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Part II.— JOURNEY TO THE WEST AND 
SOUTH-WEST OF CATHAY. 


CHAPTER XXXV. 

t 

Here begins the Description of the Interior of Cathay ; and 
F iRfT OF THE* River Pulisanghin. 

• 

Now you must know jhat the Emperor sent the aforesaid 
Messer Marco Polo, who is the author of this whole story, 
on business of his into the Western Provinces. On that 
occasion he travelled from Cambaluc a good four months’ 
journey towards the west. And so now I will tell you all 
that he saw on his travels as he went and returned. 

When you leave the City of Cambaluc and have ridden 
ten miles, you come to a very large river which is called 
Pulisanghin, and flows into the ocean, so that merchants 
with their merchandize ascend it from the sea. Over this 
River there is a very fine stone bridge, so fine indeed that 
it has very few equals. The fashion of it is this : it is 300 
paces in .length, and it must have a good eight paces of 
width, for ten mounted men can rid® across it abreast. 
It has 24 arches and as many water-mills, and ’tis all of very 
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.fine marble, well built and firmly founded. Along the 
top of the bridge there is on either side a'parapet of marble 
slabs and columns, made in this way. At the beginning of 
the bridge there is a marble column, and under it% marble 
lion, so that the column stands upon the lion’s loins, whilst 
on the top of the column there is a second marble lion, 
both being of great size and beautifully executed sculpture. 
At the distance of a pace from this column there is another 
precisely the same, also with its two lions, and the space 
between them is closed with slabs of grey marble to prevent 
people from falling over into the water. And thus the 
columns run from space to space along either side of 
the bridge, so that altogether it is a beautiful object.* 



The Bridge of Pulisanghin (reduced from a Chinese original). 


Note 1. — Pul-i-Sangin, the name which Marco gives the River ^ 
means in Persian simply (as Marsden noticed) “ The Stone Bridge.” In 
a very different region the same name often occurs in the history of 
Timur applied to a certain bridge — I suspect a naturaF one of which 
Edrisi speaks — in the country north of Badakhshan over the Waksh 
branch of the Oxus. 5Vnd the Turkish admiral Sidi *Ali, travelling that 
way from India in the i6th century, applies the name, as it is applied 
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here, to the river ; for his journal tells us that beyond KuUb he crossed 
“ the River Pulisangin^^ 

We may easily suppose, therefore, that near Cambaluc also, the 
Bridge first, and then the River, came to be known to the Persian-speak- 
ing foreignbfs of the court and city by this name. This supposition is 
however a little perplexed by the circumstance that Rashiduddin calls 
the River the San^n, and that Sangkan-Ho appears from the maps or 
citations of Martini, Klaproth, Neumann, and Pauthier to have been 
one of the Chinese names of the river. Possibly, however, this Sangkan 
was a name which the Chinese took up from the foreign Sangin, and 
that again merely an abridgment of Rulisangin. 

The River is that which appears in the maps as the Hwen Ho or Yong- 
ting Ho, flowing about lo miles west of Peking towards the south-east 
and joining the Pe-Ho at Tientsin ; and the Bridge is that, adjoining the 
town of Fencheu, which has been known for ages as the Lu-kyu-Kiao or 
Bridge of Lukyu. It is described both by Magaillans and Lecomte, 
with some curious discrepancies, whilst each affords particulars corrobo- 
rative of Polo’s account of the character of the bridge. The former calls 
it the finest bridge in China. Lecomte’s account says the bridge was 
the finest he had yet seen. ‘‘It is above 170 geometrical paces in 
length. The arches are sm^ll, but the rails or side-walls are made of a 
hard whitish stpne resembling marble. These stones are more than 
5 feet long, 3 feet high, and 7 or 8 inches thick ; supported at each end 
by pilasters adorn*ed with mouldings and bearing the figures of lions. . . . 
The bridge is paved with great flat stones, so well joined that it is even 
as a floor.” -1 * 

Magaillans thinks Polo’s memory paftially misled him, and that his 
description applies more correctly to another bridge on the same road, 
but some distance further west, over the Lieu-li Ho. For the bridge 
over the Hwen-Ho had really but thirteen arches, whereas that on fhe 
Lieu-li had, as Polo specifies, twenty-four. The engraving which we 
give of the Lu-kyu Kiao from a Chinese work confirms this statement, for 
it shows but thirteen arches. And what Polo says of the navigation of 
the river is almost conclusive proof that Magaillans is right, and that 
our traveller’s memory confounded the two bridges. For the navigation 
of the Hwen-Ho, even when its channel is full, is impracticable on 
account of rapids, whilst the Lieu-li Ho, or “ Glass River,” is, as its name 
implies, smooth and navigable. The road crosses the latter about two 
leagues from Cho-chau (see next chapter). 

The Bridge of Lukyu is mentioned more than once in the history 
of the conquest of North China by Chinghiz. It was the scene of a 
notable mutiny of the troops of the Kin Dynasty in 1215, which induced 
Chinghiz to bfeak a treaty just concluded, and led to his capture of 
Peking. * ^ 

This bridge was begun according to Klaprotlf in 1189, and was five 
years a-building. On the 17th August, 1688, as Magaillans tells us, a 
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great flood carried away two arches of the bridge, and the remainder 
soon fell. The bridge was renewed, but with only nine arches instead 
of thirteen, as appears from the following note of personal observation 
with which Dr. Lockhart has favoured me : 

“At 27 li from Peking, by the western road leaving the gate of the 
Chinese city called Kwang-’an-m^in, after passing the old walled town of 
Fencheu, you reach the bridge of Lo-Ku-Kiao, As it now stands it is 
a very long bridge of nine arches (real arches) spanning the valley of the 
Hwan Ho, and surrounded by beautiful scenery. The bridge is built 
of green sandstone, and has a good balustrade with short square pilasters 
crowned by small lions. It is in very good repair, and has a ceaseless 
traffic, being on the road to the coabmines which supply the city. 
There is a pavilion at each end of the bridge with inscriptions, the one 
recording that Kanghi (1662-1723) built the bridge, and the other that 
Kienlung (1736-1796) repaired it.” These circumstances are strictly 
consistent with Magaillans* account of the dest^ction of the medieval 
bridge. 

(-P. de la Croix^ II. ii, &c. ; Erskinis Baber ^ p. xxxiii. ; Timour's In- 
stitutes^ 70 ; J,As, IX. 205 ; Cathay^ 260 ; Magaillans^ 14-18, 35 ; Lecomte 
in Astley, III. 529; J, As, ser. 2, tom. i. 97-8 ; HOksson^ I. 144.) 


CHAPTER XXXVI, 

if 

Account of the City of Juju. 

A 

When you leave the Bridge, and ride towards the west, 
finding all the way excellent hostelries for travellers, with 
fine vineyards, fields, and gardens, and springs of water, 
you come after 30 miles to a fine large city called Juju, 
where there are many convents, and the people live by trade 
and manufactures. They weave cloths of silk and gold, 
and very fine taffetas.' Here too there are many hostelries 
for travellers.* 

After riding a mile beyond this city you find two 
roads, one of which goes west and the other south-east. 
The westerly road is that through Cathay, and the south- 
easterly one goes towards the province of Manzi.* 

Taking the westerly one through Cathay, and travelling 
by it for ten days, you find a constant succession of cities 
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and boroughs, with numerous thriving vill^es, all abound- 
ing with trade *and manufactures, besides the fine fields and 
vineyards and dwellings of civilized people ; but nothing 
occurs worthy of special mention ; and so I will only speak 
of a kingdom called Taianfu. 


Note 1. — The word is sendaus (Pauthier), pi. of sendcU^ and in G. T. 
sandal. It does not seem perfectly known what this silk texture was, 
but as banners were made of it, and linings for richer stuffs, it appears 
to have been a light material, and is generally rendered taffetas. In 
‘ Richard Coeur de Lion ’ we find 

** Many a pencel of sykelatoun 
And off sendel grene and broun,” 

and also pavilion^ oi sendel; and in the Anglo-French ballad of the 
•death of William Earl of Salisbury in St. Lewis's battle on the Nile — 

“ Le Meister du Temple brace les chivaux 
Et le Count Long-Espee depli les sandaux^ 

The orifiamme of France was made of cendal, Chaucer couples taffetas 
and sendaj His ‘ Doctor of Physic ' 

* “In sanguin and in perse clad was alle, 

Lined with taffata and with sendalle.” 

• 

The origin of th’fi word seems also somewhat doubtful. The word 5€v8« 
occurs in Constant, Porphyrog. de Ceremoniis (Bonn, ed. I. 468), and this 
looks like a transfer of^he Arabic Sdndds or Sundus^ which is applied 
by Bakui to the silk fabrics of Ye^fi {Not, et Ext, II. 469). Reiske 
thinks this is the origin of the Frank word, and connects its etymology 
with Sind. Others think that sefidal and the other forms are modifi- 
cations of the ancient Sindon, and this is Mr. Marsh's view (see also 
Fr, -Michel^ RechercheSj 6fc,y I. 212; jDkt, des TissiiSy II. 17 1, segg,). 

Note 2. — is precisely the name given to this city by Rashid- 
uddin, who notices the vineyards. Juju is Cho-chau, just at the dis- 
tance specified from Peking, viz. 40 miles, and 30 from Pulisangin or 
Lu Kyu Kiao. The name of the town is printed Chechow in a late 
Report of a journey by Consul Oxenham. He calls it “ a lai^e town of 
the second order, situated on the banks of a small river flowing towards 
the south-east. It had the appearance of being a place of considerable 
trade, and the streets were crowded with people.” {Reports of Journeys 
in China^and JapaUy^c, Presented to Parliament, 1869, p. 9.) The 
place*is called JUjd also in the Persian itinerary given by 'Izzat Ullah in 
/ R, A, S, VH. 308. ^ 

Note 3. — “About a li from the southern suburbs of this town, the 
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great road to Shantung and the south-east diverged, causing an imme- 
diate diminution in the number of carts and traveWers” (Oxenham), 
This bifurcation of the roads is a notable point in Polo’s book. For 
after following the western road through Cathay, i.e, the northern 
provinces of China, to the borders of Tibet and the Indo-Chinese 
regions, our traveller will return, whimsically enough, not to the capital 
to take a fresh departure, but to this bifurcation outside of Chochau, 
and thence carry us south with him to Manzi, or China south of the 
Yellow River. 


CHAPTER XXXVII. 

The Kingdom of Taianfu. 

t 

After riding then those ten days from the city of Juju,« 
you find yourself in a kingdom called Taianfu, and the 
city at which you arrivx, which is the capital, is also called 
Taianfu, a very great and fine city. [But at the end of 
five days’ journey out of those ten, they say there is a city 
unusually large and handsome called Acbaluc, whereat 
terminate in this direction the hiujting preserves of the 
Emperor, within which no one dares to ’sport except 
the Emperor and his family, and tho,se who are on the 
books of the Grand Ealconer. Beyond this limit any one 
is at liberty to sport, if he be a gentleman. The Great 
Kaan, however, scarcely ever went hunting in this direction, 
and hence the game had increased and multiplied to such 
an extent, particularly the hares, that all the crops of the 
Province were destroyed. The Great Kaan being informed 
of this, proceeded thither with all his Court, and the game 
that was taken was past counting.]* 

Taianfu * is a place of great trade and great industry, 
for here they manufacture a large quantity of the most 
necessary equipments for the army of the Emperor. There 
grow here many excellent vines, supplying great plenfy of 
wine ; and in all. Cathay this is the only place where wine 
is produced. ^It is carried hence all over the country.* 
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There is also a great deal of silk here, for the people have 
. great quantities of mulberry-trees and silkworms. 

From this city of Taianfu you ride westward again for 
seven days through fine districts with plenty of towns and 
boroughs, all enjoying much trade, and practising various 
kinds of industry. Out of these districts go forth not a 
few great merchants, who travel to India and other foreign 
regions, buying and selling and getting gain. After those 
seven days’ journey you arrive at a city called Pianfu, a 
large and important place, with a number of traders living 
by commerce and industry. It is a place too where silk is 
largely produced.^ 

So we will kave it and tell you of a great city called 
Cachanfu. But stay — first let us tell you about the noble 
castle called Caichu. 


Note X . — Marsden translates the commencement of this passage, 
which is peculiar to Ramusio, and runs “ B in capo di cinque giornaie 
delle predette^ dieci,'^ by the words “ At the end of five days^ journey 
beyond the ten,” but this is clearly wrong.* The place best suiting in 
position, as half\«ay betweed Chochau and Thai-yuanfu, would be Ching- 
TiNGFU, and I have little doubt theft this is the place intended. The 
title of Ak-Baligh in Tyrki, or Chaghan Ba/g/iassun in Mongol, meaning 
“ White City,” was applied by the Tartars to Royal Residences ; and 
possibly Chingtingfu may have had Such a claim, for I observe in the 
Annales de la Prop, de la Foi (xxxiii. 387) that in 1862 the Chinese 
Government granted to the R. C. Vicar-Apostolic of Pecheli, the ruined 
Imperial Palace at Chingtingfu for his cathedral and other mission 
establishments. Moreover, as a matter of fact, Rashiduddin’s account 
of Chinghiz’s campaign in northern China in 1214, speaks of the city 
of “ Chaghan Balghassun which the Chinese call Jintzinful This is 
almost exactly the way in which the name of Chingtingfu is represented 
in Tzzat Ullah’s Persian Itinerary {Jigdzinfuy evidently a clerical error 
iox Jingdzinfu)^ so I think there can be little doubt that Chingtingfu is 
the place intended. The city is described by Consul Oxenham as being 
now in a decayed and dilapidated condition, consisting of only two 
long streets crossing at right angles. It is noted for the manufacture of 
images of*Buddha from Shansi iron. (Consular Reports^ p. 10; Erdmann^ 

331) * 

* And 1 see Kilter understood the passage as I do (IV. 515). 
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Note 2.— Taianfu is, as Magaillans pointed out, Thaiyuan-fu, the 
capital of the Province of Shansi, and Shansi is the “ Kingdom.” The 
city was however. the capital of the great Thang d3naasty for a time in 
the 8th century, and is probably the Tajah or Taiunah of old Arab 
writers. The Rev. Mr. Williamson, who has visited it recently, speaks of 
it as a very pleasant city at the north end of a most fertile valley. It was 
a residence, he says, also of the Ming princes, and is laid out in Peking 
fashion. There is an Imperial factory of artillery, matchlocks, &c. ; 
and fine carpets like those of Turkey are also manufactured {Cathay ^ 
xcvii, cxiii, cxciv. ; Rennie^ II. 265 ; Notes on North China in J, N C. B, 
of R, A, S, for 1866, p. 46-7). The district is much noted for cutlery 
and hardware, iron as well as coal being abundantly produced in Shansi. 
Apparently the present Birmingham of the province is a town called 
Hwai-lu, about 20 miles west of Chingting-fu. {Oxenham, u. s. ii ; 
Klaproth in J. As, ser. 2, tom. i. 100 ; Izzat UUah's Pers, Itin, in J, 
R. A. S, VII. 307). 

I 

Note 3. — Martini observes that the grapes in Shansi were very 
abundant and the best in China. The Chinese used them only as 
raisins, but wine was made there for the use of the Missions. Klaproth 
however tells us that the wine of Thaiyuan-fu was celebrated in the days 
of the Thang dynasty, and used to be sent in tribute to the Emperors. 
Under the Mongols the use of this wine spread greatly. The founder 
of the Ming accepted the offering of wine of the vine from Thaiyuan in 
i373> but prohibited its being presented again {/, As, u. s.*). 

Note 4. — Pianfu is undoubtedly, as^ Magaillan,s again notices, 
P’iNGYANG-FU. It is the Bikan of Shah Rukh’s ambassadors. It is 
said to have been the residence of the primitive and mythical Chinese 
Emperor Yao. A great college for the education of the Mongols was 
instituted at P’ing-yang by Yeliu* Chutsai, the enlightened Minister of 
Okkodai Kaan. The city suffered much from the Taeping rebels, but 
it is reviving. It is now noted for its large paper factories. {Cathay^ 
ccxi. ; Ritter^ IV. 516; JP Ohsson, II. 70; Williamson, u. s.) 


CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

Concerning the Castle of Caichu. 

On leaving Pianfu you ride two days westward, and come 
to the noble castle of Caichu, which was built in tima past 
by a king of that country, whom they used to call the 
Golden KiflTG, and who had there a great and beautiful 



Chap. XXXVIIL THE CASTLE OF CAICHU. 0 

palace. There is a great hall of this palace, in which are 
pourtrayed all the ancient kings of the country, done in 
gold and other fine colours, and a very fine sight they 
make. Each king in succession as he reigned added to 
those pictures.’ 

[This Golden King was a great and potent Prince, and 
during his stay at this place there used to be in his service 
none but beautiful girls, of whom he had a great number 
in his Court. When he went to take the air about the 
Fortress, these girls used to draw him about in a little 
carriage which they could easily move, and they would also 
be in attendance on the King for everything pertaining to 
his convenience or pleasure.*] 

Now I will telf you a pretty passage that befel between 
this Golden King and Prester John, as it was related by 
the people of the Castle. 

It came to pass, as* they told the tale, that this Golden 
King was afc war with Prester John. And the King held a 
position so strong that Prester John was not able to get at 
him or to do him any scathe ; wherefore he was in great 
wrath. So seventeen gallants belonging to Prester John’s 
Court came to him in a body and said that, an he would, 
they were ready to brJhg him the Golden King alive. His 
answer was that he desired nothing better, and would *be 
much bounden to them if they would do so. 

So when they had taken leave of their Lord and Master 
Prester John, they set off together, this goodly company 
of gallants, and went to the Golden King, and presented 
themselves before him, saying that they had come from 
foreign parts to enter his service. And he answered by 
telling them that they were right welcome, and that he was 
glad to have their service, never imagining that they had 
any ill intent. And so these mischievous squires took 
service with the Golden King ; and served him so well that 
he grew* to love them dearly. 

And when they had abode with that King nearly two 
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years, conducting themselves like persons who thought of 
anything but treason, they one day accompanied the K-ing 
on a pleasure party when he had very few else along with 
him ; for in those gallants the King had perfect trust, and 
thus kept them immediately about his person. So after 
they had crossed a certain river that is about a mile from 
the castle, and saw that they were alone with the King, they 
said one to another that now was the time to achieve that 
they had come for. Then they all incontinently drew, 
and told the King that he must go with them and make no 
resistance, or they would slay him. The King at this was 
in alarm and great astonishment, and said : “ How then, 
good my sons, what thing is this ye^say.^ and whither 
would ye have me go?” They answered, and said: “You 
shall come with us, will ye nill ye, to Prester John our 
Lord.” 

Note 1. — The name of the castle is very doubtful. Cut of that and 
the geography, wliich in this part is tangled, we shall sjjcak further on. 

Whilst the original French texts were unknown, the king here spoken 
of figured in the old Latin versions as ICing Darius^ and in Rainusio as 
Re Dor. It was a most happy suggestion of Mart>den*s, in absence of 
all knowledge of the fact that the original narrative was Fre^ich, that 
this Dor represented the Emperor of th^ A7// or Golden Dynasty, 
called by the Mongols A/fim UTMn, of which Roi D'Or is a literal 
translation. 

Of the legend itself I can find no trace. Rashiduddin relates a story 
of the grandfather of Aung Khan (Polo’s Prester John), Merghuz 
Boirdk Khan, being treacherously made over to the King of the Church^ 
(the Kin sovereign), and put to death by being nailed to a wooden 
ass. But the same author tells us that Aung Khan got his title of Aung 
(Ch. Wan^ or king from the Kin emperor of his day, so that no here- 
ditary feud seems deduceable. 

Note 2. — ^The history of the Tartar conquerors of China, whether 
Khitan, Church^, Mongol or Manchu, has always been the same. For 
one or two generations the warlike character and manly habits were 
maintained ; and then the intruders, having adopted Chinese manners, 
ceremonies, literature, and civilization, sank into more than Chinese effe* 
minacy and degradation. We see the custom of employing duly female 
attendants ascribed inea later chapter (Ixxvii) to the Sung Emperors 
at Kinsay ; and the same was the custom of the later Ming emperors, 
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in whose time the imperial palace was said to contain 5000 women. 
Indeed, the prec ise cjustom which this passage desgribes was in our own 
day habitually reported of the Taiping sovereign during his reign at 
Nanking : “None but women are allowed in the interior of the Palace, 
and he is drawn to the audience-chamber in a gilded sacred dragon-car by 
the ladies,"' {Blakiston, p. 42; see also Wilson's Ever- Victorious Army ^ 
p. 4 I-) 


CHAPTER XXXIX. 

How Prester John treated the Golden King his Prisoner. 

And on this the tjolden King was so sorely grieved that 
he was like to die. And he said to them : “ Good, my 
sons, for God’s sake have pity and compassion upon me. 
Ye wot well what honourable and kindly entertainment ye 
have had in my house ; and now ye would deliver me into 
the hands of mine enemy! In sooth, if ye do what ye say, 
ye will do a very naughty and disloyal deed, and a right 
villainous.” Bu4i they answered only that so it must be, 
and away they had him to Prester John their Lord. 

And when Prester* John beheld the King he was right 
glad, and greeted him with sothething like a malisoh.* 
The King answered not a word, as if he wist not what it 
behoved him to say. So Prester John ordered him to be 
taken forth straightway, and to be put to look after cattle, 
but to be well looked after himself also. So they took 
him and set him to keep cattle. This did Prester John 
of the grudge he bore the King, to heap contumely on 
him, and to show what a nothing he was, comparSH to 
himself. 

And when the King had thus kept cattle for two years, 
Prester John sent for him, and treated him with honour, 


* “ Lui dist que il feust le mal venuz.” 
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and clothed him in rich robes, and said to him: “Now 
Sir King, art thou satisfied that thou wast ‘in no way a man 
to stand against me?” “Truly, my good Lord, I know 
well and always did know that I was in no way a man to 
stand against thee.” And when he had said this Prester 
John replied : “ I ask no more ; but henceforth thou 
shalt be waited on and honourably treated.” So he caused 
horses and harness of war to be given him, with a goodly 
train, and sent him back to his own country. And after 
that he remained ever friendly to Prester John, and held 
fast by him. 

So now I will say no more of this adventure of the 
Golden King, but I will proceed with ouf subject. 


CHAPTER XL. 

Concerning the Great River Caramoran and the City of 

Cachanfu.» 

c4 

When you leave the castle, and travel about 20 miles west- 
ward, you come to a river called Caramoran, so big that 
no 'bridge can be thrown across it ; for it is of immense 
width and depth, and reaches to the Great Ocean that en- 
circles the Universe, — I mean the whole earth.’ On this 
river there are many cities and walled towns, and many mer- 
chants too therein, for much traffic takes place upon the 
river, there being a great deal of ginger and a great deal of 
silk produced in the country. 

Game birds here are in wonderful abundance, insomuch 
that you may buy at least three pheasants for a Venice 
groat of silver. I should say rather for an asper^ which is 
worth a little more.* “ 

[On the lands ^adjoining this river there grow vast 
quantities of great canes, some of which are a foot or a 
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foot and a half (in ^th), and these the natives employ for 
many useful puifposes.] 

After passing the river and travelling two days west- 
ward you come to the noble city of Cachanpu, which we 
have already named. The inhabitants are all Idolaters. 
And I may as well remind you again that all the people 
of Cathay are Idolaters. It is a city of great trade and of 
work in gold-tissues of many sorts, as well as other kinds of 
industry. 

There is nothing else worth mentioning, and so we will 
proceed and tell you of a noble city which is the capital of 
a kingdom, and is called Kenjanfu. 

t 

Note 1. — J^arit-Muren^ or Black River, is one of the names applied 
by the Mongols to the Hoang Ho, or Yellow River, of the Chinese, 
and that which we find used by all the medieval western writers, e.g:, 
Odoric, John Marignolli,^ashiduddin. 

Note 2.-*-The as/er or a/teAi (both meaning “white,”) of the Mongols 
at Tana or Azov 1 have elsewhere calculated from Fegolotti’s data 
(Cathay, p. 298), to have contained about or. 2'%d. worth of silver, which 
is less than the grosso ; but the name may have had a loose application 
to small silver coths in other countrjjss of Asia. Possibly the money 
intended may have been the 50 tsien note (see note 1, ch. xxiv. supra). 


CHAPTER XLI. 

Concerning the City of Kenjanfu. 

And when you leave the city of Cachanfu of which I have 
spoken, and travel eight days westward, you meet with 
cities and boroughs abounding in trade and industry, and 
quantities of beautiful trees, and gardens, and fine plains 
planted wifh mulberries, which are the trees on the leaves 
of whith the silkworms do feed. The people are all 
Idolaters. There is also plenty of gaftie of all sorts, both 
of beasts and birds. 


c 2 
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And when you have travelled those eight days’ journey, 
you^ come to that great city which I mentioned, called 
KBirjANFu/ A very great and fine city it is, and the 
capital of the kingdom of Kenjanfu, which in old times 
was a noble, rich, and powerful realm, and had many great 
and wealthy and puissant kings.* But now the king there- 
of is a prince called Mangalai, the son of the Great Kaan, 
who hath given him this realm, and crowned him king 
thereof.* It is a city of great trade and industry. They 
have great abundance of silk, from which they weave cloths 
of silk and gold of divers kinds, and they also manu&cture 
all sorts of equipments for an army. They have every 
necessary of man’s life very cheap. Thy. city lies towards 
the west ; the people are idolaters ; and outside the city is 
the palace of the Prince Mangalai, crowned king and son 
of the Great Kaan, as I told you before. 

This is a fine palace and a great, as I will tell you. It 
stands in a great plain abounding in lakes and streams and 
springs of water. Round about it is a massive and lofty 
wall, five miles in compass, well built, and all garnished 
with battlements. And within this wall is the king’s palace, 
so great and fine that no one could imagine a finer. There 
are, in it many great and splendid halls, and many chambers, 
all painted and embellished with work in beaten gold. 
This Mangalai rules his realm right well with justice and 
equity, and is much beloved by his people. The troops 
are quartered round about the palace, and enjoy the sport 
(that the royal demesne affords). 

So now let us quit this kingdom, and I will tell you of 
a very mountainous province called Cuncun, which you 
reach by a road right wearisome to travel. 


Note 1. — Haying got to sure ground again at Kenjanfu,^ which is, 
as we shall explain presently, the city of Singanfu, capital of Shensi, 
let us look back at the geography of the route from P’ingyanfu. Its 
difficulties are 'great. 
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The traveller carries us two days' journey from P'ingyahfii to his 
castle of the Gtolden King. This is called in the G. Text and most 
other MSS. Caicui^ Caytui^ or the like, 6 ut in Ramusio alone TAaipn^ 
.He then carries us 20 miles further to the Caiamoran; he ctosses this 
river, travels two days further, and reaches the great city Kachanfo ; 
eight days more (or as in Ramusio seven) bring him to Singaniii. 

There seems scarcely room for doubt that Kachanfu is the Ho- 
CHANGFU of those days, now called P'uchaufu, close to the great elbow 
of the Hoang Ho {Klaproth). But this city, instead of being two days 
west of the great river, stands on or near its eastern bank. 

Klaproth, adopting Ramusio's name for the castle, identifies it with 
one in those days called Taikhing^ afterwards Kutsin^ which lay on the 
Hoangho to the west of P’uchaufu ; Pauthier adds, on the west bank of 
the river. Now Polo'i expressions seem distinctly to describe the for- 
tress as lying 20 miles to the east of the river. 

Not maintaining t^e infallibility of our traveller’s memory, we might 
conceive it to have got confused here, between the recollections of his 
journey westward and those of his return ; but this would not remove 
all the difficulties. 

It is, as we have seen, very uncertain that Thaigin is the right read- 
ing. That of the MSS. ^ems to point rather to some name like Kai- 
chau. The hypothesis which seems to me to call for least correction in 



Plan of Kychaii. after Duhalde. 


the text IS that the castle was at the Kychau of the maps, nearly due 
west of P’ingyang-fu, and just about 20 miles fifim the Hoang Ho ; that 
the river was crossed in that vicinity, and that the traveller then de- 
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scended the valley to opposite P’uchaufu, or possibly embarked and 
descended the river itself to that point This last hypothesis would 
:mi|ig&te the apparent disproportion in the times assigned to t^e different 
partis the joumeyi and would, I think, clear the text of , error., , ' But it 
hi 'Only a hypothesis. Whether there is any 8uch,^|p3^^,^tie at 
Kychau I know not ; the plan of that place in has 

the aspect of a strong position. / >• ’ V' 

The most notable fortress of the Kin sovere^s w^ that of 
*rungkwan, on the right bank of the driver, a little Sbuth of Fhchaufu, 
and closing the passage between the river and the mountains. It was 
constantly the turning-point of the Mongol campaigns against that 
dynasty, and held a prominent place in the dying instructions of 
Chinghiz for the prosecution of the conquest of^ Cathay. This fortress 
must have continued famous to Polo’s time, but I see no way of 
reconciling its position with his narrative. The name in Ramusio’s 
form might be merely that of the dynasty, viz., Tai-Kin » Great 
Golden, 

Note 2, — Keajanfu is, as we have indicated, Singan-fu, or as it 
was called in the days of its greatest fame, Changgan, probably the most 
celebrated city in Chinese history, and the capital of several of the most 
potent dynasties. It was the metropolis of Shi Hoangti of the Thsin 
d)aiasty, the great emperor whose conquests almost intersected those of 
his conteraporaiy Ptolemy Eueigetes. It was, perhaps, the. Thinae of 
Claudius Ptolemy, as it was certainly the Khumdan of the early Ma- 
homedans, and the site of flourishing Christian Churahejk in the 7 th cen- 
tury, as well as of the remarkal;Je monument, the discovery of which a 
thousand years later disclosed their forgotten existence.* Kin^hao-fu 
was the name which the city bo^e when the Slongol invasions brought 
Chixm into communication with the west, and Klaproth supposes that 
this was modified by the Mongols into Kenjanfu. Under the latter 
name it is mentioned by Rashiduddin as the seat of one of the Twelve 
Sings or great provincial administrations, and we find it still known by 
this name in Sharffuddin’s history of Timur. The same name is trace- 
able in the Kansan of Odoric, which he calls the second best province 
in the world, and the best populated. 

Martini speaks, apparently from personal knowledge, of the splen- 
dour of the city, as regarded both its public edifices and its site, sloping 
gradually up from the banks of the River Wei, so as to exhibit its walls 
and palaces at one view like the interior of an amphitheatre. West of 


* l am happy to be able to present a reduced facsimile of a rubbing in my possession 
from this famous inscription, which I owe to the generosity of Dr. Lockhart. , The tail- 
piece to this Part (p. 93) represents the incised cross at the head of the inscription, from 
a copy of a pencil rubbing fiade by the Rev. J. Lees. The copy was printed on 
photographic pa^r by Mr. A. Wylie, and was also lent me by Dr. Lockhart. 






^ Phof^Zvai, 



Chap. XLII. 


CITY OF SINGANFU. 


*7 


the city was a sort of Water Park, enclosed by a wall 30 li in circum- 
ference, full of Jakes, tanks, and canals from the Wei, and within which 
were seven fine palades and a variety of theatres and other places of 
public diversion. To the S.E. of the city was an artificial lake with 
palaces, gardens, park, &c., originally formed by the Emperor Hiaowu 
(b.c. ioo), and to the south of the city was another considerable lake 
called Pm- This may be the Fanchpn Lake,, beside whidh Rashid says 
that Ananda, the son of MangaJai, bnil^ his . 

Singanfu and the adjoining distrii^ are now the neat of a large 
Musulman population, which in 1861--62 rose iii revolt agaiiist the 
Chinese authority, and for a time was successful in resisting it The 
chief seat of the Mahomedans is a place which they call Salar^ which, 
as well as I can make out, is the city of Hwai^chau, east of the capital. 
Singanfu has been recently visited by Mr. Williamsdn, accompanied by 
Mr. Lees. He says that the site of the palace of the Thang emperors 
is still to be seen; he saw the celebrated Christian inscription 
which stands in a ruined temple outside the west gate of the city, and is 
still perfect, though all around is desolation. {Martini; Cathay^ 148, 269 ; 
Pttis de la Croix^ III. 218; Russian paper on the Dungeti^ supra^ 
vol. \.p. 256 ; Wiliiamsofls^ Notes on North China, u. s., p. 47.) 

Note 3. — ^angalai, Kublai’s third son, who governed the provinces 
of Shensi and S^echuen, with the title of Wang or king {supra, ch. ix. 
note 2), died in 1280, a circumstance which limits the date of Polo's 
journey to the west. It seems unlikely that Marco should have re- 
mained ten years ig9tf)rant of his death, yet he seems to speak of him as 
still governing. 


CHAPTER XLII. 

Concerning the Province of Cuncun, which is right wearisome 
TO travel through. 

On leaving the Palace of Mangalai, you travel westward 
for three days, finding a s^uccession of cities and boroughs 
and beautiful plains, inhabited by people who live by trade 
and industry, and have great plenty of silk. Aw the end of 
those three days you reach the great mountains and valleys 
which belong to the province of Cut^cuN.* There are 
towns and villages in the land, and the people live by 
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tilling the earth, and by hunting in the great woods ; for 
the region abounds in forests wherein are tnany wild beasts, 
such as lions, bears, lynxes, bucks and roes» and sundry 
other kinds, so that many are taken by the people of the 
country who make a great profit thereof.* So thb way 
you travel over mountains and valleys, finding a succession 
of towns and villages, and many great hostelries for the 
entertainment of travellers, interspersed among extensive 
forests. 

Note 1. — The region intended must necessarily be some part of the 
southern district of the province of Shensi, called Hanchung, the axis 
of which is the River Han, closed in by exccedijigly mountainous and 
woody country to north and south, dividing it on the former quarter 
from the rest of Shensi, and on the latter from Ssechuen. According to 
Pauthier, the name of the district in the Mongol age was Ilingyucn; 
but there is no reason to suppose that it had popularly lost that of Han- 
chung, which was its official title at both af! earlier and a later date. 
Polo’s C frequently expresses an H, especially the guttural* H of Chinese 
names, yet Cttncun is not quite satisfactory as the expression of JIan- 
chung. 

The country was so rugged that in^ ancient times travellers from 
Singanfu had to make a long circuit eastward by th€* frontier of Honan 
to reach Hanchung ; but a ro^ was made across the mountains by a 
Chinese general, circa 200 B.ci This wouk, witll its difficulties and 
boldness, extending often for gj^.t distances on viaducts and on timber 
corT^els inserted in the rock, is vividly described by Martini. Villages 
and rest-houses were established at convenient distances. It received 
from the Chinese the name of C/iien-tao, or the “ Pillar Road.” It com- 
menced on the south bank of the Wei, opposite Paoki-hien, 100 miles 
west of Singanfu, and ended near the town of Paoching-hien, some 15 
or 20 miles N.W. from Hanchung. Martini’s description of the road 
probably applies to its state in his own day. The original construction 
must have long gone to wreck ; and, indeed, we are told that it was re- 
constructed by the first Ming Emperor in 1392 ; and I presume it con- 
tinued in a fair state down to recent times, for a writer in the Chinese 
Repository say.s, that “those who have travelled the great Hanchung 
road have pronounced it not inferior to the Simplon, though the elevation 
is not so great.” 

It is probable that this work had no efficient existence in our tra- 
veller’s day, for we find that Tului, the son of Chinghiz, when directing 
his march against Honfn in 1231 by this very line from Paoki, had to 
make a rorfd with great difficulty. The same route was followed by 
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Okkodai’s son Kutan, in marching to attack the Sung Empir|^ in 1235* 
and again by Mangu Kaan on his last campaign in 1258* These cir- 
cumstances, showing that the road from Paoki was in that age the usual 
route into Hanchung and Ssechuen, are in favour of its being, in whole 
or in part, the line taken by Marco. (See Martini in Blaeu ; Chine 
Aneienne, p. 234; Ritter, IV. 5201 jyOhsson, IL 22, So, 328; I^eotnte, 
11 . 95 ; Chin, R^. XIX. 225.) ' r- • ' 

Note 2. — “ In this province (Hanchung) you often &U in with herds 
of red-deer and fallow-deer even on the roads ; bears also ..... are 
common, whose feet the Chinese reckon a great dainty." (Marhni, 42.) 


’ CHAPTER XLIII. 

Concerning the Province of Acbalec Manzi. 

After you have tfavelled those ao days through the 
mountains* of Cuncun that I have mentioned, then you 
come to a province called Acbai.f.c Manzi, which is all 
level country, with plentjr of towns and villages, and belong- 
ing to the Grea*t Kaan. The people are Idolaters, and live 
by trade and injlustr;^. I may jell you that in this province 
there grows such a great quantity of ginger, that it is 
carried all over the region of Cafhay, and it affords a m'hin- 
tenance to all the people of the province, who get great 
gain thereby. They have also wheat and rice, and other 
kinds of corn in great plenty and cheapness; in fact the 
country abounds in all useful products. The capital city 
is called Acbalec Manzi [which signifies “ the White City 
of the Manzi Frontier”].* 

This plain extends for two days’ journey, throughout 
which it is as fine as I have told you, with towns and 
villages as numerous. After those two days you again 
come to greaft mountains and valleys, and extensive forests, 
and you continue to travel westward ^through this kind of 
country for ao days, finding however numerous towns and 
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The people are Idolaters, and live by agriculture, 
by cattle-keeping, and by the chase, for, there is much 
game. And among other kinds, there are the animals that 
produce the musk in great numbers.* 


Note 1. — ^Though the termini of the route described in these two 
chapters are undoubtedly Singanfu and Chingtufu, there are serious 
difficulties attending the determination of the line actually followed. 

The time according to all the MSS., so far as I know, except those 
of one type, is as follows : — 


In the plain of Kenjanfu .. . 

3 days. 

In the mountains of Cuncun 

20 ft 

In the plain of Acbalec 

2 „ 

In mountains again 

. - 2<^ „ 


45 


It seems to me almost impossible to doubt that the Plain of Acbalec 
represents some part of the river-valley of the Hyi, interposed between the 
two ranges of mountains called in maps Thsing-Ling and Kiu-lmig, But 
the time, as just stated, is extravagant for anything like a direct journey 
between the two termini. 

Mr. Wylie, to whom I am indebted for most valuable information on 
this subject, travelled in 1868 from Chingtu-fu to l^ien on the Upper 
Han, following so far what has been for ages the chief road to Singanfu. 
This distance amounted to 1150 fc, and was travelled, in 17 days. The 
remaining distance from Mien tf Singanfu was not travelled by Mr. 
Wyli^ (who descended the Haj^^iver), but he states it to be 7 or 8 
marches. This would give the total distance as 25 marches instead 
of 45- 

But Pauthier’s MS. C (and its double the Bern MS.) has viii. marches 
instead of xx. through the mountains of Cuncun. This reduces the time 
to 33 days, and though a lower rate of progress than Mr. Wylie’s is thus 
impliec^ in the ratio of about 22^ miles to 17 for the average march, 
the latter seems quite an admissible rate.* 

So far then, provided we admit the reading of the MS. C, there is 
no ground for hesitating to adopt the usual route between the two cities, 
via Mien. 

But the key to the exact route is evidently the position of Acbalec 
Manzi, and on this there is no satisfactory light. 


* Add that I do not thin]<^ Mr. Wylie^s assumed 8 days from Mien to Singanfu 
can apply to thef route by Paoki. By Mr. Wylie’s own scale of travel the distance 
from Mien to Paoki alone would demand 8 days. 
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For the name of the* province, Pauthiei^s text has AdfoUc Mansd^ 
for the name of the city Acmalec sinq>ly. The G. T. has in the former 
case Achalec Mangi, ih the latter Acmelic Mangi qe vaut dire le ime de le 
confine dou Mangi^ This is followed literally by the Geographic Latin, 
which has Achalec Mangi et est dictum in lingua nostra unus ex confini- 
bus Mangi!* So also the Crusca; whilst Ramusio has Achbaluch 
Mangi ^ che vuol dire Cittk Bianca de’ confini di MangL” It is clear that 
Ramusio alone has here preserved the genuine reading. 

Pauthier will have Achalec (‘‘The White City”) to be Fe-Kung- 
ching (“ White Prince Town ”), an extinct town which stood near Yang, 
some 30 or 40 miles eastward of Hanchung, urging the reading Acmalec; 
Malik being Arabic for a Prince or King. This seems to me fanciful. 
Acmalec and Achalec are merely different ways of writing the same name 
caught by ear, as in the Geog. Text we have (p. 263) a Melic or Prince 
of the Persian Court called Belie, and as in Pegolotti we find Khan- 
balik itself written Goinalec, 

Klaproth again had identified Acbalec conjecturally with the town 
of Pe-morching or “ White-Horse-Town,” a place also now extinct, and 
which was in the immediate neighbourhood of Mien. “ The great plain 
in which Mien-hien stands,” says Klaproth, “is that of which Marco Polo 
speaks ; it begins in the %ast at the post-station of Hwang-sha-ji, and 
extends as fa» as that of Thsing-yang-ji, where the road re-enters the 
mountains.” 

It seems so likely that the latter part of the name /V-Maching 
might have been confounded^ by foreigners with Mdchin and Manzi 
(which in Persian parlance were identical) that I should be disposed to 
overlook the difficulty that we have no evidence produced to show that 
Pemaching was a place of«.ny consequ ence, if we could find corrobora- 
tion as to the great plain of Mien, of which Klaproth speaks. Mr. Wylie 
(without any reference to Klaproth) writes : “ After passing the city of 
Meen, in descending the Han, I found the hills gradually receding till 
they left a level valley on both sides of the river of considerable width, 
perhaps 8 or 10 miles, which continued to the city of Hanchung; and to 
the end of our first day’s journey beyond we were still travelling over 
level ground, say 165 li in all from west to east.” Here is a plain no 
doubt of good two days’ journey in length, though the part of it traversed 
by Polo would be only from Paoching to Mien, or some 12 to 14 miles. 

Mr. Wylie (Proc, R. G. S. XIV.) has suggested a new view of the 
position of Acbalec, proposing to identify it with Pe-ma-Kwan (“ White- 
Horse -Fort ”), an abandoned town which he passed only two days from 
Chingtu, and at which a traveller from the north first comes in sight of 
the great plain of Chingtu. He builds in part on this being just 22 or 
23 days* jpurney from Singanfu according to the usual readings. I have 
not room for all that Mr. Wylie urges, but his arguments have not con- 
vinced me that there is ground for proposing the great changes in the text 
which this identification would involve. 
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, Jx is possible that the natne Acbalec may have been given by the 
any reference to Chinese etymologies. We have already 
t^e met with the name or its equivalent {AcbaUuc^ ch. xxxyii. of 
]teok, and Chagan BcUgassun in note 2 to Bk. 1 . ch. lx.), whilst Strahl- 
enberg tells us that the Tartars call all great residences- of princes by 
this name (Amst. ed. 1757, I. p. 7). It may be that Hanchung itself was 
so named by the Tartars. But it is also possible that we should look 
further down the Han towards the frontier of Honan, where the chief 
place is Hing-ngan. This was in ancient days the capital of the state of 
Tsin, Is it possible that a tradition of this was expressed in the name 
“White City of Machin or Manzi”? There is a much frequented high- 
way from Singanfu to Hing-ngan, and there is a plain there on the south 
side of the Han, estimated at about 20 miles in length. 

Lastly, some 30 miles below Hing-ngan, and oh the immediate 
boundary between Shensi and Hupe (which might fairly be called confine 
dou Mangi) stands the district city of Peho (“ Whitf River ”) the position 
of which must have been very important when the Mongols were medi- 
tating the invasion of the latter province. Here I leave the question 
with the remark that the most satisfactory solution would be the identi- 
fication of Hanchung with the White City. 

Note 2. — Polo’s journey now continues through the lofty moun- 
tainous region in the north of Ssechuen, whether from tfie direction of 
Hing-ngan as just suggested, or from that of Hanchung through Pao- 
ningfu. Martini notes the mountains above the latter town as abounding 
in musk-deer. • 


CHAPTER XLIV. 

Concerning the Province and City op Sindafu. 

When you have travelled those 20 days westward through 
the mountains, as I have told you, then you arrive at a 
plain belonging to a province called Sindafu, which still is 
on the confines of Manzi, and the capital city of which 
is (also) called Sindaku. This city was in former days 
a rich and noble one, and the Kings who reigned there 
were very great and wealthy. It is a good twenty miles in 
compass, but it is divided in the way that I shall tell you. 

You see,, the King of this Province, in the days of old, 
when he found himself drawing near to death, leaving three 
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sons behind him, commanded that the city should be 
divided into three [»rts, and that each of lus three sons 
should have one/ So each of these three parts is 8epara,tely 
walled about, though all three are surrounded by the com- 
mon wall of the city. Each of the three sons was King, 
having his own part of the city, and his own share of 
the kingdom, and each of them in fact was a great and 
wealthy King. But the Great Kaan conquered the king- 
dom of these three Kings, and stripped them of their 
inheritance.* 

Through the midst of this great city runs a large river, 
in which they catch a great quantity of fish. It is a good 
half mile wide, arid very deep withal, and so long that it 
reaches all the way to the Ocean Sea, — a very long way, 
equal to 80 or 100 days’ journey. And the name of the 
River is Kian-suy. The multitude of vessels that navigate 

this river is so vast, that no one who should read or hear the 

* ♦ 

tale would believe it. The quantities of merchandize also 
which merchants carry up and down this river are past 
all belief. In fjct, it is *50 big, that it seems to be a Sea 
rather than a River!* 

Let us now speak* of a great Bridge which cros^s this 
River within the city. This bridge is of stone ; it is se^en 
paces in width and half a mile in length (the river being 
that much in width as I told you) ; and all along its length 
on either side there are columns of marble to bear the roof, 
for the bridge is roofed over from end to end with timber, 
and that all richly painted. And on this bridge there are 
houses in which a great deal of trade and industry is carried 
on. But these houses are all of wood merely, and they are 
put up in the morning and taken down in the evening. 
Also there stands upon the bridge the Great Kaan’s Co- 
mercgue, that is to say, his custom-house, where his toll and 
tax are levied.* And I can tell you that the dues taken on 
this bridge bring to the Lord a thousand pieces of fine 
gold every day and more. The people are all Idolaters.^ 
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this city you travel for five idiys;ac^i» 
a country of plains and valleys, finding jplenty of ViHa^ 
and hamlets, and the people of which live by husbandry. 
There are numbers of wild beasts, lions, and bears, and 
such like. 

I should have mentioned that the people of Sindu itself 
live by manufactures, for they make fine sendals and other 
stuffs.* 

After travelling those five days’ march, you reach a 
province called Tebet, which has been sadly laid waste ; we 
will now say something of it. 


Note 1. — We are on firm ground again, for Sindafu is certainly 
Chingtufu, the capital of Ssechuen. Here again Pauthier’s text calls 
the province Sardansu and the city Syndifu^ and that editor tries to find 
reason in the former name. But I doubt not it is a mere clerical error. 
No such distinction exists in the G. T. or in •Ramusio ; whilst the Crusca 
puts Sindafa for the province, and Sardafu /or the city I Probably the 
name used by Polo was Sindu-fu^ as we find Sindu in the G. T, near the 
end of the chapter. But the same city is, I observe, called Thindafu 
by one of the Nepalese embassies, whose itineraries Mr. Hodgson has 
given in the y. A, S. B. XXV. 488. * 

The modem French missions have a bishop in Chingtufu ; and MM. 
Hue and Gabet were detained there a fortnight. But Huc^s account is 
singularly vague, as it always is found to be when geographical light is 
what we look for. tie merely tells us of its position in a rich and irri- 
gated plain, of its fine paved streets exceptionally clean, and of its 
handsome shops and buildings. Mr. Cooper was at Chingtufu in 1868, 
on his attempt to penetrate to India, and gives a similar account, but 
not more detail. The city has still more recently been visited by Mr. 
A. Wylie, who has kindly favoured me with the following note : — “ My 
notice all goes to corroborate Marco Polo. The covered bridge with 



A. The Great City. 

B. The Little iCity. 

C. The Imperial City. 


the stalls is still there, the only difference 
being the absence of the toll-house. I did 
not see any traces of a tripartite division 
of the city, nor did I make any inquiries on 
-the subject during the 3 or 4 days I spent 
there, as it was not an object with me at 
the time to verify Polo’s account The city 
is indeed divided, but the division dates more 
than a thousand years back. It is something 
like this, I should say [see diagram]. 
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% The Imperial the residence, the miuu^ 

lW Pd during Urn khorl period of Ihe ^ Three KingdoimT (31^ 
and some relics bf*the wcient edifice still remain, I was much inte- 
rested in looking over it It is now occupied by the Public Examination 
Hall and its dependencies.” 

I suspect Marco’s story of the Three Kings arose from a misunder- 
standing about this historical period of ' the SathKwi^ or Three King- 
doms (a.d. 222-264). And his tripartite division of the city may have 
been merely that which we see to exist at present 

Note 2 . — Ramusio is more particular: “ Through the city flow many 
great rivers, which come down from distant mountains, and run winding 
about through many parts of the city. These rivers vary in width from 
half a mile to 200 paces, and are very deep. Across them are built 
many bridges of stone,” &c. And after passing the city these rivers 
unite and form one immense river called Kian,” &c. Here we have 
the Great River or Kiang, Kian (Quian) as in Ramusio, or Kiang- 
SHUi, “Waters of the Kiang” as in the text. So Pauthier explains. 
Though our Geographies give the specific names of Wen and Min to 
the great branch which flows by Chingtufu, and treat the Tibetan branch, 
which flows through nor(jiem Yunan under the name of Kinsha or 
‘‘Goldensand,” as the main river, the Chinese seem always to have 
regarded the former as the true Kiang; as may be seen in Ritter (IV. 
650) and Martini (p, 12), The latter describes the city as quite insu- 
lated by the ramifications of the river, from which channels and canals 
pass all about it, adorned with«many quays and bridges of stone. 

Note 3. — (G. T.) ^\Hi est le couiereque dou Grant Sire, ce est cilz 
qe recevent la rente 'dou Seignorl^ Pauthier has convert Both are, I 
doubt not, misreadings or misunderstandings of comereque or comerc. 
This word, founded on the Latin commercium, was widely spread over 
the East with the meaning of customs-duty or custom-house. In Low 
Greek it appeared as KOfifiipKiov and KovfAipKiov, now Kop,€pKi ; in Arabic 
and Turkish as and (kumruk and gyumruk, still in use) ; in 

Italian dialects as comerchio, comerho, comergio, &c. 

Note 4 . — The word in Pauthier's text which I have rendered pieces 
of gold is pois, probably equivalent to saggi or miskdls. The G. T. has 
“ is well worth 1000 bezants of gold,” no doubt meaning daily, though 
not saying so. Ramusio has “ 100 bezants daily.” The term Bezant 
may be taken as synonymous with Dindr, and the statement in the text 
would make the daily receipt of custom upwards of 500/., that in Ra- 
musio upwards of 50/. only. 

Note 5 . — I have recast this passage which has got muddled, pro- 
bably in the original dictation, for it runs in the«G. Text : “ Et de ceste 
citd se part Ten et chevauche cinq jomde por plain et por val^e, et treve- 
Ten castiaus et casaus assez. Les homes vivent dou profit qu^il traient 
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de Ik terre. II hi a bestes sauvajes assez, lions at ones %t autres bastes. 

(fars; ear ii M se bAorent dies imus sendal et 'ftutns 
^t^di-^oAeoaHsme," I take it that in speaUng of 
hw foigotten to fill up his u^l fonnuia as to the 
inhabitants j he is reminded of this when he ^>eaks of the d<Kmjn^Unt : 
the peasantry on the way to Tibet, and reverts to the citizens in the 
. words which I have quoted in Italics. We see here Sindu applied to 
the city, suggesting Sindu-fu for the reading at the beginning of the 
chapter. 


CHAPTER XLV. 

Concerning the Province of Tebet. 

After those five days’ march that I spofke of, you enter a 
province which has been sorely ravaged ; and this was done 
in the wars of Mongu Kaan. There are indeed towns and 
villages and hamlets, but all harried and destroyed.* 

In this region you find quantities of canes, full three 
palms in girth and fifteen paces in length, with some three 
palms interval between the joints. And let me tell you 
that merchants and other travellers through that country are 
wont at nightfall to gather these canes and make fires of 
them ; for as they burn they make such loud reports that 
the lions and bears and other wild beasts are greatly fright- 
ened, and make off as fast as possible ; in fact nothing will 
induce them to come nigh a fire of that sort. So you see 
the travellers make those fires to protect themselves and 
their cattle from the wild beasts which have so greatly 
multiplied since the devastation of the country. And ’tis 
this great multiplication of the wild beasts that prevents 
the country from being reoccupied. In fact but for the 
help of these canes, which make such a noise in burning 
that the beasts are terrified and kept at a distance, no one 
would be able even to travel through the land. 

I will tell you how it is that the canes make such a 
noise. The people'^cut the green canes, of which there are 
vast numbers' and set fire to a heap of them at once. After 
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they have b^h awhile burning they burst asunder, and 
tbjji^ iinalt;^ .such* ^ V^port that you jxiight ^hear it 

uiiwed to thia noiK, who 
it ubdkpectedly^' might easily go into a swoon 
or die of; fright. But those who are used to it care nothing 
about it. Hence those who are not used to it stuff their 
ears well with cotton, and wrap up their heads and"^ faces 
with all the clothes they can muster ; and so they gft along 
until they have become used to the sound. Tis just the 
same with horses. Those which are unused to these noises 
are so alarmed by them that they break away from their 
halters and heel-rooes, and many a man has lost his beasts 
in this way. So those who would avoid losing their horses 
take care to tie all four legs and peg the ropes down 
strongly, and to wrap the heads and eyes and ears of the 
animals closely, and sc> they save them. But horses also, 
when they have heard the noise several times, cease to mind 
it. I tell you the truth, however, when I say that the first 
time you hear it nothing can be more alarming. And yet, 
in spite of all, the lions and bears and other wild beasts 
will sometimes come and do great mischief ; for their num- 
bers are great in those tracts.* 

You ride for 20 days without finding any inhabited 
spot, so that travellers are obliged to carry all their pro- 
visions with them, and are constantly falling in with those 
wild beasts which are so numerous and so dangerous. After 
that you come at length to a tract where there are towns 
and villages in considerable numbers.* The people of those 
towns have a strange custom in regard to marriage which 
I will now relate. 

No man of that country would on any consideration 
take to wife a girl who was a maid ; for they say a wife is 
nothing worth unless she has been used to consort with 
men. And their custom is this, that wjien travellers come 
that way, the old women of the place get ready, and take 
their unmarried daughters or other girls related to them, 
VOL. u. D 
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and go to the strangers who are passing, and make over the 
young women to whomsoever will accept them ; and the 
travellers take them accordingly and do their pleasure ; 
after which the girls are restored to the old women who 
brought them, for they are not allowed to follow the 
strangers away from their home. In this manner people 
travelling that way, when they reach a village or hamlet or 
other inhabited place, shall find perhaps ao or 30 ^rls at 
their disposal. And if the travellers lodge with those people 
they shall have as many young women as they could wish 
coming to court them ! You must know too that the tra- 
veller is expected to give the girl who l}as been with him a 
ring or some other trifle, something in fact that she can 
show as a lover’s token when she comes to be married. 
And it is for this in truth and for this alone that they 
follow that custom ; for every girl i% expected to obtain at 
least ao such tokens in the way I have described before she 
can be married. And those who have most tokens, and so 
can show they have been most run after, are in the highest 
esteem, and most sought in marriage, because they say the 
charms of such an one are greatest.^ But after marriage 
these people hold their wives very dear, and would consider 
it a great villainy for a fnan to meddle with another’s wife ; 
and thus though the wives have before marriage acted as 
you have heard, they are kept with great care from light 
conduct afterwards. 

Now I have related to you this marriage custom as 
a good story to tell, and to show what a fine country that 
is for young fellows to go to ! 

The people are Idolaters and an evil generation, holding 
it no sin to rob and maltreat; in fact they are the greatest 
brigands on earth. They live by the chase, as well as on 
their cattle and the fruits of the earth. 

I should tell jrou also that in this country there are 
many of tlw animals that produce musk, which are called 
in the Tartar langu%e Gudderi. Those rascals have great 
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numbers of large and fine dogs, which are of great service 
in catching the musk-beasts, and so they procure great 
abundance of musk. They have none of the Great Kaan’s 
paper money, but use salt instead of money. They are 
very poorly clad, for their clothes are only of the skins of 
beasts, and of canvass, and of buckram.^ They have a lan- 
guage of their own, and they are called Tebet. And this 
country of Teb|:t forms a very great province, of which 
I will give you a brief account. 

Note 1. — The present boundary between China Proper and Tibet is 
to the west of Bathang and the Kinsha Kiang, but till the beginning of 
last century it lay much further east, near Tathsianlu^ or, as the Tibetans 
appear to call it, Tac/iindo, which a Chinese Itinerary given by Ritter 
makes to be 920 li or ii marches from Chingtufu. Hue was tu^elve 
days on the road, and Hodgson’s Nepalese embassy ten. In Marco’s 
time we must suppose thjt Tibet was considered to extend several 
marches further east still, or to the verge of the plains. Mr. Cooper’s 
Journal describes the country entered on the ^tk march from Chingtu 
as very mountainous, many of the neighbouring peaks being capped 
with snow. And he describes the people as speaking a language mixt 
with Tibetan for some distanoe east of Tathsianlu. {Ritter^ IV. 190 
seqq. ; J. A. S. B. xkv. 494-5-) 

Tibet was always reckoned as a part of the Empire of the Mongol 
Kaans in the period of thiir greatness, but it is not very clear how it 
came under subjection to them. No conquest of Tibet by their armies 
appears to be related by either the Mahomedan or the Chinese historians. 
Yet it is alluded to by Plano Carpini, who ascribes the achievement to 
an unnamed son of Chinghiz, and narrated by Sanang Setzen, who says 
that the King of Tibet submitted without fighting when Chinghiz in- 
vaded his country in the year of the Panther (1206). During the reign 
of Mangu Kaan, indeed, Uriangkadai, an eminent Mongol general, who 
had accompanied Prince Kublai in 1253 against Yunnan, did in the 
following year direct his arms against the Tibetans. But this campaign, 
that no doubt to which the text alludes as “ the wars of Mangu Kaan,” 
appears to have occupied only a part of one season, and was certainly 
confined to the parts of Tibet on the frontiers of Yunnan and Ssechuen, 
Koeppen seems to consider it certain that there was no actual conquest 
of Tibet, and (hat Kublai extended his authority over it only by diplo- 
macy and the politic handling of the spiritual potentates who had for 
several generations in 'ftbet been the real rulers of the country. It is 
certain that Chinese history attributes the organization of civil adminis- 
tration in Tibet to Kublai. Mati Dhwaja, a young and able member of 

D a 



30 


MARCO POLO. 


Book II. 


the family which held the hereditary primacy of the Satya convent, and 
occupied the most influential position in Tibet, was formally recoi^nized 
by the Emperor as the head of the Lamaite Churdi and as the tributary 
Ruler of Tibet. He is the same person that we have already (v ol. i. 
p. 28) mentioned as the Passepa or Baspa Lama, the inv^entor of 
Kublai’s official alphabet. {Carpmt\ 658, 709 ; D'Avezac^ $64 ; S, 
Setzen, 89; D'Ohsson^ II. 317; KoeppeUy II. 96; Amyoty XI V. 128.) 

With the caution that Marco’s Travels in Tibet were limited to the 
same mountainous country on the frontier of Ssechuen, we defer further 

geographical cmnment till he brings us to Yunnan. 

• • 

Note 2, — suppose Marco to exaggerate a little about the bamboosi 
bit before ^npowder became familiar, no sharp explosive sounds of 
this kind were known to ordinary experience, and exaggeration was 
natural I have been close to a bamboo jungle on fire. There was a 
great deal of noise comparable to musketry; but the bamboos were 
not of the large kind here spoken of. The Hon. Robert Lindsay de- 
scribing his elephant-catching in Silhet, says : “ At night each man 
lights a fire at his post, and furnishes himself with a dozen joints of the 
large bamboo, one of which he occasionally throws into the fire, and the 
air it contains being rarefied by the heat, it explodes with a report as 
loud as a musket.” {Lives of the Lindsays^ III. 191.) 

Bamboos of three palms in girth (28 to 30 inches) exist, but are not 
ordinary, I should suppose, even in Ssechuen. In 1855 I took some 
pains to procure in Pegu a specimen of the largest attainable bamboo. 
It was ten inches in diameter. • , 

Note 3. — M. Gabriel Durand, a missionary priest, thus describes 
his journey in 1861 to Kiangka, vid Tathsumlu, approximately the line 
of country which we suppose Polo to be traversing : “ Every day we 
made a journey of nine or ten leagues, and halted for the night in a 
Kung-kuan, These are posts dotted at intervals of about ten leagues 
along the road to Hlassa, and usually guarded by three soldiers, though 
the more important posts have twenty. With the exception of some 
Tibetan houses, few and far between, these are the only habitations to 
be seen on this silent and deserted road. . . . I^ytang was the first col- 
lection of houses that we had seen in ten days’ march.” (Ann. de la 
Propag, de la Foi, XXXV. 352 seqqi) 

Note 4. — Such practices are ascribed to many nations. Martini 
quotes something similar from a Chinese author about tribes in Yunnan. 
Even of the Mongols themselves and kindred races, Pallas asserts that 
the young women regard a number of intrigues rather as a credit and 
recommendation than otherwise. Japanese ideas seem, to be not very 
different In old times Milan gives much Jj^e same account of the 
Lydian women. Herodotus’s Gindanes of Lybia afford a perfect parallel, 
“whose woi^ejn wear on their legs anklets of leather. Each lover that 
a woman has gives her one ; and she who can show most is the best 
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esteemed, as she appears to have been loved by the greatest number of 
men.” {Martini^ 14;? ; Pall. Samml. II. 235 ; jEI. Var. Hist HI. i ; 
Pawl. Herod. Bk. IV. 'ch. clxxvi.) 

Mr. Cooper’s Journal, when on the banks of the Kinsha Kiang, west 
of Bathaijg, affords a startling illustration of the persistence of manners 
in this region: ‘‘At lah. 30m. we arrived at a road-side house, 
near which was a grove of walnut-trees ; here we alighted, when to my 
surprise I was surrounded by a group of young girls and two elderly 
women, who invited me to partake of a repast spread under the trees. 

I thought I had , stumbled on a pionic party, of which the 

Tibetans are so fond. Having finished, I lighted my pipe and threw 
myself on the grass in a state of castle-buildihg. I had not lain th^ 
many seconds when the maidens brought a young girl about 15 years 
old, tall and very fair, placed her on th grasse beside me, and forming a 
ring round us, commenced to sing and dance. The little maid beside 
me however was bathi^d in tears. All this, I must confess, a little 
puzzled me, when Philip (the Chinese servant) with a long face came to 
my aid, saying, ‘ Well^ Sir, this is a had business, . . . they are marrying 
you.' Good Heavens! how startled I was.” For the honourable con- 
clusion of this Anglo-Tibetan idyll I must refer to Mr. Cooper’s Journal 
when published. * 

Note 5. — ^All that we have here is clearly meant to apply only to 
the rude people towards the Chinese frontier. The passage about the 
musk animal, both in Pauthier and in the G. T. ascribes the word Gud-- 
deri to the language oof that people, i.e. of the Tibetans. The Geog. 
Latin, however, has “ linguh Tartaricd," and this is the fact. Klaproth 
informs us that Guderi is Jhe Mongol word. And it will be found 
(Kudert) in Kovalevski’s Dictionary, No. 2594, 


CHAPTER XLVI. 

Further Discourse concerning Tebet. 

This province, called Tebet, is of very great extent. The 
people, as I have told you, have a language of their own, 
and they are. Idolaters, and they border on Manzi and sun- 
dry other regions. Moreover, they are very great thieves. 

The country is, in fact, so great thaf it embraces’' eight 
kingdoms, and a vast number of cities and villages.* It. 
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contains in several quarters rivers and lakes, in which gold- 
dust is found in great abundance.* Cinnamon also grows 
there in great plenty. Coral is in great demand in this 
country and fetches a high price, for they delight Jo hang 
it round the necks of their women and of their idols.’ 
They have also in this country plenty of fine woollens and 
other stuffs, and many kinds of spices are produced there 
which are never seen in our countrv. 

Among this people, too, you find the best enchanters 
and astrologers that exist in all that quarter of the world ; 
they perform such extraordinary marvels and sorceries by 
diabolic art, that it astounds one to see or even hear of 
them. So I will relate none of them in this book of ours ; 
people would be amazed if they heard them, but it would 
serve no good purpose."* 

These people of Tebet are a^i ill-conditioned race. 
They have mastiff dogs as big as donkeys, which are capital 
at seizing wild beasts [and in particular the wiki oxen which 
are called Beyantini, very great and fierce animals]. They 
have also sundry other kinds of sporting dogs, and excel- 
lent lanner falcons [and sakers], swift in flight and well- 
trained, which are got in the mountains of the country.* 

Now I have told you in brief all that is to be said 
about Tebet, and so we will leave it, and tell you about 
another province that is called Caindu. 

As regards Tebet, how'ever, you should understand that 
it is subject to the Great Kaan. So, likewise, all the other 
kingdoms, regions, and provinces which are described in 
this book are subject to the Great Kaan ; nay, even those 
other kingdoms, regions, and provinces of which I had 
occasion to speak at the beginning of the book as belong- 
ing to the son of Argon, the Lord of the Levant, are also 
subject to the Emperor ; for the former holds jjis dominion 
of the Kaan, and is his liegeman and kinsman of the blood 
Imperial.'' So you must know that from this province for- 
ward all the provinces mentioned in our book are subject 
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to the Great Kaan ; and even if this be not specially men- 
tioned, you must understand that it is so. 

Now let us have done with this matter, and I will tell 
you about the Province of Caindu. 


Note 1 . — Here Marco at least shows that he knew Tibet to be 
much more extensive than the small part of it that he had seen. But 
beyond this his information amounts to little. 

Note 2. — Or de paliolky' ‘‘ Oro di fagliupla ” (pag/iuo/a, “ a 
spangle ”), must have been the technical phrase for what we call gold- 
dust, and the French now call or en paillettes^ a phrase used by a French 
missionary in speakiig of this very region {An. de la Foiy XXXVII. 427). 
Yet the only example of this use of the word cited in the Voc. IM. 
Universale is from this passage of the Crusca MS. ; and Pipino seems 
not to have understood it, translating “ aurum quod dicitur Deplaglola.” 
Pegolotti uses argento in pagliuola (p. 219). A Barcelona tariff of 1271 
sets so much on every mark of Pallola. And the old Portuguese navi- 
gators seem always to have used the same expression for the gold-dust 
of Africa, ouro de pajola. ^See Mdjor*s Prince Henry^ pp. 1 1 1, 1 12, 1 16; 
Capmany, Memorias, &c., II. App. p. 73.) 

Note 3. — The cinnamon must have been the coarser cassia pro- 
duced in the lower parts of this region (see note to next chapter.). We 
have already (Boo^ I. ch. xXxi.) quoted Tavernier’s testimony to the 
rage for coral among the Tibetans and kindred peoples. Mr. Cooper 
notices the eager demand for coral at Bathang. 

Note 4. — See supra. Book I. chap. Ixi. note 9. 

• • 

Note 5. — The big Tibetan mastiffs are now well known. Mr. 
Cooper, at Tathsianlu, notes that the people of Tibetan race “keep very 
large dogs, as large as Newfoundlands.” And he mentions a pack of 
dogs of another breed, tan and black, “fine animals of the size of 
setters.” The missionary M. Durand also, in a letter from the region 
in question, says, speaking of a large leopard : “ Our brave watch-dogs 
had several times beaten him off gallantly, and one of them had even in 
single combat with him received a blow of the paw which had laid his 
skull open.” {An. de la Foi, XXXVII. 314.) 

The “ wild oxen called Beyamini ” are probably some such species 
as the Gaur. Beyamini I suspect to be no Oriental word, but to stand 
for Buemini, i.e. Bohemian, a name which may have been given by the 
Venetians tg either the bison or urus. Polo’s contemporary, Brunetto 
Latini, seems to speak of one of these as still existing in his day in 
Germany : “ Autre buef naissent en Alemaigqe qui ont grans cors, et 
sont bons por sommier et por vin porter.” (Paris ed., p. 228 ; see also 
Lubbock, 296—7.) 
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CHAPTER XLVII. 

Concerning the Province of Caindu. 

Caindu is a province lying towards the west,* and there is 
only one king in it. [The chief city is also called Caindu, 
and stands at the upper end of the province.] The people 
are Idolaters, subject to the Great Kaan, and they have 
plenty of towns and villages. There is a lake in the country 
in which are found pearls [which are white but not round] . 
But the Great Kaan will not allow theni^to be fished, for 
if people were to take as many as they could find there, 
the supply would be so vast that pearls^would lose their 
value, and come to be worth nothing. Only when it is 
his pleasure they take from the lake so many as he may 
desire ; but any one attempting to tjjke them on his own 
account w'ould be incontinently put to death. 

There is also a mountain in this country wherein they 
find a kind of stone called turquoise, in great abundance; 
and it is a very beautiful stone. These a\po the Emperor 
does not allow to be extracted without his special order,* 

I must tell you of a custom that they have in this 
co^try regarding their v^omen. No man considers him- 
self wronged if a fpreigner, or any other man, dishonour 
las wife, or daughter, or sister, or any woman of his family, 
but on the contrary he deems such intercourse a piece of 
good fortune. And they say that it brings the fiivour of 
their gods and idols, and great increase of temporal 
prosperity. For this reason they bestow their wives on 
foreigners and other people as I will tell you. 

* Whea they fall in with any stranger in want of a 
Iddging they are all eager to take him in. And as soon as 
he has taken up his quarters the master of the house goes 
forth, telling him to consider everything at his disposal, 
and after saying so* he ^I'oceeds to his vineyards or his 
fields, and comes back no more till the stranger has de- 
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parted. The latter abides in the cakifTs house, be k three 
days or be it four, enjoying himself with the fellow’s wife 
or daughter or sister, or .whatsoever woman of the femily 
it best likes him ; and as long as he abides there he leaves 
his hat or some other token hanging at the door, to let 
the master of the house know that he is still there. As 
long as the wretched fellow sees that token, he must not go 
in. And such is the custom over all that province.’ 

The money matters of the people are conducted in this 
way. They have gold in rods which they weigh, and they 
reckon its value by its weight in saggi, but they have no 
coined money. Their small change again is made in this 
way. They have salt which they boil and set in a mould 
[fiat below and round abovej,^ and every piece from the 
mould weighs about half a pound. Now, 8o moulds of 
this salt are worth tyic saggio of fine gold, which is a 
weight so called. So this salt serves them for small 
change.’ 

The musk animals are very abundant in that country, 
and thus of muak also they have great store. They have 
likewise plenty of fish which they catch in the lake in 
which the pearls are pf^aduced. Wild animals, such as lions, 
bears, wolves, stags, bucks and roes, exist in great numbecs ; 
and there are also vast quantities of fowl of every kind. 
Wine .of the vine they have none, but they make a wine 
of wheat and rice and sundry good spices, and very good 
drink it is. There grows also in this country a quantity 
of clove. The tree that bears it is a small one, with leaves 
like laurel but longer and narrower, and with a small white 
flower like the clove.® They have also ginger and cin- 
namon in great plenty, besides other spices which never 
reach our countries, so we need say nothing about them. 

Now wg may leave this province, as we have told you 
all about it. But let me tell you first of this same country 
of Caindu that you ride through it [fifteen] days, con- 
stantly meeting with towns and villages, with people of the 
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same description that I have mentioned. After riding those 
[fifteen]! days you come to a river called Brius, which ter- 
minates the province of Caindu. In this river is found 
much gold-dust, and there is also much cinnamon on its 
banks. It flows to the Ocean Sea. 

There is no more to be said about this river, so I will 
now tell you about another province called Carajan, as you 
shall hear in what follows. 


Note 1. — ^Ramusio’s version here enlarges : “ Don’t suppose from 
my saying towards the west that these countries /really lie in what we 
call the west^ but only that we have been travellieg from regions in the 
east-north-east towards the west, and hence we speak of the countries 
we come to as lying towards the west.” 

Note 2 . — ^We have found no mention elsewhere of the pearls here 
spoken of. But Chinese authorities quoted ^ Ritter mention mother-d- 
pearl as a product of Lithang in this quarter. The same authorities 
speak of turquoises as found in Djaya to the west of Bathang, also in 
this region (Ritter^ IV. 235-6). Amyot states that pearls are found in a 
certain river of Yunnan. (See Trans. R. A. Soc, II, 91.) 

Note 3. — This alleged practice, like that mesitioned in the last 
chapter but one, is ascribed to a variety of people in different parts of 
the world. Both, indeed, have a curious double parallel in the story of 
two remote districts of the Himalya which ivas told to Bernier by an 
old Kashmiri (see Amst, ed. W. 304-5). Polo has told nearly the same 
stoiy already of the people of Kamul (Book I. ch. xK.). It is related by 
Strabo of the Massagetae ; by Elphinstone of the Hazaras ; by Men- 
doza of the Ladrone Islanders ; by other authors of the Nairs of Mala- 
bar, and of some of the aborigines of the Canary Islands. {Caubuly 1 . 
209 ; Mendoza^ II. 254 ; Muller's Strabo ^ p. 439 j Majods Fr. Henry ^ 

p. 213) 

Note 4 . — Ramusio has here : “as big as a twopenny loaf,” and adds, 
“ on the money so made the Prince’s mark is printed ; and no one is 
allowed to make it except the royal officers. . . . And merchants take 
this currency and go to those tribes that dwell among the mountains of 
those parts in the wildest and most unfrequented quarters ; and there 
they get a sag^o of gold for 60, or 50, or 40 pieces of thjs salt money, 
in proportion as the natives are more barbarous and more remote from 
towns and civilized folk. For in such positions they cannot dispose at 
pleasure of their gold and other things, such as musk and the like, for 
want of purchasers ; and so they give them cheap. . . . And the mer- 
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chants travel also about the mountains and districts of Tebet, disposing 
of this salt money in like manner to their own great gain. For those 
people, besides buying necessaries from the merchants, want this salt to 
use in their food ; whilst in the towns only broken fragments are used 
in food, the whole cakes being kept to use as money.” Lieut. Bower, 
in his account of Major Sladen's mission, says that at Momien the salt, 
which is a government monopoly, is “ made up in rolls of one and two 
viss ” (a Rangoon viss is 3 lbs. 5 ozs. 5^ drs.), “and stamped” (p. 120). 

M. Desgodins, a missionary in this part of Tibet, gives some curious 
details of the way in which the civilized traders still prey upon the 
simple hill-folks of that quarter ; exactly as the Hindu Banyas prey upon 
the simple forest-tribes of India. He states one case in which the 
account for a pig had with interest run up to 2127 bushels of coml 
{Ann. de la Foi, XXXVI. 320.) 

This exchange salt cakes for gold forms a curious parallel to the 
like exchange in the heart of Africa, narrated by Cosmas in the 6th 
century, and by Aloisio Cadamosto in the 15 th, (gee Cathay^ p. clxx- 
clxxi.) Gold is said still to be very plentiful in the mountains called 
Gulan-Sigong, to the N.W. of Yunnan, adjoining the great eastern branch 
of the Irawadi, and the Chinese traders go there to barter for it. (See 
/. A. S, B. VI. 272.) • 

Note 5 . — On the continued existence of the use of salt currency in 
regions of the same frontier, I have been favoured with the following 
note by M. Francis Garnier, the distinguished leader of the great 
Kamboja River expedition ifi its latter part : “ Salt currency has a very 
wide diffusion from Muang Yong [in the Burman-Shan country, about 
lat. 21® 4'] to Sheu-pin J^in Yunan, about lat. 23^43']. In the Shan 
markets, especially within the limits named, all purchases are made with 
salt. At Seumao and Pouheul \Esmok ^nd Puer of some of our maps], 
silver weighed and cut in small pieces is in our day tending to drive 
out the custom ; but in former days it must have been universal in the 
tract of which I am speaking. The salt itself, prime necessity as it is, 
has there to be extracted by condensation from saline springs of great 
depth, a very difficult affair. The operation consumes enormous quan- 
tities of fuel, and to this is partly due the denudation of the country.” 
Marco’s somewhat rude description of the process, Jl pretittent la sel e 
la font cuire\ et puis la gitent en formed points to the manufacture spoken 
of in this note. 

Note 6. — M. Pauthier will have it that Marco was here the discoverer 
of Assam tea. Assam is, indeed, far out of our range, but his notice of 
this plant, with the laurel-like leaf and white flower, was brought strongly 
to my recollection in reading Mr. Cooper’s repeated notices, in this very 
region, of the large-leaved tea-tree, with its white flowers ; and, again, of 
“ the hills covered with tea-oil trees, all white with flowers.” And a hill 
between Bathang and the Kinsha Kiang is called the “ Hill of the Tea- 
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Trees ” {Ritter^ IV, 201). Still, one does not clearly see why Polo should 
give tea-trees the name of cloves. 

Failing explanation of this, I should suppose that the cloves of whic h 
the text speaks were cassia-buds y an article once more prominent in 
commerce (as, indeed, were all similar aromatics) than now, but still 
tolerably well known. I was at once supplied with them at a drogheriay 
in the city where I write (Palermo), on asking for Fiori di Canellay the 
name under, which they are mentioned repeatedly by Pegolotti and 
Uzzano, in the 14th and 15th centuries. Friar Jordanus, in speaking 
of the cinnamon (or cassia) of Malabar, says, “ it is the bark of a. laige 
tree which has fruit and flowers like cloves^' (p. aS). The cassia-buds 
have indeed a general resemblance to cloves, but they are shorter, 
lighter in colour, and not angular. The cinnamon, mentioned in the 
next lines as abundantly produced in the same region, was no doubt one 
of the inferior sorts called cassia-bark. 

Williams says ; “ Cassia grows in all the souther# provinces of China, 
especially Kwangs^nd Yunnan, also in Annam, Japan, and the Isles of 
the Archipelago. The wood, bark, buds, seeds, twigs, pods, leaves, oil, 
are all objects of commerce. . . . The buds {kwei-tz^ are the fleshy 
ovaries of the seeds ; they are pressed at one end, so that they bear 
some resemblance to cloves in shape.” UpWkrds of 500 piculs (about 
30 tons), valued at 30 dollars each, are annually exported to Europe and 
India, (Chin, Commercial Guide, 113-T14.) 

The only doubt as regards this explanation will probably be whether 
the cassia would be found at such a height as we may suppose to be 
that of the country in question above the sea-level. T know that cassia 
bark is gathered in the Kasia Hills of Eastern Bengal up to a height of 
about 4000 feet above the sea, and the valleys^at least of “ Calndu ” are 
probably not too elevated for this product. Indeed, that of the Kinsha 
or Brius, near where I suppoSe Polo to cross it, is only 2600 feet. 
Positive evidence I cannot adduce. No cassia or cinnamon was met 
with by M. Garniefs party where they intersected this region. 

I am indebted to Lieut. Gamier for a note as to the ethnography of 
the region with which we are now dealing. A little to the north of 
Li-kiang is found the Tibetan tribe, called by the Chinese Sifan, of 
whose morals tales are told, such as Polo tells of Tebet and Caindu. 
Towards the Lantsang Kiang are the Tibetan tribes called Mosos, 
Lutseuy &c. j the former of whom are also called by the Chinese Lama- 
jin, About the confluence of the Yalung and the Kinsha Kiang, the 
Chinese population is mixed with the Lolo tribes, whom the Chinese 
distinguish as White and Black Lolos, Pai, Lisu, &c. ; the Pai being 
most closely related to the” Shans. On the left bank of the Kinsha, 
between this and Siuchaufu, are the wild and independeht tribes of 
Man-tseu, There is a slight notice of these last in Blakiston’s narrative. 
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CHAPTER XLVIII. 

Concerning the Province of Carajan. 

When you have passed that River you enter on the pro- 
vince of Carajan, which is so large that it includes seven 
kingdoms. It lies towards the west ; the people are Idolaters, 
and they are subject to the Great Kaan. A of hi^ 
however, is there as King of the country, by name Essen- 
TiMUR ; a very great and rich and puissant Prince ; and he 
well and justly rules his dominion, for he is a wise man and 
a valiant. 

After leaving the river that I spoke you go five 
days’ journey towards the west, meeting^^th numerous 
towns and villages. The country is one in which excellent 
horses are bred, and the people live by cattle and ag^culture. 
They have a language of their own which is passing hard 
to understand. At the end of those five days’ journey you 
come to the capital, which is called Yachi, a very great and 
noble city, in which are* numerous merchants and crafts- 
men.’ 

The people are of sundry kinds, for there are not dhly 
Saracens and Idolaters, but also a few Nestorian Christians.* 
They have wheat and rice in plenty. Howbeit they never 
eat wheaten bread, because in that country it is unwhole- 
some.* Rice they eat, and make of it sundry messes, besides 
a kind of drink which is very clear and good, and makes a 
man drunk just as wine does. 

Their money is such as I will tell you. They use for 
the purpose certain white porcelain shells 'that are found in 
the sea, such as are sometimes put on dogs’ collars; and 
8o of these porcelain shells pass for a single weight of 
silver, equivalent to two Venice groats, 24 piccoli. Also 
eight such weights of silver count equal to one such weight 
of gold.'* 

They have brine-wells in this country from which they 
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make salt, and all the people of those parts make a livdng 
by this salt. The King, too, I can assure you, gets a great 
revenue from this salt.^ 

There is a lake in this country of a good hundred miles 
in cofthpass, in w|;iich are foi^d great quantities of the best 
fish in. the world ; fish of great size, and of all sorts. 

They reckon it no matter for a man to ha# intimacy 
with another’s wife, provided the woman be willing. 

Let me tell you also that the people of that country 
eat their meat raw, whether it be of mutton, beef, buffalo, 
poultry, or any other kind. Thus the poor people will go 
to the shambles and take the raw liver as comes from the 
carcase and cutk small, and put it in a sauce of garlic and 
spices, and so * it ; and other meat in like manner, raw, 
just as we eat meat that is dressed.^ 

Now I will tell you about a further part of the Province 
of Carajan, of which I have been speaking. 


Note 1, — We have now arrived at the great province of Carajan, 
the Karajang of the Mongols, which we know to be Yunnan, and at its 
capital Yachi, which — I was about to add — we know to be Yunnan-fu. 
But*! find all the commentators make it something else. Rashiduddin, 
in Jiis detail of the twelve Siijgs or provincial governments of China 
under the Mongols, thus speaks : “ loth, Karajang. This used to be an 
independent kingdom, and the Sing is established at the great city of 
Yachi. All the inhabitants are Mahomedans. The chiefs are Nayan 
Takin and Yakiib Beg, son of ’Ali Beg, the Beliich.” And turning to 
Pauthier's corrected account of the same distribution of the empire from 
authentic Chinese sources (p. 334), we find : “ 8. The administrative 
province of Yunnan. ... Its capital, chief town also of the canton of 
the same name, was called Chung-khing^ now Yunnan-fu.” Hence 
Yachi was Yunnan-fif. 

Yachi was, perhaps, an ancient corruption of the name Yecheu^ which 
the territory bore (according to Martini and Biot) under the Han \ but 
more probably Yecheu was a Chinese transformation of the real name 
Ycuhu The Shans still call the city Muang Chi^ which is perhaps 
another modification of the same name. 

We have thus got Chingtu-fu as one fixed point, and Yunnan-fu as 
another, and wf^ have to track, as we best can, the traveller’s itinerary 
between the two, through what Ritter calls with considerable reason a 
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terra incognita. What little we yet know of this region comes from the 
Catholic missionaries ; and recently from the French Saigon expedition, 
and from Mr. Coop&’s printed but unpublished journal. 

Five days forward from Chingtu-fu brought us on Tibetan ground. 
Five days backward from Yunnan-fu should bring us to the River Brius, 
with its gold-dust and the frontier of, Caindu. Wanti^ a local scale for 
a distance of five days, 1 find that;.our next point in advance, Marco’s 
city of Car^n, undisputedly TaH-fui\& said by him to be ten days 
from YachL The direct distance between the cities of Yunan and Tiali 
1 find by measurement on Keith Johnston’s map to be 133 Italian 
miles. Taking half this as radius, the compasses, swept from Yunan-fu 
as centre, intersect near its most southerly elbow the great upper branch 
of the Kiang, the Kin-sha Kiang of the Chinese, or “ River of the 
Golden Sands,” the Murus Ussu and Brichu of the Mongols and 
Tibetans, and maniS^tly the auriferous Brius of our traveller. Hence 
also the country norm of this elbow is Caindu. 

To define Polo’s route with greater exactness waihave not sufficient 
data, either in the information he affords us or in the small knowledge 
on record elsewhere of those regions. We can only indicate probabili- 
ties which seem fairly consistent with what he says. 

He travels five days through the low lands of Ssechuen to the 
borders of Tibet He then travels 20 days through a depopulated 
region belonging to Tibet, and reaches (25 days, therefore, from Ching- 
tufu) a part of that country where towns and villages are again met 
with. No indication is given of any extent of journey through this 
populated part of I'ibet ; and the next datum for the itinerary is the 
distance travelled through the province of Caindu to the passage of the 
Brius River, viz., 15 day^ as we read after Ramusio ; the other texts 
giving 10 only. 

The only road in this direction of which we know anything is the 
Chinese military road to Lhasa by Tathsianlu, Lithang, and Bathang. 
The itinerary of this road is given from a Chinese work by Ritter, 
with details regarding every station. The number of stations or 
(apparently) of days’ journeys * between Chingtu-fu and Bathang is 25. 
If, then, we suppose that the devastated country extended to the 
vicinity of Bathang, and that Polo thence turned southwards (or 
rather south-eastwards) towards and within the great elbow of the 
Kinsha Kiang, I think we shall have an idea of his route approxi- 
mately correct There is a difficulty, indeed, about putting the place 
where he entered ‘‘ Caindu ” actually at Bathang, because by the data 


♦ Ritter doubts' whether these stations can represent days’ journeys because of the 
large number of li often set down. But probably the // multiply with the difficulties 
of the way. For on comparing his Chinese route with Mr. Hodgson’s Nepalese one, 
it is not difficult to recognize their correspondence in the main ; and’ the Nepalese 
ambassador does not make more than 26 or 27 days from Bathang to Chingtu. 
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such place must be within 20 days of Yachi or Yunnanfu, and Batbang 
is certainly more than this. But w'e have already noticed that the 
traveller seems to leave the distance travelled tlirough the populated 
district indefinite. As regards the name of Caindu or Gaindu, I think 
we may safely recognize in the last syllable the do which is so frequent 
a termination of Tibetan names (Tachindo, Amdo, Tsiamdo, &c.) ; 
and it is by no means improbable that Tsiamdo itself gave name to 
the province in question. Tsiamdo, called by the Chinese Changtu, is 
-.written Kiaomdo by Monsgr. Thomine des Mazures, late Vicar Apostolic 
in Tibet (see Ann, de la Prop, de la Pot, XXXIV.), expressing no 
doubt the local pronunciation. And it is very possible that the name 
used by Polo was really Camdu or Gamdu, which is one reading of the 
aa well ..ite of some others^r In one’ of the Geogrslphiqal 
: ti^nslated in Aiqy6f*s^ collection, w^j^d 4 hat the 

k%>wh by the name of occupied just';^f position which we 

assign to Caindu, viz., north of Likiangfu and west of the Yalung River. 
They fbnneli.y comprised 13 cities, of which Bathang was the capital. 
In 17 1 1 Kanghi attached BatHang and Lithang to Ssechuen, and the 
southern part of the territory to Yunnan {Amyot, XIV. 146), 

Turning to' minor particulars, the Lake mentioned by Polo as exist- 
ing in the territory of Yachi is no doubt the fien-cln^ the Great Lake on 
the shore of which the city of Yunnan stands, and from which boats 
make their way by canals along the walls and streets. Its circumference 
* according to Martini is 500 //. The Take of Caindu in ^ich the pearls 
were found may perhaps be the large lake which Martini mentions as 
lying east of the town of Yungningfu. The large quantities of gold 
derived from the Kinsha-Kiang, and the abundance of musk in that 
vicinity, are testified to by the same authority? 

Returning now to the Kardjang Of the Mongols, or Carajan as Polo 
wntes it, we shall find that the latter distinguislies this great province, 
which formerly, he says, included seven kingdoms, into two Mongol 
Governments, the seat of one being at Yachi, which we have seen to be 
Yunnanfu, and that of the other at a city to which he gives the name of 
the Province, and which we shall find to be the existing Talifu. Great 
confusion has been created in most of the editions by a distinction in 
the form of the name as applied to these two governments. Thus 
Ramiusio prints the province under Yachi as Carajan, and that under 
Tali as Carazan, whilst Marsden, following out his system for the con- 
version of Ramusio s orthography, makes the former Karaian and the 
latter Karazan, Pauthier prints Caraian all through, a fact so far 
valuable as showing that his texts make no distinction between the 
names of the two governments, but which impedes the recognition of 
the old Mongol nomenclature. I have po doubt that the name all through 
should b^read Carajan, and on this I have acted. In the Geog. Text we 
find the name given at the end of chapter xlvii. Caravan, in ch. xtviii. 

Carajan, in <#i. xlix. as Caraian, thus just reversing the distinction, 
m^e by Marsden. The Crusca has Cliaragia{n) all through. 
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The name then was Kard-jdng^ in which the iirst element was the 
Mongol or Turki Kard, “ Black.” For we find in another passage of * 
Rashid the following information — To the south-west of Cathay is the 
country called by the Chinese Dailiu or “ Great Realm,” and by the 
Mongols Kardjdng, in the language of India and Kashmir Kandar, and 
by us KandaMr, This country, which is of vast extent, is bounded on 
one side by Til jet and Tangut, and on others by Mongolia, Cathay, and 
the country of the Gold Teeth. The King of Karajang uses the tide of 
Mahard^ Le, Cireat King. The capital is called Yachi, and there the 
council of administration is established. Among the inhabitants of this 
country some are black, and others are white ; these latter are called 
by the Mongols “ Chaghdn-Jdng'^ (“ White Jang ”). Jang\L2& not been 
explained. But a great part of the population of Western Yunnan are 
of the Shan or Laos race, and the kings oi Nan-chao as the dynasty was 
called by the Chinese ruled Yunna^vat the time of the Moiipl 
invasion belonged to tS^it race.t Now it is stated hy several mod^ 
travellers that the people of Laos are classified, as Blackiibellies and 
White-bellies, according as they are tattooed or not. The Kara-jang * 
and Chaghan-jang appear to correspond also to the U-man 2j[iA\Pe-man^ 
or Black Barbarians and White Barbarians, who a^e mentioned by 
Chinese authorities as conc|uered by the Mongols. It would seem from 
one of Pautliier^s Chinese quotations (p. 388), that the CMghan-jang w'^ere 
found in the vicinity of Likiangfu. (uOhsson^ II. 317 ; Geog. Soc. 

III. 294.) 

Regarding Rashiduddin’s application of the name Kandahdr or Gan- 
dhira to Yunnan, and curious points connected therewith, I must refer to 
a paper of mine-in the J. R. A. Society for 1869. 

What has been said of tjje supposed name Caraian, disposes, I trust, 
of the fancies which have connected. the origin of the Karens of .Burma 
with it. More groundless still is M. Fauthier’s deduction of the Talain^ 
of Pegu (as the Burmese call them) from the people of Tali, who fled 
from Kublai’s invasion. 

Note 2. — The existence of Nestorians in this remote province is very 
notable ; and also the early prevalence of Mahomedanism, which Rashid- 
uddin intimates in stronger terms. “ All the inhabitants of Yachi,” he 
says, “ are Mahomedans.” This was no doubt an exaggeration, but the 
Mahomedans seem always to have continued to be an important body in 
Yunnan up to our own day. In 1855 began their revolt against the 
imperial authority, which has for the present resulted in the establish- 


* See Qnatretfihri s Pashidnddin^ p. Ixxxvi-xcvi. My quotation is made up from 
tivo citations by (^atrem^re, one from his text of Rashiduddin, and the other from the 
History of Benaketi, which Quatrem^re shows to have been drawn -from Rashiduddin, 
whilst it contains some particulars not existin^r in his text of that author. 

+ The title Cheto in I^an-Chao is said by a Chinese author (Pauthier, p. 39*) io 
signify King in the language of those barbarians. This is evidently the Chao which 
forms an essential part of the title of all Siamese and Shan princes. 

VOL. II. E , 
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ment of their independence in Western Yunnan under a chief whom 
they call Sultan Suleiman. A proclamation in remarkably good Arabic 
announcing the inauguration of his reign’ appears io have been circulated 
to Mahomedans in foreign states, and a copy of it some years ago found 
its way through the Nepalese agent at T/hasa into the hands of Colonel 
Ramsay, the British Resident at Katmandu. 

Note 3. — ^Wheat grows as low as Ava, but there also it is not 
used for bread, only for confectionary and the like. The same is the 
case in Eastern China (see ch. xxvi. note 4, and Middle Kingdom^ 
11. 43). 

Note 4. — The word piccoli is supplied, doubtfully, in lieu of an 
unknown symbol. If correct, then we should read “ 24 piccoli each^' for 
this was about the equivalent of a grosso. This is the first time Polo 
mentions cowries, which he calls porcellanL This might have been 
rendered by the corresponding vernacular name ^ Pig-shells^ applied to 
certain shells of that genus (Cypraea) in some parts of England. It 
is worthy of note that as the name porcellana has been transferred from 
these shells to China-ware, so the word pig has been in Scotland applied 
to crockery ; whether the process has been analogous I cannot say. 

Klaproth states that Yunnan is the only country of China in which 
cowries had continued in use, though in ancient times they were more 
generally diffused. According to him 80 cowries were equivalent to 
6 cash, or a halfpenny. About 1780 in Eastern Bengal 80 cowries were 
worth f of a penny, and some 40 years ago when Prinsep compiled 
his tables in Calcutta (where cowries ware still in use a few years ago, if 
not now) 80 cowries were worth of a penny. 

The most comprehensive employment of th^ cowrie currency of 
which I have ever heard is- that described Uy the Hon, Robert Lindsay 
„ .. ^1^ existing in Eastern Benga^ during the last century. When that gen- 
^tlemanwent as Resident and ^qHector to Silhet about 1778, cowries 
^constituted nearly the whole currency of the Province. The yearly 
^revenue amounted to 250,000 rupees, and this was entirely paid in 
(cowries at the rate of 5120 to the rupee. It required large warehouses 
' to contain them, and when the year’s collection was complete a large 
/fleet of boats to transport them to Dacca, Before Lindsay’s time it had 
^een the custom to count the whole before embarking them 1 {Lives of 
dhe Lindsays y III. 169, 170.) 

Klaproth’s statement has ceased to be correct. Lieut. Gamier found 
cowries nowhere in use north of Luang Prabang; and among the Kak- 
"hyens in western Yunnan these shells are used only for ornament. 

bfOTE 6. — See chap, xlvii. note 4. • Martini speaks of a great brine- 
well to the N.R. of Yaogan (W.N.W. of the city of "Vkinnan), which 
supplied the whole countiy round. 

Note 6. — Tyro particulars appearing in these latter paragraphs are 
alluded to by Rashiduddin in giving a brief account of the overland 
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route from India to China, which is unfortunately very obscure : “ Thence 
you arrive at the bo 4 fers of Tibet, where they eat raw meat and worship 
images, atid have no shame respecting their wives” (^Elliot, p. 73). 


CHAPTER XLIX. 

Concerning a further part of the Province of Carajan. 

Aptkr leaving that city of Yachi of which I have been 
speaking, and ti\ veiling ten days towards the west, you 
come to another capital city which is still in the province 
of Carajan, and is itself called Carajan. The people are 
Idolaters and subject to the Great Kaan ; and the King is 
CoGACHiN, who is a s*in of the Great Kaan.‘ 

In this country gold-dust is found in great quantities ; 
that is to say in the rivers and lakes, whilst in the moun- 
tains gold is also found in pieces of larger size. Gold 
is indeed so abundant that they give one saggio of gold 
for only six of the same weight in silver. And for small 
change they use the porcelain shells as I mentioned before. 
These are not found in the country, however, but are 
brought from India. , 

* In this province are found snakes and great serpents of 
such vast size as to strike fear into those who see themj and 
so hideous that the very account of them must excite the 
wonder of .those to hear it. I will tell you how long and 
big they are. 

You may be assured that some of them are ten paces in 
length ; some are more and some less. And in bulk they 
are equal to a great cask, for the bigger ones are about ten 
palms in gjrth. They have two forelegs near the head, but 
for foot nothing but a claw like the claw of a hawk or that 
of a lion. The head is very big, and the eyes are bi gg er 
than a great loaf of bread. The mouth is large enough to 
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swallow a man whole, and is garnished wi^ great [pointed] 
teeth. And in short they are so fieifl^looking and so 
hideously ugly, that every man and beast must stand in fear 
trembling of them. There sire also smaller pn^i such 
as of eight paces long, and of five, and of one pace oflify. 

The way in which they are caught is this. You must 
know that by day they live underground because of the 
great heat, and in the night they go out to feed, and 
devour every animal they can catch. They go also to 
drink at the rivers and lakes and springs. And their weight 
is so great that when they travel in search of food or drink, 
as they do by night, the tail makes a gj^at furrow in the 
soil as if a full tun of liquor had been dragged along. 
Now the huntsmen who go after them take them by a 
certain gyn which they set in the track over which the 
serpent has past, knowing that the.beast will come back 
the same way. They plant a stake deep in the ground and 
fix on the head of this a sharp blade of steel made like a 
razor or a lance-point, and then they cover the whole with 
sand so that the serpent cannot Tsee it. Indeed the hunts- 
man plants several such stakes and blades on the track. 
On coming to the spot the beast strikes against the iron 
blade with such force that it enters his breast and rives him 
up to the navel, so that he dies on the spot ; [and the crows 
on seeing the brute dead begin to caw, and then the hunts- 
men know that the serpent is dead and come in search 
of him]. 

This then is the way these beasts are taken. Those 
who take them proceed to extract the gall from the inside, 
and this sells at a great price ; for you must know it 
furnishes the material for a most precious medicine. Thus 
if a person is bitten by a mad dog, and they give him but 
a small pennyweight of this medicine to drink^ he is cured 
in a moment. Again .if a woman is hard in labour they 
give her just such another dose and she is delivered at 
once. Yft again if one has any disease like the itch, or it 
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may be worse, and applies a small quantity of this gall he 
shall speedily be ^ured. So you see why it sells at such 
a high price. 

^ j They also sell the fi«h of this serpen^ for it is excelleqt 
Siting, and the people are. very fond of it. ■ And.wteh tb^ 
serpents are very hungry, sometimes they will seek out the 
lairs of lions or bears or other large wild beasts, and devour 
their cubs, without the sire and dam being able to prevent 
it. Indeed if they catch the. big ones themselves they 
devour them too ; they can make no resistance.* 

In this province also are hred large and excellent horses 
which are taken **'■0 India for sale. And you must know 
that the people dock two or three joints of the tail from 
their horses, to prevent them from flipping their riders, 
a thing which they consider very unseemly. They ride 
long like Frenchmen, and wear armour of boiled leather, 
and carry spears and shields and arblasts, and all their 
quarrels are poisoned.^ [[And I was told as a fact that 
many persons, especially those meditating mischief con- 
stantly carry this poison ibout with them, so that if by any 
chance they should be taken, and be threatened with 
torture, to avoid this* they swallow the poison and so die 
speedily. But princes who are aware of this keep ready 
dog’s dung, which they cause the criminal instantly to 
swallow, to make him vomit the poison. And thus they 
manage to cure those scoundrels.] 

I will iell you of a wicked thing they used to do before 
the Great Kaan conquered them. If it chanced that a 
man of fine person or noble birth, or some other quality 
that recommended him, came to lodge with those people, 
then they would murder him by poison, or otherwise. And 
this they did, not for the sake of plunder, but because they 
believed that in this way the goodly favour^ and wisdom 
and repute of the murdered man w#uld cleave to the house 
where he was slain. And in this manner many were mur- 
dered before the country was conquered by the Great 
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Kaan. But since his conquest, some 35 years ago, these 
crimes and this evil practice has prevailed no more; and 
this through dread of the Great Kaan who will not permit 
such things.^ 


Note 1 . — There can be no doubt, I believe, that this second chief 
. dty of Caxajan, is Tau*fu, which was the capital of the Shan Kingdom 
the Chine^: Nan-Chaa This kingdom had subsisted^ Jn.Yun^: 
nan since 7 3S, and pix>bably had embraced the upper part of &e 
Valley. For the Chinese teU us it was also called Matmg^ and it pra^~ 
bably was identical with the Shan Kingdom of Moung Maorong or 
of Pong^ of which Capt Pemberton procured a Chu/nicle. The city of 
Tali was taken by Kublai in 1253-4. The circnmstaxiee that it was 
known to the invaders (as appears from Polo’s statement) by the name 
of the province is probably an indication of the fact that it was the 
capital of Carajan before the conquest. The distance from Yachi to 
this city of Karajang is ten days, and this corresponds well with the 
distance from Yunnan-fu to Tali-fu. For we find that, of the three Burmese 
Embassies whose itineraries are given by Burney, one makes 7 marches 
between those cities, specifying 2 of them as double marches, therefore 
equal to 9, whilst the other tw^o make 1 1 marches, lali-fu is a small 
old city overlooking its large lake and an extensive plain devoid of trees. 
Lofty mountains rise on the south side of the city, f The Lake appears 
to communicate with the Mekong, and the story goes, no doubt fabulous, 
that boats have come up to Tali from the Ocean. 

Tali-fu is now the capital of Sultan Suleiman. It was reached by 
Lieut. Gamier in a daring ddtour by the north of Yunnan, but his 
party were obliged to leave in haste on the 2nd day after their arrival. 

We see that Polo says the King ruling for Kublai at this city was 
a son of the Kaan, callecl Cogachin, whilst he told us in the last chapter 
that the King reigning at Yachi was also a son of the Kaan, called Ess£n- 
TiMUR. It is probably a mere lapsus or error of dictatiom calling the 
latter a son of the Kaan, for in chap. li. infra, this prince is correctly 
described as the Kaan’s grandson. Relating there an action with the 
Burmese which took place about 1277, he says this was before the Kaan 
had sent any of his sons to rule the province, “ as he did at a later date, 
when he made Sentemur King there, the son of one of his sons who 
was dead.” Rashiduddin tells us that Kublai had given his son HukIji 
(or perhaps Hogdchi, i.e. Cogachin) the government of Karajang, and 
that after the death of this Prince the government was continued to his 
son IsENTiMUR. Klaproth %ives the date of the latter’s nomination 
from the Chinese Annals as 1280. It is not easy to reconcile Marco’s 
statements perfectly with a knowledge of these facts ; but we may suppose 
that in speaking of Cogachin as ruling at Karajang (or Tali-fu) and Esen- 
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timur at Yachi, lie describes things as they stood when his visit occurred, 
whilst in the second reference to “Sentemur’s” being King in the pro- 
vince and his father dead, he speaks from later knowledge. This inter- 
pretation would confirm what has been already deduced from other 
circumstances, that his visit to Yunnan was prior to 1280. {Pembertoii s 
Report on the Eastern Frontier^ i oS se^q. / Quat Rashid, p. Ixxxix-xc; 
Journ, Asiat, ser. 2, vol. i.) 

Note 2. — It cannot be doubted, I think, that Marco's serpents here 
are alligators, in spite of his strange mistakes about their having only two 
feet and one claw on each, and his imperfect knowledge of their aquatic 
habits. He may have seen only a mutilated specimen. But there is no 
mistaking the hideous ferocity of the countenance, and the eyes bigger 
than a fourpenny loaf,” as Ramusio has it. Though the actual eye of the 
alligator does not bear this comparison, the prominent orbits do, and 
form one of the most repulsive features of the reptile’s physiognomy. 
In fact its presence on the surface of an Indian river is often recog- 
nizable only by three dark knobs rising above the surface, viz. the snout 
and the two orbits. And there is some foundation for what our author 
says of the animal’s habits, for the alligator does sometimes frequent 
holes at some distance froid water, of which a striking instance is within 
my own recollection (in which the deep furrowed track also was a 
notable circumstance). 

The Cochin Chinese are very fond of alligator’s flesh, and there is or 
was a regular export of this dainty for their use from Kamboja. I have 
known it eaten by ceitain classes in India. {J, R, G, S, XXX. 193.) 

The term serpent is applied by many old writers to crocodiles and 
the like, e,g, by Odoric, and perhaps allusively by Shakspeare (“ Wherds 
my Serpent of Old NileV), Mr. Fergusson tells me he was once much 
struck with the snake-like motion of a group of alligators hastily descend- 
ing to the water from a high sand-bank, without apparent use of the limbs, 
when surprised by the approach of a boat. 

Matthioli mentions the gall of the crocodile as surpassing all medi- 
cines for the removal of pustules and the like from the eyes. Vincent 
of Beauvais mentions the same, besides many other medical uses of the 
reptile’s carcase, including a very unsavoury cosmetic. {Matt, p. 245 ; 
Spec, Natur, Lib. XVII. c. 106, 108.) 

Note 3. — I think the great horses must be an error, though running 
through all the t^xts, and that grant quantity de chevaus was probably 
intended. Valuable ponies are produced in those regions, but I have 
never heard of large horses, and Martini’s testimony is to like eflfect 
(p. 1 41). Nor can I hear of any race in those regions in modern times 
that use what we should call long stirrups. - It is true that the Tartars 
rode ve/y short — “ brevissimas habent strepas” as Carpini says (643). 
Both Burmese and Shans ride what we should call short ; and Major 
Sladen observes of the people on the western border of Yunnan : “ Ka- 
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chyens and Shans ride on ordinary Chinese saddles. The stirrups are of 
the usual average length, but the saddles are so constructed as to rise at 
least a foot above the pony’s back.” He adds with reference to another 
point in the text : “ I noticed a few Shan ponies %mth docked tails. But 
the more general practice is to loop up the tail in a knot, the object 
being to protect the rider, or rather his clothes, from the dirt with wliich 
they would otherwise be spattered from the flipping of the animal’s tail.” 
{MS. Notes.) 

Armour of boiled leather — “ armes mi racks de cuir bouiili;'' so ]\au- 
thier’s text ; the material so often mentioned in medieval costume, e. g. 
in the leggings of Sir Thopas : — 

“ ITis jambeux were of cuirbouly, 

His swerdes slielli of ivory, 

His helme of latoun bright.” 

But the reading of the G. Text which is ‘Sv/zV dc bufall' is probably the 
right one. Some of the Miaiitse of Kweichau are described as wearing 
armour of buffalo-leather overlaid with iron plates {Ritter y IV. 768-776). 
Arblasts or crossbows are still charactejastic weapons of many of the 
^der tribes of this region ; e.g. of some of t^e Singphos, of the Mishmis 
of Upper Assam, of the Lutze of the valley of the Lukiang, of tribes of 
the hills of Laos, of the Stiens of Cambodia, and of several of the Miauts^ 
tribes of the interior of China. We give a cut copied from a Chinese 
Work on the Miautsd of Kweichau in Dr. Lockhart’s possession, which 
shows three little men of the ^Sang-Miau tribe of Kweichau combining 
to bend a crossbow, and a chief with armes cuiracisl 

Note 4.— I have nowhere met with a precise parallel to this remark- 
able superstition, but the following piece of Folk-Lore has a considerable 
analogy to it. This extraordinary custom is ascribed by Ibn Fozlan 
to the Bulgarians of the Wolga : ‘‘ If they find a man endowed with 
special intelligence then they say : ‘ This man should serve oiir Lord 
God and so they take him, run a noose round his neck and hang him 
on a tree, where they leave him till the corpse Jails to pieces.” This is 
precisely what Sir Charles Wood did with the Indian Corps of Engineers ; 
— doubtless on the same principle ! 

Archbishop Trench, in a fine figure, alludes to a belief prevalent 
among the Polynesian Islanders, “ that the strength and valour of the 
Warriors whom they have slain in battle passes into themselves, as their 
rightful inheritance.” {Fraehiiy Wolga-Bulgaren, p. 50 ; Studies in the 
Gospelsy p. 22 ; see also Lubbocky 457.) 




52 


MARCO POLO. 


Book II. 


CHAPTER L. 

* • 

Concerning the Province of Zardandan. 

When you have left Carajan and have travelled five days 
westward, you find a province called Zakdandan. The 
people are Idolaters and subject to the Great Kaan. The 
capital city is called Vochan. 

The people of this country all have their teeth gilt; 
or 'rather every mah covers his teeth with a sort of golden 
ti> fit thenij both the upper teeth and the under, 
ibie men do this, but not the women.* * ^The men also 
are wont to gird their arms and legs with bands or fillets 
pricked in black, and it is done thus ; they take five needles 
joined together, and with these they prick the flesh till the 
blood comes, and then they rub in a qprtain black colouring 
stufi^ and this is perfectly indelible. It is considered a piece 
of elegance and the sign of gentility to have this black 
band.*] The men are all gentlemen in their fashion, and 
do nothing but go to the wars, or ^o hunting and hawking. 
The ladies do all the business, aided by the slaves who have 
been taken in war.* • 

. And when one of tjieir wives has been delivered of a 
child, the infant is washed and swathed, and then the woman 
gets up and goes about her household affairs, whilst the 
■ husband takes to bed with the child by his side, and so 
keeps his bed for 40 days ; and all the kith and kin come 
to visit him and keep up a great festivity. They do this 
because, say they, the worhan has had a hard bout of it, and 
’tis but fair the man should have his share of suffering.* 

. They eat all kinds of meat, both raw and cooked, and 
they eat rice with their cooked meat as their fashion is. 
Their drink is wine made of rice and spices, and excellent it 
is. Their money is gold, and for small change they use 
pig-shells. ^And I can tell you they give one weight of 
gold for only five of silver; for there is no silver-mine 



Chap. L. THE PROVINCE OF ZARDANDAN. 53 

within five months’ journey. And this induces merchants 
to go thither carrying a large supply of silver to change 
am^% that people. And as they have only five weights of 
silver to give for one of fine gold, they make immense 
profits by their exchange business in that country.^ 

These people have neither idols nor churches, but 
worship the progenitor of their family, “for ’tis he,” say 
they, “ from whom we have all sprung.” * They have no 
letters or writing ; and ’tis no wonder, for the country is 
wild and hard of access, full of great woods and mountains 
which ’tis impossible to pass, the ^ is so impure and 
unwholesome; and any foreigners attempting it would die 
for certun. When these people have any business transac- 
tions with one another, they take a piece of stick, rotmd or 
square, and split it, each taking half. And on either half 
they cut two or three jiotches. And when the account is 
settled the debtor receives back the other half of the stick 
from the creditor.® 

And let me tell you that in all those three provinces 
that I have been <speakin^ of, to wit Carajan, Vochan, and 
Yachi, there is never a leech. But when any one is ill they 
send for the Devil-coi^urors who are the keepers of their 
idols. When these are come the sick man tells what ailj 
him, and then the conjurors incontinently begin playing 
on their instruments and singing and dancing ; and the 
conjurors dance to such a pitch that at last one of them will 
fall to the ground lifeless, like a dead man. And then the 
devil entereth into his body. And when his comrades see 
him in this plight they begin to put questions to him about 
the sick man’s ailment. And he will reply : “ Such or 
such a spirit hath been meddling with the man,’ for that he 
hath angered the spirit and done it some despite.” Then 
they say ; “We pray thee to pardon him, and to take of his 
blood or of his goods what thou wilt in consideration 
of thus restoring him to health?* And when they have so 
prayed, the malignant spirit that is in the body of the pros- 
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trate man will (mayhap) answer : “ The sick man hath also 
done great despite unto such another spirit, and that is 
so ill-disposed that it will not pardon him on any accomn 
— this at least is the answer they get if the patient be like to 
die. But if he is to get better the answer will be that they 
are to bring two sheep, or may be three ; and to brew ten 
or twelve jars of drink, very costly and abundantly spiced.® 
Moreover it will be announced that the she^ must be aJl 
black-^ced, or of some other particular colour as it may 
happen; and then all those things are to be offered in 
sacrifice to such and such a spirit whose name is given.’ 
And they are to bring so many conjurors, and so many 
ladies, and the business is to be done with a great singing of 
lauds, and with many lights and store of good perfumes. 
That is the sort of answer they get if the patient is to get well. 
And then the kinsfolk of the sick n^n go and procure all 
that has been commanded, and do as has been bidden, and 
the conjuror who had uttered all that gets on his legs again. 

So they fetch the sheep of the colour prescribed, and 
slaughter them, and sprinkle the*blood oi er such places as 
have been enjoined, in honour and propitiation of the spirit. 
And the conjurors come, and the 'ladies, in the number 
that was ordered, arid wl\en all are assembled and everything 
is ready, they begin to dance and play and sing in honour 
of the spirit. And they take flesh-broth, and drink, and 
lign-aloes, and a great number of lights, and go about 
hither and thither, scattering the broth and the drink and 
the meat also. And when they have done this for a while, 
again shall one of the conjurors fall flat and wallow there 
foaming at the mouth, and then the others will ask if he 
have yet pardoned the sick man ? And sometimes he shall 
answer yes! and sometimes he shall answer no! And if 
the answer be no, they shall be told that somethjpg or other 
has to be done all over again, and then he shall be pardoned ; 
so this th^ do. And when all that the spirit has com- 
manded has been done with great ceremony, then it will be 
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announced that the man is pardoned and shall be speedily 
cured. So wlien they at length receive such a reply, they 
announce that it is all made up with the spirit, and that he 
is propitiated, and they fall to eating and drinking with 
great joy and mirth, and he who had been lying lifeless on 
the ground gets up and takes his share. So when they have 
all eaten and drunken, every man departs home. And pre- 
sently the sick man gets sound and well.*® 

Now that I have told you of the customs and naughty 
ways of that people, we will have done talking of them and 
their province,^ and I will tell you about others, all in 
regular order and succession. 


Note 1. — Ramusio says that both men and women use this gold case. 
There can be no better instance of the accuracy with which Polo is 
generally found to have represented Oriental names, when we recover his 
real representation of them, than this name 2 ^rdandan. In the old 
Latin editions the name appeared as Ardandan^ Arcladam^ &c. ; in 
Ramusio as Cardandan^ correctly enough, only the first letter should 
have been printed Q, Marsden, carrying out his systematic conversion 
of the Ramusian spelling, made this into Kardandan^ and thus the name 
became irrecognizabfe, Klaproth, I believe, first showed that the word 
was simply the Persian* ZXr-dandXn “Gold-Teeth,” and produced quota- 
tions from Rashiduddin fhentioning the people in question by that 
identical name. Indeed that historian mentions them several times. 
Thus : “ North-west of China is the frontier of Tibet, and of the Zar- 
DANDAN, who lie between Tibet and Kardjdng. These people cover 
their teeth with a gold case, which they take off when they eat.” They 
are also frequently mentioned in the Chinese annals about this period 
under the same name, viz., Kin-chi^ “ Gold-Teeth,” and some years after 
Polo’s departure from the East they originated a revolt against the 
Mongol yoke, in which a great number of the imperial troops were 
massacred. {Demailla, IX. 478-9.^ 

Vochan seems undoubtedly to be, as Martini pointed out, the city 
called by the Chinese Yung-chang-fu. Some of the old printed editions 
read Unciam^ Le, Uncham or Unchan, and it is probable that either this 
or Vi dan, i.e. Vonchan was the true reading, coming very close to the 
proper name, which is Wuntshen (see J, A. S, B, VI. 547). This city 
has been a Cfiinese one for several centuries, and previous to the late 
Mahomedan revolt its population was almost exclusively Chinese, with 
only a small mixture of Shans. It is now noted for the remarkable 
beauty and fairness of the women. But it is mentioned by Chinese 
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authors as having been in the middle ages the capital of the (lold- 
Teeth. These people, according to Martini, dwelt chiefly to the north 
of the city. They used to go to worship a huge stone, loo feet high, at 
Nan-ngan, and to cover it annually with gold-leaf. Some additional 
particulars about the Kinchi, in the time of the Mongols, will be found 
in PauthiePs notes (p. 398). 

It has not been determined who are the representatives of these 
Gold-Teeth, who were evidently distinct from the Shans, not Buddhist, 
and without literature. I should think it probable that' they were either 
Kakhyens or Singphos^ the two largest tribes apparently in that quarter 
(and closely akin to each other, indeed essentially identical in race) ; * 

. probably Singphos. For the Kakhyens, or Kachyens (as I observe 
Majov Sladen calls them), are probably represented by.the Goifehangpt 
of Pauthiex’s extracts, who are named as distinct mm 
the kinchi (pp. 397? 411). The Singphos have now extended widely 
to the west of the Upper Irawadi and northward into Assam, but their 
traditions bring them from the borders of Yunnan. The original and still 
most populous seat of the Kakhyen or Singpho race is pointed out by 
Col. Hannay in the Gulansigung mountains and the valley of the eastern 
source of the Irawadi. This agrees with Martini’s indication of the seat 
of the Kinchi as north of Yunchang. Chie of Hannay’s notices of 
Singpho customs should also be compared with the interpolation from 
Ramusio about tattooing : " Tlie men tattoo their limbs slightly, and all 
married females are tattooed on both legs from the ankle to the knee, in 
broad horizontal circular bands. Both jsexes also wear rings below the 
knee of fine shreds of rattan varnished black ” (p. 18). 

The only other wild tribe spoken of by Major Sladen as attending 
the markets on the frontier is that of the Lvaus (already mentioned by 
Lieut. Gamier supra, ch. xlvii. note 6). The latter officer also mentions 
^he Mossos, who are alleged once to have formed an independent 
kingdom about Likiangfu. Possibly further knowledge may connect 
one of these with the Gold-Teeth. 

The characteristic of casing the teeth in gold should identify the tiibe 
did it still exist But I can learn nothing of the continued existence of 
such a custom among any tribe of the Indo-Chinese continent The in- 
sertion of gold studs or spots, which Biirck confounds with it, is common 
enough among Indo-Chinese races, but that is quite a different thing. 
The actual practice of the Zardandan is however followed by some of 
the people of Sumatra, as both Marsden and Raffles testify ; “ The great 

# 


* ** Singpho” says Colonel Hannay, signifies in the Kakhyen language f a man,’ 
and all of this race who have settled in Hookong or Assam are thin^ designated ; the 
reason of their .change of name I could not ascertain, but so much importance seems 
to be attached to it, that the Singphos, in talking of their eastern and southern 
neighbours, caH them Kakhyens or Kakoos, and consider it an insult to be called so 
thenfiselves .” — Sketch of the Singphos, or the Kakhyens of Burma, Calcutta, 1847, 

p. 3 - 4 - 



Chap. L. 


CUSTOM OF THE COUVADE. 


57 


men sometimes set their teeth in gold, by casing with a plate of that 
metal the under row .... it is sometimes indented to the shape of the 
teeth, but more usually quite plain. They do not remove it either to 
eat or sleep,” The like custom is mentioned by old travellers at Macassar, 
and with the substitution of silver for gold by a modem traveller as 
existing in Timor ; but in both, probably, it was a practice of Malay 
tribes, as in Sumatra. (Marsderis Sumatra^ 3rd ed. p. 52 ; Raffled s Java^ 
I. 105 ; Bickmords Tnd, Archipelago,) 

Note 2. — ^This is precisely the account which Lt. Gamier gives of the 
people of Laos : The Laos people are very indolent, and when they 
are not rich enough to possess slaves they make over to their women the 
greatest part of the business of the day ; and ’tis these latter who not 
only do all the work of the house, but who husk the rice, work in the 
fields, and paddle th^ canoes. Hunting and fishing are almost the only 
occupations which pertain explusively to the stronger sex.*' {Notice sur 
le Voyage dl Exploration^ &c., p. 34.) 

Note 3. — ^This highly eccentric practice has been ably illustrated and 
explained by Mr. Tylor, under the name of the Couvade^ or “ Hatching,” 
by which it is known in some of the B^am districts of the Pyrenees, in 
which it formerly existed, it does still or did recently, in certain parts 
of Biscay. In certain valleys of Biscay,” says Francisque-Michel, ‘‘in 
which the popular usages carry us back to the infancy of society, 
the woman immediately after her delivery gets up and attends to the 
cares of the household, whiliit the husband takes to bed with the 
tender fledgeling in*his arms, and so receives the compliments of his 
neighbours.** 

The nearest people to nhe Zardandan of whom I find tfiis custom 
elsewhere recorded, is one called Langszi, a small tribe of aborigines in the 
department of Weining, in Kweichau, but dose to the border of Yunnarft 
“Their manners and customs are very extraordinary. For example, 
when the wife has given birth to a child, the husband remains in the 
house and holds it in his arms for a whole month, not once going out of 
doors. The wife in the mean time does all the work in doors and out, 
and provides and serves up both the food and drink for the husband, she 
only giving suck to the child.** I am informed also that, among the 
Miris on the Upper Assam border, the husband on such occasions 
confines himself strictly to the house for forty days after the event. 

The custom of theCouvade has been found among the Carib aborigines 
of the West Indies, amo&g the Abipones of Central South America, among 
the aborigines of California, among some of the tribes of Guiana, in West 
Africa, in the Island of Bouro in the Indian Archipelago, &c. According 
to Diodorus if prevailed in ancient Corsica, according to Strabo among 
the Iberians of Northern Spain (where we have seen it has lingered to 
recent times), according to Apollonius Rhodius among the Tibareni of 
Pontus. Modified traces of a like practice, not carried to the 'i^me 
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extent of oddity, are also found in a variety of countries besides those 
that have been named, as in Borneo, in Kamtchatka, and in Greenland. 
In nearly all cases some particular diet, or abstinence from certain kinds 
of food and drink, and from exertion, is prescribed to the father ; in sonic, 
more positive and trying penances are inflicted. 

Butler had no doubt our Traveller’s story in his head when be 
made the widow in Hudibras allude in a ribald speech to the supposed 
fact that 

, << Chineses go to bed 

And lie in, in their ladies* stead.” 

cdstx^ is hnmorohsly-iiitaad ast ^o^C^ 

Aucosin dita .Aucasin:^^ 

castle of Torelote a^^Ss for the king and }S told he is in , Wieitis 

then is his wife ? She is gone to the wars and has«taken all the people 
with her. Aucasin, greatly astonished, enters the" palace and wanders 
through it till he comes to the chamber where the king lay 

** En le canbre entre Aucasins 
Li cortois et li gentis ; 

11 est Venus dusqu*au lit 
Alec it li Rois se gist. • 

PardeVant Itti's’aresfif - • ^ 

Si par]a, O^s que dist 
Diva fau, que fais*tu ci ? 

Dist le Rois, Je gis d’un fil, 

Quant mes niois sera complis, 

Kt ge serai bien garis, • 

Dont irai le messe oir 
Si comme mes ancessor fist,” &c. 

w 

Aucasin pulls all the clotlies off him, and cudgels him soundly, making 
him promise that never a man shall lie in again in his country. 

This strange custom, if it were unique, would look like a coarse prac- 
tical joke, but appearing as it does among so many different races and 
in every quarter of the world, it must have its root somewhere deep in 
the psychology of the uncivilized man. It would be difficult to abridge 
'Mr. Tylor’s interesting remarks on the rationale of the custom ] but we 
may say briefly that he traces it to two distinct sentiments foimd to 
prevail among various savage nations ; one, that which assigns the 
parentage entirely to the father, leaving the mother out of the question ; 
the other, the belief that the connexion between father and child is not 
only, as we think, a mere relation of parentage, affection, duty, but that 
their very bodies are joined' by a physical bond, so that what is done 
to the one acts directly upon the other.” ^ 

{Ty/or, Researches into the Early History of Mankind^ 2^8*296 ; 
Michel, Le Pays Basque, p. 201 ; Sketches of the Meau-tsze , transl. by 
Dr. Bridgman J. of North China Br. of R. As, Soc,, p. 277 ; MS, 
Notes by Major Sladen; Hudibras, Pt. III., canto I. 707 ; Fabliaus 
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et CorUes par Barhazan^ ed, MSoft, I. 408-9 ; also Legrand d*Aussy, III, 
App. p. 21 ; many other references in Tylor), 

Note 4 . — The abundance of gold in Yunnan is proverbial in China, 
so that if a man lives very extravagantly they ask if his father is governor 
of Yunnan.” {Martini^ p. 146.) - 

Polo has told us thatjn Eastern Yunnan Ae exchange was 8 of silver 
for one of gold (chap, xlviii.), that in the Western division of the province 
it was 6 of silver fonone of gold (chap, xlix.), %nd now still nearer the 
borders of Ava it was only 5 of silver for one of gold. Such discrepancies 
within 15 days* journey would be inconceivable, but that in both the 
latter ii;^tanees af le4st he ajppeat^o speak of the rates at which the 
jpiold &om. secluded^polrant, and u^vilized trib^ It is 

(Mctdt to recoSi^le tidth other faqts the reason whictt he aWgni for the 
high ^ue put . on, $dlver at Vodian, viz., that there was ho silver- 
mine within^ five tnonfhs* journey.. . In later days at least Martini speaks 
of many sil^CT^^min^ in Yunnan, and the “ Great Silver Mine ” {Bau-dwm 
Gyi of the Burmese) or group of mines; which affords a chief supply to 
Burma in modem times, is not far from the territory of our Traveller's 
Zardandan. 

In another work I haws remarked at ^me length on the relative 
values of gold and Silver about this time. Ih Western Europe, these seem 
to have been as 12 to i, abd I have shewn grounds for believing that in 
India, and generally over civilized Asia, the ratio was 1 0 to i. In Pauthier's 
extracts from the Yuenrsse or Annals of the Mongol Dynasty there 
is an incidental but precise confirmation of this, of which I was not then 
aware. This states (p. 321) that on the issue of the paper currency of 
1287 the official instmctions to the local treasuries were to issue notes of 
the nominal value of two strings, le,; 2000 tfr cash, for every ounde 
of flowered silver, and 2o,pdo cash for every ounce of gold. 10 to i. 
must have continued to be' the relation in China down to about the end 
of the 17 th century if we may believe Lecomte; but when Milbume 
states the same value in the beginning of the 19th he must have fallen 
into some great error. In 1781 Sonnerat tells us that formerly gold had 
been exported from China with a profit of 25 per cent, but at that time 
a profit of 18 to 20 per cent was made by importing \i. At present the 
relative values are about the same as in Europe, viz., i to 15J or i to 16 j 
but in Canton, in 1844, they were i to 17 ; and Timkowski states that 
at Pekin in 1821 the finest gold was valued as at 18 to i. And as 
regards the precise territory of which this chapter speaks I find in Lt. 
Bower’s Commercial Report on Sladen’s Mission that the price of pure 
gold at Momien in 1868 was 13 times its weight in silver (p. 122). 

Does not ^fiakespere indicate at least a memory of 10 to i as the 
traditional relation of gold to silver when he makes the Prince of Morocco, 
balancing over Portia’s caskets, argue : — 
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)^i 4 ii[iRl' 4 iaiik imntored, 

Bdto tottaromll&wlaedtqtikdg^l 
OnmnRhoiight!^ . 

* ‘ In Japan, at the time trade was opened, we know from Sir.R. Al<^k*^ 
work the extraordinary fact that the proportionate value Set upon gold 
Hand silver currencyj^y authority was as 3 to i. 

(Cathay^ &c., p. ccl. and p. 442 ; Lecomte, IL 91 j Milbumis 
OrUfttal Cmmerce, IL 510; Sonncrat^ IL 17 ; Hedde, Etude Pratique^ 
&c., p. 14 ; Williams y Chinese Commercial Guide^ p. 129 ; IHmkowskij 
IL 202 ; Alcocky L 281, IL 411, &r.) 

Note 5 . — Mr. Lay cites from a Chinese authority a notice of a tribe 
of ** Western Miautsze,” who “in the middle of autumn sacrifice to the 
Great Ancestor or Founder of their Race.” {The Chinese as they are^ 
P- 3 *^-) 

Note 6. — “Whereas before,” says Jack Cade to Lord Say, “our 
forefathers had no books but score and tally, thou hast caused printing 
to be used.” The use of such tallies for the record of contracts among 
the aboriginal tribes of Kweichau is mentioned by Chinese authorities, 
and the French missionaries of Bonga speak of the same as in use among 
the simple tribes in that vicinity. But, as Marsden notes, the use of such 
rude records was to be found in his day in higher places and much 
nearer home. They continued to be employed as records of receipts in 
the British Exchequer till 1834, “and it is worthy of recollection that 
the fire by which the Houses of Parliament were destroyed was supposed 
to have originated in the over-heating of the flues in which the discarded 
tallies were being burnt.” I remember often to have seen, when a child, 
the tallies of the colliers in Scotland, and pocsibly among that class they 
may survive. They appear to be still used by bakers in various parts of 
"•England and P ranee, in the Canterbury hop-gardens, and locally in some 
other trades. {Martiniy 135 ; Bridgman^ 259, 262 ; Eng. Cyclop.y sub v. 
Tally; Notes and QuerieSy ist ser. X. 485.) 

“ In illustration of this custom I have to relate what follows. In the 
year 1863 the Tsaubwa (or Prince) of a Shan Province adjoining Yunnan 
was in rebellion against the Burmese Government. He wished to enter 
into communication with the British Government. He sent a messenger to 
a British Officer with a letter tendering his allegiance, and accompanying 
this letter was a piece of bamboo about five inches long. This had been 
split down the middle, so that the two pieces fitted closely together, 
forming a tube in the original shape of the bamboo. A notch at one 
end included the edges of both pieces, showing that they were a pair. 
The messenger said that if the reply were favourable one of the pieces 
was to be returned and the other kept. I need hardly say the messenger 
received no written reply, and both pieces of bamboo were retained.” 
(MS. note by Sir Arthur Phayre.) 

Note 7 . — Compare Mr. Hodgson’s account of the sub-Himalayan 
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:.Bgn^ land Dhimals : *'A }1 disease^ IfiS^.ascribed to supernatural agenigr. 

sick man Ik supposed to be poMssed l^ne of the deities^ nrlb 
tkc^s him with pain ^ a punishment for impiety ot ne^ea of the 
in question. Hence not the mediciner^ but the exorcist, is summoned 
to the sick man’s aid.” (/ A. S. XVIIL 728.) 

Note 8. — Mr. Hodgson again: Libations fermented liquoP 
always accompany sacrifice — because^ to confess the whole truth, sacr^ce 
and feast are commutable words, and feasts need to be crowned with 
copious potations.” (Ibid,) 

Note 9. — ^And again : “The god in question is asked what sacrifice 
ne requires ? a buffalo, a hog, a fowl, or a duck, to spare the sufferer ; 
.... anxious as I am fully to illustrate the topic, I will not try the 
patience of my readers by describing all that vast variety of black victims 
and white, of red victims and blue, which each particular deity is alleged 
to prefer.” (Ibid, and p. 732.) 

Note 10. — ^The same system of devil-dancing is prevalent among 
the tribes §ki the Lu-Kiang, as described by the R. C. Missionaries. The 
conjurors are there called Mumos, (An, de la Foi, XXXVI. 323, and 
XXXVII. 312-13.) 

“ Marco’s account of the exorcism of evil spirits in cases of obstinate 
illness exactly resembles what is done in similar cases by the Burmese, 
except that I never saw animals sacrificed on such occasions,” (Sir A, 
Fhayre,) 

Mouhot says of the wild people of Cambodia called Stiens : “ When 
any one is ill they say that the Evil Spirit torments him ; and to deliver 
him they set up about th^ patient a dreadful din which does not cease 
night or day, until some one among the bystanders falls down as if in a 
syncope, crying out, * I have him, — ^he is in me, — ^lie is strangling me!’ 
Then they question the person who has thus become possessed. They 
ask him what remedies will save the patient \ what remedies does the 
Evil Spirit require that he may give up his prey ? Sometimes it is 
an ox or a pig ; but too often it is a human victim.” (J, R, G, S,, 
XXXII. 147.) 

In fact these strange rites of Shamanism, devil-dancing, or what not, 
are found with wonderful identity of character among the non-Aiyan races 
over parts of the earth most remote from one another, not only among 
the vast variety of Indo-Chinese Tribes, but among the Tamulian tribes 
of India, the Veddahs of Ceylon, the races of Siberia, and the red nations 
of North and South America. Hinduism has assimilated these “prior 
superstitions of the sons of Tur ” as Mr. Hodgson calls them, in the 
form of Tantrika mysteries, whilst, in the wild performance of the 
Dancing Dervishes at Constantinople, we see perhaps again the infec- 
tion of Turanian blood breaking out from the very heart of Musulman 
orthodoxy. 

Dr. Caldwell has given a striking account of the practice of devil- 

p a 
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dancing among the Shanars of Tinnevelly, which forms a perfect parallel 
in modem language to our Traveller's description of a scene of which he 
^ had, manifestly heed an eye-witness : When the preparations are 
/O^pleted^and the devil-dance is about to commence) the music is at first 
■lcmii{iKar^ slow; the dancer seems impassive and sullen) afid he 

« ther stands still or moves about in gloomy silence. Gradually) as the 
usic becomes quicker and louder, his excitement begins to rise. Som^ 
times, to help him to work himself up into a frenzy he uses medicated 
draughts, cuts and lacerates himself till the blood flows, lashes himself 
with a huge whip, presses a burning torch to his breast, drinks the blood 
which flows from his own. wounds, or drains Ibe blood of the sacrifice, 
put^ng the throat of the decapitated goat to his mouth. Then, as if he 
had acquired new life, he begins to brandish his staff of bells, and to 
dance with a quick but wild unsteady step. Suddenly the afflatus 
descends ; there is no mistaking that glare, or thoiSe frantic leaps. He 
snorts, he stares, he gyrates. The demon has now taken bodily posses- 
sion of him, and though he retains the power of utterance and motion, 
both are under the demon’s control, and his separate consci^sness is in 
abeyance. The bystanders signalise the event by raising aiong shout, 
attended with a peculiar vibratory noise, caused by the motion of the 
hand and tongue, or the tongue alone. *The devil-dancer is now 
worshipped as a present deity, and every bystander consults him resjjlct- 
ing his diseases, his wants, the welfare of his absent relatives, the offerings 
to be made for the accomplishment of his wishes, and in short everything 
for which superhuman knowledge is supposed to be available.” {Hodgson^ 
J 7 ?. As, Soc, XVIII. 397 ; Hie Tinnevelly ShaftarSj by the Rev, R, 
Caldwell^ B , A,y Madras, 1849, p. 19-20.) 


CHAPTER LI. 

Wherein is related how the King of Mien and Bangala 
VOWED vengeance AGAINST THE GREAT KAAN. 

But I was forgetting to tell you of a famous battle that 
was fought in the kingdom of Vochan in the Province of 
Zardandan, and that’ ought not to be omitted from our 
Book. So we will relate all the particulars. 

You see, in the year of Christ, 1272,* the Great Kaan 
sent a large^force into the kingdoms of Carajan and Vochan, 
to protect them from the ravages of ill-disposed people ; 
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and this was before he had sent any of his sons to rule the 
country, as he did afterwards when he made Sentemur king 
th^re, the son of a son of his who was deceased. 

Now there was a certain king odled the king of Mien 
^ d of BANOAi.A,who was a very puissant prince^ wi^ inucli^ 
territory and treasure and people ; and he was hot as yet . 
subject to the Great Kaan, though it was not long after 
that the latter conquered him and took from him both the 
kingdoms that 1 have named.* And it came to pass that 
when this king of Mien and Bangala heard that the host of 
the Great Kaan was at Vochan, he said to himself that it 
behoved him to go against them with so great a force as 
should insure his cutting off the whole of them, insomuch 
that the Great Kaan would be very sorry ever to send an 
army again thither [to his frontier]. 

So this king prepased a great force and munitions of war ; 
altt he had, let me tell you, 2000 great elephants, on each 
of which was set a tower of timber, well framed and strong, 
and carrying from twelve to sixteen well-armed fighting- 
men.* And besides these, he had of horsemen and of foot- 
men good 60,000 men. In short he equipped a fine force, 
as well befitted such* a puissant prince. It was indeed a 
force capable of doing great things. 

And what shall I tell you ? When the king had com- 
pleted these great preparations to fight the Tartars, he 
tarried not, but straightway marched against them. And 
after advancing without meeting with anything worth 
mentioning, they arrived within three days of the Great 
Kaan’s host, which was then at Vochan, in the territory of 
Zardandan, of which I have already spoken. So there the 
king pitched his camp, and halted to refresh his army. 


Note l.-^This date is no doubt corrupt See note 2, chap, lii 

Note 2. — Mien is the name by which the kingdom of Burma or Ava 
was and is known to the Chinese. M. Gamier informs me that Mien- 
Kwi or Mien-tisong is the name always given in Yunnan to that kingdom, 



64 


MARCO POLO. 


Book ll. 


whilst the Shans at Kiang Hung call the Burmese Man (pronounced 
like the English word). 

The title given to the sovereign in question of king of Bengal, as 
well as of Mien, is very remarkable. We shall see reason hereafter to 
conceive that Polo did more or less confound Bengal with Pegu^ which was 
subject to the Burmese monarchy up to the time of the Mongol invasion. 
But apart from any such misapprehension, there is not only evidence 
of rather close relations between Burma and Gangetic India in the ages 
immediately preceding that of our author, but also some ground for 
Mieving that he may be right in his representation, and that the king of 
Burma may have at this time arrogated the title of “ king of Bengal ^ 
which is attributed to him in the text. 

Anaurahta, one of the most powerful kings in Burmese history (1017- 
1059) extended his conquests to the frontiers of India, and is stated 
to have set up images within that country. He also married an Indian 
princess, the daughter of the king of Wethali (i.e. VaifaU in TirhiSt). 

There is also in the Burmese Chronicle a somewhat confused story 
regarding a succeeding king, Kyan-tsittha (a.d. 106 |), who desired 
to marry his daughter to the son of the king of Pafteik-Kard, a part 
of Bengal.* The marriage was objected to the Burmese nobles, but 
the princess was already with child by the Bengal prince; and their |»n 
eventually succeeded to the Burmese throne under the name of Alaimg- 
tsi-thu. When king he travelled all over his dominions, and visited the 
images which Anaurahta had' set up in India, He also maintained 
intercourse with the king of Patteik-Kara and married his daughter. 
Alaungtsi-thu is stated to have lived to the age of 10 1 years, and to have 
reigned 75. Even then his death was hastened by his son Narathu, who 
smothered him in the temple called Shw^-Ku (*• Golden Cave ”), at 
Pagdn, and also put to death his Bengali step-mother. The father of the 
hatter sent eight brave men* disguised as Brahmans, to avenge his 
daughter’s death. Having got access to the royal presence through 
their sacred character, they slew king Narathu and then themselves. 
Hence king Narathu is known in the Burmese history, as the Kald-Kya 
Meng^ or “ King slain by the Hindus.” He was building the great 
Temple at Pagdn called ^hammayangyi, at the time of his death, which 
occurred about the year 1171. The great grandson of this king was 
Narathihapade {^res^lm^\Ay Narcisingha Pali) the king reigning at the 
time of the Mongol invasion. 

All these circumstances shew tolerably close relations between Burma 
and Bengal, and also that the dynasty then reigning in Burma was descended 


• * Sir A. Phayre thinks this may have been Vikramptir^ for some time the capital 

of Eastern Bengal before the Mahomedan conquest. Vikrampur was some miles east 
of Dacca, and th^ dynasty in question was that called Vaidya (see Lassen, III. 749)> 
Patieik’Kard is apparently an attempt to represent some Hindi name such as Patthar- 
garh, “ The Stone-Fort.” 
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from a Bengal stock. Sir Arthur Phayre, after noting these points re- 
marks ; “ From all these circumstances, and from the conquests attributed 
to Anaurahta, it is probable that, after the conquest of Bengal by 
the Mahomedans in the 13 th century, the kings of Burma would assume 
the title of Kings of Bengal. This is nowhere expressly stated in the 
Burmese history, but the course of events renders it very probable. 
We know that the claim to Bengal was asserted by the kings of Burma in 
long after years. In the Journal of the Marquis of Hastings, under the 
date of Sept 6tb, 1818, is the following passage : ‘ The king of Burma 
ftivoured us early this year with Ihe obliging requisition that'we should 
cede to him Moorshedabad and the provinces to the east of it, which he 
deigned to say were all natural dependencies of his throne.’ And at the 
time of the disputes on the frontier of Arakan, in 1823-24, which led 
to the war of the two following years, the Governor of Arakan made 
a similar demand. We may therefore reasonably conclude that at the 
close of the 13 th century of the Christian era the kings of Pagdn called 
themselves kings of Burma and of Bengala.” (MS. Note by Sir Arthur 
Phayre; see also his paper in J. A. S. B., vol. XXXVII. part I.) 

Note 3. — It is very difficult to know what to make of the repeated 
assertions of old writers Is to the numbers of men carried by war- 
elephants, or, if we could admit those numbers, to conceive how the 
animal could have carried the enormous structure necessary to give them 
space to use their weapons. The Third Book of Maccabees is the most 
astounding in this way, alleging that a single elephant carried 32 stout 
men, besides the Indian Mahout. Bochart indeed supposes the number 
here to be a clerical error for 12, but even this would be extravagant 
Friar Jordanus is no double building on the Maccabees rather than on his 
own oriental experience when he says that the elephant “ carrieth easily 
more than 30 men.” Philostratus, in his Life of Apollonius, speaks of 
10 to IS ; Ibn Batuta of about 20 ; and a great elephant sent by Timur 
to the Sultan of Egypt is said to have carried 20 drummers. Christopher 
Barn says that in Cochin China the elephant did ordinarily carry 13 or 
14 persons, 6 on each side in two tiers of 3 each, and 2 behind. On 
the other hand, among the ancients, Strabo and Aelian speak of three 
soldiers only in addition to the driver, and Livy, describing the Battle of 
Magnesia, of four. These last are reasonable statements. 

{Bochart, Hierozoicon, ed, 3rd, p. 266 ; ford., p, 26 ; Philost. trad, 
par A. Chassaing, liv. II. c. iL ; Jbn. Bat. II. 223 ; iV and E. XIV, 5 10 ; 
Cochin China, See., London, 1633, ed. 3 ; Armandi, Hist. Militaire des 
EUphants, 259 seqq., 442.) 
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CHAPTER LII. . 

Of the Battle that was fought by the Great Kaan’s Hos’c 
AND HIS Seneschal, against the King of Mien. 

And when the Captain of the Tartar host had certain news 
that the king aforesaid was coming against him w|th so 
^eat a forces he waxed uneasy, peeing that he had with him 
but ta,ooo hdrsemen. NatKeless he^was a mo$t<iya}iant 
and able soldier, of great experience in arms and an excellent 
Captain ; and his name was Nescradin.*, His troops tdo 
were very good, and he gave them very particular orders and 
cautions how to act, and took every measure for his own 
defence and that of his army. And why should I make 
a long story of it ? The whole force of the Tartars, con- 
sisting of 12,000 well-mounted horsemen, advanced to 
receive the enemy in the Plain of Vochan, and there they 
waited to give them battle. And this they did through the 
good judgment of the excellent Captain who led them ; for 
hard by that plain was a great wood, thick with trees. And 
so there in the plain the Tartars awaited their foe. Let 
us then leave discoursing of them a while ; we shall come 
back to them presently; .but meanwhile let us speak of 
the enemy. 

After the King of Mien had halted long enough to 
refresh his troops, he resumed his march, and came to the 
Plain of Vochan, where the Tartars were already in order of 
battle. And when the Icing’s army had arrived in the 
plain, and was within a mile of the enemy, he caused all 
the castles that were on the elephants* to be ordered for 
battle, and the fighting-men to take up their posts on them, 
and he arrayed his Horse and his foot with all skill, like 
a wise, king as he- was. And when he had completed all his 
arrangements he -began to advance to engage the enemy. 
The Tartars;, seeing the foe advance, showed no dismay, but 
came on likewise, with good order and discipline to meet 
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them. And when they were near and nought remained but 
to begin the fig|it, the horses of the Tartars took such 
fright at the sight of the elephants that they could not be 
got to face the foe, but always swerved and turned back; 
whilst all the time the king and his forces, and all his 
elephants, continued to advance upon them. 

And when the Tartars perceived how the case stood, they 
wefe in great wrath, and wist not what to say or do ; for 
well e^ugh they saw that unless they could get their horses 
to advance, all would be lok. But their Captun acted like 
a wise leader who had considered everything beforehand. 
He immediately gave orders that every man should dismount 
and tie his horse to the trees of the forest that stood hard 
by, and that then they should take to their bows, a weapon 
that they know how to handle better than any troops in the 
world. They did as *he bade them, and plied their bows 
stoutly, shooting so many shafts at the advancing elephants 
that in a short space they had wounded or slain the greater 
part of them as well as of the men they carried. The 
enemy also shot* at the Tartars, but the Tartars had the 
better weapons, and were the better archers to boot. 

And what shall I ?ell you ? tJnderstand that when the 
elephants felt the smart of those .arrows that pelted then> 
like rain, they turned tail and fled, and nothing on earth 
would have induced them to turn and face the Tartars. So 
off they sped with such a noise and uproar that you would 
have trowed the world was coming to an end ! And then 
too they plunged into the wood and rushed this way and 
that, dashing their castles against the trees, bursting their 
harness and smashing and destroying everything that was 
on them. 

So when the Tartars saw that the elephants had turned 
tail and could not 1^ brought to face the fight again, they 
got to horse at once and charged the enemy. And then the 
battle began to rage furiously with sword and mace. Right 
fiercely did the two hosts rush together, and deadly were 
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the blows exchanged. The king’s troops were far more in 
number than the Tartars, but they were npt of such qualify, 
nor so inured to war; otherwise the Tartars who were 
so few in number could never have stood against them. 
Then might you see swashing blows dealt and taken from 
sword and mace ; then might you see knights and horses 
and men-at-arms go down ; then might you see arms and 
hands and legs and heads hewn off : and besides the dead 
that fell, many a wounded man, that never rose again, for 

smre press there was. The. din and uproar were so great 
from this side and from that, that God migl)t have thundered 
and no man would have heard if! Great was the medley, 
and dire and parlous was the fight that was fought on both 
sides ; but the Tartars had the best of it.* 

In an ill hour indeed, for the king and his people, was 
that battle begun, so many of them were slain therein. And 
when they had continued fighting till midday the king’s 
troops could stand against the Tartars no longer ; but felt 
that they were defeated, and turned and fled. And when 
the Tartars saw them routed they gave chase, and hacked 
and slew so mercilessly that it was a piteous sight to see. 
But after pursuing a while they gave up, and returned 
<o the wood to catch the elephants that had run away, and 
to manage this they had to cut down great trees to bar their 
passage. Even then they would not have been able to 
take them without the help of the king’s own men who had 
been taken, and who knew better how to deal with the 
beasts than the Tartars did. The elephant is an animal that 
hath more wit than any other ; but in this way at last they 
were caught, more than 200 of them. And it was from 
this time forth that the Great Kaan began to keep numbers 
of elephants. 

So thus it was that the king aforesaid was<defeated by 
the sagacity and superior skill of the Tartars, as you have 
lieard. 
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Nqte 1 . — Nescradin for Nesradin, as we had Bascra for Basra. 
Perhaps Neseradin was the true reading. 

This NasruudIn was apparently an officer of whom Rashiduddin 
speaks, and whom he calls governor (or perhaps commander) in Kardj^ng. 
He describes him as having succeeded in that command to his father 
the Sayad Ajil of Bokhara, one of the best of Kublai’s chief Ministers. 
Nasruddin retained his position in Yunnan till his death, which Rashid, 
writing about 1300, says occurred five or six years before. His son 
Bayan, who also bore the grandfather's title of Sayad Ajil, was Minister 
of Finance under Kublai's successor; and another son, HdM, is also 
mentioned as one of the governors of the province of Fuchau (see 
Cathay j p. 265, 268, 2.1^ IX Ohsson^ II. 507-8). 

Nasruddin (Nasulatin£^ is also frequently mentioned as employed on 
this frontier by thf. Chinese authorities whom Pauthier cites. 

Note 2. — ^We are indebted tcTPauthier for very interesting illustrations 
of this narrative from the Chinese Annalists (p. ^losegq,). These latter 
fix the date to the year 1277, and it is probable that the 1272 or 
MCCLXxii of the Texts was a clerical error for mcclxxvii. The 
Annalists describe the people of Mien as irritated at calls upon them to 
submit to the Mongols (whose power they probably did not appreciate, as 
their descendants (Jid not appreciate the British power in 1824), and as 
crossing the frontier of Yungchang to establish fortified posts. The force 
of Mien, they say, amounted to 50,000 men, with 800 elephants and 
10,000 horses, whilst the Mongol Chief had but seven hundred men, 

‘‘ When the elephants felt the arrows (of the Mongols) they turned tail 
and fled with the platforms on their backs into a place that was set 
thickly with sharp bamboo-jtakes, and the§e their riders laid hold of to 
prick them with.” This threw the Burmese army into confusion ; they 
fled, and were pursued with great slaughter^ 

The Chinese author does not mention Nasruddin in connexion with 
this battle. He names as the chief of the Mongol force Hiithukh 
(Kutuka ?), commandant of Tali-fu. Nasruddin is mentioned as advanc- 
ing, a few months later (about December, 1277), with nearly 4000 men 
to Kiangtheu (which appears to have been on the Irawadi somewhere 
near Bamo, and is perhaps the Kaungtaung of the Burmese), but effecting 
little (p. 415). 

These affairs of the battle in the Yungchang territory, and the 
advance of Nasruddin to the Irawadi are, as Polo clearly implies in the 
beginning of chap, li., quite distinct from the invasion and conquest of 
Mien some years later of which he speaks in chapter liv. They are not 
mentioned in the Burmese Annals at all. 

Sir Arthur* Phay re is inclined to reject altogether the story of the 
battle near Yungchang in consequence of this absence from the Burmese 
Chronicle^ and of its inconsistency with the purely defensive character 
which that record assigns to the action of the Burmese Government in 
regard to China at this time. With tlie strongest respect for my friend’s 
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opinion 1 feel it impossible to assent to this. We have not only the 
concurrent testimony of Marco and of the Chinese Official Annals of 
the Mongol Dynasty to the facts of the Burmese provocation and of the 
engagement within the Yungchang or Vochan territory, but we have in 
the Chinese narrative a consistent chronology and tolerably full detail of 
the relations between the two countries. 

Between 1277 and the end of the century the Chinese Annals record 
Vhxee 01 viz. (i) that which Marco 

has related in this chapter •, (2) that which he re\a\es\Ti chapter hv. •, and. 
(3) one undertaken in 1300 at the request of the son of the legitimate 
Burmese King who had been put to death by an usurper. The Burmese 
Annals mention only the two latest, but, conc^ning both the date and 
the main circumstances of these two, Chinese and Burmese Annals are in 
almost entire agreement Surely then it can scarcely be doubted that 
the Chinese authority is amply trustworthy for thd first campaign also, 
respecting which the Burmese book is silent ; even were the former not 
corroborated by the independent authority of Marco. 

Indeed the mutual correspondence of these Annals, especially as to 
chronology, is very remarkable, and is an argument for greater respect to 
the chronological value of the Burmese Chronicle and other Indo-Chinese 
records of like character than we should otRerwise be apt to entertain. 
Compare the stoiy of the expedition of 1300 as told after the Chinese 
Annals by Demaiila, and after the Burmese Chronicle by Burney and 
Phayre. (See Demaiila^ IX. 476 seqq. ; and J. A, S, B, vol. VI. 
p. 121-2, and vol. XXXVII. Pt. I. p. 102 and no.) 


CHAPTER LIII. 

Of the Great Descent that leads towards the Kingdom 

OF Mien. 

After leaving the Province of which I have been speaking 
you come to a great Descent. In fact you ride for two 
days and a half continually down hill. On all this descent 
there is nothing worthy of mention except only that there 
is a large place there where occasionally a great market is 
held ; for all the people of the country round oome thither 
on fixed days, three times a week, and hold a market there. 
They exchange gold • for silver ; for they have gold in 
abundance ; .^and they give one weight of fine gold for five 
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weights of hne silver ; so this induces merchants to come 
from various quarters bringing silver which they exchange 
for gold with these people ; and in this way the merchants 
make great gain. As regards those people of the country 
who dispose of gold so cheaply, you must understand that 
nobody is acquainted with their places of abode, for they 
dweW in inaccessible positions, in sites so wilcMind strong 
that no one can get at them to meddle with them. Nor 
will they allow anybody to accompany them so as to gain a 
knowledge of their abodes.* 

After you have ridden those two days and a half down 
hill, you find yourself in a province towards the south 
which is pretty near to India, and this province is called 
Amibn. You travel therein for fifteen days through a 
very unfrequented country, and through great woods 
abounding in elephant^ and unicorns and numbers of other 
wild beasts. There are no dwellings and no people, so we 
need say no more of this wild country, for in sooth there is 
nothing to tell. But I have a story to relate which you 
shall now hear,* 

Note 1 . — la all the Shan tOMms visited by Major Sladen on this 
frontier he found markets held every fifth day. Tins custom he says is 
borrowed from China, and is general throughout Western Yunnan. The 
Kakhyens attend in great crowds. They do not now bring gold for sale 
to Momien, though it is found to some extent in their hills, more espe- 
cially in the direction of Mogaung, whence it is exported towards 
Assam. 

Major Sladen saw a small quantity of nuggets in the possession of 
a Kakhyen who had brought them from a hill two days north of Bamd. 
(MS. Notes by Major Sladen.) 

Note 2. — I confess that the indications in this and the beginning of the 
following chapter are, to me, full of difficulty. According to the general 
style of Polo’s itinerary, the 2} days should be reckoned from Yungchang ; 
the distance therefore to the capital city of Mien would be 1 7 J days. The 
real capital of*Mien or Burma at this time was however Pagdn, in lat 
21® 13', and it is impossible that Jthat city could have been reached by a 
land traveller in any such time. We shall see that something may be 
said in behalf of the supposition that the point reached was Tagaung or 
Old Pagdn on the Upper Irawadi, in lat. 23° 30'. 






The City o r Mien 

wil'h the Gold and Silver Xowe 
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mp towers, seeing what a^ 
them. . 

^ aware that the King had caiffeed tK 
be made for. the good of his soul, and to pfeserye his 
memory after his death, said that he would not have them 
injured, but would have them left precisely as they were. 
And that was no wonder either, for you must know that no 
Tartar in the world will ever, if he can help it, lay hand on 
anything appertaining to the dead.* 

They have in this province number Af elephants and 
wild oxen also beautiful stags and deer and roe, and other 
kinds of large game in plenty. 

Now having told you about the province of Mien, 
I will tell you about another province which is called Ban- 
gala, as you shall hear presently. 


Note 1. — The najm of the city appears as Amien both in Pauthier^s 
text here, and in tE'ext in the preceding chapter. In the Bern 

MS. it is Aamien, Perhaps some form libs Amien was that used by the 
Mongols and Persians. I fancy it may be tlKced in the Arman or 
Uman of Rasliiduddin, probably corrupt readingsi^^ Elliot^ I. 72). 

Note 2 . — M. Pauthier’s extracts are here again very valuable. We 
gather from them that the .first Mongol communication with the King of 
Mien or Burma took place in 1271, when the Commandant of Tali-fu 
sent a deputation to that sovereign to delttaliid^||i^cknow^^^ of the 
supremacy of the Emperor This was followed various negotiations 
and acts of offence on b<^ sidei^ which le(l4|i||he campaign of 1277, 
already spoken of. For 1 few years no further events appear to be 
recorded, but in 1282, in consequence of a report from N^sruddin of the 
ease with which Mien could be conquered, an invasion was ordered ' 
under a Prince of the Bloodlballed Siangtatl^Hl^his was probably Sin^ur^ 
great grandson of one of the brothers of Cranghiz, who a few years later 
took part in the insurr^OIH (^ee jy Ohsson^ 11 . 461). The 

army started from ritimgrTrhingj (and in my view 

thm Yachi of Wb: are told that the army 

made use of boats ^rhaps the Bhamd 

River, called by the Kakhyens fortified city ofKiang- 

theu (see supra, note 2, diap.liL) which dieg^ took and Sacked ; and as 
the King still refused to submit, they then ^^nced to the “primitive 
capital,;* Taikung, which they captured. Here Pauthiei's details stop 
(PPi..40^4i 6 ; see also jyOhsson, IL 444). 
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'niogetnuiib«i^ 



The Palace of the King of Mien in 1855* 


no mention of transactions with the Mongols previous to 1281. In that 
year they relate that a mission of ten nobles and 1000 horse came from 
the Emperor to demand gold and silver vessels as symbols of homage, on 
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the ground of an old precedent. The envoys conducted themselves 
disrespectfully (the tradition was that they refused to take off their boots, 
old grievance at the Burmese court) and the King put them all to 
^ ' JThe lihperpr of course was very wroth, and sent an of 

niilliohs of hbrse and 20 millions of foot (!) to invade Burma, "tlie 
Burmese generals had their point d^appui ,^\. the city of 

apparently somewhere near the mouth of the Bamd River, and 
after a protracted resistance on that river they were obliged to retire. 
They took up a new point of defence on the Hill of Maid, which they 
had fortified. Here a decisive battle was fought, and the Burmese were 
entirely routed. The King on hearing of their retreat from Bamd at 
first took measures for fortifying his capital Pagdn, and destroyed 6000 
temples of various sizes to furnish material. But after all he lost heart 
and embarking with his treasure and establishments on the Irawadi fled 
down that river to Bassein in the Delta. The .Chinese continued the 
pursuit long past Pagdn till they reached the place now called Tarok- 
mmt or “ Chinese Point,” 30 miles below Prome. Here they were forced 
by want of provisions to return. The Burmese Annals place the aban- 
donment of Pagdn by the King in 1284, a most satisfactory synchronism 
with the Chinese record. It is a notable point in Burmese history, for 
it marked the fall of an ancient dynasty which was speedily followed by 
its extinction, and the abandonment of the capital. The King is known 
iji the Burmese Annals as Tarokpyt-Meng^ “ The King who fled from 
the Tar ok”* 

In Dr. Mason’s abstract of the Pegu Chronicle we find the notable 
statement with reference to this period that “the Emperor of China, 
having subjugated Pagdn, his troops with the Burmese entered Pegu 
and invested several cities.” ^ 

We see that the Chinese annals, as quoted, mention only the “ capi- 
tale primitive ” Taikung^ which I have little doubt Pauthier is right in 
identifying with Tagaung, traditionally the most ancient royal city of 
Burma, and the remains of which stand side by side with those of Old 
Pagdn, a later but still very ancient capital, on the east bank of the 
Irawadi in about lat. 23° 28'. The Chinese extracts give no idea of the 
temporary completeness of the conquest, nor do they mention Great 
Pagdn (I^at. 21° 13'), a city whose vast remains I have endeavoured 
partially to describe, f Sir Arthur Phayre, from a careful perusal of the 
Burmese Chronicle, assures me that there can be no doubt that this was 
at the time in question the Burmese Royal Residence, and the city 
alluded to in the Burmese narrative. M. Pauthier is mistaken in sup- 
posing that Tarok-Mau, the turning-point of the Chinese Invasion, lay 
north of this city; he has not unnaturally confounded it with Tarok-J^^ 


* This is the name now applied in Burma to the Chinese. Sir A. Phayre supposes 
it to be Ttirkf in which case its use probably began at this time, 
t In the Narrative of Phayre’s Mission, chap. ii. 
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or “ China-Town,” a district not far below Ava. Moreover Mal^, the 
position of the decisive victory of the Chinese, is itself much to the 
south of Tagaung (abouf22° 55'). 

Both Pag^n and are mentioned in a remarkably Chinese notice 
extracted in Amyot’s Mdmoires (XIV. 292) | " Mi^-Tien ^ 
chief towns, of which the fitst was ^4]^, the- 

second Taikung^ the third the fourth Ngaii-cheng-kwd (? perhaps the 
Ngortskaung gyan of the Burmese Annals), the fifth Pukan MientWano 
(Pag^n of the Mien King ?). The Yuen carried war into this country, 
particularly during the reign of Shunti, the last Mongol Emperor, who, 
after subjugating it, erected at Pukan-Mien-Wang a tribunal styled 
Hwen-wei-she-sk^ the authority of which extended over Pang-ya and all 
its dependencies.” This is evidently founded on actual knowledge, for 
Panya was the capital of Burma during part of the 14th century, between 
the decay of Pagdn and the building of Ava. But none of the translated 
extracts from the Burmese Chronicle afford corroboration; From San- 
germano’s abstract, however, we learn that the King of Panya from 
1323 to 1343 was the son of a daughter of the Emferor of China (p. 42). 

I may also refer to Pemberton^s abstract of the Chronicle of the Shan 
State of Pong in the Upper lyiwadi valley, which relates* that about the 
middle of the 14th century the Chinese invaded Pong and took Maung 
Maorong the capital. The Shan King and his son fled to the King of 
Burma for protection, but the Burmese surrendered them and they were 
carried to China. (Jte/ort on E, Frontier of Bengal^ p. 112.) 

I see no sufficient evidence as to whether Marco himself visited the 
“ city of Mien.” I think it is quite clear that his account of the conquesty 
is from the merest hearsay, not to say gossip. Of the absurd story of 
the jugglers we find no suggestion in the Chinese extracts. We learn from 
them that Ndsruddin had represented the conquest of Mien as a very 
easy task, and Kublai may have in jest asked nis gleemen if they would 
undertake it. The haziness of Polo's account of the conquest contrasts 
strongly with his graphic description of the rout of the elephants at 
Vochan. Of the latter he heard the particulars on the spot (I conceive) 
shortly after the event ; whilst the conquest took place some years later 
than his mission to that frontier. His description, however, of the gold 
and silver pagodas with their canopies of tinkling bells (the Burmese 
Hti)y certainly looks like a sketch from the life and it is quite possible 
that some negotiations between 1277 and 1281 may have given liim the 
opportunity of visiting Burma. 

It is worthy of note that the unfortunate King then reigning in 


* Compare the old Chinese Pilgrims Hwui Seng and Seng Yun, in their admi- 
ration of a vast pagoda erected by the great King Kanishka in Gandhara (at Peshawar 
in fact) : “At sunrise the gilded disks of the vane are lit up with dazzling glory, 
whilst the gentle breeze of morning causes the precious bells to tinkle with a pleasing 
sound ” {Beaty p. 204). 
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Pjayg^' Kafi ia 1374 finished a magnificent Pagoda caSi^ 

Chaifya) respecting which ominous prophed^ J^ 
dilFused. In this pagoda were deposited, besides holy- 
images of the Disciples of Buddha, golden models of the holy pl^es, 
golden images of the King’s 51 predecessors in Pagdn, aild of the King 
and his Family. It is easy to suspect a conneidon of this with Marco’s 
story. ** It is possible that the King’s ashes may have been intended 
to be buried near those relics, though such is not now the custom ; and 
Marco appears to have confounded the custom of depositing relics of 
Buddha and ancient holy men in pagodas with the supposed custom of 
the burial of the dead. Still, even now, monuments are occasionally 
erected over the dead in Burma, although the practice is considered a 
vain folly. I have known a miniature pagoda with a hti complete, 

, erected over the ashes of a favourite disciple by a P'hungyi or Buddhist 
monk.” (Notes by Sir A. Phayre; J, A. S. P, IV. as above, also V. 
164, VI. 251 ; Masods Btirmah^ 2d ed. p. 26.) 

Note 3. — The Gaur — Bos Gaums ^ or B. (Bibos) Cavifrons of 
Hodgson — exists in certain forests of the Burmese territory ; and, in the 
south at least, a wild ox nearer the domestic species, Bos Sondaicus, 
Mr. Gouger, in his book The Prisoner Burma, describes the rare 
spectacle which he once enjoyed in the Tenasserim forests of a herd of 
wild cows at graze. He speaks of them as small and elegant, without 
hump and of a light reddish dun colour (p, 326-7). 


CHAPTER LV. 

Concerning the Province of Bangala. 

Bangala is a Province towards the south, which up to the 
year 1290, when the aforesaid Messer Marco Polo was still 
at the Court of the Great Kaan, had not yet been conquered ; 
but his armies had gone thither to make the conquest. 
You must know that this province has a peculiar language, 
and that the people are wretched Idolaters. They are 
tolerably close to India. There are numbers of eunuchs 
there, insomuch that all the Barons who keep them get 
them from that Province.' 

The people have oxen as tall as elephants, but not so 
big.* They live on flesh and milk and rice. They grow 
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cottoi^ in which they drive a great trade, and also spices 
sucli as spikenard, galin^ej ^nger, sv>gar, inai^ other 
sO^ And the people of India also cohie thither in search 
of the eunuchs that I mentioned, and of slaves, male and 
female, of which there are great numbers, taken from other 
provinces with which those of the country are at war ; and 
these eunuchs and slaves are sold to the Indian and other 
merchants who carry them thence for sale about the world. 

There is nothing more to mention about this country, 
so we will quit it, and I will tell you of another province 
called Caugigu. 


Note 1. — I do not think it probable that Marco even touched at any 
port of Bengal on that mission to the Indian Seas of which we hear in 
the prologue ; but he certainly never reached it from the Yunnan side, and 
he had, as we shall presentQ^ see {infra^ chap. lix. note 6), a wrong 
notion as to its position. Indeed, if he had visited it at all, he would 
have been aware that it was essentially a part of India, whilst in fact he 
evidently regarded it as an Indo-Chinese region like Zardandan, Mien, 
and Caugigu. 

There is no notice, I believe, in any history, Indian or Chinese, of an 
attempt by Kublai to conquer Bengal. The only such attempt by the 
Mongols that we hear of is- one mentioned by Firishta, as made by 
way of Cathay and Tibet, during the reign of Alduddin Musa’iid king of 
Dehli, in 1244, and stated to have been defeated by the local officers in 
Bengal. But Mr. Edward Thomas tells me he has most distinctly 
ascertained that this statement, which has misled every historian “ from 
Badauni and Firishtah to Briggs and Elphinstone,” is founded purely on 
an erroneous reading. 

The date 1290 in the text would fix the period of Polo’s final 
departure from Peking, if the dates were not so generally corrupt. 

The subject of the last part of this paragraph, recurred to in the 
next, has been misunderstood and corrupted in Pauthier’s text, and 
partially in Ramusio’s. These make the escuillbs or escoilliez (vide 
Ducange in v. Escodatus^ and Eaynouard^ Lex, Rom, VI. 1 1) into scholars 
and what not. But on comparison of the passages in those two editions 
with the Geographic Text one cannot doubt the correct reading. As 
to the fact that Bengal had an evil notoriety for this traffic, especially 
the province of Silhet, see the Ayeen Akbery, II. 9-1 1 , Barbosds chapter 
on Bengal, and De Barros (Ramusio I, 316 and 391). 

On the cheapness of slaves in Bengal, see Ibn Batnta^ IV. 211-12. 
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. He sa)rs people from Persia used to call Bengal Diizakhpur 4 nfama/, 
** a hell crammed with good things.” 

Note 2. — “ Big as elephants ” is only a/afon de parler^ but Marsden 
quotes modern exaggerations as to the height of the Ama or wild 
buffalo, more specific and extravagant. The unimpeachable authority 
of Mr. Hodgson tells us that the Arna in the Nepal Tarai sometimes 
does reach a height of 6 ft 6 in. at the shoulder, with a length of 
lo ft 6 in. (excluding tail), and horns of 6 ft 6 in. A. S. XVI. 
710). Marco, however, seems to be speaking of domestic cattle. Some 
of the breeds of Upper India ar^ very tall and noble animals, far sur- 
passing in height any European oxen known to me ; but in modern 
times these are rarely seen in Bengal, where the cattle are poor and 
stunted. The Ain Akbari^ however, speaks of Sharifabad in Bengal, 
which appears to have corresponded to modern Burdwan, as producing 
very beautiful white oxen of great size, and capable of carrying a load 
of 15 mans^ which at Prinsep’s estimate of Akbar’s man would be about 
600 lbs. 


CHAPTER LVI. 

Discourses of the Province of Caugigu. 

Caugigu is a province towards the east, which has a king.* 
The people are Idolaters, and have a language of their own. 
They have made their submission to the Great Kaan, and 
send him tribute every year. And let me tell you their 
king is so given to luxury that he hath at the least 300 
wives ; for whenever he hears of any beautiful woman in 
the land, he takes and marries her. 

They find in this country a good deal of gold, and 
they also have great abundance of spices. But they are 
such a long way from the sea that the products are of 
little value, and thus their price is low. They have 
elephants in great numbers, and other cattle of sundry 
kinds, and plenty of game. They live on flesh and milk 
and rice, and have wine made of rice and good spices. 
The whole of the people, or nearly so, have their skin 
marked with the needle in patterns representing lions. 
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dragons, birds, and what not, done in such a way that it 
can never be obliterated. This work they cause to be 
wrought over face *and neck and chest, arms and h^ds, 
and belly, and, in short, the whole body ; and they look 
on it as a token of elegance, so that those who have the 
largest amount of this embroidery are regarded with the 
greatest admiration. 


Note 1. — No province mentioned by Marco has given rise to wider 
and wilder conjectures than this, Canglgu as it has been generally 
printed. John de Barros shows some acumen in identifying it with “ the 
country of the Gueoni, a people who are found to the north of the Laos ” 
(Dec^ III. 1 . ii. cap. 5). Guion is however, according to the Abbe Des- 
godins of the French missions, the Tibetan name of the Mossos^ a people 
who formerly had an independent kingdom about Likiangfu. 

M. Pauthier, who sees in it Laos, or rather one of the states of 
Laos, which is called in the^Chinese histories Fapesifu^ seems to have 
formed the most probable opinion hitherto propounded by any editor 
of Polo. I have no doubt that Laos or some part of that region is 
meant to be described^ and that Pauthier is right regarding the general 
direction of the course here taken as being through the regions east of 
Burma, in a north-easterly direction up into Kwei-chau. But we shall 
be able to review the geography of this tract/ better, as a whole, at a 
point more advanced. I shall then speak of' the name Caugigu, and 
why I prefer this reading of it. 

I do not believe, for reasons which will also appear further on, that 
Polo is now following a route which he had traced in person, unless it 
be in the latter part of it. 

M. Pauthier, from certain indications in a Chinese work, fixes on 
Chiangmai or Kiang-mai, the Zim’m^ of the Burmese (in about Latitude 
18° 48' and Long. 99° 30') as the capital of the Papesifu and of the 
Caugigu of our text. It can scarcely however be the latter, unless we 
throw over entirely all the intervals stated in Polo's itinerary ; and M. 
Gamier informs me that he has evidence that the capital of the Papesifu 
at this time was Mtmng- Yong^ a little to the south-east of Kiang-Tung, 
where he has seen its ruins.* That the people called by the Chinese 
Papesifu were of the great race of Laotians, Shans, or T/iai^ is very certain 
from the vocabulary of their language published by Klaproth. 

Pauthier's Chinese authority gives a puerile interpretation of Papesifu 


♦. Indeed documents in Klaproth’s Asia Polyglotta show that the Pap^ state was 
also called Mttang Yong (p. 364-5). I observe that the River running to the east of 
Pu-eul and Ssemao (Puer and £smok) is called /’<i//>«-Kiang. 
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as signifying “ the kingdom of the 800 wives,” and says it was called so 
because the Prince maintained that establishment. This may be an indi- 
cation that there were popular stories about thei numerous wives of the 
King of Laos, such as Polo had heard; but the interpretation is doubtless 
rubbish, like most of the so-called etymologies of proper names applied by 
the Chinese to foreign regions. At best these seem to be merely a kind 
of Memoria Technica^ and often probably bear no more relation to the 
name in its real meaning than Swift’s All-eggs-touler-the-grate bears to 
Alexander Magnus. How such “ etymologies ” arise is obvious from the 
nature of the Chinese system of writing. If we also had to ex])ress 
proper names by combining monosyllabic words already existing in 
English, we should in fact be obliged to write the name of the Macedo- 
nian hero much as Swift travestied it. As an example we may give the 
Chinese name of Java, Kwawa^ which signifies “gourd-sound,” and was 
given to that Island, we are told, because the voide of its inhabitants is 
very like that of a dry gourd rolled upon the ground I The explanation 
that Tungking was called Kiaochi^ meaning “ crossed-toes,” because* the 
people exhibited that phenomenon, is probably equally puerile. As 
another example, less ridiculous but hot more true, Chin-tan^ represent- 
ing the Indian name of China, Chinasthdna^ is explained to mean 
“Eastern-Dawn” {Aurare Orientale.) {Aifiyot^ XIV. loi ; Klapr. Mim. 
HI. 268.) 

The states of Laos are shut out from the sea in the manner indicated; 
they abound in domestic elephants to an extraordinary extent : and the 
people do tattoo themselves in various degrees, most of all (as M. Gamier 
tells me) about Kiang Hung. The sty/e of tattooing which the text 
describes is quite that of the Burmese, in speaking of whom Polo has 
omitted to mention the custom : “ Every male Burman is tattooed in his 
boyhood from the middle to the knees ; in fact he has a pair of breeches 
tattooed on him. The pattern is a fanciful medley of animals and arab- 
esques, but it is scarcely distinguishable, save as a general tint, except on 
a fair skin.” (Mission to Ava, 15 1.) 


CHAPTER LVII. 

Concerning the Province of Anin. 

Anin is a Province towards the east, the people of which 
are subject to the Great Kaan, and are Idolaters. They live 
by cattle and tillage, and have a peculiar language. The 
women wear on the legs and arms bracelets of gold and 
silver of grestt value, and the men wear such as are even yet 
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more costly. They have plenty of horses which they sell 
in great numbers to the Indians, making a great profit 
thereby. And they have also vast herds of buffalcy^s and 
oxen, having excellent pastures for these. They have like- 
wise all the necessaries of life in abundance.* 

Now you must know that between Anin and Caugigu, 
which we have left behind us, there is a distance of [25^ 
days’ journey;^ and from Caugigu to Bangala, the third 
province in our rear, is 30 days’ journey. We shall now 
leave Anin and proceed to another province which is some 
8 days’ journey further, always going eastward. 


Note 1. — Ramusio, the printed text of the Soc. de Gdographie, and 
most editions have Amu; Fauthier reads Aniu^ and considers the name 
to represent Tungking or Annam, called also Nan-yid. The latter 
word he supposes to be converted into Anyue, Aniu. And accordingly 
he carries the traveller to tfie capital of Tungking. 

Leaving the name for the present, according to the scheme of the 
route as I shall try to explain it below, I should seek for Amu or Aniu 
or Anin in the extreme south-east of Yunnan. A part of this region has 
for the first time been traversed by the officers of the recent French 
expedition up the Mekong, who visited Sheu-ping, Lin-ngan and the 
upper valley of the River of Tungking on their way to Yunnan-fu. To 
my question whether the description in the text, of Aniu or Anin and its 
fine pastures, applied to the tract just indicated, Lieut. Gamier replied 
on the whole favourably (see further on), proceeding : “ The population . 
about Sheuping is excessively mixt. On market days at that town one 
sees a gathering of wild people in great number and variety, and whose 
costumes are highly picturesque, as well as often very rich. There are the 
Fa-is who are also found again higher up, the Ho-nhi^ the Kfiato^ the 
Lope^ the S/ientseu, These tribes appear w be allied in part to the I^ao- 

tians, in part to the Kakhyens Th6 wilder races about Sheuping 

are remarkably handsome, and you see there types of women exhibiting 
an extraordinary regularity of feature, and at the same time a complexion 
surprisingly white. The Chinese' look quite an inferior race beside 

them I may add that all these tribes, especially the Ho-nhi and 

the Pai, wear large amounts of silver ornament ; great collars of silver 
round the neck, as well as on the legs and arms.” 

Though t&e whiteness of the people of Anin is not noticed by Polo, 
the distinctive manner in which he speaks in the next chapter of the 
dark complexion of the tribes described therein seems to indicate the 
probable omission of the opposite trait here. 
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The promiiieiit position assigned in M. Garniei’s renuirks to a race 
called HonM first su^ested to me that the reading of the text should be 
Anin instead otAniu. And as a matter of fact jthis seems to my eyes 
to be clearly the reading of the Paris Livre des Merveilles (Pauthier’s 
MS. B), while the Paris No. 5631 (Pauthier’s A) has Auin, and what may 
be either Aniu or ArUn. Anyn is also found in the Latin Brandenburg 
MS. of Pipino’s version collated by Andrew Muller, to which however 
we cannot ascribe much weight But the two words are so nearly iden- 
tical in medieval writing, and so little likely to be discriminated by 
scribes who had nothing to guide their discrimination, that one need not 
hesitate to adopt that which is supported by argument In reference to 
the suggested identity of Anin and Honhi, M. Gamier writes again : 
“ All that Polo has said regarding the country of Aniu, though not con- 
taining anything very characteristic, may apply perfectly to the different 
indigenous tribes, at present subject to the Clunese,'which are dispersed 
over the country from Talon to Sheuping and Lin-ngan. These tribes 
bearing the names (given above) relate that they in other days formed 
an independent state, to which they give the name of Muang Shung. 
Where this Muang was situated there is no knowing. These tribes 
have langa^ par euls as Marco Polo says, and silver ornaments are 
worn by them to this day in extraordinary pibfusion ; more however by 
the women than the men. They have plenty of horses, buffaloes and 
oxen, and of sheep as well. It was the first locality in which the latter 
were seen. The plateau of Lin-ngan affords pasture-grounds which are 
exceptionally good for that part of the world. 

“ Beyond Lin-ngan we find the Honhi, properly eo called, no longer. 
But ought one to lay much stress on mere names which have undergone 
so many changes, and of which so many have been borne in succession 
by all those places and peoples?'*. ... I will content myself with 
, reminding you that the town.of Homi-cheu near Lin-ngan in the days of 
the Yuen bore the name ot Ngo-ning.” 

Notwithstanding M. Gamier’s caution, I am strongly inclined to 
believe that Anin represents either Honhi or Nooning, if indeed these 
naones be not identical. For on reference to Biot I see tliat the first 
syllable of the modern name the town which M. Gamier writes Horn, 
is expressed by the same character as the first syllable of Ncow/ay. 

Note 2 . — ^All the French MSS. and odier texts except Ramusio’s 
read 15. We adopt Ramusio’s reading, 25, for reasons which will 
appear below. 
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CHAPTER LVIII. 

Concerning the Province of Coloman. 

Goldman is a province towards the east, the people of 
which are Idolaters and have a peculiar language, and are 
subject to the Great Kaan. They are a [tall and] very 
handsome people, though in complexion brown rather than 
white, and are good soldiers.* They have a good many 
towns, and a vast number of villages, among great moun- 
tains, and in strong positions.* 

When any of them die, the bodies are burnt, and then 
they take the bones and put them in little chests. These 
are carried high up the mountains, and placed in great 
caverns, where they are hung up in such wise that neither 
man nor beast can copie at them. 

A good deal of gold is found in the country, and for 
petty traffic they use porcelain shells such as I have told 
you of before. All these provinces that I have been speak- 
ing of, to wit B^ngala and Caugigu and Anin, employ for 
currency porcelain shells and gold. There are merchants 
in this country who are very rich and dispose of large 
quantities of goods. The people live on flesh and rice and 
milk, and brew their wine from rice and excellent spices. • 


Note 1. — ^The only MSS. that afford^e reading Coloman or Cholo- 
man instead of Toloman or Tholoman, are the Bern MS., which has Colo- 
man in the initial word of the chapter, Paris MS. 5649 (Pauthier’s C) 
which has Coloman in the Table of Chapters, but not in the text, the 
Bodleian, and the Brandenburg MS. quoted in the last note. These vari 
ations in themselves have little weight But the confusion between c and 
t in medieval MSS. when dealing with strange names is so constant that I 
have ventured to make the correction, in strong conviction that it is the 
right reading. M. Pauthier indeed, after speaking of tribes called Lo on the 
south-west of China adds, “on les nommait To-lo-man (‘ les nombreux Bar- 
bares Lo’).” Were this lattv statement foimded on actual evidence we 
might retain that form which is the usual reading. But I apprehend .from 
the manner in which M. Pauthier produces it, without corroborative quo- 
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tation, that he is rather hazarding a conjecture than speaking with autho- 
rity. Be that as it may, it is impossible that Polo’s Toloman or Coloman 
should have been in the south of Kwangsi where Eauthier locates it. 

On the other hand we find tribes of both Kolo and Ki/ilau Barbarians 
{i,e, Mdfty whence Kolo-mXn or Kihlau-mdn) very numerous on tlie 
frontier of Kweichau (see Bridgman's transL of Tract on Meautsze, p]). 
265, 269, 270, 272, 273, 274, 275, 278, 279, 280). Among these the 
Bb/o, described as No. 38 in that Tract, appear to me from various par- 
ticulars to be the most probable representatives of the Coloman of Polo, 
notwithstanding the sentence with which the description opens : “ Kb/o 
originally called Luluh ; the modem designation Kolo is incorrect.” * 
They are at present found in the prefecture of Tating (one of the 
departments of Kweichau towards the Yunnan side). “ They are talL of 
a dark complexion^ with sunken eyes, aquiline nose, wear long whiskers, 
and have the beard shaved off above the moutht They pay great 
deference to demons, and on that account are sometimes called ‘Dragons 
of Lo.’ .... At the present time these Kolo are divided into 48 clans, 
the elders of which are called Chieftains (lit. ‘ Head-and-Eyes ’) and are 
of nine grades. .... The men bind their hair into a tuft with blue cloth 
and make it fast on the forehead like a horn. Their upper dresses are 
short, with large sleeves, and their lower garihents are fine blue. When 
one of the chieftains dies, all that were under him are assembled together 
clad in armour and on horseback. Having dressed his corpse in silk 
and woollen robes, they burn it in the open country ; then, invoking the 
departed spirit, they inter the ashes. Their attachment to him as their 
sole master is such that nothing can drive or tempt them from their 
allegiance. Their large bows, long spears, and sharp swords, are strong 
and well-wrought. They train excellent horses, love archery and hunt- 
ing ; and so expert are they in tactics that their soldiers rank as the best 
y among all the uncizHized tribes. There is this proverb: ‘The Lo 
Dragons of Shwui-si rap the head and strike the tail * which is intended 
to indicate their celerity in defence.” {Bridgman^ p. 272-3.) 

The character Lo^ here applied in the Chinese Tract to these people, 
is the same as that in the name of the Kwangsi Lo of M. Pauthier. 

I append a cut (next page) from the drawing representing these 
Kolo-man in the original work from which Bridgman translated, which 
is in the possession of Dr. Lockhart. 

Note 2. — Magaillans, speaking of the semi-independent tribes of 
Kweichau and Kwangsi says ; “ Their towns are usually so girt by high 
mountains and scarped rocks that it seems as if nature had taken a 
pleasure in fortifying them ” (p. 43). 


* On the other hand M. Gamier writes : ** 1 not know any name at all like 
Kolo^ except Lolo^ the generic name given by the Chinese to the wild tribes of Yunnan.” 

Does not this look as if Kolo were really the old name, Luluh or Lolo the later ? 



The Koloman, after a Chinese drawing. 



MARCO POLO. 


Book II. 


«8 


CHAPTER LIX. . 

Concerning the Province of Cuiju. 

Cuiju is a province towards the East. After leaving Co- 
loman you travel along a river for 1 2 days, meeting with a 
good number of towns and villages, but nothing worthy of 
particular mention. After you have travelled those twelve 
days along the river you come to a great and noble city 
which is called Fungul.* 

The people are Idolaters and subject to the Great Kaan, 
lire by trade and handicrafts. You must know they 
manufacture stuffs of the bark of certain trees which form 
very fine summer clothing.* They are good soldiers, and 
have paper-money. For you must understand that hence- 
forward we are in the countries where the Great Kaan’s 
paper-money is current. 

The country swarms with lions to that degree that 
no man can venture to sleep outside his house at night.* 
Moreover when you travel on that river, and come to a halt 
at night, unless you keep a good way from the bank the 
lions will spring on the boat and snatch one of the crew 
^and make off with him^and devour him. And but for a 
certain help that the inhabitants enjoy, no one could 
venture to travel in that province, because of the multitude 
of those lions, and because of their strength and ferocity. 

■ But you see they have in this province a large breed of 
dogs, so fierce and bold that two of them together will 
attack a lion.'* So every man who goes a journey takes 
with him a couple of those dogs, and when a lion appears 
they have at him with the greatest boldness, and the lion 
turns on them, but can’t touch them for they are very 
deft at eschewing his blows. So they follow, him, per- 
petually giving tongue, and watching their chance to give 
him a bite in the rump or in the thigh, or wherever they 
may. The lion, makes no reprisal except now and then to 
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turn fiercely on them, and then indeed were he to catch the 
dogs it would be all over with them, but they take good care 
that he shall not. ’So, to escape the dogs’ din, the lion makes 
ofl^ and gets into the wood, where mayhap he stands at bay 
against a tree to have his rear protected from their annoy- 
ance. And when the travellers sec the lion in this plight they 
take to their bows, for they are capital archers, and shoot their 
arrows at him till he falls dead. And ’tis thus that travellers 
in those parts do deliver themselves from those lions. 

They have a good deal of silk and other products 
which are carried up and down, by the river of which we 
spoke, into variohs quarters.* 

You travel along the river for twelve days more, find- 
ing a good many towns all along, and the people always 
Idolaters, and subject to the Great Kaan, with paper-money 
current, and living by trade and handicrafts. There are 
also plenty of fighting men. And after travelling those 
1 2 days you arrive at the city of Sindafu of which we spoke 
in this book some time ago.** 

From Sindafu you set out again and travel some 70 
days through the provinces and cities and towns which we 
have already visited, and all which have been already 
particularly spoken of in our Book. At the end of those 
70 days you come to Juju where wS were before. 

From Juju you set out again and travel four days 
towards the south, finding many towns and villages. The 
people are great traders and craftsmen, are all Idolaters, 
and use the paper money of tlie Great Kaan their Sovereign. 
At the end of those four days you come to the city of 
Cacanfu belonging to the province of Cathay, and of it I 
shall now sjliiak. 

Note 1. — In spite of difficulties which beset the subject (see note 6 
below) the vieV of Pauthier, suggested doubtingly by Marsden, that this 
is the province of Kweichau, seems the only admissible one. As the 
latter observes, the reappearance of paper-money shows that we have got 
back into a province of China Proper. Such, Yunnan, recently conquered 
from a Shan prince, could not be considered. 
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' ’TW city of^^Mingul is by Pauthier identified with one which stood 

t at 3 Q, north of KWeiyangfn the present Capital, wh^ 

of V ^strict yiled .TrAWAKkOLO, of which he supposes 
to be a comiptioh. ‘ ^ • r 

. The .name is, However, even jhore suggestive of Phungan^ which 
under the Mongols was the head of a district called Phungan-lu. It 
was founded by that dynasty, and was regarded as an important position 
for the command of the three provinces Kwei-chau, Kwangsi and 
Yunnan. {Biot, p. i68 j Martini, p. 137.) 

Note 2. — Several Chinese plants afford a fibre from the bark, and 
some of these are manufactured into what we call grass-cioths. The 
light smooth textures so called are termed by the Chinese Hiapu or 
“ summer cloths.” Kweichau produces such. But perhaps that specially 
intended is a species of hemp ( Urtica Nivea t) of \^hich M. Ferny of the 
R. C. Missions says, in his notes on Kweichau : “ It affords a texture 
which may be compared to batiste. This has the notable property of 
keeping so cool that many people cannot wear it even in the hot 
weather. Generally it is used only for summer clothing.” {Diet d^s 
Tissue, VII. 404; Chin, Repos, XVIII. 217 and 529; Ann, de la Prop, 
delaFoi, XXXI. 137.) 

Note 3. — Tigers of course are meant (see supra, vol. i. p. 352). 
M. Ferny speaks of I'igers in the mountainous parts of Kweichau. 
(Ibid. 139.) 

Note 4. — These great dogs were noticed by Lieut, (now General) 
Macleod, in his journey to Kiang Hung on the great River Mekong, as 
accompanying the caravans of Chinese traders on their way to the 
Siamese territory (see MacleocTs Journal, p. 66). 

Note 5. — Martini says silk is not produced in Kweichau. But M. 
Pemy writes that the trade in silk is an important branch of commerce 
in Upper Kweichau ; it is however the silk of the oakdeaf silkworm 
(u, s, 136). 

* Note 6. — ^We have now got back to Sindafu, i,e, Chingtufu in- 
Ssechuen, and are better able to review the geography of the track we 
have been following. I do not find it possible to solve all its difficulties. 

The different provinces treated of in the chapters from Iv. to lix. are 
strung by Marco upon an easterly, or, as we must interpret, north-easterly 
line of travel, real or hypothetical. Their names andMntervals are as 
follows : (i) Bangala; whence 30 marches to (2) Caiigigu; 25 marches 
to (3) Anin ; 8 marches to (4) Toloman or Coloman ; 1 2 days along a 
river to the city of Fungul, Sinugul (or what not) in (5) Cuiju ; 12 days 
further, on or along the same river, to (6) Chingtufu. iPotal from Ban- 
gala to Chingtufu 87 days. 

I have said that the line of travel is real or hypothetical, for no doubt 
a large part of it^was only founded on hearsay. We last left our traveller 
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at Mien, or on the frontier of Yunnan and Mien. Batina is reached 
per/saltum with no indication of the intern^ and its.gpsi^on is entirely 
^Sa^prehendedf Marco conceiVee bf it, not ns hi but as hemg; 
iilte M|en, > province im the c&nfines of lndik,.,a.s\bemg under the same 
King as Mien, as lying to the south of that kingdom, and as bein^ at the 
(south) western extremity of a great traverse "line which runs (north) 
east into Kweichau and Ssechuen. All these conditions point consistently 
to one locality; that however is not Bengal but Pegu, On the other 
hand the circumstances of manners and products, so far as they go, do 
belong to Bengal. I conceive that Polo’s information regarding these 
was derived from persons who had really visited Bengal by sea, but that 
he had confounded what he so heard of the Delta of the Ganges with 
what he heard on the Yunnan frontier of the Delta of the Irawadi. It 
is just the same kind^of error that is made about those great Eastern 
Rivers by Fra Mauro in his Map. And possibly the name of Pegu 
(in Burmese Bagbh) may have contributed to his error, as well as the 
probable fact that the Kings of Burma did at this time claim to be 
Kings of Bengal, whilst they actually were Kings of Pegu. 

Caugigu. — We have seen reason to agree with M. Pauthier that the 
description of this region points to Laos, though we cannot with him 
assign it to Kiang-mai. Even if it be identical with the Papesifu of the 
Chinese, we have seen that the centre of that state may be placed at 
Muang Yong not far from the Mekong. But I am not convinced of 
this identity, and possibly Caugigu is to be placed still nearer the Chinese 
and Tungking territory, say at Kiang Hung. 

As regards the name, it is possible that it may represent some specific 
name of the Upper Laos territory. But I am inclined to believe that 
we are dealing with a case of erroneous geographical perspective like 
that of Bangala ; and that whilst the circumstances belong to Upper Laos, 
the name^ read as I read it Caugigu (or Cavgigu), is no other than the 
KafchiMe of Rashiduddin, the nam^ applied by him to Tungking, and 
representing the Kiaochi-kwe of the Chinese. D’Anville’s Atlas brings 
Kiaochi up to the Mekong in immediate contact with Cheli or Kiang 
Hung. I had come to the conclusion that Caugigu was probably the 
correct reading before I was aware that it is an actual reading of the 
Geog. Text more than once, of Pauthier’s A more than once, of Pau- 
thiefs C at least once and possibly twice, and of the Bern MS. ; all which 
I have ascertained from personal examination of those manuscripts.* 

Anin or Aniu. — I have already pointed out that I seek this in the 
territory about Lin-ngan and Homi. In relation to this M. Gamier 
writes : “ In starting from M. Yong, or even if you prefer it from Xieng 
Hung (Kiang Hung of our Maps) .... it would be physically impos- 
sible in 25 days to get beyond the arc which I have laid down on your 
map (viz., extending a few miles N.E. of Homi). There are scarcely 

* A passing suggestion of the identity of Kafche Kue and Caugigu is made by 
D’Ohsson, and I formerly objected (see Catbay^ p. 272). 
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any roads in those mountains, and easy lines of communication begin 
only after you have got to the Lin-ngan territory. In Marco Polo’s 
days things were certainly not better, but the ref erse. All that has been 
done of consequence in the way of roads, posts, and organisation^ in the 
part of Yunnan between Lin-ngan and Xieng Hung, dates in some 
degree from the Yuen, but in a far greater degree from Kanghi.” Hence 
even with the Ramusian reading of the itinerary we cannot place Anin 
much beyond the position indicated already. 

Kolotnan . — We have seen that the position of this region is probably 
near the western frontier of Kweichau. Adhering to as the repre- 
sentative of Anin, and to the 8 days* journey of the text, a probable 
position of Kploman would be about Lthping^ which according to Peter- 
"iiaahn]3 jmap l^ei ^bout loo English miles in i. straight line N.E. from 
' TM fi^t.'bhiTiacier of the, naine here is a^ain the same as the 

* J& 'of the Kofo tribes. ' * ' 

Beyond this point the difficulties of devising an interpretation, con- 
sistent at once with facts and with the text as it stands, become very 
serious, perhaps insuperable. 

The narrative demands that from Kolpman we should reach FUngul^ 
the chief city of CuijUy by travelling 12 (Jays along a river, and that 
Fungul should be within -12 days’ journey of Chingtufu, along the same 
river, or at least along rivers connected with it. 

It does not seem possible to reconcile M. Pauthier’s Tawankolo, 
which otherwise has a good deal to recommend it, with these conditions. 

Having referred the difficulty to M. Gamier, that officer favoured me 
with a note, in which he fully discusses the question, and rejects the route 
by the U-kiang or River of Kweichau as impossible in the time stated. 
He then proceeds : “ There are three navigable rivers to the west of the 
U-kiang. That one which enters the Kiang a little above Siu-cheu-fu, 
the River of Lowatong^ which was descended by our party, has a branch 
to the eastward which is navigable gp to about the latitude of Chao-tong. 
Is not this probably Marco Polo’s route ? It is to this day a line much 
frequented, and one on which great works have been executed ; among 
others two iron suspension bridges, works truly gigantic for the countty 
in which we find them. 

“To allow of this solution we must indeed .... suppose that the 
jqumey from Toloman to Fungul is not by the river, and that only some 
little way after leaving the latter point the traveller falls in with the 
eastern branch of the Lowatong River. The ramifications of the rivers 
between Weining, Loping, and Kweiyang are very obscure. I'hat space 
includes lakes, rivers which lose themselves and reappear, and a table- 
land of considerable extent above Weining. Water travelling is often 
easy, and even when interrupted can be resumed after a single day’s 
journey or less. Marco Polo’s 12 days’ journey might be of this* kind.” 

An extract from a Chinese Itinerary of this route, which M. Gamier 
has since comj^aunicated to me, shows that at a point 4 days from 
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Weining the traveller may embark and continue his voyage to any 
point on the great Kiang. 

In this direction* thin it is probable that Polo’s route to Chingtufu 
should be sought. And I may point out another river (Ngiu Lan Kiang) 
to the west of Weining, wWch M. Gamier states to be navigable, and which 
would afford a still more direct route to the Kinsha Kiang. The latter 
indeed is not now navigated in that quarter, but this is I believe owing to 
no natural obstacle, but to the dread of the savage tribes upon the banks. 

My theory of PoIq’s actual journey would be that he returned from 
Yunnanfu to Chingtufu through some part of the province of Kweichau, 
perhaps only its western extremity, but that he spolce of Caugigu, and 
probably of Anin, as he did of Bangala, from report only. And, in 
recapitulation, I would identify provisionally the localities spoken of in 
this difficult itinerary as follows : Caugigu with Kiang Hung ; Anin with 
Homi \ Coloman with Loping ; Fungul with Phungan-lu on the western 
border of Kweichau, which is Cuiju. 

Note 7. Here the Traveller gets back to the road-bifurcation near 
Juju, i.e, Chochau {ante, p. 4), and thence commences to travel south- 
ward. 



Cross on the Monument «t Singanfu (actual size), {su/ra, p. x6). 
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BOOK II. — continued. 


Part III.— JOURNEY SOUTHWARD THROUGH 
EASTERN PROVINCES OF CATHAY AND 
MANZI. 


CHAPTER LX. 

Concerning the Cities of Cacanfu and of Changlu. 

Cacanpu is a noble city. The people are Idolaters and 
burn their dead; they have paper-money, and live by 
trade and handicrafts. * For they have plenty of silk from 
which they weave stuffs of silk and gold, and sendals in 
large quantities. [There are also certain Christians at this 
place, who have a church.] And the city is at the head 
of an important territory containing numerous towns and 
villages. [A great river passes through it, on which much 
merchandize is carried to the city of Cambaluc, for by 
many channels and canals it is connectiH therewith.’] 

We will now set forth again, and travel three days 
towards the south, and then we come to a town called 
Changlu. This is another great city belonging to the 
Great Kaan, and to the province of Cathay. The people 
have paper-money, and are Idolaters and burn their dead. 
And you must know they make salt in great quantities at 
this place ; I will tell you how ’tis done,* 

A kind of earth is found there which is exceedingly 
salt. This tliey dig up and pile in great heaps. Upon 
these heaps they pour water in quantities till it runs out 
at the bottom ; and then they take up this water and boil it 
well in great iron cauldrons, and as it cools it deposits a 
fine white salt in very small grains. This salt they then 
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carry about for sale to many neighbouring districts, and 
get great profit thereby. 

There is nothing else worth mentioning, so let us go 
forward five days’ journey, and we shall come to a city 
called Chinangli. 


Note 1. — In the greater part of the journey which occupies the 
remainder of Book II., Pauthier is a chief authority, owing to his 
industrious Chinese reading and citation. Most of his identifications 
seem well founded, though sometimes we shall be constrained to dissent 
from them widely. A considerable number have been anticipated by 
former editors, but even in such cases he is often able to bring forward 
new grounds. 

Cacanfu is Hokianfu in Pecheli, 52 m. in a direct line south by 
east of Chochau. This is recognized by Marsden and Murray. It 
was the head of one of the Lu or circuits into which the Mongols 
divided China. (Pauthier,) 

Note 2. — Marsden and Murray have identified Changlu with 
Thsang-chau in Pecheli, about 30 m. east by south of Hokianfu. This 
seems substantially right, but Pauthier shows that there was an old 
town actually called Changlu, separated from Thsang-chau only by the 
great canal. 

The manner of obtaining salt described in the text is substantially 
the same as one described by Duhalde, and by one of the missionaries, 
as being employed near the mouth of the Yangtse-kiang. There is a 
town of the third order some miles south-east of Thsang-chau, called 
Yefi-shan or “ salt-hill,^ and according to Pauthier Thsang-chau is the 
mart for salt produced theire. (Duhalde in Astley, IV. 310; Lettres 
Edif, XI. 267 seqq, ; Biot, p. 283.) 

Polo here introduces a remark about the practice of burning the 
dead, which with the notice of the idolatry of the people, and their use 
of paper-money, constitutes a formula which he repeats all through the 
Chinese provinces with wearisome iteration. 

A great change seems to have come over Chinese custom since the 
middle ages, in regard to the disposal of the dead. Cremation seems 
to be now entirely disused except in two cases ; one, that of the obse- 
quies of a Buddhist priest, and the other that in which the coffin instead 
of being buried has been exposed in the fields, and in the lapse of time 
has become decayed. But it is impossible to reject the evidence that 
it was a common practice in Polo’s age. He repeats the assertion that 
it was the custom at every stage of his journey through Eastern China ; 
though perhaps his taking absolutely no notice of the practice of burial 
is an instance of that imperfect knowledge of strictly Chinese pecu- 
liarities which has been elsewhere ascribed to him. It is the case, how- 
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ever, that the author of the Book of the Estate of the Great Kaan (circa 
1330) also speaks of cremation as the usual Chinese practice, and that 
Ibn Batuta says positively; “The Chinese are infidels and idolaters, 
and they burn their dead after the manner of the Hindus.” This is all 
the more curicjus, because the Arab Relations of the 9th century say 
distinctly that the Chinese buried their dead, though they often kept the 
body long (as they do still) before doing so ; and there is no mistaking 
the description which Conti (15th century) gives of the Chinese mode 
of sepulture. Mendoza, in the i6th century, alludes to no disposal of 
the dead except by burial, but Semedo in the early part of the ryth says 
that bodies were occasionally burnt, especially in Ssechuen. 

And it is very worthy of note that the Chinese envoy to Chinla 
(Kamboja) in 1295, an individual who may have personally known Marco 
Polo, in speaking of the custom prevalent there of exposing the dead, 
adds : There are some however who bum their dead. These are all 
descendants of Chinese emigrants^* 

(Doolittle, igo; Deguignes, I. 69; Cathay, p. 247, 479; Reinaud, 
I. 56 j India in XVth Century, p. 23 ; Semedo, p. 95 ; Rim, Mel. Asiat. 
I. 128.) 


CHAPTER LXI. 

Concerning the C:tv of Chinangli, and that of Tadinfu, and 
THE Rebellio:i of Litan. 

Chinangli is a city of Cathay as you go south, and it 
belongs to the Great Kaan ; the people ar& Idolaters, and 
have paper-money. There runs through the city a great 
and wide river, on which a large traffic in silk goods and 
spices and other costly merchandize passes up and down. 

When you travel south from Chinangli for five days, 
you meet everywhere with fine towns and villages, the 
people of which are all Idolaters, and burn their dead, and 
are subject to the Great Kaan, and have paper-money, and 
live by trade and handicrafts, and have all the necessaries 
of life in great abundance. But there is nothing particular 
to mention •on the way till you come, at the end of those 
five days, to Tadinfu.* 

This, you must know, is a very great city, and in old 
times was the seat of a great kingdom ; but the Great 
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Kaati conquered it by force of arms. Nevertheless it is 
still the noblest city in all those provinces. There are very 
great merchants here, who trade on a great scale, and the 
abundance of silk is something marvellous. They have 
also most charming gardens abounding with fruit of large 
size. This city of Tadinfu hath also under its rule eleven 
imperial cities of great importance, all of which enjoy a 
large and profitable trade, owing to that immense produce 
of silk.* 

Now you must know that in the year of Christ 12,73 
the Great Kaan had sent a certain Baron called Liytan 
Sangon,’ with some 80,000 horse, to this ‘province and city 
to garrison them. And after the said captain had tarried 
..there a while, he formed a disloyal and traitorous plot, and 
stirred up the great men of the province to rebel against 
the Great Kaan. And so they did; for they broke into 
revolt against their sovereign lord, and refused all obedience 
to him, and made this Liytan, whom their sovereign had 
sent thither for their protection, to be the chief of their 
revolt. 

When the Great Kaan heard thereof he straightway 
despatched two of his Barons, one of whom was called 
Aguil and tljp other Mongotay giving them 100,000 
horse and a great force of infantry. But the affair was a 
serious one, for the Barons were met by the rebel Liytan 
with all those whom he had collected from the province, 
mustering more than 100,000 horse and a large force of 
foot. Nevertheless in the battle Liytan and his party were 
utterly routed, and the two Barons whom the Emperor had 
sent won the victory. When the news came to the Great 
Kaan he was right well pleased, and ordered that all the 
chiefs who had rebelled, or excited others to rebel, should 
be put to a cruel death, but that those of lower rank should 
receive a pardon. And so it was done. The two Barons 
had all the leaders of the enterprise put to a cruel death, 
and all thos^, of lower rank were pardoned. And thence- 



Chap. LXI. 


CHINANGLI AND TADINFU. 


99 


forward they conducted themselves with loyalty towards 
their lord.^ 

Now having told you all about this affair, let us have 
done with it, and I will tell you of another place that you 
come to in going south, which is called Sinju-matu. 


Note 1 . — There seems to be no solution to the difficulties attaching 
to the account of these two cities (Chinangli and Tadinfu) except that 
the two have been confounded, either by a lapse of memory on the 
traveller’s part or by a misunderstanding on that of Rusticiano. 

The position and name of Chinangli point, as Pauthier has shown, 
to Thsinan-fu, the dchief city of Shantung. The second city is called 
in the G. Text and Pauthier’s MSS. Candinfu^ Condinfu^ and Cundinfu^ 
names which it has not been found possible to elucidate. But adopting 
the reading Tadinfu of some of the old printed editions (supported by 
the Tudinfu of Ramusio and the Tandifu of the Riccardian MS.), 
Pauthier shows that the city now called Yenchau bore under the Kin the 
name of Taitingfu, which may fairly thus be recognized. 

It was not however Yencheu, but Thsinanfu^ which was the noblest 
city in all those provinces,” and had been “ in old times the seat of a 
kingdom,” as well as recently the scene of the episode of Litan’s rebel- 
lion. Thsinan-fu lies in a direct line 86 miles south of Thsangchau 
{Changlu\ near the ^anks of the Tathsing-ho, a large river which com- 
municates with the great canal near Thsiningchau, and which was, no 
doubt, of greater importance in Polo’s time than in the last six centuries. 
For up nearly to the origin of the Mongol power it appears to have 
been one of the . main discharges of the Hoang-Ha The recent changes 
in that river have again brought its main stteam into the same channel, 
and the “ New Yellow River” passes three or four miles to the north of 
the city. Thsinanfu has only recently been revisited by European 
travellers, who report it as still a place of importance, with a consider- 
able display of life, several fine temples, and all the furniture of a pro- 
vincial capital. {Rev, A, Williamson in J, N, China Br, R, As, Soc, for 
Dec. 1867, p. 58.) 

Note 2 . — The older modern accounts speak only of the wild silk 
of Shantung. But Mr. Williamson points out that there is an extensive 
produce from the genuine mulberry silkworm, and anticipates a very 
important trade in Shantung silk. The Chinese annals more than 2000 
. years b.c. speak of silk as an article of tribute from Shantung. Evidently 
in the middle* ages it was one of the provinces most noted for that 
article. Compare the quotation in note on next chapter from Friar 
Odoric. (Williamson in J, N, Ch, Br, R, A, S,^ Dec. 1866, p. 24.) 

Note 8. — The title Sangon is, as Pauthier points out, the Chinese 
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Tsangkiun^ “a general of division.” John Bell calls an officer bearing 
the same title ** Merin Sangidn,^^ 

Note 4. — Agul was the name of a distant cdusin of Kublai, who was 
the father of Nayan {supmych, ii. and Genealogy of the House of Chinghiz 
in Appendix A.). Mangkutai, under Kublai, held the command of 
the third Hazara of the right wing, in whicli he had succeeded his 
father Jedi Noyan. He was greatly distinguished in the invasion of 
South China under Bayan. {Erdmatiiis Temudschin^ p. 220, 455 ; 
Gaubily p. 160.) 

Note 5. — Litan, a Chinese of high military position and reputa- 
tion under the Mongols, in the early part of Kublai’s reign commanded 
the troops in Shantung and the conquered parts of Kiangnan. In the 
beginning of 1262 he carried out a design that he had entertained since 
Kublai’s accession, declared for the Sung Empercfr to whom he gave up 
several important places, put detached Mongol garrisons to the sword, 
and fortified Thsinan and Thsingchau. Kublai despatched Prince Apich^ 
and the General Ssetiench^ against him. Litan, after some partial 
success, was beaten and driven into Thsinan, which the Mongols imme- 
diately invested. After a blockade of four months the garrison was 
reduced to extremities. Litan in despair put his women to death and 
threw himself into a lake adjoining the city ; but he was taken out 
alive and executed. Thsingchau then surrendered. {Gaubily 139-140 ; 
Demaillay IX. 298 seqq,; JJOhssony II. 381.) 

Pauthier gives greater detail from the Chinese Annals, which con- 
firm the amnesty granted to all but the chiefs of*the rebellion. It will 
be seen that the names of the generals sent by Kublai do not corre- 
spond with those in the text. 

The date in the text is wrong or corrupt as is generally the case. 


CHAPTER LXII. 

Concerning the noble City of Sinjumatu. 

On leaving Tadinfu you travel three days towards the 
south, always finding numbers of noble and populous 
towns and villages flourishing with trade and manufactures. 
There is also abundance of game in the county, and every- 
thing in profusion. 

When you have travelled those three days you come 
to the noble city of Sinjumatu, a rich and fine place, 
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with great trade and manufactures. The people are Idola- 
ters and subjects of the Gre^llllP^^^in, and have paper- 
money, and they have a river which I can assure you 
brings them great gain, and I will tell you about it. 

You see the river in question flows from the south to 
this city of Sinjumatu. And the people of the city have 
divided this larger river in two, making one half of it flow 
east and the other half flow west ; that is to say, the one 
branch flows towards Manzi and the other towards Cathay. 
And it is a fact that the number of vessels at this city is 
what no one would believe without seeing them. The 
quantity of merchandize also which these vessels transport 
to Manzi and Cathay is something marvellous ; and then 
they return loaded with other merchandize, so that the 
amount of goods borne to and fro on those two rivers is 
quite astonishing.* 


Note 1 . — Friar Odoric, proceeding by water northward to Cam- 
baluc about 1324-5, says: “As I travelled by that river towards the 
east, and passed many*towns and cities, I came to a certain city which 
is called Sunzumatu, which hath a greater plenty of silk than perhaps 
any place on earth, for when silk is at the dearest you can still have 
40 lbs. for less than eight groats. There is in the place likewise great 
store of merchandize,” &c. When commenting on Odoric I was inclined 
to identify this city with Linthsingchau, but its position with respect to 
the two last cities in Polo’s itinerary renders this inadmissible; and 
Murray and Pauthier seem to be right in identifying it with Thsining- 
CHAU. The affix Matu { Ma-theUy a jetty, a place of river trade) might 
easily attach itself to the name of such a great depot of commerce on 
the canal as Marco here describes, though no Chinese authority has 
been produced for its being so styled. The only objection to the 
identificatiq^jjl^ith Thsiningchau is the difficulty of making three days\ 
journey of the short distance between Yenchau and that city. 

. Polo, according to the route supposed, comes first upon the artificial 
part of the Great Canal here. The rivers Wen and Sse united flow 
from the side of Shantung, striking the canal line at right angles on the 
water-shed neai^Thsiningchau, and have been thence diverted north-west 
and south-east so as to form the canal. There is a little confusion in 
Polo’s account owing to his describing the river as coming from the soutky 
which according to his orientation would be the side towards Honan. 
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In this respect his words would apply more accurately to the IVei river 
at Linthsing (see JBiofm. J. ^ 0 ser. 3, tom. xiv. 194, andy. N. C. B. 
R. A. S., 1866, p. 11). Du®de calls Thsiningchau “one of the most 
considerable cities of the empire j” and Nieuhoff speaks of its large 
trade and population. 


CHAPTER LXIII. 

Concerning the Cities of Linju and Piju. 

On leaving the city of Sinju-matu you travel for eight 
days towards the south, always coming, to great and rich 
towns and villages flourishing with trade and manufactures. 
The people are all subjects of the Great Kaan, use paper- 
money, and burn their dead. At the end of those eight 
days you come to the city of Linju, in a province of the 
same name of which it is the capital. It is a rich and 
noble city, and the men are good soldiers, natheless they 
carry on great trade and manufactures. There is great 
abundance of game in both beasts and birds, and all the 
necessaries of life are in profusion. The place stands on 
the river of which I told you above. And they have here 
great numbers of vessels, even greater than those of which 
I spoke before, and, these transport a great amount of 
costly merchandize.* 

So, quitting this province and city of Linju, you travel 
three days more towards the south, constantly finding 
numbers of rich towns and villages. These still belong to 
Cathay ; and the people are all Idolaters, burning their dead, 
and using paper-money, that I mean of their Lm^the Great 
Kaan, whose subjects they are. This is the fi*t country 
for game, whether in beasts or birds, that is anywhere to 
be found, and all the necessaries of life are in provision. 

At the end of those three days you fin4 the city of 
Piju, a grea^ rich, and noble city, with large trade and 
manufactures, and a great production of silk. This city 
stands at the entrance to the great province of Manzi, and 
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there reside at it a great number of merchants who despatch 
carts from this place loaded with great quantities of goods 
to the different towns of Manzi. The city brings in a 
great revenue to the Great Kaan.* 


Note 1. — Tliere is a difficulty about this Linju or Linchau {Lingiu), 
Pauthier will have it to be I-chau^ which at one time bore the name of 
Lin-i^ and suits as to distance. But Ichau is far from the canal, which 
Polo appears to intend by the river of Sinjumatu ; it seems to be out of 
his way; nor is there evidence of its great trade. Lecomte and his 
party seem to speak of it as a place of small importance. 

Murray suggests that Lingiu is a place which appears in Arrow- 
smith’s map (also in those of Berghaus and Keith Johnston) Linching- 
kien. It does not appear either in D’Anville’s map or in Klaproth’s, 
nor can I find it in Biot. The position assigned to it, however, on the 
west bank of the canal, nearly under the 35th degree of latitude, would 
agree fairly with Polo’s data. 

In any case I imagine Lingiu (of which, perhaps, Lingin may be the 
correct reading) to be the Lenzin of Odoric, which he reached in travelling 
by water from the south, before arriving at Sinjumatu {Cathay^ p. 125). 

Note 2. — There can be no doubt that this is Peichau on the east 
bank of the canal. The abundance of game about here is noticed by 
Nieuhoff (in Astley, IIP. 417). 


CHAPTER LXIV. 

Concerning the City of Siju, and the Great River Caramoran. 

When you leave Piju you travel towards the south for 
two days, through beautiful districts abounding in every- 
thing, an(f^in which you find quantities of all kinds of 
game. At the end of those two days you reach the city 
of SiJU^ a great, rich, and noble city, flourishing with trade 
and manufactures. The people are Idolaters, burn their 
dead, use paper money, and are subjects of the Great 
Kaan. They possess extensive and fertile plains producing 
abundance of wheat and other grain.* But there is nothing 
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else to mention, so let us proceed and tell you of the 
countries further on. 

On leaving Siju you ride south for three days, con- 
i' -i^ntly falling in with fine towns and villages and hamlets 
' lind fiurms, with their culti'vated lands. There is plenty of 
wheat and other corn, and of game also; and the people 
are all Idolaters and subjects of the Great Kaan. 

At the end of those three days you reach the great 
river Caramoran, which flows hither from Prester John’s 
country. It is a great river, and more than a mile in 
width, and so deep that great ships can navigate it. It 
abounds in fish, and very big ones too. You must know 
that in this river there are some 15,000 vessels, all belong- 
ing to the Great Kaan, and kept to transport his troops to 
the Indian Isles whenever there may be occasion ; for the 
sea is only one day distant from the place we are speaking 
of. And each of these vessels, taking one with another, 
will require 20 mariners, and will carry 15 horses with the 
men belonging to them, and their pro-vision, arms, and 
equipments.^ 

Hither and thither, on either bank of the river, stands 
a town ; the one facing the other. The one is called 
CoiGANJU and the other Caiju ; the former is a large place, 
and the latter a little one. And when you pass this river 
you enter the great province of Manzi. So now I must 
■ tell you how this province of Manzi was conquered by the 
Great Kaan.* 


Note 1 . — Siju can scarcely be other than Su-thsian {Sooisin of 
Keith Johnston’s map), as Murray and Pauthier have said. The latter 
states that one of the old names of the place was Si-chau, which cotto« 
spends to that given by Marco. Biot does not give this name. 

The town stands on the flat alluvial of the Hoang-Ho, and is 
approadted by high embanked roads. {AstlQ>, III. 524-^5.) 

Note 2 . — ^We have agmn arrived on the banks of the Hoang-Ho, 
which was crojeed higher up on our traveller’s route to Karijang, 

No accounts, since China became known to modem Europe, at- 
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tribute to the Hoang-Ho the great utility for navigation which Polo 
here and elsewhere ascribes to it. Indeed, we are told that its current 
is so rapid that its navigation is scarcely practicable. This rapidity 
also, bringing down vast (pantities of soil, has so raised the bed that 
in recent times the tide has not entered the river, as it probably did in 
our traveller’s time, when, as it would appear from his account, sea- 
going craft used to ascend to the ferry north of Hwainganfu, or there- 
abouts. Another indication of change is his statement that the passage ^ 
just mentioned only one day’s journey from the sea, whereas it is 
now about 50 miles in a direct line. But the river has of late years 
undergone changes much more material. 

In the remotest times of which the Chinese have any record, the 
Hoang-Ho discharged its waters into the Gulf of Pecheli by two 
branches, the most northerly of which appears to have followed the 
present course of the I’ei-ho below Tientsing. In the time of the Shang 
Dynasty (ending b.c. 1078) a more southerly branch flowed towards 
Thsining, and combined with the Thsi river, which flowed by Tsinanfu, 
the same in fact that was till recently called the Ta-thsing. In the time 
of Confucius we first hear of a branch being thrown off south-east to- 
wards the Hwai flowing north of Hwaingan, in fact towards the embou- 
chure which our maps still display as that of the Hoang Ho. But up 
to the Mongol era or nearly so, the mass of the waters of this great 
river continued to flow into the Gulf of Pecheli. They then changed 
their course bodily towards the Hwai, and followed that general direc- 
tion to the sea which they had adopted by the time of our traveller, 
and which they retained till a very recent period. 

During the reign of the last Mongol emperor a project was adopted 
for restoring the Hoang-Ho to its former channel, discharging into the 
Gulf of Pecheli \ and discontents connected with this scheme promoted 
the movement for the expulsion of the dynasty (1368). 

A river whose regimen was liable to such vast changes was necessa- 
rily a constant source of danger, insomuch that the Emperor Kiaking in 
his will speaks of it as having been “ from the remotest ages China’s 
sorrow.” Some idea of the enormous works maintained for the control 
of the river may be obtained from the following description of their 
character on the north bank, some distance to the west of Kaifungfu : 

“ In a village, apparently bounded by an earthen wall as large as 
that of the Tartar city of Peking, was reached the first of the outworks 
erected to resist the Hwang-ho, and on arriving at the top that river 
and the gigantic earthworks rendered necessary by its outbreaks burst 
on the view. On a level with the spot on which I was standing stretched 
a series of embankments, each one about 70 feet high, and of breadth 
sufficient for foftr railway trucks to run abreast on them. The mode of 
their arrangement was on this wise : one long bank ran parallel to the 
direction of the stream ; half a mile distant from it ran a similar one ; 
these two embankments were then connected by another series exactly 
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similar 'in ' size, height, and breadth, and running at right angles to 
, them right doTO to the edge of the water.” 

, About the years 1 85 1-3 the Hoang-Ho burstats embankments nearly 
30 mdes to the east of Kaifungfu^ and aft# six , centuries resumed the 
ancient direction of its disclmrge into the Gulf of Pecheli. Soon alter 
leaving its late channel it at present spreads, without defined banks, over 
the very low lands of South-Western Shantung, till it reaches the Great 
Canal, and then enters the Ta-thsihg channel, passing north of Thsinan to 
the sea. The pld channel crossed by Polo in the presdSt journey is quite 
deserted. The greater part of the bed is there cultivated ; it is dotted 
with numerous villages ; and the vast trading town of Chinkiangpu is 
extending so rapidly from the southern bank that a recent traveller says 
he expects that in two years it wdll have reached the northern bank. 

The same change has destroyed the Grand Canal as a navigable 
channel, for many miles south of Linthsingchau. ' (/. ^.’G. S., XXVIII. 
294-5 ; Escayrac de Lauture^Mem, surla Chine \ Cathay^ p. 125 ; Reports 
of Journeys in China^ &c. [by Consuls Alabaster, Oxenham, &c., Pari. Blue 
Book, 1869], pp. 4-5, 14 ; Mr. Elias in Proc. R. G. 6'., XIV. 20 se^^.) 


Note 3 . — Coiganju will be noticed below. Caiju does not seem to 
be traceable, having' probably been carried .away by the changes in the 
river. But it would seem to have been at the mouth of the canal on the 
north side of the Hoang-Ho, and the name is the same as that given 
below (ch. Ixxii.) to the town {Kwachau) occupying the corresponding 
position on the Kiang. 

“ Khatai,” says Rashiduddin, “ is bounded on one side by the country 
of Michin, which the Chinese call Manzi. ... In the Indian language 
Southern China is called Mahd-chfn, i.e. ‘ Great China,' and hence we 
derive the word Machin. The Mongols call the same country JVangiass, 
It is separated from Khatai by the river called Karamoran, which 
comes from the mountain*?' of Tibet and Kashmir, and which is never 
fordable. The capital of this kingdom is the city of Khingsai^ which is 
40 days' journey from Khanbalik.” (Quat. Rashid, xci-xciii.) 

Manzi (or Mangi) is a name used for Southern China, or more 
properly for the territory which constituted the dominion of the Sung 
Dynasty at the time when the Mongols conquered Cathay or Northern 
China from the Kin, not only by Marco, but by Odoric and John 
Marignolli, as well as by the Persian writers, who however more commonly 
call it Mdchin, I imagine that some confusion between the two words 
led to the appropriation of the latter name also to Southern China. 
The term Mantzu or Mantze signifies “ Barbarians ” (“ Sons of Bar- 
barians ”), and was appHedi it is said, by the Northern Chinese to their 
neighbours on the south, whose civilization was of later date. The name 
is now specifically applied to a wild race on the banks of the Upper Kiang. 

Though both Polo and Rashiduddin call the Karamoran the 
boundary between* Cathay and Manzi, it was not so for any great 
distance. Hopan ^belonged essentially to Cathay. 
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CHAPTER LXV. 

• ' * 

Haw THE Great Kaan conquu^ed the Province of Manzi. 

You must know that there was a kin^ and sovereign lord 
of the great territory of Manzi who was styled Facfur, 
so great and puissant a prince, that for vastness of wealth 
and number of subjects and extent of dominion, there was 
hardly a greater in all the earth except the Great Kaan 
himself.* But the people of his land were anything rather 
than warriors ; all their delight was in women, and nought 
but women ; and so it was above all with the king himself, 
for he took thought of nothing else but women, unless it 
were of charity to the poor. 

In all his dominion there, were no horses ; nor were the 
people ever inured to battle or arms, or military service of 
any kind. Yet the province of Manzi is very strong by 
nature, and all the cities are encompassed by sheets of 
water of great, depth, and more than an arblast shot in 
width; so that the country never would have been lost, 
had the people but been soldiers. But that is just what 
they were not ; so lost it was.* 

Now it came to pass, in the year of Christ’s incarnation, 
1268, that the Great Kaan, the same that now reigneth, 
despatched thither a Baron of his whose name was Bay an 
Chincsan, which is as much as to say “ Bayan Hundred- 
Eyes.” And you must know that the King of Manzi had 
found in his horoscope that he never should lose his king- 
dom except through a man that had an hundred eyes ; so 
he held himself assured in his position^ for he could not 
believe that any man in existence could have an hundred 
eyes. There, however, he deluded himsellj in his ignorance 
of the name <jf Bayan. ^ 

This Bayan had an immense force of horse and foot 
entrusted to him by the Great Kaan, and with these he 
entered Manzi, and he had also a great number of boats to 
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carry both horse and foot when need should be. And 
when he, with all his host, entered the territory of Man/.i 
and arrived at this city of CoiGANJU,-^whither we now are 
got, and of which we shall speak presently, — he sum Atoned 
the people thereof to surrender to the Great Kaan ; but 
this they flatly refused. On this Bayan went on to another 
city, with the same result, and then still went forward; 
acting thus because he was aware that the Great Kaan was 
despatching another great host to follow him up.^ 

What shall I say then ? He ^vanced to five cities in 
succession, but got possession of none of them ; for he did 
not wisli to engage in besieging them, ind they would not 
give themselves up. But when he came to the sixth city 
he took that by storm, and so with a second, and a third, 
and a fourth, until he had taken twelve cities in succession. 
And when he had taken all these he advanced straight 
against the capital city of the kingdom, which was called 
Kinsav, and which was the residence of the King and 
Queen. 

And when the King beheld Bayan coming with all his 
host, he was in great dismay, as one unused to see such 
sights. So he and a great company of his people got on 
board a thousand ships and fled to the islands of the Ocean 
Sea, whilst the Queen who remained behind in the city took 
all measures in her power for its defence, like a valiant 
lady. 

Now it came to pass that the Queen asked what was 
the name of the captain of the host, and they told her 
that it was Bayan Hundred-Eyes. So when she wist that 
he was styled Hundred- Eyes, she called to mind how their 
astrologers had foretold that a man of an hundred eyes 
shotdd strip them of the kingdom.* Wherefore she gave 
herself up to B^an, and surrendered to him the whole 
kingdom and all the other cities and fortresses, so that no 
resistance was made. And in sooth this was a goodly con- 
quest, for there was no realm on earth half so wealthy.® 
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The amount that the King used to expend was perfectly 
marvellous ; and as an example I will tell you somewhat 
of his liberal acts. 

In those provinces they are wont to expose their new- 
born babes ; I speak of the poor, who have not the means 
of bringing them up. But the King used to have all those 
foundlings taken charge of, and had note made of the 
signs and planets under which each was born, and then put 
them out. to nurse about the country. And when any rich 
man was childless he w/^ld go to the King and obtrin from 
him as many of these children as he desired. Or, when the 
children grew up, the King would make up marris^es 
among them, and provide for the couples from his own 
purse. In this manner he used to provide for some 20,000 
boys and girls every year.’ 

I will tell you another thing this King used tQ do. If 
he was taking a ride through the city and chanced to see 
a house that was very small and poor standing among 
other houses that were fine and large, he would ask why 
it was so, and they would tell him it belonged to a poor 
man who had not the means to enlarge it. Then the King 
would himself supply the means. And thus it came to 
pass that in all the capital of the kingdom of Manzi, 
Kinsay by name, you should not see any but fine houses. 

This King used to be waited on by more than a thou- 
sand young gentlemen and ladies, all clothed in the richest 
fashion. And he ruled his realm with such justice that no 
malefactors were to be found therein. The city in fact 
was so secure that no man closed his doors at night, not 
even in houses and shops that were full of all sorts of rich 
merchandize. No one could do justice in the telling to 
the great riches of that country, and to the good disposi- ^ 
tion of the people. Now that I have told you about the 
kingdom, I will go back to the Queen. 

You must know that she was conducted to the Great 
Kaan, who gave her an honourable reception, and caused 
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her to be served with all state, like a great lady as she was. 

as for the King her husband, he never more did quit 
:?^;isles of the sea to which he had" fled, but died th^. 
So leave we him and his wife and all their concents, aud 
let us return to our story, and go on regularly with our. 
account of the great province of Manzi and of the mahnerin 
and customs of its people. And, to begin at the beginning, 
we must go back to the city of Coiganju, from which we 
diverged to tell you about the conquest of Manzi. 


Note 1. — Faghflir or Baghbtir was a title applied by old Persian 
and Arabic writers to the Emperor of China, much in the way that we 
used to speak of the Great Moguls and our fathers of the Sophy, It is, 
as Neumann points out, an old Persian translation of the Chinese title 
Tien-tsoy ‘‘ Son of Heaven ” 3 Bagh-Phr = ‘‘ The Son of the Divinity,” as 
Sapor or Shdh-Fiir = ‘‘ The Son of the King.” 

Faghfur seems to have been used as a proper name in Turkestan 
(see Bahety 423). 

There is a similar word TakfAry applied by the Mahomedans to the 
Greek emperors both of Byzantium and Trebizond (and also to the 
Kings of Cilician Armenia), which was perhaps adopted as a jingling 
match to the former term 3 Faghfur, the great infidel king in the East 5 
Takfur, the great infidel king in the West. Redhouse thinks it is a cor- 
ruption of Tov KvpLov, but Defr6nery says it is Armenian, Tagavovy “ a 
king.” (/. B, II. 393, 427-) 

Note 2. — Nevertheless the history of the conquest shows instances 
of extraordinary courage and self-devotion on the part of Chinese 
officers, especially in the defence of fortresses. 

Note 3. — Bayan (signifying “great” or “noble”) is a name of very 
old renown among the Nomade nations, for we find it as that .of the 
Khagan of the Avars in the 6th century. The present Bayan, Kublai’s 
most famous lieutenant, was of princely birth, in the Mongol tribe called 
Barin. In his youth he served in the West under Hulaku. According 
to Rashiduddin, about 1265 he was sent to Cathay with certain ambas- 
sadors of the Kaan’s who were returning thither. He was received 
. with great distinction by Kublai, who was greatly taken with his pre- 
possessing appearance and ability, and a command was assigned him. 
In 1273, after the capture of Siang-Yang (infray chap^ Ixx.), the Kaan 
named him to the chief command in the prosecution of the war against 
the Sung dynasty. Whilst Bayan was in the full tide of success, Kublai, 
alarmed by the ravages of Kaidu on the Mongolian frontier, recalled 
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him to take the command there, but on the general’s remonstrance he 
gave way, and made him a minister of state (Chingsiang), The 
€»i|9ntial part of his task *was completed by the surrender of the capital 
(Linggan, now Hangchau) to his arms in the beginning of 
'He was then recalled to court, and immediately despatched to Mmi- 
gblia, where he continued in command for 17 years, his great business 
l^ing to keep down the restless Kaidu. 

In 1293 enemies tried to poison the emperor’s ear against Bayan, 
and they seemed to have succeeded ; for Kublai despatched his heir 
the Prince Teimur to supersede him in the frontier command. Bayan 
beat Kaidu once more, and then made over his command with character- 
istic dignity. On his arrival at court Kublai received him with the 
greatest honour, and named him chief minister of state and commandant 
of his guards and the troops about Cambaluc. The emperor died in 
the beginning of the next year (1294), and Bayan’s high position enabled 
him to take decisive measures for preserving order, and maintaining 
Kublai’s disposition of the succession. Bayan was raised to still higher 
dignities, but died at the age of 59, within less than a year of the master 
whom he had served so well for 30 years (about January, 1295). After 
his death, according to the peculiar Chinese fashion, he received yet 
further accessions of dignity. 

The language of Chinese historians in speaking of this great man is 
thus rendered by Demailla ; it is a noble eulogy of a Tartar warrior, 
and might have been written, in great part, as the character of a soldier 
of our own day. I need not name him ; all readers who know the man 
will recognize the likeness : — 

“ He was endowed with a lofty genius, and possessed in the highest 
measure the art of handling great bodies of troops. When he marched 
against the Sung, he directed the movements of 200,000 men with as 
much ease and coolness as if there had been but one man under his 
orders. All his officers looked up to him as a prodigy ; and having 
absolute trust in his capacity, they obeyed him with entire submission. 
Nobody knew better how to deal with soldiers, or to moderate their 
ardour when it carried them too far. He was never seen sad except 
when forced to shed blood, for he was sparing even of the blood of his 
enemy. ... His modesty was not inferior to his ability. . . . He 
would attribute all the honour to the '"conduct of his officers, and he 
was ever ready to extol their smallest feats. He merited the praises of 
Chinese as well as Mongols, and both nations long regretted the loss 
of this great man.” Demailla gives a different account from Rashiduddin 
and Gaubil, of the manner in which Bayan first entered the Kaan’s 
service. {Gaiibil, 145, 159, 169,179,183,221,223-4; Erdmann^ 222-3; 
Demailla, IX. 335, 458, 461-3.) 

Note 4. — As regards Bayan personally, and the main body under 
his command, this seems to be incorrect. His advance took place from 
Siangyang along the lines of the Han River and of the Great Kiang. 
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Another force indeed advanced direct upon Yangchau, and therefore 
probably by Hwainganchau ; and it is noted that Bayan’s orders to the 
.generals of this force were to spare bloodshed. rS9 J jyOhssoti, 

6.— So in our own age ran the Hindu prophecy that Siat^dr 
should never fall till there came a great alligator against it ; and When 
it fell to the English assault, the Brahmans found that the name of thj| 
leader was CoMBERtiERE = Kumhlr-Mir, the Crocodile Lord 1 

“ Be those juggling fiends no more believed 

That palter with us in a double sense ; 

'fhat keep the word of promilfee to our ear 
And break it to our hope ! ** 

It would seem from the expression, both in Pauthier’s text and in the 
G. 'F., as if Polo intended to say that Chinesan (Cinqsan) meant “ One 
Hundred Eyes and if so we could have no stronger proof of his 
ignorance of Chinese. It is Pe-yen^ the Chinese form of Bayan^ that 
means, or rather may be punningly rendered, “ One Hundred Eyes.** 
Chinesan, />. Chingsiang^ was the title of the superior ministers of state 
at Khanbalik, as we have already seen. The title occurs pretty fre- 
(luently in the Persian histories of the Mongols, and frequently as a 
Mongol title in Sanang Setzen. We find it also disguised as C/iyansam 
in a letter from certain Christian nobles at Khanbalik, which Wadding 
quotes from the Papal archives (see Cathay^ p. 314-15). 

But it is right to observe that in the Ramusian version the mis- 
translation which we have noticed is not so indubitable : “ Volendo 
sapere come avea nome il Capitano nemico, le fu detto, Chinsambaian, 
cioh Ccniocchi^' 

A kind of corroboration of Marco’s story, but giving a different form 
to the pun, has been recently found by Mr. W. F, Mayers, of the Con- 
sular Department in China, in a Chinese compilation dating from the 
latter part of the 14th century. Under the heading, A Kiang-nan 
Prophecy^' this book states that prior to the fall of the Sung a prediction 
ran through Kiang-nan : “ If Kiang-nan fall, a hundred wild geese {Pe- 
yeri) will make their appearance.” This, it is added, was not understood 
till the generalissimo Peyen Chingsiang made his appearance on the 
scene. “ Punning prophecies of this kind are so common in Chinese 
history, that the above is only worth noticing in connexion with Marco 
Polo’s story.” {JV, and Q. China and Japan^ vol. ii. p. 162.) 

But I should suppose that the Persian historian Wassdf had also 
heard a bungled version of the same story, which he tells in a pointless 
manner of the fortress of Sind/ur (evidently a clerical error for Saian/u, 
see below, chap. Ixx.) : Payan ordered this fortress to be assaulted. 
The garrison had heard how the capital of China had fallen, and the 
army of Payan' was drawing near. The commandant was an experienced 
veteran who had tasted all the sweets and bitters of fortune, and had 
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borne the day’s heat and the night*s cold ; he had, as the saw goes, 
milked the world’s cow dry. So he sent word to Payan : * In my youth 
(here we abridge Wassifs rigmarole) I heard my father tell that this 
. fortress should be taken by a man called JPayan^ and that ali fencing 
andi, trenching, fighting and smiting, wonhi be of no avaiL You need 
not therefore bring an army hither ; :ire give in j we surrender the for- 
mtress and all that is therein.’ So they opened the gates and came 
down.” {Wassdf^ Hammer’s ed., p. 41.) ^ 

Note 6 . — ^There continues in this narrative, with a general truth as 
to the course of events, a greater amount of error as to particulars than 
we should have expected. The Sung Emperor Tutsong, a debauched 
and effeminate prince, to whom Polo seems to refer, had died in 1274, 
leaving young children only. Chaohien, the second son, a boy of four 
years of age, was put on the throne, with his grandmother Siechi as 
regent. The approach of Bayan caused the greatest alarm ; the Sung 
Court made humble propositions, but they were not listened to. The 
brothers of the young emperor were sent off by sea into the southern 
provinces; the empress regent was also pressed to make her escape 
with the young emperor, but after consenting she changed her mind and 
would not move. The Mongols arrived, and the empress sent the great 
seal of the empire to Bayan. He entered the city without resistance in 
the third month (say April), 1276, riding at the head of his whole staff 
with the standard of the general-in-chief before him. It is remarked that 
he went to look at the tide in the river Tsien Tang, which is noted for 
its Bore, He declined to meet the regent and her grandson, pleading 
that he was ignorant of the etiquettes proper to such an interview. 
Before his entrance Bayan had nominated a joint commission of Mongol 
and Chinese officers to the government of the city, and appointed a 
committee to take charge of all the public documents, maps, drawings, 
records of courts, and seals of all public offices, and to plant sentinels 
at necessary points. The emperor, his mother, and the rest of the Sung 
princes and princesses, were despatched to the Mongol capital. A des- 
perate attempt was made at Kwachau {ift/ra, chap. Ixxii.) to recapture the 
young emperor, but it failed. On their arrival at Tatu, Kublai’s chief 
queen Jamui Khatun treated them with delicate consideration. This 
amiable lady, on being shown the spoils that came from Linggan, only 
wept and said to her husband, So also shall it be with the Mongol 
empire one day ! ” The eldest of the two boys who had escaped was 
proclaimed emperor by his adherents at Fuchau, in Fokien, but they 
were speedily driven from that province, and the young emperor died 
on a desert island off the Canton coast in 1278. His younger brother 
took his place,* but a battle in the beginning of 1279 finally extinguished 
these efforts of the expiring dynasty, and the minister jumped with his 
young lord into the sea. It is curious that Rashiduddin, with all his 
opportunities of knowledge, writing at least 20 years later, was not 
aware of this, for he speaks of the Prince of Manzi as still a fugitive in 
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the forests between Zayton and Canton. {Gaubil; D'Ohsson; Demail la; 
Qatkay^ p. 272.) 

Note 7. — There is much about the exposure of children and about 
Chinese foundling hospitals in the Leitres Mdijiantes^ especially in 
Recueil xv. 83 seg^. It is there stated that frequently a person not in 
circumstances to J>ay for a wife for his son, would visit the foundling 
hospital to seek one. The childless rich also would sometimes get 
children there to pass off as their own, adopted children being excluded 
from certain valuable privileges. 


CHAPTER LXVI. 

Concerning the City of Coiganju. 

CoiGANJu is, as I hav^ told you already, a very large city 
standing at the entrance to Manzi. The people are Idolaters 
and burn their dead, and are subject to the Great Kaan. 
They have a vast amount of shipping, as I mentioned before 
in speaking of the River Caramoran. And an immense 
quantity of merchandize comes hither, for the city is the 
seat of government for this part of the country. Owing to 
its being on the river, many cities send their produce thither 
to be again thence distributed in every direction. A great 
amount of salt also is made here, furnishing some forty 
other cities with that article, and bringing in a great revenue 
to the Great Kaan.* 


Note 1. — Coiganju is Hwai-ngan-chau, now -Fu^ on the canal, some 
miles south of the channel of the Hoang-Ho ; but apparently in Polo’s 
time the great river passed close to it Indeed the city takes its name 
from the river Hwai^ into which the Hoang-Ho sent a branch when it 
first began to seek a discharge further south than the Gulf of Pecheli. 

The city extends for about three miles along the canal and much 
below its level (see Davis^ I. 120), 

The head-quarters of the salt manufacture of Hwaingan is a place 
called Yen-ching 4 “ Salt-Town ”) some distance to the S. of the former 
city (see Fauthier in loco). 
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CHAPTER LXVII. 

Of the Cities of Paukim and Cayu. 

When you leave Coiganju you ride south-east for a day 
along a causeway laid with fine stone, which you find 
at this entrance to Manzi. On either hand there is a great 
expanse of water, so that you cannot enter the province 
except along this causeway. At the end of the day’s 
journey you reach the fine city of Paukin. The people, 
are Idolaters, burn their dead, are subject to the Great 
Kaan, and use paper money. They live by trade and manu- 
factures and have great abundance of silk, whereof they 
weave a great variety of fine stuffit of silk and gold. Of 
all the necessaries of life there is great store. 

When you leave Paukin you ride another day to 
the south-east, and then you arrive at the city of Cayu. 
The people are Idolaters (and so forth). They live by 
trade and manufactures and have great store of all neces- 
saries, including fish in great abundance. There is also 
much game, both beast and bird, insomuch that for a 
Venice groat you can have three good pheasants.* 


Note 1 . — Paukin is PAO-YNO-Hien ; Cayu is KAO-YU-chau, both 
cities on the east side of the canaL At Kao-yu the country east of the 
canal lies some 20 feet below the canal level ; so low indeed that the 
walls of the city are not visible from the further bank of the canal. To 
the west is the Kao-yu Lake, one of the expanses of water spoken of by 
Marco, and which threatens great danger to the low country on the east 
(see Mr. AlabasUr’s Journey in tbe Consular Reports above quoted, 
P-S)- 
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CHAPTER LXVIII. 

« 

Of thk Cities ok Tiju, Tinju, anu Yaxju. 

When you leave Cayu, you ride another day to the south- 
east through a constant succession of villages and heltls and 
fine farms until you come to Tuu, which is a city of no 
great size but abounding in everything. The people arc 
Idolaters (and so forth). There is a great amount of trade, 
and they have many vessels. And you must know that on 
your left hand, that is towards the eas.t, and three days’ 
journey distant, is the Ocean Sea. At every place between 
the sea and the city salt is made in great quantities. And 
there is a rich and noble city called Tinju, at which there 
is produced salt enough to supply the whole province, and 
I can teU you it brings the Great Kaan an incredible 
revenue. The people are Idolaters and subject to the 
Kaan. Let us quit this, however, and go back to Tiju.' 

Again, leaving Tiju, you ride another day towards the 
south-east, and at the end of your journey you arrive at 
the very great and noble city of Yanju, which has seven- 
and-twenty other wealthy cities under its administration ; 
so that this Yanju is, you see, a city of great importance.' 
It is the seat of one of the Great Kaan’s Twelv'e Barons, 
for it has been chosen to be one of the Twelve Sings. 
The people are Idolaters and use paper-money, and are 
subject to the Great Kaan. And Messer Marco Polo 
himself, of whom this book speaks, did govern this city 
for three full years, by the order of the Great Kaan.^ The 
people live by trade and manufactures, for a great amount 
of harness for knights and men-at-arms is made there. 
And in this city and its neighbourhood a large number 
of troops are stationed by the Kaan’s orders. • 

There is no more to say about it. So now I will tell 
you about ijwo great provinces of Manzi which lie towards 
the west. And first of that called Nanghin. 
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HOTK 1. — 'i'hough the text would lead us to look for Tiju on the 
direct line between Kaoyu and Yangchau, and like them on the canal 
bank (indeed one MS., C. ofPauthier, specifies its standing on the same 
river as the cities already passed, t,e. on the canal^ we seem constrained 
to admit the general opinion that this is Tai-chau, a town lying some 
five-and-tweiity miles at least to the eastward of the Canal. Though our 
maps do not show that navigation extends to Taichau, it probably does 
so, for there are many branches of the canal not shown in our maps. 

'Tinju or Chinju (for both the G. T. and Ramusio read Cingui) 
cannot be identified with certainty. But I should think it likely from 
Polo's “ geographical style,” that when he spoke of the sea as three days 
distant he had this city in view, and that it is probably Tung-chau on 
the northern shore of the estuary of the Yangtse, which might be fairly 
described as three days from Tai-chau. Mr. Kingsmill identifies it with 
Ichin-hien, the great port on the Kiang for the export of the Yangchau 
salt. This is possible but Ichin lies west of the canal, and though 
the form Chinju would really represent Ichin as then named, such a 
position seems scarcely compatible with the way, vague as it is, in which 
Tinju or Clynju is introduced. Moreover we shall see that Idiin is 
spoken of hereafter. {Kingsmill^ in N, and Q. Ch, and Japan, I. 53.) 

Note 2. — Happily there is no doubt that this is Yangchau, one of 
the* oldest and most famous great cities of China. Some five-and-thirty 
years after Polo's departure from China, Friar Odoric found at this city 
a House of his own Order (Franciscans), and three Nestorian churches. 
The city also appears jn the Catalan Map as langio. Yangchau suffered 
greatly in the Taeping rebellion, but its position is an “ obligatory point ” 
for commerce, and it appears to be rapidly recovering its prosperity. It 
is the head-quarters of the salt manufacture, and it is also now noted for a 
great manufacture of sweetmeats (see Alabaster's Report as above, p. 6). 

Note 3. — ^What I have rendered “Twelve Sings" is in the G. T. 
“ douze sajes" and in Pauthier's text “ stages" It seems to me a reason- 
able conclusion that the original word was Sings (see note i to chap. 
XXV. supra ) ; anyhow that was the proper term for the thing meant. 

In his note on this chapter Pauthier produces evidence that Yang- 
chau was the seat of a Sing or government-general, but only for the first 
year after the conquest of the Sung territory, viz. 1276-77, and he seems 
(for his argument is obscure) to make from this the unreasonable deduc- 
tion that at this period Kublai placed Marco Polo — ^w^ho could not be 
more than 23 years of age, and had been but two years in Cathay — 
in charge either of the general government, or of an important district 
government in Ihe most important province of the empire. 

In a later note M. Pauthier speaks of 1284 as the date at which the 
Sing of the province of Kiang-chd was transferred from Yangchau to 
Kingsse or Hangchau ; and th^ is probably to be taken as a correction 
of the former citations. It also justifies Polo’s statement to a much 
greater degree than they had done (see Pauthier, pp. 467, 492)- . 
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I do not think it] is] certain or even probable that we are to r^igarcl 
Marco as having held at any time the important post of Governor-general 
of Kiang-che. The expressions in the G. T. ;\re: Meser Marc Pvl 
meisme, celui de cui irate ceste livre, seingnciiric ceste cite four trois anz. " 
Pauthier’s MS. A appears to read : ^ Et ot sei^ieurie Marc Pol, en ceste 
cite, trois ans^ These expressions need not i)oint to more than the 
government of the city alone, just as we find in chapter Ixxiii. another 
Christian, Mar Sarghis, mentioned as Governor of Chinkiang-fu for the 
same term of years ; and it is remarkable that in Pauthier’s MS! C, 
which often contains readings of peculiar value, the passage runs (and 
also in the Bern MS.) : “ Et si vous dy que ledit Messire Marc Pol, cellui 
meisme de qui nostre livre park, sejourna en ceste citi de Janguy iii ans 
acempHz, par k commandement du Grant Kaan^ in which the nature of 
his employment is not indicated at all (though sejourna may be an error 
for seigneura). The impression of his having been Govemor general of 
the province is mainly due to the Ramusian version, which says distinctly 
indeed that “ M, Marco Polo di comtnissione del Gran Can ri ebbe il 
govemo tre anni continui in luogo di un dei detti Baroni,” but it is very 
probable that* this is a gloss of the translator. I should qpnjecture his 
tenure of office at Yangchau to have been between 1282, when we know 
he was at the capital (vol. i. p. 375), and 1287-8, when he must have 
gone on his first expedition to the Indian Seas. 


CHAPTER LXIX. 

CONCEFNING THE ClTY OF NaNGHIN. 

Nanghin is a very noble Province towards the west. The 
people are Idolaters (and so forth) and live by trade and 
manu6ctures. They have silk in great abundance, and they 
.weave many fine tissues of silk and gold. They have all 
sorts of corn and victuals very cheap, for the province is 
a most productive one. Game also is abundant, and lions 
too are found there. The merchants are great and opulent, 
and the Emperor draws a large revenue from them, in the 
shape of duties on the goods which they buy and sell.* 

And now I will tell you of the very noble city of 
Saianfu, which well deserves a place in our book, for there 
is a matter of 'great moment to tell about it. 
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Note 1 . — ^'Fhough the attributes of this district are the merest gene- 
ralities, the name and direction from Yangchau are probably sufficient 
to indicate (as Pauthier has said), that it is Nganking on the Kiang, the 
capital of the modern ^irovince of Ngan-hwai! The more celebrated 
city of Nankins' did not bear that name in our traveller’s time. 

Nganking was the scene of a frightful massacre by the Imperialists 
in 1861, when they recovered it from the Taiping. They are said to 
have left neither man, woman, nor child alive in the unfortunate city. 
(Blakiston, p. 55.) 


CHAPTER LXX. 

Concerning the very noble City of Saianfu, and how its 
Capture was effected. 

Saianfu is a very great and noble city, and it rules over 
twelve other large and rich cities, and is itself a seat of 
great trade and manufacture. The people are Idolaters 
(and so forth). They have much silk, from which they 
weave fine silken stuffs ; they have also a quantity of game, 
and in short the city abounds in all that it behoves a noble 
city to possess. 

'Now you must know that this city held out against the 
Great Kaan for three years after the rest of Manzi had 
surrendered. The Great Kaan’s troops made incessant 
attempts to take it, but they could not succeed because 
of the great and deep waters that were round about it, so 
that they could approach from one side only, which was 
the north. And I tell you they never would have taken it, . 
but for a circumstance that I am going to relate. 

You must know that when the Great Kaan’s host had 
lain three years before the city without being able to take 
it, they were greatly chafed thereat. Then Messer Nicolo 
Polo and Messer Maffeo and Messer Marco said : “We 
could find you a way of forcing the city to surrender 
speedily ; ” whereupon those of the army replied, that they 
would be right glad to know how that should be. All this 
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talk took place in the presence of the Great Kaan. For 
messengers had been despatched from the camp to tell 
him that there was no taking the city, by blockade, for it 
continually received supplies of victual from those sides 
which they were unable to invest ; and the Great Kaan 
had sent back word that take it they must, and find a way 
, how. Then spoke up the two brothers and Messer Marco 
the son, and said ; Great Prince, we have with us among 
our followers men who are able to construct mangonels 
which shall cast such great stones that the garrison will 
never be able to stand them, but will surrender inconti- 
nently, as soon as the mangonels or trebuchets shall have 
shot into the town.” ‘ 

The Kaan bade them with all his heart have such man- 
gonels ma^ as speedily as possible. Now Messer Nicolo 
and his brother and his son immediately caused timber to 
be brought, as much as they desired, and fit for the work 
in hand. And they had two men among their followers, 
a German and a Nestorian Christian, who were masters of 
that business, and these they directed to construct two or 
three mangonels capable of casting stones of 300 lbs. 
weight. Accordingly they made three fine mangonels, each 
of which cast stones of 300 lbs. weight and more.* And 
when they were complete and ready for use, the Emperor 
and the others were greatly pleased to see them, and caused 
several stones to be shot in their presence ; whereat they 
marvelled greatly and greatly praised the work. And the 
Kaan ordered that the engines should be carried to his 
army which was at the leaguer of Saianfu.* 

And when the engines were got to the camp they were 
forthwith set up, to the great admiration of the Tartars. 
And what shall I tell you ? When the engines were set up 
and put in gear, a stone was shot from each of them into 
the town. These took effect among the buildings, crashing 
and smashing through everything with huge din and com- 
motion. And ^ when the townspeople witnessed this new 
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and strange visitation they were so astonished and dismayed 
that they wist not what to do or say. They took counsel 
together, but no counsel could be suggested how to escape 
from these engines, for the' thing seemed to them to be 
done by sorcery. They declared that they were all dead 
men if they yielded not, so they determined to surrender 
on such conditions as they could get.^ Wherefore they 
striughtway sent word to the commander of the army that 
they were ready to surrender on the same terms as the other 
cities of the province had done, and to become the subjects 
of the Great Kaan ; and to this the captain of the host 
consented. * 

So the men of the city surrendered, and were received 
to terms ; and this all came about through the exertions of 
Messer Nicolo, and Messer Maffeo, and Messer Marco; 
and it was no small matter. For this city and province is 
one of the best that the Great Kaan possesses, and brings 
him in great revenues.’ 

Note 1 . — Pauthier’s MS. C here says: “When the Great Kaan, 
and the Barons about him, and the messengers from the camp, . , . . 
heard this, they all marvelled greatly; for I tell you that in all those 
parts they know nothing of mangonels or trebuchets ; and they were so 
far from being accustomed to employ them in their wars that they had 
never even seen them, nor knew what they wye.” The MS. in question 
has in this narrative several statements peculiar to itself,* as indeed it 
has in various other passages of the book ; and these often look very 
like the result of revision by Polo himself. Yet I have not introduced 
the words just quoted into our text, because they are, as we shall see 
presently, notoriously contrary to fact. 

Note 2. — The same MS. has here a passage which I am unable to 
understand. After the words “ 30 P lbs. and more,” it goes on : “ Et la 
veoit Ten voler moult loing, desquelles pierres il en y avoit plus de lx 
routes qui tant montoH Vune conime lautrel* The Bern has the same. 

Note 3. — I propose here to enter into some detailed explanation 
regarding the military engines that were in use in the Middle Ages.! 


* And to the Bern MS. which seems fo be a copy of it, as is also I think (in 
substance) the Bodleian. 

f In this note I am particularly indebted to the Emperor Napoleon’s researches 
on this subject. 
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None of these depended for their motive force on torsion like the chief 
engines used in classic times. However numerous the names applied 
to them, with reference to minor variations in construction or differences 
in power, they may all be reduced to two classes, viz. great slings ami 
great crossbows. And this is equally true of all the three great branches 
of medieval civilization — European, Saracenic, and Chinese. To the 
first class belonged the Trebuchet and Mangonel/ to the second the 
Wmc/i‘Arblast (Arbalete k Tour), Springold, &c. 

Whatever the ancient Batista may have been, the word in medieval 
Latin seems always to mean some kind of crossbow. The heavier 
crossbows were wound up by various aids, such as winches, ratchets, &c. 
They discharged stone shot, leaden bullets, and short square arrows 
called quarrelsy and these with such force we are told as*to pierce a 
six-inch post But they were worked so slowly in the field that they 
were no match for the long-bow, which shot five or six times to their 
once. The great machines of this kind were made of wood, of steel, 
and very frequently of hom j* and the bow was sometimes more than 
30 feet in length. Dufour calculates that such a machine could shoot 
an arrow of half a kilogram in weight to a distance of about 860 yards. 

The Trebuchet consisted of a long tapering shaft or beam, pivoted at 
a short distance from the butt end on a pair of strong pyramidal trestles. 
At the other end of the .shaft a sling was applied, one cord of which was 
firmly attached by a ring, whilst the other hung in a loop over an iron 
hook which formed the extremity of the shaft. The power employed to 
discharge the sling was either the strength of a number of men, applied 
to ropes which were attached to the short end of the shaft or lever, or 
the weight of a heavy counterpoise hung from the same, and suddenly 
released. 

Supposing the latter force to be employed, the long end of the 
shaft was drawn down by a windlass ; the sling >vas laid forward in 
a wooden trough provided for it, and charged with the shot. The coun- 
terpoise was of course now aloft, and was so maintained by a detent 
provided with a trigger. On pulling this the counterpoise falls and the 
shaft flies upwards drawing the sling. When a certain point is reached 
the loop end of the sling releases itself from the hook and the sling flies 
abroad whilst the shot is projected in its parabolic flightf To secure 
the most favourable result the shot should have acquired its maximum 
velocity, and should escape, at an angle of about 45°. The attainment 
of this required certain proportions between the different dimensions of 


* Thus Joinville mentions the journey of Jehan li Ermin the king’s artillerist, from 
Acre to Damascus, pour acheter comes et glus pour faire arbalestres — to buy horns and 
glue to make crossbows withal (p. 134). 

t The construction is best seen in Figs, 17 and 19. Figs, i, 2, 3, 4, 5 in the cut 
are from Chinese sources ; Figs 6, 7, 8 from Arabic works ; the rest from European 
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the machine and the weight of tlie shot, for which doubtless traditional 
rules of thumb existed among the medieval engineers. 

The ordihary shot consisted of stones carefully rounded. But for 
these were substituted on occasion rough stones with fuses attached,* 
pieces of red-hot iron, pots of fused metal, or casks full of Greek fire or 
of foul matter to corrupt the air of the besieged place. Thus carrion 
was shot into Negropont from such engines by Mahomed II. The Car- 
dinal Octavian besieging Modena in 1249, slings a dead ass into the 
town. Froissart several times mentions such measures, as at the siege 
of Thin I’Eveque on the Scheldt in 1340, when “the besiegers by their 
engines flung dead horses and other carrion into the castle to poison 
the garrison by their smell.” In at least one instance the same author 
tells how a living man, an unlucky messenger from the Castle of 
Auberoche, was caught by the besiegers, thrust into the sling with the 
letters that he bore hung round his heck, and shot into Auberoche, 
where he feU dead among his horrified comrades. And Lipsius quotes 
from a Spanish Chronicle the story of a virtuous youth Pelagius, who by 
order of the Tyrant Abderramin’was shot across the Guadalquivir, but 
lighted unharmed upon the rocks beyond. Ramon de Muntaner relates 
how King James of Aragon besieging Majorca in 1228, vowed vengeance 
against the Saracen King because he shot Christian prisoners into the 
besiegers’ camp with his trebuchets (p. 223-4). We have mentioned 
one kind of corruption propagated by these engines; the historian 
Wassdf tells of another. When the garrison of Delhi refused to open 
the gates to Ald’uddin Khilji after the murder of his uncle Firuz (1296), 
he loaded his mangonels with bags of gold and*shot them into the fort, 
a measure which put an end to the opposition. 

Some old drawings represent the shaft as discharging the shot from a 
kind of spoon at its extremity, without the aiefof a sling fig. 13), 
but it may be doubted if this was actually used, for the sling was essential 
to the efficiency of the engine. The experiments and calculations of 
Dufour show that wichout the sling, other things remaining the same, the 
range of the shot would be reduced by more than a half. 

In some of these engines the counterpoise, consisting of a timber case 
filled with stones, sand, or the like, was permanently fixed to the butt-end 
of the shaft. This seems to have been the Trebuchet proper. In others 
the counterpoise hung free on a pivot from the yard ; whilst a third kind 
(as in fig. 17) combined both arrangements. The first kind shot most 
steadily and truly ; the second with more force. 

Those machines in which the force of men pulling cords took the 
j)lace of the counterpoise could not discharge such weighty shot, but 
they could be worked more rapidly, and no doubt could be made of lighter 
scantling. Mr. Hewitt points out the curious resemblance between this 

* Christine de Pisan says that when keeping up a discharge by night lighted 
brands should be irttached to the stones in order to observe and correct the practice. 
{Livrf i/cs /at/s, &c,, dtt sage Roy Charles, Pt. II. ch. xxiv.) 
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kind of Trebuchet and the apparatus used on the Thames to raise the 
cargo from the hold of a collier. 

The Emperor Napoleon: deduces from certain passages in medieval 
writers that the Mangonel was similar to the Trebuchet, but of lighter 
structure and power. But often certainly the term Mangonel seems 
to be used generically for all machines of this class. Marino Sanuto 
uses no word but Machina, which he appears to employ as the Latin 
equivalent of Mangonel, whilst the machine which he describes appears 
to be a Trebuchet with moveable counterpoise. The history of the 
word appears to be the following. The Greek word //dyyavov, “ a piece 
of witchcraft ” came to signify a juggler’s trick, an unexpected contrivance 
(in modern slang “ a jim ”), and so specially a military engine. It seems 
to have reached this specific meaning by the time of Hero the Younger, 
who is believed to have written, in the first half of the 7 th century. From 
the form ftayyavucov the' Orientals got Manganik and Manjdnik^ whilst 
the Franks adopted Mangona and Mangonella, Hence the verbs man- 
ganare and amanganate^ to batter and crush with such engines, and 
eventually our verb “ to mangle.” Again, when the use of gunpowder 
rendered these warlike engines obsolete, perhaps their ponderous coun- 
terweights were utilizeef in the peaceful arts of the laundry, and hence 
gave us our substantive " the Mangle ” (It. Mangano) ! 

The Emperor Napoleon wh^ 'Prince President caused some interest- 
ing experiments in the matter of medieval artillery to be carried out at 
Vincennes, and a full-sized trebuchet was constructed there. With a 
shaft of 33 ft. 9 in. in length, having a permanent counterweight of 
3300 lbs. and a pivoted counterweight of 6600 lbs. more, the utmost 
effect attained was the discharge of an iron 24-kilo, shot to a range of 
1 91 yds., whilst a 12^-in. shell, filled with earth, ranged to 13 1 yds. 
The machine suffered greatly at each discharge, and it was impracti- 
cable to increase the counterpoise to 8000 kilos, or 17,600 lbs. as the 
Prince desired. It was evident that the machine was not of sufficiently 
massive structure. But the officers in charge satisfied themselves that, 
with practice in such constructions and the use of very massive timber, 
even the exceptional feats recorded of medieval engineers might be 
realized. 

Such a case is that cited by Quatrembre from an Oriental author of 
the discharge of stones weighing . 400 mans, certainly not less than 
800 lbs. and possibly much more ; or that of the Men of Bern, who are 
reported, when besieging Nidau in 1388, to have employed trebuchets 
which shot daily into the town upwards of 200 blocks weighing 12 cwt. 
apiece. f tftella relates that the Genoese armament sent against Cyprus 

* Professor Sprenger informs me that the first mention of the Manjanik in Ma- 
homedan history is at the siege of Tayif by Mahomed himself, A.D. 630 (and see 
Spren^i^ef^s Mohammed [German], III. 330). 

t Dufour mentions that stone shot of the medieval engines exist at Zurich, of 
twenty and twenty-two inches diameter. The largest of these Would however scarcely 
exceed 500 lbs. in weight. 
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in 1373, among other great machines had one called Troja {Truial)^ 
which cast stones of 12 to 18 hundredweight; and when the Venetians were 
hepieging the revolted city of Zara in 1346, theif Engineer, Master Fran- 
vc^q^^^delle Barche, shot into the city stones of 3000 lbs* weight,* In 
case the unlucky Engineer was “hoist with his own petard/^ for iyhile 
he stood adjusting one of his engines, it went off, and §hot him into the 
town. 

With reference to such cases the Emperor calculates that a stone of 
3000 lbs. weight might be shot 77 yds. with a counterpoise of 36,000 lbs. 
weight, and a shaft 65 ft. long. The counterpoise, composed of stone 
shot of 55 lbs. each, might be contained in a cubical case of about 5^ ft. 
to the side. The machine would be preposterous, but there is nothing 
impossible about it. Indeed in the Album of Villard de Honnecourt, an 
architect of the 13th century, which was published at Paris in 1858, in 
the notes accompanying a plan of a trebuchet (from which Prof. Willis 
restored the machine as it is shown in our fig. 19), the artist remarks: 
“ It is a great job to heave down the beam, for the counterpoise is very 
heavy. For it consists of a chest full of earth which is 2 great toises in 
length, and 8 ft. in breadth, 12 ft. in depth” 1 ([). 203.) 

Such calculations enable us to understand flie enormous quantities 
of material said to have been used in some of the larger medieval 
machine.s. Thus Abulfeda speaks of one used at the final capture of 
Acre, which was intrusted to the troops of Hamath, and which formed a 
load for 1 00 carts, of which one was in charge of the historian himself. 
I'he romance of Richard Coeur de Lion tells how in the King^s Fleet 
an entire ship was taken up by one such machine with its gear : — 

“ Another schyp was laden yet 
With an engync hyghtc Kobinet, 

(It was Richard ys o mangonel) 

And all the takyl that theretcT fel.” 

Twenty-four machines, captured from the Stiracens by St. I.ewis in his 
first x>artial success on the Nile, afforded material for stockading his 
whole camp. A great machine which cumbered the Tower of St. Paul 
at Orleans, and was dismantled previous to the celebrated defence 
against the English, furnished 26 cart-loads of timber. {Abulf, Ann. 
Muslem, V. 95-97 ; Weber ^ II. 56 ; MichePs JoinviUcy App. p. 278 ; 
Jollois, H. dll Sitge d' Orleans, 1833, p. 12.) 

The number of such engines employed was sometimes very great. 
We have seen that St Lewis captured 24 at once, and these had been 
employed in the field. Villchardouin says that the fleet %hich went 
from Venice to the attack of Constantinople carriedc^more than 300 
perriers and mangonels, besides quantities of other engines required for 
a siege (ch. xxxviii.). At the siege of Acre in 1291, just referred to, the 


* Ceorg. Stellae Ann. in Mitratori, XVII. 1105 ; and Darn, Bk. viii. § 12. 
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Saracens according to Makrizi self 92 engines in battery against the 
city, whilst Abulfaraj says 300. The larger ones are said to have shot 
stones of “a kantar mid even more.” {Makrizi^ III. 125; Reinaud^ 
Chroniques Arabes^ 6-^., p. 570.) • 

How heavy a mangimade was sometimes kept up may be understood 
from the account of die operations, on the Nile; already allud^ to. The 
King was trying to run a dam across a branch of the River^ and had 
protected the head of his work by “cat-castles” or towers of timber 
occupied by archers, and these again supported by trebuchets, &c. in 
battery. “And,” says Jean Pierre Sarrasin the King’s Chamberlain, 
“ when the Saracens saw what was going on, they planted a great number 
of engines against ours, and to destroy our towers and our causeway they 
shot such vast quantities of stones, great and small, that all men stood 
amazed. They slung stones, and discharged arrows, and shot quarrels 
from winch-arblasts, and pelted us with Turkish darts and Greek fire, 
and kept up such a harassment of every kind against our engines and 
our men working at the causeway, that it was horrid either to see or to 
hear. Stones, darts, arrows, quarrels, and Greek fire came down on 
them like rain.” 

The Emperor Napoleon observes that the direct or grazing fire of 
the great arblasts may be compared to that of guns in more modern war, 
whilst the mangonels represent mortar-fire. And this vertical fire was 
by no means contemptible, at least against buildings of ordinary con- 
struction. At the sieges of Thin I’Ev^ciue in 1340, and Aubcroche in 
1344, already cited, Froissart says the French cast stones in night and 
day so as in a few days to demolish all the roofs of the towers, and none 
within durst venture out of the vaulted basement. 

The Emperor’s experiments showed that these machines were capable 
of surprisingly accurate direction. And the medieval histories present 
some remarkable feats of this kind. Thus, in the attack of Mortagne 
by the men of Hainault and Valenciennes (1340), the latter had an 
engine which was a great annoyance to the garrison ; there was a clever 
engineer in the garrison who set up another machine against it, and 
adjusted it so well that the first shot fell within 1 2 paces of the enemy’s 
engine, the second fell near the box, and the third struck the shaft and 
split it in two. 

Already in the first half of the 13th century, a French poet (quoted 
by Weber) looks forward with disgust to the supersession of the feats of 
chivalry by more mechanical methods of war : — 

“ Chevaliers sont esperdus, 

Cil out auqucs Icur tens pcrdus ; 

^ Arljalestier et mineor 

Kt perricr et engigneor 
Scront dorcnavant plus chier.*’ 

When Ghazan Khan was about to besiege the castle of Damascus in 
1300, so much importance was attached to this art that whilst his 
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Engineer, a man of reputation therein, was engaged in preparing the 
machines, the Governor of the castle offered a reward of looo dinars for 
that personage’s head. And one of the garrisqn was daring enough to 
enter the Mongol camp, stab the Engineer, and carry back his head into 
; lOie castle 1 

' ^ Marino Sanuto, about the same time, speaks of the range of • 
engines with a prophetic sense of the importance of artillery in war 

On this object (length of range) the engineers and experts of the 
army should employ their very sharpest wts. For if the shot of one 
army, whether engine-stones or pointed projectiles, have a longer range 
than the shot of the enemy, rest assured that the side whose artillery 
hath the longest range will have a vast advantage in action. Plainly, if 
the Christian shot can take effect on the Pagan forces, whilst the Pagan 
shot cannot reach the Christian forces, it may be safely asserted that the 
Christians will continually gain ground from the enemy, or in other words 
they will win the battle.” 

The importance of these machines in war, and the efforts made to 
render them more effective went on augmenting till the introduction of 
the still more “villanous saltpetre,” even then however coming to no 
sudden halt. Several of the instances that we have cited of machines of 
extraordinary power belong to a time when the use of cannon had made 
some progress. The old engines were employed by Timur ; in the wars 
of the Hussites as late as 1422 ; and, as we have seen, up to the middle 
of that century by Mahomed II. 

{Etudes sur le Passe et r Avenir de r Artilleries par Z. N, BonapartCs 
&c., tom. II. ; Marino SanutOy Bk. II.. Pt. 4, ch. xxi. and xxii. ; Kingtotis 
Fred, IJ., II. 488 ; Froissart^ I. 69, 8t, 182 ; Elliots HI. 41, &c. ; 
Hewitt’s Ancient Armours I. 350; PertZs Scriptoress XVIII. 420, 751; 
Q, R, 135-7 \ Webers i Hammers Ilch, II. 95.) 

Note 4. — Very like thiS is what the Romance of Coeur de Lion tells 
of the effects of Sir Fulke Doyley’s mangonels on the Saracens of 
Ebedy : — 

“ Sir Fouke brought good engynes 
Swylke knew but fewe Sarazynes — 

41 « 

A prys tour stood ovyr the Gate ; 

He bent his engyneS and threw thereate 
A great stone that harde droff, 

That the Tour al to roff 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

And slough the folk that therinne stood ; 

The other dedde and wer nygh wood, 

And sayde it was the devylys dent,” &c. — Webers II. 172. 

t 

Note 5 . — This chapter is one of the most perplexing in the whole 
book, owing to the chronological difficulties involved. 

Saianfu is SiANGYANG-FU, Upon the River Han, in the west of 
Honan (now in Hup^), and commanding one of the great military 
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approaches to South China, viz., that'from Shensi. The name given to 
the city by Polo is precisely that which it bears in Rashiduddin, and 
there is no room for doybt as to its identity. 

The Chinese historians relate that Kublai was strongly advised to 
make the capture of Siangyang and Fanching, the city which stood on 
the other side of the Han, a preliminary to his intended attack upon the 
Sung. The siege was undertaken in the latter part of 1268 ^ and it held 
out till the spring of 1273. Nor did Kublai apparently prosecute any 
other operations against the Sung during that long interval. 

Now Polo represents that the long siege of Saianfu, instead of being 
a prologue to the subjugation of Manzi, was the protracted epilogue of 
that enterprize ; and he also represents the fall of the place as caused by 
advice and assistance rendered by his father, his uncle, and himself, a 
circumstance consistent only with the siege’s having really been such an 
epilogue to the war. For, according to the narrative as it stands in all 
the texts, the Polos could not have reached the Court of Kublai before 
the end of 1274, i,e. a year and a half after the fall of Siangyang as 
represented in the Chinese histories. 

The difficulty is not removed, nor, it appears to me, abated in any 
degree, by omitting the name of Marco as one of the agents in this 
affair, an omission which occurs both in Pauthier’s MS. B and in Ra- 
musio. Pauthier suggests that the father and uncle may have given the 
advice and assistance in question when on their first visit to the Kaan, 
and when the siege of Siangyang was first contemplated. But this 
would be quite inconsistent with the assertion that the place had held 
out three years longei than the rest of Manzi, as well as with the idea 
that their aid had abridged the duration of the siege, and in fact with the 
spirit of the whole story. 

It is certainly very difficult in this case to justify Marco’s veracity, 
but I am very unwilling to believe that there was no justification in 
the facts. 

It is a very curious circumstance that the historian Wassaf also 
appears to represent Saianfu (see note 5, chap. Ixv.) as holding out after 
all the rest of Manzi had been conquered. Yet the Chinese annals are 
systematic, minute, and conseciuent, and it seems impossible to attribute 
to them such a misplacement of an event which they represent as the 
key to the conquest of Southern China. 

In comparing Marco’s story with that of the Chinese, we find the 
same coincidence in prominent features, accompanying a discrepancy in 
details, that we have had occasion to notice in. other cases where his 
narrative intersects history. The Chinese account runs as follows : — 

In 1271, after Siangyang and Fanching had held out already nearly 
three years, an Uighur General serving at the siege, whose name was 
Alihaiya, urged the Emperor to send to the West for engineers expert at 
the construction and working of machines casting stones of 150 lbs. 
weight With such aid he assured Kublai the place would speedily be 
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taken. Kubiai sent to his nephew Abaka in Persia for such engineers, 
■ and two were accordingly sent post to China, Aiawathig of Mufali and 
his pupil Ysemain of Huli or Hiulie (probably ^la'tiddin of Miafarahiin 
and Ismael oiHeri OT Herat). Kubiai on their arrival gave them mili- 
tary rank. They exhibited their skill before the Emperor at Tatu, and 
in the latter part of 1272 they reached the camp before Siangyang, and 
set up their engines. Tlie noise made by the machines, and the crash 
of the shot as it broke through everything in its fall, caused great alarm 
in the garrison. Fanching was first taken by assault, and some weeks 
later Siangyang surrendered. 

The shot used on this occasion weighed 125 Chinese pounds (if 
catties^ then equal to about 166 lbs. avoird,)^ and penetrated 7 or 8 feet 
into the earth. 

Rashiduddin also mentions the siege of Siangyang, as we learn from 
D’Ohsson. He states that as there were in China none of the Man* 
janiks or Mangonels called Kumga^ the Kaan caused a certain engineer 
to be sent for from Damascus or Balbek, and the three sons of this 
person, Abubakr, Ibrahim, and Mahomed, with their workmen, con- 
structed seven great Manjanfks which were employed against Sayanfu, 
a frontier fortress and bulwark of Manzi. 

We thus see that three different notices of the Siege of Siangyang, 
Chinese, Persian and Venetian, all concur as to the employment of 
foreign engineers from the West, but all differ as to the individuals. 

We have seen that one of the MSS. makes Polo assert that till this 
event the Mongols and Chinese were totally ignorant of mangonels and 
trebuchets. This however is quite untrue, and' it is not very easy to 
reconcile even the statement, implied in all versions of the story, that 
mangonels of considerable power were unknown in the far East, with 
other circumstances related in Mongol history. 

The Persian History called Tabakdtd-Ndsiri speaks of Aikah Nowin 
the Manjaniki Khds or Engineer-in-Chief to Chinghiz Khan, and his 
corps of ten thousand Manjanikis or Mangonellers. The Chinese his- 
tories used by Gaubil also speak of these artillery-battalions of Chinghiz. 
At the siege of Kaifungfu on the Hoang-Ho, the latest capital of the Kin 
Emperors, in 1232, the Mongol General Subutai threw from his engines 
great quarters of millstones which smashed the battlements and watch- 
towers on the ramparts, and even the great timbers of houses in the city. 
In 1236 we find the Chinese garrison of Chincheu (I-chin-hien on the 
Great Kiang near the Great Canal) repelling the Mongol attack, partly 
by means of their stonjs shot. When Hulaku was about to march against 
Persia (1253) his brother the Great Kaan Mangu sent to Cathay to fetch 
thence 1000 families of Mangonellers, naphtha-shooters, and arblasteers. 
Some of the Crossbows used by these latter had a range, '^we are told, of 
2500 paces! European History bears some similar evidence. One of 
the Tartar characteristics reported by a fugitive Russian archbishop in 
Matt. Paris (p. 570 under 1244) is : “ Machinas habent miiltiplices^ recte 
etfortiter jacientes” 
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It is evident therefore that, the Mongols and Chinese had engiiies 
of war, but that they were deficient in some advantage possessed by 
those of the Western Rations. Rashiduddin’s expression as to their 
having no Kiimgha Mangonels, seems to be unexplained. Is it perhaps 
an error for Kardbughd, th^ name given by the Turks and Arabs to a 
kind of great mangonel ? This was known also in Europe as Carabaga, 
Calabra, &c. It is mentioned under the former name by Marino Sanuto, 
and under the latter^, with other quaintly-named engines, by William 
of Tudela, as used by Simon de Montfort the Elder against the Albi- 
genses : — 

** E dressa sos Calabres^ et foi Mai Vezina 
£ sas autras pereiras, e Dona^ e Reina ; 

Fessia les autz murs e la sala peirina.”'*' 

, (“ He set up his Caldbers, and likewise his Ill-Neighbours^ 

* With many a more machine, this the Lady, that the Queen, 

And breached the lofly walls, and smashed the stately Halls.’’) 

Now in looking at the Chinese representations of their ancient man- 
gonels, which are evidently genuine, and of which I have given some 
specimens (figs, i, 2, 3), I see none worked by the counterpoise ; all 
(and there are 6 or 7 different representations in the work from which 
these are taken) are shown as worked by man-ropes. Hence probably 
the improvement brought from the West was essentially the use of the 
counterpoised lever. And after I had come to this conclusion I found 
it to be the view of Captain Favd (see JDu Feu Grtgeois, by MM. Rei- 
naud and Fav^, p. 193); 

It is worthy of note that in the campaigns of Alaudin Khilji and his 
generals in the Deccan, circa 1300, frequent mention is made of the 
Western Manjaniks and their great power (see Elliot, III. 75, 78, &c.). 

Before quitting this subject I will quote a curious passage from the 
History of the Sung Dynasty contributed to th \5 French work just quoted 
by M. Stanislas Julien: “In the 9th year of the period Hien-shun (a.d. 
1273) frontier cities had fallen into the hands of the enemy (Tartars). 
The Pao (or engines for shooting) of the Hwei-Hwei (Mahomedans) were 
imitated, but in imitating them very ingenious improvements were intro- 
duced, and Pao of a different and very superior kind were constructed. 
Moreover an extraordinary method was invented of neutralizing the 
effects of the enemy’s Pao, Ropes were made of rice-straw 4 inches 
thick, and 34 feet in length. Twenty such ropes were joined, applied to 
the tops of buildings, and covered with clay. In this manner the fire- 
arrows, firc-pao, and even the Pao casting stones of 100 lbs. weight, could 
cause no damage to the towers or houses ” (/A 1 96 ; also for previous 
parts of this not?, Visdelou, 188; Gaubil, 34, 155 seqq, anil 70; Demailla, 
329; Pauthier in loco and Introduction; jyOhsson, II. 35, and 391; 
Note by Mr. Edward Thomas; Q, Rashid, p. 132, 136). 


* Shaw, Dr€s;ics and Decorations of the Middle dges, vol. i. No. 21. 
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Siangyang has been twice visited by Mr. A. Wylie. Just before his 
first visit (I believe in 1866) a discovery had been made in the city 
•of a quantity of treasure buried at the time qf the siege. One of the 
local officers gave Mr. Wylie one of the copper coins, not indeed in 
itself of any great rarity, but worth engraving here on account of its 
connexion with the Siege commemorated in the text ; and a little on tlie 
principle of Smith the Weaver's evidence ; — “ the bricks are alive at this 
day to testify of it ; therefore deny it not." 



Coin from a treasure hidden at Siang-yang during the siege in 1368*73, lately discovered. 


CHAPTER LXXI. 

Concerning the City of Sinju and the Great River Kian. 

You must know that when you leave, the city of Yanju, 
after going 15 miles south-east, you come to a city called 
SiNju, of no great size, but possessing a very great amount 
of shipping and tra'^k. The people are Idolaters and subject 
to the Great Kaan, and use paper-money.* 

And you must know that this city stands on the greatest 
river in the world, the name of which is Kian. It is- in 
some places ten miles wide, in others eight, in others six, 
and it is more than 100 days’ journey in length from one 
end to the other. This it is that brings so much trade 
to the city we are speaking of ; for on the waters of that 
river merchandize is perpetually coming and going, from 
and to the various parts of the world, enriching the city, 
and bringing a great revenue to the Great K^n. 

And I assure you this river flows so far and traverses so 
many countries and cities that in good sooth there pass 
and repass bn its waters a greater number of vessels, and 



Chap. LXXI. 


THE GREAT RIVER KIAN. 


133 


more wealth and merchandize than on all the rivers and all 
the seas of Christendom put together I It seems indeed 
more like a Sea than* a River.* Messer Marco Polo said 
that he once beheld at that city 15,000 vessels at one time. 
And you may judge, if this city, of no great size, has such 
a number, how many must there be altogether, considering 
that on the banks ‘of this river there are more than sixteen 
provinces and more than aoo great cities, besides towns and 
villages, all possessing vessels ? 

Messer Marco Polo aforesud tells us that he heard 
from the officer employed to collect the Great Kaan’s 
duties on this river that there passed up stream 200,000 
vessels in the year, without counting those that passed 
down ! [Indeed as it has a course of such great length, 
and receives so many other navigable rivers, it is no wonder 
that the merchandize which is borne on it is of vast amount 
and value. And the article in largest quantity of all is 
salt, which is carried by this river and its branches to all 
the cities on their banks, and thence to the other cities in 
the interior.*] 

• The vessels which ply on this river are decked. They 
have but one mast, but they are of great burthen, for I can 
assure you they carry (reckoning by our weight) from 4000 
up to 12,000 cantars each.”* 

Now we will quit this matter and I will tell you of 
another city called Caiju. But first I must mention a 
point I had forgotten. You must know that the vessels 
on this river, in going up stream have to be tracked, for 
the current is so strong that they could not make head 
in any other manner. Now the tow-line, which is some 
300 paces in length, is made of nothing but cane. ’Tis 
in this way: they have canes of some fifteen paces in 
length ; these, they take and split from end to end [into 
many slender strips], and then they twist these strips 
together so as to make a rope of any length they please. 
And the ropes so made are stronger than if they were made 
of hemp.* 
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[There are at many places on this river hills and rocky 
eminences on which idol-monasteries and other edifices are 
built ; and you find on its shores a 'constant succession of 
villages and inhabited places.*^] 


Note 1. — The traveller’s diversion from his direct course — sceloc 
or south-east, as he regards it — towards Fokien, in order to notice 
Nganking (as we have supposed) and Siangyang, has sadly thrown out 
both the old translators and transcribers and the modern commentators. 
Though the G. Text has here “ quant fen se part de la cite de Angui,” 
I cannot doubt that langui (Yanju) is the reading intended, and that 
Polo here comes back to the main line of his journey. 

I have little doubt that ^inju is the city which was then called 
Chin-chau, but now I-chin-hien,* and which stands on the Kiang as 
near as may be 15 miles from Yangchau. It is indeed south-west 
instead of south-east, but those who have noted the style of Polo’s 
orientation will not attach much importance to this. I-chin-hien is still 
the great port of the Yangchau salt manufacture, for export by the Kiang 
and its branches to the interior provinces. It communicates with the 
Grand Canal by two branch canals. Admiral Collinson in 1842 remarked 
the great numbers of vessels lying in the creek off Ichin (see note 1 to 
chap. Ixviii. above; and J, R, G, S, XVII. 139). 

Note 2 . — The river is of course the GreaU Kiang or Yangtse-Kiang 
(already spoken of in chapter xliv. as the Kiansui), which Polo was 
justified in calling the greatest river in the world, whilst the New World 
was yet hidden. The breadth seems to be a good deal exaggerated, the 
length not at all. His expressions about it were perhaps accompanied 
by a mental reference to the term Dalai, “ The Sea,” which the Mongols 
appear to have given the river (see Fr. Odoric, p. 121). The Chinese 
have a popular saying “ Hdi vu ping, Kiang vu ti, “ Boundless is the 
Ocean, bottomless the Kiang ! ” 

Note 3 . — “ The assertion that there is a greater amount of tonnage 
belonging to the Chinese than to all other nations combined, does not 
appear overcharged to those who have seen the swarms of boats on 
their rivers, though it might not be found strictly true.” (Mid, Kingd, 
II. 398.) Barrow’s picture of the life, traffic, and population on the 
Kiang, excepting as to sj^ecific numbers, quite bears out Marco’s ac- 
count. This part of China suffered so long from the wars of the 
Taiping rebellion that to recent travellers it has presented an aspect 
sadly belying its old fame. Now again, however, prosperity is reviving, 
and European navigation is beginning to make an important figure o# 


See Gattbil, p. 93, note 4, and Biot, p. 275. 
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the Kiang. At present (May, 1869) four steamers of 1200 tons ply 
weekly either way between Shanghai and Hankau. 

Note 4. — 12,000 cantars would be more* than 500 tons, and I do 
not know if this can be justified by the burthen of Chinese vessels on the 
river, though we see it is more than doubled by that of British and 
American steamers. In the passage referred to under note 1, Admiral 
Collinson speaks of the salt-junks at Ichin as “ very remarkable, being 
built nearly in the form of a crescent, the stern rising in some of them 
nearly 30 feet and the prow 20, whilst the mast is 90 feet high.” These 
dimensions imply large capacity. Oliphant speaks of the old rice-junks 

for the canal traffic as transporting 200 and 300 tons (I. 197). 

# 

Note 5. — The tow-line in river-boats is usually made (as here de- 
scribed) of shavings or strips of bamboo twis^pd. Hawsers are also 
made of bamboo. Ramusio in this passage says the boats are tracked 
by horses, 10 or 12 to each vessel. 1 do not find this mentioned any- 
where else. 

Note 6 . — Such eminences as are here alluded to are the Little 
Orphan Rock, Silver Island, and Golden Island, which is mentioned in 
the following chapter. We give on the preceding page illustrations of 
those three picturesque islands; the Orphan Rock at the top, Golden 
Island in the middle, Silver Island below. 


CHAPTER LXXII. 

Concerning the City of Caiju. 

Caiju is a small city towards the south-east. The people 
are subject to the Great Kaan and have paper-money. It 
stands upon the river before mentioned.* At this place are 
collected great quantities of corn and rice to be transported 
to the great city of Cambaluc for the use of the Kaan’s 
Qourt ; for the grain for the Court all comes from this part 
of the country. You must understand that the Emperor 
hath caused a water-communication to be made from this 
city to Cambaluc, in the shape of a wide and .deep channel 
dug between stream and stream, between lake and lake, 
forming as it were a great river on which large vessels 
can ply. And thus there is a comrrfUnication all the 
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way from this city of Caiju to Cambaluc; so that great 
vessels with their loads can go the whole way. A land 
road also exists, foi* the earth dug from those channels 
has been thrown up so as to form an embanked road on 
cither side.* 

Just opposite to the city of Caiju, in the middle of the 
River, there stands a rocky island on which there is an 
idol-monastery containing some aoo idolatrous friars, and 
a vast number of idols. And this Abbey holds supremacy 
over a number of other idol-monasteries, just like an arch- 
bishop’s see among Christians.’ 

Now we will leave this and cross the river, and I will 
tell you of a city called Chinghianfu. 


Note 1 . — No place in Polo’s travels is better identified by his local 
indications than this. It is on the Kiang ; it is at the extremity of the 
Great Canal from Cambaluc; it is opposite the Golden Island and 
Chinkiangfu. Hence it is Kwachau, as Murray pointed out Marsden 
here misunderstands his text, and puts the place on the south side of the 
Kiang. 

Here Van Braam notices that there passed in the course of the day 
more than 50 great rice-boats, most of which could easily carry more 
than 300,000 lbs. of rice. And Mr. Alabaster in 1868 speaks of the 

canal from Yangchau to Kwachau as “ full of junks.” 

• 

Note 2. — Rashiduddin gives the following account of the Grand 
Canal, spoken of in this passage. The river of Khanbalig had, he says, 
“ in the course of time become so shallow as not to admit the entrance 
of shipping, so that they had to discharge their cargoes and send them 
up to Khanbalig on pack-cattle. And the Chinese engineers and men 
of science having reported that the vessels from the provinces of Cathay, 
from Machin, and from the cities, of Khingsai and Zaitiin, could no 
longer reach the court, the Kaan gave them orders to dig a great canal, 
into which the waters of the said river, and of several others, should be 
introduced. This canal extends for a distance of 40 days* navigation^ 
from Khanbalig to Khingsai, and 2^it\ln, the ports frequented by the 
ships that come from India, and from the city of Machin (Canton). 
The Canal is provided with many sluices .... and when vessels arrive 
at these sluices they are hoisted up by means of machinery, whatever be 
their size, and let down on the other side into the water. The canal has 
a width of more than* 30 ells. Kublai caused the sides of the embank- 
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merits to be revetted with stone, in order to prevent the earth giving 
way. Along the side of the Canal runs the high road to Machin, 
extending for a space of 40 days’ journey, and this has been paved 
throughout, so that travellers and their animals may get along during 

the rainy season without sinking in the mud Shops, taverns, and 

villages line the road on both sides, so that dwelling succeeds dwelling 
without intermission throughout the whole space of 40 days’ journey.” 
{Cathay, 259-60). 

The canal appears to have been completed m 1289, though large 
portions were in use earlier. Its chief object was to provide the capital 
with food. Pauthier gives the statistics of the transport of rice by this 
canal from 1283 to the end of Kublai’s reign, and for some subsequent 
years up to 1329. In the latter year the quantity reached 3,522,163 shi 
or 1,247,633 quarters. As the supplies of rice for the capital and for 
the troops in the Northern Provinces always continued to be drawn 
from Kiangnan, the distress and derangement caused by the recent rebel 
occupation of that province must have been enormous. {Pauthier, p. 
481-2 j Demailla, p. 439.) 

Note 3. — “ On the Kiang, not fajr from the mouth, is that remark- 
ably beautiful little island called the * Golden Isle,’ surmounted by 
numerous temples inhabited by the votaries of Buddha or Fo, and very 
correctly described so many centuries since by Marco Polo ” {Davis's 
Chinese, I. 149). The monastery, according to Pauthier, was founded 
in the 3rd or 4th century, but the name Kin-Shan, or “ Golden Isle,’* 
dates only from a visit of the Pmiperor Kang-hi in 1684. 

The monastery contained one of the most famous Buddhist libraries 
in China. This was in the hands of our troops during the first China 
war, and as it was intended to remove the books there was no haste 
made in examining their contents. Meanwhile peace came, and the 
library was restored. It is a pity now that the Jus belli had not been 
exercised promptly, for the whole establishment was destroyed by the 
laipings in i860, and with the exception of the Pagoda at the top of 
the hill, which was left in a dilapidated state, not one stone of the’ 
buildings remained upon another. The rock had also then ceased to 
be an island ; and the site of what not many years before had been 
a channel with four fathoms of water, separating it from the southern 
shore, was covered by flourishing cabbage-gardens. {Gutzlaffin J. R, 
A, S, XII. 87 ; Mill. KingiL I. 84, 86 ; Oliphants Narrative, II. 301 ; 
N and Q. Ck, and Jap, No. 5, p. 58.) 
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CHAPTER LXXIII. 

Of the City of Chinghianfu. 

Chinghianpu is a city of Manzi. The people are Idolaters 
and subject to the Great Kaan, and have paper-money, and 
live by handicrafts and trade. They have plenty of silk, 
from which they make sundry kinds of stuffs of silk and 
gold, There are great and wealthy merchants in the place ; 
plenty of game is to be had, and of all kinds of victual. 

There are in this city two churches of Nestorian Chris- 
tians which were established in the year of our Lord 1278 ; 
and - 1 will tell you how that happened. You see, in the 
year just named, the Great Kaan sent a Baron of his whose 
name was Mar Sarghis, a Nestorian Christian, to be 
governor of this city for three years. And during the 
three years that he abodS there he caused these two Chris- 
tian churches to be built, and since then there they are. 
But before his time there was no church, neither were 
there any Christians.' 
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Note 1. — Chinkiangfu retains its name unchanged. It is one 
which became well known in the war of 1842. On its capture on the 
2 1 St July in that year, the heroic Manchu commandant seated himself 
among his records and then set fire to the building, making it his 
funeral pyre. The city was totally destroyed in the Taiping wars, but 
ia rapidly recovering its position as a place of native commerce. 

Mar Sardis (or Dominus Sergius) appears to have been a common 
name among Armenian and other Oriental Christians. As Pnuthier 
mentions^is very name is one of the names of Nestorian priests in^ 
scribed in Syriac on the celebrated monument of Singanfu. 

From this second mention of three years as a term of government, 
we may gather that this was the usual period for the tenure of such 
office, (hiid. Kingd. L 86 ; Cathay^ p. xciii.) 


CHAPTER LXXIV. 

Of the City of Chinoinju and the Slaughter of certain 
Alans THEltE. 

Leaving the city of Chinghianfu and travelling three 
days south-east through a constant succession of busy and 
thriving towns and villages, you arrive at the great and 
noble city of Chingjnju. The people are Idolaters, use 
paper-money, and are subject to the Great Kaan. They 
live by trade and handicrafts, and they have plenty of silk. 
They have also abundance of game, and of all manner 
of victuals, for it is a most productive territory.* 

Now I must tell you of an evil deed that was done, 
once upon a time, by the people of this city, and how 
dearly they paid for it. 

You see, at the time of the conquest of the great 
province of Manzi, when Bayan was in command, he sent 
a company of his troops, consisting of a people called 
Alans, who are Christians, to take this city.* They took 
it accordingly, and when they had made their way in, they 
lighted upoq some good wine. Of this they drank until 
they were afi drunk, and then they lay down and slept like 
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SO many swine. So when night fell, the townspeople, 
seeing that they were all dead-drunk, fell upon them and 
slew them all ; not a riian escaped. 

And when Bayan heard that the townspeople had thus 
treacherously slain his men, he sent another Admiral of his 
with a great force, and stormed the city, and put the. whole 
of the inhabitants to the^sword; not a man of themlUcaped 
death. And thus the whole population of that city was 
exterminated.^ 

Now we will go on, and I will tell you of another city 
called Suju. 

Note 1 . — Both the position and the story which follows identify this 
city with Changchau. The name is written in Pauthier's MSS. Ching- 
inguy ^ in the G. T. Cingiggui and Cing/iingui, in Ramusio Tinguigui. 

The capture of Changchau by Gordon's force, nth May, 1864, was 
the final achievement of that Ever Victorious Army.” 

Note 2. — The relics of the Alans were settled on the northern skirts 
of Caucasus, where they made a stout resistance to the Mongols, but 
eventually became subjects of the Khans of Sarai. The name by which 
they were usually known in Asia in the middle ages was Aas^ and by 
this name they are spoken of by Carpini, Rubruquis, and Josafat Barbaro, 
as well as by Ibn Batuta. The Alans are mentioned by the Byzantine 
historian Pachymeres among nations whom the Mongols had assimilated 
to themselves and adopted into their military service. Gaubil, without 
being aware of the identity of the Asu (as the name Aas appears to be 
expressed in the Chinese Annals), beyond the fact that they dwelt some- 
where near the Caspian, observes that this people, after they were con- 
quered, furnished many excellent officers to the Mongols ; and he men- 
tions also that when the Mongol army was first equipt for the conquest 
of Southern China, many officers took service therein from among the 
Uighurs, Persians, and Arabs, Kincha (people of Kipchak), the Asu and 
other foreign nations. We find also, at a later period of the Mongol 
history (1336), letters reaching Pope Benedict XII. from several Chris- 
tian Alans holding high office at the court of Cambarac — one of them 
being a Chingsang or Minister of the First Rank, and another a Fanc/iatig 
or Minister of the Second Order — in which they conveyed their urgent 
request for the nofliination of an Archbishop in succession to the de- 
ceased John of Monte Corvino. John Marignolli speaks of those Alans 
as “ the greatest and noblest nation in the world, the fairest and bravest 
of men,” and asserts that in his day there were 30,000 of them in the 
Great Kaan's service, and all, at least nominally, Christians. Rashid- 

L 2 
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uddin also speaks of the Alans as Christians ; though Ibn Batuta cer- 
tainly mentions the Aas as Mahomedans. We find Alans about the same 
time (in 1306) fighting well in the service of the Byzantine Emperors 
{Mut^aner, p. 449). All these circumstances render Marco’s story of 
4 corps of Christian Alans in the army of Bayan perfectly consistent 
with probability. {Carpmi, p. 707 ; Hub. 243 ; Jtamush, II. 9a ] I. JB. 
11.428; Gaubii, 4.0f Cathay, ^14 seqg!) 

NoiliS . — ^The Chinese histories do not mention the story of the 
Alans and their fate ; but they tell how Changchau was first taken by 
the Mongols about April, 1275, and two months later recovered by the 
Chinese ; how Bayan some months afterwards attacked it in person, 
meeting with a desperate resistance ; finally, how the place was stormed, 
and how Bayan ordered the whole of the inhabitants to be put to the 
sword. Gaubil remarks that some grievous provocation must have been 
given, as Bayan was far from cruel. Pauthier gives original extracts on 
the subject, which are interesting. They picture the humane and 
chivalrous Bayan on this occasion as demoniacal in cruelty, sweeping 
together all the inhabitants of the suburbs, forcing them to construct his 
works of attack, and then butchering the whole of them, boiling down 
their carcases, and using the fat to grease his mangonels ! Perhaps 
there is some misunderstanding as to the use of this barbarous lubricant. 
For Carpini relates that the Tartars when they cast Greek fire into a 
town shot with it human fat, for this caused the fire to rage inextin- 
guishably. 

Cruelties, like Bayan’s on this occasion, if exceptional with him, 
were common enough among the Mongols generally. Chinghiz, at an 
early period in his career, after a victory, ordered 70 great caldrons to 
be heated, and his prisoners to be boiled therein. And the “ evil deed 
of the citizens of Changchau fell far short of Mongol atrocities. Thus 
Hulaku, suspecting the Turkoman chief Nasiruddin who had just quitted 
his camp with 300 men, sent a body of horse after him to cut him off. 
The Mongol officers told the Turkoman they had been ordered to give 
him and his men a parting feast; they made them all drunk and then 
cut their throats. {Gaubil, 166-5, Carpini, 696; Erdmann, 262; 

Qjuat Rashid, 357.) 


CHAPTER LXXV. 

Of the Noble City of Suju. ' 


Suju is a^very great and noble city. The people are Ido- 
laters, subjects of the Great Kaan, and have paper money. 
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They possess silk in great quantities, from which they make 
gold brocade and other stuffs, and they live by their manu- 
factures and trade.* ° 

The city is passing great, and has a circuit of some 
60 miles j it hath merchants of great wealth and an incal- 
culable number of people. Indeed, if the men of this city 
and of the rest of Manzi had but the spirit of soldim they 
would conquer the world ; but they are no soldiers at all, 
only accomplished traders and most skilful craftsmen. 
There are also in this city many philosophers and leeches, 
diligent students of nature. 

And you must know that in this city there are 6000 
bridges, all of stone, and so lofty that a galley, or even two 
galleys at once, could pass underneath one of them.* 

In the mountains belonging to this city, rhubarb and 
ginger grow in great abundance ; insomuch that you may 
get some 40 pounds of excellent fresh ginger for a Venice 
groat.* And the city has sixteen other great trading cities 
under its rule. The name of the city, Suju, signifies in our 
tongue “ Earth,” and that of another near it, of which we 
shall speak presently, called Kinsay, signifies “ Heaven 
and these names are given because of the great splendour 
of the two cities • 

Now let us quit Suju, and go on to another which is 
called Vuju, one day’s journey distant; it is a great and fine 
city, rife, with trade and manufactures. But as there is 
nothing more to say of it we shall go on and I will tell you 
of another great and noble city called Vughin. The 
people are Idolaters, &c., and possess much silk and other 
merchandize, and they are expert traders .and craftsmen. 
Let us now quit Vughin and tell you of another city called 
Changan, a great and rich place. The people are Idolaters, 
&c., and they live by trade and manufactures. They make 
great quantities of Sendai of different kinds, and they have 
much game in the neighbourhood. There is however 
nothing more to say about the place, so we shall now 
proceed.* 
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Note 1. — Suju is of course the celebrated city of Suchau in Kiang- 
nan — before the rebellion brought ruin on it, the Paris of China. E\ ery 
thing remarkable was alleged to come from Jt ; fine pictures, fine carved 
work, fine sdks, and fine ladies !” (Fortune, 1 . i86,) When the Em- 
Kang-hi Suchau the citizens laid the stris^eta with c^ets 

iUoid'silk stuffs, but the Emperor dismounted and milder 1 ii$ tra^ .do the 
like. (Davis, 1 . i86.) " M 

Note 2. — believe we must not bring .Mafep fo'book for the literal 
accuracy of his statements as to the bridges; but all travellers have 
noticed the number and elegance of the bridges of cut stone in this part 
of China ; see for instance Van Braam, IL 107, 119-20, 124, 126 ; and 
Deguignes, I. 47, who gives a particular account of the arches. These 
are said to be often 50 or 60 feet in span. 

». 

Note 3. — This statement about the abundance of rhubarb in the 
mountains adjoining Suchau is believed by the most competent autho- 
rities to be quite erroneous. Rhubarb is exported from Shanghai, but 
it is brought thither from Hankau on the Upper Kiang, and Hankau 
receives it from the further west Indeed Mr. Hanbury, in a note on 
the subject, adds his disbelief also that ginger is produced in Kiangnan. 
And 1 see in the Shanghai trade-returns of 1865, thdit there is no ginger 
among the exports. 

Note 4. — The meanings ascribed by Polo to the names of Suchau 
and Kingsse (Hangchau) show plainly enough that he was ignorant of 
Chinese. Odoric does not mention Suchau, but he gives the same 
explanation of Kinsay as signifying the “ City of Heaven,” and Wassdf 
also in his notice of the same city has an obscure passage about Paradise 
and Heaven, which is not improbably a corrupted reference to the same 
interpretation,* I suspect therefore that it was a “ Vulgar Error” of the 
foreign Residents in China, probably arising out of a misunderstanding 
of the Chinese adage quoted by Duhalde and Davis : — 

“ Shang yeu thien thang. Ilia yeu Su Hang I ” ^ 

“ There’s Paradise above ’tis true, 

But here below we’ve Hang and Sul” 

These two neighbouring cities, in the middle of the beautiful tea and 
silk districts, and with every advantage of inland navigation and foreign 
trade, combined every source of wealth and prosperity, and were often 
thus coupled together by the Chinese. They are I believe rapidly reco- 
vering from the effects of devastation by Taiping occupation and Impe- 
rialist recapture. 

Note fi. — ^The Geographic Text only, at least of the principal Texts, 
has distinctly the three cities Vugui, Vughin, Ciangan. Pauthier iden- 


* See Ouatremere’s Rashid, o. Ixxxvii. and Hammpr’« n. ah 
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tifies the first and third with Huchaitfu and Sungkiangfu. In favour 
of Vuju’s being Huchau is the fact mentioned by Wilson that the latter 
city is locally called WugHU.* If this be the place, the Traveller does 
not seem to be following a direct and consecutive route from Suchau to 
Hangchau. Nor is Huchau within a day’s journey of Suchau. Mr. 
Kingsmill observes that the only town at that distance is Wukiang-hien, 
once of some little importance but now much reduced. Wukiang, 
however, is suggestive ^of Vughin ; and in that supposition Huchau must 
be considered the object of a digression from which the Traveller returns 
and t^es up bis route' to ^iapgchau via Wukiang. Kyahing would, then 
^t iuB^er tpf^M/^^^ or C^fngcm, as it is written in the fdllpwing 
diaptefof the & T. ' 


CHAPTER LXXVI. 

Description of the Great City of Kinsav, which is the 
Capital of the whole Country of Manzi. 

When you have left the city of Changan anti have tra- 
velled for three days through a splendid coua^iy, passing a 
number of towns and vill^es, you arrive at the most noble 
city of Kins AY, a name which is - as much as to say in our 
tongue “ The City of Heaven,” as I told you before.* 

And since we have got thither I will enter into parti- 
culars about its magnificence ; and these are well worth the 
telling, for the city is beyond dispute the finest and the 
noblest in the world. In this we shall speak according to 
the written statement which the dueen of this Realm sent 
to Bayan the conqueror of the country for transmission to 
the Great Kaan, in order that he might be aware of the 
surpassing grandeur of the city and might be moved to 
save it from destruction or injury. I will tell you all the 
truth as it was set down in that document. For truth it 
was, as the said Messer Marco Polo at a later date was able 
to witness with his own eyes. And now we shall rehearse 
those particular^ 


* The Ever Vietorious Army^ p. 395* 
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First and foremost, then, the document stated the dty of 
.Kio^y to be so great that it hath an hundred miles of com- 
And there are in it twelve thousand bridge . of -s^he, 
fbr the most part so lofty that a great fleet could pa^ 
beneath them. And let no man marvel that there are so 
many bridges, for you see the whole city stands as it were 
in the water and surrounded by water, so that a great many 
bridges are required to give flee passage about it. [And 
though the bridges be so high the approaches are so well 
contrived that carts and horses do cross them.*] 

The document aforesaid also went on to state that there 
were in this city twelve guilds of the different crafts, and 
that each guild had 1 2,000 houses in the occupation of its 
workmen. Each of these houses contains at least 12 men, 
whilst some contain 20 and some 40, — not that these are all 
masters, but inclusive of the journeymen who work under 
the masters. And yet all these craftsmen had full occupa- 
tion, for many other cities of the kingdom are supplied 
from this city with what they require. 

The document aforesaid also stated that the number 
and wealth of the merchants, and the amount of goods that 
passed through their hands was so enormous that no man 
could form a just estimate thereof. And I should have 
told you with regard to those masters of the different crafts 
who are at the head of such houses as I have mentioned, 
that neither they nor their vnves ever touch a piece of 
work with their own hands, but live as nicely and delicately 
as if they were kings and queens. The wives indeed are 
most dainty and angelical creatures ! . Moreover it was an 
ordinance laid down by the King that every man should 
follow his father’s business and no other, no matter if he 
possessed 100,000 bezants.’ 

Inside the city there is a Lake which h^s a compass 
of some 30 miles ; and all round it are greeted beautiful 
palaces and mansions, of the richest and most exquisite 
structure that you can imagine, belonging to the nobles of 
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the city. There are also on its shores many abbeys and 
churches of the Idolaters. In the middle of the Lake are 
two Islands, on esicltt of which stands a rich, beautiAil and 
spacious edifice, furnished in such style as to se^ fit 
ibr the palace of an Emperor. And when*any one of the 
citizens desired to hold a marriage feast, or to give any 
other entertainment, it used to be done at one of these 
palaces. And ever)rthing would be found there ready to 
order, such as silver plate, trenchers and dishes, [napkins 
and table-cloths], and whatever else was needful. The 
King made this provision for the gratification of his people, 
and the place was open to every one who desired to give an 
entertainment. [Sometimes there would be at these palaces 
an hundred different parties ; some holding a banquet, 
others celebrating a wedding ; and yet all would find good 
accommodation in the different apartments and pavilions, 
and that in so well ordered a manner that one party was 
never in the way of another.**] 

The houses of the City are provided with lofty towers 
of stone in which articles of value are stored for fear of fire ; 
for most of the houses themselves^ are of timber, and fires 
are very frequent in the city. 

The people are Idolaters; and since they were con- 
quered by the Great Kaan they use paper-money. [Both 
men and women are fair and comely, and for the most 
part clothe themselves in silk, so vast is the supply of that 
material, both from the whole district of Kinsay, and from 
the imports by traders fi:om other provinces.*] And you 
must know they eat every kind of flesh, even that of dogs 
and other unclean beasts, which nothing would induce a 
Christian to eat. 

Since the Great Kaan occupied the city he has ordained 
that each of, the ia,ooo bridges should be provided with a 
guard of ten men, in case of any disturbance, or of any 
being so rash as to plot treason or insurrection against him. 
[Each guard is provided with a hollow instrument of wood 
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and with a metal basin, and with a time-keeper to enable 
them to know the hour of the day or night. And so when 
one hour of the night is past the senfry “strikes one on the 
wooden instrument and on the basin, so that the whole 
quarter of the city is made aware that one hour of the 
night is gone. At the second hour he gives two strokes, 
and so on, keeping always wide awake an’d on the look out. 
In the morning again, from the sunrise, they begin to 
count anew, and strike one hour as they did in the night, 
and so on hour after hour. 

Part of the watch patrols the quarter^ to see if any light 
or fire is burning after the lawful hours ; if they find any 
they mark the door, and in the morning the owner is sum- 
moned before the magistrates, and unless he can plead a 
good excuse he is punished. Also if they find any one 
going about the streets at unlawful hours they arrest him, 
and in the morning they bring him before the magistrates. 
Likewise if in the daytime they find any poor cripple 
unable to work for his livelihood, they take him to one 
of the hospitals, of which there are many, founded by the 
ancient kings, and endoi/^d with great revenues.® Or if he 
be capable of work they oblige him to take up some trade. 
If they see that any house has caught fire they immediately 
beat upon that wooden instrument to give the alarm, and 
. this brings together the watchmen from the other bridges 
to help to extinguish it, and to save the goods of the 
merchants or others, either by removing them to the towers 
above mentioned, or by putting them in boats and trans- 
porting them to the islands in the lake. For no citizen 
dares leave his house at night, or to come near the fire; 
only those who own the property, and those watchmen 
who flock to help, of whom there shall come one or two 
thousand at the least.] . 

Moreover, within the city there is an eminence on 
which stands a Tower, and at the top of the tower is hung 
a slab of wood. Whenever fire or any other alarm breaks 
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out in the city a man who stands there with a malle't in his 
hand beats upon the slab, making a noise that is heard to a 
great distance. So 'ft hen the blows upon this slab are heard, 
everybody is aware that fire has broken out, or that there is 
some other cause of alarm. 

The Kaan watches this city with especial diligence 
because it forms the head of all Manzi ; and because he 
has an immense revenue from the duties levied on the 
transactions of trade therein, the amount of which is such 
that no one would credit it on mere hearsay. 

All the Streep? of the city are paved with stone or brick, 
as indeed are all the highways throughout Manzi, so that 
you ride and travel in every direction without inconve- 
nience. Were it not for this pavement you could not do 
so, for the country is very low and flat, and after rain ’tis 
deep in mire and water.’ [But as the Great Kaan’s couriers 
could not gallop their horses over the pavement, the side 
of the road is left unpaved for their convenience. The 
pavement of the main street of the city also is laid out in 
two parallel ways of ten paces in width on either side, 
leaving a space in the middle laid with fine gravel, under 
which are vaulted drains which convey the rain water into 
the canals ; and thus the road is kept ever dry.] 

You must know also that the city of Kinsay has some 
3000 baths, the water of which is supplied by springs. 
They are hot baths, and the people take great delight in 
them, frequenting them several times a month, for they are 
very cleanly in their persons. They are the finest and 
largest baths in the world ; large enough for 100 persons to 
bathe together.® 

And the Ocean Sea comes within 25 miles of the city 
at a place called Ganku, where there is a town and an 
excellent haven, with a vast amount of shipping which is 
engaged in the traffic to and from India and other foreign 
parts, exporting and importing many kinds of wares, by 
which the city benefits. And a great river flows from the 
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city of Kinsay to that sea-haven, by which vessels can come 
up to the city itself. This river extends also to other places 
further inland.® * 

Know also that the Great Kaan hath distributed the 
territory of Manzi into nine parts, which he hath con- 
stituted into nine kingdoms. To each of these kingdoms 
a king is appointed who is subordinate to' the Great Kaan, 
and every year renders the accounts of his kingdom to the 
fiscal office at the capital.*® This city of Kinsay is the 
of one of these kings, who rules over 140 great and 
wealthy cities. For in the whole of this vast country of 
Manzi there are more than laoo great and wealthy cities, 
without counting the towns and villages, which are in great 
numbers. And you may receive it for certain that in each 
of those 1200 cities the Great Kaan has a garrison, and 
that the smallest of such garrisons musters 1000 men, 
whilst there are some of 10,000, 20,000, and 30,000; so 
that the total number of troops is something scarcely calcu- 
lable. The troops forming these garrisons are not all 
Tartars. Many are from the province o£ Cathay, and good 
soldiers too. But you must not suppose they are by any 
means all of them cavalry ; a very large proportion of them 
are foot-soldiers, according to the special requirements of 
each city. And all o’f them belong to the army of the 
Great Kaan.** 

I repeat that everything appertaining to this city is on 
so vast a scale, and the Great Kaan’s yearly revenues there- 
from are so immense, that it is not easy even to put it in 
writing, and it seems past belief to one who merely hears it 
told. But I will write it down for you. 

First, however, I must mention another thing. The 
people of this country have a custom, that as soon as a 
child is born they write down the day and hour and the 
planet and sigp under which its birth has taken place ; so 
that every one among them knows the day of his birth. 
An«I whnn anv one intends a iournev he goes to the astro- 
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logcrs, an<l gives the particulars of his nativity in order to 
learn whether he shall have good luck or no. Sometimes 
they will .say no, and in that case the journey is put off till 
such tlay as the astrologer may recommend. These astro- 
logers arc very skilful at their business* and often their 
wortls come to pass, so the people have great faith in them. 

They burn the bodies of the dead. And when any one 
dies the friends and relations make a great mourning for 
the deceased, and clothe themselves in hempen garments,” 
and follow the corpse playing on a variety of instruments 
and singing hymns to their idols. And when they come 
to the burning place, they take representations of things cut 
out of parchment, such as caparisoned horses, male and 
female slaves, camels, armour, suits of cloth of gold (and 
money), in great quantities, and these things they put on 
the fire along with the corpse, so that they are all burnt 
with it. And they tell you that the dead man shall have 
ail these slaves and animals of which the effigies are burnt, 
alive in flesh and blood, and the money in gold, at his 
disposal in the nejtt world ; and that the instruments which 
they have caused to be played at his funeral, and the idol 
hymns that have been chaunted, shall also be produced 
again to welcome him in the next world ; and that the idols 
themselves will come to do him honour.” 

Furthermore there exists in this city the palace of the 
king who fled, him who was Emperor of Manzi, and that 
is the greatest palace in the world, as I shall tell you more# 
particularly. For you must know its demesne hath a 
compass of ten miles, all enclosed with lofty battlemented 
walls ; and inside the walls are the finest and most delect- 
able gardens upon earth, and filled too with the finest 
fruits. There are numerous fountains in if also, and lakes 
full of fish. In the middle is the palace itself^ a great and 
splendid building. It contains 20 great and handsome 
halls, one of which is more spacious than the rest, and 
affords room for a vast multitude to dine. It is all painted 
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iiiff blights and dames, and mtoy 
^litDgs* It forms a really magnificcnti spectacle, for ow 
all the walls and all the ceiling you see nothing but paint- 
ings in gold. And besides these halls the palace contains 
looo large and handsome chambers, all painted in gold 
and divers colours. 


Moreover, I must tell you that in this city there are 
i6o tomatis of fires, or in other words 160 tontans of 
houses. Now I should tell you that the toman is 10,000, 
so that you can reckon the total a‘> altogether 1,600,000 
houses, among which are a great number of rich j)alaces. 
There is one church only, belonging to the Nestorian 
Christians.'^ 


There is another thing I must tell you. It is the 
custom for every burgess of this city, and in fact for every 
description of person in it, to write over his door his own 
name, the name of his wife, and those of his children, his 
slaves, and all the inmates of his house, and also the 
number of animals that he keeps. And if any one dies in 
the house then the name of that person is erased, and if 
any child is born its name is added. So in this way the 
sovereign is able to know exactly the population of the 
city. And this is the practice also throughout all Manzi 
and Cathay.'^ 

And I must tell you that e\ery hosteler who kccj)s an 
ihostel for travellers is bound to register their names and 
surnames, as well as the day and month of their arrival 
and departure. And thus the sovereign hath the means 
of knowing, whenever it pleases him, who come and go 
throughout his dominions. And certes this is a wise order 
and a provident. 


Note 1. — Kinsay represents closely enough the Chinese term 
Kingsse, “ capital,” which was then applied to the great city, the proper 
name of which was at that time Lin-ngan, and is now Hanochau, as 



tilt tiUr^Swit ^n)«>Miii« tms^;. 

Xh^si Uncmm ChiMie mfii Bddl)#> 

It 'Would fteetn, however/ tiiat dio term adlu^ loh|E as u <pte|iipixqp^ 
name to Hangchau, for it the Chinese atlas, dating from 1595, wtd^ 
the traveller Carletti presented to the Magliabecchian lihimy, that city 
appears to be still marked with this name, transcribed bjr Carletti as 
Camse. 

Note 2 . — ^The Ramusian version says : “ Mes^r Marco Polo was 
frequently at this city, *and took great pains to learn eveiything about 
it, writing down the whole in his notes/* The information being origin- 
ally derived from a Chinese document, there might be some ground for 
supposing that 100 miles of circuit stood for loo //. Yet the circuit of 
the modern city is stated in the Imperial Geography, quoted by Pauthier, 
at only 35 //, and the book called Hang-chau-fu-Chi^ or topographical 
history of Hangchau {examined for me by the kindness of Mr. R. K. 
Douglas) gives the measurement of the walls as 36 li and 90 paces. 

I learn, however, from a lecture on the city by the Rev. D. D. Green, 
an American missionary at Ningpo, that the wall, as reconstructed by 
('haotsung, one of the last emperors of the Thang dynasty (894), 
embraced the Lio-ho-ta pagoda, 15 // distant from the present south 
gate, and had a circuit of 70 //. Moreover, in 1130, after the city 
became the capital of the Sung emperors, some further extension was 
given to it, so that even exclusive of the suburbs the circuit of the city 
may have been not far short of 100 //. 1 cannot learn when the walls 

uere contracted to their present compass.* Whatever may have been 
the facts, and whatever the origin of the estimate, I imagine that the 
ascription of 100 miles of circuit to Kinsay had become popular among 
westerns. Odoric makes the same statement Wassdf calls it 24 para- 
sang.s, which will not be far short of the same amount Ibn Batuta calls 
the /etigt/i of the city 3 days* journey. Rashiduddin siys the enceinte 
had a diameter of 1 1 i)arasangs, and that there were three post stages 
between the two extremities of the city, which is probably what Ibn 
Batuta had heard. I'hc Masdlaknil-Absar calls it one day’s journe]|in 
length, and half a day’s journey in breadth. Tlie enthusiastic Jesuit 
Martini goes far to justify Polo in this as in other points of his descrip- 
tion. We shall quote the whole of his remarks at the end of the chapter 
on Kinsay. 

The 1 2,000 bridges have been much carped at, and modem accounts 
of Hangchau (desperately meagre as they are) do not speak of its bridges 
as notable. There is, indeed, says Mr. Kingsmill, speaking of changes 
in the hydrography about Hangchau, no trace in the city of the magnifi- 


" Mr. Green’s lecture is printed in the Nov. and Dec. numljcrs for 1869 of the 
(Fuchau) Chitme R^ordvr and Missionary yourttaf. In the bird’s-eye plan of 
Hangchau I have traced by a dotted line the course of the wall of Chaotsung, as well 
as Mr. Green’s indications (from a woik callc^d Jtnho-hwn-Chi) will .illow. 
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cent canals and bridges described by Marco Polo. The number was 
no doubt in this case also a mere popular saw, and Friar Odoric repeats 
it The sober and veracious John Marignolli, alluding apparently to 
their statements, and perhaps to others which have not reached us, 
says ; ‘‘When authors tell of its ten thousand noble bridges of stone, 
adorned with sculptures and statues of armed pririces, it passes the 
belief of one who has not been there, and yet peradventure these authors 
tell us no lie," Wassdf speaks of 360 bridges only, but they make up 
in size what they lack in number, for they cross canals as big as the 
Tigris ! Marsden aptly quotes in reference to this point excessively 
loose and discrepant statements from modem authors as to the number 
of bridges in Venice. The great height oi the arches of the canal bridges 
in this part of China is especially noticed by travellers. Barrow, quoted 
by Marsden, says: “Some have the piers of such an extraordinary 
height that the largest vessels of 200 tons sail under them without 
striking their masts." 

Note 3 . — There is, I believe, no trace of such an ordinance in 
modem China. Pfere Parrenin, speaking of the surmised connexion of 
China and Egypt, says : “ As to the hereditary peq)etuation of trades, it 
has never existed in China, On the contrary, very few Chinese will 
learn the trade of their fathers ; and it is only necessity that ever con- 
strains them to do so.” {Lett, £,dif, XXIV. 40.) 

Note 4. — This sheet of water is the celebrated Si-hu or “ Western 
I^ke,” the fame <Jf which had reached Abulfeda, and which has raised 
the enthusiasm even of modem travellers, such as Barrow and Van 
Braam. The latter speaks of three islands (and this the Chinese maps 
confirm), on each of which were several villas, and of causeways across 
the lake, paved and bordered with trees, and provided with numerous 
bridges for the passage of boats. Barrow gives a bright description of 
the lake, with its thousands of gay, gilt, and painted pleasure boats, its 
margins studded with light and fanciful buildings, its gardens of choice 
flowering shmbs, its monuments, and beautiful variety of scenery. None 
su'^asses that of Martini, whom it is always pleasant to quote, but here 
he is too lengthy. The most recent description that I have met with ia 
that of Mr. C. Gardner, and it is as enthusiastic as any. It concludes : 
“ Even to us foreigners ... the spot is one of peculiar attraction, but 
to the Chinese it is as a paradise.” The Emperor Kien Lung had 
erected a palace on the shores of the lake ; it was ruined by the Taipings. 
Many of the constructions about the lake date from the flourishing days 
of the Thang dynasty, the 7th and 8th centuries. 

Polo’s ascription of a circumference of 30 miles to the lake cor- 
roborates the supposition that in the compass of the city a confusion 
had been made between miles and //, for Semedo gives the circuit of the 
lake really as 30 //. Probably the document to which Marco refers at the 
beginning of the chapter was seen by him in a Persian translation, in 



whith H had been rendered by mil. A Persian work of the same age, 
quoted by Quatremfere, (the NuzMt al-Kultib)^ gives the circuit of the 
lake as six parasangs, or some 24 miles, a statement which probably 
had a like origin. 

' Polo says the lake was within the city. This might be merely a 
loose way of speaking, but it may on the other hand be a further indica- 
tion of the former existence of an extensive outer wall. The Persian 
author just quoted also speaks of the lake as within the city. (Barratc/s 
Autobiog.^^. 104 ; V, Braam^ II. 154 ; Gardner in Proc. of the R. Geog. 
Soc. vol. xiii. p. 178; Q. Rashid, p. Ixxxviii.) 

Note 5. — This is still the case: “'Fhe people of Hang-chow dress 
gaily, and are remarkable among the Chinese for their dandyism. All, 
except the lowest labourers and coolies, strutted about in dresses com- 
posed of silk, satin, and crape. . . . ‘Indeed* (said the Chinese ser- 
vants) ‘ one can never tell a rich man in Hang chow, for it is just pos- 
sible that all lie possesses in the world is on his back.* ** {Fortune^ II. 
20.) “The silk manufactures of Hangchau are said to give employ- 
ment to 60,000 persons within the city walls, and Huchau, Kiahing, 
and the surrounding villages, are reputed to employ 100,000 more** 
{Ningpo Trade Report^ Jan. 1869, comm, by Mr. N. B. Dennys). The 
store-towers, as a precaution in case of fire, are still common both in 
China and Japan. 

Note 6. — It is interesting to observe that Mr. Gardner found in this 
very city in 1868 a large collection of cottages covering several acres, 
which were “ erected afier the taking of the city from the rebels by a 
Chinese charitable society, for the refuge of the blind, sick, and infirm." 
This asylum sheltered 200 blind men with their fiimilies, amounting 
to 800 souls ; basket- making and such work was provided for them ; 
there were also 1200 other inmates, aged and infirm; and a staff of 
doctors was maintained to look after them. “ None are allowed to be 
absolutely idle, but all help towards their own sustenance.” {Proc. R. G. 
Soc. XIII. 176-7.) 

Note 7 . — The paved roads of Man/.i are by no means extinct yet. 
Thus, Mr. Fortune, starting from Changshan (see below, chap. Ixxix ) in 
the direction of the Black-Tea mountains, says : “ The road on which 
we were travelling was one of the broadest and best I had met with 
in the country. It was well paved with granite, about 1 2 feet in width, 
and perfectly free from weeds’* (II. 148). And l.ieut. Gamier tells me 
the roads in the remote south of Yunnan are also paved ; such too were 
found by Major Sladen in the extreme west of the same province. 

Note 8. — TKere is a curious discrepancy in the account of these 
baths. Pauthier’s text says briefly that there are 3000 baths sujiplied 
by springs, but iloes not say whether they are hot baths or cold. The 
latter sentence, beginning, “ They are hot baths ** (estnrvs). is from the 
VOL. II. M 
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Q, Text And Ramusio’s account is quite diflferent : There are nume 
rous baths of cold water, provided with plenty of attendants, male an( 
female, to assist the visitors of the two sexes in the bath. For th< 
people are used from their childhood to baths^ in cold water at all sea 
sons, and they reckon it a very wholesome custom. But in the bath 
houses they have also certain chambers furnished with hot water, fo: 
foreigners who are unaccustomed to cold bathing, and cannot bear it 
The people are used to bathe daily, and do not eat without having 
done so.” 

A note from Mr. C. Gardner says : “ I'here are numerous public 
baths at Hangchau, as at every Chinese city I have ever been in. Ir 
my experience natives always take /laf baths. But only the poorei 
classes go to the public baths ; the tradespeople and middle classes an 
generally supplied by the bath-houses with hot water at a moderate 
charge.” 

Note 0. — The estuary of the Tsien 1 ang, or river, of Hang*‘hau 
has undergone great changes since Polo’s day. The sea now comes u[ 
almost to the walls of the city ; and the upper ]):irt of the Bay of Hang 
chau is believed to rover what was once the site of the port and towr 
of Kaxpu, the (Janpu of the text. A modern representative of the 
name still subsists, a availed town, and one of the depots for the sal 
which is so extensively manufactured on this coast ; but the presen 
port of Hangchau, and till recently the sole seat of Chinese trade witl 
Japan, is at C/ia/*u^ some 20 miles further .seaward. 

It is supposed by Klaproth that Kaxpu was the port freciuented h] 
the early Arab voyagers, and of which they speak under the name o 
Khdnfu^ confounding in their details Hangchau itself with the port 
Neumann dissents from this, maintaining that the Khanfu of the Arab 
was certainly Canton. Abulfcda, however, states expressly that Khanfi 
was known in his day as Xhansd (Le, Kinsay), and he speaks of its lak< 
of fresh water called Sikhu (Si-hu). There seems to l<)e an indication ii 
Chinese records that a southern branch of the Great Kiang once enterec 
the sea at Kanpu \ the closing of it is assigned to the 7th century, or ; 
little later. 

{Kingsmillj u. s. p. 53; Chin. Repos. III. 118; Middle Kingdom 
I. 95-106 ; Biirek, p. 483 ; Cathay y p. cxciii ; /. N. Ch, lir. R. A. S, 
Dec. 1865, p. 3 se^^.) 

Note 10. — Pauthier’s text has : “ Chascun Roy fait chascun an i 
compte de son royaume aux eomptes du grant siegep where I suspect th< 
last word is again a mistake for sing or sciengy see supra^ Book II. ch. xxv. 
itote 1 . It is interesting to find Polo applying the term king to th( 
viceroys who ruled the great provinces ; Ibn Batuta u.ses*a correspondinj 
expression, sultdn. It is not easy to make out the nine kingdoms o 
great provinces into which Polo considered Manzi to be divided. Pei 
haps his nine is after all merely a traditional number, for the Nin< 
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Poovinces” was an ancient synonyme for China Proper (see CaUiayy 
p. cxxxix, noti). 

Note 11 .— We have Jn Ramusio : “ The men levied in the province 
of Manzi are not placed in garrison in their own cities, but sent to others 
at least so days’ joumjpy from their homes ; and there they serve for 
four or five years, after which they are relieved This applies both to 
the Cathayans and to those of Manzi. 

“ The great bulk of the revenue of the cities, which enters the ex- 
chequer of the Great Kaan, is expended in maintaining these garrisons. 
And if perchance any city rebel (as you often find that under a kind of 
madness or intoxication they rise and murder their governors), as soon 
as it is known, the adjoining cities despatch such large forces from their 
garrisons that the rebellion is entirely crushed. For it would be too 
long an affair if troops from Cathay had to be waited for, involving per- 
haps a delay of two months.” 

Note 12 . — “The sons of the dead, wearing hempen clothes as 
badges of mourning, kneel down,” &c. (Doolittle, p. 138). 

Note 13 .— These practices have been already noticed, j»/r« Book I. 
ch. xl. 

Note 14 . — Mr. Gardner (u. s. p. 176) says: “Outside the residence 
of Signor Ricci ” (a R. C. missionary ^t Hangchau, with whom the 
traveller put up), “ originally a Nestorian Church, is the same magnifi- 
cent facade which was admired by Marco Polo.” Though there is 
nothing in Marco but the bare mention of a Nestorian church, it is 
very interesting to know that some tradition even of an ancient church 
exists. “ The facade in question,” Mr. Gardner w^rites to me, “ is of 
stone elaborately carved, over and by the side of the massive gates, 
themselves covered with elegantly-wrought iron.” The position of the 
church is shown in the map of Hangchau, inserted from an indication 
of Mr. Gardner’s. 

Note 15 . — This custom has come do>vn to modem times. In Pau- 
thier's C/ime Moiicrne, we find extracts from the statutes of the reigning 
dynasty and the comments thereon, * of which a passage runs thus: 
“To determine the exact population of each province the governor and 
the lieut. -governor cause certain persons who are nominated as Pao-kki, 
or Tithing Men, in all the places under their jurisdiction, to add up the 
figures inscribed on the wooden tickets attached to the doors of houses, 
and exhibiting the number of the inmates ” (p. 167). 

Friar Odoric calls the number of fires 89 tomans; but says 10 or 12 
households would unite to have one fire only ! 


M 2 



MARCO roi.o. 


Book I 


1 58 


CHAPTER Lxx.yn. 

tFuRTHER Particulars concerning the Gi^at Citv of KinsaW 

[The position of the city is such that it has on one side 
a lake of fresh and exquisitely clear water (already spoken 
of), and on the other a very large river. The waters of the 
latter fill a number of canals of all sizes which run through 
the different quarters of the city, carry away all impurities, 
and then enter the Lake ; whence they issue again and 
flow to the Ocean, thus producing a most excellent atmo- 
sphere. By means of these channels, as well as by the streets, 
you can go all about the city. Both streets and canals are 
so wide and spacious that carts on the one and boats on 
the other can readily pass to anti fro, con^■cyillg necessary 
supplies to the inhabitants.* 

At the opposite side the city is shut in by a channel, 
perhaps 40 miles in length, very witle, and full of water 
derived from the river aforesaid, which was made by the 
ancient kings of the country in order to relieve the river 
when flooding its banks. This serves also as a defence to 
the city, and the earth dug from it has been thrown inwards, 
forming a kind of mound enclosing the city.' 

In this part are the ten principal markets, though 
besides these there arc a vast number of others in the 
different parts of the town. The former are all squares of 
half a mile to the side, and along their front passes the main 
street, which is 40 paces in width, and runs straight from 
end to end of the city, crossing many bridges of easy and 
cqijtimodious approach. At every four miles of its length 
comes one of those great squares of a miles (as we have 
mentioned) in compass. So also parallel .to this great 
street, but at the back of the market places, there runs 
a very large canal, on the bank of which towards the squares 
are built grea^ houses of stone, in which the merchants from 
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India and other foreign parts store their wares/to be, handy 
for the markets. each of the ^uar» is ^Id a market 
days in the frequent^ 4^660^0^^ 
persons, who bring thither for sale every possible necessary 
of life, so that there is always an ample supply of every kind' 
of meat and game, as of roebuck, red-deer, fellow-deer, 
hares, rabbits, partridges, pheasants, francolins, quails, fowls, 
capons, and of ducks and geese an infinite quantity ; for so 
many are bred on the Lake that for a Venice groat of silver 
you can have a couple of geese and two couple of ducks. 
Then there are the shambles where the larger animals are 
slaughtered, such as calves, beeves, kids, and lambs, the 
flesh of which is eaten by the rich and the great dignitaries.'* 
Those markets make a daily display of every kind of 
vegetables and fruits ; and among the latter there are in 
particular certain pears of enormous size, weighing as much 
as ten pounds apiece, and the pulp of which is white and 
fragrant like a confection ; besides peaches in their season, 
both yellow and white, of very delicate flavour.* 

Neither grapes nor wine are produced there, but very 
good raisins are brought from abroad, and wine likewise. 
The natives, however, do not much care about wine, being 
used to that kind of their own made from rice and spices. 
From the Ocean Sea also come daily supplies of fish in 
great quantity, brought 25 miles up the river, and there is 
also great store of fish from the Lake, which is the constant 
resort of fishermen, who have no other business. Their 
fish is of sundry kinds, changing with the season ; and, 
owing to the impurities of the city which pass into the lake, 
it is remarkably fat and savoury. Any one who should see 
the supply of fish in the market would suppose it impossible 
that such a quantity could ever be sold ; and yet in a few 
hours the wfiole shall be cleared away ; so great is the 
number of inhabitants who are accustomed to delicate 
living. Indeed they eat fish and flesh at the same meal. 

All the ten market places are encompassed by lofty 
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houses, and below these are shops where all sorts of crafts are 
carried on, and all sorts of wares are on sale, including spicos 
and jewels and pearls. Some of tlitse shops are entirely 
devoted to the sale of wine made from rice and spices, whic 1 1 
is constantly made fresh and fresh, and is sold very cheap. 

Certain of the struts are occupied by the women of the 
towiv who are in such a number th^t 1‘dare not sii^ What 
it is. They are found not only in the vidmty of the market 
places) where usually a quarter is assigned to them, but all 
over the city. They exhibit themselves splendidly attired 
and abundantly perfumed, in findy garnished houses, with 
trains of waiting women. These women are extremely 
accomplished in all the arts of allurement, and readily adapt 
their conversation to all sorts of persons, insomuch that 
strangers who have once tasted their attractions seem to get 
bewitched, and are so taken with their blandishments and 
their fascinating ways that they never can get these out of 
their heads. Hence it comes to pass that when they return 
home they say they have been to Kinsay or the City of 
Heaven, and their only desire is to get back thither again.® 

Other streets are occupied by the Physicians, and by the 
Astrologers, who are also teachers of reading and writing ; 
and an infinity of other professions have their places round 
about those squares. In each of the squares there are two 
great palaces facing one another, in which are established 
the officers appointed by the King to decide differences 
arising between merchants, or other inhabitants of the 
quarter. It is the daily duty of these officers to see that 
the guards are at their posts on the neighbouring bridges, 
and to punish them at their discretion if they are absent. 

All along the main street that we have spoken of, as 
running, from end to end of the city, both sides are lined 
with houses and great palaces and the gardens pertaining to 
them, whilst in the intervals are the houses of tradesmen 
engaged in their different crafts. The crowd of people 
that you mee^ here at all hours, passing this way and that 
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on their tlifFcrent errands, is so vast that no one would believe 
it possible tliat victuals enough could be provided for their 
consumption, unless ;hey should see how, on every market- 
day, all those squares are thronged and crammed with pur- 
chasers, and with the traders who have brought in stores of 
provisions by land or water ; and everything they bring in 
is disposed of. \ , 

To give you an example of the vast consumption in f|ds ; 
city let us take the article of pepper ; and that will«enablp 
you in some measure to estimate what must be the quantity 
of victual, such as meat, wine, groceries, which have to be 
provided for the general consumption. Now Messer Marco 
heard it stated by one of the Great Kaan’s officers of customs 
that the quantity of pepper introduced daily for consumption 
into the city of Kinsay amounted to 43 loads, each load 
being equal to 243 lbs.’ 

The houses of the citizens are well built and elaborately 
hitished ; and the delight they take in decoration, in painting 
and in architecture, leads them to spend in this way sums 
of money that would astonish you. 

The natives of the city are men of peaceful character, 
both from education and from the example of their kings, 
whose disposition was the same. They know nothing of 
handling arms, and keep none in their houses. You hear 
of no feuds or noisy quarrels or dissensions of any kind, 
among them. Botli in their commercial dealings and in 
their manufactures they are thoroughly honest and truthful, 
and there is such a degree of good will and neighbourly at- 
tachment among both men and women that you would take 
the people who live in the same street to be all one family. 

And this familiar intimacy is free from all jealousy or 
suspicion of the conduct of their women. These they treat 
with the greatest respect, and a man who should presume to 
make loose proposals to a married woman would be regarded 
as, an infamous rascal. They also treat the foreigners who 
visit them for the sake of trade with great cordiality, and 
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entqrt^ them in the most winning manner, affording then" 
hd^P and advice on their business. Bj*t on the othci 
haad'thejp hate to see soldiers, and hbt least those oC th< 
<^reat .Kaan*s garrisons, regarding them as the cause 
having lost their native kings and lords.* 

On the Lake of which we have spoken there are num' 
bers of boats and barges of all sizes for forties of pleasure 
These will hold lo, 15, 26, or more persons, and are from 
15 to 20 paces in length, with flat bottoms and ample 
breadth of beam, so that they always keep their level. Anj 
one who desires to go a-pleasuiing with the women, or witli 
a party of his own sex, hires one of these barges, which are 
always to be found completely furnished with tables and 
chairs and all the other apparatus for a feast. The rool 
forms a level deck, on which the crew stand, and pole the 
boat along whithersoever may be desiretl, for the lake is not 
more than 2 paces in elepth. The inside of this roof anil 
the rest of the interior is covered with ornamental paintihg 
in gay colours, with windows all round that can be shut 
or opened, so that the party at table can enjoy all the 
beauty and variety of the prospects on both sides as they 
pass along. And truly a trip on this lake is a much more 
charming recreation than can be enjoyed on land. For on 
the one side lies the city in its entire length, so that the 
spectators in the barges, from the distance at which they 
stand, take in the whole prospect in its full beauty and 
grandeur, with its numberless palaces, temples, monasteries, 
and gardens, foil of lofty trees, sloping to the shore. And 
the lake is never without a number of other such boats, 
laden with pleasure-parties ; for it is the great delight of the 
citizens here, after they have disposed of the day’s business, 
to pass the afternoon in enjoyment with the ladies of their 
families, or perhaps with others less reputable, either in 
these barges or in driving about the city in carriages.’ 

Of these latter we mu.st also say something, for they 
afford one mode of recreation to the citizens in going about 
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the town, as the boats a0brd another in going about the 
Lake. In the main street df the city you meet an infinite 
succession of these caift^iages passing to and fro. They are 
Jbng covered vehicles, fitted'vith curtuns «ad cushion^ ahd.: 
affording room for sft persons; and they are in. constant 
request for ladies and gentlemen going on parties of pleasure. 
In these they drive to certain gardens, where they are enter- 
tained by the owners in pavilions erected on purpose, and 
there they divert themselves the livelong day, with their 
ladies, returning home in the evening in those same 
carriages.*® 

(Furthkr Particui.ars of the Palace of the I^n'o Facfur.) 

The whole enclosure of the Palace was divided into 
three parts. The middle one was entered by a very lofty 
gate, on each side of which there stood on the ground-level 
vast pavilions, the roofs of which were sustained by columns 
painted and wrought in gold and the finest azure. Opposite 
the gate stood the chief Pavili^fh, larger than the rest, and 
painted in like style, with gikled columns, and a ceiling 
wrought in splendid gilded sculpture, whilst the w'alls were 
artfully painted with the stories of departed kings. 

On certain days, sacred to his gods, the King Facfur 
used to hold a great court and give a feast to liis chief 
lords, dignitaries, and rich manufacturers of the city of 
Kinsay. On such occasions those pavilions used to give 
ample accommodation for 10,000 persons sitting at table. 
This court lasted for ten or twelve days, and exhibited an 
astonishing and incredible spectacle in the magnificence of 
the guests, all clothed in silk and gold, with a profusion of 
precious stones ; for they tried to outdo each other in the 
splendour and richness of their appointments. Behind this 
great Pavilion that faced the great gate, there was a wall with 
a passage in it shutting off the inner part of the Palace. On 
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Entering this you found another great edifice in the form of 
a cloister surrounded by a portico with columns, from which 
opened a variety of apartments for the King and the Queen, 
adorned like tlie outer walls with such elaborate work as we 
have mentioned. From the cloister again you passed into 
a covered corridor, six paces in wddth, of great length, and 
extending to the margin of the lake. On either side of 
this corridor were ten courts, in the form of oblong cloisters 
surrounded by colonnades; and in each cloister or court 
were fifty chambers with gardens to each. In these chambers 
were quartered one thousand young ladies in the service of 
the King. The King would sometimes go with the Queen 
and some of, these maidens to take his diversion on. the 
lake, or to visit the idol-temples, in boats all canopied 
with silk. 

The other two parts of the enclosure were distributed in 
groves, and lakes, and charming gardens planted with fruit- 
trees, and preserves for all sorts of animals, such as roe, red- 
deer, fallow-deer, hares, andvabbits. Here the king usetl to 
take his pleasure in company with those damsels of his ; 
some in carriages, some on horseback, whilst no man was 
permitted to enter. Sometimes the King would set the 
girls a-coursing after .the game with dogs, and when they 
were tired they would hie to the groves that overhung the 
lakes, and leaving their clothes there they would come forth 
naked and enter the water and swim about hither and 
thither, whilst it was the King’s delight to watch them ; and 
then all would return home. Sometimes the King would 
have his dinner carried to those grove-s, which were dense 
with lofty trees, and there would be waited on by those 
young ladies. And thus he passed his life in this constant 
dalliance with women, without so much as knowing what 
arms meant. And the result of all this cowardice and 
effeminacy was that he lost his. dominion to the Great 
Kaan in that b^e and shameful way that you have heard." 

All this account was given me by a very rich merchant 
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of Kinsay when I was in that city. He was a very old 
man, and had been in familiar intimacy with the King 
Facfur, and knew th< whole history of his life; and having 
seen the Palace in its glory was pleased to be my guide over 
it. As it is occupied by the King appointed by the Great 
Kaan, the first pavilions are still maintained as they used to 
be, but the apartnients of the ladies are all gone to ruin and 
can only just be traced. iSo also the wall that enclosed the 
groves and gardens is fallen down, and neither trees nor 
animals are there any longer.”] 


Note 1. — I have, after some consideration, followed the example of 
Mr. H. Murray, in his edition of Marco Polo^ in collecting together 
in a separate chapter a number of additional particulars concerning the 
Great City, which are only found in Ramusio. Such of these as could 
be interpolated in the text of the older form of the narrative have been 
introduced between brackets in the last chapter. Here I bring together 
those particulars which could not be so interpolated without taking 
liberties with one or both texts. 

The picture in Ramusio, taken as a whole, is so much more brilliant, 
interesting, and complete than in the older texts, that I thought of sub- 
stituting it entirely for the other. But so much doubt and difficulty hangs 
over some passages of the Ramusian version that I could not satisfy my- 
self of the propriety of this, though I feel that the dismemberment inflicted 
on that version is also objectionable. " ^ 

Note 2. — The tides in the Hangchau estuary are now so furious, 
entering in the form of a bore, and running, according to Admiral 
Collinson’s measurement, knots, that it has been necessary to close 
the communication which formerly existed between the River Tsien-tang 
on the one side and the Lake Sihu and internal waters of the district on 
the other, so that all traffic between the two is subject to a portage. Mr. 
Kingihill, to whose notices 1 am indebted for part of this information, is 
however mistaken in supposing that in Polo’s time the tide stopped some 
20 miles below the city. We have seen (note 6, chapter Ixv. supra) 
that the tide in the river before Kinsay was the object which first 
attracted the attention of Bayan, after his triumphant entrance into the 
city. {N. and Q., China and Japan^ vol. I. p. 53 ; Mid. Kingd. I. 95, 106 ; 
/. N. Ch. Br. R. A. S.^ Dec. 1865 p. 6.) 

Note 3 , — For satisfactory elucidation as to what is or may have been 
authentic in these statements, we shall have to wait for a correct survey 
of Hangchau and its neighbourhood. We have already seen strong 
reason to suppose that miles may have been substituted for li in the 
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circuits assigned both to the city and to the lake, and it is fair to concIutU* 
that the same substitution has been made here in regard to the c;inal on 
the east of the city, and in regard to the streets[,and market-places spoken 
of bk the next paragraph. 

Chinese plan of Hangchau, respecting the scale of t 
fortunately can get no satisfaction, does show a large canal^sncirdh^ the 
cky on the south, east, and north, on the sides away from the lake. 
And the position of the main street, with its parallel canal, does answer 
well to the account in the next paragraph, setting aside the extravagant 
dimensions. * 

The existence of the squares or market-places is alluded to by Wassdf 
in a passage that we shall quote below ; and the Masdlak-al-Absdr speaks 
of the main street running from end to end of the city. 

Note 4 . — There is no mention of pork^ the chavacteristic animal food 
of China, and the only one specified by Friar Odoric in his account of 
the same city. Probably Mark may have got a little Saracanztii among 
the Mahomedans at the Kaan's Court, and doubted if ’twere good 
manners to mention it. It is perhai>s a relic of the same feeling, gen- 
dered by Saracen rule, that in Sicily pigs are called i ncri. 

Note 5. — Van Braam, in passing through Shantung Province speaks 
of ver}' large pears. ** The colour is a beautiful golden yellow. Before 
it is pared the pear is somewhat hard, but in eating it the juice flows, 
the pulp melts, and the taste is pleasant enough.” Williams says these 
Shantung pears are largely exported, but he is not so complimentary to 
them as Polo : “ The pears are large and juicy, sometimes weighing 8 or 
lo pounds, but remarkably tasteless and coarse.” {V, Braamy II. 33-4 ; 
Mid, Kutgd,^ I. 78 and II. 44.) In the beginning of 1867 I saw pears 
in Covent Garden IMark^t which I should guess to have weighed 7 or 
8 lbs. each. They were priced at 18 guineas a dozen ! 

As regards the “ yellow and white ” peaches, Marsden needlessly 
supposes the former to be apricots. The two kinds so described are 
both common in Sicily, where I write ; — and both are, in their raw state, 
eijually good food for i neri! 

Note 6. — The original words do not seem to me to make s|||ise as 
they stand : “ e non veggono mai fora che di miovo possano ritornarifiP 
I have assumed another version. 

Note 7 . — It would seem that the habits of the Chinese in reference 
to the use of pepper and such spices have changed. Besides this 
passage, implying that their consumption of pepper was large, Marco tells 
us below (ch. Ixxxii.) that for one .shipload of pepper carried to Alexandria 
for the consumption of Christendom, a hundred went to Zayton in Manzi. 
At the present day, according to Williams, the Chinese use little spice ; 
pepper chiefly as^" a febrifuge in the shape of pepper-tea, and that even 
less than they did some years ago. (See Mid, Kingd,, II. 46, 408.) 
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Note 8. — Marsden, after referring to the ingenious frauds commonly 
related of Chinese traders, observes : “ In the long continued intercourse 
that has subsisted between the agents of the European Companies and 

the more eminent of the Chinese Merchants complaints on the 

ground of commerdal unfairness have been extremely rare» and on the 
contrary their^nsactions have been marked with die most perfi^ good 
faith and mul^l confidence.^ The favourable opinions of Chitn^ 
dealing among the nations on their frontiers^ as expressed to Wo6d and 
Bumes in Turkestan, and to Macleod and Richardson in Laos, have been 
quoted by me elsewhere in reference to the old classical reputation of 
the Seres for integrity. Indeed, Marco’s whole account of the people 
here might pass for an expanded paraphrase of the Latin commonplaces 
regarding the Seres. 

Note 0 . — Semedo and Martini in the 17th century give a yery 
similar account of the Lake Sihu, the parties of pleasure frequenting it, 
and their gay barges. {Semedo^ p. 20-21 ; Mart, p. 9.) 

Note 10. — Public carriages are still used in the great cities of the 
north, such as Treking. Possibly this is a revival. At one time car- 
riages appear to have been much more general in China than they were 
aftenvards, or are now. Semedo says they were abandoned in China 
just about the time that they were adopted in Euroi>e, viz., in the i6th 
century. And this disuse seems to have been either cause or effect of 
the neglect of the roads, of which so high an account is given in old 
times. (Semedo, p. 9 ; N, and Q, Ch, and Jap, I. 94.) 

Deguignes describes ‘the public carriages of Peking as “shaped Fke 
a palankin, but of a longer form, with a rounded top, lined outside and 
in with coarse blue cloth, and provided with black cushions” (I. 372). 
This corresponds with our authors description, and with a drawing by 
Alexander among his published sketches. The present Peking cab is 
evidently the same vehicle, but smaller. 

Note 11 . — The character of the King of Manzi here given corre- 
sponds to that which the Chinese histories assign to the Emperor Tut- 
song, in whose time Kublai commenceil his enterprise against Southern 
ChinOf but who died two years before the fall of the capital. He is 
described as given up to wine and women, and indifferent to all public 
business, which he committed to unworthy ministers. 

Note 12 . — The statement that the palace of Kingsse was occupied 
by the Great Kaan’s lieutenant seems to be inconsistent with the notice 
in Demailla that Kublai made it over to the Buddhist jwiests. 

Mr. H. Murray argues, from this closing passage especially, that 
Marco never could have been the author of the Kamusian interpola- 
tions ; but with this I cannot agree. Did this passage stand alone we 
might doubt if it were Marco’s ; but the interpolations must be considered 
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the present OM siM9>'aot>W.t^-:"tf^ 
conveyed of the niined walls and halfoldMiiiatied buildi&{{$ 
v^ies indeed pve the impression of a long interval tetweeeiiditir at»an- 
' donment and'the traveller’s visit, whilst the whole interval 1l>i^tw«iM the 
capture of the city and Polo’s departure from China was not tnore than 
15 br 16 years. But this is too vague a basis for theorismg. 

I have not been able to ascertain whether the site of the Sung Palace 
is known. Terliaps th^ enclosure at the N. W. part of the city, called 
in some accounts the^<* Manchu City,” may represent it. 

Before quitting Kinsay, the description of which forms the most 
stnking feature in Polo’s account of China, it is worth while to quote 
other notices from authors of nearly the same age. However exagge- 
rated some of these may be, there can be little doubt that it was the 
greatest city then existing in the world. 

jFriar Odoric (in China about 1324-27) : — “ Departing thence I came 
unto the city of Cans ay, a name which signifielh the ‘ City of Heaven.’ 
And ’tis the greatest city in the whole world, so great indeed that I 
should scarcely venture to tell of it, but that I have met at Venice 
people in plenty who have been there. It is a good hundred miles in 
compass, and there is not in it a span of ground which is not well 
peopled. And many a tenement is there which shall have 10 or 12 
households comprised in it. And there be also great suburbs which 
contain a greater population than even the city itself. .... This city 
is situated upon lagoons of standing water, with canals like the city of 
Venice. And it hath more than 12,000 bridges, on each of which are 
stationed guards, guarding the city on behalf of the Great Kaan. And 
at the side of this city there flows a river near which it is built, like 
Ferrara by the Po^for it is longer than it is broad,” and so on. {Cathay^ 
w^seqq) 

Tlie Archbishop of Soltania (circa 1330): — “And so vast is the 
number of people that the soldiers alone who are posted to keep ward 
in the city of Cambalec are 40,000 men by sure tale. And in the city 
of Cassay there be yet more, for its people is greater in number, seeing 
that it is a city of ver}'' great trade. And to this city all the traders of 
the country come to trade ; and greatly it aboundeth in all manner of 
merchandize.” {Ib. 244-5.) 

John Marignolli (in China 1342-47) : — “ Now Manzi is a country 
which has countless cities and nations included in it, past all belief to 

one who has not seen them And among the rest is that most 

famous city of Camp.say, the finest, the biggest, the richest, the most 
populous, and altogether the most marvellous city, the city of the greatest 
wealth and luxury, of the most splendid buildings (especially idol- 
temples, in some of which there are 1000 and 2000 monks dwelling 
together) that exists now upon the face of the earth, or mayhap that 
ever did exist” (//. p. 354.) 
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.y.; “ KHAMZiu'ig df'Chiij^ . ' 

Its shape is oblong, and the measurement of its perimeter is about 24 
parasangs. Its streets are paved widi burnt brick and with ^ne. 
The public edifices and the houses are built of wood, and adoihed 
with a profusion of paintings of exquisite elegance. Between one end 
of the city and the other there are three Yams (pOst-stationsy established. 
The length of the chief streets is three parasangs, and the city con- 
tains 64 quadrangles corresponding to one another in structure, and 
with parallel ranges of columns. The "salt excise brings in daily 
700 baiish in paper-money. The number of craftsmen is s6 great that 
32,000 are employed at the dyer^s art alone ; from that fact you may 
estimate the rest. There are in the city 70 tomans of soldiers and 70 
tomans of rayats, whose number is registered in the books of the Dewdn. 
There are 700 churches {Kalisid) resembling fortresses, and every one 
of them overflowing with presbyters without faith, and monks without 
religion, besides other officials, wardens, servants of the idols, and this, 
that, and the other, to tell the names of which would surpass number 
and space. All these are exempt from taxes of every kind. Four to- 
mans of the garrison constitute the night-patrol Amid the city 

there are 360 bridges, erected over canals ample as the Tigris, which 
are ramifications of the great river of Chin ; and different kinds of 
vessels and ferry-boats, adapted to every class, ply upon the waters in 
such numbers as to pa§s all powers of enumeration The con- 

course of all kinds of foreigners from the four quarters of the world, 
such as the calls of trade and travel bring together in a kingdom like this, 
may easily be conceived.” {Revised on Hammer's Translation^ p. 42-3.) 

The Persian \\ox\i Nuzliat-al-Kuhib : — “ Khinzai is the capital of the 
country of Mdchfn. If one may believe what some travellers say, there 
exists no greater city on the face of the earth ; but anyhow, all agree 
tliat it is the greatest in all the countries of the East. Inside the place 
is a lake which has a circuit of six parasangs, and all round which houses 
are built. . . . The population is so numerous that the watchmen are 
some T 0,000 in number.” {Qisat, Rash, p. Ixxxviii.) 

li\\e ArzXncyfoxk Masdlak-al-Absdr : — “Two routes lead from Khan- 
balik to Khinsa, one by land, the other by water ; and either way takes 
40 days. The city of Khinsd extends a whole day’s journey in length 
and half a day’s journey in breadth. In the middle of it is a street 
which runs right from one end to the other. The streets and squares 
are all paved ; the houses are five-storied (?), and are built with planks 
nailed together,” &c. {Ibid,) 

Ibn Batuta : — “ We arrived at the city of Khansa. . . . This city is 
the greatest I have ever seen on the surface of the earth. It is three 
days’ journey in length, so that a traveller passing through the city has 
to make his marches and his halts ! ... It is subdivided into six towns, 
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each of which has a separate enclosure, while one great wall surrounds 
the whole,” &c. {Cathay^ p. 496 segq) 

Let us conclude with a writer of a later age, the worthy Jesuit 
Martin Martini, the author of the Atlas Sheffsis, one whose honourable 
zeal to maintain Polo's verlicity, of which he was one of the first intelli- 
gent advocates, is apt, it must be confessed, a little to colour his own 
spectacles That the cosmographers of Europe may no longer make 
such ridiculous errors as to the Quinsai of Marco Polo, I will here give 
you the very place. (He then, explains the name.) . . . And to come 
to the point ; this is the very city that hath those bridges so lofty and 
so numberless, both within the walls and in the suburbs ; nor will they 
fall much short of the 10,000 which the Venetian alleges, if you count 
also the triumphal arches among the bridges, as he might easily do 
because of their analogous structure, just as he calls tigers /rWw; ... or 
if you will, he may have meant to include not merely the bridges in the 
city and suburbs, but in the whole of the dependent territory. In that 
case indeed the number which Europeans find it so hard to believe 
might well be set still higher, so vast is everywhere the number of 
bridges and of triumphal arches. Another point in confirmation is that 
lake which he mentions of 40 Italian miles in circuit. This exists under 
the name of Si/iu; it is not, indeed, as the book says, inside the walls, 
but lies in contact with them for a long distance on the west and south- 
west, and a number of canals drawn from it i/a enter the city. More- 
over, the shores of the lake on every side are so thickly studded with 
temples, monasteries, palaces, museums, and private houses, that you 
would suppose yourself to be passing through, the midst of a great city 
rather than a country scene. Quays of cut stone are built along the 
banks, affording a spacious promenade; and causeways cross the lake 
itself, furnLshed witli lofty bridges to allow of the passage of boats ; and 
thus you can readily walk all about the lake on this side and on that. 
Tis no wonder that Polo considered it to be part of the city. This, 
too, is the very city that hath within the walls, near the south side, a 
Mil called Ching-lwafigj* on which stands that tower with the watchmen, 
on which there is a clepsydra to measure the hours, and where each 
hour is announced by the exhibition of a placard, with gilt letters of a 
foot and a half in height. This is the very city the streets of which are 
paved with scpiared stones ; the city which lies in a swampy situation, 
and is intersected by a number of navigable canals ; this, in short, is 
the city from which the emperor escaped to seaward by the great river 
Tsien-tang, the breadth of which exceeds a German mile, flowing on 
the south of the city, exactly corresponding to the river described by 
the Venetian at Quinsai, and flowing eastward to the sea which it enters 
precisely at the distance which he mentions. I will add that the com- 
pass of the city will be 100 Italian miles and more, if you include its 


Sec the plan of the city. 
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vast suburbs, which run out on every side an enormous distance ; inso- 
much that you may walk for 50 Chinese U in a strai^t line from north 
to south, the whole way through crowded blocks of houses, and without 
encountering a spot that is nbt hill of dwellings and full of people ; 
whilst from east to west you can do very nearly the' same, thing.” {Atlas 
Sinensis, p. 99.) . - 


CHAPTER LXXVIII. 

Treating of the great Yearly Revenue that the Great Kaan 

HATH FROM KiNSAY. 

Now I will tell you about the great revenue which the 
Great Kaan draweth every year from the said city of Kinsay 
and its territory, which forms a- ninth part of the whole 
country of Manzi. 

First there is the salt, which brings in a great revenue. 
For it produces every year, in round numbers, fourscore 
lomans of gold ; and the toman is worth 70,000 saggi of 
gold, so that the total value of the fourscore tomans will be 
fivtf millions and six hundred thousand saggi of gold, each 
saggio being worth more than a gold florin or ducat ; in 
sooth, a vast sum of money I [[This province, you see, 
adjoins the ocean, on the shores of which are many lagoons 
or salt marshes, in which the sea-water dries up during the 
summer time ; and thence they extract such a quantity of 
salt as suflices for the supply of five of the kingdoms of 
Manzi besides this one.] 

Having told you of the revenue from salt, I will now 
tell you of that which accrues to the Great Kaan from the 
duties on merchandize and other matters. 

You must know that in this city and its dependencies 
they make great quantities of sugar, as indeed they do in 
the other eight divisions of this country ; so that I believe 
the whole of the rest of the world together does not pro- 
duce such a quantity, at least, if that be true wVhcb. many 
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people have told me ; and the sugar alone again produces 
an enormous revenue. — However, I will not repeat the 
duties on every article separately, bit tell you how they 
go in the lump. Well, all spicery pays three and a tliird 
per cent, on the value ; and all merchandize likewise pays 
three and a third per cent. [But sea-borne gohds from 
India and other distant ditintries pay ten per cent.] The 
rice-wine also makes a great return, and coals, of which 
there is a great quantity; and so do the twelve guilds of 
craftsmen that I told you of, with their 12,000 stations 
apiece, for every article they make pays duty. And the silk 
which is produced in such abundance makes an immense 
return. But why should I make a long story of it ? The 
silk, you must know, pays ten per cent., and many other 
articles also pay ten per cent. 

And you must know that Messer Marco Polo, who 
relates all this, was several times sent by the Great Kaan 
to inspect the amount of his customs and revenue from 
this ninth part of Manzi,* and he found it to be, exclusive 
of the salt revenue which we have mantioned already, 210 
tomans of gold, equivalent to 14,700,000 saggi of gold; 
one of the most enormous revenues that ever was heard of. 
And if the sovereign has such a revenue from one-ninth part 
of the country, you may judge what he must have from the 
vyhole of it ! However, to speak the truth, this part is the 
greatest and most productive; and because of the great' 
revenue that the Great Kaan derives from it, it is his 
favourite province, and he takes all the more care to watch 
it well, and to keep the people contented.* 

Now we will quit this city and speak of others. 

Note 1 . — Pauthier’s text seems to be the only one which says that 
Marco was sent by the Great Kaan. The G. Text says merely : “ Si 
qe jeo March Pol qe flusor foies hoi faire le conte de la rende de toics cestes 
causes," — ‘ had several times heard the calculation made.’ 

Note 2 . — Tfhnan is 10,000. And the first question that occurs in 
considering the statements of this chapter is as to the unit of these 
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tomans, as intended by Polo. I believe it to have been the tael {or 
Chinese ounce) of gold. 

We do not know thalf the Chinese ever made monetary calculations 
in gold. But the usual unit of the revenue accounts appears from Pau- 
thier’s extracts to have been the ting^ ue. a money of account equal to 
ten taels of silver, and we know (supra ch. 1 . note 4 ) that this was in 
those days the exact equivalent of one tael of gold. 

The equation in opr text is io,ooo^ s 70,000 saggi of gold, ^giving 

or the unit sought, » 7 saggi. But in both Ramusio on the one 
hand, and in the Geog. Latin and Crusca Italian texts on the other 
hand, the equivalent of the toman is 80,000 saggi; though it is true that 
neither with one valuation nor the other are the calculations consistent 
in any of the texts, except Ramusio’s.* This consistency does not give 
any greater weight to Ramusio’s reading, because we know that version 
to have been edited^ and corrected when the editor thought it necessaiy ; 
but 1 shall adopt his valuation, because we shall find other grounds for 
preferring it. The unit of the toman then is = 8 saggi. 

The Venice saggio was one-sixth of a Venice ounce. The Venice 
mark of 8 ounces I find stated to contain 3681 grains troy ;t hence the 
saggio =76 grains. But I imagine the term to be used by Polo here 
and in other Oriental computations, to express the Arabic miskdl, the 
real weight of which, according to Mr. Maskelyne, is 74 grains troy. 
The miskdl of gold was, as Polo says, something more than a ducat or 
sequin, indeed, weight for weight, it was to a ducat nearly as i’4 : i. 

Eight saggi or miskdls would be 592 grains troy. The tael is 580, 
and the approximation is as near as we can reasonably expect from a 
calculation in such terms. 

Taking the silver tael at 6 j. 7^., the gold tael, or rather the Hng^ 
would be = 3/. 5J. \od, ; the toman = 32,916/. 13J. 4//. ; and the whole 
salt revenue (80 tomans) = 2,633,333/. ; the revenue from other sources 
(210 tomans) = 6,912,500/,; total revenue from Kinsay and its pro- 
vince (290 tomans) = 9,545,833/. A sufficiently startling statement, 
and quite enough to account for the sobriquet of Marco Milioni. 

Pauthier, in reference to this chapter, brings forward a number of 
extracts regarding Mongol finance from the official history of that 
dynasty. The extracts are extremely interesting in themselves, but I 
cannot find in them that confirmation of Marco’s accuracy which M. 
Pauthier proclaims. 

First as to the salt revenue of Kiangch^, or the province of Kinsay. 
The facts given by Pauthier amount to these ; that in 1277, the year in 

* Pauthier*s MSS. A and B are hopelessly corrupt here. His MS, C agrees with 
the Geog. Text in making the toman = 70,000 saggi, but 210 tomws = 15,700,000, 
instead of 14,700,000. The Crusca and L^tin have 80,000 saggi in^the first place, 
but 15,700,000 in the second. Ramusio alone has 80,000 in the first place, and 
16,800,000 in the second. 

t Eng. Cyclop., “ Weights and Measures.” 
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which the Mongol salt department was organized, the manufacture of 
salt amounted to g2,i4Sym, or 22,115,520 k/Vos,; in 1286 it had reached 

450.000 j/V/, or 108,000,000 Mos,; in 1289 itCell off by 100,000 j/V/. 

The price was in 1277 18 /ia/ig or taels, in c/tao or paper-money of 

the years 1260-64 (see ch. xxiv., note 1 su/ra) ; in 1282 it was raised to 
22 taels; in 1284 a permanent and reduced price was fixed, the amount 
of which is not stated 

M. Pauthier assumes as means 400,000 at taels, which wilt give 

7.200.000 or at fix. 7^. to the tael, 2,370,000/. But this amount 
being in cAao or paper-currency, which at its highest valuation was worth 
only 50 per cent, of the nominal value of the notes, we must J^/ve the 
sum, giving the salt revenue on Pauthier’s assumptions = 1,185,000/. 

Pauthier has also endeavoured to present a table of the whole 
revenue of Kiangch^ under the Mongols, amounting to 12,955,710 
paper fae/s, or 2,132,294/., inciudingtho salt revenue. This would leave 
only 947,294/. for the other sources of revenue, but the fact is that 
several of these are left blank, and among others one so important as 
the sea-customs. However, even making the extravagant supposition 
that the sea-customs and other omitted items were equal in amount to 
the whole of the other sources of revenue, salt included, the total would 
be only 4,264,588/. 

Marco’s amount, as he gives it, is, I think, unquestionably a huge 
exaggeration, though I do not suppose an intentional one. In spite of 
his professed rendering of the amounts in gold, I have little doubt that 
his tomans really represent paper-currency, an^l that to get a valuation 
in gold, his total has to be divided at the very least by two. We may 
then compare his total of 290 tomans of paper ting, with Pauthier’s 
130 tomans of paper ting excluding sea-customs and some other items. 
No nearer comparison is practicable, and besides the sources of doubt 
already indicated, it remains uncertain what in either calculation are the 
limits of the province intended. For the bounds of Kiangchd seem to. 
have varied greatly, sometimes including and sometimes excluding Fokien* 

I may observe that Rashiduddin reports, on the authority of the 
Mongol minister Pulad Chingsang, that the whole of Manzi brought in 
a revenue of “ 900 tomans.” This Quatrembre renders “ nine million 
pieces of gold,” i>resumably meaning dinars. It is unfortunate that 
there should be uncertainty here again as to the unit. If it were the 
dinar the whole revenue of Manzi would be about 5,850,000/., whereas 
if the unit were, as in the case of Polo’s toman, the ting, the revenue 
would be nearly 30 millions sterling I 

Even in China a toman of some denomination of money near the 
dinar, appears to have been known in account. For Friar Odoric 
states the revenue of Yangchau in tomans of Balish, the latter unit being, 
as he explains, sum in paper-currency equivalent to a florin and .a half 
(or something more than a dinar) ; perhaps however only the Hang, (see 
V0I. I. D. 280). 
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CHAPTER LXXIX. 

) 

Of the City of Tanpiju and Others. 

When you leave Kinsay and travel a day’s journey to the 
south-east, through a plenteous region, passing a succession 
of dwellings and charming gardens, you reach the dty of 
Tanpiju, a great, rich, and fine city, under Kinsay. The 
people are subject to the Kaan, and have paper-money, and 
are Idolaters, and|^urn their dead in the way described 
before. They live by trade and manufactures and handi- 
crafts, and have all necessaries in great plenty and cheapness.' 

But there is no more to be said about it, so we proceed, 
and I will tell you of another city called Vuju at three days’ 
distance from Tanpiju. The people are Idolaters, &c., and 
the city is under Kinsay. They live by trade and manu- 
factures. 

Travelling through a succession of towns and villages 
that look like one continuous city, two days further on to 
the south-east, you find the great and fine city of Ghiuju 
which is under Kinsay. The people are Idolaters, &c. 
They have plenty of silk, and live by trade and handicrafts, 
and have all things necessary in abundance. At this city 
you find the largest and longest canes that are in all 
Manzi; they are full four palms in girth and 15 paces 
in length.* 

When you have left Ghiuju you travel four days S.E. 
through a beautiful country, in which towns and villages 
are very numerous. There is abundance of game both in 
beasts and birds ; and there are very large and fierce lions. 
After those four days you come to the great and fine city 
of Chanshan. It is situated upon a hill which divides 
the River, so that the one portion flows up country and the 
other down.* It is still under the government of Kinsay. 

* “ sus un mont qtte parte ie Fluniy qm ie unc moUU ala en stfs e V autne nioiiU 

enjus'^ (G. T.). 
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I should tell you that in all the country of Manzi they 
have no sheep, though they have beeves and kine, goats 
and kids and swine in abundance. The people are Idolaters 
here, &c. 

When you leave Changshan you travel three days 
through a very fine country with many towns and villages, 
traders and craftsmen, and abounding in game of all kinds, 
and arrive at the city of Cuju. The people are Idolaters, 
and live by trade and manufactures. It is a fine, noble, 
and rich city, and is the last of the goj|prnment of Kinsay 
in this direction.^ The other kingdonv which we now 
enter, called Fuju, is also one of the nine great divisions 
of Manzi as Kinsay is. 


Note 1, — The traveller's route proceeds from Kinsay or Hang chau 
southward to the mountains of P'okien, ascending the valley of the Tsien 
Tang River. I'he general line, directed as we shall see upon Kien- 
ningfu in Fokien, is clear enough, but some of the details are very 
obscure, owing partly to vague indications and partly to the excessive 
uncertainty in the reading of some of the proper names. 

No name resembling lanpiju (G. T., Tanpigui; Pauthier, Taepi^y^ 
Carpiguy, Capiguy; Ram., Tapinzu) belongs, so far as has yet been 
shown, to any considerable town in the position indicated. Both 
Pauthier and Mr. Kingsaiill will have it to be Shaohingfu, a large 
and busy town, compared by Fortune, as regards population, to Shanghai. 
But I cannot think the identification probable. Shaohing is across the 
broad river, and further down than Hang-chau ; it is distinctly out of the 
traveller's general direction ; and it seems unnatural that he should com- 
mence his journey by passing this wide river, and yet not mention it. 

I agree with Baldello in looking rather to Fuyang, on the same bank 
as Hangchau, and about 25 miles from it. Fuyang may not now be 
“ a great, rich, and fine city ; ” but we must remember, on one hand, 
that Polo squanders such epithets, and on the other that the river towns, 
in the vicinity of a centre of trade and population so vast as Kinsay was, 
probably were greater and richer than now when trade is more diffused. 
Mr. Fortune also favours this identification, remarking that the de- 
scription of the country given does not apply to Shaohing. No name 
however like Tanpiju (Tang-pe-chau ? city north of the Tsien Tang?) is 
traceable to Fuyang.* 

* C^e of the Hien^ forming the special district of Hangchau itself, is now called 
and was formerly called Tang-wei-tang, But it embraces the eastern 
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Notk 2. — (Jhekiang produces bamboos more abundantly than any 
province of Eastern China. Dr. Medhurst mentions meeting, on the 
waters near Hangchau, wijh numerous rafts of bamboos, one of which 
was one-third of a mile in length (Glance at Int, of China^ p. 53). 

With reference to the next paragraph I may add that Fortune speaks 
of this valley in approaching Kiu>chau, as “one vast and beautiful 
garden ” (II. 141). 

Notk 3. — Assumiiig Tanpiju to be Fuyang, the remaining places as 
far as the Fokien Frontier run thus : — 

3 days to Vuju (P. Vugui^ G. T. Vugui^ Vuigui^ Ram. Uguiu), 

2 ,, to Ghiuju (P. Guiguyt G. T. Ghingui, Ghmgui^ Chmguu Ram. Gengui)^ 

4 ,, to Chanshan (P. Ciancian^ G. T. Cianutan, Ram. ZengutH), 

3 „ to Cujtt or Chnjtt' (P. Ciuguy^ G. T. Cugui^ Ram. Giezeii. 

First as regards Chamhan^ which, with the notable circumstances about 
the waters there, constitutes the key to the route, I extract the following 
remarks from a note which Mr. Fortune has kindly sent me : “ When we 
get to Chanshan the proof as to the route is very strong: This is un- 
doubtedly my Changshan. The town is near the head of the Green 
River (the Tsien Tang) which flows in a N.E. direction and falls into 
the Bay of Hangchau. At Changshan the stream is no longer navigable 
even for small boats. Travellers going west or south-west walk or are 
carried in sedan-chairs across country in a westerly direction for about 
30 miles to a town named Yukshan. Here there is a river which flows 
westward (‘ the other half goes down '), taking the traveller rapidly in 
that direction, and passing en route the towns of Kwansinfu, Hokov*^ or 
Hokeu, and onward to the Poyang Lake.” From the careful study of 
Mr. Fortune’s published narrative I had already arrived at the conclusion 
that this was the correct explanation of the remarkable expressions about 
the division of the waters, which are closely analogous to those used by 
the traveller in ch. Ixii. of this book when speaking of the watershed of 
the Great Canal at Sinjumatu. Paraphrased the words might run : “At 
Changshan you reach high ground, which interrupts the continuity of the 
River ; from one side of this ridge it flows up country towards the north, 
from the other it flows down towards the south.” The expression “The 
River ” will be elucidated in note 4 to ch. Ixxxii. below. 

This portage from Changshan to Yukshan was passed by the English 
and Dutch embassies in the end of last century, on their journeys from 
Hangchau to Canton, and by Mr. Fortune on his way from Ningpo to 
the Bohea country of Fokien. It is probable that Polo made this journey . 
in great part by water, and that this leads him to notice the interruption 
of the navigation. His time, ten days from Hangchau to Changshan, 
agrees well with Fortune’s experience, for the latter, as well as I can 


part of the district, and can, I think, have nothing to do with Tanpiju (see Biot^ 
p. 257, and Chin, Repos, for Feb. 1842, p. 109). 



stagies are .difficult to determine. As regards the 
Q^te/mtem% the besi i(kntii;|cations would be Vugui with Yemhtu^ 
and’Ghiugui or Chenguy with But in that case we must 

suppose that they had changed places in the traveller’s memory. For it 
was Kinhwafu, as Pauthier has observed, which bore at this time the 
name of Wuchau which Polo would write as Vidgiu, 

From the head of the great Chekiang valley I find two roads across 
the mountains into Fokien described. 

One leads from Kiangshan (not Changshan) by a town called Chinghu 
and then, nearly due south, across the mountains to Puching in Upper 
Fokien. This is specified by Martini (p. 113) : it seems to have been 
followed by the Dutch Envoy, Van Hoorn, in 1665 (see Astley^ III. 463), 
and it was travelled by Fortune on his return from the Bohea country to 
Ningpo ( 11 . 247, 271). 

The other route follows the portage spoken of above from ChangskaN 
to Yukshan, and descends the river on that side to Hokcu^ whence 
it strikes south-east across the mountains to Tsung-ngan-hien in Fokien. 
This route was followed by Fortune on his way to the Bohea country. 

Both from Puching on the former route, and from near Tsung-ngan 
on the latter, the waters are navigable down to Kienningfu and so to 
Fuchau. 

Mr. Fortune judges the first to have been Polo's route. There does 
not however seem to be on this route any place that can be identified 
with his Cuju or Chuju. Chinghu seems to be insignificant and the 
name has no resemblance. On the other route followed by Mr. Fortune 
himself from that side we have Kwansinfu, Hokeu^ Yenshan, and (last 
town passed on that side) Chuchu, The latter, as to both name and 
position, is quite satisfactory, but it is described as a small poor town. 
Hokeu^oyM. be represented in Polo’s spelling as Caghiu or Cughiu. It 
is now a place of great population and importance as the entrepot of 
the Black Tea Trade, but not being even a hien it has no place either in 
Duhalde or in Biot, and I cannot learn its age. 

It is no objection to this line that Polo speaks of Cuju or Chuju as 
the last city of the government of Kinsay, whilst the towns just named 
are in Kiangsi. For Kiangchk^ the province of Kinsay, then included 
the eastern part of Kiangsi (see Cathay, p. 270). 

Pauthier makes Vuju = Kinhwa, Ghiuju = Kiuchau, and then carries 
the traveller off to the east, making Cianscian = Suichanghien and Ciugui 
= Chu-chau-fu ; very circuitous and missing the key of the whole line at 
Changshan. «> 

Martini makes Cugui = Kiu-chau, but this involves the traveller’s 
retrogression from Changshan. 
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CrfAPTEIt'lXXX.. 

Concerning the Kingdom of Fuju. 

On leaving Cuju, which is the last city of the kingdom of 
Kinsay, you enter the kingdom of Fuju, and travel six days 
in a south-easterly direction through a country of mountains 
and valleys, in which are a number of towns and villages 
with great plenty of victuals and abundance of game. 
Lions, great and strong, are also very numerous. The 
country produces ginger and galingale in immense quantities, 
insomuch that for a Venice groat you may buy fourscore 
pounds of good fine-flavoured ginger. They have also 
a kind of a fruit resembling saffron, and which serves the 
purpose of saffron just as well* 

And you must ’ know the people eat all manner of 
unclean things, even the flesh of a man, provided he has 
not died a natural death. So they look out for the bodies 
of those that have been put to death and eat their flesh, 
which they consider excellent.* 

Those who go to war in those parts do as I am going 
to tell you. They shave the hair off the forehead and 
cause it to be painted in blue like the blade of a glaive. 
They all go afoot except the chief ; they carry spears and 
swords, and are the most savage people in the world, for 
they go about constantly killing people, whose blood they 
drink, and then devour the bodies.^ 

Now I will quit this and speak of other matters. You 
must know then that after going three days out of the six 
that I told you of you come to the city of Kelinfu, a very 
great and noble city, belonging to the Great Kaan. This 
city hath thrfe stone bridges which are among the finest 
and best in the world. They are a mile long and some 
nine paces in width, and they are all decorated with rich 
marble columns. Indeed they are such fine and marvellous 
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works that to build any one of them must have cost a 
treasure.^ 

The people live by trade and minufactures, and have 
great store of silk [which they weave into various stuffs], 
and of ginger and galingale.* [They also make much cotton 
cloth of dyed thread, which is sent all over Manzi.] Their 
women are particularly beautiful. And there is a strange 
thing there which I needs must tell you. You must 
know they have a kind of fowls which have no feathers, but 
hsur only, like a cat’s fur.® They are black all over ; they 
lay eggs just like our fowls, and are very good to eat. 

In the other three days of the six that I have mentioned 
above,’ you continue to meet with many towns and villages, 
with traders, and goods for sale, and craftsmen. The people 
have much silk, and are Idolaters, and subject to the Great 
Kaan. There is plenty of game of all kinds, and there are 
great and fierce lions which attack travellers. In the last 
of those three days’ journey, when you have gone 15 miles 
you find a city called Unkex, where there is an immense 
quantity of sugar made. From this city the Great Kaan 
gets all the sugar for the use of his Court, a quantity worth 
a great amount of money. [And before this city came 
under the Great Kaan these people knew not how to make 
fine sugar ; they only used to boil and skim the juice, which 
when cold left a black paste. But after they came under 
the Great Kaan some men of Babylonia who happened to be 
at the Court proceeded to this city and taught the people 
to refine the sugar with the ashes of certain trees.*] 

There is no more to say of the place, so now we shall 
speak of the splendour of Fuju. When you have gone 15 
miles from the city of Unken, you come to this noble city 
which is the capital of the kingdom. So we will now tell 
you what we know of it. ♦ 


. Note 1. — The vague description does not suggest the root turmeric 
with which Marsden and Pauthier identify this “ fruit like saffron.” It 
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is probably one of the species of Gardenia^ the fruits of which are used 
by the Chinese for their colouring properties. Their splendid yellow 
colour “ is due to a body ]|anied crocine which appears to be identical 
with the polychroite of saffron.*' (Hanburys Notes on Chinese Mat 
Medica^ p. 21-22.) For this identification, I am indebted to Dr. 
Flixckiger of Ilem. 

Note 2. — See note 7 to Bk. I. ch. Ixi. 

Note 3 . — ^These particulars as to a race of painted or tattooed 
caterans accused of cannibalism apparently apply to some aboriginal tribe 
which still maintained its ground in the mountains between Fokien and 
Chekiang or KiangsL Davis, alluding to the Upper part of the Province 
of Canton, says : The Chinese History speaks of the aborigines of this 
wild region under the name of M&n (Barbarians), who within a com- 
paratively recent period were subdued and incorporated into the Middle 
Nation. Many persons have remarked a decidedly Malay cast in the 
features of the natives of this province ; and it is highly probable that 
the Canton and Fokien people were originally the same race as the 
tribes which still remain unreclaimed on the east side of Formosa” 
(Supply. VoL p. 260). Indeed Martini tells us that even in the 17th 
century this very range of mountains, farther to the south, in the Tingchau 
department of F'okien, contained a race of uncivilized people who were 
enabled by the inaccessible character of the country to maintain their in- 
dependence of the Chinese Government (p. 1 14 ; see also Semedo, p. 19). 

Note 4 . — Padre Martini long ago pointed out that this Qjuelinfu is 
Kienningfu, on the uppfer part of the Min River, an important city of 
Fokien. In the Fokien dialect he notices that / is often substituted for 
«, a well-known instance of which is Liampoo^ the name applied by 
F. M. Pinto and the old Portuguese to Ningpo. 

In Ramusio the bridges are only each more than 100 paces long and 
8 paces wide.” In Pauthier’s text each is a mile long, and 20 feet wide. 
I translate from the G. T. 

Martini describes one beautiful bridge at Kienningfu ; the piers of cut 
stone, the superstructure of timber, roofed in and lined with houses on 
each side (p. 1 1 2-1 13). 

Note 5. — Galang^a or Galangal is an aromatic root belonging to 
a class of drugs once much more used than now. It exists of two kinds. 
I. Great or Java Galangal^ the root of the Alpinia Galanga, This is 
rarely imported and hardly used in Europe in modern times, but is 
still found in the Indian Bazars. 2. Lesser or China Galangal is im- 
ported into London from Canton and is still sold by druggists in England. 
Its botanical ori^n is unknown. It is produced in Shansi, Fokien, and 
Kwantung, and is called by the Chinese Liang Kiang or “ Mild Ginger.” 

Galangal was much used as a spice in the middle ages. In a syrup 
for a capon, temp. Rich. II., we find ground-ginger, cloves, cinnamon 
and galingale. “ Galingalc ” appears also as a growth in old English 
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gardens, but this is believed to have been Cypcrus JLongus^ the tubers ol 
*which were substituted for the real article under the name of English 
Galingal^. | . 

The name appears to be a modification of the Arabic and 

' to be originally fiom the Sanskrit (Mr, ChitiA^ 

Guidey lao; Eng. CycL; Gardasy £ 63; Wri^y p. 35a.) 

Note 6. — The cat in question is no doubt the fleecy Persian* These 
fowls, but white, are mentioned by Odoric at Fuchau ; and Martini speaks 
of such a breed in Ssechuen. I believe they are well known to poultry- 
fanciers in Europe. 

Note 7. — ^The times assigned in this chapter as we h^Ve given them 
after *the G. Text appear very short; but I have followed that text 
because it is perfectly consistent and clear, though possibly wrong. 
Starting from the last city of Kinsay government the traveller goes 
6 days south-east ; three out of those 6 days bring him to Kelinfu ; he 
goes on the other three days and at the 15th mile of the 3rd day reaches 
Unken ; 15 miles further bring him to Fuju. 

In PauthiePs text again we find : “ Sachiez que quand on est ale six 
joum^es aprbs ces trois que je vous ay dit, on treuve la ate de QuellfuJ* 
And on leaving Quelinfu : “ Sachiez que es autres trois journtfes oultre 
et plus XV. milles treuve Pen une cite qui a nom Vugueny This seems 
to mean from Cugui to Kelinfu 6 days, and thence to Vuguen (or Unken) 
3 J days more. But evidently there has been interference with the text, for 
the es autre trois jour files belongs to the same conception of the distance 
as that in the G. T. Pauthier’s text does not say how far it is from Unken 
to Fuju. Ramusio makes 6 days to Kelinfu, 3 days more to Unguem, and 
then 15 miles more to Fuju (which he has erroneously as Cangiu), 

The latter scheme looks probable certainly, but the times in the G. T. 
are not impossible if we suppose that water conveyance was adopted 
where possible. Indeed without the use of this, even Ramusio’s days 
would be much too scant allowance. 

• But assuming that Cugiu was Fortune’s Chuchu at the western base 
of the Bohea mountains (see note 3 , ch. Ixxix.), and that the traveller 
reached Tsun-ngan-hien in 2 marches, I see that from Tsin-tsun near 
Tsun-ngan-hien Fortune says he could have reached Fuchau in 4 days 
by boat. Again Martini, speaking of the skill with which the Fokien 
boatmen navigate the rocky rapids of the upper waters, says that even 
from Fucking the descent to the capital could be made in three days. 
So the thing is quite possible, and the G. Text may be quite correct (see 
Fortune 11. 171-183 and 210; Mart. no). 

Note 8. — Pauthier supposes Unken, or Vuguen as he reads it, to be 
HukwaUy one of the Mens under the immediate administration of Fuchau 
city. It may be so, but the evidence for the place intended being 
15 miles from th^’ chief city is strong. The only place which the maps 
show about that position is Mingtsing Men. And the Dutch mission of 
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1664-5 names this as JBinkin, by some called Min-sing.** (Asf/ey, III, 
461.) 

The Babylonia of the passage from Ramusio is Cairo, Babylon of 
Egypt, the sugar of which was very £imous in the middle ages. Zucchero 
di Bambellmia is repeatedly named in Pegolotti’s Handbook (210, 311, 
36*,&fc). ' 

The passage as it stands represents the Chinese as not knowing even 
how to get sugar in the granular form ; but perhaps the &ct was that 
they did not know how to refine it It is a curious illustration of the 
passage that in India coarse sugar is commonly called CAini, “ the pro- 
duce of China,” and sugar candy or fine sugar Misri, the produce 
of Cairo {BaSylomd} or Egypt Nevertheless the finest Misri belong 
been exported from China. 


CHAPTER LXXXI. 

Concerning the Greatness of the City of Fuju. 

Now this city of Fuju is the key of the. kingdom which 
is called Chonka, and which is one of the nine great divi- 
sions of Manzi.’ The city is a seat of great trade and 
great manufactures. The people are Idolaters and subject 
to the great Kaan. And a large garrison is maintained 
there by that prince to keep the kingdom in peace and 
subjection. For the city is one which is apt to revolt on 
very slight provocation. 

There flows through the middle of this city a great 
river, which is about a mile in width, and many ships are 
built at the city which are launched upon this river. 
Enormous quantities of sugar are made there, and there 
is a great traffic in pearls and precious stones. For many 
ships of India come to these parts bringing many merchants 
who traffic about the Isles of the Indies.* For this city is, 
you see, in the vicinity of the Ocean Port of Zayton, 
which is greatly frequented by the ships of India with their 
cargoes of various merchandize ; and from Zayton the 
vessels pass on to the city of Fuju by the river I have told 
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you of; and ‘tis in this way that the precious wares of In«lia 

come hither.* j 

The city is really a fine one and kept in good order, 
and all necessaries of life are there to be had in great 
abundanctf and cheapness. 

Note 1 . — The name here applied to Fokien by Polo is variously 
written as C/wnc/iUj C/ionka, Coru/ia^ Chouka, It has not been satisf.ic- 
torily explained. Klaproth and Neumann refer it to Kiangche^ of whic h 
Fokien at one time of the Mongol rule formed a part. This is the more 
impr^able as Polo expressly distinguishes this province or kingdom 
from that which was under Kinsay, viz. Kiangcht^. Pauthier supposes 
the word to represent Kiett-Kwcy “ the Kingdom of Kien,” because in 
the 8th century this territory had formed a principality of which the 
seat was at Kien-c/iauy now Kienningfu. This does not seem very 
probable either. 

One might suppose that Choncha represented the proper name of 
the city of Zayton, or district attached to it, written by the French 
Tksiuan tchtu^ but by Medhurst ChwancheWy whilst Semedo says that 
Fokien was sometimes called by this name {ChincheOy as he writes it), 
were it not that Polo’s practice of writing the term tchht or chau by giu 
is so nearly invariable, and that the soft ch is almost always expressed in 
the old texts by the Italian ci (though the Venetian does use the soft ch). 

It is again impossible not to be struck Vith the resemblance of 
Chonka to “ Chung-kw£ ” “ the Middle Kingdom,” though I can give no 
ground for the application of such a title specially to Fokien. Chonkive 
occurs in the Persian Historia Cathaica published by Muller, but is there 
specially applied to Nv^th China (see Quat Rashid, p. Ixxxvi.). 

The city of course is Fuchau. It was visited also by Friar Odoric 
who calls it Fuzo^ and it appears in duplicate on the Catalan Map as 
Fugio and as Fozo. 

Note 2. — The Min, the River of Fuchau, “ varies much in width and 
depth. Near its mouth, and at some other parts, it is not less than 
a mile in width, elsewhere deep and rapid.” It is navigable for ships of 
large size 20 miles from the mouth, and for good-sized junks thence to 
the great bridge which connects the Fuchau suburb of Nantai with the 
Island of Chungchau. The scenery is very fine, and is compared to 
that of the Hudson. {Fortune^ I. 281 ; Chin. Repos. XVI. 483.) 

The River flows entirely to the south of the city and not through 
the middle of it But I susp^t that par le mi de ceste cite is not meant 
to be literaL 

There is still a great deal of sugar grown and made about Fuchau ; 
indeed nearly all the fine Chinese sugar candy is produced in Fokien. 

Note 3 . — ^Thfe G. T. reads Caiton^ presumably for ^aiton or Zayton. 
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In Pauthier’s text, in the following chapter, the name of Zayton is written 
Ration and ^ayton, and the name of that port appears in^the same form 
in the Letter of its Bishof Andrew of Perugia quoted in note 2, chap. 
Ixxxii. Pauthier however In this place reads Kayteu which he developes 
into a port at the mouth of the River Min, probably imaginary. The 
Geog. Text, which I have followed here, is perfectly intelligible and 
consistent. First the Traveller speaks of the ships of the Indies as if 
coming direct to Fuchau ; then he explains more accurately that from 
the vicinity of this city to the Great Port of Zayton the India ships which 
enter the latter either come on afterwards to Fuchau or transfer part 
of their cargoes to vessels which do come thither. 


CHAPTER LXXXII. 

Of the City and great Haven of Zayton. 

Now when you quit Fuju and cross the River, you travel 
for live days south-east through a fine country, meeting 
with a constant succession of flourishing cities, towns, and 
villages, rich in every product. You travel by mountains 
and valleys and plains, and in some places by great forests 
in which are many of the trees which give Camphor.* 
There is plenty of game on the road, both of bird and 
beast. The people are all traders and craftsmen, subjects 
of the Great Kaan, and under the government of Fuju. 
When you have accomplished those five days’ journey you 
arrive at the very great and noble city of Zayton, which 
is also subject to Fuju. 

At this city you must know is the Haven of Zayton, 
frequented by all the ships of India, which bring thither 
spicery and all other kinds of costly wares. It is the port 
also that is frequented by all the merchants of Manzi, for 
hither is imported the most astonishing quantity of goods 
and of precious stones and pearls, and from this they are 
distributed all over Manzi. And I assure you that for one 
shipload of pepper that goes to Alexandria or elsewhere, 
destined for Christendom, there come a hundred such. 
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aye arid more too, to this haven of Zaytonj -for it is one of 
the two ^eftest haveris in the world for commerce.* 

The .Gi-ef^t jCaan derives a ve^ Arge .revenue* from the 

for yott must know thud 
^hfaU the iridudin^ precious 'stories , 

'and pearly' he; levies - a -dhty of ten per cent., or iii other' 
words' takes tithe of everything. Then ^^n the ship's 
chaf^ fbr freight on small wades' is 30 per Cerit., on pepper 
44 per cent.^ and on Hgnaloes, saridalwood',^and other bulky 
goods 40 per cent. ; so that between freight and the Kaan’s 
duties the merchant has to pay . a good half the value of his 
investment [though on the other half he makes such a 
profit that he is always glad to come back with a. new 
supply of merchandize]. But you may well believe from 
what I have said that the Kaan hath a vast revenue from 
this city. 

There is great abundance here of all provision for every 
necessity of man’s life. [It is a charming country, and the 
people are very quiet, and fond of an easy life. Many 
come hither from Upper India to have their bodies painted 
with the needle in the way we have elsewhere described, 
there being many adepts at this craft in the city.*] 

Let me tell you also that in this province there is a 
town called Tyunju, where they make vessels of porcelain 
of all sizes, the finest that can be imagined. They make it 
nowhere but in that city, and thence it is exported all over 
the world. Here it is abundant and very cheap, insomuch 
that for a Venice groat you can buy three dishes so fine 
that you could not imagine better.^ 

I should tell you that in this city they have a peculiar 
dialect. [For you must know that throughout all Manzi 
they employ one language and one kind of writing only, but 
yet there are local differences of dialect, as you might say 
of Genoese, MUanese, Florentines, and Neapolitans, who 
though they speak different dialects can understand one 
another.*] <’ 



Chap. LXXXII. THE CITY AND HAVEN OF ZAYTON, . I87 

And I assure you the G^eat Kaan has as large cukoms 
and revenues from this kingdom of Chohka as'irom Kinsay, 
aye and more too.® * . 

, We have now apokeh of i?ut ^r^. o^t . of the nine 
.;1^isgdoms pf tQ*%wit- 

could, tell ydu .^bout th<i if ^0^4 l 

long aJjusinessi so we will ^ay ‘ntb,mure>^put theijn,.'^ 4 
' And now ^u have all the truth 'abQut pidfi^f 
and Manzi and many other countries, as has been set down 
iii this Book; the customs of the people and the various 
objects of comn^erce, the beasts and birds, the gold and 
silver and precious - stones, and many other matters have 
been rehearsed to you. But our Book as yet does not 
contain nearly that we purpose to put therein. For we 
have still to tell you all about the people of India and the 
notable things of that country, which are well worth the 
describing, for they are marvellous indeed. What we shall' 
tell is all true, and without any lies. And we shall set 
down all the particulars in writing just as Messer Marco 
Polo related them. And he well knew the facts, for he 
remained so long in India, and enquired so diligently into 
the manners and peculiarities of the nations, that I can 
assure you there never was a single man before who learned 
so much and beheld so much as he did. 


Note 1. — ^The Laurtts (or Cinnamomum) Camphora, a large timber 
tree, grows abundantly in Fokien. A description of the manner in which 
camphor is produced at a very low cost, by sublimation from the chopped 
twigs, &C., will be found in ^'sLettres Edifiantes, XXIV. 19 seqq.; and 
more briefly in Hedde by Rmdot, p. 35. Fokien alone has been known 
to send to Canton in one year 4000 pekuls (of 133^ lbs. each), but the 
average is 2500 to 3000 (Ib.). 

Note 2. — ^When Marco says Zayton is one of the two greatest com- 
mercial ports in the world, I know not if he has another haven in his 
eye, or is only using an idiom of the age. For in like manner Friar 
Odoric calls Java “ the second best of all Islands that exist f and Kansan 
(or Shensi) the “ second best province in the world, and the best popu- 
VOL. II. O 
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lated." But apart from any such idiom Ibn Batuta pronounces Zayton 
to be the greatest haven in the world. 

Martini relates that when one of the Emperors wanted to make war on 
Japan, the Province of Fokien offered to bridge the interval with their 
vessels ! 

Zayton, as Martini and Deguignes conjectured, is Thsiuan-chau-fu, 
or as it is oftener called in our Maps Chinchau, in Fokien, about 90 
miles in a straight line S.W. of Fuchau. Klaproth asserts that the name 
by which it was known to the Arabs and other ^Westerns was a corrup- 
tion of an old Chinese name, Tseuthung. 

Abulfeda had evidently heard the real name of Zayton, which he gives 
as Shanju. Zaitun commended itself to Arabian ears, being the Arabic 
for an Olive-tree (whence Jerusalgn is sometimes called ZaMnija), but 
the corruption must be of very old date, as the city appears to have 
received its present name in the 7th or 8th century. 

Rashiduddin tells us that Zayton was at one time the seat of the 
or Great Provincial Government, which was afterwards transferred to 
F'uchau. * 

Zayton was, as we see from this chapter and the 2nd and 5th of 
Book III., in that age the great port of communication with India and 
.the Islands. From Zayton sailed Kublafs expeditions against Japan 
and Java, and to Zayton returned his Missions with the tribute or curio- 
sities of distant countries less refractory than tho.se two. From Zayton 
Marco Polo seems to have sailed on his return to the West, as did 
John Marignolli some half-century later. At Zayton too Ibn Batuta first 
landed in China. In the 14th century Zayton became the seat of a 
Latin Bishopric and of three Franciscan Houses, to one of which was 
attached a Fondaco or factory for Frank merchants. 

When the Portuguese in the i6th century recovered China to Eu- 
ropean knowledge, they no longer used the name of Zayton, though the 
port in question was well known and frequented by them under the name 
of Chincheo, Still the old name was not extinct among the mariners of 
Western Asia. Giovanni d’Empoli in 1515, writing about China from 
Cochin, says : “ Ships carry spices thither from these parts. Every year 
there go thither from Sumatra 60,000 cantars of pepper, and 15,000 or 
20,000 from Cochin and Malabar, worth 15 to 20 ducats a cantar; 
besides ginger (?), mace, nutmegs, incense, aloes, velvet, European gold- 
wire, coral, woollens, &c. The Grand Can is the King of China, and he 
dwells at Zeiton.” Giovanni hoped to get to Zeiton before he died. 
Also the way in which Botero in the latter part of the century speaks 
of Zayton as between Canton and Liampo (Ningpo), standing in 30-J 
N. lat. (this indeed is 5° too much), and exporting immense quantities 
of porcelain, salt, and sugar, shows that he had distinct information as 
to the, place. He likewise says elsewhere that ‘‘all the moderns note 
the port of Zaiton between Canton and Liampo.” Yet I know no other 
modem allusion but Empoli's, which was printed only a few years ago. 
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Andrew of Perugia, a Franciscan, who was Bishop of Zayton in 1326, 
styles it “ a great city on the shores of the Ocean Sea, which is called 
i/t the Persian tongue Qaytcpi and speaks incidentally of the Genoese 
mercjiants frequenting it. ' John Marignolli, who was there about 1347, 
calls it “ a wondrous fine sea-port, and^a city of incredible size, where our 
Minor Friars have three very fine churches; .... and they have a bath 
also, and a fondaco which serves as a depot for alllihe merchants.” Ibn 
Batuta about the same time says : “ The first city that I reached after 
crossing the sea was Zaitun It is a great city, superb in- 

deed ; and in it they make damasks of velvet as well as those of satin 
{Kimkhd and Atlds)^ which are called from the name of the city Zaitu- 
niah; they are superior to the stuffs of Khansi and Khdnbdlik. The 
harbour of Zaitiin is one of the greatest in the world — I am wrong ; it 
is the greatest ! I have seen there about an hundred first-class junks 
together ; as for small ones, they were past counting. The harbour is 
formed by an estuary which runs inland from the sea until it joins the 
Great* River.” And the Turkish Geography quoted by Klaproth observes 
that the city “ has been famous even beyond Alexandria ; a great number 
of ships come thither from India and from Cathay, and take in cargoes 
of silk and sugar. In old times they used to sell sugar in this country 
in shinSf like honey ^ not knowing hoiv to refine it; more recently they have 
learned this arti (Compare with Marco’s statement in chap. Ixxx.) 

' Martini, in the first half of the lyth century, describes the city as 
delightfully situated on a promontory between two branches of the 
estuary which forms the harbour, and these so deep that the largest 
ships could come up to the walls on either side. A great suburb, 
Loyang, lay beyond the northern water, connected with the city by the 
most celebrated bridge in China. Unless the river is greatly deteriorated, 
this account could only apply in high tides. At least Collinson’s Chart 
in some points below the town gives only li fathom. 

I regret to say that my endeavours to procure any recent informa 
tion regarding this city have failed, and even in the Admiralty Chart o 
the harbour there is no indication of the fonq or exact position of the 
city. It is not a Tfbaty Port, and our merchants seem to know littlt 
about it. It is said that the native merchants of Chinchau are ver) 
anxious to participate in foreign commerce. 

Zayton, we have seen from Ibn Batuta’s report, was famed for rich 
satins called ZaMniah. I have suggested in another work {Cathay, p. 
486) that this may be the origin of our word Satin, through the Zettani 
of medieval Italian (or Aceytuni of medieyal Spanish). And I am more 
strongly disposed to support this, seeing that Francisque-Michel in con- 
sidering the origin of Satin hesitates between Satalin from Satalia in 
Asia Minor and Soudanin from the Soudan or. Sultan ; neither half so 
probable as Zaituni. I may add that in a French list of charges of 1352 
we find the intermediate form Zaton\\ Satin in the modern form occurs 
in Chaucer : — 
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“ In Surrie whilom dwelt a compagnie 
Of chapmen rich, and therto sad and trewe, 

That wide where senten their spicerie, 

Clothes of gold, and satins ricne of hewe.” 

{Man of Lojo^s Tale^ st. 6.) 

{Rkherches^ &c., II. 229 segq,; Martini^ circa p. 116; Klaproth^ 
Mem. 11. 209-10 j Cathay^ cxciii, 268, 223, 355, 486; Emfoli in Ap- 
pend. vol. III. 87 to Archivio Storico Italiano; Botero^ Rel. Univ. pp. 97, 
228 ; Dattet d*Arcq, p. 342.) 

Note 3. — These tattooing artists were probably employed mainly 
by mariners frequenting the port. We do not know if the Malays 
practised tattooing before their conversion to Islam. But most Indo- 
Chinese races tattoo, and the Japanese still “have the greater part of 
the body and limbs scrolled over with bright-blue dragons, and lions and 
tigers, and figures of men and women, tattooed into their skins with the 
most artistic and elaborate ornamentation.” (A /cock, I. 191.) Probably 
the Arab sailors also indulged in the same kind of decoration. It is 
common among Arab women now, and Della Valle speaks of it as in 
his time so much in vogue among both sexes through Egypt, Arabia, 
and Babylonia, that he had not been able to escape. (I. 395.) 

Note 4. — The divergence in Ramusio’s version is here very notable : 
“ The River which enters the Port of Zayton is great and wide, running 
with great velocity, and is a branch of that which flows by the city of 
Kinsay. And at the place where it quits the main channel is the 
city of Tingui, of which all that is to be sajd is that there they make 
porcelain basins and dishes. The manner of making j^orcelain was 
thus related to him. They excavate a certain kind of earth, as it were 
from a mine, and this they heap into great piles, and then leave it undis- 
turbed and exposed to wind, rain, and sun for 30 or 40 years. In this 
space of time the earth becomes sufficiently refined for the manufacture 
of porcelain ; they then colour it at their discretion, and bake it in a 
furnace. Those who excavate the clay do so always therefore for their 
sons and grandsons. The articles are so cheap inpthat city that you -get 
8 bowls for a Venice groat.” 

Pauthier’s text places the town of Tyungui not merely in the pro- 
vince, but “ near to Zayton.” And he identifies it with a place called 
Tekhwa in the territory of Yungchun, and some 30 miles N.W. of 
Thsiuanchau, at which, according to the Imperial Geography, there 
was in ancient times a manufacture of white porcelain vases, the best of 
which were much sought after. It is possible that Tyungui represents 
Yungchun. 

Ibn Batuta speaks of porcelain as manufactured at Zayton ; indeed 
he says positively (and wrongly), “ Porcelain is made nowhere in China 
except in the cities of Zaitun and Sinkalan” (Canton). China ware in 
n^u^dem time^ is made in Fokien and Canton provinces, but only of a 
very ordinary kind. Pakwiha, between Amoy and Changchau, is men- 
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tioned as now the place where the coarse blue ware, so largely exported 
to India, &c., is largely manufactured. (Chin, Comm. Guide^ p. 114.) 

Looking however to the tRamusian interpolations, it is possible that 
Murray is right in supposing the place intended to be really King-te-ching 
in Kiangsi, the great seat of the manufacture of genuine porcelain, or 
rather its chief mart Jauchau-fu on the Poyang Lake. 

The geographical indication of this city of porcelain, as at the place 
where a branch of the River of Kinsay flows off towards Zayton, points 
to a notion prevalent in* the Middle Ages as to the interdivergence of 
rivers in general, and especially of Chinese rivers. "Phis notion will 
be found well embodied in the Catalan Map, and something like it in 
the maps of the Chinese themselves ; it is a ruling idea with Ibn Batuta, 
who, as we have seen (in note 2), speaks of the River of Zayton as con- 
nected in the interior with “the Great River,” and who travels by this 
waterway accordingly from Zayton to Kinsay, taking no notice of the 
mountains of Fokien. With apparently the same idea of one Great 
River of China with many ramiflcations, Abulfeda places most of the 
great cities of China upon “The River.” The “ Great River of China,” 
and its branches to Kinsay, is alluded to in a like spirit by Wassaf 
(supra^ p. 169). Polo has already indicated the same idea (p. 175). 

Assuming this as the notion involved in the passage from Ramusio, 
the position of Jauchau might be fairly described as that of Tyunju is 
therein, standing as it does on the Poyang Lake, from which there is 
such a ramification of internal navigation, e.g, to Kinsay or Hangchau-fu 
directly by Kwansin, the Changshan portage already referred to (supra, 
p. 177), and the Tsien Tang (and this is the Kinsay River line to which 
I imagine Polo here to refer), or circuitously by the Yangtse and Great 
Canal ; to Canton by the portage of the Meiling pass ; and to the cities 
of Fokien either by the Kwansin River or by Kianchanfu, further south, 
with a portage in each case across the Fokien mountains. None of our 
maps give any idea of the extent of internal navigation in China. (See 
Klaproth, Mhn. vol. III.) 

The story of the life-long period during which the porcelain clay 
was exposed to temper long held its ground, and probably was only 
dispelled by the publication of the details of the King-te-ching manu- 
facture by Pbre d’EntrecoUes in the Lettres Edifiantes. 

Note 5 . — The meagre statement in the French texts shows merely 
that Polo had heard of the Fokien dialect. . The addition from Ramusio 
shows further that he was aware of the unity of the written character 
throughout China, but gives no indication of knowledge of its peculiar 
principles, nor of the extent of difference in the spoken dialects. Even 
different districts of Fokien, according to Martini, use dialects so different 
that they understand each other with difficulty (108). 

Professor Kidd, speaking of his instructors in the Mandarin and 
Fokien dialects respectively, says : “ The teachers in both cases re|p 
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the same books, composed in the same style, and attached precisely the 
same ideas to the written symbols, but could not understand each other 
in conversation.” Moreover, besides these sounds attaching to- the 
Chinese characters when read in the dialect of Fokien, thus discre])ant 
from the sounds used in reading the same characters in the Mandarin 
dialect, yet amther class of sounds is used to express the same ideas in 
the Fokien dialect when it is used colloquially and without reference to 

written S3rmbols I {Kidd's China^ &c. pp. 21-23.) 

( 

Note 6. — This is inconsistent with his former statements as to the 
supreme wealth of Kinsay. But with Marco the subject in hand is 
always pro magnijico. 

l^musio says that the Traveller will now “ begin to speak of the 
territories, ci^es, and prpvinces of the Greater, Lessey,-and Middle India, 
iii^Vh^ negiim^he ’was ivfaesi in &e service of the<Great Xa^' being sent 
of bu^ess'; ynd t^eiL a^aih-.when Jie'tetni||«| 
Jo the i!^e ^tthrter mth the queen of ^ng A^gbn, and 
and unde, on his way back to his native land. So. he 
strange things that he saw in those Indies, not omitting oidim .whicli .he 
heard related by persons of reputation and wofU^ of credit, and things 
that were pointed out to him on the maps of mariners of (he. -Indies 
aforesaid.” 



The Kaan’s Fleet leaving the Port of Zayton. 




BOOK THIRD. 


JAPAN, THE ARCHIPELAGO, SOUTHERN INDIA, 
AND THE COASTS AND ISLANDS OF THE 
INDIAN SEA. 




ic Kaan's Fleet passing through the Indian Archipelago. 



BOOK in. 


r Cji'APfER I., 

' THE Merchant Ship^ op 'MaNzi that sail upon - 
■ . . Indian Seas. < 

Having finished our discourse concerning those countries 
wherewith our Book hath been occupied thus far, we are 
now about to enter on the subject of India, and to tell 
you of all the wonders thereof. * 

And first let us speak of the ships in which merchants 
go to and fro amongst the Isles of India. 

These ships, you must know, are of fir timber.' They 
have but one deck, though each of them contains some 
50 or 60 cabins, wherein the merchants abide greatly at 
their ease, every man having one to himself. The ship 
hath but one rudder, but it hath four masts ; and some- 
times they have two additional masts, which they ship and 
unship at pleasure.* 

[Moreover the larger of their vessels 4 i|ve some thirteen 
compartments or severances in the interior, made with 
planking strongly framed, in case mayhap the ship should 
spring a leak, either by running on a rock or by the blow 
of a hungry whale (as shall betide ofttimes, for when the 
ship in her course by night sends a ripple back alongside 
of the whale, the creature seeing the foam fancies there is 
something to eat afloat, and makes a rush forward, whereby 
it often shall stave in some part of the ship). In such 
case the water that enters the leak flows to the bilge, which 
is always kept clear ; and the mariners, having ascertained 
where the damage is, empty the cargo from that compart- 
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ment into those adjoining, for the planking is so well fitted 
ttiat the water cannot pass from one compartment to an- 
other. They then stop the leak and ’replace the lading.*] 

The fastenings are all of good iron nails, and the sides 
are double, one plank laid over the other, and caulked 
outside and in. The planks are not pitched, for those 
people do not have any pitch, but they daub the sides with 
another matter, deemed by them far better than pitch ; it 
is this. You see they take some lime and some chopped 
hemp, and these they knead together with a certain wood- 
oil ; and when the three are thoroughly amalgamated, they 
hold like any glue. And with this mixture they do pay 
their ships.'* 

Each of their great ships requires at least aoo mariners 
[some of them 300]. They are indeed of great size, for 
one ship shall carry 5000 or 6000 baskets of pepper [and 
they used formerly to be larger than they are now]. And 
aboard these ships, you must know, when there is no wind 
they use sweeps, and these sweeps are so big that to pull 
them requires four mariners to each.’ Every great ship 
has certain large barks or tenders attached to it ; these are 
large enough to carry 1000 baskets of pepper, and carry 
50 or 60 mariners apiece [some of them 80 or 100], and 
they are likewise moved by oars ; they assist the great ship 
by towing her, at«uch times as her sweeps are in use [or. 
even when she is under sail, if the wind be somewhat on 
the beam, not if the wind be astern, for then the sails of 
the big ship would take the wind out of those of the tenders, 
and she would run them dpwn]. Each ship has two [or 
three] of these barks, but one is bigger than the others. 
There are also some ten [small] boats for the service of 
each great ship, to lay out the anchors, catch fish, bring 
supplies aboard, and the like. When the ship is under 
sail she carries these boats slung to her sides. And the 
large tenders have their boats in like manner. 

When the ship has been a year in work and they wish 
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to repair her, they nail on a third plahk over the first two, 
and caulk and pay it well; and when another repair ^is 
wanted they nail on yet another plank, and so on year by 
year as it is required. Howbeit, they do this only for a 
certain number of years, and till there are six thicknesses 
of planking. When a ship has come to have six planks on 
4ier sides, one over the other, they take her no more on the 
high seas, but make use of her for coasting as long as she 
will last, and then they break her up.* 

Now that I have told you about the ships which sail 
upon the Ocean Sea and among the Isles of India, let us 
proceed to speak of the various wonders of India ; but 
first and foremost I must tell you about a number of Islands 
that thdfc are in that part of the Ocean Sea where we now 
are, I mean the Islands lying to the eastward. So let us 
begin with an Island which is called Chipangu. ^ 


Note 1. — Pine is the staple timber for ship-building both at Canton 
and in Fokien. There is a very large export of it from Fuchau, and 
even the chief fuel at that city is from a kind of fir. Several varieties of 
pine-wood are also brought down the rivers for sale at Canton. {JV, and 
Q, China and Japan^ I. 170 ; Fortune ^ I. 286 ; Doolittle,) 

Note 2 . — Note the one rudder again {supra, Bk. 1 . ch. xix, note 3 ). 
One of the shifting masts was probably a bowsprit, which according to 
Lecomte the Chinese occasionally use, very slight, and planted on the 
larboard bow. 

Note 3 . — The system of water-tight compartments, for the descrip- 
tion of which we have to thank Ramusio's text, in our own time intro- 
duced into European construction, is still maintained by the Chinese, , 
not only in sea-going junks, but in the larger river craft (See Mid. Kingd. 
II. 25 ; Blakiston, 88 ; Deguignes, I. 204-6.) 

Note 4. — ^This still remains quite 'correct, except that in place of 
hemp an oakum of bamboo-fibre is used. The wood-oil is derived from 
a tree called Tong-shu, I do not know if identical with the wood-oil trees 
of Arakan and Pegu {DipterocarpM laevis). 

Note 6. — The junks that visit Singapore still use these sweeps {/, 
Ind, Arch, II. 607). Tbn Batuta puts a much larger number of men to 
each. It will be seen from his account below that great ropes were 
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attached to the oars to pull by, the bulk of timber being too large to 
grasp, as in the old French galleys wooden manettesy or grips, were 
attached to the oar for the same purpose. » 

y Note 6. — The Chinese ^sea-going vessels of those days were 

'jr^dy larger than was at all common in European navigation. Ma^o 
here spe^ of 200 (or in Ramusio up to 300) mariners, a’ large crew 
indeed for a merchant vessel, but not so great as is implied in Odoric’s 
statement, that the ship in which he went from India to China had 7C^ 
souls on board. The numbers carried by Chinese junks are occasion- 
ally still enormous. “In February, 1822, Captain Pearl of the English 
ship Indianay coming through Caspar Straits, fell in with the cargo and 
crew of a wrecked junk, and saved 198 persons, out of 1600 witl> whom 
she had left Amoy, whom he landed at Pontianak. This hum. me act 
cost him 11,000/.” (Quoted by Williams from ChiK, Rep, vi. 149.) 

The following are some other medieval accounts of the China ship- 
ping, all unanimous as to the main facts. 

Friar Jordanus : — “The vessels which they navigate to ^thay be 
very big, and have upon the ship’s hull more than one hundred cabins, 
and “v^th a fair wind they cany ten sails, and they are very bulky, being 
made of three thicknesses of plank, so that the first thickness is as in 
our great ships, the second crosswise, the third again longwise. In 
sooth, ’tis a very strong affair ! ” (55.) 

Nicola Conti: — “They build some ships much larger than ours, 
capable of containing 2000 butts {veg€fes)y with five masts and five sails. 
The lower part is constructed with triple planking, in order to withstand 
the force of the tempests to which they are exposed. And the ships are 
divided into compartments, so formed that if one part be shattered the 
rest remains in good order, and enables the vessel to complete its 
voyage.” 

Ibn Batuta : — Chinese ships only are used in navigating the sea of 
China. . . . There are three classes of these : (i) the Large, which are 
called JonUk (sing. Junk) ; (2) the Middling, which are called Z20/ and 
^ (3) the Small, called Kakam, Each of the greater ships has from twelve 
sails down to three. These are made of bamboo laths woven into a 
kind of mat ; they are never lowered, and they are braced this way and 
that as the wind may blow. When these vessels anchor the sails are 
allowed to fly loose. Each ship has a crew of 1000 men, viz. 600 
mariners and 400 soldiers, among whom are archers, target -men, and 
crossbow-men to shoot naphtha. Each large vessel is attended by three 
others, which are called respectively ‘ The Half,’ ‘ The Third,’ and ‘ The 
Quarter.’ These vessels are built only at Zayton, in China, and at Sfn- 
kaldn or Sin-ul-Sfn (i,e. Canton), THI^ is the way they are built They 
construct two walls of timber, which they connect by very thick slabs of 
wood, clenching all fast this way and that with huge spikes, each of 
which is three cubits in length. When the two walls have been united 
by these slabs they apply the bottom planking, and then launch the 
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hull before ( ompleting the construction. The timbers projecting from 
the sides towards the water serve the crew for going down to wash and 
for other needs. And to these projecting timbers are attached the oars, 
which are like masts in ske, and need from 10 to 15 men* to ply each 
oT them. There are about 20 of these great oarsi and the ipwen at 
each oar stand in two ranks facing one another. The 
with two strong cords or cables ; each rank pulls at one of and 
tl^ lets go, whilst the other rank pulls on the opposite cable. These 
rowers have a pleasant chaunt at their work, usually singing Jiff la! 
Ld'la /f The three tenders which we have mentioned above also use 
oars, and tow the great ships when required. 

“ On each ship four decks are constructed ; and there are cabins and 
public rooms for the merchants. Some of these- cabins are provided 
with closets and other conveniences, and they have keys so that their 
tenants can lock them, and carry with them their wives or concubines. 
The crew in some the cabins have their children, and they sow kitchen 
herbs, ginger, &c., in wooden buckets. The ^ptain is a very great 
Don; and* when he lands, the archers and negro-slaves march before 
him with javelins, swords, drums, horns, and trumpets.” (IV. pp. 91 seqq, 
and 247 seqq, combined.) Comparing this very interesting description 
with Polo’s, we see that they agree in all essentials except size and the 
number of decks. It is not unlikely that the revival of the trade with 
India, which Kublai stimulated, may have in its development under his 
successors led to the revival also of the larger ships of former times to 
which Marco alludes. 


CHAPTER II. 

Description of the Island of Chipangu, and the Great Kaan’s 
Despatch of a Host against it. 

Chipangu is an Island towards the east in the high seas, 
1500 miles distant from the Continent; and a very great 
Island it is.* 

The people are white, civilized, and well-favoured. 
They are Idolaters, and are dependent on nobody. And I 
can tell you the quantity of gold they have is endless ; for 

% 

♦ Or even 30 (p. 248). 

t Corresponding to the “ Hevelow and rumbelow’^ of the Christian oarsmen 
(see Coeur He Lion in Webery II. 99). 
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they find it in their own Islands, [and the King does not 
allow it to be exported. Moreover^ few merchants visit 
the country because it is so far from the main land, and 
thus it comes to pass that their gold is abundant beyond 
all measure.* 

I will tell you a wonderful thing about the Palace of 
the Lord of that Island. You must know that he hath a 
great Palace which is entirely roofed with fine gold, just as 
our churches are roofed with lead, insomuch that it would 
scarcely be possi|)le to estimate its value. Moreover, all 
the pavement of the Palace, and the floors of its chambers, 
are entirely of gold, in plates like slabs of stone, a good two 
fingers thick ; an^ the windows also are^f gold, so that 
altogether the richness of this Palace is past all bounds and 
all belief.* 

They have also pearls in abundance, which are of a 
rose colour, but fine, big, and round, and quite as valuable 
as the white ones. [In this Island some of the dead are 
buried, and others are burnt. When a body is burnt they 
put one of these pearls in the mouth, for such is their 
custom.] They have also quantities of other precious 
stones."* 

Cublay, the Grand Kaan, who now reigneth, having 
heard much of the immense wealth that was in this Island, 
formed a plan to get possession of it. For this I’urpose 
he sent two of his Barons with a great navy, and a great 
force of horse and foot. These Barons were able and 
valiant men, one of them called Abacan and the other 
VoNSAiNCHiN, and they weighed with all their company 
from the ports of Zayton and Kinsay, and put out to sea. 
They sailed until they reached the Island aforesaid, and 
there they landed, and occupied the open country and the 
villages, but did not succeed in getting possession of any 
city oj^ castle. And so a disaster befel them, as I shall now 
relate. 

You must know that there was much ill-will between 
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those two Barons, so that one would do nothing to help 
the other. And it came to pass that there arose a north 
wind which l)lew with ‘great ftiry, and caused great damage 
along the coasts of that Island, for its harbours were few. 
It blew so hard that the Great Kaan’s fleet could not 
stand against it. And when the chiefs saw that, they came 
to the conclusion Jthat if the ships remained where they 
were the whole navy would perish. So they all got on 
board and made sail to leave the country. But when they 
had gone about four miles they came to a small Island, on 
which they were driven ashore in spite of all they could do ; 
and a great part of the fleet was wrecked, and a great multi- 
tude^ of the force*perished, so that there escaped only some 
30,000 men, who took refuge on this Island. 

These held themselves for dead men, for they were 
without food, and knew not what to doj and they were in 
great despair when they saw that such of the ships as had 
escaped the storm were making full sail for their own 
country, without the slightest sign of turning back to help 
them. And this was because of the bitter hatred between 
the two Barons in command of the force ; for the Baron 
who escaped never showed the slightest desire to return to 
his colleague who was left upon the Island in the way you 
have heard; though he might easily have done so after 
the storm ceased; and it endured not long. He did no- 
thing of the kind however, but made straight for home. 
And you must know that the Island to which the soldiers 
had escaped was uninhabited ; there was not a creature 
upon it but themselves. 

Now we will tell you what befel those who escaped on 
the fleet, and also those who were left upon the Island. 


Note 1. — Chipangu represents the Chvaese /iA-pan-iwe, the king- 
dom of Japan, the name Jih-pMn being apparently a kind of translation 
of the native name Nippon, which is said to mean “ the origin of the 
sun,” or sun-rising, though that seems an improbable name for a people 
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to give their own country. The name ChiJ>angt* is used also by Rashid- 
uddin. 

Note 2. — ^The causes briefly mentioned ‘in the text maintained the 
abundance and low price of gold in Japan t?il the recent opening of the 
trade (see Bk. II. ch. 1. note 4). Edrisi had heard that gold in the 
isles of Sila (or Japan) was so abundant that dog-collars were made 
of it. 

Note 3. — This was doubtless an old “ yam,” repeated from genera- 
ti<m to generation. We find in a Chinese work quoted by Amyot ; 
“ The palace of the king (of Japan) is remarkable for its singular con- 
v^ttttGtion. ’it i^, a vast edifice, of <»xtraprdinaiy height; it 
; stoHes;^ all sides^ an ext^or sUning with .th<ft j^ 

gold.’* cm:, lu Chinois^ XIV. 55.) also a like stot> m 

Xaempfer (H. du Japon^ 1 .' 139). V. 



Ancient Japanese Emperor. (After a Native Drawing ; from Humbert.) 
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Note 4. — Kaempfer speaks of pearls being found in considerable 
numbers, chiefly about Satsuma, and in the Gulf of Omura, in Kiusiu. 
From what Alcock says tl^ey do not seem now to be abundant {Ib. I. 
95 ; Alcock, I. 200.) No orecious stones are mentioned by Kaempfer; 

Rose-tinted pearls aire frequent among the Scotch pearls, and accord- 
ing to Mr. King those of this tint are of late the most highly esteemed 
in Paris. Such pearls were perhaps also most highly esteemed in old 
India ; for red pearls (LohitatnukH) form one of the seven precious 
objects which it was iqcumbent to use in the adornment of Buddhistic 
reliquaries, and to distribute at the building of a Dagopa. {Nat. Hist, of 
Free. Stones, t^c., 263 ; Koeppen, I. 541.) . 


. CHAPTER III. 

What further came of the Great Kaan’s Expedition against 

CHIPANGU. 

You see those who were left upon the Island, some 30,000 
souls as I have said, did hold themselves for dead men, for 
they saw no possible means of escape. And when the King 
of the great Island got news how the one part of the expe- 
dition had saved themselves upon that Isle, and the other 
part was scattered and fled, he was right glad thereat, and 
he gathered together all the ships of his territory and pro- 
ceeded with them, the sea now being calm, to the little Isle, 
and landed his troops all round it. And when the Tartars 
saw them thus arrive, and the whole force landed, without 
any guard having been left on board the ships (the act of 
men very little acquainted with such work), they had the 
sagacity to feign ffight. [Now the Island was very high 
in the middle, and whilst the enemy were hastening after 
them by one road they fetched a- compass by another and] 
in this way managed to reach the enemy’s ships and to get 
aboard of them. This they did easily enough, for they 
encountered no opposition. 

Once they were on board they got under way imme- 

VOL. II. P 
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diately for the great Island, and landed there, carrying witli 
them the standards and banners of the King of the Island ; 
and in this wise they advanced to tlie capital. The garri- 
son of the city, suspecting nothing wrong, when they saw 
their own banners advancing supposed that it was their 
own host returning, and so gave them admittance. The 
T^urtars as soon as they had got in seized all the bulwarks 
and drove out all who were in the place except the pretty 
women, and these they kept for themselves. In this way 
the Great Kaan’s people got possession of the city. 

When the King of the great Island and his army per- 
ceived that both fleet and city were lost,* they were greatly 
cast down ; howbeit, they got away to the great Island on 
board some of the ships which had not been carried oflT. 
And the King then gathered all his host to the siege of the 
city, and invested it so straitly that no one could go in or 
come out. Those wlio were within held the ])lace for seven 
months, and strove by all means to send word to the Great 
Kaan; but it was all in vain, they never could get the 
intelligence carried to him. So when they saw they could 
hold out no longer they gave themselves up, on condition 
that their lives should be spared, but still that they should 
never quit the Island. And this befel in the year of our 
Lord 12,79.’ Great Kaan ordered the Baron who had 

fled so disgracefully to lose his head. And afterwards he 
caused the other also, who had been left on the Island, to 
be put to death, for he had never behaved as a good soldier 
ought to do.* 

But I must tell you a wonderful thing that I had for- 
gotten, which happened on this expedition. 

You see, at the beginning of the affair, when the Kaan’s 
people had landed on the great Island and occupied the 
open country as I told you, they stormed a tower belonging 
to some of the islanders who refused to surrender, and they 
cut off the heads of all the garrison except eight ; on these 
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eight they found it impossible to inflict any wound ! Now 
this was by virtue of certain stones which they had in their 
arms inserted between the skin and the flesh, with such 
skill as not to show at all externally. And the charm and 
virtue of these stones was such that those who wore them 
could never perish by steel. So when the Barons learned 
this they ordered the men to be beaten to death with clubs. 
And after their death the stones were extracted from the 
bodies of all, and were greatly prized.^ But now let us 
have done with that matter, and return to our subject. 


Note 1. — Kublai had long hankered after the conquest of Japan, 
or had at least, after his fashion, desired to obtain an acknowledgment 
of supremacy from the Japanese sovereign. He had taken steps in this 
view as early as 1266, but entirely without success. The fullest acces- 
sible particulars respecting his efforts are contained in the Japanese 
Annals translated by Titsing ; and these are in complete accordance 
with the Chinese histories as given by Gaubil, Demailla, and in Pauthier’s 
extracts, so far as these three latter enter into particulars. But it seems 
clear from the comparison that the Japanese chronicler had the Chinese 
Annals in his hands. 

In 1268, 1269, 1270, and 1271, Kublai’s efforts were repeated 
to little purpose, and, provoked at this, in 1274, he sent a fleet of 300 
vessels with 15,000 men against Japan. This was defeated near the 
Island of Tsiusima with heavy loss. 

Nevertheless Kublai seems in the following years to have renewed 
his attempts at negotiation. The Japanese patience was exhausted, and 
in 1280 they put one of his ambassadors to death. 

“ As soon as the Moko (Mongols) heard of this, they assembled a 
considerable army to conquer Japan. When informed of their prepara- 
tions the Dairi sent ambassadors to Ize and other temples to invoke the 
gods. Fosiono Toki Mune, who resided at Kama Kura, ordered troops 
to assemble at Tsukuzi (Tsikouztn of Alcock’s Map), and sent .... 
numerous detachments to Miyako to guard the Dairi and the Togou 
(Aeir Apparent) against all danger. ... In the first moon (of 1281) 
the Mongols named Asikan (Ngo-tsa-han*), Fan-bunko (Fan-wen-hu), 
Kinto (Hintu), and Kosakio (Hung-cha-Khieu) Generals of their army, 


* These names in parentheses are the Chinese forms ; the others, the Japanese 
modes of reading them. 


P 2 



2o6 


MARCO POLO. 


Book 111. 


which consisted of 100,000 men, and was embarked on numerous ships 
of war. Asikan fell ill on the passage, and this made the second General 
(Fan-wen-hu) undecided as to his course. 

“ 7M Month, The entire fleet arrived at the Island of Firando 
^Fhing-hu), and passed thence to Goriosan (Ulungshqtn). Hie troops 



Ancient Jiijancsc Archer. (From a native drawing.) 


of Fsukuzi were under arms, ist of Mo^ith, A frightful storm arose; 
the Mongol ships foundered or were sorely shattered. The General 
(han-wen-hu) fled with the other Generals on the vessels that had least 
suffered; nobodjf'has ever heard what became of them. The army of 
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100.000 men, which had landed below Goriosan, wandered about for 
three days without provisions ; and the soldiers began to plan the build- 
ing of vessels in which they might escape to China. 

7M day. The Japanese army invested and attacked them with 
great vigour. Tte Mongols were totally defeated. 30,000 of them were 
made prisoners and conducted to Fakata (the Fokouoka of Atcock*s Map^ 
but Fakatta in Kaempfer*s), and there put to death. Grace was extended 
to only (three men) who were sent to China with the intelligence of the 
fate of the army. The destruction of so numerous a fleet was consi- 
dered the most evident proof of the protection of the gods” {Tttsingh^ 
p. 264-5). At p. 259 of the same work Klaproth gives another account 
from the Japanese Encyclopaedia ; the difference is not material. 

The Chinese Annals, in Demailla, state that the Japanese spared 

10.000 or 12,000 of the Southern Chinese, whom they retained as slaves. 
Gaubil says that 30,060 Mongols were put to death, whilst 70,000 Co- 
reans and Chinese were made slaves. 

Kublai was loth to put up with this huge discomfiture, and in 1283 
he made preparations for another expedition ; but the project excited 
strong discontent, and he eventually gave it up. (Demailla^ IX. 409, 
418, 428; Gaubil, 195.) 

The Abacan of Polo is probably the Asikan of the Japanese, whom 
Gaubil calls Argau, Vonsainchin is perhaps Fan-\l on-hvi with the 
Chinese title of Tsiaug-Kiun or General (elsewhere represented in Polo 
by Sangon), — Fan-Tsiang-kiun. 

We see that, as usual, whilst Marco’s account in some of the main 
features concurs with that of the histories, he gives a good many addi- 
tional particulars, some of which, such as the ill-will between the Generals, 
are no doubt genuine. But of the story of the capture of the Japanese 
capital by the shipwrecked army we know not what to make ; we can’t 
accept it certainly. ^ 

Note 2 . — Ram, says he was sent to a certain Island called Zorza 
{Chorcha /) where men who have failed in duty are put to death in this 
manner. They wrap the arms of the victim in the hide of a newly 
flayed buffalo, and sew it tight. As this dries it compresses him so 
terribly that he cannot move, and so, finding no help, his life ends in 
misery. 

The same kind of torture is reported of different countries in the 
East : e,g,, see Makrizi, Pt. III. p. 108, and Pottinger as quoted by 
Marsden in loco. It also appears among the tortures of a Buddhist 
hell as represented in a temple at Canton. {Oliphanfs Narrative, 

I. 168.) 

Note 3 . — I.,ike devices to procure invulnerability are common in 
the Indo-Chinese countries. The Burmese sometimes insert pellets of 
gold under the skin with this view. At a meeting of the Asiatic Society 
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of Bengal in i868, gold and silver coins were shown, which had been 
extracted from under the skin of a Burmese convict at the Andaman 
'Islands. ' Friar Odoric speaks of the practice in one of the Indian Islands 
'(apparently Borneo), and the stones possessing such virtue were accord- 
ing to him found in the bamboo, presumably the siliceous concretions 
called Tabashir. Conti also describes the practice in Java of inserting 
such amulets under the skin. The Malays of Sumatra too have great 
£iith in the efficacy of certain “ stones which they pretend are extracted 
from reptiles, birds, animals,&c., in preventing them from being wounded.” 
(See Mission to Ava, p. 208 ; Cathay, 94; Conti, p. 32 ; Friend of India, 
May 7th, j868 : Anderson's Mission to Sumatra, p. 323.) 


CHAPTER IV. 

CO.VCKRNIXG THE FASHION OF THE I HOLS. 

Now you must know that the Idols of Cathay, and of 
Manzi, and of this Island, are all of the same class. And 
in this Island as well as elsewhere, there be some of the 
Idols that have the head of an ox,, some that have the 
head of a pig, some of a dog, some of a sheep, and some of 
divers other kinds. And some of them have four heads, 
whilst some have three, one growing out of either shoulder. 
There are also some that have four hands, some ten, some 
a thousand! And they do put more faith in those Idols 
that have a thousand hands than in any of the others.’ 
And when any Christian asks them why they make their 
Idols in so many different guises, and not all alike, they 
reply that just so their forefathers were wont to have them 
made, and just so they will leave them to their children, 
and these to the after generations. And so they will be 
handed down for ever. And you must understand that 
the deeds ascribed to these Idols are such a parcel of devil- 
ries as it is best not to tell. So let us have done with the 
Idols, and speak of other things. 
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Blit I must tell you one thing still concerning that 
Island (and ’tis the same with the other Indian Islands), that 
if the natives take pj|;isoner an enemy who cannot pay a 
ransom, he who hath the prisoner summons all his inends 
and relations, and they put the prisoner to death, and then 
they cook him and eat him, and they say there is no meat 
in the world so good !— But now we will have done with 
that Island and speak of something else. 

You must know the Sea in which lie the Islands of 
those parts is called the Sea of Chin, which is as much 
as to say “ The Sea over against Manzi.” For, in the lan- 
guage of those Isles, when they say Chin, ’tis Manzi 
they mean. And I tell you with regard to that Eastern 
Sea of Chin, according to what is said by the experienced 
pilots and mariners of those parts, there be 7459 Islands in 
the waters frequented by the said mariners ; and that is 
how they know the fact, for their whole life is spent in 
navigating that sea. And there is not one of those Islands 
but produces valuable and odorous woods like the lignaloe, 
aye and better too ; and they produce also a great variety of 
spices. For example in those Islands grows pepper as white 
as snow, as well as the black in great quantities. In fact the 
riches of those Islands is something wonderful, whether in 
gold or precious stones, or in all manner of spicery; but 
they lie so far off from the main land that it is hard to get 
to them. And when the ships of Zayton and Kinsay do 
voyage thither they make vast profits by their venture.* 

It takes them a whole year for the voyage, going in 
winter and returning in summer. For in that Sea there 
are but two winds that blow, the one that carries them out- 
ward and the other that brings them homeward ; and the 
one of these winds blows all the winter, and the other all 
the summer. And you must know these regions are so fer 
from India that it takes a long time also for the voyage 
thence. 
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Though that Sea is called the Sea of Chin, as 1 have 
told you, yet it is part of the Ocean Sea all the same. But 
* jii!^ as in these parts people talk of the Sea of England 
and the Sea of Rochelle, so. in those countries they speak 
of the Sea of Chin and the Sea of India, and so on, though 
they all are* but parts of the Ocean.* 

Now let us^'have done with that region which is very 
inaccessible and out of the way. Moreover, Messer Marco 
Polo never was there. And let me tell you the Great Kaan 
has nothing to do with them, nor do they render him any 
tribute or service. 

So let us go back to Zayton and take up the order 
of our book from that point.^ 


Note 1. — “ Several of the (Chinese) gods have horns on the forehead, 
or wear animals’ heads ; some have three eyes. . . . Some are repre- 
sented in the Indian manner with a multiplicity of arms. We saw at 
Yangcheufu a goddess with thirty arms.” {De^(!fi/t\(fncSy I. 364-6.) 

The reference to any particular form of idolatry here is vague. But 
in Tibetan Buddhism, with which Marco was familiar, all these extrava- 
gances are prominent, though repugnant to the more orthodox Buddhism 
of the South. 

When the Dalai Lama came to visit the Altun Khan, to secure the 
reconversion of the Mongols in 1577, he appeared as a manifest embo- 
diment of the Bodhisatwa A^'alokite^Vclra, with four hands, of which two 
were always folded across the breast ! The same Bodhisatwa is some- 
times represented with eleven heads. Manjushri manifests himself in a 
golden body with 1000 hands and 1000 l\itras or vessels, in each of 
which were 1000 figures of Sakya vi.sible, &c. {Koeppen, 11 . 137 ; Vas- 
sily ev, 200.) 

Note 2. — Polo seems in this passage to be speaking of the more 
easterly Islands of the Archipelago, such as the Philippines, the Mo- 
luccas, &c., but with vague ideas of their position. 

Note 3 . — In this passage alone Polo makes use of the now familiar 
name of China. “ Chinl' as he says, “ in the language of those Isles 
means MatizW Tn fact, though the form Chin is more correctly Persian, 
we do get the exact form China from “the language of those Isles,” />., 
from the Malay, x; China is also used in Japanese. 
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What he says about the Ocean and the various names of its parts is 
nearly a version of a passage in the geographical Poem of Dionysius, 
ending : — 

OSrofS 'Xlfccai'by vtpiddipofit yaiav iireuraaf 

Totof diiv fcal roMt /mt* Mpifiv ohvdiuiff €\K0y ( 42 -^. 

Note 4. — The Ramusiaif here inserts a short chaptet^ which from ' 
the awkward way in which it comes in is a very m&nifest interpolatidtii 
though possibly still an interpolation by the Travellers hand : — 

“ Leaving the Port of Zayton you sail westward and something south- 
westward for 1500 miles, passing a gulf called Cheinan, having a length 
of two months* sail towards the north. Along the whole of its south-east 
side it borders on the province of Manzi, and on the other side with 
Anin and Coloman, and many other provinces formerly spoken of. 
Within this Gulf there are innumerable Islands, almost all well-peopled ; 
and in these is found a great quantity of gold-dust, which is collected fipm 
the sea where the rivers discharge. There is copper also, and other 
things j and the people drive a trade with each other in the things that are 
peculiar to their respective Islands. They have also a traffic with the 
people of the mainland, selling them gold and copper and other things ; 
and purchasing in turn what they stand in need of In the greater part 
of these Islands plenty of corn grows. This gulf is so great, and inha- 
bited by so many people, that it seems like a world in itself.” 

This passage is translated by Marsden with much forcing, so as to 
describe the China Sea, embracing the Philippine Islands, &c. ; but it 
seems clearly to indicate the writer’s conception (which 1 have embodied 
in my Map of Marco Polo’s Own Geography) as of a Great Gulf running 
up into the continent between Southern China and Tongking for a 
length equal to two months’ journey. 

The name of the gulf, Cheinan, /.er., Heinan^ may either be that of 
the Island so called, or, as I rather incline to suppose, ^An-nan^ />., 
Tongking. But even in the days of Camoens, who lived and wrote at 
Macao in 1559-60, the Gulf of Tongking or Hainan was still an 
unknown sea ; — 

“ Ves, corre a costa, que Champa se chama, 

Cuja mala he do pao cheiroso ornada ; 

Ves, Cauchichina csta de escura fama, 

Ji dc Aindo a incognita enscada'^ (X. 129). 
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CHAPTER V. 

Of the great Country called Chamba. 

You must know that on leaving the port -of Zayton you 
sail west-south-west for 4500 miles, and then you come to 
a country called Chamba,* a very rich region, having a 
king of its own. The people are Idolaters and pay a yearly 
tribute to the Great Kaan, which consists of elephants and 
nothing but elephants. And I will tell you how they came 
to pay this tribute. 

It happened in the year of Christ 1278 that the Great 
Kaan sent a Baron of his called Sagatii, with a great force 
of horse and foot against this King of Chamba, and this 
Baron opened the war on a great scale against the King 
and his country. 

Now the King [whose name was Accambale"] was a 
very aged man, nor had he such a force as the Baron had. 
And when he saw what havoc the Baron was making with 
his kingdom he was grieved to the heart. So he bade 
messengers get ready and despatched them to the Great 
Kaan. And they said to the Kaan : “ Our Lord the King 
of Chamba salutes you as his liege-lord, and would have 
you to know that he is stricken in years and long hath 
held his realm in peace. And now he sends you word by 
us that he is willing to be your liege-man, and will send 
you every year a tribute of as many elephants as you 
please. And he prays you in all gentleness and humility 
that you would send word to your Baron to desist from 
harrying his kingdom and to quit his territories. These 
shall henceforth be at your absolute disposal, and the 
King shall hold them of you.” 

When the Great Kaan had heard the King’s ambassage 
he was moved yvith pity, and sent word to that Baron of his 
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to quit that kingdom with his army, and to carry his arms 
to the concjuest of some other country ; and as soon ^s this 
command reached them they obeyed it. Thus it was then 
that this King became vassal of the Great Kaan, and paid 
him every year a tribute of ao of the greatest and finest 
elephants that were to be found in the country. 

But now we wi^deave that tetter, and’ tell you other 
particulars about the King of Chamba. 

You must know that in that kingdom no woman is 
allowed to marry until the King shall have seen her ; if the 
woman pleases him then he takes her to wife ; if she does 
not, he gives her a dowry to get her a husband withal. In 
the year of Christ 1285, Messer Marco Polo was in that 
country, and at that time the King had, between sons and 
daughters, 326 children, of whom at least 150 were men fit 
to carry arms.’ 

There are very great numbers of elephants in this king- 
dom, and they have lignaloes in great abundance. 'I'hey 
have also extensive forests of the wood called Boiitls, which 
is jet black, and of which chessmen and pen-cases are made. 
But there is nought more to tell, so let us proceed.’ 


Note 1. — The name Champa is of Indian origin, like the adjoining 
Kamboja and many other names in Indo-China, and was probably taken 
from that of an ancient Hindu city and state on the Ganges, near modern 
Bhdgalpiir. 

The title of Champa down to the 15th century seems to have been 
applied by western Asiatics to a kingdom which embraced the whole 
coast between Tongking and Kamboja including all that is now called 
Cochin China. It was termed by the Chinese C/ien-ching. 'I'owards 
the end of the isth century the King of Tongking conquered the country, 
and the genuine people of Champa were reduced to a small number 
occupying the mountains of the province of Binh Thuan at the extreme 
south-east of the C. Chinese territory. To this part of the coast the 
name Champa is often applied in maps. (See^i A. ser. 2, tom. xi. p. 
31.) The people of Champa in this restricted sense are said to exhibit 
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/iitftWy and also , to profess Mahomedanisn)* TKc^ -^t 

entirely new to me, I learn from Lieut Gamier. > . ^ 

Thd prominent position of Champa on the route to China made its 
ports places of call for many ages, and in. the earliest record oPthe 
Arab navigation to China we find the country noticed under the identical 
name (allowing for the deficiencies of the Arabic Alphabet) of San/. 

The Sagatu of Marco appears in the Chinese history as Sotn, the 
military governor of the Canton districts, which he had been active in 
reducing. The conversion o^Sagatu into Sotu is another example 
of that Mongol elision of gutturals which we have before noticed more 
than once. 

In 1278 Sotu sent an envoy to Chenching to claim the king’s sub- 
mission, which was rendered, and for some years he sent his tribute 
to Kublai. But when the Kaan proceeded to interfere in the internal 
affairs of the kingdom by sending a Resident and Chinese officiiils, the 
king’s son (1282) resolutely opposed these proceedings, and threw the 
Chinese officials into prison. The Kaan in great wrath at this insult, 
(coming also so scon after his discomfiture in Japan), ordered Sotu 
and others to Chenching to take vengeance. The prince in the 
following year made a pretence of submission, and the army (if indeed 
it had been sent) seems to have been withdrawn. 'J'he prince, however, 
renewed his attack on the Chinese establishments and put 100 of their 
officials to death. Sotu then despatched a new force, but it was quite 
unsuccessful and had to retire. In 1284 the king sent an embassy, 
including his grandson, to beg for pardon and reconciliation. Kublai 
however refused to receive them, and ordered his son Tughan to advance 
through Tonking, an enterprise which led to a still more disastrous war 
with that country, in which the Mongols had much the worst of it. We 
are not told more. 

Here we have the difficulties usual with Polo’s historical anecdotes. 
Certain names and circumstances are distinctly recognizable in the 
Chinese Annals ; others are difficult to reconcile with these. The 
embassy of 1284 seems the most likely to be the one spoken of by Polo, * 
though the Chinese History does not give it the favourable result which 
he ascribes to it. The date in the text we see to be wrong, and as 
usual it varies in different MSS. I suspect the original date was 

MCCI.XXXIII. 

One of the Chinese notices gives one of the king’s names as Sinhopala, 
and no doubt this is Ramusio’s Accambale (A^ambale) ; a proof at once 
of the authentic character of that interpolation, and of the identity of 
Champa and Chenching. 

There are notices of the events in Demailla (IX. 420-22) and Gaubil 
(194), but Pauthier’s extracts which we have made use of are much 
fuller. 

Elephants ha^fe generally formed a chief part of the presents or 
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tHbute sent periodidnlly by the various Indo-Chinese sfcat^ to the Court 
of China. 

|IOTE a-- The date of Marco’s visit to Champa varies in the MSS, : 
Pauthier has 1280, as has also Ramusio; the G. T. has 1285; the 
Geographic Latin 1288. I incline to adopt the last. For we know that 
about 1290, Mark returned to court fronua mission to the Indian Seas, 
which might have included this visit to Champa. 

The large family of the king was one of the stock marvels. Odoric 
says : “Zampa is a very fine country, having great store of victuals and 
all good things. The king of the country, it was said when I was there 
[circa 1323] had, what witli sons and with daughters, a good two hundred 
children ; for he hath many wives and other women whom he keepeth. 
This king hath also 14,000 tame elephants. . . . And other folk keep 
elephants there just aj commonly as we keep oxen here ” (p. 95-6). The 
latter point illustrates what Polo says of elephants, and is scarcely an 
exaggeration in regard to all the southern Indo-Chinese States. (See 
note to Odoric u. s.) 

Note 3 . — Champa Proper and the adjoining territories have been 
from time immemorial the chief seat of the production of lign-aloes 
or eagle-wood. Both names are misleading, for the thing has nought to 
do either with aloes or eagles ; though good Bishop Pallegoix derives 
the latter name from the wood’s being speckled like an eagle’s plumage. 
It is in fact through Aquila, Agi/a^ from Agimi^ one of the Sanskrit 
names of the article ; whilst *AAory is probably a corruption of the term 
which the Arabs apply to it, viz., Al-Ud, “ The Wood.” 

The Bofius of the G. T. here is another example of Marco’s use, 
probably unconscious, of an Oriental word. It is Persian AdnriSy Ebony, 
which has passed almost unaltered into the Spanish Abenuz, We find 
Iknus also in a French inventory {J)ouet d^Arcq, p. 134), but the 
Bonus seems to indicate that the word as used by the Traveller was 
strange to Rusticiano. The word which he uses for pen-cases too, 
Calamanz^ is more suggestive of the Persian Kalamddn than of the 
Italian Calamajo, 

“ Ebony is very common in this country (Champa), but the wood 
which is the most precious, and which is sufficiently abundant, is called 
‘ Eag^e-wood,’ of which the first quality sells for its weight in gold ; the 
native name is Khiant,'* (Bishop Louis in /. A, 5 . B. VI. 742). 
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CHAPTER VI. 

o 

Concerning the great Island of Java. 

When you sail from Chamba, 1500 miles in a course • 
between south and fouth-east, you come to a great Island 
called Java. And the experienced mariners of those 
Islands who know the matter well, say that it is the greatest 
Island in the world, and has a compass of more than 3000 
miles. It is subject to a great King and tributary to no 
one else in the world. The people are Idolaters. The 
Island is of surpassing wealth, producing black pepper, nut- 
megs, spikenard, galingale, cubebs, cloves, and all other 
kinds of spices. 

This Island is also frequented by a vast amount of ship- 
ping, and by merchants who buy and sell costly goods from 
which they reap great profit. Indeed the treasure of this 
Island is so great as to be past telling. And I can assure 
you the Great Kaan never could get possession of this 
Island, on account of its great distance, and the great 
expense of an expedition thither. The merchants of Zayton 
and Manzi draw annually great returns from this country.' 


Note 1. — Here Marco speaks of that Pearl of Islands, Jav.l The 
chapter is a digression from the course of his voyage towards India, but 
possibly he may have touched at the island on his previous expedition 
alluded to in note 2 , chap. v. Not more, for the account is vague, and 
where particulars are given not accurate. Java does not produce nut- 
megs or cloves, though doubtless it was a great mart for these and all 
the products of the Archipelago. And if by treasure he means gold, as 
indeed Ramusio reads, no gold is found in Java. Barbosa, however, 
has the same story of the great amount of gold drawn from Java. 
(Ram. I. 318-319.) 

The circuit ascribed to Java in Pauthier’s Text is 5000 miles. Even 
the 3000 which we take from the Geog. Text is about double the truth ; 
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but it is exactly the same that Odoric (tnd Conti assign. No doubt it 
was a tradition among the Arab seamen. 'I'hey never visited the sout h 
coast,^ and probably had extravagant ideas of its extension in that 
direction, as the Portuguese had for long. Kven at the end ot tbc 
1 6th. century Linschoten says : ‘‘ Its breadth is as yet unknown ; some 
conceiving it to be a part of the Terra Australis extending from opposite 
the Cape of Good Hope. Howe^^er it is commonly held to be an island ” 

(ch. XX.). 

The history of Java previous to the rise of Empire of Majapahit, 
in the age immediately following our traveller’s voyage, is very obscure. 
But there is some evidence of the existence of a powerful dynasty in the 
island about this time, and in an inscription of ascertainefi date (a.d. 
1294) die King Uttungadewa claims to have subjected Jive and to 
be sovereign of the whole Island of Java {jenva-dtvipa ; see Lassen, IV. 
482}, It is true that as our traveller s^ys, Kublat had not yet attempted 
the subjugation of Java, but he did mal$;e the attempt almost immediately 
after the departure of the Venetians. It was the result of one of his 
unlucky embassies to claim the homage of distant states, and turned out 
as badly as the attempts against Chanhpa and Japan. His ambassador, 
a Chinese called Mengki, was sent back with his face branded lilce 
a thief s. A great armament was assembled in the ports of Fokien to 
avenge this insult; it started about January, 1293, but did not effect 
a landing till autumn. After some temporary succe.ss the force was con- 
strained to re-embark with a loss of 3000 men. The death of Kublai 
prevented any renewal of the attempt, and it is mentioned that his 
successor gave orders for the re-opening of the Indian* Trade which the 
Java war had interrupted. (See Gaubil^ p. 217 scqq,y 224.) To this 
failure Odoric, who visited Java about 1323, alludes: “Now the Great 
Kaan of Cathay many a time engaged in war with this . king ; but the 
king always vanquished and got the better of him.” Odoric speaks in 
high terms of the richness and population of Java, calling it “the second 
best of all Islands that exist, ”mnd describing a gorgeous palace in tenns 
similar to those in which Polo speaks of the ^Palace of ChipangiL 
(Cathay^ p. 87 seqq,) - 


CHAPTER VII.' 

Wherein the Isles op Sondur and Condur are i^roKEN of ; 

AND THE Kingdom op LocAjq, * . 

When you ^eave 'Chamba* and sail. For/^op. miled on, a 
course betweeij, south and south-west, ypu ' aiiitYC at two 
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Islands, a gnater and a less. The one is called Sonduk 
and the other Concur.* As there is nothing about them 
worth mentioning, let us go -on five hundred miles beyond 
Sondur, and then we find another country which is called 
Locac. It is a good country and a rich; [it is on the 
mainland] ; and it has a king of its own. The people are 
idolaters and have a peculiar language, and pay tribute to 
nobody, for their country is so situated that no one can 
enter it to do them ill. Indeed if it were possible to get 
at it, the Great Kaan would soon bring them under sub- 
jection to him. 

In this country thcbr^ieil which we. make use of. grows 
in great plenty; and they also have gold in incredible 
quantity. They have elephants likewise, and much g^ame. 
In this kingdom too are gathered all the porcelain shells 
which are used for small change in all those regions, as 
I have told you before. ' 

There is nothing else to mention except that this is 
a very wild ce^on, visited by few people ; nor does the king 
desire that any strangers should frequent the country, and 
so find out about his treasure and other resources.’ We 
will now proceed, arid tell you of something else. 


Note 1 . — ^All the MSS. and texts I ftlieve without exception read 
“ when yon leave Java,” &c. But, as Marsden has indicated, the point of 
departure is really Champa, the introduction of Java being a digression ; 
and the retention of the "latter name here would throw us irretrievably 
into the Southern Ocean. Certain old geographers, we may observe, 
did follow that indication and the results were curious enough, as we 
shall notice in next not^.but.ond. Marsden’s observations are so just 
that I have folfo^ed Pauthier in Substituting Champa for Java in the 
text . * . 

Note 2 .-^Tjjere^ is no reason to doubt that these islands are the 
group now knowh a$ thstt of PijLo Condore ; in bid times an important 
landmark,, and bccaSion^l point cX call, on the route to China. The group 
is termed ''JPVeldt (FAldt representing the Malay Pulo or Island, 

. VOL,.- Hi 
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m iaie plural) m the Arab Relations of the 9th centuiy, the last point of 
on tiie voyage to China, from which it was a month distant 
old tecord gives us the name Sofutor; in modem tiines we Have it 
as Condbr; Polo combines both names. The group consists of a larger 
island about 12 miles long, two of 2 or 3 miles, and some half doasen 
others of insignificant dimensions. The large one is now specially called 
Pulo Condore. It has a fair harbour, fresh water, and wood in abund* 
ance. Dampier visited the group and recommended its occupation. 
The E. I. Company did establish a post there in 1702, but it came to a 
speedy end in the massacre of the Europeans by their Macassar garrison. 
About the year 1720 some attempt to found a settlement there was also 
made by the French, who gave the island the name of Isle d" Orleans, 
The celebrated Pbre Gaubil spent 8 months on the island and ^rote an 
interesting letter about it (Feb. 1722 ; see also Lettres £iiijiantes^ Rec. 
xvi). When the group was visited by Mr. John Crawfurd on his mission 
to Cochin China the inhabitants numbered about 800, of Coch. Chinese 
descent. Thegrouj)is now, 1 believe, held by the French under .Saigon. 
The chief island is known to the Chinese as the mountain of Kunlun. 
There is another cluster of rocks in the same sea, called the Seven Chen, 
and respecting these two groups Chinese sailors have a kind of Incidit- 
iti’Scyllam saw : — 

“ Shaug-pa tsi Cheu^ hia-pa Kutf-htu^ 

Cht'ft mi ti(o shcy jin chuen mo is tiny 

Meaning : — 

“ With Kunlun to starhoanl, and larboard the Cheu, 

Keep conning your compass, whatever you do. 

Or to Davy Jones’ Locker go vessel and crew.’* 

{Ritter^ IV. 1017 ; Reinand, I. iS ; A, Hamilton^ II. 402 ; Afem, Cone, les 
Chinois^ XIV. 53). 

Note 3. — Pauthier read§ the name of the kingdom Soucat, but 
I adhere to the readings of the G. T., Lochac and Locac,^ wliich are sup- 
ported by Ramusio. PauthieFs C and the Bern MS. have le chac and le 
that,, which indicate the same reading. 

Distance and other particulars point, as Hugh Murray discerns, to 
the east coast of the Malay Peninsula, or (as I conceive) to the kingdom 
of Siam, including the said coast, as subject or tributary from time 
immemorial. 

The kingdom of Siam is known to the Chinese by the name of Sien- 
Lo, The Supplement to Matwanlin’s Encyclopaedia describes Sien-Lo 
as on the sea-board to the extreme south of Chenching. “ It originally 
consisted of two kingdoms, Sien and Lodioh, The Sien people are the 
remains of a tribe which in the year (a.d. 1341) began to come down 
upon the I^o-fioh, and united with the latter into one nation 
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'I'he lan^ of the Lo-hoh consists of extended plains, but not much 
africulture is done.’’ * 

In this Lo or Lo-koh which apparently fbrmed^ the fewer part 
of what is now Siam, previous to the middle of the fourt^tti can- 
tury, I believe that we have our Traveller’s Locac. The latter half 
of the name may be either the second syllable of ]^hoh, ibr Polo’s 
c often represents h; or it may be the Chinese Kwd or Kwi^ ^king- 
dom,” in the Canton and Fokien pronunciation (/.<?., the pronunciation 
of Polo’s mariners) kok; Lo-kok^ *‘the kingdom of Lo.” Sie»-Lo- 
Kok is the exact form of the Chinese name of Siam which is used by 
Bastian. 

What was this kingdom of Lo which occupied the northern shores of 
the GuJf of Siam ? Chinese scholars generally say that Sien-Lo means 
Siam and Laos ; but this I doubt greatly, if Laos is to bear the sense 
that we usually give it, x>., of a country bordering Siam on the north-east 
and north. It is true that the Chinese character indicating this kingdom 
of Lo, is the same which is used to indicate the Laotian tribes of Kwangsi 
and Kweichau called Lo, of whom we have spoken formerly (Bk. IL 
Ch. 58, Note 1). But I am informed on excellent authority that this 
does not by any means necessarily imply any identification. The name 
of Lophaburi^ otherwise Louvo and Lavd, one of the ancient capitals 
of l^ower Siam before the foundation of Ayuthia has suggested itself as 
one interpretation of the kingdom of Lo. But I suspect the true 
explanation is to be gathered from the following extract of a paper by 
the late intelligent King of Siam : “Our ancient Capital Ayuthia, before 
the year a.d. 1350, was but the ruin of an ancient place belonging 
to Kambuja, formerly called Law6k, ivhose inhabitants then possessed 

Southern Siam or Western Kambuja There were other cities, 

not far remote, also possessed by the Kambujans ; but their precise 
locality or much of their history cannot now be satisfactorily ascer- 
tained,” &c. 

The name Lawek is indeed applied by some writers of the 1 6th and 
17th centuries to the capital of what was then Kamboja, but this was 
perhaps only an instance of the familiar Arab practice of transferring 
the name of the country to whatever city happened to be the capital. 
La7c»eik is mentioned along with the other Siamese countries of Yuthia, 
Tennasserim, Sukkothai, Pichalok, Lagong, Lanchang (or Luang Pra- 
bang), and Zimmd (or Kiang-mai), in the vast list of states claimed by 
the Burmese Chronicle as tributary to Pagdn before its fall. We find in 
the Aind-Akbari a kind of aloes-wood called La^vdki^ no doubt because 
it came from this region. as it was in the 13th century, Za^aeiky 


* The extract of which this is the substance I owe to the kindness of Professor J. 
Summers, of King’s College. 


a 2. 
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the Lo-hoh of Matwanlin’s continuator, and the Locac of our Aijthor, aic 
then, I have little doubt, the same."^ 

The G. T. indeed makes the course from Sondiir to Locac sceloc «>r 
S.E. j but Pauthier’s text seems purposely to correct this, calling U 
”7^. r. niillcs oultre SiVtdurr This would bring us to the Peninsula 
somewhere about what is now the Siamese province of Ligor, and this is 
the only position accurately consistent with the next indication of the 
route, viz., a run of 500 miles south to the Straits of Singapore. Let ns 
keep in mind also Ramusios specific statement that Locac was on Ten a 
Firma. 

As regards the products named : (i) golcf is mined in the northern 
part of the Peninsula and is a staple export of Kalanlan, Tringano, and 
Pahang, further down, llarbosa says goUl was so abundant in Malar* a 
that it was reckoned by Biihars of 4 cwt. 'I'hough Mr. Logan has 
estimated the present produce of the whole Pcftinsiila at only 2o,oc>o 
ounces, Hamilton, at the beginning of last century, says Paliang alone in 
some years exported above 8 cwt. (2) Brazil-wooil, now generally 
known by the Malay term is abundant on the coa^t. Ritter spea ks 

of three small towns on it as entirely surrouiuled by trees of this kiiul. 
And higher up. in the latitude of 'Tavoy, the forests of Sa])pan-wood find 
a prominent place in some maps of Siam. In medieval intercom Ne 
between the courts of Siam and Ghina we find ISrazil wood to form the 
bulk of the Siamese j)resent. (3) Llci)hants are abundant. (4) Cowries, 
according to Marsden and Oawfurd are found in those seas largely only 
on the Sulu Islands ; but Bishop Ballegoix .says distinctly that they are 
found in abundance on the sand banks of the (iulf of Siam. 

For .some centuries after this time Siam was generally known to traders 
by the Persian name of Sha/ir-i-nao or New City. 'Phis seems to be the 
name generally applied to it in the Shijarat Malayu (or Malay Chronicle), 
and it is used also by Abdurrazzdk. It appears among the early navi- 
gators of the 1 6th century, as Da Gama, Varthema, Giovanni d’Kmpoli 
and Mendez Pinto, in the shajje of SornaUy Xarnau. Whether this name 
was applied to the new' city of Ayuthia, or was a translation of that of 
the older Lophaburi (which appears to be the Sansc. or Pali Nava-purd = 
New-City) I do not know. 

{Basiian, I. 357, HI. 433 ; Ramus., 1 . 318; Amyot, XIV. 266, 269 ; 
P^giix, I. 196 ; Bowring, I. 41, 72 ; Phayre in/ A. S. B., XXXVII. 
pt:L p. 102 ; Ain Akb., 8o ; Motihot, I. 70). 

Some geographers of the i6th century, following the old editions 
which carried the travellers S,E. or S.W. of Java to the land ot Boeach 


* Marsden hsi||«lso identified Lawek, but taken in the sense of the present Kam- 
boja, with Locac. 1 may suggest the possibility that the Jgiakula of Ibn Batuta is a 
transposed form of Zacae. The ^amdrak, J^omar of the same traveller and other 
Arab writers, I have elsewhere suggested to be Khmery or Kamboja Proper. (See 
/. B. IV. 240; Caikayy 469, 519.) 
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(for Locac), introduced in their maps a continent in tliat situation (see 
the map of the world by P. Plancius in Linschoten). And this has 
sometimes bci n adduced to prove an early knowledge of Australia. 
Mr. Major has treated this question ably in his interesting essay on the 
early notices of Australia. 


CHAPTER VIII. 

Of thf Island callkd Pkntam, and the City Malaiuk. 

When you leave Lociu and sail for 500 miles towards the 
south, you come to an Island called Pentam, a very wild 
place. All the wood that grows thereon consists of odori- 
ferous trees.* There is no more to say about it ; so let us 
sail about sixty miles further between those two Islands. 
Throughout this distance there is but four paces’ de])th 
of water, so that great ships in passing this channel have 
to lift their rudtlcrs, for they draw nearly as much water 
as that.* 

And when you have gone these 60 miles, and again 
about 30 more, you come to an Island which forms a 
Kingdom, and is called Malaiur. The people have a 
King of their own, and a peculiar language. The city is a 
fine and noble one, and there is great trade carried on there. 
All kinds of spicery are to be found there, and all other 
necessaries of life.^ 


Note 1. — Pentam^ or as in Ram. Pentan^ is no doubt the Bintang 
of our maps, more properly BentXn, a considerable Island at the 
eastern extremity of the Straits of Malacca. It appears in the list, 
published by Dulaurier from a Javanese Inscription, of the kingdoms 
conquered in the 15th century by the sovereigns reigning at Majapahit 
in Java {J. A. ser. 4, tom. xiiL 532).- Bintang was for a long time 
after the Portuguese conquest of Malacca, the chief residence of the 
Malay sultans who had been expelled by that conquest, and it still 
nominally belongs to the Sultan of Johore, the descendant of those 
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the L(hhoh of Matwanlin’s continuator, and tlie Locac of our A^hor, me 
then, I have little doubt, the same.^ 

The G. T. indeed makes the course from Sondur to Locac <>r 
S.E. j but Pauthiers text seems purposely to correct this, calling it 
“r, r. w/74vf oultre Siwdm\” This would bring us to the Peninsula 
somewhere about what is now the Siamese province of lagor, and this is 
the only position accurately consistent with the next indication of the 
route, viz., a run of 500 miles south to the Straits of Singapore. Let us 
keep in mind also Ranuisio’s specific statement that Locac was on Terra 
Firma. 

As regards the products named : (i) golrf'is mined in the northern 
part of the Peninsula and is a staple export of Kalantan, 'fringano, and 
Pahang, further down, Ikirbosa says gold was so abundant in Malac< a 
that it was reckoned by B a bars of 4 c.wt. Though Mr. Logan has 
estimated the present produce of the whole Peninsula at only 20,000 
ounces, Hamilton, at the beginning of hist century, says Pahang alone in 
some years exported above 8 cwt. (2) lira/il-wood, now generally 
known by the Malay term SiT/>/*an^ is abuiulant on the coast. Ritter spea ks 
of three small towns on it as entirely surr6uiuled by trees of this kind. 
And higher up, in the latitude of I'avoy, the forests of Sappan-woofl find 
a prominent place in some maps of Siam. In mediev«d intercourse 
between the courts of Siam and (.‘hina we hud Hra/ihwood to form the 
bulk of the Siamese present. (3) KIcjdiants are abundant. (4) Cowries, 
according to Marsdeii and Crawfurd are found in those seas largely only 
on the Sulu Islands ; but Ifishop I'allegoix says distinctly that they are 
found in abimdance on the sand banks of die (iulf of Siam. 

For some centuries after this time Siam was generally known to traders 
by the Persian name of Shahr-i-uao or New City. 'I’his seems to be the 
name generally applied to it in the Shijarat Malayu (or Mal.iy Chronicle), 
and it is used also by Abdurrazzak. It appears among the early navi- 
gators of the 1 6th century, as Da Gama, Varlhcma, Giovanni d’Empoli 
and Mendez Pinto, in the shape of Sornau^ Xarnau, Whether this name 
was applied to the new city of Ayuthia, or was a translation of that of 
the older Lophaburi (which appears to be the Sansc:. or Pali Ntwapura = 
New-City) I do not know. 

{Bastian, I. 357, III. 433 ; Ramus, ^ I. 318; Amyot^ XIV. 266, 269 ; 
Pallegoix, I. 196 ; Bmuring, I. 41, 72 ; Phayre in /. A, S, B,, XXX VH. 
pt. i. p. 102 ; Ain A kb, ^ 80; Mouhot^ I, 70). 

Some geograjihers of the i6th century, following the old edition.s 
which carried the travellers S.K. or S.W. of Java to the land of Boeach 


♦ Marsden haikalso identified Lawek, but taken in the sense of the present Kani- 
boja, with Locac. I may suggest the i)ossibiIily that the Kaktda of I bn Hntuta is a 
transposed form of Locac. The Kanidrah^ h’^omar of the same traveller and other 
Arab writers, I have elsewhere suggested to Ixr Khmer^ or Katiiboja Proper. (See 
I, B. IV^ 240 ; Cathay^ 469, 519.) 
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(for Lociic), iniroduced in their maps a continent in that situation (see 
the map of the world by P. Plancius in Linschoten). And this has 
sometimes be» n adduced to prove an early knowledge of Australia. 
Mr. Major has treated this question ably in his interesting essay on the 
early notices of Australia. 


CHAPTER VII 1. 

Of THK ISLANlJ.CALLKIi PKNTAM, AND THK CiTV MaLAIUK. 

Whkn you leave Loc:i< and sail for 500 miles towards the 
south, you come to an Island called Pent am, a very wild 
place. All the wood that grows thereon consists of odori- 
ferous trees.* There is no more to say about it ; so let us 
sail about sixty miles further between those two Islands. 
Throughout this distance there is but four paces" depth 
of water, so that great ships in passing this channel have 
to lift their rudders, for they draw nearly as much water 
as that.* 

And when you have gone these 60 miles, and again 
about 30 more, you come to an Island which forms a 
Kingdom, and is called Malaiur. The people have a 
King of their own, and a peculiar language. The city is a 
fine and noble one, and there is great trade carried on there. 
All kinds of spicery arc to be found there, and all other 
necessaries of life.^ 


Note 1. — Pentam^ or as in Ram. Pentan, is no doubt the Bintang 
of our maps, more properly BentXn, a considerable Island at the 
eastern extremity of the Straits of Malacca. It appears in the list, 
published by Dulaurier from a Javanese Inscrii)tion, of the kingdoms 
conquered in the 15th century by the sovereigns reigning at Majapahit 
in Java A, ser. 4, tom. xiii. 532). Bintang was for a long time 
after the Portuguese conquest of Malacca, the chief residence of the 
Malay sultans who had been expelled by that conquest, and it still 
nominally belongs to the Sultan of Johore, the ilescendant of those 
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princes, though in fact ruled by the Dutch, whose port of Rhio stands 
on an island close to its western shore. It is the Bintdo of the Portu- 
guese, whereof Camoens speaks as the persistent enemy of Malacca 
(X. 57). 

Note 2. — There is a good deal of confusion in the text of this 
chapter. Here we have a passage spoken of between ‘‘ those two 
Islands,” when only one island seems to have been mentioned. But I 
imagine the other “ island ” in the traveller’s mind to be the continuation 
of the same Locac, />., the Malay Peninsula which he has coasted for 
500 miles. And this is confirmed by Ramusio : “ between the Kingdom 
of Locac and the Island of Pentan.” The old Latin editions (as Muller’s) 
have the same. The passage in question is the Strait of Singapore, or 
as the old navigators called it, the Straits of Gobernador, having the 
mainland of the Peninsula and the Island of Singapore on the one side, 
and the Islands of Bintang and Batang on the other. The length of the 
strait is roughly 60 geographical miles, or a little more ; and I see in a 
route given in the Lettres Kdijiantes (II. p. 118) that the length of navi- 
gation is so stated ; “ Le detroit de Gobernador a vingt lieues de long, 
et est fort difficile quand on n’y a jamais passd” 

The Venetian passo was 5 feet. Marco here alludes to the well- 
known practice with the Chinese junks of raising the rudder, for which 
they have a special arrangement, which is indicated in the cut at p. 194. 

Note 3. — ^There is a difficulty here about the indications, carrying 
us, as they do, first 60 miles through the Strait, and then 30 miles further 
to the Island Kingdom and city of Malaiur. There is also a singular 
variation in the readings as to this city and island. The G. T. has “ Une 
isle qe est roiame, et s'apelle Malanir e I’isle Pentam.” The Crusca has the 
same, only reading Malavir, Pauthier : “ Une isle qui est royau 7 ney et 
a iioin Maliur.” The Geog. Latin ; “ Ibi invenitur una insula in qua est 
unus rex quern vocant Lamovich. Civitas et insula vocantur Pontavich.” 
Ram. : “ Chiamasi la citid Malaiur, e cosi 1’ isola Malaiur.” 

All this is very perplexed, and it is difficult to trace what may have 
been the true readings. The 30 miles beyond the straits, whether we 
give the direction south-east as in G. T. or no, will not carry us to the 
vicinity of any place known to have been the site of an important city. 
As the point of departure in the next chapter is from Pentam and not 
from Malaiur, the introduction of the latter is perhaps a digression from 
the route, on information derived either from hearsay or from a former 
voyage. But there is not information enough to decide what place is 
meant by Malaiur. Probabilities seem to me to be divided between 
Palembangy and its colony Singhapura, Palembang, according to the 
commentaries of Alboquerque, was called by. the Javanese Malayo. The 
List of Sumatran Kingdoms in De Barros makes Tana Malayu the next 
to Palembang. @n the whole, I incline to this interpretation. 

Singhapura was founded by an emigration from Palembang, itself a 
Javanese colony. It became the site of a flourishing kingdom, and was 
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then, according to’ the tradition recorded by De Barros, the most im- 
portant centre of population in those regions, “ whither used to gather 
all the navigators of the Eastern Seas, from both East and West ; to this 
great city of Singapura all docked as to a general market ” (Dec. II. 
6, i). This suits the description in our text well ; but as Singhapura was 
in sight of any ship passig.g through the straits, mistake could hardly 
occur as to its position, even if it had not been visited. 

I omit Malacca entirely from consideration because the evidence 
appears to me conclusive against the existence of Malacca at this time. 

The Malay Chronology, as published by Valentyn, ascribes the 
foundation of that city to a King called Iskandar Shah, placing it in 
A.D. 1252, fixes the reign of Mahomed Shah, the third King of Malacca 
and first Mussulman King, as extending from 1276 to 1333 (not stating 
when his conversion took place), and gives 8 kings in all between 
the foundation of the city and its capture by the Portuguese in 15 ii, 
a space according to those data of 259 years. As Sri Iskandar Shah, 
the founder, had reigned 3 years in Singhapura before founding Malacca, 
and Mahomed Shah, the loser, reigned 2 years in Johore after the loss 
of his capital, we have 264 years to divide among 8 kings, giving 33 
years to each reign. This certainly indicates that the period requires 
considerable curtailment. 

Again, both De Barros and the Commentaries of Alboquerque 
ascribe the foundation of Malacca to a Javanese fugitive from Palem- 
bang called Paramisura, and Alboquerque makes Iskandar Shah {Xaquetn 
darxd) the so 7 i of Paramisura, and the first convert to Mahomedanism. 
Four other kings reign in succession after him, the last of the four being 
Mahomed Shah, expelled in 15 ii. 

The historian De Couto, whilst giving the same number of reigns 
from the conversion to the capture, places the former event about 
1384. And the Commentaries of Alboquerque allow no more than 
some ninety years from the foundation of Malacca to his capture of 
the city. 

There is another approximate check to the chronology afforded by 
a Chinese record in the XIVth volume of Amyot’s collection. This 
informs us that Malacca first acknowledged itself as tributary to the 
Empire in 1405. In 1411 the King of Malacca himself, called Peili- 
misula (Paramisura), came in person to the court of China to render 
homage. And in 1414 the Queen-Mother of Malacca came to court 
bringing her son’s tribute. 

Now this notable fact of the visit of a King of Malacca to the court 
of China, and his acknowledgment of the Emperor’s supremacy, is also 
recorded in the Commentaries of Alboquerque. This work, it is true, 
attributes the visit, not to Paramisura, the founder of Malacca, but to 
his son and successor Iskandar Shah. This may be a question of a title 
only, perhaps borne by both ; but we seem entitled to conclude with 
confidence that Malacca was founded by a prince whose son was reigning, 
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and visited the court of China, in 1411.* And the real chronology will 
be about midway between the estimates of De Couto and of Alboquerque. 
Hence Malacca did not exist for nearly a century after Polo’s voyage^' 
Mr. Logan supposes that the form Ma^ayu-r may indicate that the 
Malay language of the 13th century “ had not yet replaced the strong 
naso-guttural terminals by pure vowels.” Wq find the same form in a 
contemporary Chinese notice. This records that in the and year of the 
Yuen, tribute was sent from Siam to the Emperor. “ The Siamese had 
long been at war with the Maliyi or Maliurh, but both nations _laid 
aside their feud and submitted to China,” (Valmtyn, V. p. 352 ; Craw- 
furd's Dese. £^ct. art Malacca; Lassen\ IV. 541 seqq. ;Joum. Ind. 
ArcMp. V. 572, II. 608-9 ; Barros, Dec. II. 1 . vi. c. i ; Comentarios 
do grattde Afonso d' Alboquerque, part III. cap. xvii. ; Couto, Dec. IV. 
liv. il ; Bowrinfs Kingdom and People of Siam, I.,72.) 


CHAPTER IX. 

Concerning the Island of Java the Less. The Kingdoms of 
Ferlec and Basma. 

When you leave the Island of Pentam and sail about 100 
miles, you reach the Island of Java the Less. For all its 
name ’tis none so small but that it has a compass of two 
thousand miles or more. Now I will tell you all about 
this Island.* 

You see there are upon it eight kingdoms and eight 
crowned kings. The people are all idolaters, and every 
kingdom has a language of its own. The Island hath great 
abundance of treasure, with costly spices, lign-aloes and 
spikenard and many others that never come into our parts.* 
Now I am going to tell you all about these eight 
kingdoms, or at least the greater part of them. But let 
me premise one marvellous thing, and that is the fact that 
this Island lies so far to the south that the North Star, 
little or much, is never to be seen! 


• There is a processed reconstruction of the Malay chronology in Lassen’s IVth 
volume. It gives some useful references, but is not otherwise of value. 
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Now let us resume our subject, a^nd first I will tell you 
of the kingdom of Ferlec. 

This kingdom, yoji must know, is so much frequented 
by the Saracen merchants that they have converted the 
natives to the Law of Mahommet — I mean the townspeople 
only, for the hill-people live for all the world like beasts, 
and eat human flesh, as well as all other kinds of flesh, 
clean or unclean. And they worship this, that, and the 
other thing; for in fact the first thing that they see on 
rising in the morning, that they do worship for the rest 
of the day.* 

Having told you of the kingdom of Ferlec, I will now 
tell of another which is called Basma. 

When you quit the kingdom of Ferlec you enter 
upon that of Basma. This also is an independent kingdom, 
and the people have a language of their own; but they 
are just like beasts without laws or religion. They call 
themselves subjects of the Great Kaan, but they pay him 
no tribute ; indeed they are so far away that his men could 
not go thither. Still all these Islanders declare themselves 
to be his subjects, and sometimes they send him curiosities 
as presents.** There are wild elephants in the country, and 
numerous unicorns, which are very nearly as big. They 
have hair like that of a buffalo, feet like those of an 
elephant, and a horn in the middle of the forehead, which 
is black and very thick. They do no mischief, however, 
with the horn, but with the tongue alone ; for this is 
covered all over with long and strong prickles [and when 
savage with any one they crush him under their knees and 
then rasp him with their tongue]. The head resembles that of 
a wild boar, and they carry it ever bent towards the ground. 
They delight much to abide in mire and mud. ’Tis a 
passing ugly beast to look upon, and is not in the least 
like that which our stories tell of as being caught in the 
lap of a virgin ; in fact ’tis altogether different from what 
we fancied.’ There are also monkeys here in great numbers 
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and of sundry kinds ; and goshawks as black as crows. 
These are very large birds and capital for fowling.^ 

I may tell you moreover that whgn people bring home 
pygmies which they allege to come from India, ’tis all a lie 
and a cheat. For those little men, as they call them, are 
manufactured on this Island, and I will tell you how. You 
see there is on the Island a kind of monkey which is very 
small, and has a face just like a man’s. They take these, 
and pluck out all the hair except the hair of the beard and 
on the breast, and then they dry them and stuff them and 
daub them with saffron and other things until they look 
like men. But you see it is all a cheat ; for nowhere in 
India nor anywhere else in the world were there ever men 
seen so small as these pretended pygmies. 

Now I will say no more of the kingdom of Basma, 
but tell you of the others in succession. 


Note 1. — Java the Less is the Island of Sumatra. Here there is 
no exaggeration in the dimension assigned to its circuit, which is about 
2300 miles. The old Arabs of the 9th century give it a circuit of 800 
parasangs, or say 2700 miles, and Barbosa reports the estimate of the 
Mahomedan seamen as 2100 miles. Compare the more reasonable 
accuracy of these estimates of Sumatra, which the navigators knew in its 
entire compass, with the wild estimates of Java Proper, of which they 
knew but the northern coast. 

Polo by no means stands alone in giving the name of Java to the 
island now called Sumatra. The terms Jawa, Jawiy were applied by the 
Arabs to the islands and productions of the archipelago generally 
Luhdn Jdwt, “Java frankincense,” whence by corruption Benzoin)^ but 
also specifically to Sumatra. Thus Sumatra is the Jdwafi both of Abul- 
feda and of I bn Batuta, the latter of whom spent some time on the island, 
both in going to China and on his return. The Java also of the Catalan 
Map appears to be Sumatra. Javaku again is the name applied in the 
Singalese chronicles to the Malays in general. Jdu and Bawa are the 
names still applied by the Battaks and the people of Nias respectively 
to the Malays, showing probably that these were looked on as Javanese 
by those tribes which did not partake of the civilization diflfused Trom 
Java. In Siamese also the Malay language is called Chawa; and even 
on the Malay peninsula a half-breed born from a Kling (or Coromandel) 
father and a Maliy mother is nicknamed Jdwi Pdkdn^ “a Jawi (/>., 
Malay) of the market.” 
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There is some reason to believe that the application of the name 
Java to Sumatra is of very old date. For the oldest inscription of 
ascertained date in the Archipelago which has yet been read, a Sanscrit 
one from Pagaroyang, the capital of the ancient Malay state of Menang- 
kabau in the heart of Sumatra, bearing a date equivalent to a.d. 656, 
entitles the monarch whom it commemorates, Adityadharma by name, 
the king of “ the First Java ” (or rather Yava). This Mr. Friedrich 
interprets to mean Sumatra. 

An accomplished Dutch Orientalist suggests that the Arabs originally 
applied the terms Great Java and Little Java to Java and Sumatra 
respectively, not because of their imagined relation in size, but as indi- 
cating the former to be Java Proper. Thus also, he says, there is a 
Great Acheh (Achin), which does not imply that the place so called is 
greater than the coa^it state of Achin, but because it is Acheh Proper. 
A like feeling may have suggested the Great Bulgaria, Great Hungary, 
Great Turkey of the medieval travellers. These were, or were supposed 
to be, the original seats of the Bulgarians, Hungarians, and Turks. And 
it would account for the term of Little Thai^ formerly applied to the 
Siamese in distinction from the Great Thai, their kinsmen of Laos. 

In after-days, when the name of Sumatra for the Great Island had 
established itself, the traditional term “Little Java” sought other appli- 
cations. Barbosa seems to apply it to Sumbawa; Pigafetta and Caven- 
dish apply it to Bali, and in this way Raffles says it was still used in his 
own day. Geographers were sometimes puzzled about it. Magini says 
Java Minor is almost incogfiita. 

(Tumour's Epitome, p. 45 ; Van der Tiiuk, Bladwijzer tot de drie 
Stukken van het Bataksche Leesboek, p. 43, &c. ; Friedrich in Bat. 
Transactions, XXVI.) 

Note 2. — As regards the treasure, Sumatra was long famous for its 
produce of gold. The export is estimated in Crawfurd’s History at 
35,530 ounces; but no doubt it was much more when the native states 
were in a condition of greater wealth and civilization, as they undoubt- 
edly were some centuries ago. Valentyn says that in some years Achin 
had exported 80 bahars, equivalent to 32,000 or 36,000 lbs. avoirdu- 
pois (!). Of the other products named, lign-aloes or eagle-wood is a 
product of Sumatra, and is or was very abundant in Campar on the 
eastern coast. The Ain-i-Akbari says this article was usually brought to 
India from Achin and Tenasserim. Both this and spikenard are men- 
tioned by Polo’s contemporary Kazwini among the products of Java 
(probably Sum(|jtra), viz., Java lign-aloes (al-Ud aljdwi), camphor, 
spikenard (Sumbut), &c. Ndrdwastu is the name of a grass with fragrant 
roots much used as a perfume in the archipelago, and I see this is 
rendered spikenard in a translation from the Malay Annals in the 
Journal oj the Archipela^. 

With regard to the kingdoms of the island which Marco proceeds to 
describe, it is well to premise that all the six which he specifies are to be 



230 


MARCO POLO. 


Book III. 

i 

looked for towards the north end of the island, viz., in regular succession 
up the northern part of the east coast, along the north coast, and down 
the northern part of the west coast. This will be made tolerably clear 
in the details, and Marco himself intimates at ihe end of the next chapter 
that the six kingdoms he describes were all at this side or end of the 
island : “ Or vos avon contee de cesti roiames que sunt de ceste partie de 
cesteyste, et des autres roiames de Tautre partie ne voz conteron-noz rien,^' 
Most commentators have made confusion by scattering them up and 
down, nearly all round the coast of Sumatra. The best remarks on the 
subject I have met with are by Mr. Logan in his Journal of the Ind, 
Arch, II. 6io. 

The “ kingdoms ” were certainly many more than eight throughout 
the island. At a later day De Barros enumerates 29 on the coast alone. 
Crawfurd reckons 15 different nations and langu^vges on Sumatra and 
its dependent isles, of which 1 1 belong to the great island itself. 

(Hist, of Lid, Arch, III. 4S2 ; Va/entyn, V. (Sumatra), p. 5; Hesc, 
Diet, p. 7, 417 j Gildcnieister^ p. 193; Crawf Malay Diet, 119; J, Ind, 
Arch, V. 313.) 

Note 3. — The kingdom of ParlAk is mentioned in the Shijarat 
Malayu or Malay Chronicle, and also in a Malay History of the Kings 
of Pasei, of which an abstract is given by Dulaurier, in connexion with 
the other states of which we shall speak presently. It is also men- 
tioned (Barlak) as a city of the Archipelago by Rashiduddin. Of its 
extent we have no knowledge, but the position (probably of its northern 
extremity) is preserved in the native name, Taniong (/. e,, Cape) Farldk, 
of the N.E. horn of Sumatra, called by European seamen “ Diamond 
Point,” whilst the river and town of Perla, about 32 miles south of that 
point, indicate, I have little doubt, the site of the old capital.* Indeed 
in Malombra’s Ptolemy (Venice, 1574), I find the next city of Sumatra 
beyond Pacen marked as Pnlaca, 

The form Ferlec shows that Polo got it from the Arabs, who having 
no p often rei)laced that letter by f. It is notable that the Malay 
alphabet, which is tliat of the Arabic with necessary modifications, 
represents the sound p not by the Persian pe (,j_,), but by the Arabic 

(o), with three dots instead of one (o). 

A Malay chronicle of Achin dates the accession of the first Mahom- 
edan king of that state, the nearest point of Sumatra to India and 
Arabia, in the year answering to a.d. 1205, and this is the earliest con- 
version arnonj^ the Malays on record. It is extremely doubtful, however, 
whether there were Kings of Achin in 1205, or for edituries after, so 
it must also be doubtful whether this date applies to any real event 
or not. 

* See Anderson's Mission to East Coast of Sumatra^ pp. 229, 233, and map. The 
Ferlec of Polo was identified by Valentyn {Sumatra^ in vol. v., p. 21). 
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The notice of the Hill-people, who lived like beasts and ate human 
flesh, presumably attaches to the Battas or Bataks, occupying high table- 
lands in the interior of Sumatra. They do not now extend north beyond 
lat. 3"". The interior of northern Sumatra seems to remain a terra 
incognita^ and even with flie coast we are far less familiar than our 
ancestors were 250 years ago. The Battas are remarkable among can- 
nibal nations as having attained or retained some degree of civilization, 
and as being possessed of an alphabet and documents. Their anthro- 
pophagy is now professedly practised according to precise laws and only 
in prescribed cases, 'fhus : (r) A commoner seducing a Raja's wife 
must be eaten ; (2) Enemies taken in battle outside their village must be 
eaten alive; those taken in storming a village may be spared; (3) 
Traitors and spies have the same doom, but may ransom themselves for 
60 dollars a-head. There is nothing more horrible or extraordinary in 
all the stories of metlleval travellers than the facts of this institution. 
(See Junghuhtty Die Battaldnder^ II. 158.) And it is evident that 
human flesh is also at times kept in the houses for food. Junghuhn, 
himself a great admirer of the Battas, tells how after a perilous and 
hungry flight he arrived in a friendly village, and the food that was 
otfei^d by his hosts was the flesh of two prisoners that had been 
slaughtered the day before (I. 249). Anderson was also told of one of 
the most powerful Batta chiefs who would eat only such food, and took 
care to be supplied with it (225). 

The story of the Battas is that in old times their communities lived 
•in peace and knew no such custom ; but a Devil, Na?ialain, came bring- 
ing strife, and introduced this man-eating, at a period which they spoke 
of (in 1840) as three men’s lives ago,” or about 210 years previous 
to that date. Junghuhn, with some enlargement of the time, is dis- 
posed to accept their story of the practice being comparatively modern. 
This seems unlikely, for their hideous custom seems to be alluded to 
by a long chain of early authorities. Ptolemy’s anthropophagi may 
perhaps be referred to the smaller islands. But the Arab Delations of 
the 9th century speak of man-eaters in Al-Ramni, undoubtedly Sumatra. 
Then comes our traveller, followed by Odoric, and in the early part 
of the 15th century by Conti, who names the Batech cannibals. Barbosa 
describes them without naming them ; Galvano (p. 108) speaks of them 
by name. 

The practice of worshipping the first thing seen in the morning is 
related of a variety of nations. Pigafetta tells it of the people of Gilolo, 
and Varthema in his account of Java (which I fear is fi^on) ascribes 
it to some people of that island. Richard Eklen tells iffbf the Lap- 
landers {Notes on Russia^ Hak. Soc. II. 224). 

Note 4. — Basma^ as Valentyn indicated, is the Pasei of the Malays, 
which the Arabs probably called Basam or the like, for the Portuguese 
wrote it Pacem. Pasei is mentioned in the Malay Chronicle as founded 
by Malik-al-S 41 ih, the first Mussulman sovereign of Samudra, the next of 
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Marco’s kingdoms. He assigned one of these states to each of his two 
sons, Malik al-Dhdhir and Malik al-Mansdr ; the former of whom was 
reigning at Samudra, and apparently over the whole coast, when Ibn 
Batuta was there (about 1346-47). There is also a Malay History of 
the Kings of Pasei to which reference has already been made. 

Somewhat later Pasei was a great and famous city: Majapahit, 
Malacca, and Pasei being reckoned the three great cities of the Archi- 
pelago. The stimulus of conversion to Islam had not taken effect on 
those Sumatran states at the time of Polo’s voyage, but it did so soon 
afterwards, and low as they have now fallen, their power at one time 
was no delusion. Achin, which rose to be the chief of them, in 1615 
could send against Portuguese Malacca an expedition of more than 500 
sail, 100 of which were galleys larger than any then constructed in 
Europe, and carried from 600 to 800 men each. 

Note 5. — The elephant seems to abound in the forest-tracts through- 
out the whole length of Sumatra, and the species is now determined to 
be a distinct* one {E, Sumatranus) from that of continental India, and 
identical with that of Ceylon. The Sumatran elephant in former days 
was caught and tamed extensively. Ibn Batuta speaks of 100 elephants 
in the train of Al Dhahir, the King of Sumatra Proper; and in^the 
17th century Beaulieu says the K. of Achin had always 900. Giov. 
d’Empoli also mentions them at Pedir in the beginning of the i6th 
century ; and see Pasei Chronicle quoted in J, As. sen 4, tom. ix. 
b. 258-9. 

As Polo’s account of the rhinoceros is evidently from nature, it is 
notable that he should not only call it unicorn, but speak so precisely of 
its one horn, for the characteristic, if not the only, species on the island, 
is a two-horned one {Rh, Sumatranus ) and his mention of the buffalo- 
like hair applies only to this one. This species exists also on the 
Indo-Chinese continent and, it is believed, in Borneo. I have seen it 
in the Arakan forests as high as 19^ 20'; one was taken not long since 
near Chittagong ; and Mr. Blyth tells me a stray one has been seen in 
Assam or its borders. 

What the Traveller says of the animal’s love of mire and mud is well 
illustrated by the manner in which the Semangs or Negritoes of the 
Malay Peninsula are said to destroy him ; “ This animal ... is found 
frequently in marshy places, with its whole body immersed in the mud, 
and part of the head only visible. . . . Upon the dry weather setting in 
.... the mud becomes hard and crusted, and the rhinoceros cannot effect 
his escape #thout considerable difficulty and exertion. The Semangs 
prepare themselves with large quantities of combustible materials, with 
which they quietly approach the animal, who is aroused from his reverie 
by an immense fil-e over him, which being kept well supplied by the 


* Marsden, however, does say that a one-horned species {Rh. sondaicus ?) is also 
found on Sumatra (3d ed. of his If, of Sumatra^ p. 116}. 
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Semangs with fresh fuel, soon completes his destruction, and renders 
him in a fit state to make a meal of” Ind, Arch, IV. 426).* There 
is a great difference in aspect between the one-horned species {Rh, 
Sondaicus and Rh, Indicus^ and the two-horned. The Malays express 
what that difference is admirably, in calling the last Bddak-Karbdu^ “ the 
Buffalo-Rhinoceros,” and the Sondaicus Bddah-Gdjah, “ the Elephant- 
Rhinoceros.” 

. The belief in the formidable nature of the tongue of the rhinoceros 
is very old and wide-s|3read, though I can find no foundation for it but 



The three Asiatic Rhinoceroses : (upper) Indicus, (middle) Sondaicus, (lower) Sumatranus. 


the rough appearance of the organ. The Chinese have the belief, and 
the Jesuit Lecomte attests it from professed observation of the animal 
in confinement. {Chm, Repos, VII. 137 ; Lecomte^ II. 4064 

The legend, to which Marco alludes, about the unicorn allowing 
itself to be ensnared by a maiden (and of which Marsden has made ah 


* An American writer professes to have discovered in Missouri the fossil remains 
of a bogged mastodon, which had been killed precisely in this way by human contem- 
poraries (see Lubbock ^ Preh. Times ^ 2d ed. 279), 
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odd t)erversion in his translation, whilst indicating the true meaning in 
his note) is also an old and general one. It will be found, for example, 
in Brunetto I^atini, in the Image du Monde^ in the Jordanus, 

and in the verses of Tzetzes.* The latter represents Monoceros as 
attracted not by the maiden’s charms but “by her perfumery. So he 
is inveigled and blindfolded by a stout young knave, disguised as a 
maiden and drenched with scent ; — 

“ ’Tis then the huntsmen hasten up, abandoning their ambush ; 

Clean from his head they chop his horn, prized ^intidote to poison t 
And let the docked and luckless beast escape into the jungles.” 

—V. 399, seqq. 

In the cut which we give of this from a medieval source the hom of 
the unicorn is evidently the tusk of a narwhal^ a mistake which may 
be traced in the illustrations to Cosmas Indicopjeustes from his own 
drawings, and which long endured, as may be seen in P. della Valle 



Monoceros and the Maiden. 


(II. 491). And to this popular error is no doubt due the reading in 
Pauthier’s text, which makes the horn white instead of black. We may 
quote also the following quaint version of the fable from the Bestiary 
of Philip de Thaun, published by Mr. Wright {Popular Treatises on 
Science, &c. p. 81) : — 

** Monosccros est Beste, un come ad en la teste, 

Purceo ad si a nun, de buc ad fa9un ; 

Par Pucelc est prise ; or vez en quel guise. 

Quant hom le volt cacer et prendre et enginner, 

Si vent hom al forest ii sis riparis est ; 

Lk met une Pucele hors de sein sa mamele, 

Et par odurement Monosceros la sent ; 

Dune vent k la Pucele, et si baiset la mamele, 

En sein devant se dort, issi vent k sa mort ; 

Li hom suivent atant ki I’ocit en dormant 
U trestout vif le prent, si fais puis sun talent. 

Grant chose signifie.” 

And so goes on to moralize the fable. 


* Tresor, p. 253 ; AT. and E,, V. 263 ; Jordanus, p. 43. 
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Note 6. — In the J, Indian Archif. V. 285 there is mention of the 
Falco Malaiensis; black," with. n double white-and-brown spotted tail, 
said to belong to the ospreys, “ bat does not disdain to take birds and 
other .game/' 


CHAPTER X. 

• * 

The Kingdoms of Samara and Dagroian. 

So you must know that when you leave the kingdom of 
Basma you come to another kingdom called Samara, on the 
same Island.* And in that kingdom Messer Marco Polo was 
detained five months by the weather, which would not allow 
of his going on. And I tell you that here again neither the 
Pole-star nor the stars of the Maestro * were to be seen, 
much or little. The people here are wild idolaters ; they 
have a king who is great and rich ; but they also call them- 
selves subjects of the Great Kaan. When Messer Mark 
was detained on this Island five months by contrary winds, 
[he landed with about 2000 men in his company ; they dug 
large ditches on the landward side to ^compass the party, 
resting at either etid on the sea-haven, and within these 
ditches they^made ' bulwarks or stockades of timber] for 
fear of those brutes of man-eaters ; [for there is great store 
of wood there ; and the islanders having confidence in the 
party supplied them with victuals and other things needful]. 
There is abundance of fish to be had, the best in the world. 
The people have no wheat, but live on rice. Nor have 
they any wine except such as I shall now describe. 

You must know that they derive it from a certain kind 
of tree that they have. When they want wine they cut a 
branch of this, and attach a great pot to the stem of the 
tree at the place where the branch was cut ; in a day and a 
night they will find the pot filled. This wine is excellent 
drink, and is got both white and red. [It is of such sur- 
passing virtue that it cures dropsy and tisick and spleen.] 

VOL. II. R 
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The trees resemble small date-palms ; . . . and when cut- 
ting a branch no longer gives a flow of wine, they water 
the root of the tree, and before long the branches again 
begin to give out wine as before.^ They have also great 
quantities of Indian nuts [as big as a man’s head], which are 
good to eat when fresh ; [being sweet and savoury, and 
white as milk. The inside of the meat of the nut is filled 
with a liquor like clear fresh water, but better to the taste, 
and more delicate than wine or any other drink that ever 
existed]. 

Now we have done telling you about this kingdom, let 
us quit it and we will tell you of Dagroiah. 

When you leave the kingdom of Samara you come to 
another which is called DAGROiA.sr. It is an independent 
kingdom, and has a language of its own. The people are 
very wild, but they call themselves the subjects of the 
Great Kaan. I will tell you a wicked custom of theirs.^ 

When one of them is ill they send for their sorcerers, 
and put the question to them, whether the sick man shall 
recover of his .sickness or no. If they say that he will 
recover, then they let him alone till he gets better. But 
if the sorcerers foretell that the sick man is to die, the 
friends sentl for certain judges of theirs to put*to death him 
who has thus been condemned by the sorcerers to die. 
These men come, and lay so many clothes upon the sick 
man’s mouth that they suffocate him. And when he is 
dead they have him cooked, and gather together all the 
dead man’s kin, and eat him. And I assure you they do 
suck the very bones till not a particle of marrow remains 
in them ; for they say that if any nourishment remained in 
the bones this would breed worms, and then the worms 
would die for want of food, and the death of those worms 
would be laid to the charge of the deceased man’s soul. 
And so they eat him up stump and rump. And when 
they have thps eaten him they collect his bones and put 
them in fine chests, and carry them away, and place them 
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in caverns among the mountains where no Jbeast nor other 
creature can get at them. And you must know also that 
if they take prisoner a man of another country, and he can- 
not pay a ransom in coin, they kill him and eat him 
straightway. It is a very evil custom and a parlous.’ 

Now that I have told you about this kingdom let us 
leave it, and I will tell you of Lambri. 

Note 1. — I have little doubt that in Marco’s dictation the name was 
really Samatra, and it is possible that we have a trace of this in the 
Samarcha (for Samartha) of the Crusca MS. 

The Shijarat Ma/'ryu has a legend, with a fictitious etymology, of 
the foundation of the city and kingdom of Sa?nndra or Sumatra, by 
Marah Silu, a fisherman near Pasangan, who had acquired great wealth, 
as wealth is got in fairy tales. The name is probably the Sanscrit 
Samudra^ “ the sea.” Possibly it may have been imitated from Dwara 
Samudra, at that time a great state and city of Southern India. Mara 
Silu having become King of Samudra was converted to Islam, and took 
the name of Malik-al-Sdlih. He married the daughter of the King of 
Parldk^ by whom he had two sons, and to have a principality for each 
he founded the city and kingdom of FaseL Thus we have Marco’s 
three first kingdoms, Ferlec, Basma, and Samara, connected together in 
a satisfactory manner in the Malayan story. It goes on to relate the 
history of the two sons A1 Dhdhir and A1 Mansdr. Another version is 
given in the history of Pasei already alluded to, with such differences as 
might be expected when the oral traditions of several centuries came to 
be written down. 

Ibn Batuta, about 1346, on his way to China, spent fifteen days at 
the court of Samudra, which he calls Sdmdthrah or Sdmuthrah, The 
king whom he found there reigning was the Sultan A1 Malik Al-Dhdhir, 
a most zealous Mussulman, surrounded by doctors of theology, and 
greatly addicted to religious discussions, as well as a great warrior and a 
powerful prince. The city was four miles from its port, which the 
traveller calls Sdrha; he describes the capital as a large and fine town, 
surrounded with an enceinte and bastions of timber. The court dis- 
played all the state of Mahomedan royalty, and the Sultan’s dominions 
extended for many days along the coast. In accordance with Ibn 
Batuta’s picture, the Malay Chronicle represents the court of Pasei 
(which we have seen to be intimately connected with Samudra) as a 
great focus of theological studies about this time. 

There can be little doubt that Ibn Batuta’s Malik A1 Dhdhir is the 
prince of the Malay Chronicle, the son of the first Mahomedan king. 
We find in 1292 that Marco says nothing of Mahomedanism ; the 
people are still wild idolaters j but the king is already a rich and power- 

K 'X 
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ful prince. This njay have been Malik A 1 Salih before his conversion ; 
but it may be doubted if the Malay story be correct in representing him 
as the founder of the city. Nor is this apparently so represented in the 
Book of the Kings of Pasei. 

Before Ibn Batuta’s time, Sumatra or Samudra appears in the travels 
of Odoric. After speaking of Lamori (to which we shall come pre- 
sently), he says : In the same island, towards the south, is another 
kingdom, by name Sumoltra, in which is a singular generation of 
people, for they brand themselves on the face with a hot iron in some 
twelve places,” &c. This looks as if the conversion to Islam was still 
(circa 1323) very incomplete. Rashiduddin also speaks of Smm'itra as 
lying beyond Lamuri {Elliot^ I. p. 70). 

The power attained by the dynasty of Malik Al Salih, and the 
number of Mahomedans attracted to his couit, probably led in the 
course of the T4th century to the extension of the name of Sun^atra to 
the whole island. For when visited early in the next century by Nicolo 
Conti, we are told that lie “went to a fine city of the island of Tapro- 
bana, which island is called by the natives Shamnthera” Strange to 
say he speaks of the natives as all idolaters. Fra Mauro, who got much 
from Conti, gives us Isola Siamotra over Taprobatm and it shows at 
once his own judgment and want of confidence in it, when he notes else- 
where that “ Ptolemy, professing to describe Taprobana, has really only 
described Saylan.” 

We have no means of settling the exact position of the city of 
Sumatra, though possibly an eiKiuiry among the natives of that coast 
might still determine the point. Marsden and Logan indicate Samar- 
langa,but I should look for it nearer Pasei. As pointed out by Mr. Braddell 
in the J. Jnd. Arch,^ Malay tradition represents the site of Pasei as selected 
on a hunting expedition from Samudra, which seems to imply tolerable 
proximity. And, in the account of the marriage of the Princess of Parlak 
to Malik Al Salih, we are told that the latter went to receive her on 
landing at Jarnbu Ayer, and thendl conducted her to the city of Samudra. 
It seems improbable that the bride should have been landed by her 
father’s fleet so far from Samarlanga if that had been the place. I should 
seek Samudra near the head of the estuary-like Gulf of Pasei, called in 
the charts Tclo Sammoe ; a place veiy likely to have been sought as a 
shelter to the Great Kaan’s fleet during the south-west monsoon. 

When the I’ortuguesc first reached those regions certainly no state 
called Sumatra continued to exist. Pedir was then the leading state 
upon the coast ; and this may have been the representative of Sumatra, 
with a new capital. Whether the city continued to exist even in decay 
is not easy to discern. The Atn-i-Akbari says that the best civet is 
that which is brought from the seaport town 0/ Sumatra, in the territory of 
Achin, and is caUed Sumatra Zabdd; but this may have been based on 
old information. Valentyn seems to recognize the existence of a place 
of note called Samadra or Samotdara, though it is not entered on his 
map. The most distinct mention that I know of the city so called, in 
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the Portuguese period, occurs in the soi-disant “ Voyage which Juan 
Serano made when he fled from Malacca,” in 1512, published by Lord 
Stanley of Alderley, at the end of his translation of Barbosa. This man 
speaks of the “ island of Sairatra ” as named from “ a city of this 7 iorthern 
part^ And on leaving Pedir, having gone down the northern coast, he 
says, “ I drew towards the south and south-east direction, and reached to 
another country and city which is called Samatra,” and so on. Now this 
describes the position in which the city of Sumatra should have been if it 
existed. But all the res* of the tract is mere plunder from Varthema.* 

There is, however, a like intimation in a curious letter respecting the 
Portuguese discoveries, written from Lisbon in 15 15, by a German, Valen- 
tine Moravia, who was probably the same Valcntyn Fernandez the German, 
who published the early Portuguese edition of Marco Polo at Lisbon in 
1 502, and who shows an extremely accurate conception of Indian geography. 
He says : “ La maxima insula la quale b chiamata da Marcho Polo 
Veneto lava Minor, et al presente si chiama Stwwtra, da un emforio di 
iiicta insula'^ (printed by De Gubernatis, Viag^s^iaforl Italianiy &c., p. 170). 

Among the Indian states which were prevailed on to send tribute 
(or presents) to Kublai in 1286, we find Sumutala, or Suinontu, Pro- 
bably this was the rising slate of Sumatra, of which we have been 
speaking; for it will be observed that Marco says the i)eople of that 
state called themselves the Kaan's subjects. Rashiduddin makes the 
same statement regarding the people of Java (/>., the island of Sumatra), 
and even of Nicobar : they are all subject to the Kaan.” It is curious 
to find just the same kind of statements about the princes of the Malay 
Islands acknowledging themselves subjects of Charles V., in the report of 
the surviving commander of Magellan’s ship to that emperor (printed by 
Baldello-Boni, I. Ixvii). Pauthier’s Chinese extracts also contain a 
notable passage respecting the disappearance of Sumatra Proper from 
history. It is stated that in the years Wen-chi (T573-1615), the kingdom 
of Sumatra divided in two, and that the new state took the name of 
Achi (Achin). After that Sumatra was no more heard of. This looks 
as if latterly Sumatra had been identical with Pedir. {Gaubil, 205 ; 
JDefnailla, IX. 429 ; Elliot^ I* 71 ; Fauthier^ p. 605, and 567). 

Note 2 . — “ Vos di qe la Tramontaine ne part Et encore vos di que 
Vestoilles dou Meistre ne aparent ne pou 7 ie grant” (G. T.). The Tramon- 
taine is the Pole star : — 

“ De nostre P^re TApostoille' 

Volsisse qu’il semblast Testoile 

Qui ne sc muet 

Par cele estoile vont et vienneiit 
Et lor sen et lor voie tiennent 
II Tapelent la tres montaigney 

— La Bible Guiot de Brovins in Barbazan, by A/lon, II. 377. 

♦ It might be supposed that Varlhema had stolen from Serano ; but the book of 
the former was published in 1510. 
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The Meistre is explained by Paudiier to be Arcturus ; but this makes 
Polo’s error greater than it is. Brunetto Latini says : “ Devers la tra- 
montane en a il i. autre (vent) plus debonaire, qui a non Chorus, Cestui 
apelent li marinier Maistre por vij. estoiles^ui sont en celui meisme leu^^ 
&c, (£t Tresors, p. 122). Magister or Magistra in medieval Latin, 
Zd Maistre in old French, signifies “ the beam of a plough.” Perhaps 
this accounts for the application of Maistre to the Great Bear, or J^/ough. 

Note 3. — The tree here intended, and which gives the chief supply 
of toddy and sugar in the Malay Islands, is the Areng Saccharifera (from 
the Javanese name), called by the Malays Gomuti^ and by the Portu- 
guese Saguer, It has some resemblance to the date-palm, to which 
Polo compares it, but it is a much coarser and wilder-lopking tree, with a 
general raggedness, “ incompta ct adspectu tristis,'^ as Rumphius describes 
it. It is notable for the numl)er of plants that find a footing in the joints 
of its stem. On one tree in Java I have counted 13 species of such 
])arasites, nearly all ferns. The tree appears in the foreground. of the 
cut at p. 216. 

Crawfurd thus describes its treatment in obtaining toddy : “ One of 
the spathae, or shoots of fructification, is, on the first appearance of the 
<ruit, beaten for three successive days with a small stick, with the view 
of determining the sap to the wounded part. The shoot is then cut off, 
a little way from the root, and the liquor which pours out is received in 
pots. . . . The Gomuti palm is fit to yield toddy at 9 or 10 years old, 
and continues to yield it for 2 yeirs at the average rate of 3 quarts a 
day.” {Hist of huL Arch, I. 398.) 

Note 4 . — No one has been able to identify this name, which looks 
like the Malay word Dargahayu^ “Good Fortune.” Its position, how- 
ever, must have been near PicniR, and perhai)s it was the same. Pedir 
was the most flourishing of those Sumatran states at the appearance of 
the Portuguese. 

Rashiduddin names among the towns of the Archipelago Daimian, 
which may perhaps be a corrupt transcrii)t of Dagroian. 

Note 5 . — Gasparo Balbi (1579-87) heard the like story of the Battas 
under Achin. q'rue or false, the charge against them has come down to 
our times. The like is told by Herodotus of the Paddaei in India ; by 
the Chinese of one of the wild tribes of Kweichau ; and was told to 
Wallace of some of the Aru Island tribes near New Guinea, and to 
Bickmore of a tribe on the south coast of Floris, called RaJeka (probably 
a form of Hindu Rakskasa, or ogre-goblin). Similar charges are made 
against sundry tribes of the New World, from Brazil to Vancouver 
Island. Odoric tells precisely Marco’s story of a certain island called 
Dondin. And in King Alisaunder,” the custom is related of a people 
of India, called most inappropriately Orphani : — 
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“ Another Folk woneth there beside ; 

Orphani he hatteth wide. 

When her eldrynges beth elde, 

And ne mowen hemselven welde 

Hy hem sleeth, and bidelve 

And/’ &C., &c. — Weher^ I. p. 206. 

Benedetto Bordone, in his Isolario (1521 and 1547), makes the same 
charge against the Irish^ but I am glad to say that this seems only 
copied from Strabo. Spch stories are still rife in the East, like those of 
men with tails. I have myself heard the tale told, nearly as Raffles 
tells it of the Battas, of some of the wild tribes adjoining Arakan. {Balbiy 
f. 130; Raffles^ Mem. p. 427 ; Wallace, Malay Archip, II. 281 ; Bick- 
more's Travels, p. iii ; Cathay, p. 25, 100.) 

I'he Battas now bury their dead, after keeping the body a consider- 
able time. But the people of Nias and the Batu Islands, whom Jung- 
huhn considers to be of common origin with the Battas, do not bury, 
but expose the bodies in coffins upon rocks by the sea. And the small 
and very peculiar people of the Paggi Islands expose their dead on 
bamboo platforms in the forest. It is quite probable that such customs 
existed in the north of Sumatra also ; indeed they may still exist, for 
the interior seems unknown. Wc do hear of pagan hill-people inland 
from Pedir who make descents upon the coast, f (Jimg/tnlm, II. 140; 
Tydschrift voor Indische Taal, See., 2nd year, No. 4 ; JVbuv. Ann des V., 

xvin.) ^ 


CHAPTER XI. 

Of the Kingdoms of Lambri and Fansur. 

When you leave that kingdom you come to another which 
is called Lambri.* The people are Idolaters, and call them- 
selves the subjects of the Great Kaan. They have plenty of 
Camphor and of all sorts of other spices. They also have 
Brazil in great quantities. This they sow, and when it is 
grown to the size of a small shoot they take it up and 
transplant it ; then they let it grow for three years, after 
which they tear it up by the root. You must know that 
Messer Marco Polo aforesaid brought some seed of the 
brazil, such as they sow, to Venice with him, and had it 
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sown^ there ; but nev'er a thing came up. And I fency it 
was because the climate was too cold. 

Now you must know that in' this kingdom of Lambri 
‘ there are men with tails ; these tails are of a palm in length, 
and have no hair on them. These people live in the 
mountains and are a kind of wild men. Their tails are 
about the thickness of a dog’s.* Thete are also plenty of 
unicorns in that country, and abundance of game in birds 
and beasts. 

Now then I have told you about the kingdom of 
Lambri. 

You then come to another kingdom which is called 
Fansur. The people arc Idolaters, and also call them- 
selves subjects of the Great Kaan ; and, understand, they are 
still on the same Island that I have been telling you of. 
In this kingdoiu of Fansur grows the best Camphor in the 
world, called Can/ora Fansiiri. It is so fine that it sells 
for its weight in fine gold.* 

The people have no w%at, but have rice which they 
eat with milk and flesh. They also have wine from trees 
such as I told you of. And I will tell you another great 
marvel. They have a kind of trees that produce flour, 
and excellent flour it is for food. These trees are very 
tall and thick, but have a very thin bark, and inside 
the bark they are crammed with flour. And I tell you 
that Messer Marco Polo, who witnessed all this, related 
how he and his party did sundry times partake of this 
flour made into bread, and found it excellent.^ 

There is now no more to relate. For out of those 
eight kingdoms we have told you about six that lie at this 
side of the Island. I shall tell you nothing about the 
other two kingdoms that are at the other side of the Island, 
for the said Messer Marco Polo never was there. Howbeit 
we have told you about the greater part of this Island of 
the Lesser Java ; so now we will quit it, and I will tell you 
of a very small Island that is called Gauenispola.* 
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Note 1. — ^The name of Lambri is not now traceable on our maps, 
nor on any list of the ports of Sumatra that I have met with ; but*ih old 
times the name occurs frequentjfy under one form or another, and its 
position can be assigned generally to the north part of the west coast, 
commencing from the neighbourhood o^Achin Head. 

De Barros, detailing the 29 kingdoms which divided the coast of 
Sumatra at the beginning of the Portuguese conquests, begins with 
Daya, and then passes round by the north. He names as next in order 
Lambri j, and then Achetit, This would make Lambri lie between Daya 
and Achin, for which there is but little room. But there is an apparent 
inconsistency, or else Lambri enclosed Daya. For in coming round 
again from the South, his 28th kingdom is Qumchel (Sin^kel of our 
modern maps), the 29th Mancopa^ “which falls upon Lambrif y/Yi\c\i 
adjoins Daya the first that we named.” The mention by Polo of Cam- 
phor as a product also points to this situation. 

The name of Lambri occurs in the Malay Chronicle, in the account 
of the Urst Mahomedan mission to convert the Island. We shall quote 
the passage in a following note. 

The position of Lambri would render it one of the first points of 
Sumatra made by navigators from Arabia and India ; and this^ seems at 
one time to have caused the name to be applied to the whole Island. 
Thus Rashiduddin speaks of the very large Island LXmijri lying beyond 
Ceylon, and adjoining the country of Sumutra; Odoric also goes from 
India across the Ocean to a certa^ country called Lamori, where 
he began to lose sight of the Nortlratar. He also speaks of the cam- 
phor, gold, and lign-aloes which it produced, and proceeds thence to 
Sumoltra in the same Island. Indeed, I have little doubt that the 
names Al-Rami, Al-Ramin, Al Ramniy &c. applied by the oldest Ara- 
bian Geographers to Sumatra, are mere corruptions of Lambri, And it is 
possible that the verzino or brazil-wood oiAmeri (L'Ameri?) which appears 
in the mercantile details of Pegolotti was from this part of Sumatra. 
It is probable also that the country called Namuuliy which the Chinese 
Annals report, with Sumuntula and others, to have sent tribute to the 
Great Kaan in 1286, was this same Lambri which Polo tells us called 
itself subject to the Kaan. According to Mr. Bennett the conspicuous 
mountain between Achin and Pedir, known on charts as the Golden 
Mountain, is called by the natives Yamori, Can this be a trace of 
Lambri or Lamori ? 

(De Barros y Dec. III. Bk. V. ch. i. ; Ellioty I. 70 ; Cathay y 84 seqq,; 
Pegol, p. 361 ; Pauthiery p. 605 ; Bennetfs Wanderings y 1834, I. 443-) 

Note 2. — Stories of tailed or hairy men are common in the Archi- 
pelago, as in many other regions. Kazwini tells of the hairy little men, 
that are found in Rdmni (Sumatra) with a language like birds’ chirping. 
Marsden was told of hairy people called Orang Gugu in the interior of 
the Island, who differed little, except in the use of speech, from the 
Orang utang. Since his time a French writer, giving the same name 
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and same description, declares that he saw “a group” of these hairy 
people on the coast of Andragiri, and was told by them that they inha- 
bited the interior of Menangkabau and formed a small tribe. It is 
rather remarkable that this writer makes no allusion to Marsden though 
his account is so nearly identical (IJOctafiie in UUnivers Pittoresque^ 
I. 24). Mr. Anderson says th^re are “ a few wild people in the Siak 
country, very little removed in point of civilization above their compa- 
nions the monkeys,” but he says nothing of hairiness nor tails. For the 
earliest version of the tail story we must go ,back to Ptolemy and the 
Isles of the Satyrs in this quarter \ or rather to Ctesias who tells of 
tailed men on an Island in the Indian Sea. Jordanus also has the 
story of the hairy men. Galvano heard that there were on the Island 
certain people called Daraqiie Para (z^), which had tails like unto sheep. 
And the King of 'I'idore told him of another such tribe on the Isle of 
Batochina. Mr. St. John in Borneo met with a trader who liad seen 
and felt the tails of such a race inhabiting the north-east coast of that 
Island. I'he apj^endage was 4 inches long and very stiff ; so the* people 
all used perforated seals. This Borneo story has lately been brought 
forward in Calcutta, and stoutly maintained, on native evidence, by an 
Knglish jtnerchant. The Chinese also have their tailed men in the 
mountains above Canton. In Africa there have been many such 
stories, of some of which an account will be found in the Btilletin de 
la Soc. de Geog, ser. 4, tom. iii. p. 31. It was a story among medieval 
Mahomedans that the members ^f the Imperial House of Trebizond 
were endowed with short tails, wliilst medieval Continentals bad like 
stories about Pmglishmen, as Matthew Paris' relates. Thus we find in 
the Romance of Cocur de Lion, Richard^s messengers addressed by the 
“ Emperor of Cyprus — 

“ Out, Ttiy lards, of my palys I 
Now go, and say your layled King 
I'hat I owe him nothing.” 

(Ethe's Kazwini, p. 221 ; Anderson, p. 210; St John, Forests of the 
Far East, I. 40; Galvano, Hak. Soc. 108, 120; Gildemeister, 194; 
Allerls Indian Mail, July 28, 1869; Mid, Kingd, I. 293; N, et Ext, 
Xin. i. 380 j Mat, Paris under a.d. 1250.) 

Note 3 . — ^'Phe Camphor called Fansiiri is celebrated by Arab 
writers at least as old as the 9th century, e,g,, by the author of the first 
part of the Relations, by Mas’udi in the next century, also by Avicenna, 
by Abulfeda, by Kazwini, and by Abul Fazl, &c. In the second and 
third the name is miswritten Kansiir, and by the last Kaisiiri, but there 
can be no doubt of the correction required. (Reinaud, I. 7 ; Mas, 
I. 338 \ Liber Canonis, Ven. 1544, I. 116 j Buschmg, IV. 277 ; Gildeni, 
p. 209 ; Aind-Akb, p. 78.) In Serapion we find the same camphor 
described as that of Pansor; and when, leaving Arab authorities and the 
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Middle Ages we come to Garcias, he speaks of the same article under 
the name of Camphor of Barros. And this is the name — Kdptir-B dries ^ 
— derived from the port which has been the chief shipping-place of Suma- 
tran camphor for at least three centuries, by which the native camphor is 
still known in eastern trade, as distinguished from the Kdpdr-Chind or 
Kdpdr-Jdpun^ as the Malays term the article derived in those countries 
by distillation from the Lauries Campltora, Tlie earliest western mention 
of camphor is in the same prescription by the physician Aetius (circa 
A.D. 540) that contains, one of the earliest mentions of musk {supra^ 
I. p. 245.) The prescription ends : “and if you have a supply of camphor 
add two ounces of that.” {A etii Medici Graeci Tetrabiblos, &c., Froben, 
1549. p- 910.) 

I am inclined to think that Fansur and Bants may be not only the 
same locality but mere variations of the same name. The place is called 
in the Shijarat Malay u, Fasuri, a name which the Arabs certainly made 
into Fansuri in one direction, and which might easily in another, by a 
very common kind of Oriental metathesis, pass into BariisL Whether 
Ptolemy’s Insulae Barnssae have to do with the same name I will not 
venture to say. The legend in the Shijarat Malayu relates to the first 
Mahomedan mission for the conversion of Sumatra, sent by the Sherif of 
Mecca via India. After sailing from Malabar the first place the party 
arrived at was Pasuri, the people of which embraced Islam. They then 
proceeded to Lambri, which also accepted the Faith. Then they sailed 
on till they reached Ilaru (see on mjunap Aru on the PZast Coast) which 
did likewise. At this last place they Riquired for Samudra, which seems 
to have been the special object of their mission, and found that they had 
passed it. Accordingly they retraced their course to Perlak, and after 
converting that place went on to Samudra where they converted Mara 
Silu the King (see note 1 , chap. x. above). This passage is of extreme 
interest as naming four out of Marco’s six kingdoms, and in positions 
(juite accordant with his indications. As noticed by Mr. Braddell, from 
whose abstract I take the passage, the circumstance of the party having 
passed Samudra unwittingly is especially consistent with the site we 
have assigned to it at the head of the Bay of Pasei, as a glance at the 
map will show. 

Somewhat against what I have said of the identity of Barus and 
Fansur is an interesting remark of Valentyn’s : “ Fansur can be nought 
else than the famous Fantsur^ no Ibnger known indeed by that name, 
but a kingdom which we become acquainted with through Hamza Fant- 
suri^ a celebrated Poet, and native of this Pantsur. It lay in the north 
angle of the Island, and a little west of Achin ; it formerly was rife with 
trade and population, but would have been utterly lost in oblivion had 
not Hamza Pantsuri made us again acquainted with it.” Nothing indeed 
could well be “a little west of Achin j” this is doubtless a slip for “a 
little down the west coast from Achin.” ^Ve can scarcely say that 
Barus is only a little in that direction. (J. Ind, Arch. V. 312 seqq.; 

Valentyn, Sumatra, in Vol. V., p. 21.) 
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Mas’udi says that the Fansur Camphor was found most plentifully in 
years rife with storms and earthquakes. Ibn Batuta gives a jumbled and 
highly incorrect account of the product, but one circumstance that he 
mentions is possibly founded on a real superstition, viz., that no camphor 
was formed unless some animal had been sacrificed at the root of 
the tree, and the best quality only then when a human victim had been 
offered. Nicolo Conti has a similar statement : ‘‘ The Camphor is found 
inside the tree, and if they do not sacrifice to the gods before they cut 
the bark, it disappears and is no more seen.” These superstitions 
hinged on the great uncertainty of finding camphor in any given tree, 
after the laborious process of cutting it down and splitting it, an uncer- 
tainty which also helps to account for the high price. *y far the best 
of the old accounts of the product is that quoted by Kazwini from 
Mahomed Ben Zakaria Al-Rdzi : “ Among the number of marvellous 
things in this Island” {Zdnij for Zdbaj\ i.e,^ Java or Sumatra) “is the 
Camphor Tree, which is of vast size, insomuch that its shade will cover 
100 persons and more. They bore into the highest part of the tree 
and thence flows out the Camphor Water, enough to fill many pitchers. 
Then they open the tree lower down about the middle, and extract the 
camphor in lumps.” Comjjare this with what is probably the best 
modem account, Junghuhn’s : “Among the forest trees (of Tapanuli 
adjoining Barus) the Camphor Tree {Dryahanalops Camphora) attracts 
beyond all the traveller’s observation, by its straight columnar and 
colossal grey trunk, and its niighty^rown of foliage, rising high above the 
canopy of the forest. It exceed in dimensions the J^asama/a, the 
loftiest tree of Java, and is probably the greatest tree of the Archipelago, 
if not of the world,* reaching a height of 200 feet. One of middling 
size which I had cut down measured at the base, where the camphor 
leaks out, 7^ Paris feet in diameter (about 8 feet English) ; its tmnk rose 
to 100 feet, with an upper diameter of 5 feet before dividing, and the 
height of the whole tree to the crown was 150 feet. The precious con- 
solidated camphor is found in small quantities, i lb. to i lb. in a single 
tree, in fissure-like hollows in the stem. Yet many are cut down in 
vain, or split up the side without finding camphor. The camphor oil is 
prepared by the natives by bruising and boiling the twigs.” The oil 
however appears also to be fouiid in the tree, as Crawfurd and Colling- 
wood mention, corroborating the ancient Arab. 

It is well known that the Chindfee attach an extravagantly superior 
value to the Malay camphor, and probably its value in Marco’s day was 
higher than it is now, but still his estimate as worth its weight in gold 
looks like hyperbole. Forrest, a century ago, says Barus Camphor was 
in the Chinese market worth nearly its weight in silver^ and this "is true 
still. The price is commonly estimated at 100 times that of the Chinese 
camphor. The whole quantity exported from the Barus territory goes 


The Californian and Australian giants were not then known. 
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to Cliina. De Vriese reckons the average annual expert from Sumatra 
between 1839 and 1844 at less than 400 kilogrammes. The follow- 
ing table shows the wholesale rates in the Chinese market as given by 
Rondot in 1848 : — 

Qualities of Camphor, Per pikul of 1 33J lbs. 


Ordinary China, ist quality 

20 dollars. 

»f »i 2nd ,, 

14 

)) 

Formosa 

25 

if 

Japan 

30 

if 

China nga'i (ext. f^*om an Artemisia) 

250 

tf 

Barns, ist quality 

2000 

If 

2nd „ 

1000 

It 


'Fhe ChincSfccall the Sumatran (or Borneo) Camphor “Icicle 

flakes,” and Lung-nau “ Dragon’s Brains.” It is just to remark however 
that in the Ain Akhari we find the price of the Sumatran Camphor 
known as Bhim Sent (why?), varying from 3 rupees as high as 2 mohurs 
(or 20 rupees) for a rupee’s weight, which latter price would be twice 
the weight in gold. Abul Fazl says the worst camphor went by the 
name of Bdl/'/s, I should suspect some mistake, as we know from Garcias 
that the fine camphor was already known as Bants (Ain-i-Akb. 75-79). 

{MasUtdi, I. 338; I. B, IV. 241 ]J, A. ser. 4, tom. viii. 216 ; Batta- 
lander^ I. 107 j Crmcf, Hist, III. 418, and Desc, Diet, 81 ; Hedde et Ron- 
dot ^ Com, de la Chine, 36-37 ; Chin, Comm, Guide ; Dr, F , A, Fliickigery 
Zur Geschichte des CampherSy in Schweiz, Wochenschr, fur Fharmacie, 
Sept, Oct, 1867.) * 

Note 4 . — An interesting notice of the Sago-tree, of which Odoric also 
gives an account Ramusio is however here fuller and more accurate : 
“ Removing the first bark, which is but thin, you come on the wood of 
the tree which forms a thickness all round of some three fingers, but all 
inside this is a pith of flour, like that of the Carvolo, The trees are so 
big that it will take two men to span them. They put this flour into 
tubs of water, and beat it up with a stick, and then the bran and other 
impurities come to the top, whilst the pure flour sinks to the bottom. 
The water is then thrown away, and the cleaned flour that remains is 
taken and made into pasta in strips and other forms. These Messer Marco 
often partook of, and brought some with him to Venice. It resembles 
barley bread and tastes much the same. The wood of this tree is like 
iron, for if thrown into the water it goes straight to the bottom. It can 
be split straight from end to end like a cane. When the flour has been 
removed the wood remains as has been said, three inches thick. Of this 
the people make short lances, not long ones, because they are so heavy 
that no one could carry or handle them if long. One end is sharpened 
and charred in the fire, and when thus prepared they will pierce any 
armour, and much better than iron would do.” Marsden points out 
that this heavy lance-wood is not that of the true Sago-palm, but of the 
Nibong or Caryota Urtns ; which does indeed give some amount of 
sago. 



248 


MARCO POLO. 


Book III. 


Note 5. — In quitting the subject of these Sumatran Kingdoms it 
may agpear to some readers that our explanations compress them too 
much, especially as Polo seems to allow only two kingdoms for the rest 
of the Island. In this he was doubtless wrong, and we may the less 
scruple to say so as he had not visited that other portion of the Island. 
We may note that in the space to which we assign the six kingdoms 
which Polo visited, De Barros assigns tiuelve^ viz. : Bara (corresponding 
generally to Fcrlec)^ Pacem (Basma), Pirada, Lidc, Pedir, Biar, Achin, 
Daya, Lambri, Mancopa, Quinchel, Barros {Fansur). (JDec, III. v. i.) 


CHAPTER XII. • 

Concerning the Islvnd of Necuveran. 

WiiEX you leave the Island of Java (the less) and the king- 
dom of Lambri, you sail north about 1 50 miles, and then 
you come to two Islands, one of which is called Nkcuveran. 
In this Island they have no king nor chief, but live like 
beasts. And I tell you they go all naked, both men and 
women, and do not use the slightest covering of any kind. 
They are idolaters. Their woods are all of noble^ and 
valuable kinds of trees ; such as Red Sanders and Indian-nut 
and Cloves and Brazil and sundry other good spices.^ 

There is nothing else worth relating ; so we will go on, 
and I will tell you of an Island called Angamanain. 


Note 1. — The end of the last chapter and the commencement of this 
I have taken from the G. Text. There has been some confusion in the 
notes of the original dictation which that represents, and corrections 
have made it worse. Thus Pauthier’s text runs : “ I will tell you of two 
small Islands, one calle'd Gauenispola and the other Necouran,” and 
then : “ You sail north about 150 miles and find two Islands, one called 
Necouran and the other Gauenispola.” Ramusio does not mention 
Gauenispola, but says in the former passage : ” I will tell you of small 
Island called Nocueran” — and then : “You find two islands, one called 
Nocueran and the other Angaman.” 

Knowing the position of Gauenispola there is no difficulty in seeing 
how the passage should be explained. Somethfng has intermpted the 
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dictation after the last chapter. Polo asks Rusticiano “ where were we ? ” 
fK^eaving the Great Island.” Polo forgets the “ very small Island called 
Gauenispola,” and passes to the north where he has to tell us of two 
islands, “one called Necuveran and the other Angamanain.” So, I do 
not doubt, the passage should run. 

Let us observe that his point of departure in sailing north to the 
Nicobar Islands was the Kingdom of Lambri, This seems to indicate 
that Lambri included Achin Head or came very near it, an indication 
which we shall presently see confirmed. 

As regards Gauenispdla, of which he promised to tell us and forgot 
his promise, its name has disappeared from our modern maps, but it is 
easily traced in the maps of the i6th and 17th centuries, and in the 
books of navigators of that time. The latest in which I have observed 
it is t\\Q Neptune Oriental^ Paris 1775, which calls itFulo Gommes. The 
name is there applied <0 a small island off Achin Head, outside of which 
lie the somewhat larger Islands of Pulo Nankai and Pulo Bras, whilst 
Pulo Wc^ lies further east. I imagine, however, that the name was by 
the older navigators applied to the larger Island of Pulo Bras, or to the 
whole group. Thus Alexander Hamilton, who calls it Gomtts and Ptdo 
Gomuis, says that “ from the Island of Gomus and Pulo Wey .... the 
southernmost of the Nicobars may be seen.” Dampier most precisely 
applies the name of Pulo Gomez to the larger island which modern 
charts call Pulo Bras. So also Beaulieu couj^les the islands of “ Gomis- 
poda and Pulo Way ” in front of the roadstead of Achin. Giovanni 
Botero mentions that Gaspar d' Acosta was lost on the Island of Gomis- 
pota, Linschoten, describing the course from Cochin to Malacca, says : 
“You ^ake your course towards the small Isles of Gomespola, wnich 
are in 6°, near the corner of Achin in the Island of Sumatra.” And the 
Turkish author of the Mohit^ in speaking of the same navigation, says : 
“If you wish to reach Malacca, guard against seeing Jamisfulah 
(AJ iyM-oLa*), because the mountains of LXmri advance into the sea, 
and the flood is there very strong.” The editor has misunderstood the 
geography of this passage, which evidently means “ Don’t go near enough 
to Achin Head to see even the islands in front of it.” And here we see 
again that Lambri is made to extend to Achin Head. (Nept Orient. 
Charts 38 and 39, and pp. 126-7 ; Hamilton, II. 66 and Map ; Dampier, 
ed. 1699, II. 122 ; H. Gen. des Voyages, XII. 310; Linschoten, Routier, 
p. 30; Dot. Rel. Univ., 1597 II. J. A. S. B., VI. 807.) 

The two islands (or rather groups of islands) Nccuveraji and Anga-- 
manain are the Nicobar and Andaman groups. A nearer trace of the 
form Necuveran, or Necouran as it stands in some MSS., is perhaps pre- 
served in Nancouri the existing name of one of the islands. . They are 
perhaps the Nalo-kilo-chhi {Narikela-dvipa) or Coco-nut Islands of which 
Hwen Thsang speaks as existing some thousand li to the south of 
Ceylon. The men, he had heard, were but 3 feet high, and had the 
beaks of birds. They had no cultivation and lived on coco-nuts. The 
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islands are also believed to be the Lanja bdhis or Lankka.bdlds of the 
old Arab navigators : “ These Islands support a nvimerous populatidl^ 
Both men and women go naked, only the women wear a girdle of the 
leaves of trees. When a ship passes near, the men come out in boats of 
various sizes and barter ambergris and cocj-nuts for iron,” a description 
which has applied accurately for many centuries. Rashiduddin writes of 
them nearly in the same terms under the name of Ldkwdram (but read 
NXkwXram) opposite Lamuri. Odoric also has a chapter on the island 
of Nicoveran^ but it is one full of fable. {H. Thsang^ III. 144 and 517 ; 
Relatiofis^ p. 8 ; Elliot^ P« 7 t ; Cathay^ p. 97.) ‘ 

The chief part of the population is believed to be of race akin to the 
Malays, but they seem to be of more than one race, and there is great 
variety in dialect. There have long been reports of a black tribe with 
woolly hair in the unknown interior of the Great Nicobar, and my friend 
Col, H. Man, the Superintendent of our Andaman Settlements, lately 
received spontaneous corroboration of this from natives of the former 
island, who were on a visit to Port Blair. On seeing the Andaman 
aborigines they said at once tliat there was a similar race on their island. 
The natives do not now go quite naked ; the men wear a narrow cloth ; and 
the women a grass girdle. They are very skilful in management of their 
canoes. Of 1 /te years there have been frightful disclosures regarding the 
massacres of the crews of vessels touching at these islands, and these 
have led to their being visited by ships of war and eventually to their 
occupation by the Indian Government. Trinkat and Nancouri are the 
islands which have been guilty. A woman of Trinkat who could speak 
Malay was examined by Col. Man, and she acknowledged having seen 
19 vessels scuttled, after their cargoes had been plundered and thejjf crews 
massacred. “ l"he natives who were captured at Trinkat,” says Col. 
Man in another letter, “ were a most savage-looking set, with remarkably 
long arms, and very projecting eye-teeth.” 

The islands have always been famous for the quality and abundance 
of their “ Indian Nuts,” />., cocos. The tree of next importance to the 
natives is a kind of Pandanus, from the cooked fruit of which they express 
an edible substance called Melori, of which you may read in Dampier ; 
they have the areca; and they grow yams, but only for barter. As 
regards the other vegetation mentioned by Polo, I will quote what Col. 
Man writes to me from the Ai^damans, which probably is in great 
measure api)licable to the Nicobars also : “ Our woods are very fine, and 
doubtless resemble those of the Nicobars. Sapan wood (/>., Polo’s 
Brazil) is in abundance ; coco-nuts, so numerous in the Nicobars, and to 
the north in the Cocos, are not found naturally with us, though they 
grow admirably when cultivated. There is said to be sandal-wood in 
our forests, and camphor, but I have not yet come across them. I do not 
believe in claves^ but we have lots of the wild nutmeg.” A detail of the 
various Europeatf attempts to colonize the Nicobar Islands, with other 
particulars, will be found in the Voyage of the Novara^ vol. II, (see also 
/. A, S. B., XV. 344, segg,). 
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CHAPTER XIII.^ 

Concerning the Island of Angamanain. 

Angamanain is a very large Island. The people are with- 
out a king and are idolaters, and no better than wild beasts. 
And I assure you all the men of this Island of Angamanain- 
have heads like dogs, and* teeth and eyes likewise ; in fact, 
in the face they are all just like big mastiff dogs ! They 
have a quantity of spices ; but they are a most cruel genera- 
tion, and eat everybody that they can catch, if not of their 
own face.* They live on flesh and rice and milk, and have 
fruits different from any of ours. 

Now that I have told you about this race of people, as 
indeed it was highly proper to do in this our book, I will 
go on to tell you about an Island called Seilan, as you shall 
hear. 

Note 1. — Here Marco speaks of the remarkable population of the 
Andaman Islands, — Oriental negroes in the lowest state of barbarism, — 
who have remained in their isolated and degraded condition, so near the 
shores of great civilized countries, for so many ages. 

I imagine our traveller’s ioxm Angamanain to be an Arabic (oblique) 
dual — ‘^The Two Andamans,” viz., The Great and The Little, the 
former being in truth a chain of three islands, but so close and nearly con- 
tinuous as to form apparently one, which they were long believed to be. 

The origin of the name seems to be unknown. The only person to 
my knowledge who has given a meaning to it is Nicolo Conti, who says 
it means “ Island of Gold ; ” probably a mere sailor’s yarn. The 
name however is very old, and may perhaps be traced in Ptolemy once 
-if- not twice." Thus the most northerly island in the Bay of Bengal 
which he mentions is called Bazacata. It produces quantities of shells ; 
its inhabitants go naked, and are called Agmafae^ in which we seem 
to trace our author’s form Angaman, But l^tolemy has in the same sea 
also an island of cannibals called that of Good Fortune^ *Aya^oO 
It seems probable enough that this was 'AyBaufiovot or the like, The 
Agdamans,” misunderstood.* 


' * It is quite possible {e.g.) that the Isles of the Agniatae, Sindae, and labadiu on 
one hand, and the Agathou Daimonos Island, Bonissae and Sabadibae on the other, 
represent the reports of two logs, But the same series of isl^ds. Such duplicates are 
not uncommon in modern nvap-making. 

. . VOL. ir. s 
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The description of the natives of the Andaman Islands in the early 
Arab Relations has been often quoted, but it is too like our traveller’s 
account to be omitted : “ "riie inhabitants of these islands eat men alive. 
They are black with woolly hair, and in their eyes and countenance there 

is something quite frightful They go naked, and have no boats. 

If they had they would devour all who passed near them. Sometimes 
ships that are wind-bound, and have exhausted their provision of water, 
touch here and apply to the natives for it ; in such cases the crew some- 
times fall into the hands of the latter, and most of them are massacred ” 
(P- 9 )- 

The traditional charge of cannibalism against these people has been 
very persistent, though generally rejected since our recent settlement upon 
the group. Of their murdering the crews of wrecked vessels, like their 
Nicobar neighbours, I believe there is no doubt ; and it has happened 
in our own day. Cesare J^'ederici in Raniusio, spqaks of the terrible fiite 
of crews wrecked on the Andamans ; all such were killed and eaten by 
the natives, who refused all inlercour.se with strangers. A. Hamilton 
mentions a friend of his who was wrecked on the islands ; nothiiig more 
was ever heard of the ship’s company, “which gave ground to conjecture 
that they were all devoured by those savage cannibals.” 

They do not in modern times, I believe, in their canoes, (piit their 
own immediate coast, but Hamilton says they used, in his time, to come 
on forays to the Nicobar Islands. They have retained all the aversion to 
intercourse anciently ascribed to them, and they still go naked as of old, 
ihe utmost exception being a leaf-apron worn by the women near the 
British Settlement. 

'Fhe Dog-head feature is at least as old as Ctesias. The story 
originated, 1 imagine, in the disgust with which “ allophylian ” types of 
countenance arc regarded, kindred to the feeling which makes the 
Hindus and other eastern nations represent the aborigines whom they 
superseded as demons. 'Fhe Cubans described the Caribs to Columbus 
as man-eaters with dog’s muzzles ; and the old Danes had tales of Cyno- 
cej)hali in b'inland. Ibn Batuta describes an Indo-Chinese tribe on 
the coast of Arakan or Pegu as having dogs’ mouths, but says the women 
were beautiful. Friar J ordanus had heard the same of the dog-headed 
islanders. And one odd form of the story, found, strange to say, both in 
China and diffused over Ethiopia, represents the males as actual dogs 
whilst the females arc women. Oddly too, Pere Barbe tells us that 
a tradition of the Nicobar people themselves represents them as of 
canine descent, but on the fem ilc side ! The like tale in early Portuguese 
days was told of the Peguans, viz., that they sprang from a dog and 
a Chinese woman. It is mentioned by Camoens (X. 122). Note how- 
ever that in Col. Man’s notice of the wilder part of the Nicobar people 
the projecting canine teeth are spoken of. 

' Abraham Rqger tells us that the Coromandel Brahmins used to say 
that the Rakshasas or Demons had their abode “ on the Island of 
Andaman lying on the route from Pulicat to Pegu,” and also that they 
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were man-eaters. This would be very curious if it were a genuine old 
Brahminical Saga; but I fear it may have been gathered from the Arab 
seamen. Still it is remarkable that a strange weird-looking island, which 
rises covered with forest, a steep and regular volcanic cone, straight 
out of the deep sea to the eastward of the Andaman group, bears the 

name of Narkandam^ in which one cannot but recognize Narak^ 

“ Hell.” Can it be that in old times, but still contemporary with Hindu 
navigation, this volcano was active, and that some Brahmin St. Brandon 
recognized in it the mouth of Hell, congenial to the Rakshasas of the 
adjacent group ? ♦ 

{Ra?nusio^ III. 391 ; Hant,^ II. 65 ; Navarrete (Fr. Ed.), II. 101 ; 
Cathay^ 467 ; Bullet de la Soc. de Geog.^ ser. 4, tom. iii. 36-7 ; J. A. 
S, B,, u. s . ; La Porte Ouverte^ p. 188.) 


CHAPTER XIV. 

Concerning the Island of Siar.AN. 

When you leave the Island of Angamanain and sail about 
a thousand miles in a direction a little south of west, you 
come to the Island of Seilan, which is in good sooth the 
best Island of its size in the world. You must know that 
it has a compass of 2400 miles, but in old times it was 
greater still, for it then had a* circuit of about 3600 miles, 
as you find in the charts of the mariners of those seas. But 
the north wind there blows with such strength that it has 
caused the sea to submerge a large part of the Island ; and 
that is the reason why it is not so big now as it used to be. 
For you must know that on the side where the north wind 
strikes the Island is very low and flat, insomuch that in 
approaching on board ship from the high seas you do not 
see the land till you are right upon it.* Now I will tell you 
all about this Island. 

They have a king there whom they call Sendemain, 
and are tributary to nobody.* The people are idolaters, 

* I cannot trace any probable meaning of Andam ; yet it looks as if Narak-^////<i/// 
and Anddm~dn were .^in. 
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and go quite naked except that they cover the middle. 
They have no wheat, but have rice, and sesamum of which 
they make their oil. They live on flesh and milk, and have 
tree-wine such as I have told you of. And they have 
brazil-wood, much the best in the world.^ 

Now I will quit these particulars, and tell you of the 
most precious article that exists in the world. You must 
know that rubies are found in this Island and in no other 
country in the world but this. They find there also 
sapphires and topazes and amethysts, and many other stones 
of price. And the King of this Island possesses a ruby 
which is the finest and biggest in the world ; I will tell you 
what it is like. It is about a palm in length, and as thick 
as a man’s arm ; to look at, it is the most resplendent object 
upon earth ; it is quite free from flaw and as red as fire. 
Its value is so great that a price for it in money could hardly 
be named at all. You must know that the Great Kaan 
sent an embassy and begged the King as a favour greatly 
desired by him to sell him this ruby, offering to give for it 
the ransom of a city, or in fact what the King would. But 
the King replied that on no account whatever would he sell 
it, for it had come to him from his ancestors.^ 

The people of Seilan are no soldiers, but poor cowardly 
creatures. And when they have need of soldiers they get 
Saracen troops from foreign parts. 


Note 1 .— Valentyn appears to be repeating a native tradition when 
he says : “ In old times the island had, as they loosely say, a good 400 
miles (/>., Dutch, say 1600 miles) of compass, but at the north end the 
sea has from time to time carried away a large part of it” (Ceylon^ in 
vol. V., p. 18). Curious particulars touching the exaggerated ideas of the 
ancients, inherited by the Arabs, as to the dimensions of Ceylon, will be 
found in Tennetifs Ceylon^ chap, i. We see from Marco’s curious notice 
of the old charts (G. T. selonc qe se treuve en la mapemondi des mariner 
de cel mer ”) that travellers had begun to find that the dimensions were 
exaggerated. The real circuit is under 700 miles I 

All the derivations of the name Sailan or Ceylon from the old 
Sinhala, Seren,dib, and what not, seem forced. Van der Tuuk suggests 



Chap. XIV. THE ISLAND OF SEILAN. 2SS 

that the name is originally Javanese, being formed (he says) according 
to the rules of that language from Se/a* “ a precious stone,” so that Fulo 
Selan would be the ‘‘ Island of Gems.” The Island is really called by an 
Arab Historian of the 9th century Jazirat ul YdMt^ “ The Isle of Rubies.” 
As a matter of fact we derive originally from the Malays nearly all the 
forms we have adopted for names of countries reached by sea to the ea^t 
of the Bay of Bengal, A^va^ Barma^ Faigu, Siyam, China^ Kochi 
(Cochin China), Champa^ Kambojd^ Tanasari, Mariava?i, &c. It is less 
obvious how Ceylon shouM have acquired a name from the same quarter, 
but the very fact that between the loth and the 13 th centuries the name 
of Sararidib should have been practically dropt by the Arabs, and that of 
Saildn adopted, requires to be accounted for. That accidents in the 
history of marine affairs in those seas should have led to the adoption of 
the Malay and Javanese name is at least conceivable. Tennent {Ceyloti^ 
I. 549) and Crawfurd (Malay Diet p. 171) ascribe the name Selan, 
Zeilan, to the Portuguese, but this is quite unfounded, as our author 
sufficiently testifies. * l^he name Saildn also occurs in Rashiduddin, in 
Hayton, and in Jordanus (see next note). (See Va 7 i der Tuuk^ work 
quoted above (p. 229), p. 118; J, As,, ser. 4, tom. viii. 145 ; y; Ind, 
Arch,, IV. 187 ; Elliot, I. 70.) 

Note 2 . — The native king at this time was Pandita Prakrama Bahu 
III., who reigned from 1267 to 1301 at Dambadenia, about 50 m. N.N.W. 
of Columbo. But the Tamuls of the continent had recently been 
in possession of the whole northern half of the island. The Singhalese 
Chronicle represents Prakrama to have recovered it from them, but diey 
are so soo.n again found in full force that the completeness of this recovery 
may be doubted. There were also two invasions of Malays (Javaku) 
during this reign, under the lead of a chief called Chafidra Banu, On 
the second occasion this invader was joined by a large Tamul reinforce- 
ment. Sir E. Tennent suggests that this Chandra Banu may be Polo’s 
Sende-main or Sendernaz as Ramusio has it. Or he may have been the 
Tamul chief in the north ; the first part of the name may have been 
either Chandra or Sundara, 

Note 3 . — I do not find Ceylonese Brazil, i,e,, Sapan-wood, recently 
mentioned, but Kazwini names it, Ibn Batuta speaks of its abundance 
(IV. 166), and Ribeyro does the like (ed. of Columbo, 1847, p. 16) ; 
see also Fitter, VI. 39, 122. 

Sir E. Tennent has observed that Ibn Batuta is the first to speak of 
the Ceylon cinnamon. It is, however, mentioned by Kazwini (circa a.d. 
1275), and ^ letter written from Mabar by John*'of Montecorvino 
about the very time that Marco was in these seas. (See Ethe's Kazwini, 
229, and Cathay, 213.) 


* The inflexion Seldn is, I presume, Javanese ; Ihe word Seld seems to be also 
Malay ; and in both ^o doubt from Sanskrit, Sild^ “ a stone.” 
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Note 4. — There seems to have been always afloat among Indian tra- 
vellers, at least from the time of Cosinas (6th century), some wonderful 
story about the ruby or rubies of the King of Ceylon. With Cosmas, and 
with the Chinese Hwen Thsang, in the following century, this precious 
object is fixed on the top of a pagoda, “ a hyacinth, they say, of great size 
and brilliant ruddy colour, as big as a great pine-cone ; and when ’tis seen 
from a distance flashing, especially if the suiVs rays strike upon it, *tis 
a glorious and incomparable spectacle.” Our author’s contemporary, 
Hay ton, had heard of the great ruby : “ The king of that Island of Celan 
hath the largest and finest ruby in existence. When his coronation 
takes place this ruby is placed in his hand, and he goes round the city on 
horseback holding it in his hand, and thenceforth all recognize and obey 
him as their king.” Odoric too speaks of the great ruby and the Kaan’s 
endeavours to get it, though by some bungle the cij-cumstance is referred 
to Nicoveran instead of Ceylon. Ibn Batuta saw in the possession of 
Arya Chakravarti, a Tamul chief ruling at Patlam, a ruby bowl as big 
as the palm of one's hand. Friar Jordanus speaks of two great rubies 
belonging to the king of Sylen, each so large that when grasped in the 
hand it projected a finger's ])readth at either side. The fame, at least, of 
these survived to the i6th century, for Andrea Corsali (1515) says: 
“ They tell that the king of this island possesses two rubies of colour 
so brilliant and vivid that they look like a flame of fire.” 

Sir IL Tennent, on this subject, quotes from a Chinese work a state- 
ment that early in the 14th century the ICmperor sent an officer to Ceylon 
to purchase a carbuncle of unusual lustre. Tliis was fitted as a ball to 
the Kmperor’s cap ; it was upwards of an ounce in weight and cost 
100,000 strings of cash. Every time a grand levee was held at night the 
red lustre filled the palace, and hence it was designated “ The Red 
Palace -Illuminator.” (/. IV. 174-5; Cat/iayy p. clxxvii ; Hay forty 
ch, vi. ; Jot^d, p. 30 ; Ramus, 1 . 180; Ceylon ^ I. 568.) 


CHAPTER XV. 

TifE SvVME (JONTINUF.n. TflE HISTORY OF SAGAMONI BORCAN ANT) 
THE BEGINNING OF IDOLATRY. 

Furthermore you must know that in this Island of Seilan 
there is an exceeding high mountain ; it rises right up so 
steep and precipitous that no one could ascend it, were it 
not that they have taken and fixed to it several great and 
massive iron chains, so disposed that by help of these men 
are abte to ‘mount to the top. And I tell you they say 
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that on this mountain is the sepulchre of Adam our first 
parent ; at least that is what the Saracens say. ^ But the 
Idolaters say that it is the sepulchre of Sagamoni Borcan, 
before whose time there were no idols. They hold him to 
have been the best of men, a great saint in fact, according to 
their fashion, and the first in whose name idols were made." 

He was the son, as their story goes, of a great and 
wealthy king. And he was of such an holy temper that he 
would never listen to any worldly talk, nor would he con- 
sent to be king. And when the father saw that his son 
would not be king, nor yet take any part in affairs, he took 
it sorely to heart. And first he tried to tempt him with 
great promises, offering to crown him king, and to sur- 
render all authority into his hands. The. son, however, 
would none of his offers ; so the father was in great trouble, 
and all the more that he had no other son but him, to 
whom he might bequeath the kingdom at his own death. 
So, after taking thought on the matter, the King caused a 
great palace to be built, and placed his son therein, and 
caused him to be waited on there by a number of maidens, 
the most beautiful that could anywhere be found. And 
he ordered them to divert themselves with the prince, night 
and day, and to sing and dance before him, so as to draw 
his heart towards worldly enjoyments. But ’twas all of no 
avail, for none of those maidens could ever tempt the 
king’s son to any wantonness, and he only abode the firmer 
in his chastity, leading a most holy life, after their manner 
thereof. And I assure you he was so staid a youth that 
he had never gone out of the palace, and thus he had never 
seen a dead man, nor any one who was not hale and sound ; 
for the father never allowed any man that was aged or infirm 
to come into his presence. It came to pass however one 
day, that the young gentleman took a ride, and by the road- 
side he beheld a dead man. The sight dismayed him 
greatly, as he never had seen such a sight before. Incon- 
tinently he demanded of those who were with hilh what 

m 
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thing' that*was ? and then they told him it was a dead man. 
“How, then,” quoth the king’s son, “do all men die?” 
“ Yea, forsooth,” said they. Whereupon the young gentle- 
man said never a word, but rode o»^ right pensively. And 
after he had ridden a good way he fell in with a very aged 
man who could no longer walk, and had not a tooth in his 
head, having lost all because of his great age. And when 
the king’s son beheld this old man he asked what that 
might mean, and wherefore the man could not walk ? 
Those who were him replied thas it was through old age 
the man could walk no longer, and had lost all his teeth. 
And so when the king’s son had thus learned about the 
dead man and about the aged man, he turned back to hTs 
palace and said to himself that he would abide no longer 
in this evil world, hut would go in search of Him Who 
dicth not, and Who had created him.* 

So what did he one night but take his departure from 
the palace privily, and betake himself to certain lofty and 
pathless mountains. And there he did abide, leading a life 
of great hardship and sanctity, and keeping great abstinence, 
just as if he had been a Christian. Indeed, if he had but 
been so, he wouUl have been a great saint of Our Lord 
^Jesus Christ, so good and pure was the life he led.^ And 
when he died they found his body and brought it to his 
father. And when the father saw dead before him that son 
whom he loved better than himself, he was near going dis- 
traught with sorrow. And he caused an image in the 
similitude of his son to be wrought in gold and precious 
stones, and caused all his people to adore it. And they all 
declared him to be a god ; and so they still say.'^ 

They tell moreover that he hath died fourscore and 
four times. The first time he died as a man, and came to 
life again as an ox ; and then he died as an ox and came to 
life again as a horse, and so on until he had died fourscore 
and four tin>es ; and every time he became some kind of 
animal.^ But when he died the eighty-fourth time they 
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say he became a god. And they do hold him for the 
greatest of all their gods. And they tell that the aforesaid 
image of him was the first idol that the idolaters ever had ; 
and from that have originated all the other idols. And 
this befel in the Island of Sedan in India. 

The idolaters come thither on pilgrimage from very 
long distances anil with great devotion, just as Christians 
go to the shrine of Messer Saint James in Gallicia. And 
they maintain that the monument on the mountain is that 
of the king’s son, according to the story I have been telling 
you ; and that the teeth, and the hair, and the dish that 
are there were those of the same king’s son, whose name 
was Sogomoni Borcan, or Sogomoni the Saint. But the 
Saracens also come thither on pilgrimage in great numbers, 
and they say that it is the sepulchre of Adam our first 
father, and that the teeth, and the hair, and the dish were 
those of Adam.* 

Whose- they were in truth, God knoweth! Howbeit, 
according to the Holy Scripture of our Church, the 
sepulchre of Adam is not in that part of the world. 

Now it befel that the Great Kaan heard how on that 
mountain there was the sepulchre of our first father Adam, 
and that some of his hair and of his teeth, and the dish 
from which he used to eat, were still preserved there. So 
he thought he would get hold of them somehow or another, 
and despatched a great embassy for the purpose, in the year 
of Christ 1284. The ambassadors, with a great company, 
travelled on by sea and by land until they arrived at the 
island of Sedan, and presented themselves before the king. 
And they were so urgent with him that they succeeded in 
getting two of the grinder teeth, which were passing great 
and thick ; and they also got some of the hair, and the 
dish from which that personage used to eat, which is of a 
very beautiful green porphyry. And when the Great Kaan’s 
ambassadors . had attained the object for which they had 
come they were greatly rejoiced, and returned to their lord. 
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And when they drew near to the great city of Cambaluc 
where the Great Kaan was staying, they sent him word that 
they had brought back that for which he had sent them. 
On learning this the Great Kaan was passing glad, and 
ordered all the ecclesiastics and others to go forth to meet 
these reliques, which he was led to believe were those of Adam, 
And why should I make a long story of it? In sooth, 
the whole population of Cambaluc went forth to meet those 
reliques, and the ecclesiastics took them over and carried 
them to the (rreat Kaan, who received them with great joy 
and reverence/’ And they find it written in their Scriptures 
that the virtue of that dish is such that if food foi one 
man be put therein it shall become enough for five .men; 
and the Cireat Kaan av'erred that he had proved the thing 
and found that it was really true.'^ 

So now you have heard how the Great Kaan came by 
those reliques ; and a mighty great treasure it did cost 
him ! ^riie reliques being, according to the idolaters, those 
of that king’s son. 


Notk 1. —Silica won/ Borcan is, as Marsden points out, Sakya- 
Muni, or Gautama- HiuUlha, with the affix Uukkiian, or “Divinity,” 
which is used by the Mon;^ols as the synonym of Buddha, 

“'The Dewa of: Samantakuta (Adam’s Peak), Samana, having heard 
of the arrival of lUidha (in I.anka or Ceylon) . . . prcsentecl a request 
tlint lie would leave an imiiression of his foot upon the mountain of 
which he was guardian. ... In the midst of the assembled Dewas, 
Budha, looking towards the East, made the impression of his foot, in 
length three inches less than the cubit of the carpenter ; and the impres- 
sion remainecl as a seal to show that Lanka is the inheritance of Budha, 
and that his religion will here tlourish.” {I/ardfs Manual, p. 212.) 

The veneration witli wliicli this majestic mountain has been regarded 
for ages, took its rise in all probability amongst the aborigines of Ceylon. 

. . . . In a later age, .... the hollow in the lofty rock that crowns 
the summit was said by the Brahmans to be the footstep of Siva, by the 
Buddhists of Buddha, ... by the Gnostics of leu, by the Mahometans 
of Adam, whilst the Portuguese authorities were divided between the 
conflicting claims of St. Thomas and the eunuch of Candace, Queen of 
Ethiopia.” (Tenmnt, II. 133.) 

Polo, howev’tr, says nothing of the foot] he speaks only of the 
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sepulchre of Adam, ot of Sakya-muni. I have been unable to find any 
modern indication of the monument that was shown by the Mahomedans 
as the tomb, and sometimes as the house, of Adam ; but such a structure 
there certainly was, perhaps an ancient Kisf-vaen, or the like. John 
Marignolli, who was there about 1349, has an interesting passage on 
the subject : “ I'hat exceeding high mountain hath a pinnacle of sur- 
passing height, which on account of the clouds can rarely be seen. But 
God, pitying our tears, lighted it up one morning just before the sun 
rose, so that we beheld it glowing with the brightest flame. In the way 
down from this mountain there is a fine level spot, still at a great height, 
and there you find in order : first, the mark of Adam’s foot ; secondly, 
a certain statue of a sitting figure, with the left hand resting on the knee, 
and the right hand raised and extended towards the west ; lastly, there 
is the house (of Adaip) which he made with his own hands. It is of an 
oblong (piadrangular shape like a sepulchre, with a door in the middle, 
and is formed of great tabular slabs of marble, not cemented, but merely 
laid one upon another.” (Cathay^ 35^*) A Chinese account, translated 
in Amyot’s Mcmoires, says that at the foot of the mountain is a Monas- 
tery of Bonzes, in which is seen the veritable body of Fo, in the attitude 
of a man lying on his side” (XIV. 25). Osorio, also, in his history of 
Emanuel of Portugal, says : Not far from it (the Peak) people go to 
see a small temple in which are two sepulchres, which are the objects of 
an extraordinary degree of superstitious devotion. I^'or they believe 
that in these were buried the bodies of the first man and his wife” 
(f. 129 7'.). A German traveller {Daniel Parihc}\ Niirnberg, 1698) 
also speaks of the tomb of Adam and his sons on the mountain (sec 
Fabricius^ Cod, Pscudep, Vet. Test. II. 31 ; also what is said in Ouselefs 
Travels^ I. 59). 

It is a perplexing circumstance that there is a double set of indica-^ 
tions about the footmark. "I'he Ceylon traditions, quoted above from 
Hardy, call its length 3 inches less than a carpenter’s cubit. Modern 
observers estimate it at 5 feet or 54- feet. Hardy accounts for this by 
supposing that the original footmark was destroyed in the end of the 
1 6th century. But Ibn Batuta, in the 14th, states it at ii spans, or 
more than the modern report. Marignolli, on the other hand, says that 
he measured it and found it to be palms, or about half a Prague ell, 
which corresponds in a general way with Hardy’s tradition. Valentyn 
calls it li ell in length ; Knox, I think, 2 feet ; Herman Bree (De Bry ?), 
quoted by Fabricius, spans ; a Chinese account, quoted below, 8 feet. 
These discrepancies remind one of the ancient Buddhist belief regarding 
such footmarks, that they seemed greater or smaller in proportion to the 
faith of the visitor ! (See Koeppen^ I. 529, and Beal's Fah-hian^ p. 27.) 

The chains are still maintained, Ibn Batuta gives a particular 
account of them. The highest was called (he says) the chain of the 
Shahddaty or Credo, because the fearful abyss below made pilgrims 
recite the i)rofession of belief. Ashraf, a Persian poet of the 15th 
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century, who has written a poem on the conquests orAlexander, ascribes 
the establishment of these chains to the great conqueror, who devised 
them, with the assistance of the philosopher Bolinas (?), in order to 
scale the mountain, and reach the sepulchre of Adam, (See Ouseley^ I, 
54, seqq,) 

Note 2. — The general correctness with which Marco has here related 
the legendary history of Sakya's devotion to an ascetic life, as the pre- 
liminary to his becoming the Budtlha or Divinely Perfect Being, shows 
what a strong impression the tale had made* upon him. He is, of 
course, wrong in placing the scene of the history in Ceylon, though 
probably it was so told him, as the vulgar in all Buddhist countries do 
seem to localize the legends in regions known to them. 

Sakya Sinha, Sakya Muni, or Gautama, originally called Siddharta, 
was the son of Sudclhoclhana, the Kshatriya prince of Kapilavastu, a 
small state north of the Ganges, near the borders of Oudh. His high 
destiny had been foretold, as well as the objects that would move him to 
adopt the ascetic life. To keep these from his knowledge, his father 
caused lliree ])alaces to be built, within the limits of which the prince 
should pass the three seasons of the year, whilst guards were posted to 
bar the approach of the dreaded objects, l^ut these precautions were 
defeated l)y incvitalde destiny and the power of the Devas. 

W hen the i)rince was i6 he was married to the beautiful Yasodhara, 
daughter of the King ol Koli, and 40,000 other princesses also became 
tile inmates of his harem. 

“ Whilst living in the midst of the full enjoyment of every kind of 
pleasure, Siddhdrta one day commanded his princijial charioteer to pre- 
pare his festive chariot ; and in obedieiK'c to his commands four lily- 
white horses were yoked. 'I'he ])rincc leaped into the chariot, and pro- 
ceeded towards a garden at a little distance from the palace, attended 
by a great retinue. On his way he saw a decrepid old man, with broken 
teeth, grey locks, and a form bending towards the ground, his trembling 
steps supported by a staff (a Deva had taken this form). . . . The prince 
enciuired what strange figure it was that he saw; and he was informed 
that it was an old man. He then asked if the man was born so, and 
the chnriotcer answered that he was not, as he was once young like 
themselves. * Are there,’ said the prince, ‘ many such beings in the 
world ?’ ‘ Your highness,’ said the charioteer, ‘ there are many.’ The 

prince again enquired, ‘ Shall 1 become thus old and decrepid ?’ and he 
was told that it was a state at which all beings must arrive.” 

The prince returns home and informs his father of his intention to 
become an ascetic, seeing how undesirable is life tending to such decay. 
His father conjures him to put away such thoughts, and to enjoy himself 
with his princesses, and he strengthens the guards about the palaces. 
Four months later like circumstances recur, and the prince sees a leper, 
and after the same ' interval a dead body in corruption. I-.astly, he sees 
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a religious recluse, ^iiacliant with peace and tranquillity, ancf resolves to 
delay no longer. He leaves his palace at night, after a look at his wife 
Yasodhara and the boy just bom to him, and betakes himself to the 
forests of Magadha, where he passes seven years in extreme asceticism. 
At the end of that time he attains the Buddhahood Hardy s Manual^ 

p. 15 1, seqq^. The latter pait of the story told by Marco, about the 
body of the prince being brought to his father, &c., is erroneous. Sakya 
was 80 years of age when he died under the Sdl trees in Kusin^ra, 

In ignorance that tlie matter had been previously handled, I had pre- 
pared a long note upon the extraordinary conversion of the story of the 
youthful Buddha into the Christian didactic romance of Barlaam and 
Josaphat, written by St. John of Damascus in the 8th century, and 
the still more extraordinary conversion which the popularity of that 
romance brought about of Buddha himself into a saint of the Greek and 
Roman calendars, umler the name of Saint Josaphat. But I have been 
anticipated in this by Professor Max Muller, who has treated the sub- 
ject wijh characteristic learning and grace. (See Contemporary Revieiu 
for July, 1870, On the Migration of Fables.)* 

Note 3. — Marco is not the only eminent person who has expressed 
this view of Sakyamuni’s life in such words. Prof Max Muller, in con- 
cluding his luminous exposition of the story just referred to, says : “ And 
whatever we may think of the sanctity of saints, let those who doubt 
the right of Buddha to a place among them, read the story of his life as 
it is told in the Buddhistic canon. If he lived the life which is there 
described, few saints have a better claim to the title than Buddha ; and 
no one either in the Greek or the Roman Church need be ashamed of 
having paid to his memory the honour that was intended for St. Josa- 
phat, the prince, the hermit, and the saint.” 

Note 4. — This is curiously like a passage in the Wisdom of Solomon: 
“ Neque enim erant (idola) ab initio, neque erunt in perpetuum , . . 
acerbo enim luctu dolens pater cito sibi rapti filii fecit imaginem : et 
ilium qui tunc quasi homo mortuus fuerat nunc tamciuam deum colcre 
coepit, et constituit inter servos suos sacra et sacrificia” (xiv. 13-15). 
The same story seems to be alluded to by Gower, though I know not 
whence he takes it : — 

“ Of Cirophanes sceth the booke 
That he for sorow which he toke 
Of that he sigh his sonne decle 
Of comfort knewe none other rede 


♦ Besides the many versions of the story itself, extending geographically from the 
Icelandic to the Tagal of the Philippines, the episodes and apologues with which it is 
rife have directly or indirectly furnished material to Poets and Story-tellers in various 
ages and of very divers characters, c.g.^ to Gower and to Boccaccio, to the compiler 
of the Gesta Romanorum, to Shakspeare, and to the late W, Adams (author of The 
Kin^s Messengers). I recently saw in the Library of Monte Cassino a long French 
Poem on the Story, in a MS. of our Traveller’s age. 
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But lete do make in remembrance 
A faire image of his semblance, 

And set it in the market place, 

Wliiche openly tofore his face 
Stood every day to done him ease ; 

And thei that than wolden picase 
'file Fader, shuld it obcye, 

When that thei comen thilke weye.” 

— Coitfessio Amantis^ lib. v. fol. xci. 7'., 
in London Ed. of 1544. 

Notk 5. — Adam’s Peak has for ages l)een»a place of pilgrimage to 
l^utldhists, Hindus, and Mahomedans, and appears still to be so. Ibn 
Batula says the Mussulman pilgrimage was instituted in the loth century. 
Marignolli, on his visit to the mountain, mentions “ another pilgrim, a 
Saracen of Spain ; for many go on pilgrimage to Adam.” 

Non: fi. -- 'Lhe or ahns-pot, was the most valued legacy of 

lluddha. It had served the three previous Buddhas of this world-period, 
and was destined to serve the future one, Maitreya. The Great* Asoka 
sent it to C'eylon. 'Fhence it was carried off by a Tamul chief in the 
ist century, a.d., l)ut brought back we know not how, and is still shown 
in the Malaga wa Vihara at Kandy. As usual in such cases, there were 
rival relicjues, for Kahian found the alms-])ot ])reserved at Peshawar. 

1 1 wen 'riisang says in his time it was no longer there, but in Persia. 
{^Koeppetiy I. 526 ; Fah-hiauy ]>. 36 ; H, 11. to6.) 

Sir J. "rennent, through Mr. Wylie of Shanghai, obtained the follow- 
ing curious cNtract referring to Ceylon, from a Chinese work written in 
1350 : “In front of the image of Budtlha there is a sacred bowl, which 
is neitlier made of jade nor copjier, nor iron ; it is of a puri)le colour, 
and glossy, aiul when struck it sounds like glass. At the commence- 
ment of the Vuen dynasty under Ku])lai) three separate envoys were 
sent to obtain it.” Sanang Setzen also corroborates Marco’s statement: 
“ 'riins ilid the Khaghan (Ku])lai) <'.aiise the sun of religion to rise over 
the dark land of the Mongols; he also procured from India images and 
relitiiies of Buddha ; among others the Patra of Buddha, which was pre- 
sented to him by the four kings (of the cardinal points), and also the 
chandana chiF (a miraculous sandal-wood image). (7enuenf, 1. 622; 
Schmidt^ p. 119.) 

'I'he text also says that several teeth of Buddha were preserved in 
Ceylon, and that the Kaan’s embassy obtained two molars. Doubtless 
the envoys were imposed on ; no solitary case in the amazing history of 
that relique, for the Dalada, or tooth-relique, seems in all historic times 
to have been unicpie. This, “ the left canine tooth ” of the Buddha, is 
velatetl to have been preserved for 800 years at Dantapura (“ Odonto- 
polis ”), in Kalinga, the modern Puri or J agandth. Here the Brahmins 
once captured it and carried it off to Palibothra, where they tried in 
vain to destroy it. Its miraculous resistance converted the king, w^ho 
sent it back to Kalihga. About a.d. 311 the daughter of King Guhasiva 
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fled with it to Ceylon. In the beginning of the 14111 century it was 
captured by the Tamuls and carried to the Pandya country on the con- 
tinent, but recovered some years later by King Parakrama III., who 
went in person to treat for it. In 1560 the Portuguese got possession 
of it and took it to Goa. The King of Pegu who then reigned, probably 
the most powerful and wealthy monarch who has ever ruled in Further 
India, made unlimited offers in exchange for the tooth ; but the arch- 
bishop prevented the viceroy from yielding to these temptations, and it 
was solemnly pounded to 
atoms by the prelate, then 
cast into a charcoal fire, and 
finally its ashes thrown into 
the river of Goa. 

The King of Pegu was, 
liowever, informed • by a 
crafty minister of the King 
of Ceylon that only a sham 
tooth liad been destroyed 
by the Portuguese, and that 
the real relique was still 
safe, '^riiis he obtained by 
extraordinary presents, and 1^^ 

the account of its reception III 

at Pegu, as quoted by d en- Ini 

neiit from De Couto, is a | 

curious parallel to Marco’s I j 

narrative of the Great Kaan’s ^ '*'■ — Vte L 

reception of the Ceylon rel- ^ 

extraordinary object still so ^ 

solemnly preserved at Kandy . 

is another forgery, set up 

about the same time. So , r. ^ ^ 

1 . At Candy, after 1 ciincnt. a. At rucli.in, from fortune. 

the immediate result of the 

viceroy’s virtue was that two reliciues were worshipped instead of one ! 

The possession of the tooth has always been a great object of desire 
to Buddhist sovereigns. In the nth century King Anarauhta, of Biir- 
mah, sent a mission to Ceylon to endeavour to ]jrocure it, but he could 
obtain only a “ miraculous emanation ” of the reliciue. A tower to 
contain the sacred tooth was (1855), however, one of the buildings in 
the palace court of Amarapura. A few years ago the present King 
of Burma repeated the mission of his remote predecessor, but obtained 
only a models and this has been deposited within the walls of the palace 
at Mandal^, the new capital. (Tumour in J, A. S, B., VI. 856, seqq, ; 
Koeppen^ I. 521; Teuuenf, I. 388, II. igS, seqq, / MS. Note by Sir 
A. Fhayre ; Mission to Avu, 136.) 
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Of the four eye-teeth of Sakya, one, it is related, pasi^ed to the heaven 
of Indra ; the second to the capital of Gandhdra ; the third, to Kdli'nga j 
the fourth to the snake-gods. The Gandhdra tooth was perhaps, like 
the alms-bowl, carried off by a Sassanid invasion, and may be identical 
with that tooth of Fo, which the Chinese ' annals state to have been 
brought to China in a.d. 530 by a Persian embassy. A tooth of Buddha 
is now shown in a monastery at Fuchau ; but whether this be either the 
Sassanian present, or that got from Ceylon by Kublai, is unknown. 
Other teeth of Buddha were shown in Hwen llisang's time at Balkh, 
and at Kanauj. (Koeppcn^ u. s. ; Fortune^ 11 . •108 ; H, Thsang^ II. 31, 
263.) 

Notk 7. — Fahian writes of the alms-pot at Peshdwar, that poor people 
could fill it with a few dowers, whilst a rich man should not be able to 
do so with 100, nay, with looo or 10,000 bushels of rice; a parable 
doubtless oiiginally carrying a lesson like Our Lord’s remark on the 
widow’s mite, but which hardened eventually into some foolish story like 
that in the text. » 

This PAira is the Holy Grail of Buddhism. Mystical powers of 
nourishment are ascribed also to the Grail in the European legends. 
German scliolars have traced in the romances of the Grail remarkable 
indications of Oriental origin. It is not impossible that the alms-pot of 
Buddha was the prime source of them. Read the prophetic history of 
the Pdtra as P'ahian heard it in India; its mysterious wanderings over 
Asia till it is taken up into the Heaven 'Pusita^ where Maitreya the Future 
Buddha dwells. When it has disappeared! from earth the Law gradually 
perishes, and violence and wickedness more und more prevail : 

“What is it? 

'I'lic phantom of a cup that comes and goes ? 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ [f 

Could touch or see it, he was healed at once 
lly faith of all his ills. But then the times 
drew to sucli evil, that the holy cup 
Was caught away to heaven and disa]>])eared.” 

— Tennyson's Holy Grail, 


CHAPTER XVI. 

Concerning the great Province of Maabar, w'hich is called 
India the Greater, and is on the Main Land. 

When you leave the Island of Seilan and sail westward 
about 60 miles^you come to the great province of Maabar 
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which is Styled India the Greater. ; it is the best of all 
the Indies and is on the mainland. 

’ . You must know that in this province there are five 
kings, who are own brothers. I will tell you about each in 
turn. The' Province is the finest and noblest in the 
world. 

At this end of the Province reigns one of those five 
Royal Brothers, who is a crowned King, and his name is 
SoNDER Bandi Davar. In his kingdom they find very 
fine and great pearls ; and I will tell you how they are got.* 

You must know that the sea here forms a gulf between 
the Island of Sedan and the main land. And ^1 round this 
gulf the water has a depth of no more than 10 or la 
fathoms, and in some places no more than two fathoms. 
The pearl-fishers take their vessels, great and small, and pro- 
ceed into this gulf where they stop from the beginning of 
April till the middle of May. They go first to a place 
called Bettelar, and (then) go 60 miles into the gulf. 
Here they cast anchor and shift from their large vessels into 
small boats. You must know that the many merchants 
who go divide into various companies, and each of these 
must engage a number of men on wages, hiring them for 
April and half of May. Of all the produce they have first 
to pay the King, as his royalty, the tenth part. And they 
must also pay those men who charm the great fishes to pre- 
vent them from injuring the divers whilst engaged in seeking 
pearls under water, one twentieth part of all that they take. 
These fish-charmers are termed A draiaman ; and their 
charm holds good for that day only, for at night they 
dissolve the charm so that the fishes can work mischief at 
their will. These Abraiaman know also how to charm 
beasts and birds and every living thing. When the men 
have got into the small boats they jump into the water and 
dive to the bottom, which may be at a depth of from 4 to 
I a fothoms, and there they remain as long as they are able. 
And there they find the shells that contain the pearls [and 
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these they put into a net bag tied round the waist, and 
mount up to the surface with them, and then dive anew. 
When they can’t hold their breath any longer they come 
up again, and after a little down they go once more, and so 
they go on all day].* The shells are in fashion like oysters 
or sea-hoods. And in these shells are found pearls, great 
and small, of every kind, sticking in the flesh of the shell- 
fish. 

In this manner pearls are fished in great quantities, for 
thence in fact come the pearls which are spread all over the 
world. And I can tell you the King of that State hath 
a very great receipt and treasure from his dues upon those 
pearls. 

As soon as the middle of May is past no more of those 
pearl-shells are found there. It is true, however, that a 
long way from that spot, some 300 miles distant, they are 
also found ; but that is in September and the first half of 
October. 


Note 1. — Maahar (Ma'bdr) was the name given by the Mahomedans 
at this time (13th and 14th centuries) to a tract corresponding in a 
general way to what we call the Coromandel Coast. The word in 
Arabic signifies the Passage or F erry, and may have referred either to 
the communication with Ceylon, or, as is more probable, to its being in 
that age the coast most frequented by travellers from Arabia and the 
Gulf.* The name does not appear in Edrisi, nor I believe in any of the 
older geographers, and the earliest use of it that I am aware of is in 
Abdallatif s account of Egypt, a work written about 1203-4 {JDe Sacy, ReL 
de VEs^ypt^ p. 3 1). Abulfeda distinctly' names Cape Comorin as the 
point where Malabar ended and Ma’bar began, and other authority to 
be quoted presently informs us that it extended to Nildwar^ />., Nellore. 

There are difficulties as to the particular locality of the port or city 
which Polo visited in the territory of the Prince whom he calls Sondar 
Rindi Davar ; and there are like doubts as to the identification, from the 
dark and scanty Tamul records, of the Prince himself, and the family to 
which he belonged ; though he is mentioned by more than one foreign 
writer besides Polo. 

♦ So the Barbary coast from Tunis westward was called by the Arabs Bdr-ul- 
'Adivah^ “ Terra Transitus,” because thence they used to pass into Spain (y. As. for 
Jan. 1S46, p. 228). « 
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Thus Wass^f : “ Ma’bar extends in length from Kaulam to Nildwar, 
nearly 300 parasangs alorfg the sea-coast ; and in the language of that 
country the king is called Dewar, which signifies, “ the Lord of Empire.” 
The curiosities of Chin and M^chfn, and the beautiful products of Hind 
and Sind, laden on large ships which they call Junks^ sailing like mountains 
with the wings of the wind on the surface of the water, are always 
arriving there. The wealth of the Isles of the Persian Gulf in particular, 
and in part the beauty and adornment of other countries, from Trak and 
Khur^sdn as far as Rdm and Europe, are derived from Ma'bar, which is 
so situated as to be the key of Hind. 

“ A few years since the Dewar was Sundar Pandi, who had three 
brothers, each of whom established himself in independence in some 
different country. The eminent prince, the Margrave (Marzddn) of 
Hind, Taki-uddfn Abdu-r Rahmdn, son of Muhammad-ut-Tfbf, whose 
virtues and accomplishments have for a long time been the theme of 
praise and admiration among the chief inhabitants of that beautiful 
country, was the Dewar’s deputy, minister, and adviser, and was a man 
of sound judgment. Fattan, Malifattan and Kdil * were made over to 

his possession In the months of the year 692 H. (a.d. 1293) 

the above-mentioned Dewar, the ruler of Ma'bar, died and left behind 
him much wealth and treasure. It is related by Malik-ul-IsMm Jam^l- 
uddfn, that out of that treasure 7000 oxen laden with precious stones 
and pure gold and silver fell to the share of the brother who succeeded 
him. Malik-i ’Azam Taki-uddfn continued prime minister as before, and 
in fact ruler of that kingdom, and his glory and magnificence were 
raised a thousand times higher.” t 


* Wassaf has Fitan^ Mali Filan, JCdbil, and meant the names so, as he shows by 
silly puns. For my justification in presuming to correct the names, 1 must refer to 
an article, in the y. A*. As, Soc, for 1869, on Rashiduddin’s Geography. 

t The same information is given in almost the same terms by Rashiduddin (see 
Elliot, I. 69). But he (at least in Elliot’s translation) makes Shaikh yumaluddin the 
successor of the Dewar, instead of merely the narrator of the circumstances. This is 
evidently a mistake, probably of transcription, and Wassaf gives us the true version. 

The members of the Arab family bearing the surname of Al-Thaibi (or Thibf) 
appear to have been powerful on the coasts of the Indian Sea at this time. i. The 
Malik-ul-Islam Jumaluddin Ibrahim A1 Thaibi was Farmer-General of Fars, besides 
being quasi-independent Prince of Kais and other Islands in the Persian Gulf, and 
at the time of his death (1306) governor of Shiraz. He had the horse trade with 
India greatly in his hands, as is mentioned in a note (7) on next chapter. 2. The 
son of Jumaluddin, Fakhruddin Ahmed, goes ambassador to the Great Kaan in 1297, 
and dies near the coast of Ma’bar on his way back in 1305. A Fakhruddin Ahmed 
Bin Ibrahim al-Thaibi also appears in Hammer’s extracts as ruler of Hormuz about 
the time of Polo’s return (see ante vol. I. p. 114) » though he is there repre- 
sented as opposed by Shaikh Jumaluddin (perhaps through one of Hammer’s too 
frequent confusions), one should suppose that he must be the son just mentioned. 
3. Takiuddin Abdurrahmdn, the Wazir and Marzbkn in Ma’bar; who was succeeded 
in that position by his son Surajuddin, and his grandson Nizamuddfn. {Ilchan, II. 
49 - 50 » * 97 - 8 f 205-6 ; Elliot, III. 32, 34-5, 45-7.) 
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Seventeen years later (1310) Wassdf introduces another king of Ma’bar 
called Kales Dewar ^ who had ruled for 40 ydhrs in prosperity, and had 
accumulated in the treasury of Shahr-Mandi (/>., as Dr. Caldwell informs 
me Madura, entitled by the Mahomedan invaders Shahr-Pandi, and 
still occasionally mispronounced Shahr-Mandi) 1200 crores (!) in gold. 
He had two sons, Sundar Bandi by a lawful wife, and Pirabandi (Vira 
Pandi ?) illegitimate. He designated the latter as his successor. Sundar 
Bandi, enraged at this, slew his father and took forcible possession of 
Shahr-Mandi and its treasures. Pirabandi succeeded in driving him out ; 
Sundar Bandi went to Alduddin, Sultan of Delhi, and sought help. The 
Saltan eventually sent his general Hazdrdindri (alias Malik Kafdr) to 
conciuer Ma’bar. 

In the 3rd (as yet unpublished) volume of Elliot we find some of the 
same main facts, with some differences and greater details, as recounted 
by Amir Khusru. Bir Pandiya and Sundara Pahdiya are the Rais of 
Ma’bar, and are at war with one another, when the army of Alidddin, 
after reducing Bildl Deo of Dwara Samudra, descends upon Ma’bar 
in the beginning of 13 ii (p. 87, seqq.). 

We see here two rulers of Ma’bar, within less than 20 years, bearing 
the name of Sundara Pandi. 

Ill a note with whicli Dr. Caldwell has favoured me he considers 
that the Sundar Bandi of Polo and the Persian Historians is undoubtedly 
to be identified with Sundara Pandi Devar, in the Tamul catalogues the 
last king of the ancient Pandya line, and who was (says Dr. Caldwell) 
“ succeeded by Mahomedans, by a ne\^ line of Pandyas, by the Ndyak 
Kings, by the Nabobs of Arcot, and finally by the English. He became 
for a time a Jaina, but was reconverted to tlie worship of Siva, when his 
name was changed from Kim or Kubja^ Crook-backed,” to Sundara 
“ Beautiful,” in accordance with a change whicli then took place, the 
Saivas say, in his personal appearance. Probably his name, from the 

beginning, was Sundara In the inscriptions belonging to the 

period of his reign he is invariably represented, not as a joint king 
or viceroy, but as an absolute monarch ruling over an extensive tract of 
country, including the Chola county or Tanjore, and Conjeveram, and as 
the only possessor for the time being of the title Pandi Devar, It is 
clear from the agreement of Rashiduddin with Marco Polo that Sundara 
Pandi’s power was shared in some way with his brothers, but it seems 
certain also from the inscriptions that there was a sense in which he alone 
was king.” 

I do not give the whole of Dr, Caldwell’s remarks on this subject 
because he had not before him the whole of the information from the Musul- 
man historians which shows so clearly that iivo princes bearing the name 
of Sundara Pandi are mentioned by them, and because I cannot see my 
way to adopt his view, great as is the weight due to his opinion on any 
such question. 

Extraordinary darkness hangs over the chronology of the South 
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Indian kingdoms, as we may judge from the fact that Dr. Caldwell would 
thus place at the end of the 13 th century, on the evidence of Polo and 
Rashiduddin, the reign of the last of the genuine Pandya kings, whom 
other calculations place earlier even by centuries. Thus, to omit views 
more extravagant, Mr. Nelson, the learned official historian of Madura, 
supposes it on the whole most probable that Kun Pandya, alias Sunclara, 
reigned in the latter half of the nth century. "The Sri Tala Book, 
which appears to have been written about 60 years ago, and was probably 
complied from brief Tamil chronicles then in existence, states that the 
Pandya race became extinct upon the death of Kdn Pandya ; and the 
children of concubines and of younger brothers who (had) lived in former 
ages, fought against one another, split up the country into factions, and 
got themselves crowned, and ruled one in one place, another in another. 
But none of these families succeeded in getting possession of Madura, 
the capital, which consequently fell into decay. And further on it tells 
us, rather inconsistently, that up to a.d. 1324 the kings, ‘who ruled the 
Madura country were part of the time Pandyas, at other times foreigners.’ ” 
And a variety of traditions referred to by Mr. Nelson appear to interpose 
such a period of unsettlement and shifting and divided sovereignty, 
extending over a considerable time, between the end of the genuine 
Pandya Dynasty and the Mahomedan invasion ; whilst lists of numerous 
princes who reigned in this period have been handed down. Now we 
have just seen that the Mahomedan invasion took place in 13 ii, and we 
must throw aside the traditions and the lists altogether if we supi)ose 
that the Sundara Pandi of 1292 was the last prince of the Old lane. 
Indeed, though the indication is faint, the manner in which Wassdf 
.speaks of Polo’s Sundara and his brothers as having established them- 
selves in different territories, and as in constant war with each other, is 
suggestive of the state of unsettlement which the Sri Tala and the tradi- 
tions describe. 

There is a difficulty in co-ordinating these four or five brothers at 
constant war, whom Polo found in possession of different provinces 
of Ma’bar about 1290, with the Devar Kalesa, of whom Wassdf speaks as 
slain in 1310 after a prosperous reign of 40 years. Possibly the brothers 
were adventurers who had divided the coast districts, whilst Kalesa still 
reigned with a more legitimate claim at Shahr-Mandi or Madura. And 
it is worthy of notice that the Ceylon Annals call the Pandi king whose 
army carried off the sacred tooth in 1303 Kulasaikera^ a name which we 
may easily believe to represent Wassdfs Kalesa. (JVelson’s Madura^ 55, 

7^-75 ^ Turnour^s Epitome^ p. 47.) 

As regards the position of the port of Ma’bar visited, but not named, 
by Marco Polo, and at or near which his Sundara Pandi seems to have 
resided, I am inclined to look for it rather in Tanjore than on the Gulf 
of Manar south of the Rameshwaram shallows. The difficulties in this 
view are the indication of its being “ 60 miles west of Ceylon,” and the 
special mention of the Pearl Fishery in connexion with it. We cannot 



272 MARCO POLO. BOOK III. 

however lay much stress upon Polo’s orientation. When his general 
direction is from east to west, every new place reached is for him west of 
that last visited ; whilst the Kaveri Delta is as near the north point of 
Ceylon as Ramnad is to Aripo. The pearl difficulty may be solved by 
the probability that the dominion of SondSr Bandi extended to the coast 
of the Gulf of Manar. 

On the other hand Polo, below (chap, xx.), calls the province of 
Sundara Pandi Soli, which we can scarcely doubt to be Chola or Sola- 
desam, i.e,, Tanjore. He calls it also “the best and noblest Province of 
India,” a description which even with his limited knowledge of India he 
would scarcely apply to the coast of Ramnad, but which might be justifi- 
ably ap’plied to the well-watered plains of Tanjore, even when as yet 
Arthur Cotton was not. Let it be noticed too that Polo in speaking 
(chapter xix.) of Mutfili (or Telingana) specifies its distance from 
Ma’bar as if he had made the run by sea from dne to the other ; but 
afterwards when he proceeds to speak of Call, which stands on the Gulf 
of Manar, he does not specify its position or distance in regard to 
Sundara Pandi’s territory ; an omission which he would not have been 
likely to make had both lain on the Gulf of Manar. 

Abulfeda tells us that the capital of the Prince of Ma’bar, who was 
*»-the great horse-importer, was called BiyyarddwaL’* The name is per- 
plexing, but it now appears in the extracts from Amir Khusru {Elliot, III. 
90-91), as Birdhdl the capital of Bir Pandi mentioned above, whilst 
Madura -was the residence of his brother, the later Sundara Pandi. 
And from the indications in those extracts it can be gathered, I think, 
that Birdhul was not far from the Kaveri (cabled Kdnobari), not far from 
the sea, and 5 or 6 days’ march from Madura. These indications point 
to Tanjore or some other city in the Kaveri Delta. I should suppose 
that this Birdhiil was the capital of Polo’s Sundara Pandi, and that the 
port visited was either Negapatam or Kaveripatam. The latter was 
a great sea-port at one of the mouths of the Kaveri, which is said to have 
been destroyed by an inundation about the year 1300. 

Some corroboration of the supposition that the Tanjore ports were 
those frequented by Chinese trade may be found in the fact that a 
remarkable Pagoda of uncemented brickwork, about a mile to the N.W. 
of Negapatam, popularly bears (or bore) the name of the Chinese Pa- 
goda, I do not mean to imply that the building was Chinese, but that the 
application of that name to a ruin of strange character pointed to some 
tradition of Chinese visitors. Sir Walter Elliott, to whom I am indebted 
for the sketch of it given on next page, states that this building differed 
essentially from any type of Hindu architecture with which he was 
acquainted, but being without inscription or sculpture it was impossible 
to assign to it any authentic origin.- Negapatam was, however, cele- 
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brated as a seat of Buddhist worship, and this may have been a remnant 
of their work. In 1846 it consisted of 3 stories divided by cornices of 
stepped brickwork. The interior was open to the top, and showed the 
marks of a floor about 20 feet from the ground. Its general appearance 
is shown by the cut# This interesting building was reported in 1859 to 
be in too dilapidated a state for repair, and I believe it now exists no 
longer. Sir W. Elliott also tells -me that collectors employed by him 
picked up in the sand, at several stations on this coasj:, numerous Byzan- 
tine and Chinese as well as Hindu coins. The brickwork of the pagoda, 
as described by him, very fine and closely fitted but without cement, cor- 
responds to that of the Burmese and Ceylonese medieval Buddhist build- 
ings. The architecture has a slight resemblance to that of Pollariarua in 
C'eylon (see JFergusson^ II. p. 512). {Abulf. in Gildemeister, p. 185 ; 
Nelson^ part II. p. 27, seqq, ; Taylor's Catalogue Raisonnk^ III. 386-89.) 



Chinese Pagoda (so called) at Negapatam. From a sketch tak<n in 1846 by Sir Walter Elliott. 


Ma’bar is mentioned {Mqparh) in the Chinese Annals as one of the 
foreign kingdoms which sent tribute to Kublai in 1286 {supra, p. 239) ; 
and Pauthier has given some very curious and novel extracts from 
Chinese sources regarding the diplomatic intercourse with Ma'bar in 
1280 and the following years. Among other points these mention the 
“ five brothers who were Sultans ” (Suantan), an envoy Chamalatmg 
(Jumaluddfn) who had been sent from Ma'bar to the Mongol Court, &c. 
(see pp. 603, segq.y 
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' 'WOTE ;5.— Marco’s account of the pearl-fishery is still substantially 
’ccrppecL ‘ Marsden has identified Bettelar the rendezvous of the fishery 
Vedala pr Vadaulay on the spit near Rameshwaram. But it seems 
^tp me highly probable that the place intended may have been Pa'tlaivi on 
the coast of Ceylon, called by Ibn Batuta BfiWidla, # Though the centre 
of the pearl-fishery is now at Aripo and Kondachi further north, its site 
has varied sometimes as low as Chilaw, the name of which is, according 
to Tennent, a corruption of that given by the Tamuls, Salabham^ “ The 
Sea of Gain.” (Ceylon^ I. 440; Pridham^ 409; Ibn Bat IV. 166; 
BibeyrOy ed. Columbo, 1847, App. jff 196.) 

The shark-charmers do not now seem to have any claim to be called 
Abraiaman or Brahmans, but they may have been so in former days. At 
the diamond-mines of the northern Circars Brahmans are employed 
in the analogous office of propitiating the tutelary genii. The shark- 
charmers are called in Tamul Kadal-Katti^ and in 'Hindustani Hai-banda 
or “ Shark-binders.” At Aripo they belong to one family, supposed to 
have the monopoly of the charm. The chief operator is (or was, not 
many years ago) paid by Government, and he also received ten oysters 
from each boat daily during the fishery. Tennent, on his visit, found 
the incumbent of the office to be a Roman Catholic Christian, but that 
did not seem to affect the exercise or the validity of his functions. It is 
remarkable that, when Tennent wrote, not more than one authen|icated 
accident from sharks had taken place, during the whole period of the 
British occupation. 

The time of the fishery is a little earlier than Marco mentions, viz., 
in March and April, just between the cessation of the N.E. and com- 
mencement of the S.W. monsoon. His statement of the depth is quite 
correct ; the diving is carried on in water of 4 to 10 fathoms deep, and 
never in a greater depth than thirteen. 

I do not know what is the site of the other fishery to which he 
' alludes as practised in September and October, but it may have been on 
the east side of the island, for I see that in 1750 there was a fishery at 
Trincomalee. (Steimrt in Trans, R, A, S,, III. 456, seqq, ; Pridliam^ 
u. s. ; Tennent H- 5^4-5 ; Ribeyro, as above, Ap. p. 196.) 


CHAPTER XVII. 

Continues to speak of the Province of Maabar. 

You nxust know that in all this Province of Maabar there 
is neviiir a Tailor to cut a coat or stitch it, seeing that 
f everybody goes naked ! For decency only they do wear a 
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scrap of cloth; and so ’tis with men and women, viSth*ncb‘ 
and poor, aye, and with the King himself, except whaf 
I am going to mention.* 

It is a fact that the* King -goes as bare as the rest, only 
round his loins he has a piece of fine cloth, and round his 
neck he has a necklace entirely of precious stones, — rubies, 
sapphires, emeralds and the like, insomuch that this collar 
is of great value.* He wears also hanging in front of his 
chest from the neck downwards, a fine silk thread. strung 
with 104 large pearls and rubies of great price. The reason 
why he wears this cord with the 104 great pearls and rubies, 
is (according to what they tell) that every day, morning 
and evening, he has to say 104 prayers to his idols. Such 
is their religion, and their custom. And thus did all the 
Kings his ancestors before him, and they bequeathed the 
string of pearls to him that he should do the like. [The 
prayer that they say daily consists of these words, Pacauta ! 
Pacauta ! Pacauta ! And this they repeat 104 times.’] 

The King aforesaid also wears on his arms three golden 
bracelets thickly set with pearls of great value, and anklets 
also of like kind he wears on his legs, and rings on his toes 
likewise. So let me tell you, what this King wears, between 
gold and gems and pearls, is worth more than a city’s 
ransom. And ’tis no wonder; for he hath great store of 
such gear ; and besides they are found in his kingdom. 
Moreover nobody is permitted to take out of the kingdom 
a pearl weighing more than half a saggio, unless he manages 
to do it secretly.^ This order has been given because the 
King desires to reserve all such to himself ; and so in fact 
the quantity he has is something almost incredible. More- 
over several times every year he sends his proclamation 
through the realm that if any one who possesses a pearl or 
stone of great value will bring it to him, he will pay for it 
twice as much as it cost. Everybody is glad tc^ do thi^> 
and thus the King gets all into his own hands, givt|% eyefy# 
man his price. 
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Furthermore, this King hath some five hundred wives, 
for whenever he hears of a beautiful damsel he takes her to 
wife. Indeed he did a very sorry deed as I shall tell you. 
For seeing that his brother had a handsome wife, he took 
her by force and kept her for himself. His brother, being a 
discreet man, took the thing quietly and made no noise 
about it. The ICing hath many children. 

And there are about the King a number of Barons in 
attendance upon him. These ride with him, and keep 
always near him, and have great authority in the kingdom ; 
they are called the King’s Trusty Lieges. And you must 
know that when the King dies, and they put him on the 
fire to burn him, these Lieges cast themselves into the fire 
round about his body, and suffer themselves to be burnt 
along with him. For they say they have been his comrades 
in this world, and that they ought also to keep him com- 
pany in the other world.* 

When the King dies none of his children dares to 
touch his treasure. For they say, “as our father did gather 
together all this treasure, so we ought to accumulate as 
much in our turn.” And in this way it comes to pass that 
there is an immensity of treasure accumulated in thi^ 
kingdom.* 

Here are no horses bred ; and thus a great part of the 
wealth of the country is wasted in purchasing horses ; I will 
tell you how. You must know that the merchants of Kis 
and Hormes, Dopar and Soer and Aden collect great 
numbers of destriers and other horses, and these they bring 
to the territories of this King, and of his four brothers, who 
are kings likewise as I told you. For a horse will fetch 
among them 500 saggi of gold, worth more than 100 
marks of silver, and vast numbers are sold there every year. 
Indeed this King wants to buy more than 2000 horses 
every year, and so do his four brothers who are kings 
likewise. The reason why they want so many horses every 
year is that t>y the end of the year there shall not be one 
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hundred of them remaining, for they all die off. And this 
arises from mismanagement, for those people do not know 
in the least how to treat a horse; and besides they have 
no farriers. The horse-merchants not only never bring 
any ferriers with them, but also prevent any farrier from 
going thither, lest that should in any degree baulk the sale 
of horses, which brings them in every year such vast gains. 
They bring these horses by sea aboard ship.’ 

They have in this country the custom which. I am 
going to relate. When a man is doomed to die for any 
crime, he may declare that he will put himself to death in 
honour of such or such an idol ; and the government then 
grants him permission to do so. His kinsfolk and friends 
then set him up on a cart, and provide him with twelve 
knives, and proceed to conduct him all about the city, 
proclaiming aloud ; “ This valiant man is going to slay 
himself for the love of (such an idol).” And when they 
be come to the place of execution he takes a knife and 
sticks it through his arm, and cries : “ I slay myself for the 
love of (such a god) !” Then he takes another knife and 
sticks it through his other arm, and takes a third knife 
and runs it into his belly, and so on until he kills himself 
outright. And when he is dead his kinsfolk take the body 
and burn it with a joyful celebration.* Many of the 
women also, when their husbands die and are placed on 
the pile to be burnt, do burn themselves along with the 
bodies. And such women as do this have great praise 
from all.’ 

The people are Idolaters, and many of them worship 
the ox, because (say they), it is a creature of such excel- 
lence. They would not eat beef for anything in the world, 
nor would they on any account kill an ox. But there is 
another class of people who are called Govy, and these are 
very glad to eat beefi though they dare not kill the animal. 
Howbeit if an ox dies, naturally or otherwise, then they 
eat him." 
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And let me tell you, the people of this country have 
a custom of rubbing their houses all over with cow-dung." 
Moreover all of them, great and small, King and Barons 
included, do sit upon the ground only, and the reason they 
give is that this is the most honourable way to sit, because 
we all spring from the Earth and to the Earth we must 
return ; so no one can pay the Earth too much honour, 
and no one ought to despise it. 

And about that race of Govis^ I should tell you that 
nothing on earth would induce them to enter the place 
where Messer St. Thomas is — I mean where his body lies, 
which is in a certain city of the province of Ma.abar. 
Indeed, were even 20 or 30 men to lay hold of one of these 
Govis and to try to hold him in the jjlacc where the Body 
of the Blessed Apostle of Jesus Christ lies buried, they 
could not do it! Such is the influence of the Saint; for it 
was by people of this generation that he was slain, as you 
shall ])resently hear." * 

No wheat grows in this province, but rice only. 

Anti another strange thing to be told is that there is no 
possibility of breeding horses in this country, as hath often 
been proved by trial. For even when a great blood-mare 
here has been covered by a great blood-horse, the produce 
is nothing but a wretched wry-legged weed, not fit to 
ride." 

The people of the country go to battle all naked, with 
only a lance and a shield; and they are most wretched 
soldiers. They will kill neither beast nor bird, nor any- 
thing that hath life ; and for such animal food as they eat, 
they make the Saracens, or others who are not of their own 
religion, play the butcher. 

It is their practice that every one, male and female, do 
wash the whole body twice every day ; and those who do 
not wash are looked on much as we look on the Patarins. 
[You must know also that in eating they use the right 
hand only, ^nd would on no account touch their food with 
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the left hand. All cleanly and becoming uses are minis- 
tered to by the right hand, whilst the left is reserved for 
uncleanly and disagreeable necessities, such as cleansing the 
secret parts of the body and the like. So also they drink 
only from drinking vessels, and every man hath his own; 
nor will any one drink from another’s vessel. And when 
they drink they do not put the vessel to the lips, but hold 
it aloft and let the drink spout into the mouth. No one 
would on any account touch the vessel with his mouth, 
nor give a stranger drink with it. But if the stranger have 
no vessel of his own they will pour the drink into his hands 
and he may thus* drink from his hands as from a cup.] 

They are very strict in executing justice upon criminals, 
and as strict in abstaining from wine. Indeed they have made 
a rule that wine-drinkers and seafaring men are never to be 
accepted as sureties. For they say that to be a seafaring 
man is all the same as to be an utter desperado, and that 
his testimony is good for nothing. Howbeit they look on 
lechery as no sin. 

[They have the following rule about debts. If a debtor 
shall have been several times asked by his creditor for pay- 
ment, and shall have put him off from day to day with 
promises, then if the creditor can once meet the debtor 
and succeed in drawing a circle round him, the latter must 
not pass out of this circle until he shall have satisfied the 
claim, or given security for its discharge. If he in any 
other case presume to pass the circle he is punished with 
death as a transgressor against right and justice. And the 
said Messer Marco, when in this kingdom on his return 
home, did himself witness a case of this. It was the King, 
who owed a foreign merchant a certain sum of money, and 
though the claim had often been presented, he always put 
it off with promises. Now, one day when the King was 
riding through the city, the merchant found his oppor- 
tunity and drew a circle round both King and horse. The 
King, on seeing this, halted, and would ride„ no further; 
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nor did he stir from the spot until the merchant was 
satisfied. And when the bystanders saw this they marvelled 
greatly, saying that the King was a most just King indeed, 
having thus submitted to justice.*'*]" 

You must know that the heat here is sometimes so 
great that ’tis something wonderful. And rain falls only 
for three months in the year, viz., in June, July, and 
August. Indeed but for the rain that falls in these three 
months, refreshing the earth and cooling the air, the drought 
would be so great that no one could exist.’* 

They have many experts in an art which they call Phy- 
siognomy, by which they discern a man’s character and 
qualities at once. They also know the import of meeting 
with any particular bird or beast; for such omens are 
regarded by them more than by any people in the world. 
'J'hus if a man is going along the road and hears some one 
sneeze, if he deems it (say) a good token for himself he 
goes on, but if otherwise he stops a bit, or peradventure 
turns back altogether from his journey.’® 

As soon as a child is born they write down his nativity, 
that is to say the day and hour, the month, and the moon’s 
age. This custom they observe because every single thing 
they do is done with reference to astrology, and by advice 
of diviners skilled in Sorcery and Magic and Geomancy, and 
such like diabolical arts ; and some of them are also 
acquainted with Astrology. 

[All parents who have male children, as soon as these 
have attained the age of 13, dismiss them from their home, 
and do not allow them further maintenance in the family. 
For they say that the boys are then of an age to get their 
living by trade ; so oft’ they pack them with some ao or 
four and twenty groats, or at least with money equivalent 
to that. And these urchins are running about all day from 
pillar to post, buying and selling. At the time of the 
pearl-fishery they run to the beach and purchase, from 
the fishers qr others, five or six pearls, according to their 
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ability, and take these to the merchants, who are keeping 
indoors for fear of the sun, and say to them : “ These cost 
me such a price ; now give me what profit you please 
on them.” So the merchant gives something over the cost 
price for their profit. They do in the same way with many 
other articles, so that they become trained to be very dex- 
terous and keen traders. And every day they take their 
food to their mothers to be cooked and served, but do not 
eat a scrap at the expense of their fathers.] 

In this kingdom and all over India the birds and beasts 
are entirely different from ours, all but one bird which 
is exactly like ours, and that is the Quail. But everything 
else is totally different. For example they have bats, — 
I mean those birds that fly by night and have no feathers 
of any kind ; — well their birds of this kind are as big as a 
goshawk! Their goshawks again are as black as crows, 
a good deal bigger than ours, and very swift and sure. 

Another strange thing is that they feed their horses with 
boiled rice and bdiled meat, and various other kinds of 
cooked food. That is the reason why all the horses die off.'’ 

They have certain abbeys in which are gods and god- 
desses to whom many young girls are consecrated ; their 
fathers and mothers presenting them to that idol for which 
they entertain the greatest devotion. And when the [monks] 
of a convent* desire to make a feast to their god, they 
send for all those consecrated damsels and make them sing 
and dance before the idol with great festivity. They also 
bring meats to feed their idol withal, that is to say the 
damsels prepare dishes of meat and other good things and 
put the food before the idol, and leave it there a good 
while, and then the damsels all go to their dancing and 
singing and festivity for about as long as a great Baron 
might require to eat his dinner. By that time they say 


• The (G. T.). has nuns, “ Li nosnain do mostier^' But in Ramusio it is nionks^ 
which is more probable, and 1 have adopted it. > 
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the spirit of the idols has consumed tn^ substance of the 
food, so they remove the yiatxds to be eaten by t£$^- 
selyes with great jollity. This is performed by. -these 
damsels several times every year until they are^married.‘• • , 

[The reason assigned for summoning the ~ damsels to 
these feasts is, as the monks say^ that the gqd is vexed and 
angry with the goddess, and will hold no communication with 
"her ; and they say that if peace be not establisliefd between 
them things will go from bad to worse, and they never will 
bestow their grace and benediction. So they make those 
girls come in the way described, to dance and sing, all but 
naked, before the god and the goddess. And those people 
believe that the god often solaces himself with the society 
of the goddess. 

The men of this country have their beds made of very 
light canework, so arranged that, when they have got in 
and arc going to sleep, they are drawn up by cords nearly 
to the ceiling anti fixed there for the night. This is done 
to get out of the way of tarantulas which give terrible 
bites, as well as of fleas and such vermin, and at the ^me 
time to get as much air as passible in the great heat which 
prevails in that region. Not that everybody does this, 
but only the nobles and great folks, for the others sleep on 
the streets.’’] 

Now I have told you about this kingdom of the pro- 
vince of Maabar, and I must pass on to the other kingdoms 
of the same province, for I have much^to tell of their pecu- 
liarities. 


Note 1 . — Ibn Batuta describes the King of Calicut, the great “ Za- 
inorin,” coming down to the beach to see the wreck of certain Junks ; — 
“ his clothing consisted of a great piece of white stuff rolled about him 
from the navd to the knees, and a little bit of a turban on his head ; 
his feet were bare, and a young slave carried an umbrella over him.” 
(IV. 97.) 

Note 2. — Th^ necklace t^en from the neck of the Hindu King 
Jaipdl, captured by Mahmdd in a.d. root, was composed of large pearls, 
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rubieS; 8cc., and.was.val;^^ at 2db,o9cr dindrs^ or a good deal more than 
lOQ^opp/.- (EUiott, II. 26.) " Compare Correa’s account of the King of 
Calicjut, in Slanle/s,,K da Gama^ 1*945 

Note 3. — ^The word is printedv in Ramusio Pacauca^ but no doubt 
Pacauta is the true ^reading. Dr. Caldwell has favoured me with a note 
.’on this : “ The word .... was probably Bagavd or Pagtwd, the Tamil 
form of the vocative of Bhagavata^ “ Lord,” pronounced in the Tamil 
manner. This word is frequently repeated by Hindus of all sects in 
the utterance of their sacred formulae, especially by Vaishnava devotees, 
some of whom go- about lepeating this one word alone. When I men-, 
tioned Marco Polo’s word to two learned Hindus at different times, they 
said, ‘No doubt he meant BagaifaJ* The Saiva Rosary contains 32 
beads ; the doubled form of the same, sometimes used, contains 64 ; the 
Vaishnava Rosary contains 108. Possibly the latter may have been 
meant by Marco.” 

Ward says : “The llindds believe the repetition of the name of God 
is an act of adoration .... Jdpd (as this act is called) makes an essen- 
tial part of the daily worship. . . . The worshii)per, taking a string of 
beads, repeats the name of his guardian deity, or that of any other god, 
counting by his beads 10, 28, 108, 208, adding to every 108 not less 
than 100 more. (Madras ed. 1863, p. 217-18.) 

No doubt the number in the text should have been 108, which is ap- 
parently a mystic number among both Brahmans and Buddhists. Thus at 
Gautama’s birth 108 Brahmans were summoned to foretell his destiny ; 
round the great White Pagoda at Peking are 108 pillars for illumination ; 
108 is the number of volumes constituting the Tibetan scripture called 
Kahgyur; the merit of copying this work is enhanced by the cpiality of 
the ink used, thus a copy in red is 108 times more meritorious than one 
in black, one in silver 108* times, one in gold 108* times; according 
to the Malabar Chronicle Parasurama established in that country 108 
Iswars, 108 places of worship, and 108 Durga images; 108 rupees is 
frequently a sum devoted to alms ; the rules of the Chinese Triad Society 
assign 108 blows as the punishment for certain offences, &c., &c. I find 
a Tibetan Tract quoted (by Koeppen^ II. 284) as entitled “ The Entire 
Victor over all the 104 Devils,” and this is the only example I have met 
with of 104 as a mystic number. 

Note 4. — The Saggio^ here as elsewhere, probably stands for the 
MiskdL 

Note 6.-— This is stated also by Abu Zaid in the beginning of the 
loth century. And Reinaud in his note refers to Mas’udi, who has a 
like passage in which he gives a name to these companions exactly corre- 
sponding to Polo’s PeoUz or Trusty Lieges : “ When a King in India 
dies, many persons voluntarily burn themselves with him. These are 
called Baldnjariyah (sing. Baldnjar)^ as if you should say ‘ F’aithful 

* M. Pauthier has suggested the same explanation in his notes. 
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Friends ’ of the deceased, whose life was life to them, and whose death 
was death to them.” (Auc. ReL I. 121 and note ; Mas, II. 85.) 

Barbosa briefly notices a like institution in reference to the King of 
Narsinga, />., Vijayanagar {Ram, I. f. 302). Another form of the same 
bond seems to be that mentioned by o^her travellers as prevalent in 
Malabar, where certain of the Nairs bore the name of Amuki^ and were 
bound not only to defend the King’s life with their own, but, if he fell, 
to sacrifice themselves by dashing among the enemy and slaying until 
slain. Even Christian churches in Malabar had such htr^ditaxy Amitki, 
(See R, Vine. Maria, Bk. IV. ch. vii. and Cejare Federici in Ram, III. 
390.) There can be little doubt that this is the Malay which 

would, therefore appear to be of Indian origin, both in name and prac- 
tice. I see that De Gubernatis, without noticing the Malay phrase, 
traces the term applied to the Malabar champions to the Sanskrit 
Amokhya, “indissoluble,” and Amukta, “not free, bound” {Picc, Encic, 
hid. I. 88). The same practice by which the followers of a defeated 
prince devote themselves in amuk, (y'ulgo running a~muck), is called in 
the island of Bali Rr/a, a term applied also to one kind offemffle Suttee, 
])robal>ly from S. Ral, “a sacrifice.” (See Friedrich in Batavian Trans. 
XXII 1 .) In the Bahiiijar of Mas’udi we have probably the same word, 
compounded perhaps with any;dr “fire,” or with Unug, “a follower.” The 
King of the Russians in the 10th century, according to Ibn Fozlan, had 
400 followers bound by the like bond ; and .so, at an earlier date, 
according to a (juotation in Athenaeus, had the king of a Celtic tribe 
called Sotiani. II is 600 Fhih were called Siloduri, or “ Bound under 
a Vow,” to live and die with him. (Fraehn, j). 22 ; Yon^i^ds At/ien. VI. 
54.) The Likamankwas of the Abyssinian kings, who in battle wear 
the same dress with their master to mislead the enemy — “ Six Rich- 
monds in the field” — form ajiparently a kindred institution. 

Note 6 . — How'ever freciuent may have been wars between adjoining 
states, the south of the peninsula appears to have been for ages free 
from foreign invasion until the Delhi expeditions, which occurred a few 
years later than our traveller’s visit ; and there are many testimonies 
to the enormous accumulations of treasure. Gold, according to the 
Masdlak~al-Ahsdr, had been flowing into India for 3000 years, and had 
never been exported. Firishta speaks of the enormous spoils carried 
off by Alduddin, every soldier’s share amounting to 25 lbs. of gold ! 
Some years later Mahomed Tughlak loads 200 elephants and several 
thousand bullocks with the i^recious .spoil of a single temple. We have 
quoted a like statement from Wassdf As to the wealth found in the 
treasury of this very Sundara Pandi Dewar, but the same author goes 
far beyond this when he tells that Kales Dewar, Raja of Ma’abar about 
1309, had accumulated 1200 crores of gold, i.e., 12,000 millions of 
dinars, enough to girdle the earth wdth a fourfold belt of bezants ! 
(Ak and E. XIII. 218, 220-1 ; Briggs's Firishta, I. 373-4; Hammer's 
Ilkhans, II. 205.) 
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Note 7. — Of the ports mentioned as exporting horses to India we 
have already made acquaintance with Kais and Hormuz ; of Dofar 
and Aden we shall hear further on ; Soer is Suhar, the former capital 
of Oman, and still a place of some little trade. Edrisi calls it “ one of 
the oldest cities of Oman, and of the richest. Anciently it was frequented 
by merchants from all parts of the world ; and voyages to China used to 
be made from it.” (I. 152.) 

Rashiduddin and Wassdf have identical statements about the horse- 
trade, and so similar to Polo’s in this chapter that one almost sus- 
I^ects that he must have been their authority. Wassdf says : “ It was 
a matter of agreement that Malik-ul-Isldm Jamdluddin and the mer- 
chants should embark every year from the island of Kais and ?and at 

Ma’bar 1400 horses of his own breed It was also agreed that 

he should embark as many as he could procure from all the isles of 
Persia, such as Kdtif, I^ahsd, Bahrein, Ilurmuz, and Kalhdtd. The 
price of each horse was fixed from of old at 220 dinars of red gold, on 
this condition, that if any horses should happen to die, the value of 
them should be paid from the royal treasury. It is related by authentic 
writers that in the reign of Atdbek Abu Bakr (of Ears) 10,000 horses 
were annually export^ from the.se places to Ma’bar, Kambdyat, and 
other ports in their neighbourhood, and the sum total of their value 

amounted to 2,200,000 dinars They bind them for 40 days in a 

stable with ropes and pegs, in order that they may get fat ; and after- 
wards, without taking measures for training, and without stirrups and 
other appurtenances of riding, the Indian soldiers ride ui)on them like 

demons In a short time the most strong, swift, fresh, and active 

horses become weak, slow, useless, and stupid. In short, they all be- 
come wretched and good for nothing There is, therefore, a con- 

stant necessity of getting new horses annually.” {Elliot, III. 34.) 

The price mentioned by Polo appears to be intended for 500 dinars, 
which in the then existing relations of the i)recious metals in Asia would 
be worth just about 100 marks of silver. Wassdfs price, 220 dinars of 
red gold, seems very inconsistent with this, but is not so materially, 
for it would appear that the dinar of red gold (so called) was worth two 
dinars 

Note 8. — I have not found other mention of a condemned criminal 
being allowed thus to sacrifice himself; but such suicides in performance 
of religious vows have occurred in almost all parts of India in all ages. 
Friar Jordanus, after giving a similar account to that in the text of the 
I^arade of the victim, represents hina as cutting off his own head before 
the idol, with a peculiar two-handled knife “like those used in currying 
leather.” And strange as this sounds, it is undoubtedly true. Ibn 
Batuta witnessed the suicidal feat at the court of the Pagan King of 
Mul-Java (somewhere on the coast of the Gulf of Siam), and Mr. Ward, 

* See Jonrfi. Asiat. ser. 6, tc^n. xi. pp. 505 and 5*2.. 
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without any knowledge of these authorities, had heard that an instru- 
ment for this purpose was formerly preserved at Kshfra, a village of 
Bengal near Nadiya. The thing was called Karavat ; it was a crescent- 
shaped knife, with chains attached to it forming stirrups, so adjusted 
that when the fanatic placed the edge to the back of his neck and his 
feet in the stirrups, by giving the latter a violent jerk his head was cut 
off. According to a wild legend told at Ujjain, the great king Vikra- 
majit was in the habit of cutting off his own head daily^ as an offering 
to Devi. On the last performance the head failed to reattach itself as 
usual ; and it is now preserved, petrified, in the temple of Harsuddi at 
that place. 

I fiever heard of anybody in Europe performing this extraordinary 
feat except Sir Jonah Barrington’s Irish mower, who made a dig at a 
salmon with the butt of his scythe-handle and dropt his own head in the 
pool ! {Jord, 33 ; /. B, IV. 246 ; Ward, Madras ed. 249-50 ; JA,S, B. 
XVII. 833.) 

No I F. 0. —On the former prevalence of Suttee in certain parts 
at least of the South of India, see a note in Cathay^ p. 80. In 1815 
there are said to have been one hundred in^anjore alone. (Ritter, 
VI. 303.) 

Noi’k 10.— “'Hie people in this part of the country (Southern 
Mysore) consider the ox as a living god, who gives them bread ; and in 
every village there are one or two bulls to whom weekly or monthly 
worship is performed.” (F. Buchanafi,^\\, 174.) 

“ The low-caste Hindus, called Gavi by Marco Polo, were probably 
the caste now called Paraiyar (by the English, Pariahs), The people of 
this caste do not venture to kill the cow, but when they find the carcase 
of a cow which has died from disease, or any other cause, they cook and 
eat it. 'rhe name Paraiyar, which means ‘ Drummers,’ does not appear 
to be ancient. The name given to this class in the ancient poems is 
Kayavar, whit li means ‘ low people.’ Possibly this was the name which 
Marco meant to denote when he said they were called Gavi.” (Note 
by the Rev, Dr, Caldwell,) 

Foreigners may have imagined the name mentioned by Dr. C. to 
be connected with the beef-eating which distinguished the caste, and so 
corrupted it into Gaui or Gavi (Pers. Gdo, “an ox”). The low castes 
are often styled from their unrestricted diet, e.g. Haldl-Khor (Pers. “ to 
whom all food is lawful ”), SabFhawd (Hind. “ omnivorous ”). 

Note 11.— The word in the G*. T. is losci dc buef, which Pauthier’s 
text has converted into suif de buef- — in reference to Hindus a prepos- 
terous statement. Yet the very old Latin of the Soc. Geog, also has 
pinguedinem, and in a parallel passage about the Jogis (infra, chap, xx.), 
Ramusio’s text describes them as daubing themselves with pewder of 
ox-bones (fossd). Apparently rosci was not understood (It. uscito). 
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Note 12. — Later travellers describe the descendants of St. Thomas’s 
murderers as marked by having one leg of immense size, Le,, by elephan- 
tiasis, The disease was therefore called by the Portuguese Pejo de 
Santo Toma, 

Note 13. — Mr. Nelson says of the Madura country : The horse is 
a miserable, weedy, and vicious pony; having but one good quality, 
endurance. The breed is not indigenous, but the result of constant 
importations and a very limited amount of breeding.” {The Madura 
Country^ pt. ii. p. 94.) The ill success in breeding horses was exag- 
gerated to impossibility, and made to extend to all India. Thus a 
Persian historian, speaking of an elephant that was born in the stables 
of Khosru Parviz, observes that “ never till then had a she-elephant 
borne young in Irdn, any more than a lioness in Rdm, a tabby-cat in 
China (!), or a mare in India,'^ {/, A, S, ser. 3, tom. iii. p. 127.) 

Note 14. — This custom is described in much the same way by the 
Arabo-Persian Zakariah Kazwini, by Ludovico Varthema, and by Alex- 
ander Hamilton. Kazwini ascribes it to Ceylon. “ If a debtor does 
not pay, the King sends to him a person who draws a line round him, 
wheresoever he chanc® to be ; and beyond that circle he dares not to 
move until he shall have paid what he owes, or come to an agreement 
with his creditor. For if he should pass the circle the King fines him 
three times the amoulit of his debt ; one-third of this fine goes to the 
creditor and two-thirds to the King.” P^re Bouchet describes the strict 
regard i>aid to the arrest, but does not notice the symbolic circle. 
(Gi/dem, 197 ; Varthema^ i^7i Ham, I. 318; Lett, Ed if. XIV. 370.) 

“ The custom undoubtedly prevailed in this part of India at a foimer 
time. It is said that it still survives amongst the poorer classes in out- 
of-the-way jiarts of the country, but it is kept up by schoolboys in a 
serio-comic sj^irit as vigorously as ever. Marco does not mention a very 
essential part of the ceremony. The jierson who draws a circle round 
another imprecates upon him the name of a particular divinity, whose 
curse is to fall upon him if he breaks through the circle without satisfying 
the claim.” {MS, Note by the Rev, Dr. Caldwell) 

Note 15. — The statement about the only rains falling in June, July, 
and August, is perplexing. “ It is entirely inapplicable to every part of the 
Coromandel coast, to which alone the name Ma’bar seems to have been 
given, but it is quite true of the western coast generally.” {Rev. Dr. C.) 
One can only suppose that Polo inadvertently applied to Maabar that 
which he knew to be true of the regions both west of it and east of it. 
The Coromandel coast derives its chief supply of rain from the N.P^. 
monsoon beginning in October, whereas both eastern and western India 
have theirs from the S.W. monsoon between June and September. 

Note 16. — Abraham Roger says of the Hindus of the Coromandel 
coast ; “ They judge of lucky hours and moments also by trivial acci- 
dents, to which they pay great heed. Thus ’tis held to bd a jfood pmen 
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to everybody When the bird Garuda (which is a red hawk with a white 
ring round its neck) or the bird Pala flies across the road in front of the 
person from right to left; but as regards othej birds they have just 

the opposite notion If they are in a house anywhere, and have 

moved to go, and then anyone should ’ sneeze, they will go in again, 
regarding it as an ill omen,” &c. {Ahr, Poger, p. 75-6.) 

Note 17. — Quoth Wassdf : ‘‘ It is a strange thing that when these 
horses arrive there, instead of giving them raw barley, they give them 
roasted barley and grain dressed with butter, and boiled cow’s milk to 
drink : — 

“ Who gives sugar to an owl or a crow ? 

Or who feeds a parrot with a carcase ? 

A crow should be fed with carrion, 

And a parrot with candy and sugar. 

Who loads jewels on the back of an ass ? 

Or who would approve of giving dressed almonds to a cow ?” 

—Elliot^ m. 33. 

“Horses,” says Athanasius Nikitin, “are fed on peas; also on 
Kichcri^ boiled with sugar and oil ; early in the morning they get shishe- 
This last word is a mystery. {India in XVth Century^ p. 10.) 

“ Rice is frequently given by natives to their horses to fatten them, 
and a sheep’s head occasionally to strengthen ’ them.” ' {Note by Dr, 
Caldwell,) 

The sheep’s liead is peculiar to the Deccan, but ghee (boiled butter) 
is given by natives to their horses, I believe, all over India. Even in 
the stables of Akbar an imperial horse drew daily 2 lbs. of flour, lb. 
of sugar, and in winter^ lb. oighecl {Ain Akb, 134.) 

It is told of Sir John Malcolm that at an English table where he was 
present, a brother officer from India had ventured to speak of the sheep’s- 
head custom to an unbelieving audience. He appealed to Sir J ohn, 
who only shook his head dei)recatingly. After dinner the unfortunate 
story-teller remonstrated, but Sir John’s answer was only, “ My dear 
fellow, they took you for one Munchausen ; they would only have taken 
me for another !” 

’Note 18 . — The nature of the institution of the Temple dancing-girls 
seems to have been scarcely understood by the Traveller. The like 
existed pJ; ancient Corinth under the name of UpoSovXot, which is nearly 
a translation of the Hindi name of the girls, Deva-ddsi {Strabo, VIII. 6, 
§ ^o). “ Each (Dilsi) is married to an klol when quite young. The 

female children are generally brought up to the trade of the mothers. 
It is customary with a few castes tO present their superfluous daughters 
to the Pagodas.” (Nelson's Madura Country, pt. ii. 79.) A full account 
of this matter appears to have been recently read by Dr. Shortt of 
Madras beforQ the Anthropological Society. But I have only seen a 
, newspaper notice of it. 
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Note 19 .— The first part of this paragraph is rendered by Marsden : 
“ The natives make use of a kind of bedstead or cot of very light cane- 
work, so ingeniously contrived that when they repose on them and are 
inclined to sleep, they can draw close the curtains about them by j[iulHng 
a string!' This is not translation. An approximate illustration pf the' 
real statement is found in Pyrard de la Val, who says (of the Maidive 
Islanders) : “ Their beds are liung up by four cords to a bar supported 

by two pillars The beds of the king, the grandees, and rich folk 

are made thus that they may be swung and rocked with facility.” 
{ChartoUy IV. 277.) 



Pagoda at Tanjorc.'' 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

Discoursing of the Place where lieti; the Body of St. Thomas' 
THE Apostle ; and of the Miracles thereof. 

The Body of JVIesser St. Thomas the Apostle lies in this 
province of Maabar at a certain little town having no great 
population ; ’tis a place whither few tracers go, because there 
is very, little merchandize to be got there, and it is a place 
not very accessible.* Both Christians and Saracens, how- 
ever, greatly frequent it in pilgrimage. For the Saracens 
also do hold the Saint in great reverence, and say that he 
was one of their own Saracens and a great prophet, giving 
him the title of Avarian, which is as much as to say 
“ Holy Man.” * The Christians who go thither in pil- 
grimage take of the earth from the place where the Saint 
was killed, and give a potion thereof to any one who is 
sick of a quartan or a tertian fever ; and by the power of 
God and of St. Thomas the sick man is incontinently 
cured.* The earth, 1 should tell you, is red. A very fine 
miracle occurred there inl^he year of Christ, 1288, as I will 
now relate. 

, A certain Baron of that country, having great store of 
a certain kind of corn that is called rice, had filled up with 
it all the houses that belonged to the church, and stood 
round about it. The Christian people in charge of the 
chvirch were much distressed by his having thus stuffed 
their houses with his rice; the pilgrims too had nowhere 
to lay their heads ; and they often begged the pagan Baron 
to remove his grain, but he would do nothing of the kind. 
So one night the Saint himself appeared with a fork in his 
hand, which he set at the Baron’s throat, saying : “ If thou 
void not my houses, that my pilgrims may have room, thou 
shall die an evil death,” and therewithal the Saint pressed 
him so hard.' with the fork that he thought himself a dead 
man. And. when morning came he caused all the houses 
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to be voided of his rice, and told everybody what had 
befallen him at the Saint’s hands. So the Christians were 
greatly rejoiced alt this grand miracle, and rendered thanks 
to God and to' the' blessed St. Thonias. Other great 
miracles do often come to pass there, such as the healing 
of those wht> aire sick or deformed, or the like, especially 
such as be Christians. 

[The Christians who have charge of the church have 
a great number of the Indian Nut trees, whereby they get 
their living ; and they pay to one of those brother Kings 
six groats for each tree every month.*] 

Now, I will tell you the manner in which the Christian 
brethijen who keep the church relate the story of the 
Saint’s death. 

They tell that the Saint was in the wood outside his her- 
mitage saying his prayers ; and round about him were many 
peacocks, for these are more plentiful in that country than 
anywhere else. And one of the idolaters of that country, 
being of the lineage of those called (Povt that I told you 
of, having gone with his bow and arrows to shoot peafowl, 
not seeing the Saint, let fly '‘In arrow at one of the 
peacocks ; and this arrow struck the holy man in the right 
side, insomuch that he died of the wound, sweetly address- 
ing himself to his Creator. Before he came to that place 
where he thus died he had been in Nubia, where he con- 
verted much people to the faith of Jesus Christ.^ 

The children that are born here are black enough, but 
the blacker they be the more they are thought of ; where- 
fore from the day of their birth their parents do rub them 
every week with oil of sesame, so that they become as black 
as devils. Moreover, they make their gods black and their 
devils white, and the images of their saints they do paint 
black all over.* 

They have such &ith in the ox, and hold it for a thing 


♦ Should be “year” no doubt. 
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so holy, that when they go to the wars they take of the 
hair of the wild-ox, whereof I have elsewhere spoken, and 
wear it tied to the necks of their horses ; ‘or, if serving on 
foot, they hang this hair to their shields, or attach it to 
their own hair. And so this hair bears a high price, since 
without it nobody goes to the wars in any good heart. For 
they believe that any one who has it shall come scatheless 
out of battle.® 


Note 1. — The little town where the body of St. Thomas lay was 
Mau.ai*6r, the name of which is still applied to a suburb of Madras 
about 34- miles South of Fort St. George. 



'J'hc Little Mount of bt. Thomas, near Madras. 


Noth 2. — 'I'hc title olVirwvf///, given to St. Thomas by the Saracens, 
is judiciously explained by Joseph Scaliger to be the Arabic Hawdriy 
(j)l. “An Apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ.” Scaliger 

somewhat liypercritically for the occasion finds fault with Marco for 
saying the word means “ a holy man.” {De Emeudatione Temporum, 
Lib. VII., Geneva, 1629, p. 680,) * 

Note 3. — The use of the earth from the tomb of St. Thomas for 
miraculous cures is mentioned also by John Marignolli who was there 
about 1348-49. Assemani gives a special formula of the Nestorians for 
use in the application of this dust which was administered to the sick in 
place of the unction of the Catholics. It ends with the words : “ Signatur 
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et sanctijicatur hie Hanana (pulvis) cum hoc Taibutha i^gratih) Sancti 
Thomae Apostoli in sanitatem et medelam corporis et animae^ in nomen 
P, et P. et 5 . 5 .” (IJI. Pt. 2, 278). The Abyssinians make a similar 
use of the earth from the tomb of their national Saint Tekla Haimanot. 
(/ P G. 5 , X. 483.) 

Fahian tells that the people of Magadha did the like, for the cure of 
headache, with earth from the place where lay the body of Kasyapa a 
former Buddha. (Beat, p. 133). • 

Note 4. — Vague as is Polo’s indication of the position of the Shrine 
of St. Thomas, it is the first geographical identification of it that I know 
of. About the very time of Polo’s homeward voyage, John of Monte 
Corvino on his way to China spent 13 months in Maabar. He also 
speaks of the church of St. Thomas there, and buried in it the companion 
of his travels, Friar Nicholas of Pistoia. 

But the tradition of Thomas’s preaching in India is very old, so old 
that it probably is in its simple form true. St. Jerome accepts it, speaking 
of the Civine Word as being everywhere present in His fulness : *^cum 
Thom A in India, cum Petro Romae, cum Paulo in Illyrico,” &c. {SetL 
Hicron, Rpistolae, LIX., ad Marcellant). I do not know if the date is 
ascertained of the very remarkable legend of St. Thomas in the apocryphal 
Acts of the Apostles, but it is presumably very old, though subseciuent 
to the translation of the relics (real or supposed) to Edessa, in the year 
394, which is alluded to in the story. And it is worthy of note that this 
legend places the martyrdom and original burial-place of the Saint upon 
a mount (Jregory of Tours (a.d. 544-595) relates that “in that place 
in India where the body of Thomas ky before it was ^ansported to 
Edessa, there is a monastery and a temple of great size and excellent 
structure and ornament. In it Ciod shows a wonderful miracle ; for the 
lamp that stands alight before the place of sepulture keeps burning per- 
petually, night and day, by divine influence, for neither oil nor wick are 
ever renewed by human hands;” and this Gregory learned from one 
Theodorus who had visited the spot. 

The Roman Martyrology calls the city of martyrdom Calamina, but 
there is (I think) a fair presumption that the spot alluded to by Gregory 
was Mailapiir, and that the Shrine visited by King Alfred’s envoy, 
Sighelm, was the same. 

Marco, as we see, speaks of certain houses belonging to the church, 
and of certain Christians w’ho kept it. Odoric, some 30 years later, found 
beside the church “ some 15 houses of Nestorians,” but the church itself 
filled, with idols. Conti, in the following century, speaks of the church 
in which St. Thomas lay buried, as large and beautiful, and says there 
were 1000 Nestorians in the city. Joseph of Cranganore, the Malabar 
Christian who came to Europe in 1501, speaks like our traveller of the 
worship paid to the Saint even by the heathen, and compares the church 
to that of St. John and St. Paul at Venice. Certain Syrian bishops sent 
to India in 1504, whose report is given by Assemani,* heard that the 
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church had begtm to be occupied by some Christian people. But Barbosa, 
a few years later found it half in ruins, and in the charge of a Mahomedan 
Fakir, who kept a lamp burning. 

There are two St. Thomas’s Mounts in the same vicinity, the Great 
and the Little Mount. A church was bu'lt upon the former by the 
Portuguese and some sanctity attributed to it, but I believe there is no 
doubt that the Little Mount was the site of the ancient church. 

The Portuguese Ignored the ancient translation of the Saint’s remains 
to Edessa, and in 1522, under the Viceroyalty of Duarte Menezes, a com- 
mission was sent to MailapUr, or San Tomt$ as they called it, to search 
for the body. The narrative states circumstantially that the Apostle’s 
bones were found, besides those of the king whom he had converted, &c. 
The supposed relics were transferred to Goa, where they are still pre- 
served in the Church of St. Thomas in that city. The question ap- 
pears to have become a party one among Romanists in India, in con- 
nexion witli other differences, and I see that the authorities now ruling 
the Catholics at Madras are strong in disparagement of the special 
sanctity of the localities, and of the whole story connecting St. Thomas 
with Mailapiir. {Gre^. Turon, Lib, Mirac,^ L p. 85 ; Assemani^ III. 
pt. ii. p. 32, 450; Novus Orbls (ed. 1555 ), p. 210; Maffei^ Bk. VIIL ; 
Cathay, pp. 8r, 197, 374-7, &c.) 

The account of the Saint’s death was no doubt that current among 
the native Christians, for it is told in much the same way by Marignolli 
and by Barbosa, and was related also in the same manner by one Diogo 
Fernandes, who gave evidence before the Commission of Duarte Menezes, 
and who claimed to have been the first Portuguese visitor of the site (see 
extract from De Couto in Valentyn, V. p. 382). Camoens again sub- 
stitutes the old legend from the Martyrologia (X. 117). 

Notk 5. — Dr. Caldwell, speaking of the devil-worship of the Shanars 
of Tinnevclly (an important part of Ma’bar), says : “ VVhere they erect 
an image in imitation of their Brahman neighbours, the devil is generally 
of Brahmanical lineage. Such images generally accord with those 
monstrous figures with which all over India orthodox Hindus depict the 
enemies of their gods, or the terrific forms of Siva or Durga. They are 
generally made of earthenware, and painted white to look horrible in Hindu ^ 
eyes” {The Tinrm^elly Shanars, Madras, 1849, P* 

Note 6 . — The use of the Yak’s tail as a military ornament had 
nothing to do with the sanctity of the Brahmani ox, but is one of the 
Pan-Asiatic usages of which there are so many. A striking account 
of the extravagant profusion with which swaggering heroes in South 
India used those ornaments will be found in P, della Valle, II. 662. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

Concerning the Kingdom of Mutfili. 

When you leave Maabar and go about 1000 miles in a 
northerly direction you come to the kingdom of Mutfili. 
This was formerly under the rule of a King, and since his 
death, some forty years past, it has been under his Queen, 
a lady of much discretion, who for the great love she bore 
him never would marry another husband. And I can 
assure you that during all that space of forty years she had 
administered her realm as well as ever her husband did, or 
better ; and as she was a lover of justice, of equity, and of 
peace, she was more beloved by those of her kingdom than 
ever was Lady or Lord of theirs before. The people are 
idolaters, and are tributary to nobody. They live on flesh, 
and rice, and milk.* 

It is in this kingdom that diamonds are got ; and I will 
tell you how. There are certain lofty mountains in those 
parts ; and when the winter rains fall, which are very h^^avy, 
the waters come roaring down the mountains in great 
torrents. When the rains are over, and the waters from the 
mountains have ceased to flow, they search the beds of the 
torrents and And plenty of diamonds. In summer also 
there are plenty to be found in the mountains, but the heat 
of the sun is so great that it is scarcely possible to go 
thither, nor is there then a drop of water to be found. 
Moreover in those mountains great serpents are rife to a 
marvellous degree, besides other vermin, and this owing to 
the great heat. The serpents are also the most venomous 
in existence, insomuch that any one going to that region 
runs fearful peril ; for many have been destroyed by those 
evil reptiles. 

Now, among these mountains there are certain great 
and deep valleys, to the bottom of which there is no access. 
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Wherefore the men who go in search of the diamonds take 
with them pieces of flesh, as lean as they can get, and these 
they cast into the bottom of a valley. , Now there are 
numbers of white eagles that haun,*: those mountains and 
feed upon the serpents. When the eagles see the meat 
thrown down they pounce upon it and carry it up to some 
rocky hill-top wfhere they begin to rend it. But there are 
men on the watch, and as soon as they see that the eagles 
have settled they raise a loud shouting to drive them away. 
And when the eagles are thus frightened away the men 
recover the pieces of meat, and find them full of diamonds 
which have stuck to the meat down in the bottom. For 
the abundance of diamonds down there in the depths of 
the valleys is astonishing, but nobody can get down ; and 
if one could, it would be only to be incontinently devoured 
by the serpents which are so rife there. 

There is also another way of getting the diamonds. 
The people go to the nests of those white eagles, of which 
there are many, and in their droppings they find plenty of 
diamonds which the birds have swallowed in devouring the 
meat that was cast into the valleys. And, when the eagles 
themselves are taken, diamonds are found in their stomachs. 

So now I have told you three different ways in which 
these stones arc found. No other country but this kingdom 
of Mutfili produces them, but there they are found both 
abundantly and of large size. Those that are brought to 
our part of the world are only the refuse, as it were, of the 
finer and larger stones. For the flower of the diamonds 
and other large gems, as well as the largest pearls, are all 
.carried to the Great Kaan and other Kings and Princes of 
those regions ; in truth they possess all the great treasures 
of the world.* 

In this kingdom also are made the best and most delicate 
buckrams, and those of highest price ; in sooth they look 
like tissue of spider’s web ! There is no King nor Queen 
in the world but might be glad to wear them.’ The people 
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have also the largest sheep in the world, and great abundance 
of all the necessaries of life. 

There is now no more to say ; so I will now tell you 
about a province called Lar from which the Abraiaman 
come. 

Note 1 . — ’’Phere is no doubt that the kingdom hefe spoken of is that 
of Telingana (Tiling of the Mahoinedan writers) then ruled by the 
Kdkateya or Ganapati dynasty reigning at Warangol, N.E. of Hyderabad. 
But Marco, according to a practice which he seems to have followed on 
several occasions, gives the kingdom the name of that place in it which 
was visited by himself or his informants. Mutfili is, with the usual 
Arab modification (c,g^ Perlec, Fcrlec — Pattan, Fattan) a port called 
Motupalle, in the Gantdr district of the Madras Presidency, about 
170 miles north of Fort St. George. Tliough it has dropt out of most 
of our -modern Maps it still exists, and a notice of it is to be found in 
W. Hamilton and in Milburne. The former says : ^^Mutapali, a town 
situated near the S. extremity of the northern Circars. A considerable 
coasting trade is carried on from hence in the craft navigated by natives,” 
which can come in closer to shore than at other ports on that coast. 
(Desc. of Hind, ^ II. 94; see Milburne^ II. 85 ; Note by Mr, A, Burnell), 

The proper territory of the kingdom of Warangol lay inland, but the 
last reigning prince before Polo’s visit to India, by name Kakateya 
Pratapa Ganapati Rudra Deva* had made extensive conquests on the 
coast, including Nellore, and thence northward to the frontier of Orssa. 
This prince left no male issue, and his widow, Rudrama Devi, daughter 
of the Raja of Devagiri, assumed the government and continued to hold 
it for 28, or as another record states for 38, years, till the son of her 
daughter had attained majority. This was in 1292, or by the other 
account 1295, when she transferred the royal authority to this grandson 
Pratapa Vira Rudra Deva, the “Luddur Deo” of Firishta, and the last 
Ganapati of any political moment. He was taken prisoner by the Delhi 
forces about 1323. We have evidently in Rudrama Devi the just and 
beloved Queen of our Traveller, who thus enables us to attach colour 
♦and character to what was an empty name in a dynastic list. (Compare 
Wilsods Mackenzie,^ I. exxx ; Taylor's Or, Hist, MSS,^ I. 18 ; Do.’s 
Catalogue Raisonn'e^ HI. 483.) 

I may add that Mutfili appears in the Carta Catalana as Butiflis^ and 
is there by some mistake made the site of St. Thomas’s Shrine. 

The distance from Maabar is in Ramusio 500 miles instead of 1000 ; 
this is a preferable reading. 

Note 2. — Some of the Diamond Mines once so famous under the 
name of Golconda are in the alluvium of the Kistna River, some 
distance above the Delta, and others.- in the vicinity of Kadapah and 
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Kamiil, both localities being in the territory of the kingdom we have 
be^n speaking of. 

- The strange legend related here is very ancient and widely diffused. 
Its earliest known occurrence is in the treatise of Sj. Epiphanius, Bishop 
of Salamis in Cyprus, concerning the 1? Jewels in the Rationale or 
Breastplate of the Hebrew High Priest, a v/ork written before the end of 
the fourth century, wherein the tale is told of ^c/acintl^ It is distinctly 
referred to by Edrisi who assigns its locality to the land of the Kirkhlr 
(probably Khirghiz) in Upper Asia. It appears in K^wini’s Wonders 
of Creation^ and is assigned by him to the Valley of the Moon among 
the Mountains of Serendib. Sindbad the Sailor relates the story, as is 
well kn^wn, and his version is the closest of all to our author’s. It is 
found in the Chinese Narrative of the Campaigns of Hulaku, translated 
by both Rdmusat and Pauthier. It is told in two different versions, once 
of the Diamond, and again of the Jacinth of Serendib, in the work on 
Precious Stones by Ahmed Taifishi. Nicolo Conti relates it of a 
mountain called Albenigaras, 1 5 days’ journey in a northerly direction 
from Vijayanagar j and it is told again, aj)parently after Conti, by Julius 
Caesar Scaliger. It is related of diamonds and Balasses in the old 
Cenoese MS., called that of Usodimare. A feeble form of the tale 
is (juoted contemptuously by Garcias from one Francisco de Ta- 
niarra. And Haxthausen found it as a popular legend in Armenia. 
(S, Epiph, de XII, Genimis, &c., Romae, 1743; Jauhert^ Edrisi^ I. 500; 
J, A, S, II, XIIL 657 ; Lands Ar, Nights, III. 93 ; Rhn, Nouv, MeL 
Asiat, I. 183 ; Rainer i, Fior di Pensicri di Ahmed Teifascite, pp. 13 and 
30; India in XVt/i Cent,, p. 29-30; j\ C, Seal, de Subtilitate, CXIII. 
No. 3; An, des Voyages, VIII. 195; Garcias, p. 71; Transcaucasia, 
p. 360.) 

The story has a considerable resemblance to that which Herodotus 
tells of the way in which cinnamon was got by the Arabs (III. 1 1 1). 
No doubt the two are ramifications of the same legend. 

Note 3. — buckram is clearly applied to fine cotton stuffs. The 
districts about Masulipatara were long famous both for muslins and for 
coloured chintzes. 


CHAPTER XX. 

Concerning the Province of Lar whence the Brahmins come. 

Lar is a Province lying towards the west when you quit 
the place where the Body of St. Thomas lies ; and all the 
AbraiamaH\n the world come from that province.* 
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You must know that these Abraiaman are the best 
merchants in the world, and the most truthful, for they 
would not tell a He for anything on earth. [If a foreign 
merchant who does not know • the ways of the country 
applies to them and entrusts his goods to them, they will 
take charge of these, and sell them in the most loyal 
manner, seeking zealously the profit of the foreigner and 
asking no commission except what he pleases to bestow.] 
They eat no flesh, and drink no wine, and live a life of great 
chastity, having intercourse with no women except with 
their wives ; nor would they on any account take what 
belongs to another ; so their law commands. And they are 
all distinguished by wearing a thread of cotton over one 
shoulder and tied under the other arm, so that it crosses 
the breast and the back. 

They have a rich and powerful King who is eager to 
purchase precious stones and large pearls ; and he sends 
these Abraiaman merchants into the kingdom of Maabar 
called Soli, which is the best and noblest Province of 
India, and where the best pearls are found, to fetch him as 
many of these as they can get, and he pays them double 
the cost price for all. So in this way he has a vast treasure 
of such valuables.* 

These Abraiaman are Idolaters ; and they pay greater 
heed to signs and omens than any people that exists. I will 
mention as an example one of their customs. To every 
day of the week they assign an augury of this sort. Sup- 
pose that there is some purchase in hand, he who proposes 
to buy, when he gets up in the morning takes note of his 
own shadow in the sun, which he says ought to be on that 
day of such and such a length ; and if his shadow be of the 
proper length for the day he completes his purchase ; if not, 
he will on no account do so, but waits till his shadow cor- 
responds with that prescribed. For there is a length esta- 
blished for the shadow for every individual day of the 
week ; and the merchant will complete no business unless 
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he finds his shadow of the length set down for that parti- 
cular day. [Also to each day in the week they assign one 
unlucky hour, which they term ChoiacTi. For example, 
on Monday the hour of Half-tierce, on Tuesday that of 
Tierce, on Wednesday Nones, and so on.*] 

Again, if one of them is in the house, and is meditating 
a purchase, should he see a tarantula (such as are very 
common in that country) on the wall, provided it advances 
from a quarter that he deems lucky, he will complete his 
purchase at once ; but if it comes from a quarter that he 
considers unlucky he will not do so on any inducement. 
Moreover, if in going out, he hears any one sneeze, if it 
seems to him a good omen he will go on, but if the reverse 
he will sit down on the spot where he is, as long as he thinks 
that he ought to tarry before going on again. Or, if in 
travelling along the road he sees a swallow fly by, should 
its direction be lucky he will proceed, but if not he will 
turn back again ; in fact they are worse (in these whims) 
than so many Patarins I"* 

These Abraiaman are very long lived, owing to their 
extreme abstinence in eating. And they never allow them- 
selves to be let blood in any part of the body. They have 
capital teeth, which is owing to a certain herb they chew, 
which greatly improves their appearance, and is also very 
good for the health. 

There is another class of people called Chughi, who are 
indeed properly Abraiaman, but they form a religious order 
devoted to the Idols. They are extremely long-lived, every 
man of them living to 150 or 200 years. They eat very 
little, but what they do eat is good ; rice and milk chiefly. 
And these people make use of a very strange beverage ; for 
they make a potion of sulphur and quicksilver mixt to- 
gether and this they drink twice every month. This, they 
.say, gives them long life ; and it is a potion they are used 
to take front their childhood.* 

, There are certain members of this Order who lead the 
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most ascetic life in the world, going stark naked ; and these 
worship the Ox. Most of them have a small ox of brass 
or pewter or gold which they w’ear tied over the forehead. 
Moreover they take cow-dung and burn it, and make a 
powder thereof; and make an ointment of it, and daub 
themselves withal, doing this with as great devotion as 
Christians do show in using Holy W ater. [Also if they 
meet any one who treats them well, they daub a little of 
this powder on the middle of his forehead.*] 

They eat not from bowls or trenchers, but put their 
victuals on leaves of the Apple of Paradise and other big 
leaves ; these however they use dry, never green. For they 
say the green leaves have a soul in them, and so it would be 
a sin. And they would rather die than do what they deem 
their Law pronounces to be sin. If any one asks how it 
comes that they are not ashamed to go stark naked as they 
do, they say, “We go naked because naked we came into 
the world, and we desire to have nothing about us that is of 
this world. Moreover we have no sin of the flesh to be 
conscious of, and therefore we are not ashamed of our 
nakedness, any more than you are to show your hand or 
your face. You who are conscious of the sins of the flesh 
do well to have shame, and to cover your nakedness.” 

They would not kill an animal on any account, not 
even a fly, or a flea, or a louse,’ or anything in fact that has 
life ; for they say these have all souls, and it would be sin to 
do so. They eat no vegetable in a green state, only such 
as are dry. And they sleep on the ground stark naked, 
without a scrap of clothing on them or under them, so that 
it is a marvel they don’t all die, in place of living so long as 
I have told you. They fest every day in the year, and 
drink nought but water. And when a novice has to be 
received among them they keep him awhile in their convent, 
and make him follow their rule of life. And then, when 
they desire to put him to the test, they send for some of 
those girls who are devoted to the Idols, and make them try 
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the continence of the novice with their blandishments. If 
he remains indifferent they retain him, but if he shows any 
emotion they expel him from their society. For they say 
they will have no man of loose desires among them. 

They are such cruel and perfidious Idolaters that it is 
very devilry ! •. They say that they burn the bodies of the 
dead, because if they were not burnt worms would be bred 
which would eat the body ; and when no more food remained 
for them these worms would die, and the soul belonging to 
that body would bear the sin and the punishment of their 
death. And that is why they burn their dead ! 

Now I have told you about a great part of the people of 
the great Province of Maabar and their customs; but I have 
still other things to tell of this same province of Maabar, 
so I will speak of a city thereof which is called Cail. 


Note 1. — Tlie form of the word Abraiaman^ -main or -miny by 
which Marco here and previously denotes the Brahmans, is ascribed by 
Pauthier to a phonetic practice in Tamiil. There appears to be no 
foundation for this, I suspect it repre.^ents an incorrect Arabic plural, 
such as Abrdhamin; the correct form is Bardhimah, 

What is said here of the Brahmans coming from “ Lar^ a province 
west of St. Thomas's,” of their having a special King, '&c., is all very 
obscure, and that I suspect through erroneous notions. 

Lar-Desa, “The Country of Lar,” was an early name for the terri- 
tory of Guzerat and the northern Konkan, embracing Saimur (the 
modern Chaul as t believe), Tana, and Baroch. It appears in Ptolemy 
in the form Larike. The sea to the west of that coast was in the early 
Mahomedan times called the Sea of Lar, and the language spoken on 
its shores* is called by Mas'udi Ldri, Abulfeda's authority, I bn Said, 
speaks of l-ar and Guzerat as identical. That position would certainly 
be very ill described as lying west of Madras. The kingdom most nearly 
answering to that description in Polo's age would be that of the Bellil 
Rajas of Dwara Samudra, which corresponded in a general way to modern 
Mysore. (Jlfas*Uiii, I. 330, 381 ; II. 85 ; Gildem, 185 \ Ellioty I. 66.) 

That Polo's ideas on this subject were incorrect seems clear from his 
conception of the Brahmans as a class of merchants. Occasionally they 
may have acted as such, and especially as agents ; but the only case I can 
find of Brahmans as a class adopting trade is that of the Konkani Brah- 
mans, and they are said to have taken this step when expelled from Goa, 
which was their chief seat, by the Portuguese. Marsden supposes that 
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there has been confusion between Brahmans and Banyans ; and, as Gu- 
zerat was the country from which the latter chiefly came, there is some 
probability in this. 

The high virtues ascribed to the Brahmans and Indian merchants 
were perhaps in part matter of tradition, come down from the stories of 
Palladius and the like ; but similar testimony is so constant among 
medieval travellers that it must have had some solid foundation. We 
may also refer to the high character given to the Hindus by Abul Fazl 
{Gladwin's Ayeen Akbery^Wl, 8). After 150 years of European trade 
we find a sad deterioration. Padre Vincenzo (1672) speaks of fraud as 
greatly prevalent among the Hindu traders. It was then commonly 
said at Surat that it took 3 Jews to make a Chinaman, and 3 Ckinamen 
to make a Banyan (p. 114). But what shall be said on the other side? 
Does the character of English trade and English goods stand as high in 
Asia as it did half a century ago ? 

Note 2. — The kingdom of Maabar called Soli is Chola or Sola- 
DESAM, of which Kanchi (Conjeveram) was the ancient capital. In the 
Ceylon Annals the continental invaders are frequently termed Solli. 
The high terms of praise applied to it as “ the best and noblest province 
of India,” seem to point to the well-watered fertility of Tanjore ; but 
what is said of the pearls would extend the territory included to the 
shores of the Gulf of Manaar. 

Note 3. — ^Abraham Roger gives from the Calendar of the Coro- 
mandel Brahmans the character, lucky or unlucky, of every hour of every 
day of the week ; and there is also a chapter on the subject in Sonnerat 
(I. 304, seqq,). For a happy explanation of the term Choiach I am 
indebted to Dr. Caldwell : “ This apparently difficult word can be iden^ 
tified much moi^ easily than most others. Hindu astrologers teach that 
there is an unlucky hour every day in the month, />., during the period 
of the moon’s abode in every nakshaira, or lunar mansion, throughout 
the lunation. 'Phis inauspicious period is called Tydjya, ‘ rejected.’ Its 
mean length is one hour and thirty-six minutes, European time. The 
precise moment when this period commences differs in each nakshatra, 
or (which comes to the same thing) in every day in the lunar month. 
It sometimes occurs in the daytime and sometimes at night ; — see CoL 
Warren's Kala Sankatila, Madras, 1825, p. 388. The Tamil pronuncia- 
tion of the word is Hydcham, and when the nominative case-termination 
of the word is rejected, as all the Tamil case- terminations were by the 
Mahomedans, who were probably Marco Polo’s informants, it becomes 
tiydchy to which form of the word Marco’s Choiach is as near as could be 
expected” {MS. Note)* 

The phrases used in the passage from Ramusio to express the time 
of day are taken from the canonical hours of prayer. The following pas- 
sage from Robert de Borron’s Romance of Merlin illustrates these terms : 


I may add that quite possibly the real reading may have been thotach. 
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Gauvain ‘‘quand il se levoit le matin, avoit la force al millor chevalier 
del monde ; et quant vint h. heure de prime si li doubloit, et k heure de 
tierce aussi ; et quant il vint k eure de midi si revenoit k sa premikre 
force ou il avoit est^ le matin ; et quant vint k eure de nonne et k toutes 
les cures de la nuit estoit-il toudis en sa premifere force.” (Quoted in 
introd. to Messire Gauvain, &c., edited by C, Hippeau, Paris, 1862, 
p. xii-xiii.) The term Half-Tierce is frequent in medieval Italian, e,g., 
in Dante : — ♦ 

** Lh'ati SH, disse V Maestro, in piede. 

La via i luttga, e V cammino r> malvagio, 

E gia il Sole a mezzo, terza riede^ (Inf. xxxiv.). 

Definitions of these terms as given by Sir H. Nicolas and Mr. Thomas 
Wright {Chron, of Hist, p. 195, and Marco Polo, p. 392) do not agree 
with those of Italian authorities ; perhaps in the North they were applied 
with variation. Dante dwells on the matter in* two passages of his 
Convito (Tratt. III. cap. 6, and Tratt. IV. cap. 23) ; and the following 
diagram elucidates the terms in accordance with his words, and with 
other Italian authority, oral and literary : — 
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Note 4. — Valentyn mentions among what the Coromandel Hindus 
reckon unlucky rencounters which will induce a man to turn back on 
the road : an empty can, buffaloes, donkeys, a dog or he-goat without ioo^ 
in his mouth, a monkey, a loose hart, a goldsmith, a carpenter, a barber, 
a tailor, a cotton-cleaner, a smith, a widow, a corpse, a person coming 
from a funeral without having washed or changed, men carrying butter, 
oil, sweet milk, molasses, acids, iron, or weapons of war. Lucky objects 
to meet are an elephant, a camel, a laden cart, an unladen horse, a cow 
or bullock laden with water (if unladen 'tis an ill omen), a dog or he-goat 
.with food in the mouth, a cat on the right hand, one carrying meat, 
curds or sugar, &c., &c. (p. 91). See also Sonnerat, I. 73. 

Note 5. — Chughi of course stands for Jogi, used loosely for any 
ifindu ascetic. Arghun Khan of Persia (see Prologue, ch. xvii.), who was 
much given to alchemy and secret science, had asked of the Indian 
Bakhshis how they prolonged their lives to such an extent. They assured 
him that a mixture of sulphur and mercury was the Elixir of Longevity. 
Arghun accorcUngly took this precious potion for eight months ; — and 
died shortly after ! (See Hammer, Ilkhans, I. 391-3, and Q, R, p. 194.) 
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Bernier mentions wandering Jogis who had the art of preparing mercury 
so admirably that one or two grains taken e\ery morning restored the 
body to perfect health (II. 130). The Mercurius Vit<ie of Paracelsus, 
which according to hfm renewed youth, was composed chiefly of mercury 
and antimony (Opera, II. 20). Sulphur and mercury, combined under 
different conditions and proportions, were regarded by the Alchemists both 
of East and West as the origin of all the metals. Quicksilver was called 
the mother of the metals, and sulphur the father. (See Vincent Bellov, 
Spec. Natur. VII. c. 60, 62, and BI. Ain-i-Akbari, p. 40.) 

“ The worship of the ox is still common enough, but I can find no 
trace of the use of the effigy worn on the forehead. The two Tamil 
Pundits whom I consulted, said that there was no trace of th§ custom 
in Tamil literature, but they added that the usage was so truly Hindu in 
character, and was so particularly described, that they had no doubt it 
prevailed in the time of the person who described it.” (MS. Note by the 
Rev. Dr. Caldwell.) 

I may add that the Jogis alluded to probably belonged to the Jan- 
gamas, a I-,inga-worshipping sect of Southern India, who also pay special 
worship to the Nandi or sacred bull. It is stated in one of the Mac- 
kenzie documents that they wear a copper or silver linga either round the 
neck or on the forehead; whilst they are particularly addicted to smearing 
themselves with ashes. The name of Jangama is stated to be derived from 
Jangam, movable,” owing to their wearing and worshipping the portable 
symbdl instead of the fixed one like the proper Saivas. (See Lassen, IV. 
623-4; Wilson, Mack. Coll. II. 3; Athenceum, June 25, 1870, p. 841.) 

Note 6 . — In G. T. proques, which the Glossary to that edition 
absurdly renders pore ; it is some form apparently of pidocchio. 

Note 7 . — It would seem that there is no eccentricity of man in any 
part of the world for which a close parallel shall not be found in some 
other part. Such strange probation as is here spoken of appears to have 
had too close a parallel in the old Celtic Church, and perhaps even, at 
an earlier date, in the Churches of Africa. See Todd's Life of St. Patrick, 
p. 91, note and references, and Saturday Review of 13th July, 1867, 
p. 65. The latter describes a system absolutely like that in the text, 
but does not quote authorities. 


CHAPTER XXL 

Concerning the City of Cail. 

Cail is a great and noble city, and belongs to Ashah, the 
eldest of the five brother Kings. It is at this city that all 
the ships touch that come from the west, as froni Hormos and 
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frQm.Ki6.a2ad from Aden, and afl Arabia, laden with horses 
and with .Other things for sale. And this brings a great 
ebneonrse of people from the country round about, and so 
there is 'great business done in this city of CaiL* 

The. King possesses vast treasures, and wears upon his 
person great store of rich jewels. He maintains great state 
and administers his kingdom with great equity, and extends 
great favour to merchants and foreigners, so that they are 
very glad to visit his city.* 

This King has some 300 wives ; for in those parts the 
man who has most wives is most thought of. 

As I told you before, there are in this ‘great province of 
Maabar five crowned Kings, who are all own brothers born 
of one father and of one mother, and this King is 'one of 
them. Their mother is still living. And when they dis- 
agree and go forth to war against one another, their mother 
throws herself between them to prevent their fighting. And 
should they persist in desiring to fight, she will take a knife 
and threaten that if they will do so she will cut off the 
paps that suckled them and rip open the womb that bare 
them, and so perish before their eyes. In this way hath 
she full many a time brought them to desist. But when 
she dies it will most assuredly happen that they will fall 
K)ut and destroy one another. 

[All the people of this city, as well as of the rest of 
India, have a custom of perpetually keeping in the mouth 
a certain leaf called Tembul, to gratify a certain habit and 
desire they have, continually chewing it and spitting out 
the saliva that it excites. The lords and gentlefolks and 
the King have these leaves prepared with camphor and other 
aromatic spices, and also mixt with quicklime. And this 
practice was said to be very good for the health.* If any 
one desires to offer a gross insult to another, when he meets 
him he spits this leaf or its juice in his face. The other 
immediately runs before the King, relates the insult that 
has been offered him, and demands leave to fight the 
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offender. The King siipglies the larms, which are sword 
and target, and all the pe<;^le flock^ to seis; and there the 
two fight till ono of them is killed. They mnst not use 
the point of the sword, for this the King fbrWds.^] 


Note 1. — Kail, now forgotten, was long a famous port on the coast 
of what is now the Tinnevelly District of the Madras Presidency. It is- 
mentioned as a port of Ma’bar by our author's contemporary Rashid- 
uddin, though the name has been perverted by careless transcription 
into Bdwal and Kdhal (see Elliot^ I. pp. 69, 72). It is also mis- 
transcribed as Kdbil in Quatrem^re’s publication of Abdurrazzdk, who 
mentions it as “ a place situated opposite the island of Serendib, other- 
wise called Ceylon," and as being the extremity of what he was led to 
regard as Malabar (p. 19). It is mentioned as Ca/ii/a, the site of tlie 
pearl-fishery, by Nicolo Conti (p. 7). The Roteiro of Vasco da Gama, in 
the report of what was learned on his first voyage, notes it as Caell^ a 
state having a Mussulman King and a Christian (for which read Kafir) 
people. Here w'ere many pearls. Giovanni d’ Empoli notices it (Gael) 
also for the pearl-fishery, as do Varthema and Barbosa. From the latter 
we learn that it was still a considerable sea-port, having rich Mahomedan 
merchants, and was visited by many ships from Malabar, Coromandel, 
and Bengal. In the time of the last writers it belonged to the King of 
Kaulam, who generally resided Pt Kail. 

The real site of this once celebrated port has, I believe, till now 
never been identified in any published work. I had, like others before 
me, supposed the still existing Kayal Pattanam to have been in all 
probability the place, and I am again indebted to the kindness of the 
Rev. Dr. Caldwell for conclusive and most interesting information on 
this subject. He writes : 

“ The identification of Cail with Kayalpattanam is found on careful 
examination to be inadmissible ; for there are no relics of ancient great- 
ness in Kayalpattanam, and no traditions of foreign trade, and it is 
admitted by its inhabitants to be a place of recent origin, which came 
into existence after the abandonment of the true Kdyal. They state 
also that the name of Kdyalpattanam has only recently been given to it, 
as a reminiscence of the old^ city, and that its original name was 
Sonagarpattanam. * 

“There is another small port in the same neighbourhood, a little 
to the north of Kayalpattanam, called Pinna Cael in the maps, properly 

* “ Sonagar or J6nagar is a Tamil corruption of Yavanar, the Yavanas, the name 
by which the Arabs were known, and is the name most commonly used in the Tamil 
country to designate the mixed race descended from Arab colonists, who are called 
MApillas on the Malabar coast, and Litbbies in the neighbourhood of Madras 
(Dr. C.’s note). • 
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Punnei-Kdyal, from Punnei^ the Indian Laurel ; but this is also a place 
of recent origin, and many of the inhabitants of this place, as of Kiyal- 
pattanam, state that their ancestors came originally from Kiyal, sub- 
sequently to the removal of the Portuguese from tlfat place to Tuticorin. 

‘‘ The Cail of Marco Polo, commonly called in the neighbourhood 
Old Kdyal, and erroneously named Koil in the Ordnance Map of India, 
is situated on the T^mraparni River, about a mile and a half from its 
mouth. The Tai^il word Kdyal means ‘‘ a backwater, a lagoon,” and 
the map shows the existence of a large number of these Kdyals or back- 
waters near the mouth of the river. Many of these Kayals have now 
dried up more or less completely, and in several of them salt-pans have 
been established. The name of Kayal was naturally given to a town 
erected on the margin of a kdyai; and this circumstance occasioned 
also the ado])tion of the name of Punnei Kayal, and served to give 
currency to the name of Kayal pattanam assumed*by Sonagarpattanam, 
both those places being in the vicinity of kayals. 

“ Kayal stood originally on or near the sea-beach, but it is now 
about a mile and a half inland, the sand carried down by the river 
having silted up the ancient harbour, and formed a waste sandy tract 
between the sea and the town. It has now shrunk into a petty village, 
inhabited partly by Mahomrnedans and partly by Roman-Catholic fisher- 
men of the Parava caste, with a still smaller hamlet adjoining inhabited 
by Brahmans and Vellalars ; but unlikely as the place may now seem to 
have been identical with “ the great and noble city ” described by Marco 
Polo, its identity is established by the relics of its ancient greatness which 
it still retains. Ruins of old fortifications, temples, storehouses, wells, 
and tanks, are found everywhere along the coast for two or three miles 
north of the village of Kayal, and a mile and a half inland ; the whole 
jdain is covered with broken tiles and remnants of pottery, chiefly of 
China manufacture, and several mounds are apparent, in which, besides 
the shells of the j)carl-oyster and broken pottery, mineral drugs (cinnabar, 
brimstone, &c.) such as are sokl in the bazaars of sea-port towns, and 
a few ancient coins have been found. I send you herewith an interest- 
ing coin discovered in one of those mounds by Mr. R. Puckle, collector 
of 'Finnevelly.* 

“ 'Fhe people of the place have forgotten the existence of any trade 
between Kayal and China, though the China pottery that lies all about 
testifies to its existence at some former period ; but they retain a distinct 
tradition of its trade with the Arabian and Persian coasts, as vouched 
for by Marco Polo, that trade having in some degree survived to com- 
paratively recent times.t 

^ 1 am sorry to say that the coin never reached its destination. 

t Dr. Caldwell here goes at some length into the identity of Kayal with the 
FeUtan of Ibn Batnta, which he strongly maintains. 1 have put before him some 
difliculties in reference to that view ; but in any case a full discussion of the subject 
scarcely appertaihs to Marco Polo, so I omit it. 
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“ Captain Phipps, the Master Attendant at Tuticorin, says : ‘ The 
roadstead of Old Gael (Kdyal) is still used by native craft when upon 
the coast and meeting with south winds, from which it is sheltered. The 
depth of water is 16 fo 14 feet ; I fancy years ago it was deeper. .... 
There is a surf on the bar at the entrance (of the river), but boats go 
through it at all times.* 

" The importance of Kayal in the times of which we are treating, and 
the probability of identity with the place which Ibn Batuta calls Fattan^ 
or ‘ The City,* are further illustrated by a tradition preserved by the 
Mahommedans in Ceylon. Casie Chitty, a learned Singhalese Judge, in 
a letter quoted in Sir Emerson Tennent’s Ceylon (T. p. 631), speaking 
of the ‘ Moors,’ or half-Arab half-native Mahommedans of Ceylon, says : 

‘ Their first settlement in India was formed at Kailpatam (properly, as 
we have seen, Kdyaf) to the east of Cape Comorin, and that place is 
still regarded as the ** fatherland of the Moors.” This settlement is said 

to have taken place in the early part of the 8th century.* 

■v« 

“ I am tempted to carry this long account of Kayal a little further, 
so as to bring to light the Kolkhoi [KoAp^ot ifnroptov] of the Greek mer- 
chants, the situation of the older city being nearly identical with that 
of the more modern one. Kolkhoiy described by Ptolemy and the author 
of the Periplus as an emporium of the pearl-trade, as situated on the 
sea-coast to the east of Cape Comorin, and as giving its name to the 
Kolkhic Gulf or Gulf of Manaar, has been identified by Lassen with 
Keelkarei ; but this identification is merely conjectural, founded on 
nothing better than a slight. apparent resemblance in the names. Lassen 
could not have failed to identify Kolkhoi with Kokkai, the mot’aer- 
city of Kayal, if he had been acquainted with its existence and claims. 
Korkai, properly Kolkai (the / being changed into r by a modern 
refinement — it is still called Kolka in Malayalam) holds an important 
place in Tamil traditions, being regarded as the birthplace of the Pan- 
dyan dynasty, the place where the princes of that race ruled previously 
to their removal to Madura. One of the titles of the Pandyan Kings 
is ‘Ruler of Korkai.* Korkai is situated two or three miles inland from 
Kayal, higher up the river. It is not marked in the Ordnance Map of 
India, but a village in the immediate neighbourhood of it, called Mdra- 
mangalam^ ‘ the Good-fortune of the Pandyas,* will be found in the map. 
This place, together with several others in the neighbourhood, on both 
sides of the river, is proved by inscriptions and relics to have been 
formerly included in Korkai, and the whole intervening space between 
Korkai and Kayal exhibits traces of ancient dwellings. The people of 
Kayal maintain that their city was originally so large as to include 
Korkai, but there is much more probability in the tradition of the 
people of Korkai, which is to the effect that Korkai itself was originally a 
sea-port ; that as the sea retired it became less and less suitable for trade, 
that Kayal rose as Korkai fell, and that at length as the sea continued to 
retire Kayal also was abandoned. They add that the trade for which 
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the place was famous in ancient times was the trade in pearls.” In an 
article in the Madras Journal (Sfll, 379) it is stated that at the great 
Siva Pagoda at Tinnevelly the earth used ceremonially at the annual 
festival is brought from Korkai. 

Note 2. — Dr. Caldwell again brings his invaluable aid : — 

“ Marco Polo represents Kayal as being governed by a king whom 
he calls Asciar (a name which you suppose to be intended to be pro- 
nounced As/iar),^ and says that this king of Kayal was the elder 
brother of Sonderbandi, the king of that part of the district of Maabar 
where he landed. There is a distinct traditibn, not only amongst the 
people now inhabiting Kayal, but in the District of Tinnevelly generally, 
that Kayal, during the period of its greatness, was ruled by a king. 
This king is sometimes spoken of as one of ‘ the Five Kings ’ who 
reigned in various parts of Tinnevelly, but whether he was independent 
of the King of Madura, or only a viceroy, the people cannot now say. 
We may conjecture that he was nominally subject to Madura, but that 
he made himself at times virtually independent. The tradition of the 
people of Kayal is that Sfira-padma-Raja was the name of the king by 
whom the fortifications of the place were erected, and that St^r Raja 
was the name of the last king of the place. They state that this last 
king was a Mahommedan, a statement which agrees with that of 
Rashiduddin, but though Sur-Raja does not sound like the name of a 
Mahommedan prince, they all agree in asserting that this was his name, 
'riie i)riest of tlie small temple of Mtn^kshi in Kayal asserts that there 
is a copper jdate preserved in the temple recording a grant made to it 
by this SClr-Raja. He refused to show the plate, but as he also asserted 
that Sfir-Raja was a Mahommedan, and as grants of land from Mahom- 
medan princes to Hindu temples, though not unknown, are very rare, 
there may be some truth in a story which is not in accordance with 
ordinary events. Can this SOr be the person whom Marco calls Asciar ? 
Probably not, as Asciar seems to have been a Hindu by religion. I 
have discovered what appears to be a more probable identification in 
the name of a prince mentioned in an inscription on the walls of a 
temple at Sri-vai-Kuntham, a town on the Tamraparni R., about 20 
miles from Kayal. In the inscription in question a donation to the 
temple is recorded as having been given in the time of Asajia-deva 
called also Surya-dei'aJ This name ‘Asadia' is neither Sanscrit nor 
'Pamil ; and as the hard d is often changed into r, Marco's As/iar may 
have been an attempt to render this Asad, If this Asadia or Surya-deva 
were really Sundara-pandi-deva's brother, he must have ruled over a nar- 
row range of country, probably over Kayal alone, whilst his more eminent 
brother was alive ; for there is an inscription on the walls of a temple at 
Sindamangalam, a place only a few miles from Kayal, which records a 
donation made to the place ‘ in the reign of Sundara-pandi-deva.' ” * 


* See abeve, p. 270, as to Dr. Caldwell's view of Polo’s Sonderbandi. 
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Note 3 . — Tembiil is the Persian name for the betel-leaf or pdn, 
Marsden supposes the mention of camphor among the ingredients with 
which the pin is prepared to be a mistake, and suggests as a possible 
origin of the error that Kdpiir in the Malay language means not only 
camphor but quicklime. This is curious, but in addition to the fact 
that the lime is mentioned in the text, there seems ample evidence that 
his doubt about camphor is unfounded. 

Garcias da Horta says distinctly : “ In chewing b§tre .... they mix 
areca with it and a little lime. . . . Some add Lido (/>., catechu), but 
the rich and grandees add some Borneo camphor^ and some also lign-aloes, 
musk, and ambergris” (31 v. and 32). Abdurrazzak also says : “The 
manner of eating it is as follows. They bruise a portion of faufd (areca), 
otherwise called sipari^ and put it in the mouth. Moistening a leaf of 
the betel, together with a grain of lime, they rub the one upon the other, 
roll them together, and then place them in the mouth. They thus take 
as many as four leaves of betel at a time and chew them. Sometimes 
they add camphor to (p. 32). And Abiil Fazl : “ They also put some 
betel-nut andZ’nr/// (catechu) on one leaf, and some lime-paste on another, 
and roll them up ; this is called a berah. Some put camphor and musk 
into it^ and tie both leaves with a silk thread,” &c. (See Blochmantis 
Transl p. 73.) Finally, one of the Chinese notices of Kamboja, trans- 
lated by Abel Remusat, says : “ When a guest comes it is usual to present 
him with areca^ camphor^ and other aromatics^ {Nouv, McL 1. 84.)^ 

Note 4. — Barbosa, speaking of the Kingdom of Battecala in Canara, 
says : “ In this kingdom it is a* common custom for two men to defy 
each other to mortal combat on account of any trifle about which <^hey 
may have fallen out. The King immediately appoints the time, the 
place, and the weapons, and likewise gives each a second who stands 
by his principal. They engage without armour, only from the waist 
upwards they wear a tight jacket, and have a quantity of cotton cloth 
wrapt tight round the chest and shoulders, llieir arms are sword and 
target, of dimensions prescribed by the King ; and so they commence 
their sword-play, showing great dexterity therein, but making no use of 
the point, for that is prohibited. The combat lasts till one or both be 
left for dead in the presence of the King and all the people, and no one 
dares say a word except the seconds, who are constantly cheering them 
on.” (Ram, I. f. 300.) 

This is the only passage of Ramusio’s version, so far as I know, that 
suggests the possibility of interpolation from a recent author, as dis- 
tinguished from mere editorial modification. 



312 


MARCO POLO. 


Book III. 


CHAPTER XXII. . 

Of thf. Kingdom of Coilum. 

Whkn you qtjit Maabar and go 500 miles towards the 
south-west you come to the kingdom of Coilum. The 
people are idolaters, but there are also some Christians and 
some Jews. The natives have a language of their own, 
and a King of their own, and are tributary to no one.* 

A great deal of Brazil is got here which is called Brazil 
Coilumin from the country which produces it ; ’tis of very 
fine quality.* Good ginger also grows here, and it is known 
by the same name of Coilumin after the country.’ Pepper 
too grows in great abundance throughout this country, and 
I will tell you how. You must know that the pepper-trees 
are (not wild but) cultivated, being regularly planted and 
watered ; and the pepper is gathered in the months of May, 
June, and July. They have also abundance of very fine 
indigo. This is made of a certain herb which is gathered, 
and [after the roots have been removed] is put into great 
vessels upon which they pour water and then leave it till the 
whole of the plant is decomposed. They then put this 
liquid in the sun, which is tremendously hot there, so that 
it boils and coagulates, and becomes such as we see it. 
[They then divide it into pieces of four ounces each, and in 
that form it is exported to our parts.] * And I assure you 
that the heat of the sun is so great there that it is scarcely 
to be endured ; in fact if you put an egg into one of the 
rivers it will be boiled, before you have had time to go any 
distance, by the mere heat of the sun! 

The merchants fromManzi, and from Arabia, and from 
the Levant come thither with their ships and their mer- 
chandize and make great profits both by what they import 
and by what they export. 

There are in this country many and divers beasts quite 
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different from those of other parts of the world. Thus 
there are lions black all over, with no mixture of any other 
colour ; and there are parrots of many sorts, for some are 
white as snow with red ‘beak and feet, and some are red, 
and some are blue, forming the most charming sight in the 
world; there are green ones too. There ^ are also some 
parrots of exceeding small size, beautiful creatures.^ They 
have also very beautiful peacocks, larger than ours, and 
different ; and they have cocks and hens quite different from 
ours ; and what more shall I say ? In short, everything they 
have is different from ours, and finer and better. Neither is 
their fruit like ours, nor their beasts, nor their birds ; and 
this difference all comes of the excessive heat. 

Corn they have none but rice. So also their wine they 
make from [palm-] sugar ; capital drink it is, and very 
speedily it makes a man drunk. All other necessaries of 
man’s life they have in great plenty and chea}>ness. They 
have very good astrologers and physicians. Man and 
woman, they are all black, and go naked, all save a fine 
cloth worn about the middle. They look not on any sin of 
the flesh as a sin. They marry their cousins german, and 
a man takes his brother’s wife after the brother’s death ; 
and all the people of India have this custom.^ 

There is no more to tell you there ; so we will proceed, 
and I will tell you of another country called Comari. 


Note 1. — Futile doubts have been raised by Baldello Boni and Hugh 
Murray as to the position of Coilum, because of Marco’s mentioning it 
before Comari, or Cape Comorin ; and they have insisted on finding 
a Coilum to the east of that promontory. There is however in reality 
no room for any question on this subject. For ages Coilum, Kaulam, 
or, as we now write it, Quilon, and properly Kollam (the name means 
* a Tank,*) was one of the greatest ports of trade with Western Asia. 
The earliest mention of it that I can indicate is in a letter written by the 
Nestorian Patriarch, Jesujabus of Adiabene, who died a.d. 660, to Simon 
Metropolitan of Fars, blaming his neglect of duty, through which he says, 
not only is India, “ which extends from the coast of the Kingdom of 
Fars to Colon, a distance of 1200 parasangs, deprived, of a regular 
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ministry, but Fars itself is lying in darkness/ {Assam, llh pt ii. 4 W-) 
The same place appears in the earlier part of the Ara^) RelfxHoris ( a . p . 
851) as Kaulam’ Malk, the port of India made by^ vessels from Maskat, 
and already frequented by great Chinese Junks. 

Abulfeda defines the position of Kaulam as at the extreme end 
oi Balldd-ul-FcUfaly />., the Pepper Country or Malabar, as you go east- 
ward, standing on an inlet of the sea, in a sandy plain, adorned with 
many gardens. The Brazil-tree grew there, and the Mahommedans l^d 
a fine mosque and square. Ibn Batuta also notices the fine mosque and 
says the city was one of the finest in Malabar, with splendid markets 
and rich merchants, and was the chief resort of the Chinese traders in 
India. •Odoric describes it 2^.“at the extremity of the Pepper Forest 
towards the south,” and astonisiiing in the abundance of its merchandize. 
Friar Jordanus of S^v^rac was there as a missionary some time previous 
to 1328, in which year he was at home and was nominated Bishop of the 
See of Kaulam, Latinized as Columbum or Columbus. Twenty years 
later John Marignolli visited “the very noble city of Columbujn, where 
the whole world’s pepper is produced,” and found there a Latin church 
of St. George, probably founded by Jordanus. Kaulam or Coilon con- 
tinued to be an imjiortant place to the beginning of the i6th century, 
when Varthema speaks of it as a fine port, and Barbosa as “ a very great 
city,” with a very good haven, and with many great merchants, Moors 
and Gentoos, whose ships traded to all the Eastern ports as far as 
Bengal, Pegu, and the Archipelago. But after this its decay must have 
been rapid, and in the following century it had sunk into entire in- 
significance. Throughout the middle ages it appears to have been one 
of the chief seats of the St. Thomas Christians. 

IJoiv Polo comes to mention Coilum before Comari is a question 
that will be treated further on, with other misplacements of like kind that 
occur in succeeding chapters. 

KulJlai had a good deal of diplomatic intercourse of his usual kind 
with Kaulam. 1 )eniailla mentions the arrival at Thsiuanchau (or Zayton) 

‘ in 12^2 of envoys from Kiulan an Indian State, bringing presents 
of various rarities, including a black ape as big as a man. The Emperor 
. had three times sent thither an officer called Yangtingpi (IX. 415). 
Some rather curious details of these missions are extracted by Pauthier 
from the Chinese Annals. The royal residence is in these called 
A-pu-hx>ta,\ The king is styled Pinati, I may note that Barbosa also 
. tells us that the King of Kaulam was called Benate-deri {devar ?). And 
Dr. CaldAvell’s kindness enables me to explain this title. Pinati or Benate 

' ♦ There is still a Syrian church of St. George at Qu^lon, and a mosque of some 
importance ; — the representatives at least of those noted £bove. A vague tradition of 
extensive trade with China yet survives. . ^ 

t The translate passage afiout 'Apiihota is a little obscur^ The name looks like 
Kapukada^ which was the site of a palace north ot , Calicut (not in Kaulam), the 
Capticate of thq Portuguese. 
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i:epresents Vknhdt^f^ ‘^the Lord of the Venddu,” or Venattu^ that being 
the name of the district to which belonged the family of the old kings 
of Kollam, and Venddan being their regular -dynastic name. The Raja 
of Travancore who inherits their titles is still poetically styled Vend^n. 
{Pauthier, p. 603, segq, ; jRam, I. f. 304.) 

Note 2. — The Brazil-wood of Kaulam appears in the Commercial 
Handbook of Pegolotti (circa 1340) as Verzino Colombinoy and under 
the same name in that of Giov. d’Uzzano a century fater. Pegolotti in 
one passage details kinds of Brazil under the names of Verzino salvatieo^ 
dimestico, and colombino. In another passage where he enters into some 
detail as to the respective values of different qualities he names three 
kinds, as Colomni^ Ameri^ and Seni^ of which the Colomni (or Colombino) 
was worth a sixth more than the Ameri and three times as much as the 
Sent, I have already conjectured that Ameri may stand for La^neri 
referring to Lambri in Sumatra {supra ch. xi., note 1) ; and perhaps 
Seni is Sini or Chinese, indicating an article brought to India by the 
Chinese traders, probably from Siam. 

We have seen in the last note that the Kaulam Brazil is spoken of by 
Abulfeda ; and Ibn Batiita, in describing his voyage by the backwaters 
from Calicut to Kaulam, says : All the Trees that grow by this river 
are either Cinnamon or Brazil Trees. They use these for firewood, and 
we cooked with them throughout our journey.” Friar Odoric makes the 
same hyperbolic statement : “ Here they burn Brazil-wood for fuel.” 

It has been supposed popularly that the Brazil-wood of commerce 
took its name from the great country so called ; but the Verzino of the^ 
old Italian writers is only a. form of the same word’, and Bresil is in fact 
the word used by Polo, So Chaucer : — 

“ Him nedeth not his colour for to dien 
With Brazil^ nc with grain of Portingale.” 

— 7'he Ntids Priest's Tcde. 

The Eastern-wooiii in question is now known in commerce by its Malay 
name of Sappan (properly Sapang)^ which again seems to be identical 
with the Tamil name Cfiapangam, It is the wood of the Caesalpinia 
Sapan, and is known in Arabic (and in Hindustani) as Bdkdm. It is 
a thorny tree, indigenous in Western India from Goa to Trevandrum, 
and growing luxuriantly in South Malabar. It is extensively used by 
native dyers, chiefly for common and cheap cloths, and for fine mats. 
The dye is precipitated dark-brown with irpn, and red with alum. The 
tree is both wild and cultivated, and is grown rather extensively by the 
Mahommedans of Malabar, called Moplahs {Mapillas^ see p. 307), whose 
custom it is to plant a number of seeds at the birth of a daughter. 
The trees require fourteen or fifteen years to come to maturity, and 
then become the girl’s dowry. 

Though to' a -great extent superseded By the kindred wood from 
Brazil, the Sappan is stills substantial object of importation into England. 

VOL. II. • Y 



MARCO POLO. 


Book III. 


316 

That American dye-stuff which now bears the name of Brazil-wood 
is believed to be the produce of two species of Caesalpinia, but the 
question seems to partake of the singular obscurity which hangs over 
the origin of so many useful drugs and dye-stuffs. 

The name of Brazil has had a curious history. Etymologists refer it 
to the colour of braise or hot coals, and its first application was to this 
dye-wood from the far East. Then it was applied to a newly-discovered 
tract of South America, perhaps because producing a kindred dye-wood 
in large quantitiesr. finally the original wood is robbed of its name, which 
is monopolized by that imported from the new country. The Region of 
Brazil had been originally styled Sancta Cruz^ and De Barros attributes 
the change of name to the suggestion of the Evil One, “ as if the -name 
of a wood for colouring cloth were of more moment than that of the 
Wood which imbues the Sacraments with the tincture of Salvation.” 

There may perhaps be a doubt if the I.and of Brazil derived its name 
from the dye-wood. For the Isle of Brazil, long l>efore the discovery of 
America, was a name applied to an imaginary Island in the Atlantic. 
This island appears in the map of Andrea Bianco and in many others, 
down at least to Coronclli’s splendid Venetian Atlas (1696) ; the Irish 
used to fancy that they could see it from the Isles of Arran ; and I lately 
have noted a curious instance of the persistence of nautical traditions 
in a passage which shows that the legend of this Island of Brazil still 
survived among sailors in the last century.* The story was no doubt the 
same as that of the Green Island, or Island of Youth, which Mr. Camj> 
bell tells us the Hebrideans fancy to be sometimes seen to the west 
of their own Islands. (See Once a IVee/e, Nov. 16th, 1867; and 
lilies of West Highlands^ IV. 163. For„ previous references, Della 
Dccima^ III. 298, 361 ; IV. 60; I. B,, IV. 99; Cathay ^ p. 77 ; Note by 
Dr, If, Cleghorn ; Marsh's ed, of Wedgwood's Etyin, Diet,, I. 123; 
Southey^ H, of Brazil^ I. 22.) 

Noi’e 8. — This is the Colombine ginger wdiich appears not un- 
frequently in medieval writings. Pegolotti tells us that “ ginger is of 
several sorts, to wit, Bclledi, ColombhiOy and Mecchino, And these 
names are bestowed from the producing countries, at least this is the 
case with the Colombino and MecchinOy for the Belledi is produced in 
many districts of India. The Colombino grows in the Island of Colombo 
of India, and has a smooth, delicate, ash-coloured rind ; whilst the 
Mecchino comes from the districts about Mecca and is a small kind, 
hard to cut,” &c. {Della Dec, III. 359.) A century later, in G. da 
Uzzano, we still find the Colombino and Belladi ginger (IV. in, 210, 
&c.). The Baladi is also mentioned by Rashiduddin as an export of 
Guzerat, and by Barbosa and others as one of Calicut in the beginning of 
the 1 6th century. The Mecchmo too is mentioned again in that era by 

* Indeed, Humboldt speaks* of Brazil Isle as appearing to the west of Ireland in a 
modern English map, — Purdfs ; but I do not know its date. (See Examefi, &c., 
II. 244-5-) 
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a Venetian traveller as grown in the Island of Camran in the Red Sea. 
Both Columbine (gi^embre columbin)^ and Baladi ginger {gig, baladit) 
appear among the purchases for King John of France, during his captivity 
in England. And we gather from his accounts that the price of the 
former was 13//. a pound, and of the latter 12//., sums representing three 
times the amount of silver that they now indicate, with a higher value of 
silver also, and hence equivalent to about 4s, and 4^. 4d, a pound. The 
term Baladi (Ar.), Indigenous or ‘‘Country” ginger? indicated ordinary 
qualities of no particular repute. The word Baladi seems to have 
become naturalized in Spanish with the meaning “ of small value.” 
{Elliot^ I. 67 j Ramusio, I. f. 275 v. 323 ; Dozy and Engelm, p. 232-3 \ 
Douet cTArcq^ p. 218; Pliilobiblon Soc, Miscellanies, vol. II. p. I16.) 

Note 4. — In Bengal Indigo factories artificial heat is employed to 
promote the drying of the precipitated dye ; but this is not essential to 
the manufacture. Marco’s account, though grotesque in its baldness, 
does describe the chief features of the manufacture of Indigo by fermen- 
tation. The branches are cut and placed stem upwards in the vat till it 
is three parts full ; they are loaded, and then the vat is filled with water. 
Fermentation soon begins and goes on till in 24 hours the contents of the 
vat are so hot that the hand cannot be retained in it TJiis is what Marco 
ascribes to the sun’s heat. The liiiuor is then drawn off to another 
cistern and there agitated \ the indigo separates in flakes. A quantity 
of lime-water then is added, and the blue is allowed to subside. The 
clear water is drawn off ; the sediment is drained, pressed, and cut into 
small squares, &c. (See Madras Journal, vol. VI IJ. 198.) 

Indigo had been introduced into Sicily by the Jews during the time 
of Frederick II., in the early part of Polo’s century. Jews and Indigo 
have long vanished from Sicily. The dye is often mentioned in Pegolotti’s 
Book ; the finest quality being termed Indaco Baccadeo, a corruption of 
Baldaccheo or Bagdadeo (see p. 371). Probably it came from India by 
way of Baghdad. In the Barcelona Tariffs it appears as Indigo de 
Bagadel, Another quality often mentioned is Indigo di Golfo, (See 
Capmany, Memorias, II. App. p. 73.) In the by-laws of the London 
Painters’ Guild of the 13 th century, quoted by Sir F. Palgrave from the 
Liber Horne, it is forbidden to paint on gold or silver except with fine 
(mineral) colours, “d- 7 iie 7 it de brasil, ne de inde de Baidas, ne de mil 
autre mauveise couleurl^ {The Merchant a 7 id the Friar, p. xxiii.). 

There is now no indigo made or exported at Quilon, but there is still 
some export of sappan-wood, ginger, and pepper, though all trade there is 
now very feeble. These,- and previous particulars as to the present Quilon, 

I owe to the kindness of Mr. Ballard, British Resident at Trevandrum. 

Note 5. — ^The Lions black all over were probably black Leopards 
which are met with occasionally, both in India and the Malay countries. 

Note 6. — These last lines are probably Vounded on some local or 
caste customs of marriage, several of which in South India are very 
peculiar ; e,g,, see Nelso 7 is Madura, pt. ii. p. 51. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

Ok thk Country callfd Comari. 

CoMARi is a country belonging to India, and there you can 
sec something of the North Star which we had not been 
able to see from the Lesser Java thus far. In order to see 
it you must go some 30 miles out to sea, and then you see 
it about a cubit above the water.* 

This is a very wild country, and there are beasts of all 
kinds there, especially monkeys of such peculiar fashion 
that you would take them tor men ! There are also gat-- 
Pauls'^ in wonderful ^diversity, with bears, lions, and 
leoj)ards, in abundance. 


Notk 1 . — Comari can only be the country about Cape Comorin, the 
KofjLdfjta aKpov of Ptolciny, a name derived from the Sanskrit Kumdriy 
“a Virgin,” an appellation of the goddess Durga. The temple of the 
goddess still exists, and the bathing in her honour, spoken of by the 
author of the Periplus, is still continued, though now the pilgrims are 
few. Abulfeda speaks of Rds Kumhart as the limit between Malabar 
and Ma’bar. Kumdri is the 'Famul pronunciation of the Sanskrit word 
and ])robably Comari was Polo’s pronunciation. 

At the beginning of the Portuguese era in India we hear of a small 
Kingdom of Comori, the prince of which had succeeded to the kingdom 
of Kaulam. Kumari has been confounded by some of the Arabian 
Cieographers, or their modern commentators, with Kumar one of the 
regions supplying aloes-wood, and which was apparently Khmer or 
Kamboja. (Cahhacirs Drav, Grammary p. 67 ; Gildem, 185 ; Kam, I. 
333 -) 

Note 2 . — I have not been able to ascertain with any precision what 
animal is meant by Gat-pauL The term occurs again, coupled with 
monkeys as here, at p. 240 of the Geog. Text, where speaking of 
Abyssinia it is said : “ II out gat paulz<?/ autre gat-maimon si divisez^ &c. 
Gatto maimone for an ape of some kind, is common in old Italian, the 
latter part of the term, from the Pers. Maimthiy being possibly connected 
with our Baboon, And that the Gat-paul was also some kin& of ape is 
confirmed by the Spanish Dictionaries. Cobarrubias gives : “ Gato Pausy 
a kind of tailed monkey. ‘ Gato pauSy Gato pablo; perhaps as they call 
a monkey “ Martha,” they may have called this particular monkey 
“Paul,” &c. (f. 431 V.). So also the Diccion, de la Lengua Castellana 




Cape Comorin, from a sketch by Mr. Foote, of the Geological Survey of India. 
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comp, por la Real Academia (1783) gives : “ Gala Faul^ a kind of monkey 
of a grey colour, black muzzle and very broad tail.” In fact, the word 
is used by Columbus, who, in his own account of his third voyage, de- 
scribes a hill on the coast of Paria as covered with a species of Gatos 
Paulas; (see Navarrete, ?r. ed. III. 21, also 147-8). It is worth noting 
that the revisers of the text adopted by Pauthier have not understood the 
word. For they substitute for the “ II hi a gat paul si divisez qe ce estoit 
pienmlle” of the Gcjpg. Text, “ et si a moult //<?granz paluz et moult grans 
pantains a merveilles ” — wonderful swamps and marshes I The Pipino 
Latin has adhered to the correct reading — “ Ihi sunt cati qui dicuntur 
pauli, valde divcrsi ah aliisl' 


CHAPTER XXIV. 

CONCKRNINCi TliK KINGDOM OF ElI. 

Eli is a kingdom towards the west, about 300 miles from 
Comari. The people are idolaters and have a king, and 
are tributary to nobody; and have a peculiar language. 
We will tell you particulars about their manners and their 
products, and you will better understand things now because 
we are drawing near to places that are not so outlandish.* 
There is no proper harbour in the country, but there 
are many great rivers with good estuaries, wide and deep.* 
Pepper and ginger grow there, and other spices in quanti- 
ties.* The King is rich in treasure, but not very strong in 
forces. The approach to his kingdom however is so strong 
by nature that no one can attack him, so he is afraid of 
nobody. 

And you must know that if any ship enters their estuary 
and anchors there, having been bound for some other port, 
they seize her and plunder the cargo. For they say, “You 
were bound for somewhere else, and ’tis God has sent you 
hither to us, so we have a right to all your goods.” And 
they think it no sin to act thus. And this naughty ifestom 
prevails all over these provinces of India, to wit, that if a 
ship be driven by stress of weather into some other port 
than that to which it was bound, it is sure to be plundered. 
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But if a ship come bound originally to the place they 
receive it with all honour, and give it due protection.^ The 
ships of Manzi •and other countries that come hither in 
summer lay in their cargoes in 6 or 8 days and depart as 
fast as possible, because there is no harbour other than the 
river-mouth, a mere roadstead and sandbanks, so that it is 
perilous to tarry there. The ships of Manzi indeed are not 
so much afraid of these roadsteads as others are, because 
they have such huge wooden anchors, which hold in all 
weather.* 

There are many lions and other wild beasts here and 
plenty of game, both beast and bird. 


Note 1. — No city or district is now known by the name of Ely, but 
the name survives in that of Mount Dely^ properly Monte (1'Ely, the 
Yeli-maia of the Malabar pco2)le, and called also in the legends of the 
coast Sapta-shaila^ or the Seven Hills, an isolated and very conspicuous 
hill, or cluster of hills, forming a promontory some 16 miles north of 
Cananore, the first Indian land seen by Vasco da Gama, on that memor- 
able August morning in 1498, and formerly very* well known to navi- 
gators, though it has been allowed to drop out of some of our most 
ambitious modern maps.* Abulfeda describes it as “ a great mountain 
projecting into the sea, and descried from a great distance, called Ras 
Haili;” and it appears in Fra Mauro's map as Cavo de Eli, This part 
of Malabar was noted for the export of cardamoms ; and as the great 
cardamom was called by the Arabs HU or Hail, — in Sanskrit Ela, — it 
seems possible that the name is connected with this. 

There is, perhaps, a trace of Eli in the Ela-liarake of the Peri plus, 
but the passage is defective and obscure. There is a clearer one in the 
Elima of the Ravenna geographer, who mentions it next below Nelcinna 
or Nelcynda, generally supposed to be Nileshweram, some miles north 
of Mount d'Ely. Rashiduddin mentions simply “ the country of Hili,*' 
between ManjaHir (Mangalore) and Fandaraina (miswritten in Elliot’s 
copy Sadarsa). Ibn Batuta speaks of Hili, which he reached on leaving 
Manjardr, as “ a great and well-built city, situated on a large estuary 
accessibly to great ships. The vessels of China come hither; this, 
Kaulam, and Kalikut, are the only ports that they enter.” From Hili 


♦ I have to apologize for having in another work included the Atlas of India in 
this charge ; it does not apply to that work. • 
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he proceeds 12 miles further down the coast to Jor-faffan, which pro- 
bably corresponds to Baliapatan. Elly appears in the C?arta Catalana, 
and is marked as a Christian city. Nicolo Conti^ is the last to speak 
distinctly of the city. Sailing from Cambay, in 20 days he arrived at 
two cities on the sea-shore, Pacamuria {Fakntir, of Rashid and Firishta, 
^rohohly Baccanor) and Helli. But we reatf that in 1527 the Portu- 
guese under Simon de Melo burned the cities of Marabia and Monte 
iTElli, When Da# Gama on his second voyage was on his way from 
Baticala (in Canara) to Cananor, a squall having sprung his mainmast 
just before reaching Mt. d’Ely, “ the captain-major anchored in the Bay 
of Marabia, because he saw there several Moorish ships, in order to get 
a mast from them.” It seems clear that this was the bay just behind 
Mt. d’Ely. 

Indeed the name of Marabia or Marawi is still preserved in Madavi 
or Mddai, corruptly termed Maudoy in some of our niaps, a township upon 
the river which enters the bay about 7 or jS miles south-east of Mt. d'Ely, 
and which is called by De Burros the Rio Marabia* Mr. Bqllard in- 
forms me that he never heard of ruins of importance at Madai, but there „ 
is a place on the river just mentioned, and within the Madai township, 
called Payangddi (“Old Town”), which has the remains of an old fort of 
the Kolastri (or Kolatiri) Rajas. A palace at Madai (perhaps this fort) 
is alluded to by Dr. Gundert in the Madras Journal, and a Buddhist 
Vihara is spoken of in an old Malayalim poem as having existed at the 
same place. The same paper speaks of “ the famous emporium 
of Cachilpatnam near Mt. d’Ely,” which may have been our city of 
Hili, as the cities Hili and Marawi were apparently separate though 
very near. 

The state of HilUMarawi is also mentioned in the Arabic work on 
the early history of the Mahomedans in Malabar, called Tiihfat-al-Mujd- 
hidin^ and translated by Rowlandson ; and as the prince is there called 
KoKuree, this would seem to identify him either in family or person with 
the Raja of Cananor, for that old dynasty has always borne the name of 
Kolatiri^ 

The Ramusian version of Barbosa is very defective here, but in 
Stanley’s version (Hak. Soc. East African and Malabar Coasts ^ p. 149) 
we find the topography in a passage from a Munich MS. clear enough : 

“ After passing this place ” (the river of Nirapura or Nileshweram) “ along 
the coast is the mountain Dely (of Ely) on the edge of the sea ; it is a 


* I had unfortunately not recognized this when the map was engraved, and 
Maudoy has been omitted. Its position is on the right bank of the river just at the 
top of the H in “ Hili Marawi.’* 

t As printed hy Rowlandson, the name is corrupt (like many others in the book), 
being given as Hnbaee Murawee, But suspecting what this pointed to, I examined 
the MS. in the R. A. Society’s liibrary. The knowledge of the Arabic character was 

quite sufficient to enable me to trace the name as Hill Mdrdwi, 

(See Rcnulandson^^^^, 54, 58-59, and MS. pp. 23 and 26.) 
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round mountain, very lofty, iu the midst of low land ; all the ships of 
the Moors and Gentiles that navigate in this sea of India, sight this 
mountain when comipg from without, and make their reckoning by it; 
.... after this, at the foot of the mountain to the south, is a town 
called Marave, very ancient and well off, in which live Moors and 
Gentiles and Jews; these Jews are of the language of the country; it is 
a long time that they have dwelt in this place.” 

(Startles Correa, Hak. Soc. p. 145, 312 x3 f Gildem. p. 185; 
Elliot, I. 68; I, S,, IV. 81 ; Conti, p. 6 ; II, Gen. des I'oyages (lamo.), 

II. 9; Madras Journal, XIII. No. 31, p. 14, 99, 102, 104; De Barros, 

III. 2, cap. 5, and IV. 2, cap. 13.) 



Mount d’EIy, from the Sea, in Ia.st century. 


Note 2. — Thi^ is from Pauthier’s text, and the map illustrates the 
fact of the many wide rivers. The G. T. has “ a good river with a very 
good estuary ” or mouth. The latter word is in the G. T. faces, after- 
wards more correctly faces (and in Pauthier fouis), equivalent, I believe, 
to the Italian face from fauces. We have seen that Ibn Batuta also 
speaks of the estuary or inlet at Hili. It may have been either that 
immediately east of Mount d’EIy, communicating with the Nileshweram 
River, or the Madai River alluded to above. Neither could be entered 
by vessels now, but there have been great littoral changes. 

Note 3. — Barbosa says that throughout the kingdom of Cananor the 
pepper was of excellent quality, though not^ in great quantity. There 
was much ginger, not first-rate, which was called Hely from its growing 
about Mount d’EIy, with cardamom.s, mirobolans, cassia^ fistula, zerum- 
bet, and zedoary. The two last items are two species of curcuma, for- 
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merly in much demand as aromatics ; the last is, I believe, the setewale 
of Chaucer : — 

“ There was eke wexing many a spice, 

As clowe gilofre and Licorice, * 

Ginger and grein de ParadiSj, 

Canell and setewale of pris, 

And many a spice delitable 

To eaten when men rise from table.” — R. of the Rose, 

The Hely ginger is also mentioned by Conti. 

Note 4 . — This piratical practice is noted by Abdurrazzak also : “ In 
other parts (than Calicut) a strange practice is adopted. When a vessel 
sets sail for a certain point, and suddenly is driven by a decree of Divine 
Providence into another roadstead, the inhabitants, under the pretext 
that the wind has driven it thither, plunder the ship. But at Calicut 
every ship, whatever place it comes from, or wherever it may be bound, 
when it puts into this port, is treated like other* vessels, and has no 
trouble of any kind to put up with” (p. 14). 

Note 5. — It is interesting to compare the notice in the Periplus of 
the ports immediately adjoining Mount d*£ly : “ There is another town 
called Barake (or Ela-Barake) at the mouth of the river, at which the 
ships touch on leaving Nelcynda, and ride at anchor in the roads (^t 

<raA.ov) to take in their cargo Many ships visit these ports for 

pepper and Malabathrum.” It is not impossible that Barake (or £/a- 
Barake) was Marawi or Hili-Marawi, 

With regard to the anchors, Pauthier’s text has just the opposite of 
the G. T. which we, have preferred: Les nefs dti Manzi portent si 
^rans ancrcs de fust que il seulFrent moult de gratis fortunes aus plajesf 
Demailla says the Chinese consider their ironwood anchors to be much 
better than those of iron, because the latter are subject to strain (Lett, 
Edif XIV. 10). Capt. Owen has a good word for wooden anchors 
(Narr, of Voyages, I. 385), 


CHAPTER XXV. 

Concerning the Kingdom of Melibar. 

M ELI BAR is a great kingdom lying towards the west. The 
people are idolaters ; they have a language of their own, 
and a king of their own, and pay tribute to nobody.* 

In this country you see more of the North Star, for it 
shows two cubits above the water. And you must know 
that from this kingdoiA of Melibar, and from another near 
it called Gozurat, there go forth every year more than a 
hundred corsair vessels on cruize. These pirates take with 
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them their wives and children, and stay out the whole 
summer. Their method is to join in fleets of ao or 30 of 
these pirate vessels together, and then they form what they 
call a sea cordon,* that is, they drop off till there is an 
interval of 5 or 6 miles between ship and ship, so that 
they cover something like an hundred niiles^of sea, and no 
merchant ship can escape them. F or when any one cor- 
sair sights a vessel a signal is made by fire or smoke, and 
then the whole of them make for this, and seize the mer- 
chants and plunder them. After they have plundered them 
they let them go, saying ; “ Go along with you and get 
more gain, and that mayhap will fall to us also!” But 
now the merchants are aware of this, and go so well manned 
and armed, and with such great ships, that they don’t fear 
the corsairs. Still mishaps do befal them at times.’ 

There is in this kingdom a great quantity of pepper, 
and ginger, and cinnamon, and turbit, and of nuts of India.'* 
They also manufacture very delicate and beautiful buck- 
rams. The ships that come from the east bring copper 
in ballast. They also bring hither cloths ©f silk and gold, 
and sendals ; also gold and silver, cloves and spikenard, and 
other fine spices for which thore is a demand here, and 
^exchange them for the products of these countries. 

Ships come hither from many quarters, but especi- 
ally from the great province of Manzi.’ Coarse spices are 
exported hence both to Manzi and to the west, and that 
which is carried by the merchants to Aden goes on to 
Alexandria, but the ships that go in the latter direction are 
not one to ten of those that go to the eastward ; a very 
notable fact that I have mentioned before. 

Now I have told you about the kingdom of Melibar ; 
we shall now proceed and tell you of the kingdom of Gozu- 
rat. And you must understand that in speaking of these 
kingdoms we note only the capitals ; there are great num- 
bers of other cities and towns of which we shall say nothing, 
because it would make too long a story to speak, of all. 
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Note 1. — Here is another instance of that confusion which dislocates 
Polo’s descriptions of the Indian coast; we shall recur to it under 
Ch. 30. 

Malabar is a name given by the Arabs, and varies in its form ; Ibn 
Batuta and Kazwini write it al-Malibdr^ Edrisi and Abulfeda 

al-Manthdr^ &c., and like variations occur among the old Euro- 
pean travellers. T^e country so-called corresponded to the Kerala of the 
Brahmans, which in its very widest sense extended from about lat. 15° 
to Cape Comorin. This, too, seems to be the extension which Abul- 
feda gives to Malabar, viz., from Huniwar to Kumhari ; Rashiduddin 
includes .Sinddbiir, Goa. But at a later date a point between Mt. 
d’Ely and Mangalore on the north, and Kaulam on the south, were the 
limits usually assigned to Malabar. 

Note 2. — “ eschiel en mer** (G. T.). Eschiel is the equiva- 
lent of the Italian schera or schiera^ a troop or squadron, and thence 
applied to order of battle, whether by land or sea. 

Note 3. — The northern part of Malabar, Canara, and the Konkan, 
have been nests of pirates from the time of the ancients to a very recent 
date. Padre Paolino specifies the vicinity of Mount d’Ely as a special 
haunt of them in his day, the latter half of last century. Somewhat 
further north Ibn Batuta fell into their hands, and was stript to his 
drawers. 

Note 4. — There is something to be said about these Malabar spices. 
The cinnamon of Malabar is what w^e call cassia, the canella grossa of 
Conti, the canela brava of the Portuguese. Notices of it will be found 
in Rlieede (1. 107) and in Garcias (f. 26, seqg,). The latter says the 
Ceylon cinnamon exceeded it in value as 4 : i. Uzzano discriminates 
canella lunga, Salami^ and MabarL The Salamiy I have no doubt, is 
Sailanu Ceylonese ; and as we do not hear of any cassia from Mabar, 
probably the last was Malabar cinnamon. • 

Turbit : Rculex Turpethi is still known in pharmacy, at least in 
some parts of the Continent and in India, though in Pmgland obsolete. 
It is mentioned in the Pharmacopceia of India (t868) as derived from 
Ipotnoea Turpethum, 

But it is worthy of note that Ramusio has cubebs instead of turbit. 
The former does not seem now to be a product of Western India, 
though Garcias says that a small quantity grew there. There is some 
ambiguity in statements about it, because its popular name Kdbab-chini 
seems to be also appliejd to the cassia bud. Cubeb pepper was much 
used as a spice in the middle ages, and imported into Europe as such. 
But the importation had long ceased, when its medical uses became 
known during the British occupation of Java, and the demand was 
renewed. 

Budaeus and Salmasius have identified this drug with the KtafiaKovy 
which Theophrastus joins with cinnamomum and cassia as an ingredient 
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in aromatic confections. The inducement to this identification was no 
doubt the singular resemblance which the word bears to the Javanese 
name of cubeb pepper, viz., Kumukus. If the foundation were a little 
firmer this would be curious evidence of intercourse and trade with 
Java in a time earlier than that of Theophrastus, viz., the fourth 
century b.c. 

{Buchanaiis Mysore^ II. 31^ III. 193, and App. p. v; Garcias^ Ital. 
version, 1576, f. 39-40; Salmas, Exerc, Piin, p. 92^; Bud, on Theoph, 
1004 and loio.) 

Note 5 . — We see that Marco speaks of the merchants and ships of 
Manzi, or Southern China, frequenting Kaulam, Hili, and now Malabar, 
of which Calicut was the chief port. This quite coincides with Ibn 
Batuta, who says those were the three ports of India which the Chinese 
junks frequented, adding Fandaraina, />., Pandarani, as a port where 
they used to moor for the winter when they spent that season in India. 
By the winter it is clear that he means the rainy season, as Portuguese 
writers to India constantly do by the same expression (/ B,^ IV. 81, 
88, 96). I have been unable to find anything definite as to the date of 
the cessation of this Chinese navigation to Malabar, but I believe it may 
be placed about the beginning of the 15th century. The most distinct 
allusion to it that I am aware of is in the information of Joseph of 
Cranganor given in the Novtts Orbis (Fxl. of 1555, p. 208). He says : 
“ These people of Cathay are men of remarkable energy, and formerly 
drove a first-rate trade at the city of Calicut. But the King of Calicut 
having treated them badly, they"* quitted that city„and returning shortly 
after inflicted no small slaughter on the people of Calicut, and after that 
returned no more.” There is also in Caspar Correa’s account of the 
voyages of Da (iama a curious recofd of a tradition of the arrival in 
Malabar more than four centuries before of a vast merchant fleet “ from 
the parts of Malacca, and China, and the Lequeos ” (Lewchew) ; many 
from the company on board had settled in the country and left descend- 
ants. In the space of a hundred years none of these remained, but 
their sumptuous idol temples were still to be seen (Stanleys TransL^ 
Hak, Soc,, p. 147). It is probable that both these stories must be 
referred to those extensive expeditions to the western countries with the 
object of restoring Chinese influence which were despatched by the 
Ming Emperor Ching-tsu (or Yung-lo), about 1406, and one of which 
seems actually to have brought Cej^/on under a partial subjection to 
China, which endured half a century. (See Tenneul, I. 623, se^^. ; and 
Letter of P, Gaubil in J, A, ser. 2, tom. x. p. 327-8.) 
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'CHAPTER XXVI. 

Concerning the Kingdom of Gozurat. 

Gozurat is great kingdom. The people are Idolaters 
and have a peculiar language, and a king of their own, and 
are tributary to no one. It lies towards the west, and the 
North Star is here still more conspicuous, showing itself at 
an altitude of about 6 cubits.' 

The people are the most desperate pijates in existence, 
and one of their atrocious practices is this. When they 
have taken a merchant-vessel they force the merchants 
to swallow a stuff called Tamarindi mixed in sei-water, 
which produces a violent purging. This is done in case the 
merchants, on seeing their danger, should have swallowed 
their most valuable stones and pearls. And in this way 
the pirates secure the whole. 

In this province of Gozurat there grows much pepper, 
and ginger, and .indigo. They have also a great deal of 
cotton. Their cotton trees are of very great size, growing 
full six paces high, and attaining to an age of 20 years. It 
is to be observed however that, when the trees are so old as 
that, the cotton is not good to spin, but only to quilt or 
stuff beds withal. Up to the age of 12 years indeed the 
trees give good spinning cotton, but from that age to 
20 years the produce is inferior.' 

They dress in this country great numbers of skins of 
various kinds, goat-skins, ox-skins, buffalo and wild ox- 
skins, as well as those of unicorns and other animals. In 
fact so many are dressed every year as to load a number of 
ships for Arabia and other quarters. They also work here 
beautiful mats in red and blue leather, exquisitely mlaid 
with figures of birds and beasts, and skilfully embroidered 
with gold and silver wire. These are marvellously beautiful 
things ; they are used by the Saracens to sleep upon, and 
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capital they are for that purpose. They also work cushions 
embroidered with gold, so fine that they are worth six 
marks of silver a .piece, whilst some of those sleeping-mats 
are worth ten marks.* . 


Note 1 . — Again we note the topographical confhsion. Guzerat is 
mentioned as if it were a province adjoining Malabar, and before arriving 
at Tana, Cambay, and Soflinath ; though in fact it includes those three 
cities, and Cambay was then its great mart. 

• 

Note 2. — Marsden supposes here some confused introduction of the 
silk-cotton tree (Bombas or Sa/maiia, the Semal of Hindustan), but the 
description would b^entirely inapplicable to that great forest tree. It 
is remarkable that nearly the same statement with regard to Guzerat 
occurs in Rashiduddin’s sketch of India, as translated in Sir H. Elliot’s 
H. of Iridia (ed, by Prof, Dowson^ I. 67) : “ Grapes are produced twice 
during the year, and the strength of the soil is such that cotton-plants 
grow like willov^s and plane-trees, and yield produce ten years running.** 
An author of later date, from whom extracts are given in the same work, 
viz., Mahommed Masiim in his History of Sind, in describing the 
wonders of Siwi (Sehwan) says : ‘‘ In Korzamin and Chhatur, which are 
districts of Siwi, cotton-plants grow as large as trees, insomuch that men 
pick the cotton mounted *’ (p. 237). 

'rhese would appear to have been plants of the Species of true cotton 
called by Royle Gossipium Arboreum^ and sometimes termed G, Reli- 
giosum, from its being often grown in S. India near temples or abodes of 
devotees; though the latter name has been applied also to the Nankin 
cotton. That of which we speak is however, according to Dr. Cleghom, 
termed in Mysore Deo Kapdsy of which G, Religiosum is a proper transla- 
tion. It is grown in various parts of India, but generally rather for 
ornament tljan use. It is stated however to be specially used for the 
manufacture of turbans, and for the Brahmanical thread. And one of 
Royle’s authorities (Mr. Vaupell) mentions that it was grown near large 
towns of Eastern Guzerat, and its wool regarded as the finest of any, and 
only used in delicate muslins. This kind of cotton appears to be grown 
in China, from a passage in Amyot*s MemoireSy II. 606, which speaks of 
the “ Cotonniers Arbres, qui ne devoient ^tre fertiles qu’apr^s un bon 
nombre d’anndes.** 

The height appears to have been a difficulty with Marsden, who 
refers to the G, Arboreunty but does not admit that it could be intended. 
Yet I see in the English Cyclopmdia that to this species is assigned a 
height of 15 to 20 feet. Polo*s six paces thejefore, even if it means 30 
feet as I think, is not a great exaggeration. (RoylCy Cult, of Cottony 144, 
145, 152 ; Eng, CycL art. Gossypitim,) 
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Note S. — Embroidered' and inlaid leather-work tor bed covers, 
palankin mats and the like, is still a great manufacture in Rajkot and 
other places of Kattiawar in Peninsular Guzerat, as well as in the adjoin- 
ing region of Sind (Note from Sir Bartk Frerif. The embroidery of 
Guzerat is highly commended by Barbosa, Einschoten, and A. Hamilton, 

The G. T. adds at the end of this passage “ E qe vos en diroi 1 
Sachiis tout voiremant qe en ceste reingne se laboure roiaus dereusse de 
cuir et plus sotilmeftt que ne fait en tout lo monde, et celz qe sunt de grei- 
gnors vailance.” 

The two words in Roman type I cannot explain ; qu. royaux devisesi 


* 

CHAPTER XXVII.' 

CONCERNINC; THE KINGDOM OF TaNA. 

Tana is a great kingdom lying towards the west, a kingdom 
great both in size and worth. The people are Idolaters, 
with a language of their own, and a king of their own, and 
tributary to nobody.’ No pepper grows there, nor other 
spices, but plenty of incense ; not the white kind however, 
but brown.’ " 

There is much traffic here, and many ships and mer- 
chants frequent the place ; for there is a great export of 
leather of various excellent kinds, and also of good buckram 
and cotton. The merchants in their ships also import 
various articles, such as gold, silver, copper, and other 
things in demand. 

With the King’s connivance many corsairs launch from 
this port to plunder merchants. These corsairs have a 
covenant with the King that he shall get all the horses 
they capture, and all other plunder shall remain with them. 
The King does this because he has no horses of his own, 
whilst many are shipped from abroad towards India ; for ho 
ship ever goes thither without horses in addition to other 
cargo. The practice^is naught and unworthy of a king. 
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Note 1.— The city of Tana, on the landward side of the island of 
Salsette, still exists, almost as a suburb of Bombay. The Great Penin- 
sular Railroad here crosses the strait which separates Salsette from the 
continent. • 

The Konkan is no doubt what was intended by the kingdom of Tana. 
Albiruni speaks of that city as the capital of Konkan ; Rashiduddin calls 
it Konkan-TdnUy Ibn Batuta Kukin-Tdna, the last a form which appears 
in the Carta Catalana as Cucintana. Abulfeda speaks of it as a very 
celebrated place of trade, producing a kind of cloth %rhich was called 
Tanasty bamboos, and Tabashir derived from the ashes of the bamboo. 

In Polo’s time Tana seems to have been still under a Hindu 
prince, but it soon afterwards became subject to the Delhi sovereigns ; 
and when visited by Jordanus and by Odoric some 30 years after Polo’s 
voyage, a Mussulman governor was ruling there, who put to death four 
Franciscans, the companions of Jordanus. Barbosa gives it the com- 
pound name of Tana-Maiambu, the latter part being the first indication 
I know of the name of Bombay {Mambai). It was still a place of many 
mosques, temples, and gardens, but the trade was small. 'I'liere were 
still pirates doing business from the port, but on a reduced scale. CJio- 
vani Botero says that there were the remains of an immense city to be 
seen, and that the town still contained 5000 velvet-weavers (p. 104). 

Polo’s dislocation of geographical order here has misled PVa Mauro 
into placing I'ana to the west of Guzerat, though he has a dui^licate Tana 
nearer the correct position. 

Note 2. — Marsden is scarcely justified in saymg that the brown 
incense, which Marco asserts to have been produced in the region of 
Tana, must have been Benzoin imported from Sumatra. There are 
several products of Western India which might be meant, and one of 
which probably is meant : . 

I. The Boswellia Thuriferay which is found plentifully in the moun- 
tains of Central India, and less so among the rocky hills and ravines of 
the Deccan down to iS'^, produces a resin which is believed to be iden- 
tical with the Lnbdn of the Arabs, and the thus and At^avos of the 
ancients, 'fhe resin hardens into reddish or pale yeUow tears, and 
occurs also in dense opaque brittle masses. It is not now' known to 
have been collected for sale in the Bombay territory. And indeed 
Garcias da Horta denies that it was produced in India at all, saying it 
was brought from Arabia, though then very cheap in Western India, 
and exported thence to India and China. 

II. The Gtigaly or Balsamodendron Mukuly growing in Sind, Kattia- 
war and the Deesa district, the resin of which is used as an incense and 
as a cordial medicine. It is believed to be the Bdellium of the ancients, 
mentioned () 38 cAAa) in the Periplus as exported from the Indus, and 
brought down with costus through Ozene (Ujjairf) and Barygaza (Baroch — 
see Miillef^s Geog. Grace. Min. I. 287, 293). It is mentioned also 

VOL. II. ^ ^ 
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{Mukt) as a product of Cutch by Albiruni (see Reinaud in J. As. ser. 
4, tom. iv. 263 ; and Dowson’s note to JElliot, I. 66). “ This substance 

occurs in masses of variable size and shape, sometimes as large as a 
walnut, in oblong or angular pieces of a yellow, red, or brownish colour ” 
{Eng. Cyc. art. Bdellium). 

III. Valeria Indiea, producing the Indian Copal or Gum Anime 
of the English market. The northern limit of this appears to be North 
Canara, but it is now exported from Bombay and might have been from 
Tana. It is the^ Chloroxylon Dupada of Buchanan, and I imagine the 
Dupu or Incense Tree of Rheede {Ilort Malab. IV.). The Hindus 
use it as incense, sometimes forming it info fragrant tapers. Garcias 
thinks it is the Cancamiwi of the ancients. It is used as a substitute for 
pitch, dnd is probably the thus with which Joseph of Cranganor says the 
Indian vessels were payed. 

IV. Boswcllia Glabra yields a fragrant resinous substance known in 
Tamul as Koondricum, which is much burnt as incense by the Hindus. 

V. Costus of the Ancients, Kuth of the Hindus (Sansc. Kush fit) is 
still exported from Western India as well as Calcutta to Chhia, under 
the name of Putchock, to be burnt as an incense in the Chinese temples. 
Its identity has been ascertained in modern times by I)rs. Royle and 
Falconer, but this was known also to Garcias, who gives a drawing, and 
mentions Pucho as the Malay name. Alex. Hamilton at the beginning 
of last century calls it Lignum Dulcis (j/V). The Periplus mentions it 
as just noted among exports from Sind and Guzerat. It was used by 
the ancients for incense. 

The produce of the BalsamodenJron, Miikl or Bdellium^ answers 
best to the slight indications, and it is that which ai)pears prominently 
in the Arab writers as a product of this coast. 

{Report 071 Itidian Gtwi-Reshis, 6^^., by Mr. JDalycll, Sup. of the 
Botanic Garden at Bombay; Buchanan^ II. 44, 335, 359; Garcias; 
Drury's Useful Plants of India ; A. Hamilton^ I. 127 ; Milburne, I. 290 ; 
Eng. Cyc. art. Putchuk.) 


CHAPTER XXVIII. 

Concerning the Kingdom of Cambaet. 

Cambaet is a great kingdom lying further west. The 
people are Idolaters, and have a language of their own, 
and a king of their own, and are tributary to nobody.* 

The North Star is here still more clearly visible; 
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and henceforward the further you go west the higher you 
see it. 

There is a gfeat deal of trade in this country. It pro- 
duces indigo in great abundance ; and they also make much 
fine buckram. There is also a quantity of cotton which is 
exported hence to many quarters ; and jhere is a great 
trade in hides, which are very well dressed ; with many other 
kinds of merchandize too tedious to mention. Merchants 
come here with many ships and cargoes, but what they 
chiefly bring is gold, silver, copper [and tutia.] 

There are no pirates from this country ; the inhabitants 
are good people, and live by their trade and manufactures. 


Note 1. — Cambaet is nearer the genuine name of the city than our 
Cambay. Its i)roper Hindu name was, according to Colonel 'Fodd, 
Khumbiwati, “ the City of the Pillar.” The inhabitants write it Kum- 
bdyat. The ancient city.is 3 miles from the existing Cambay, and is now 
overgrown with jungle. It is spoken of as a flourishing place by Mas’udi 
who visited it in a.d. 915. Ibn Batuta speaks of it also as a very fine 
city, remarkable for the elegance and solidity of its mosques, and houses 
built by wealthy foreign merchants. Cambcth is* mentioned by Polo’s 
contemporary Marino Sanuto, as one of the two chief Ocean Ports of 
India \ and in the fifteenth century Conti calls it fourteen miles in circuit. 
It was still in high prosperity in the early part of the i6th century, 
abounding in commerce ^and luxury, and one of the greatest Indian 
marts. Its trade was still considerable in the time of Federici, towards 
the end of that century ; but it has now long disappeared, the local part 
of it being transferred to Gogo and other ports having deeper water. 
Its chief or sole industry now is in the preparation of ornamental objects 
from agates, cornelians and the like. 

The Indigo of Cambay was long a staple export, and is mentioned 
by Conti, Nikitin, Santo Stefano, Federici, Linschoten and Abu’l Fazl. 

The independence of Cambay ceaseil a few years after Polo’s visit ; 
for it was taken by the armies of Alduddin Khilji of Dehli in the end of 
the century. 


z a 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

TToncerning the Kingdom of Semenat. 

Semenat is a great kingdom towards the west. The 
people are Idolaters, and have a king and a language of 
their own, and pay tribute to nobody. They are not 
corsairs, but live by trade and industry as honest people 
ought. ^ It is a place of very great trade. They are to be 
sure cruel Idolaters.* 


Note 1. —Somnath is the site of the celebrated Temple plundered 
by Mahmud of Ghazni. The term “ great kingdom ” is part of Polo’s 
formula. But the place was at this time of some importance as a com- 
mercial port, and much visited by the ships of Aden, as Abulfeda tells us. 
At an earlier date Albiruni speaks of it both as the seat of a great Ma- 
hadeo much frequented by Hindu pilgrims, and as a port of call for 
vessels on their way from Sofala in Africa to China, — a remarkable inci- 
dental notice of departed trade and civilization I He does not give 
Somnath so good a character as Polo does ; for he names it as one of 
the chief pirate-haunts. 

Somnath is properly the name of the Temple ; the City was and is 
Deva-pattan, containing, when visited by Col. Todd some 40 or 50 years 
ago, 5000 souls, but exhibiting fine tanks and other remains of prosi^erity, 
and innumerable Mahommedan graves. 

The temples and idols of Somnath were ^ second time destroyed, a 
few years after our Traveller’s visit, (in 1300) by the forces of Alauddin 
Khilji of Dehli. 

Semenat appears in the Carta Catalana with fair accuracy as to po.si- 
tion. (Gildem, 185; J, As, 4 , iv. 254; Todd's Travels^ 335 i Elliot^ 

III. 74.) 


CHAPTER XXX. 

Concerning the Kingdom of Kesmacoran. 

Kesmacoran is a kiifgdotn having a king of its own and 
a peculiar l^guage. [Some of] the people are Idolaters, 
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[but the most part are Saracens]. They live by mer- 
chandize and industry, for they are professed traders and 
carry on much traffic by sea and land in all directions. 
Their food is rice [and corn], flesh and milk, of which 
they have great store. There is no more to be said about 
them.' 

And you must know that this kingdon/of Kesmacoran 
is the last in India as you go towards the west and north- 
west. You see, from Maabar, this province is what is called 
the Greater. India, and it is the best of all the Indies. I 
have now detailed to you all the kingdoms and provinces 
and (chief) cities of this India the Greater, that are upon the 
seaboard ; but of those that lie in the interior I have said 
nothing, because that would make too long a story.* 

And so now let us proceed, and I will tell you of some 
of the Indian Islands. And I will begin by two Islands 
which are called Male and Female. 


Note 1. — In spite of clouds raised by M. Pauthier there is no room 
for doubt that Kesmacoran is the province of Mek^ran, known habitually 
all over the East as Kij-Makran, from the combination with the name 
of the country of that of its chief town, just as we lately met with a 
similar combination in Konkan-tana. This was pointed out to Marsden 
by his illustrious friend Major Rennell. We find the term Kij-makrdn 
used by Ibn Batuta (III. 47) \ by the Turkish Admiral Sidi Ali A. S,^ 
ser. I, tom. ix. 72 ; and J, A, S. 463); by Sharifuddin (P. de la 

CroiXj I. 379, II. 417-18) ; by Pietro della Valle (I. 724, II. 358) ; and 
see for other examples, L A, S, B,, VII. 208, 305, 308: VIII. 764: 
XIV. 158; XVII. pt. ii. 559; XX. 262, 263. 

The argument that Mekran was not a province of India only amounts 
to saying that Polo has made a mistake. But the fact is that it often 
7 ms reckoned to belong to India, from ancient down to comparatively 
modern times. Pliny says : “ Many indeed do not reckon the Indus to 
be the western boundary of India, but include in that term also four 
satrapies on this side the river, the Gedrosi, the Arachoti, the Arii, and 
the Parapomisadae (/>., Mekran, Kandahai, Herat, and Kabul) .... 
whilst others class all these together under the name of Ariana ” (VI. 
23). Aelian calls Gedrosia a part of India {Hist Animal, XVII. 6). 
In the 6tli century the Nestorian Patriarch Jesujabus, as we have seen 
{supra, ch. xxii. note 1), considered all to be India frpm the coast of 
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Persia, i.e.^ of Pars, beginning from near the Gulf. According to Ibn 
Khurdddbah the boundary between Persia and India was seven days’ 
sail from Hormuz and eight from Daibul, or less than half way from 
the mouth of the Gulf to the Indus. (/, As,, ser.*6, tom. v. 283.) In 
the Geography of Bakui we find it stated that “ Hind is a great country 
which begins at the province of Mekran.” (JV. and JE, II. 54.) In the 
map of Marino Sanuto India begins from Hormuz ; and it is plain from 
what Polo says in quitting that city that he considered the next step 
from it south-eastward would have taken him to India {supra, I. p. 103). 

We may add a Romance definition of India from King Alisaunder : — 

“ Lordynges, also I fynde 
, At Mcde begvfiueth Yndc. 

For sothe ich wote it strctcheth farest 
Of alle the Londes in the Est ; 

And oth the South half sikerlyk 
To the See takcth of Afryk ; 

And the north half to a Mountayne 

That is yclepM Caucasayne*’ — L. 48'?4-483i. 


It is probable that Polo merely coasted Mekran ; he seems to know 
nothing of the Indus, and what he says of Mekran is vague. 

Note 2 . — As Marco now winds up his detail of the Indian coast, it 
is proper to try to throw some light on his partial derangement of its 
geography. In the following tables the first shows the real geographical 
order from east to west of the Indian provinces as named by Polo, and 
the second shows the order as he puts them. The Italic names are brief 
and general identifications. 


Ki'al order, 

I. Muthli {Teliugand) 

i'2. St. Thomas’s [^Madras). 
Maabar, j 3. Maabar proper. Kingdom 
including j of Sonder Bandi ( Tanjore"), 
*4. Call {Tiujia'cUy). 

5. Comar i (C. Comorin). 

M ELI BAR, ( 6. Coil\im i'/raT'ancore). 
including ( 7. Eli {Cananore). 

(jUZERAT, I 8. Tana {Bombay). 
or Lar, < 9. Canbaet {Cambay). 
including (10. Semenat {Somnat/i), 

II, Kcsmacoraii {Mekran). 


Folds order, 

I. Mutfdi. 

( 2 , St. Thomas’s (Ear, 

Maabar, 

including 3 - P^Pe*’* “ 

\4. Cail. 

5. Coilum. 

6. Comari. 


7. Eli. 

8. (Melibar). 

9. (Gozurat). 

10. Tana. 

11. Canbaet. 

12. Semenat. 

13. Kesmacoran. 


It is difficult to suppose that the fleet carrying the bride of Arghun 
went out of its way to Maabar, St. Thomas’s, and I’elingana. And on 
the other hand, what is said in chapter xxiii. on Comari, about the 
North Star not having been visible since they approached the Lesser 
Java, would have been grossly inaccurate if in the interval the travellers 
had been north as far as Madras and Motupalle. That passage suggests 
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to me strongly that Comari was the first Indian land made by the fleet 
on arriving from the Archipelago (exclusive perhaps of Ceylon). Note 
then that the position of Eli is marked by its distance of 300 miles from 
Comari, evidently indicating that this was a run made by the traveller 
on some occasion without an intermediate stoppage. Tana, Cambay, 
Somnat would follow naturally as points of call. 

In Polo’s order, again, the positions of Comari and Coilum are trans- 
posed, whilst Melibar is introduced as if it were a country westward (as 
Polo views it, northward we should say) of Coilum and Eli instead of 
including them, and Gozurat is introduced as a country lying eastward 
(or southward, as we should say) of Tana, Cambaet, and Semenat, in- 
stead of including them, or at least the two latter. Moreover, he names 
no cities in connexion with those two countries. 

The following hypothesis, really not a complex one, is the most 
probable that I can suggest to account for these confusions. 

I conceive, then, that Cape Comorin (Comari) was the first Indian 
land made by the fleet on the homeward voyage, and that Hili, Tana, 
Cambay, Somnath, were touched at successively as it proceeded towards 
Persia. 

I conceive that in a former voyage to India on the Great Kaan’s 
business Marco had visited Maabar and Kaulam, and gained either 
from actual visits or from information the substance of the notices he 
gives us of Telingana and St. Thomas’s on the one side and of Malabar 
and Guzerat on the other, and that in combining into one series the 
results of the information acquired on two different voyages he failed 
rightly to co-ordinate the material, and thus thoce dislocations which 
we have noticed, occurred, as they very easily might in days when 
maps had practically no existence ; to say nothing of the accidents of 
dictation. 

The expression in this passage for “ the cities that lie in the interior,” 
is in the G. T. “ celz qe sunt en fra terres see note 4 to Book I. 
chap. i. Pauthier’s text has “ cclics qui sont en ferine terre,” which is 
nonsense here. 


CHAPTER XXXI. 

Discourskth of thk Two Islands called Male and Female, 

AND WHY THEY ARE SO CALLED. 

When you leave this Kingdom of Kesmacoran, which is 
on the mainland, you go by sea sonift 500 miles towards the 
south ; and then you find the two Islands^ Male and 
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Fkmale, lying about 30 miles distant from one another. 
The people are all baptized Christians, but maintain -the 
ordinances of the Old Testament ; thus> when their wives 
are with child they never go near them till their confine- 
ment, or for forty days thereafter. 

In the Island however which is called Male, dwell the 
Men alone, without their wives or any other women. 
Every year when the month of March arrives the men all 
set out for the other Island, and tarry there for three 
months', to wit, March, April, and May, dwelling with their 
wives for that space. At the end of those three months 
they return to their own Island, and pursue their husbandry 
and trade for the other nine months. 

They find on this Island very fine ambergris. They 
live on flesh and milk and rice. They are capital fisher- 
men, and catch a great quantity of fine large sea-fish, and 
these they dry, so that all the year they have plenty of 
food, and also enough to sell to the traders who go thitherl 
They have no chief except a bishop, who is subject to the 
archbishop of anpther Island, of which we shall presently 
speak, called Scotra. They have also a peculiar language. 

As for the children which their wives bear to them, if 
they be girls they abide with their mothers ; but if they 
be boys the mothers bring them up till they are fourteen, 
and then send them to the fathers. Such is the custom of 
these two Islands. The wives do nothing but nurse their 
children and gather such fruits as their Island produces; 
for their husbands do furnish them with all necessaries.' 


Note 1. — It is not perhaps of much use to seek a serious identifica- 
tion of the locality of these Islands, or to rationalize it as Marsden has 
done. The fable ran from time immemorial, and as nobody ever found 
the Islands, their locality shifted with the horizon, though the legend long 
hung about Socotra and its vicinity. Coronelli’s Atlas (Venice, 1696) 
identifies these islands with those called Abdul Kuri near Cape Gardafui, 
and the same .notion finds favour with Marsden. No islands indeed 
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exist in the position indicated by Polo if we look to his direction “ south 
of Kesmacoran,” but if we take his indication of “ half way between 
Mekran and Socotra,” the Kuria Muria Islands on the Arabian coast, 
in which M. Pauthier longs to trace these veritable Male and Female 
Isles, will be nearer than any others. Marco’s statement that they had 
a bishop subject to the metropolitan of Socotra certainly looks as if 
certain concrete islands had been associated with the tale. Friar Jor- 
danus (p. 44) also places them between India th^ Greater and India 
Tertia with him Eastern Africa). Conti locates them not more than 
five miles from Socotra, and yet 100 miles distant from one another. 

Sometimes the men pass over to the women, and sometimes the 
women pass over to the men, and each return to their own, respective 
island before the expiration of six months. Those who remain on the 
island of the others beyond this fatal period die immediately” (p. 21). 
Fra Mauro places the islands to the south of Zanzibar and gives them 
the names of Mangla and Nebila, One is curious to know whence 
came these names, one of which seems to be Sanskrit, the other (also in 
Sanuto’s map) Arabic; {Nabilahy Ar., “Beautiful;” Mangala, Sansk., 
“ Fortunate.”) 

A savour of the story survived to the time of the Portuguese dis- 
coveries, and it had by that time attached itself to Socotra. {Faria y 
Souza^ I. 118 ; BartoU^^ //. della Comp, di GesUy Asia, I. p. 37 ; F. Vin- 
cenzo, p. 443.) 

The story was, I imagine, a mere ramification of the ancient and 
wide-spread fable of the Amazons, and is substantially the same that 
Palladius tells of the Brahmans ; how the men lifed on one side of the 
Ganges and the women on the other. The husbands visited their wives 
for 40 days only in June, July, and August, “those being their cold 
months, as the sun was then to the north.” And when a wife had once 
borne a child the husband returned no more. {Miiller's Ps. Callisth, 
105.) The Mahdbhdrata celebrates the Amazon country of Rdnd Para- 
mitd, where the regulations were much as in Polo’s islands, only male 
children were put to death, and men if they overstayed a month. 
( Wheeler's India, I. 400.) 

Hwen Thsang’s version of the legend agrees with Marco’s in placing 
the Woman’s Island to the south of Persia. It was called the Kingdom 
of Western Women. There were none but women to be seen. It was 
under Folin (the Byzantine Empire), and the ruler thereof sent hus- 
bands every year; if boys were born, the law prohibited their being 
brought up. ( Vie et Voyages, p. 268.) 

The Chinese accounts, dating from the 5th century, of a remote 
Eastern Land called Fusang, which Neumann fancies to have been 
Mexico, mention that to the east of that region again there was a 
Woman’s Island, with the usual particulars^ {Lassen, IV. 75 Oddly 
enough, Columbus heard the same story of an island called Matit3n[ia or 
Matinino (apparently Martinique) which he sighted on his second voyage. 
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The Indians on board “ asserted that it had no inhabitants but women, 
who at a certain time of the year were visited by the Cannibals (Caribs) ; 
if the children born were boys they were brought up and sent to their 
fathers, if girls they were retained by the mothers. ' They reported also 
that these women had certain subterraneous caverns in which they took 
refuge if any one went thither except at the established season,” &c. 
(P. Martyr in Ramusio^ III. 3 v, and see 85.) 

Mendoza heard^of the like in the vicinity of Japan (perhaps the 
Fusang story), though he opines judiciously that “ this is very doubtfull 
to be beleeved, although I have bin certified by religious men that have 
talked with persons that within these two yeares have beene at the 
saide ilancjs, and have seene the saide \voinen.” (IL of China^ II. 301.) 
The same story is related by a missionary in the Leitres Edifiantes of 
certain unknown islands supposed to lie south of the Marian group. 
Pauthier, from whom I derive this last instance, drp.ws the conclusion : 
“ On voit que le recit de Marc Pol est loin d’etre imaginaire.” Mine 
from the premises w'ould be different ! 

Sometimes the fable took another form ; in which the women are 
entirely isolated, as in that which Mela quotes from Hanno (III. 9). 
So with the Isle of Women w^hich Kazwini and Bakui place to the 
south of China. They became enceintes by the Wind, or by eating a 
particular fruit, or, as in a Chinese edition related by Magaillans, by 
looking at their own faces in a well ! The like fable is localized by the 
Malays in the island of Engano ofi* Sumatra, and was related to Pigafetta 
of an island under Great Java called Ocojoro, perhaps the same. 

(MagdiL 76; Gildem^ 196; N, et Ex, IL 398; Pigafetta^ ^73; 
Marsden's Sumatra,) 


CHAPTER XXXII. 

Concerning the Island of Scotra. 

When you leave those two Islands and go about 500 miles 
further towards the south, then you come to an Island 
called Scotra. The people are all baptized Christians ; 
and they have an Archbishop. They have a great deal 
of ambergris; and plenty also of cotton stuffs and other 
merchandize ; especially great quantities of salt fish of a 
large and excellent kind. They also eat flesh and milk 
and rice, for that is their only kind of corn ; and they all 
go naked like, the other Indians. 
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[The ambergris comes from the stomach of the whale, 
and as it is a great object of trade, the people contrive to 
take the whales with barbed iron darts, which, once they 
are fixed in the body, cannot come out again. A long 
cord is attached to this end, to that a small buoy which 
floats on the surface, so that when the whale dies they 
know where to find it. They then draw 5ie body ashore 
and extract the ambergris from the stomach and the oil 
from the head.’] 

There is a great deal of trade there, for many ships 
come from all quarters with goods to sell to the natives. 
The merchants also purchase gold there, by which they 
make a great profit ; and all the vessels bound for Aden 
touch at this Island. 

Their Archbishop has nothing to do with the Pope of 
Rome, but is subject to the great Archbishop who lives 
at Baudas. He rules over the Bishop of that Island, and 
over many other Bishops in those regions of the world, 
just as our Pope does in these.* 

A multitude of corsairs frequent the Inland ; they come 
there and encamp and put up their plunder to sale; and 
this they do to good profit, for the Christians of the Island 
purchase it, knowing well that it is Saracen or Pagan gear.* 

And you must know that in this Island there are the 
best enchanters in the world. It is true that their Arch- 
bishop forbids the practice to the best of his ability ; but 
’tis all to no purpose, for they insist that their forefathers 
followed it, and so must they also. I will give you a sample 
of their enchantments. Thus, if a ship be sailing past 
with a fair wind and a strong, they will raise a contrary 
wind and compel her to turn back. In fact they make 
the wind blow as they list, and produce great tempests and 
disasters ; and other such sorceries they perform, which it 
will be better to say nothing about in our Book.^ 
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Note 1. — Mr. Blyth appears to consider that the only whale met 
with now-a-days in the Indian Sea north of the line is a great Rorqual or 
jBalaenoptera, to which he gives the specific name of Indica (see f A. S, 
jE?., XXVIII. 481). The statements in the text (from Ramusio) clearly 
however point to the Spermaceti whale. ^ 

“ The best ambergris,” says Mas’udi, “ is found on the islands and 
coasts of the Sea of Zinj (Eastern Africa) ; it is round, of a pale blue, 
and sometimes as l^iig as an ostrich egg. . . . These are morsels which 
have been swallowed by the fish called Aiadl. When the sea is much 
agitated it casts up fragments of amber almost like lumps of rock, and 
the fish swallowing these is choked thereby, and floats on the surface. 
The men^of Zinj, or wherever it be, then come in their canoes, and fall 
on the creature with harpoons and cables, draw it ashore, cut it up, and 
extract the ambergris” (I. 134). 

Kazwini speaks of whales as often imprisoned Uy the ebb tide in the 
channels about Basra. The people harpooned them, and got much oil 
out of the braiuy which they used for lamps and smearing their ships. 
This also points to the sperm whale. {Efht\ p. 268.) 

After having been long doubted, scientific opinion seems to have 
come back to the opinion that ambergris is an excretion from the whale. 
“Ambergris is a morbid secretion in the intestines of the cachalot, 
deriving its origin either from the stomach or bjiliary ducts, and allied in 
its nature to gall-stones, . . . whilst the masses found floating on the 
sea are those that have been voided by the whale, or liberated from the 
dead animal by the process of putrefaction.” {Bennett^ Whaling Voyage 
Round the Globe, 1840, II. 326.) 

Note 2. — Scotra probably represented the usual pronunciation of 
the name Socotra, which is traced to a Sanskrit original, Dvipa-Sitka- 
dara, “ the Island Abode of Bliss,” from which (contracted Diuscatra) 
the Greeks made “ the island of Dioscoridcsl* 

So much painful interest attaches to the history of a people once 
Christian, but now degenerated almost to savagery, that some detail 
may be permitted on this subject. 

The Periplus calls the island very large, but desolate ; . . . . the 
inhabitants were few, and dwelt on the north side. They were of foreign 
origin, being a mixture of Arabs, Indians, and Greeks, who had come 
thither in search of gain. . . . 'Phe island was under the king of the 
Incense Country. . . . Traders came from Muza and sometimes from 
Limyrica and Barygaza (Canara and Guzerat), bringing rice, wheat, and 
Indian muslins, with female slaves, which had a ready sale, Cosmas 
(6th century) says there was in the island a bishop, appointed from 
Persia, The inhabitants spoke Greek, having been originally settled 
there by the Ptolemies. “ There are clergy there also, ordained and 
sent from Persia to minister among the peojile of the island, and a 
multitude of Christians. We sailed past the island, but did not land. 
I met, however, with people from it who were on their way to Ethiopia, 
and they spoke Greek.” 
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The ecclesiastical historian Nicephorus Callistus, seems to allude to 
the people of Socotra, when he says that among the nations visited by 
the missionary Theophilus, in the time of Constantius, were “ the Assy- 
rians on the verge of the outer ocean towards the East .... whom 
Alexander the Great, after drving them from Syria, sent thither to settle, 
and to this day they keep their mother tongue, though all of the blackest, 
through the power of the sun’s rays.” The Arab voyagers of the 9th 
century say that the island was colonized with Greel^ by Alexander the 
Great, in order to promote the culture of the Soco trine aloes ; when the 
other Greeks adopted Christianity these did likewise, and they fiad con- 
tinued to retain their profession of it. The colonizing by Alexander is 
doubtless a fable, but invented to account for facts. 

In the list of the metropolitan sees of the Nestorian Church we 
find one called Kotrohah^ which is supposed to stand for Socotra. Accord- 
ing to Edrisi, Kotrobah was an island inhabited by Christians ; he 
speaks of Socotra separately, but no island suits his description of 
Kotrobah but Socotra itself ; and I suspect that we have here geography 
in duplicate, such as we have alluded to at p. 251. Abulfeda says the 
people of Socotra were Nestorian Christians and pirates. Nicolo Conti, 
in the first half of the 15th century, spent two months on the island 
(Sechuterd), He says it was for the most part inhabited by Nestorian 
Christians. , 

Some indications point rather to a connexion of the island s Christi- 
anity with the Jacobite or Abyssinian Church. Thus they practised 
circumcision, as mentioned by Maffei in noticing the proceedings of 
Albuquerque at Socotra. Both he and Faria y Souza call them Jacob- 
ites. Barbosa speaks of them as an olive-coloured people, Christian 
only in name, having neither baptism nor Christian knowledge, and 
having for many years lost all acciuaintance with the Gospel. Andrea 
Corsali calls them Christian shepherds of Ethiopian race, like Abys- 
sinians. They lived on dates, milk, and butter ; some rice was im- 
ported. They had churches like mosques, but with altars in Christian 
fashion. 

When Francis Xavier visited the island there were still distinct traces 
of the Church. I'he people reverenced the cross, placing it on their 
altars, and hanging it round their necks. Every village had its minister, 
whom they called Kashis {Ar, for a Christian Presbyter), to whom they 
paid tithe. No man could read. The Kashis repeated prayers in a 
forgotten longue, frequently scattering incense; a word like Alleluia 
often recurred. For bells they used wooden rattles. They assembled 
in their churches four times a day, and held St. Thomas in great vene- 
ration. The Kashlses married, but were very abstemious. They had 
two Lents, and then fasted strictly from meat, milk, and fish. 

The last vestiges of Christianity in Socptra, so far as we know, are 
those traced by P. Vincenzo, the Carmelite, who visited the island about 
the middle of the 17 th century. The people still retained a profession 
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of Christianity, but without any knowledge, and with a strange jumble 
of rites ; sacrificing to the moon ; circumcising ; abominating wine and 
pork. They had churches which they called Moquame {Ar, Ma^dm^ 
“ Locus, Static ” ?), dark, low, and dirty, daily anoihted with butter. On 
the altar was a cross and a candle. The .cross was regarded with igno- 
rant reverence, and carried in processions. They assembled in their 
churches three times in the day, and three times in the night, and in 
their worship buyied much incense, &c. The priests were called 
Odambo^ elected and consecrated by the people, and changed every 
year. Of baptism and .other sacraments they^had no knowledge. 

There were two races ; one, black with crisp hair ; the other, less 
black, of better aspect and with stiaight hair. Each family had a cave 
in which they deposited their dead. They cultivated a few j>alms, and 
kept flocks ; had no money, no writing, and* kept tale of their flocks 
by bags of stones. They often committed suicide i^ age, sickness, or 
defeat. When rain failed they selected a victim by lot, and placing him 
within a circle addressed prayers to the moon. If without success they 
cut off the poor wretches hands. They had many who practised sorcery. 
The women were all called Maria^ which the author regarded as a relic 
of Christianity. 

Now, not a trace of former Christianity can be discovered— unless 
it be in the n«ame of one of the villages on the coast, Colessecahy which 
may faintly commemorate both the ancient religion and the ancient 
language {iKKXrjala), The remains of one building, traditionally a place 
of worship, were shown to Wellsted ; he could find nothing to connect 
it with Christianity. '» 

The social state of the people is much as Father Vincenzo described 
it ; lower it could scarcely be. Mahommedanism is now the universal 
profession. The people of the interior are still of distinct race, with 
curly hair, Indian complexion, regular fealwres. The coast people are 
a mongrel body, of Arab and other descent. Probably in old times the 
case was similar, and the civilization and Greek may have been confined 
to the littoral foreigners. {Mailer's Geog. Gr, Minor eSy I. p. 280-1 ; 
RklationSy I. 139-140 ; Cathay^ clxxi, ccxlv, 169; Contiy 20; Maffeiy 
lib. III. ; Biischingy IV. 278 ; Fariay I. 117-118; Ram, I, f. 181 v. and 
292 ; Jarricy Thes, Rer, Indie, I. 108-9; P, Vine, 132, 442 ; J, R, G, S,y 
V. 129, seqq,) 

Note 3. — ^As far back as the loth century Socotra was a noted 
haunt of pirates. Mas’udi says ; “ Socotra is one of the stations fre- 
quented by the Indian corsairs called Bawdrijy which "chase the Arab 
ships bound for India and China, just as the Greek galleys chase the 
Mussulmans in the sea of Rdm along the coasts of Syria and Egypt ” 
(III. 37). The Bawdrij were corsairs of Cutch and Guzerat, so called 
from using a kind of war-vessel called Bdrja {EUioty I. 65). Ibn Batuta 
tells a story of a friend of his, the Shaikh Sa’fd, superior of a convent at 
Mecca, who had been to India and got large presents at the court of 
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Dehli. With a comrade called Hajji Washl, who was also carrying a 
large sum to buy horses, “ when they arrived at the island of Socotra 
. . . . they were attacked by Indian corsairs with a great number of 
vessels. . . . The corsairs took everything out of the ship, and then left 
it to the crew with its tackle, so that they were able to reach Aden.” 
Ibn Batuta’s remark on this illustrates what Polo has said of the Malabar 
pirates, in chap. xxv. supra : “ The custom of these pirates is not to 
kill or drown anybody when the actual fighting is over. They take all 
the property of the passengers, and then let them go whither they will 
with their vessel ” (I. 362-3). 

No i e 4. — ^We have seen that P. Vincenzo alludes to the sorceries of 
the people; as do Faria y Souza (I. 1 18), and De Barros -.-quoted by 
Pauthier. 


CHAPTER XXXIII. 

Concerning the Island of Madeigascar. 

Madeigascar. is an Island towards the south, about a 
thousand miles from Scotra. The people are all Saracens, 
adoring Mahommet. They have four Esheks, ix., four 
Elders, who are said to govern the whole Island. And you 
must know that it is a most noble and beautiful Island, 
and one of the greatest in the world, for it is about 4000 
miles in compass. The people live by trade and handi- 
crafts. 

In this Island, and in another beyond it called Zan- 
GHiBAR, about which we shall tell you afterwards, there are 
more elephants than in any country in the world. The 
amount of traffic in elephants’ teeth in these two Islands is 
something astonishing. 

In this Island they eat no ilesh but that of camels ; and 
of these they kill an increffible number daily. They say it 
is the best and wholesomest of all flesh ; and so they eat of 
it all the year round.* 

They have in this Island many^trees of red sanders, of 
excellent quality; in fact, all their forests consist of it.* 
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They have also a quantity of ambergris, for whales are 
abundant in that sea, and they catch numbers of them ; 
and so are Oil-heads^ which are a huge kind of hsh, which 
also produce ambergris like the whale.* There are numbers 
of leopards, bears, and lions in the country, and other wild 
beasts in abundance. Many traders, and many ships go 
thither with cloths of gold and silk, and many other kinds 
of goods, and drive a profitable trade. 

You must know that this Island lies so far south that 
ships cannot go further south or visit other Islands in that 
direction, except this one, and that other of which we have 
to tell you, called Zanghibar. This is because the sea- 
current runs so strong towards the south that the ships 
which should attempt it never would get back again. 
Indeed, the ships of Maabar which visit this island of 
Madeigascar, and that other of Zanghibar, arrive thither 
with marvellous speed, for great as the distance is they 
accomplish it in 20 days, whilst the return voyage takes 
tliem more than 3 months. This (I say) is because of the 
strong current running south, which continues with such 
singular force and in the same direction at all seasons.'* 

’Tis said that in those other Islands to the south, which 
the ships are unable to visit because this strong current 
prevents their return, is found the bird Gryphon, which 
appears there at certain seasons. The description given of 
it is however entirely different from what our stories and 
pictures make it. For persons who had been there and 
had seen it told Messer Marco Polo that it was for all the 
world like an eagle, but one indeed of enormous size ; so 
big in fact that its wings covered an extent of 30 paces, 
and its quills were 12 paces long, and thick in proportion. 
And it is so strong that it will seize an elephant in its talons 
and carry him high into the air, and drop him so that he 
is smashed to pieces; having so killed him the bird gryphon 
swoops down on him ^d eats him at leisure. The people 
of those isles call the bird Rm, and it has no other name.’ 
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So I wot not if this be the real gryphon, or if there be 
another manner of bird as great. But this I can tell you 
for certain, that .they are not half lion and half bird as 
our stories do relate; but enormous as they be they are 
fashioned just like an eagle. 

The Great Kaan sent to those parts to enquire about 
these curious matters, and the story was told by those who 
went thither. He also sent to procure the release of an 
envoy of his who had been despatched thither, and had 
been detained ; so both those envoys had many wonderful 
things to tell the Great Kaan about those strange islands, 
and about the birds I have mentioned. [They brought (as 
I heard) to the Great Kaan a feather of the said Rue, which 
was stPted to measure 90 spans, whilst the quill part was 
two palms in circumference, a marvellous object! The 
Great Kaan was delighted with it, and gave great presents 
to those who brought it.^] They also brought two boar’s 
tusks, which weighed more than 14 lbs. a piece; and you 
may gather how big the boar must have been that had 
teeth like that ! They related indeed that there were some 
of those boars as big as a great buffalo. There are also 
numbers of giraffes and wild asses ; and in fact a marvellous 
number of wild beasts of strange aspect.’ 


Note 1 . — Marco is, I believe, the first writer, European or Asiatic, 
who mentions Madagascar by that name, but his information about it 
was very incorrect in many particulars. There are no elephants nor 
camels in the island, nor any leopards, bears, or lions. ^ 

Indeed, I have no doubt that Marco, combining information from 
different sources, made some confusion between MaJidashau (Magadoxo) 
and Madagascar^ and that particulars belonging to both are mixed up 
here. This accounts for Zanghibar being placed entirely beyond Mada- 
gascar, for the entirely Mahommedan character given to the population, 
for the hippopotamus-teeth and staple trade in ivory, as well for the 
lions, elephants, and other beasts. But above all the camel-killing indi- 
cated Somali Land and Magadoxo as the jeal locality of part of the 
information. Says Ibn Batuta : " After leaving Zaila we sailed on the 
sea for 15 day.s, and arrived at Makdashaii, an extremely large town. 

VOL. II. a A 
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The natives keep camels in great numbers, and they slaughter several 
hundreds daily (II. i8i). The slaughter of camels for food is still a 
Sumali practice. (See J, R, G. *S., VI. 28, and XIX. 55). Perhaps the 
Shaikhs {Esceqe) also belong to the same quarter, for the Arab traveller 
says that the Sultan of Makdashau had no higher title than Shaikh (183); 
but see below. 

It is, however, true that there are traces of a considerable amount 
of ancient Arab colonization on the shores of Madagascar. Arab descent 
is ascribed to a class of the people of the province of Matitdnana on the 
east coast, in lat. 21^-23°, and the Arabic writing is in use there. The 
people of the St. Mary’s Isle of our maps otT the east coast, in lat. 1 7°, 
also call themselves the children of Ibrahim, and the island Nusi- 
Ibrahim, And on the north-west coast, at Bambeluka Bay, Capt. Owen 
found a large Arab population, whose forefathers had been settled there 
from time immemorial. The number of tombs here and in Magambo 
Bay showed that the Arab population had. once *been much greater. 
The government of this settlement, till conquered by Radama, was vested 
in three persons; one a Malagash, the second an Arab, the. third as 
guardian of strangers ; a fact suggestive of Polo’s four sheikhs (Ellis, 
1. 13 1 ; Owen, II. 102, 132. See also Sonnerat, 11. 56). The Arabs 
were in the habit of navigating to Sofala, in about lat. 20° south, in the 
time of Mas’udi (beginning of loth century), and must have then known 
Madagascar, but it is not quite c lear that tlie Kanbdlu of which he speaks 
was the latter island as the translator supposes. I should rather suspect 
Comoro, (Scq Prairies d" Or, I. 205, 232, and III. 31.) 

Note 2. — ^^Phereds, or used to be a trade in Sandal-wood from 
Madagascar. (See Owen, II. 99.) 

Note 8. — “I'he coast of this province” (Ivongo, the N.E. of the 
Island) “abounds with whales, and during a certain period of the 
year Antongil Bay is a favourite resort for whalers of all nations. I'he 
inhabitants ofTitingue are remarkably expert in spearing the whales 
from their slight canoes.” {Lloyd in J, R, G, S,, XX. 56.) A descrip- 
tion of the whale-catching process practised by the Islanders of St. 
Mary’s, or Nusi Ibrahim, is given in the Quinta Pars Indiae Orientalis 
of De Bry, p. 9. Owen gives a similar account (I. 170). 

The word which I have rendered Oil-heads is Capdoilles or Capdols, 
representing Capidoglio, the appropriate name still applied in Italy to the 
Spermaceti whale. The Vocab, Ital, Univ, quotes Ariosto (VII. 36) : — 

“ /Capidogli cd vecchi marini 

Vengon tiirbati dal lor pigro sonnol' 

The Spermaceti-whale is described under this name by Rondeletius, but 
from his cut it is clear he had not seen the animal. 

Note 4. — De Barros, after describing the dangers of the Chantfiel of 
Mozambique, adds ; “ And as the Moors of this coast of Zanguebar 
make their voyages in ships and sambuks sewn with cmr, instead of being 
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nailed like ours, and thus strong enough to- bear the force of the seas 
in the cold antarctic region beyond the Cape of Good Hope, .... they 
never dared to attemj)t the exploration of the regions to the westward 
of the Cape of Currents, although they greatly desired to do so ” (in 
Ram, I. 387 v), Kazwini says of the Ocean, quoting A 1 Biruni : “Then 
it extends to the sea known as that of Berbera, and stretches from Aden 
to the furthest extremity of Zanjibar ; beyond this goes no vessel on 
account of the great current. Then it extends to^hat are called the 
Mountains of the Moon, whence spring the sources of the Nile of Egypt, 
and thence to Western Sudan, to the Spanish Countries and the 
(Western) Ocean.** (Ethe, p. 214-15 ; see also Barbosa in Ram, I. 288 ; 
Oiifen^ I. 269 ; Stanleys Correa^ p. 261 ; J, R, G, 5 ., II. 91 ; Fra Mauro 
in Zurla^ p. 61.) 



The Kiikh, from Lane's ‘Arabian Night^,'' after a Pcrsi.in drawing. 


Note 5. — The fable of the Rukh was old and widely spread, like 
that of the Male and Female Islands, and, just as in that case, one 
accidental circumstance or another would give it a local habitation, now 
here now there. The Garuda of the Hindus, the Simurgh of the old 
Persians, the 'Angka of the Arabs, the Bar Yuchre of the Rabbinical 
legends, the Gryps of the Greeks, were probably all versions of the 
same original fable. 

Bochart quotes a bitter Arabic proverb which says, “ Good-Faith, 
the Ghul, and the Gryphon (^An^a) are tRree names of things that 
exist nowhere.** And Mas*udi, after having said that whatever country 
he visited he always found that the people believed these monstrous 
* 2 A 2 
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creatures to exist in regions as remote as possible from their own, 
observes : “ It is not that our reason absolutely rejects the possibility of 
the existence of the Ncsms (see vol. i. p. 183) or of the 'Affgka, and 
other beings of that rare and wondrous order ; for there is nothing in 
their existence incompatible with the Divine Power ; but we decline to 
believe in them because their existence has not been manifested to us on 
any irrefragable authority.’* 

The circumstance which for the time localized the Rukh in the 
direction of Madagascar was perhaps some rumour of the great fossil 
Aepyorfiis and its colossal eggs, found in that island. According to 
Geoffroy-St.- Hilaire, the Malagashes assert that the bird which laid those 
great eggs still exists, that it has an immense power of flight, and preys 
upon the greater quadrupeds. Indeed the continued existence of the 
bird has been alleged as late as 1861 and 1863 ! 

On the great map of Fra Mauro (1459) nea^ the extreme point 
of Africa which he calls //^ "and which is suggest! re of the 

Ca])e of Good Hope, but was really perhaps Caj^e Corrientes, there is a 
rubric inscribed with the following remarkable story : “ About the year 
of Our Lord 1420 a ship or Junk of India in crossing the Indian Sea was 
driven by way of the Islands of !Men and Women beyond the Cape of 
Diab, and carried between the Green Islands and the Darkness in a 
westerly and south-westerly direction for 40 tlays, without seeing any- 
thing but sky and sea, during which time they made to the best of their 
judgment 2000 miles. The gale then ceasing they turned back, and 
were 70 days in getting to the aforesaid Cape Diab. The ship having 
touched on the coast to supply its wants the mariners beheld there the 
egg of a certain bird called ChrochOy which egg was as big as a butt.* 
i\nd the bigness of the bird is .such that between the extremities of the 
wings is said to be 60 paces. They say too that it carries away an 
elephant or any other great animal with the greatest ease, and does great 
injury to the inhabitants of the country, and is most rai)id in its fliglit.” 

CL -St. -Hilaire considered the Aepyornis to be of the Ostrich flimily ; 
Prince C. Buonaparte classes it with the inepti or Dodos ; Duvemay of 
Valenciennes with aquatic birds 1 There was clearly therefore room for 
difference of opinion, and Professor Bianconi of Bologna, who has written 
much on the subject, concludes that it was most probably a bird of the 
vulture family. This would go far, he urges, to justify Polo’s account of 
the Rue as a bird of prey, though the story of its any large animal 
could have had no foundation, as the feet of the vulture kind are unfit 
for such efforts. Humboldt describes the habit of the condor of the 
Andes as that of worrying, wearying, and frightening its four-footed prey 
until it drops ; sometimes the condor drives its victim over a precipice. 

Bianconi concludes that on the same scale of proportion as the con- 

♦ ** De la grandeza de una bota (fan/ora.'^ The lowest estimate that I find of the 
Venetian anfor^ -makes it equal to about 108 imperial gallons, a little less than the 
English butti This seems intended. The ancient amphora would be more reasonable, 
])eing only 5*66 gallons. ' 
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dor’s, the great quills of the Aepyornis would be about lo feet long, and 
the spread of the wings about 32 feet, whilst the height of the bird would 
be at least four times that of the condor. These are indeed little more 
than conjectures. And I must add that in Professor Owen’s opinion 
there is no reasonable doubt that the Aepyornis was a bird allied to the 
Ostriches. 

We give, in the frontispiece of this volume, a drawing of the great 
Aepyornis egg in the British Museum of its true «ize, as the nearest 
approach we can make to an illustration of the Rukh from nature. 'J’he 
actual content of this egg will be about 2*35 gallons, which may be com- 
pared with Fra Mauro’s anforal Except in this matter of size, his story 
of the ship and the egg may be true. .. 

A passage from Temi>le’s Travels in Peru has been (juo^ed as ex- 
hibiting exaggeration in the description of the condor sur]>assing any- 
thing that can be laid to Polo’s charge here ; but that is, in fact, only 
somewhat heavy banter directed against our traveller’s own narrative. 
(See Travels in Various Parts of Pern ^ 1830, II. 4 14-4 17.) 

Sindbad’s adventures with the Rukh are too well known for quotation. 
'I'he story takes a peculiar form in the Travels of Rabbi Benjamin of 
Tudcla. He heard that when shij)s were in danger of being lost in the 
stormy sea that led to China the sailors were wont to sew themselves up 
in hides, and so when cast upon the surface they were snatched up by 
great eagles called gryphons, which carried their supposed prey ashore, 
&c. It is curious that this very story occurs in a Latin poem stated to 
be at least as old as the beginning of the 13th century, which relates the 
romantic adventures of a certain Duke Ernest df Bavaria ; whilst the 
story embodies more than one other adventure belonging to the History 
of Sindbad. 'I’he Duke and his comrades, navigating in some unknown 
ramification of the Euxine, fall within the fatal attraction of the ^lagnet 
Mountain. Hurried by this augmenting force, their ship is described 
as crashing through the rotten forest of masts already drawn to this 
doom : — 

“ Kt ferit iinpulsus majoris ver])ere monteni 
Quam si diplosas iiiipiiigat machina turres.'’ 

There they starve, and the dead are deposited on the lofty poop to be 
carried away by the daily visits of the gryphons : — 

“ Quae grifae membra leonis 

Et pennas aijuilae simulantes unguibus aliis 
Tollenles miscranda suis daut prandia \mllis.” 

When only the duke and six others survive, the wisest of the [larty 
suggests the scheme which Rabbi Benjamin has related : — 

“ Quaeramus tergora, ct armis 

Vestiti prius, optatis volvamur in ini'!, 

Ut nos tollentes mentita cadaveta Grifae 
Pullis ubjiciaiit, a queis facientibus armis 
Kt cute dissiita, nos, si volet, Ille Oeorum , 

Optimus eripiet.” 
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Whi^ ^eme is successfully carried out The watideitrs 
a raft on which they embark on a river which plunges into a caverii in 
the heart of a mountain ; and after a time they emerge in the country of 
Arimaspia inhabited by the Cyclops ; and so on. The Gryphon story 
also appears in the romance of Huon de Bordeaux. 

It is in the China Seas that Ibn Ratuta beheld the Rukh, first like 
a mountain in the sea where no mountain should be, and then “ when • 
the sun rose/* says the, “ we saw the mountain aloft in the air, and the 
clear sky between it and the sea. We were in astonishment at this, and 
I observed that the sailors were weeping and bidding each other adieu, 
so I called out, ‘ What is the matter ? ’ They replied, ‘ What we took for 
a mountain is “ the Rukh.” If it sees us, it will send us to destruction.* 
It was then some lo miles from the junk. But God Almighty was 
gracious unto us, and sent us a fair wind, which turned us from the 
direction in which the Rukh was ; so we did not see him weh enough to 
take cognizance of his real shape.” In this story we have evidently 
a case of abnormal refraction, causing an island to appear suspended in 
the air.* 

The Archipelago was perhaps the legitimate habitat of the Rukh, 
before circumstances localized it in the direction of Madagascar. In the 
Indian Sea, says Kazwini, is a bird of size so vast that when it is dead 
men take the half of its bill and make a ship of it ! And there too 
Pigafetta heard of this bird, under its Hindu name of Garuda^ so big that 
it could fly away with an elephant. Kazwini also says that the *Angka 
carries off an elephant as a hawk flies off with a mouse ; his flight is like 
the loud thunder. Whilom he dwelt near the haunts of men, and 
wrought them great mischief. But once on a time it had carried off 
a bride in her bridal array, and Hamdallah, the Prophet of those days, 
invoked a curse upon the bird. Wherefore the Lord banished it to an 
inaccessible Island in the Encircling Ocean. 

The Simurgh or ’Angka, dwelling behind veils of Light and Darkness 
on the inaccessible summits of Caucasus, is in I^ersian mysticism an 
emblem of the Almighty, 

In Northern Siberia the people have a firm belief in the former 
existence of birds of colossal size, suggested apparently by the fossil 
bones of great pachyderms which are so abundant there. And the com- 
pressed sabre-like horns of Rhinoceros Tichorinus are constantly called, 
even by Russian merchants, birdd claws. Some of the native tribes 
fancy the vaulted skull of the same rhinoceros to be the bird’s head, and 
the leg-bones of other pachyderms to be its quills; and they relate that 


* An intelligent writer, speaking of such effects on the same sea, says ; “ The 
boats floating on a calm sea, at a distance from the ship, were magnified to a great 
size ; the crew standing up in them appeared as masts or trees, and their arms in 
m^ion as the wings of windmilts ; whilst the surrounding islands (especially at their 
low and tapered extremities) seemed to be suspended in the air, some feet above the 
ocean’s level” {BennetCs Whaling Voyage, II. 71-72). 



forefathers used to fight wonderful battles with this bird. Erman 
ingeniously suggests that the Herodotean story of the Gryphons, 
mder which the Ariniaspians drew their gold, grew out of the legends 
about these fossils. 

I may add that the nam<^ of our rook in chess is taken from that of 
this same bird ; though first perverted from (Sansc.) rath a chariot. 

• (Bocharty Hierozoica, II. 852, seqq,; Maiudiy IV. 16; Mem, delV Acad, 
deir Instit, di Bologna^ III. 174, seqq,y V. 1 12, seqq, ; Z^^rla on Fra Maur >, 
p. 62; Lands Arabian NightSy Notes on Sindbad ; Benj, of Tud .a, 
p. 117; De Varia Fortuna Ernesti Bavariae Ducisy in Thesaurus Novus 
Anecdotorum of Martene and Durand, vol. III. col. 353, I, B.y IV. 
305 ) Giidem, p. 220 ; PigafeitOy p. 174 ; Major's Prince Ilcnr^y p. 31 1 ; 
ErmaUy II. 88 ; Garun de Tassyy La Poesie philos, &^c,y chez Ics Per sans y 
30, seqq,) 

Note <». — Sir Thomas Brown says that if any man will say he desires 
before belief to behold such a creature as is the Rukh in Paulus Venetus, 
for his own part he will not be angry with his incredulity. But M. 
Pauthier is of more liberal belief ; for he considers that, after all, the 
dimensions which Marco assigns to the wings and quills of the Ruhli 
are not so extravagant that we should refuse to admit their possibility. 

Ludolf will furnish him with corroborative evidence, that of Padre 
Bolivar a Jesuit, as communicated to TheVenot ; the assigned position 
will suit well enough with Marco’s report : “ I 1 ie bird condor differs in 
size in different parts of the world. The greater species was seen by 
many of the Portuguese in their expedition against the Kingdoms of 
Sofala and Cuama and the Land of the Caffres from Monomotapa to tlie 
Kingdom of Angola and the Mountains of Teroa. In some countries 
I have myself seen the wing-feathers of that enormous fowl, although 
the bird itself I never beheld. The feather in (luestion, as could be 
deduced from its form, was one of the middle ones, and it was 28 palms 
in length and three in breadth. The quill part, from the root to the 
extremity was 5 palms in length, of the thickness of an average man’s 
arm, and of extreme strength and hardness. The fibres of the feather 
were equal in length and closely fitted, so that they could scarcely be 
parted without some exertion of force ; and they were jet black, wdiilst 
the quill part was white. Those who had seen the bird stated that 
It was bigger than the bulk of a couple of elephants, and that hitherto 
nobody had succeeded in killing one. It rises to the clouds with such 
extraordinary swiftness that it seems scarcely to stir its wings. In form 
it is like an eagle. But although its size and swiftness are so extraordinary, 
it has much trouble in procuring food, on account of the density of the 
forests with which all that region is clothed. Its otvn dwelling is in 
cold and desolate tracts such as the Mountains of Teroa, />., of the 
Moon ; and in the valleys of that range it sliows itself at certain periods. 
Its black feathers are held in very high estimation, and it is with the 
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greatest difficulty that one can be got from the natives, for one such serves 
to fen ten people, and to keep oft' the terrible heat from them, as well 
a^ the wasps and flies.” {Ludolf. Hist Aeihiop. Comment, p. 164.) 

Abu Mahomed, of Spain, relates that a merchant arrived in Barbary 
who had lived long among the Chinese. He had with him the quill of 
a chick Riikh, and this held nine skins of water. He related the story 
of how he came by this, — a story nearly the same as one of Sindbad’s* 
about the RuklVs egg. {Boc/iart, II. 854.) 

Fr. Jordanus also says ; “ In this Imiia Tertia (Eastern Africa) are 
certain birds which are called Roc, so big that they easily carry an 
elephant up into the air. I have seen a certain iierson who said that he 
had seen one of those bi|ds, one wing only of which stretched to a length 
of 80 palrns ” (p. 42). 

I'he Japanese Encyclopoedia states that in the country of the Tsenj^szn 
in the S.W. Ocean, there is a bird called whicl> in its flight eclipses 

the sun. It can swallow a camel ; and its tjuills are used for water 
casks. This was probably got from the Arabs. Tscti^ssn seems to be 
ZinJ or Zanjibar, as Klaproth notes (/. As.^ ser. 2, tom. xii. 235-6). 

I should note that the Geog, Text in the first passage where the 
feathers are spoken of says : ‘‘ e ceqeje en vi voz liirai en autre Icu^por ce 
qe il convient ensi faire d uostre Uvre^^ — “ that whic'h I have seen of them 
I will tell you elsewhere, as it suits the arrangetjient of our book.” No 
such other detail is found in that text, but we have in Ranuisio this 
passage about the quill brought to the Great Kaan, and 1 suspect that 
the phrase, “as I have heard,” is an interpolation, and that Polo is here 
telling ce qe it en vit -What are we to make of the story ? I have some- 
times thought that possibly some vegetable jiroduction, such as a great 
frond of the Ravenala^ may have been cooked to pass as a Rukh’s quill. 

Note?. — The giraffes are an error. The Eng, Cyc, says that wild 
asses and zebras (?) do exist in Madagascar, but I cannot trace authority 
for this. 

The great boars’ teeth were indubitably hippopotamus-teeth, which 
form a considerable article of export from Zanzibar* (not Madagascar). 
Burton speaks of their reaching 12 lbs. in weight. And Cosmas tells us : 
“The hippopotamus I have not .seen indeed, but I had some great 
teeth of his that weighed thirteen pounds, which I sold here (in Alexandria). 
And I have seen many such teeth in Ethiopia and in Egypt.” (See 
J. R, G. S,, XXIX. 444; Cathay, p. clxxv.) 

* The name as pronounced seems to have been Zangihar (hard g), wliich polite 
.\rabic changed into Zanjibar, whence the I*ortuguese made Zanzibar, 
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•CHAPTER XXXIV. 

CONCERNtNU THK Isi-AND OF ZANUHIBAK. A WOKI> OH iNUIA 
, IN OF.NERAL. 

Zanghibak is a great and noble Island, with a compass of 
some 2000 miles.* The people are all Idolaters, and have 
a king and a language of their own, and pay tribute to 
nobody. They are both tall and stout^ but not taH in pro- 
portion to their stoutness, for if they were, being so stout 
and brawny, they would be absolutely like giants ; and they 
are so strong that they will carry for four men and eat for 
five. 

I’hey are all black, and go stark naked, with only a little 
covering for decency. Their hair is as black as pepper, and 
so frizzly that even with water you can scarcely straighten 
it. And their mouths are so large, their noses so turned 
up, their lips so thick, their eyes so big and bloodshot, that 
they look like very devils ; they are in, fact so hideously 
ugly that the world has nothing to show more horrible. 

Elephants are produced in this country in wonderful 
profusion. There are also lions that are black and quite 
different from ours. And their sheep and wethers are all 
exactly alike in colour; the body all white and the head 
black ; no other kind of sheep is found there, you may rest 
assured.* They have also many giraffes. This is a beauti- 
ful creature, and I must give you a description of it. Its 
body is short and somewhat sloped to the rear, for its hind- 
legs are short whilst the fore-legs and the neck are both very 
long, and thus its head stands about three paces from the 
ground. The head is small, and the animal is not at all 
mischievous. Its colour is all red and white in round spots, 
and it is really a beautiful object.* 

* * The women of this Islancf are the ugliest in the 
world, with their great mouths and big eyes anjl thick noses ; 
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their breasts too are four timei bigger than those of any 
other women ; a very disgusting sight. 

The people live on rice and flesh and milk and dates ; 
and they make wine of dates and oC rice and of good spices 
and sugar. There is a great deal of trade, and many mer- 
chants and vessels go thither. But the staple trade of the*" 
Island is in ele[?hants’ teeth, which are very abundant ; and 
they have also much ambergris, as whales are plentiful.'* 

They have among them excellent and valiant warriors, 
and have little fear of death. They have no horses, but 
fight mounted on camels and elephants. On the latter they 
set wooden castles which carry from ten to sixteen persons, 
armed with lances, swords, and stones, so that they fight to 
great purpose from these castles. They wear no armour, 
but carr}"^ only a shield of hide, besitles their swords and 
lances, and so a marvellous number of them fall in battle. 
When they are going to take an elephant into battle they 
ply him well with their wine, so that he is made half drunk. 
They do this because the drink makes him more fierce and 
bold, and of more service in battle.® 

As there is no more to say on this subject I will go 
on to tell you about the Great Province of Abash, which 
constitutes the Middle I.ndia; — but I must first say some- 
thing about India in general. 

' You must understand that in speaking of the Indian 
Islands we have described only the most noble provinces 
and kingdoms among them ; for no man on earth could 
give you a true account of the whole of the Islands of India. 
Still, what I have described are the best, and as it were the 
Flower of the Indies. For the greater part of the other 
Indian Islands that I have omitted are subject to those that 
I have described. It is a fact that in this Sea of India there 
are 12,700 Islands, inhabited and uninhabited, according 
to the charts and documents of experienced mariners who 
navigate that Indian S^a. 

India the Greater is that which extends from Ma- 
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abar to Kesmacorln ; and it contains 13 great kingdoms, 
of which we have described ten. These are all on the 
mainland. • 

India the Lesser extends from the Province of Champa 
to Mutfili, and contains eight great kingdoms. These 
are likewise all on the mainland. And neither of these 
numbers includes the Islands, among whicfi also there are 
very numerous kingdoms, as I have told you.^ 


Nom 1. — Zangtbar, “the Region of the Blacks,” known to the 
ancient*s Zingis and Zitigium, The name was apjdied by the Arabs, 
according to De Barros, to the whole stietch of coast from the Kilimanchi 
River, which seems to be the Jubb, to Cape Corrientes beyond the 
Southerr Tropic, />., as far as Arab traffic extended ; Burton says now 
from the Jubb to Cape Delgado. According to Abulfeda, the King of 
the Zinjis dwelt at Mombasa. In recent times the name is by Europeans 
almost appropriated to the Island on which resides a Sultan of the 
Maskat family. Our author’s “ Island ” has no reference to this ; it is an 
error simply. 

Our traveller’s information is here, I think, certainly at second hand, 
though no doubt he had seen the negroes whom he describes with such 
disgust, and apparently the sheep and the giraffes.* 

Note 2 . — These sheep are common at Aden, whither they are im- 
ported froj^ the ^posite African coast. They have hair like smooth 
goats, no wool, varthema also describes them (p. 87). In the Cairo 
Museum, among ornaments found in the mummy-pits there is a little 
figure of one of these sheep, the head and neck in some blue stone and 
the body in white agate {Note by Author of the sketch on next page). 

Note 3 . — K giraffe — made into a seraph by the Italians — had been 
frequently seen in Italy in the early part of the centur}% there being one 
in the train of the Emperor Frederic II. Another was sent by Bibars 
to the Imperial Court in 1261, and several to Barka Khan at Sarai in 
1263 ; whilst the King of Nubia was bound by treaty in 1275 to deliver 
to the Sultan three elephants, three giraffes, and five she-panthers 
{Kbtgton^ I. 471 j Makrisij I. 216 ; II. 106, 108). The giraft'e is some- 
times wrought in the patterns of medieval Saracenic damasks, and in 
Sicilian ones imitated from the former. Of these there are examples in 
the Kensington Collection. 

I here omit a passage about the elephc^t. It recounts an old and 
long persistent fable, exploded by Sir T. Brown, and indeed before him 
by the sensible Garcias da Horta. 
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Note 4 . — The port of Zanzibar is probably the chief ivory mart in 
the world. Ambergris is mentioned by Burton among miscellaneous 
exports, but it is not now of any conseciuence. Owen mentions it as 
brought for sale at Delagoa Bay in the south. 

Note 5 . — Mas’udi more correctly says : “ Tlie country abounds with 
wild elephants, but you don’t find a single tame one. The Zinjes em- 
ploy them neither in war nor otherwise, and if they hunt them ’tis only* 
to kill them ” (III.*;). It is difficult to conceive how Marco could have 
got so much false information. The only beast of burden in Zanzibar, 
at least north of Mozambique, is the ass. Hie particulars seem jumbled 
from various parts of Africa. The camel-riders suggest the Bgas of the 
Red Sea <'oast, of whom there were in Mas iidi’s time 30,000 warriors 
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SO mounted, and armed with lances and bucklers (III. 34). The 
elephant stories may have arisen from the occasional use of these 
animals by the Kings of Abyssinia. (See Note 4 to next chapter.) 

Note 6 . — An approximation to 12,000 as a round number seems to 
have been habitually used in reference to the Indian Islands; John of 
Montecorvino says they are many more than 12,000; Jordanus had 
heard that there were 10,000 inhabited, Linschoten says some esti- 
mated the Maldives at 11,100. And we learn from Pyrard de Lava! 
that the Sultan of the Maid ^es called himself Ibrahim Sultan of Thirteen 
Atollons (or coral groups) and of 12,000 Islands ! 'Phis is probably the 
origin of the proverbial number. Ibn Batuta, in his excellent account 
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of the Maldives, estimates them at only about 2000. I3ut Captain Owen, 
commenting on Pyrard, says that he believes the actual number of 
islands to be treble or fourfold of 1 2,000. {P, de Laval in Charton^ IV. 
255 ; /. B, IV. 40; /. B G. 5., II. 84.) 

Note 7. — The term “ India” became very vague from an early date. 
In fact Alcuin divides the whole world into three parts, Europe, Africa, 
^nd India. Hence it was necessary to discriminate different Indias ; 
but there is very little agreement among different# authors as to this 
discrimination. 

The earliest use that I, can find of the terms India Major and Minor 
is in the Liber Junioris Philosophi published by Hudson, and \vhich is 
believed to be translated from a Greek original of the mid^lle of the 
4th century. In this author India Minor adjoins Persia. 3o it does 
with Friar Jordanus. His India Minor api)ears to embrace Sind (pos- 
sibly Mekran), and the western coast exclusive of Malabar. India 
Major extends from Malabar indefinitely eastward. His India Tertia is 
Zanjibar. Conti divides India into three; (i) From Persia to the 
Indus Mekran and Sind) ; (2) From the Indus to the Ganges ; 
(3) All that is beyond Ganges (Indo-China and China). 

In a map of Andrea Bianco at Venice (No. 12) the divisions are — 
(i) India Minor, extending westward to the Persian Gulf; (2) India 
Media, ‘‘containing 14 negions and 12 nations and (3) India Superior, 
containing 8 regions and 24 nations. 

Marino Saniito places ininiediately east of the Persian Gulf “ India 
Minor quae et Ethiopia,''' 

John Marignolli again has three Indias; (i) Manzi or India Maxima 
(S. China) ; (2) Mynibar (Malabar) ; (3) Maabar. The last two with 
Guzerat are Abulfeda’s divisions, exclusive of Sind. 

We see that there was a traditional tendency to make out Three 
Indies, but little concord as to their identity. With regard to the 
expressions Greater and Lesser India, I would recall attention to what 
has been saitl about Greater and Lesser Java (supra,, chap. ix. note 1). 
Greater India was originally intended, I imagine, for the mr/ India, 
what our maps call Hindustan. And the threefold division, with its 
inclination to place one of the Indies in Africa, I think may have 
originated with the Arab Hind, Sind, and Zinj, I may add that our 
vernacular expression “ the Indies ” is itself a vestige of the twofold or 
threefold division of which we have been speaking. 

Polo’s knowledge of India, as a whole, is so little exact, that it is 
too indefinite a problem to consider which are the three kingdoms that 
he has not described. The ten which he has described appear to be — 
(i) Maabar, (2) Coilum, (3) Coniari, (4) Eli, (5) Malabar, (6) Guzerat, 
(7) Tana, (8) Canbact, (9) Semenat, (10) Kesmacoran. On the one 
hand this distribution in itself contains serjpus misapprehensions, as we 
have seen, and on the other there must have been many dozens of king- 
doms in India Major instead of 13, if such states ^s Comari, Hili, 



36 o MARCO POLO. BOOK III. 

and Somnath were to be separately counted. Probably it was a common 
sa3dng that there were 12 kings in India, and the fact of his having 
himself described so many, which he knew did not nearly embrace the 
whole, may have made Polo convert this into 13. ' Jordanus says : “ In 
this Greater India are 12 idolatrous kings^and more;” but his Greater 
India is much more extensive than Polo’s. Those which he names are 
Molebar (probably the kingdom of the 2 ^morin of Calicut), Singuylk 
(Cranganor), Columbum (Quilon), Molephatan (on the east coast, un- 
certain), Sylen (C8ylon), Java^ three or four kings, Telcnc (Polo’s 
Muthli), Maratha (Deogir), Batigala (in Canara), and in Champa (appa- 
rently all Indo-China) many kings. According to Firishta there were 
about a dozen important principalities in India at the time of the Mahom- 
medan ccmquest, of which he mentions eleven^ viz., (i) Kanauj\ (2) 
Mirat (or Dehli), (3) Mahdvan (Mathra), (4) Lahore^ (5) Matwa, ( 6 ) 
Guzerat,{^) Ajmir^ (8) Gwalior^ (9) Katinjar^ (10) Multdfiy (ii) Ujjaitu 
" {Rittevy V. 535.) This omits Bengal, Orissa, and all the Deccan. 
Twelve is a round number which constantly occurs in such statements. 
Ibn Batuta tells us there were 12 princes in Malabar alone. Ghinghiz, 
in Sanang-Setzen, speaks of his vow to subdue the bivelve kings of the 
human race (91). Certain figures in a temple at Anhilwara in Guzerat 
are said by local tradition to be the effigies of the twelve great kings of 
Europe. {TodiPs Travels y p. 107.) 

The ^fasdlah-aPAbsdr of Shihabuddin Dimishki, written some forty 
years after Polo’s book, gives a list of the provinces into which India 
was then considered to be divided. It runs — (i) Behliy (2) Dewaglry 
(3) Multany (4) Kehriyi (?), (5) Sdmdn •(Samdnay N.W. of Dehli?), (6) 
Siwastdn (Sehwdn), (7) Ujah (Uchh), (8) Hasi (Hansi), (9) Sarsati 
(Sirsa), (10) Mdbary (ii) Tilinky (12) Gujeraty (13) Baddthiy (14) Audhy 
(15) Kanauj, (16) Laknaoti (Upper Bengal), (17) Bahdvy (18) Karrdli 
(intheDoab), (19) Maldwa (Mdlwa), {20) La/iaur, (21) Gwalior y (22) 
Jdjnagar (according to Elphinstonc, Tipura in Bengal), (23) Tilinj (a 
repetition or error), (24) Diirsamand (Dwara Samudra, the kingdom of 
the BelMls in Mysore.) Neither Malabar nor Orissa are accounted for. 
(See Not, et Ext, XIII. 170.) 


CHAPTER XXXV. 

Treating of the Great Province of Abash which is Middle 
India, and is on the Main Land. 

Abash is a very great Province, and ypu must know that 
it constitutes the Middle India ; and it is on the main 
Jand. There 'are in it six great Kings with six great 
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Kingdoms ; and of these six Kings there are three that 
are Christians and three that are Saracens ; but the greatest 
of all the six is ^ Christian, and all the others are subject 
to him.* 

The Christians in this country bear three marks on the 
^ace ;* one from the forehead to the middle of the nose, 
and one on either cheek. These marks are made with a 
hot iron, and form part of their baptism ; for after that 
they have been baptis*ed with water, these three marks are 
made, partly as a token of gentility, and partly, as the 
completion of their baptism. There are also Jews in 
the country and these bear two marks, one on either cheek ; 
and the Saracens have but one, to wit, on the forehead 
extending halfway down the nose. 

The Great King lives in the middle of the country ; 
the Saracens towards Aden. St. Thomas the Apostle 
preached in this region, and after he had converted the 
people he went awky to the province of Maabar where 
he died ; and there his body lies, as I have told you in a 
former place. 

The people here are excellent soldiers, and they go on 
horseback, for they have horses in plenty. Well they may ; 
for they are in daily war with the Soldan of Aden, and 
with the Nubians, and a variety of other nations.’ I will 
tell you a famous story of what befel in the year of 
Christ, 1288. 

You must know that this Christian King, who is the 

Lord of the Province of Abash, declared his intention to 
♦ 

go on pilgrimage to Jerusalem to adore the Holy Sepulchre 
of Our Lord God Jesus Christ the Saviour. But his Barons 
said that for him to go in person would be to run too 
great a risk; and they recommended him to send some 
bishop or prelate in his stead. So the King assented to 
the counsel which ^his Barons gave, and despatched a 
certain Bishop of his, a man of very holy life. The Bishop 
then departed and travelled by land and by sea till he 
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arrived at the Holy Sepulchre, and there he paid it such 
honour as Christian man is bound to do, and presented a 
great offering on the part of his King who had sent him 
in his own stead. 

And when he had done all that behoved him, he set 
out again and travelled day by day till he got to Adenf 
Now that is a* Kingdom wherein Christians are held in 
great detestation, for the people are all Saracens, and 
their enemies unto the death. So "when the Soldan of 
Aden heard that this man was a Christian and a Bishop, 
and an envoy of the Great King of Abash, he had him 
seized and demanded of him if he were a Christian ? To 
this the Bishop replied that he was a Christian indeed. 
The Soldan then told him that unless he w'ould turn to 
the Law of Mahommet he should work him great shame 
and dishonour. The Bishop answered that they might 
kill him ere he would deny his Creator. 

When the Soldan heard that he waxed wroth, and 
ordered that the Bishop should be circumcised. So they 
took and circumcised him after the manner of the Saracens. 
And then the Soldan told him that he had been thus put 
to shame in despite to the King his master. And so they 
let him go. 

The Bishop was sorely cut to the heart for the shame 
that had been wrought him, but he took comfort because 
it had befallen him in holding fast by the Law of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ ; and the Lord God would recompense his 
soul in the world to come. 

So when he was healed he set out and travelled by 
land and by sea till he reached the King his Lord in the 
Kingdom of Abash. And when the King beheld him, he 
welcomed him with great joy and gladness. And he asked 
him all about the Holy Sepulchre ; and the Bishop related 
all about it truly, the King listening the while as to a most 
holy matter in all faith. But when the Bishop had told 
all about Jerusalem, he then related the outrage done on 
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him by the. Solda^ 6f‘A.Ueh .ih. the King’s despite. Great 
was thd King’s wra^h and-^ef when- he heard that; and it 
so disturbed him ihat h? was like to die of vexation. And 
at length his wot;ds waxed so loud that all those round 
about could h^ar what he was saying. vowed that he 
would ftever ’wear crown or hold kingdom if he took not 
such condign vengeance on the Soldan df Aden that all 
the world -should ring therewithal, even until the insult 
had been well and thoroughly redressed. 

And what shall I say of it ? He straightway caused the 
array of his horse and foot to be mustered, and great 
numbers of elephants with castles to be prepared to accom- 
pany them and when all was ready he set out with his 
army and advanced till he entered the Kingdom of Aden 
in great force. The Kings of this province of Aden were 
well aware of the King’s advance against them, and went to 
encounter him at the strongest pass on their frontier, with 
a great force of armed men, in order to bar the enemy from 
entering their territory. When the King arrived at this 
strong pass where the Saracens had taken post, a battle 
began, fierce and fell on both sides, for they were very 
bitter against each other. But it came to pass, as it 
pleased our Lord God Jesus Christ, that the Kings of the 
Saracens, who were three in number, could not stand 
against the Christians, for they are not such good soldiers 
as the Christians are. So the Saracens were defeated, and 
a marvellous number of them slain, and the King of Abash 
entered the Kingdom of Aden with all his host. The 
Saracens made various sallies on them in the narrow defiles, 
but it availed nothing ; they were always beaten and slain'. 
And when the King had greatly wasted and destroyed the 
kingdom of his enemy, and had remained in it more than 
a month with all his host, continually slaying the Saracens, 
and ravaging their lands (so that great numbers of them 
perished), he thought it time to returli to his own kingdom, 
which he could now do with great honour. ^ Indeed he 

VOL. II. a B 
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could tarry no longer, nor could he, as he was aware, do 
more injury to the enemy ; for he would have had to force 
a way by still stronger passes, where, in the narrow defiles, a 
handful of men might cause him heavy loss. So he quitted 
the enemy’s Kingdom of Aden and began to retire. And 
he with his host got back to their own country of Abash 
. in great triumph and rejoicing ; for he had well avenged 
the shame cast on him and on his Bishop for his sake. 
For they had slain so many Saracens, and so wasted and 
harried ^he land, that ’twas something to be astonished at. 
And in sooth ’twas a deed well done ! For it is not to be 
borne that the dogs of Saracens should lord it over good 
Christian people ! Now you have heard the story.* 

I have still some particulars to tell you of the same 
province. It abounds greatly in all kinds of victual ; and 
the people liv'e on flesh and rice and milk and sesame. 
They have plenty of elephants, not that they are bred in 
the country, but they are brought from the Islands of the 
other India. They have however many girafles, which are 
produced in the country; besides bears, leopards, lions in 
abundance, and many other passing strange beasts. They 
have also numerous wild asses ; and cocks and hens the 
most beautiful that exist, and many other kinds of birds. 
For instance they have ostriches that are nearly as big as 
asses ; and plenty of beautiful parrots, with apes of sundry 
kinds, and baboons and other monkeys that, have counte- 
nances all but human.® 

'' There are numerous cities and villages in this'province 
of Abash, and many merchants for there is much trade 
to be done, there. The people also manufacture very fine 
buckrams and other cloths of cpttoh. 

There is no more to say on the subject ; so, now let ,us 
go forward and tell you of the province of Aden. . 


. Note 1. — Abash (Abasce) is a close enough representation of the 
Arabic HMsh^ i.e., Abyssinia. He gives as an 'alternative title Middle 
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India. I am not aware that the term India is applied to Abyssinia by 
any Oriental (Arabic or Persian) writer, and one feels curious to know 
where our Traveller got the appellation. We find nearly the same 
application of the teiln in Benjamin of Tudela : a 

“ Eight days from thence is Middle India, which is Aden, and in 
Scripture Eden in Thelasar. This country is very mountainous, and 
i^contains many independent Jews who are not subject to the power of 
the Gentiles, but possess cities and fortresses on the summits of the 
mountains, from whence they descend into the country of Maatum, with 
which they are at war. Maatum, called also Nubia, is a Christian king- 
dom and the inhabitants are called Nubians,” &c. (p, 117). Here the 
Rabbi seems to transfer Aden to the west of the Red Sea (as Polo also 
seems to do in this chapter) ; for the Jews warring against Nubian Chris- 
tians must be sought in the Falasha strongholds among the mountains 
of Abyssinia. His Middle India is therefore the same as Polo*s or nearly 
so. In Jordanus, as already mentioned, we have India Tertia, which 
combines some characters of Abyssinia and Zanjibar, but is distinguished 
from the Ethiopia of Prester John, which adjoins it. 

But for the occurrence of the name in R. Benjamin I should have 
supposed the use of it to have been of European origin and current at 
most among Oriental Christians and Frank merchants. The Europmn 
confusion of India and^ Ethiopia comes down from VirgiPs time, who 
brings the Nile from India. And Servius (4th century) commenting on 
a more ambiguous passage — 

“ Sola India mgram 

Fcrt ebemtm^'* • 

says explicitly ^^fndiam omnetn plagam yEthiopivs, accepimusi The Eccle- 
siastical Historians Sozomen and Socrates (I take these ci&tions, like 
the last, from Ludolf), in relating the conversion of the Abyssinians by 
Frumentius, speaks of them only as of the *Iv8wv tw ^8or^(i>, “ Interior 
Indians,” a phrase intended to imply remoter, but which might perhaps 
give rise to the term Middle India. . St. Epiphanius (end of 4th century) 
says India was formerly divided into nine kingdoms, viz., those of the 
(i) Alabastri,{ 2) Homer Uae, (3) Azumifi, and Duliks, (4) Bugaei, (5) 
Taiani, (6) Isabeni, and sp on, several of wl^jch are manifestly provinces * 
subject to Abyssinia,* and possibly all. Roger Bacon speaks of the 
“ Ethiopes de Nubii et ultimi illi gni vocaniur Indi, propter approxl 
mationem ad Indiatnl' The term India Minor is applied to some 
Ethiopic region in a letter which occurs in Matthew Paris under 
1237. And this confusion which prevailed more or less till the i6th 
century was at the bottom of that other confusion, whatever be its exact 
history, between^ Prester John in remote Asia and Prester John in 
Abyssinigi. In fact the narrative l)y Damian de Goes of the Embassy 

’V* 

* Thus (a) the Homeritae of Yemen, (3> the people of Axum, and Adulis or Zulla, 

(5) the Bugaei or Bejahs of the Red Sea coast, (6) Taiani or Tiamo, appear in Salt’s 
Axum Inscription as shbject to the King of Axum in the middle ofthe 4th century. • 

>1 . * . 2 , B 2 



$um of AJbyss^ to Porfit^' is 

Aotimp ia 1533, bears the title ** Z^/a^'^Masgiti Indontm /Wf 

. {Ludq^t .Comment, p. 2 utd >5-76 ; B^hemha. de OenriUbi^ 
p: is ; B. Batony Ofus Majusy^. 148; dCoB. Fearts, p. 37*;) ", 

Note 2 .*-^The allegation against the Abyssinian Christians, some* 


times extended to the whole Jacobite Church, that they accompanied; 
the rite of Baptism by branding with a hot iron on the face, is pretty old** 
and persistent. t 

The letter quoted from Matt. Paris ih the preceding note relates of 
the Jacobite Christians ^^who occupy the king^doms between Nubia and 
India,” that some of them brand the foreheads of their children before' 
Baptism ^ith a hot iron ” (p. 30a). A quaint Low German account of 
the East, in a MS. of the 14th century, tells of the Christiai^ of India 
that when a Bishop ordains a priest he fires him with a sharp and hot 
iron from the forehead down the nose, and the ,scar of this #6und' 
abides till the day of his death. And this they do for a token ' tHltt the- 
Holy Ghost came on the Apostles with fire. Frescobaldi says those 
called the Christians of the Girdle were the sect which baj^rized by. 
branding on the head and temples. Clavijo says there is such a sect 
aniong the Christians of India, but they are despised by the rest. ' Bar- 
bosa, speaking of the Abyssinians, has this passage : According to what* 
is said, their baptism is threefold, viz., by blood, by fire, and by water. 
For they use circumcision like the Jews, they brand on the forehead 
wiA a hot iron, and they baptize with water like Catholic Christians.’* 
The respectable Pierre Belon speaks of the Christians of Prester John, 
called Abysrinians, as' baptized with fife and branded in three places,. 
1.^., between the eyes and on either cheek. Ariosto, referring to the 
Emperor ^ Ethiopia, has : — 


“ Cli Bf non piglio errore^ in qnesto fyeo • * 

Ove al boUtesimo loro usano il /noco.'"* ‘ ' 

Af late as 1819 the traveller Dupr^ published the same statement^about 
tlte Jacobites generally. And so sober and learqed a man as Assjsjn^bi,-. 
nself an Oriental, says : “.^thiopes vero, seu Abissini,. praeter circum- 
pnem adhibent etiam ferrum candens, quo pueris hotam muruqt” : 

[ Yet LUdolfs Abyssinian friend, Abba Gregoiy, .denied that there 
y such pr^tice^among them. Ludolf says it is the ciMtom of varipu^ 
idsn trib^ both Pagan and Mussulman, to cauterijte their^clil^eUf 
iriitbe. VeiM gfriic temples, in order to inure them agsdnst, cold^ 
thit thi^ m-actised by some Abyssinians, was taken for a retigiQUil 
rite. In spite of ^he terms>^“ Pagan and Mussulman,” I suspect 
Hcrodotuk^fSis thif^ authority for this practice. He stat^ that mefiyloi 
nomad their children reached the ag^ of 

. to burh the veins at tqp of the head with a fiock bf uifool; , 

^bumed'^the veijA ibe tmpl^ And this they^^d, :he says,:^td^^ 

. preYent"^thW)>l^ing tifoiShled with rheum in after life, , -i? 





OF AFltfeAW.^tEFHANTS' m WAR, 

demftsi that the brafad^g had aught to do; 

‘‘• but only to observe ^lomoVs custom of marking his 
thfe' ]^mg of. Erf^iopja timing* t6 be descended from him.** 
^d it is remarkable tha!t l^lr mentions that most of the people of 
Dbcfiii had a cross marked branded) on the breast, right arm, Or \ 

forehead. This he elsewhere explains as a mark of their attachment to 
the ancient metropolitan church of Axum, and he supposes that such a 
practice inay have originated^ the stories of fire-bapfism. And we find -j 
it stated in Marino Sanuto that “some of the Jacobites and Syrians wAo 
bad crosses branded m ikeni said this was done for the destruction of the 
Pagans, and Out of reverence to the Holy Rood.” Matthew Paris, com- 
menting on the letter quoted above, says that many of the^Jacobites 
bifore bapHstn brand their children on the forehead with a hot iron, 
whilst others brand a cross upon the cheeks or temples. He had seen 
such marks also on* the arms of both Jacobites and Syrians who dwelt 
among, the Saracens. It is clear, from Salt, that such branding was prac- 
tfsed^by.^ny AbysiSinians, and that to a recent date, though it may have 
J)een entirely detached from baptism. 

{Orknfund Occident, Gottingen, 1862, 1 . 453 ; Frescob. 114; Clavijo, 
163; Ramus. I. f. 290, v., f. 184] Marin. Sanut 185, and III. pt 
viii. ch. iv. • Clusius, Exotica, pt. iu p. 142 ; Or/and, Fur. XXXIII. st. 
102 ; Voyage en Perse, ddns les AnnSes 1807-9 ; Assemani, II. c ; Ludolf, 
HI. 6, § 41 ; Salt, in Valeniids Trav. II. p. 505, and his Second Journey, 
French Tr., 11 . 219 ; A/; Part 's, p. 373.) * 

Note 3 . — It is pretty clear frbm what follows (is Marsden and others 
have noted) that the narrative requires us to conceive of the Sultan of 
Aden as dominant over the territory between Abyssinia and the sea, or 
what was in former days called Adel, between which and Aden confusion 
seems to have been made. I have noticed in note 1 the appearance of 
this confusion in R. Benjamin ; arid I may add that also in the Map of 
Marino Sanuto Aden is represented on the western shore of the Red Sea. . 
But is it not possible that in the origin of the Mahommedan States of 
Adel the Sultan of Aden had 'some power over them ? For we find in 
the acpount of the correspondence between the King of Abyssinia and 
Sultan Bibars, quoted in the next note but one, that die Abyssinian 
letters and presents for Egypt were sent to the Sultan of Yemen or Aden 
to be forwarded. 

: Note 4 .— This passage is not ^thoritative enough to justify us in 
believing that the medieval Abyssinians or Nubians,did use elephants in 
for. Marco has already erred iri ascribing that practice to the Blacks 

ofZanjiW* 

there can indeed be no doubt that elephants from the countries on 
^e west 6f‘the Red Sea. were caught. an(f tamed and used for war, 
ii^tematically and oh a great scde, by the second and third^olemies, 
attd the latter (Euergetes) has commemorated this, and'his^wn use of 
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Tro^odytic and Ethiopic elephants, and the fact of their encountering 
the elephants of India, in the Adulitic Inscription recorded by Cosmas. 

This author however, who wrote about a.d. 545, and had been at the 
Court of Axum, then in its greatest prosperity, says distinctly : “ The 
Ethiopians do not understand the art of taming elephants ; but if their 
King should want one or two for show they catch them young, and 
bring them up in captivity.** Hence, when we find a few years later 
s. (a.d. 570) that thfcre was one great elephant, and some say thirteen 
elephants,* employed in the army which Abraha the Abyssinian Ruler of 
Yemen led against Mecca, an expedition famous in Arabian history as 
the War of the Elephant, we are disposed to believe that these must 
have been elephants imported from India. There is indeed a notable 
statement quoted by Ritter, which if trustworthy would lead to another 
conclusion : “ Already in the 20th year of the Hijra (a.d. 640) had the 
Nubas and Bejas hastened to the help of the Greek Christians of Oxy- 

rhynchus {Bahnasa of the Arabs) against the first invasion of the 

Mahommedans, and according to the exaggerated representations of the 
Arabian Annalists, the army which they brought consisted of 50,000 men 
and 1300 war-elephants'" \ The Nubians certainly must have tamed 
elephants on some scale down to a late period in the middle ages, for 
elephants, — in one case three annually, — fonned a frequent part of the 
tribute paid by Nubia to the Mahommedan' sovereigns of Egypt at 
least to the end of the 13th century, but the passage quoted is too 
isolated to be accepted without corroboration. The only approach to 
such a corroboration that I know of is a statement by Poggio in the 
matter appended to his account of Conti’s Travels. He there repeats 
some information derived from the Abyssinian envoys who visited Pope 
Eugenius IV. about 1440, and one of his notes is : “ They have elephants 
very large and in great numbers; some kept for ostentation or pleasure, 
some as useful in war. They are hunted ; the old ones killed, the young 
ones taken and tamed.” And the facts which this may have referred to 
probably amounted to no more than what Cosmas had stated. I believe 
no trustworthy authority since the Portuguese discoveries confirms the 
use of the elephant in Abyssinia and Ludolf, whose information was 
excellent, distinctly says that the Abyssinians did not tame them. 
{Cathay^ p. clxxxi ; Qnat^ Mem, sur r£gypte, II. 98, 113; India in 
X 7 f, cent, 37 ; Ludolf^ I. 10, 32 ; Armandi^ H, Militaire des £lkphants^ 
P- 547 -) * 

Note 5 . — To the tenth century at least the whole coast country of 
the Red Sea, from near Berbera probably to Suakin, was still subject to 

* Muir's Life of Mahomet^ I. cclxiii. 

t Hitter, Africa, p. 605. The statement appears to l)e taken from Burckhardfs 
Nubia, but the reference is nofr quite clear. ^There is nothing about this army in 
Quatrem^rc's M//n, sur la Nubie {Alim, sur lEgypte, vol. ii.). 

X Armtt^i iqdeed quotes a statement from a Spaniard, Marmot, who travelled 
(he says) ii^.bys(dnia in the beginning of the i6th century ; but the passage seems 
evidently borrowed from our traveller’s .statement a 1 x)ut Zanjibar {supra, p, 356). 



Chap. XXXV. CHRONOLOGY OF THE ABYSSINIAN STORY. 369 

Abyssinia. At thjj time we hear only of “ Musalman families ” residing 
in Zaila’ and the other ports, and tributary to the Christians (see Mas^udL 
in. 34). 

According to Bruce’s abstract of the Abyssinian chronicles, the royal 
line was superseded in the roth century by Falasha Jews, then by other 
Christian families, and three centuries of weakness and disorder suc- 
•ceeded. In 1268, according to Bruce’s chronology, Icon Amlac of the 
House of Solomon, which had continued to rule in Shoa, regained thp 
empire, and was followed by seven other princes whose reigns come 
down to 1312. The history of this period is very obscure, but Bruce 
gathers that it was marked by civil wars, during which the Mahommedan 
communities that had by this time grown up in the coast-country became 
powerful and expelled the Abyssinians from the sea-ports. Inland pro- 
vinces of the low country also, such as Ifat and 13awaro, had fallen under 
Mahommedan governors, whose allegiance to the Negush, if not re- 
nounced, had become nominal. 

One of the principal Mahommedan communities was called Adel, the 
name, according to modern explanation, of the tribes now called Da- 
ndkfl. The capital of the Sultan of Adel was according to Bruce at 
Aussa, some distance inland from the port of Zaila’, which also belonged 
to Adel. 

Amda Zion, who succeeded to tjie Abyssinian throne, according to 
Bruce’s chronology, in 1312, two or three years later, provoked by the 
Governor of Ifat, who had robbed and murdered one of his Mahommedan 
agents in the Lowlands, descended on Ifat, inflicted severe chastisement 
on the oftenders, and removed'^the governor. A confederacy was then 
formed against the Abyssinian King by several of the Mahommedan States 
or chieftainships, among which Adel is conspicuous. Bruce gives a long 
and detailed account of Amda Zion’s resolute and successful campaigns 
against this confederacy. It bears a strong general resemblance to 
Marco’s narrative, always excepting the story of the Bishop, of which 
Bruce has no trace, and always admitting that our traveller has con- 
founded Aden w'ith Adel. 

But the chronology is obviously in the way of identification of the 
histories. Marco could not have related in 1298 events that did not 
occur till 1315-16. Mr. Salt however, in his version of the chronology, 
not only puts the accession of Amda Zion eleven years earlier than 
Bruce, but even then has so little confidence in its accurq,py, and is so 
much disposed to identify the histories, that he suggests that the Abyssi- 
nian dates should be carried back further still by some 20 years, on the 
authority of the narrative in our text M. Pauthier takes a like view. 

I was for some time much disposed to do likewise, but after examin- 
ing the subject more minutely, I am obliged to reject this view, and to 
abide by Bruce’s Chronology. To elucidate this I must exhibit the 
whole list of the Abyssinian Kings from the restoration of the line of 
Solomon to the middle of the i6th century, at which period JBruce finds 
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a c^eck to lii6 chronology in the record of a solar ecljpse. The d^rono- 
Idgies have been extract^ independently by Bruce, Ruppell, and Salt ; 
thp latter using a different version of the^ Annals /rom the other two. 
I set down all three. 


Bruce. 

ROppell. 

' Salt. 


Reigns. 

« » 

' Duration 
i of rei^. 

Dates. 

Duration 
of reign. 

! 

Reigns. 

Duration 
of reign. 

- • 

Pates, 


..i 


1268 — 1283 


s 




*•] 



Wondein Arad . . . 
Kiidfna Asgud . . . 


1269—1284 

1283 — 1292 

Bahar 5)egued . 

*• 1 



) ’ 

TzenafT , , 

•• 1 




9 • • • • 

> 3 

1284 — 1287 

Jan , , . 

Hazeb Araad ^ 
Kedem Segued 


5 

1292 — 1279 

5 

Sitifa y . 

> Bar yy ... 

Igba Zion 

S 

5 

9 

1287 — 1292 
X292 — 1301 

Wedem Arad . . 

. . ; 

*5 

1207 — ni2 

15 


Amda Zion .... 


30 

1312—1342 


.. 

30 

1301— 1331 

Saif Arad 


28 

1342— 1370 

28 


28 

1331 — 1359 

Wedem Asferi . 


to 

1370 — 138-» 

1 to 1 


10 

1359— *369 

David 11 


29 

13S0— 1400 

29 


3* 

13^9 — 1401 

Iheodorus .... 
Isaac 


3 

1409 — 1412 

1 14*2 — 1429 

3 1 

15 1 

:: :: 

1 

t c 

1401 — 1402 

Andreas 



i 1429 

i "A 

! ;; ;; 

7 1 

^ *4»7— »434 

Haseb Xanya . 


4 

: *429—* 433 

1 4 


5 

^ 1424— *4*9 

Sarwe Ya‘iiis . , 
Ameda Vasus . . 

::i 

'A 

1433-1434 

I 

1 

5 

1429—1434 

Zara Jacob .... 


34 

1414— >4f'8 

j 34', 1 

1 

34 

*434— *468 

Beda Mariam . 

::} 

10 ! 

! 1468 — 1478 

10 1 

.. .. 

10 

1468 — 1478 

Iskander 

Ameda Zion . . . 

; 

1478—1495 

1 


x6 

1478—1494 

Naod 


*3 i 

1495—1508 

*3 

.. * .. 

*3 

1494—1507 

David 111 


32 ! 

1508—1540 1 

! ! 


3* 

1507—1539 

Claudius 


• • 1 

1540 i 

: i 

.. 



Bruce checks his chronology by an eclipse which took place in 1553, 
and which the Abyssinian chronicle assigns to the 13th year of Claudius. 
'Phis alone would be scarcely satisfactory as a basis for the retrospective 
control of reigns extending through nearly three centuries ; but we find 
some ofher checks. 

Thus in Quatrembre’s Makrizi we find a correspondence between 
Sultan Bibars and the King of Habasha, or of Amhara, Afa/tar Amlak, 
which occurred in a.h. 672 or 673, />. a.d. 1273-74. This would fall 
within the reign of Icon Amlac according to Bruce’s chronology, but 
not according to Salt’s, and d fortiori not according to any chronology 
throwing the reigns further back still. 

In Quatrem^re’s we find another notice of a letter which came 

to the Sultan of Egypt from the King of Abyssinia, Iakba Siun, in Ra- 
madhan 68^ />., in the end of a.d. 1289. 

Again, this is perfectly consistent with Bruce’s order and dates, but 
not wkh Salt’s. 

The same work contains a notice of an inroad on the Mussulman 
territory of Assuan by David (II.) the son of Saif Arad, in the year 783 
(a.d. 1381-2). 

In Rink’s translation o^ a work of Makrizi’s it is stated that this 
same King David died in a.h. 812, />., a.d. 1409 ; that he was succeeded 
by Theodorus, whose reign was very brief, and he again by Isaac, who 
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died in Dhulkada 833, Le.^ July-Augusf 1430. These date's in close 6r 
substantial agreement with Bruce’s chronology^ but not at all with Salt’s 
or any chronology throwing the reigns further back. Makrizi goes on 
10* say that Isaac was succeeded by Andreas who reigned only 4 months, 
and then by Hazbana who dted in Ramadhan 834, />., May-june, 1431. 
This last date does not agree, but we are now justified in suspecting an 
•error in the Hijra date,* whilst the 4 months' reign ascribed to Andreas 
shows that Salt again is wrong in extending it to 7 y 9 ars^ and Bruce pre^ 
sumably right in making it 7 months. 

These coincidences segm to me sufficient to maintain the substantial 
accuracy of Bruce’s chronology, and to be fatal to the identification of 
Marco’s story with that of the wars of Amda Zion. The genial identity 
in the duration of reigns as given by Riippell shows that Bruce did not 
tamper with these. It is remarkable that in Makrizi’s report of the 
letter of Igba Zion in 1289 very year when according to the text 
this anti-Mahommedan war was going on), that Prince tells the Sultan 
that he is a protector of the Mahommedans in Abyssinia, acting in that 
respect quite differently from his Father 7 aho had been so hostile to them. 

I suspect therefore that Icon Amlak must have been the true hero of 
Marco’s story, and that the date must be thrown back, probably to 1278. 

RiippeU is at a loss to understand where Bruce got the long story of 
Amda Zion’s heroic defeds, which enters into extraordinary detail, em- 
bracing speeches after the manner of the Roman historians and the like, 
and occupies some 60 pages in the (French) edition of Bruce which I 
have been using. The German traveller could find no trace of this 
story in any of the versions of tlie Abyssinian chronicle which he con- 
sulted, nor was it known to a learned Abyssinian whom he names. 
Bruce himself says that the story which he has “ a little abridged and 
accommodated to our manner of writing, was derived from a work written 
in very pure Gheez, in Shoa, under the reign of Zara Jacob and though 
it is probable that his amplifications outweigh his abridgments, we cannot 
doubt that he had an original groundwork for his narrative. 

The work of Makrizi already quoted speaks of seven kingdoms in 
Zaila’ (here used for the Mahommedan low country) originally tributary 
to the Hati (or Negush) of Amhara, ^iz., Aufat^ DatvarOy Arababni, 
Hadiahy Shirha, Bali, Darah. Of these Ifat, Dawaro, and Hadiah 
repeatedly occur in Bruce’s story of the w^ar. Bruce also tells us that 
Amda Zion, when he removed Hakeddin the Governor of Ifat, who had 
murdered his agent, replaced him by his brother Sabreddin. Now^ we 
find in Makrizi that about a.h. 700, the reigning governor of Aufat under 
the Hati was Sabreddm Mahomed Valahui ; and that it was ’Ali the son 
of this Sabreddin who l&rst threw off allegiance to the Abyssinian King, 
then Saif Arad (son of Amda Zion). The latter displaces ’Ali and gives 
the government to his son Ahmed. After Vcwious vicissitudes Hakeddin, 


• 834 for 836. 
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the son of Ahmed, obtains the mastery in Aufat, defeats Saif Arad com- 
pletely, and founds a city in Shoa called Vahal, which superseded Aufat 
or Ifat. Here the Sabreddin of Makrizi appears# to be identical with 
Amda Zion’s governor in Bruce’s story, whilst the Hakeddins belong to two 
diflferent generations of the same family. * But Makrizi does not notice 
the wars of Amda Zion any more than the Abyssinian Chronicles notice 
the campaign recorded by Marco Polo. 

^ {BrucCy vol. IIB and vol. IV., pp. 23-90, and Saifs Second Journey to 
Abyssinia, II. 270, &c. ; both these are quoted from French versions 
which are alone available to me, the former by Casfera, Londres, 1790, 
the latter by P. Henry, Paris, 1816; Fr. Th, Rink^ Al Macrisi, Hist 
Rerum Islamiticarum in Abyssinia, &c., Lugd. Bat. 1798 ; Riippell, Dis- 
sert. on Abyss. Hist, and Chronology in his work on that country ; 
Qitat Makr. II. 122-3 ; Quat Mim. sur FEgypte, II. 268, 276.) 

The residence of the Kings of Abyssinia was at this period in the 
southern provinces, Shoa and Amhara. 'I'he following ]>assage regard- 
ing the court of Abyssinia is ciuoted by Signor Berchet, as frqm Polo’s 
contemporary, Marino Sanuto. I think there must be some accidental 
error in the reference, which I cannot trace in Sanuto, but the passl|e is 
too curious to be omitted. After stating that the King has not a fixed 
residence, but moves about followed by an immense encampment, it 
goes on ; “ The King goes on horseback witli the crown on his head, 
but encompassed with red curtains and great flags, borne by the soldiers 
who surround him. Before him go pages, illustrious chiefs on horse- 
back, and the foreign envoys if ther^ be any. Of the vast numbers 
that follow the King perhaps a tenth part are well clothed, and consist 
of the rich men who have tents of great price, the remainder being poor 
and clothed in skins only. He often marches straight ahead, nobody 
knows whither, and in that case his escort consists of a few, well 
mounted, and with their faces covered so that one does not know the 
other. The King usually takes with him, loaded on mules, the holy 
stones for 13 ^^altars, which are erected under white tents kept for that 
purpose. Music and song always indicate the monarch’s quarters, but 
still more do the libations and .sacrifices to Venus and Bacchus.” (Boll, 
della Soc. Geog. Ital. Fascic. II. p. 160.) 

Note 6. —The last words run in the G. T. : II ont singles de pl(h 
sors maincres. II ont gat paulz (see note 2 , chap, xxiii. supra), et autre 
gat maimon si devisez qe pou fen faut de tiel hi a qe ne senblent a vix 
(fomesl^ The beautiful cocks and hens are, I suppose, Guinea fowl. 
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•CHAPTER XXXVI. 

V 

Concerning the Province of Aden. 

You must know that in the province of, Aden there is a 
Prince who is called the Soldan. The people are all Sara- 
cens and adorers of .Mahommet, and have a great hatred 
of Christians. There are many towns and villages in the 
country. 

This Aden is the port to which many of the ships of 
India come with their cargoes ; and from this haven the 
merchants carry the goods a distance of seven days further 
in small vessels. At the end of those seven days they land 
thlrgoods and load them on camels, and so carry them a 
land journey of 30 days. This brings them to the river of 
Alexandria, and .by it they descend to the latter city. 

It is by this way through Aden that the Saracens of Alex- 
andria receive all their stores of pepper and other spicery ; * 
and there is no other ronte equally good and conv^enient 
by which these goods could reach that place.* 

And you must know that the Soldan of Aden receives 
a large amount in duties from the ships that traffic between 
I ndia and his country, importing different kinds of goods ; 
and from the exports also he gets a revenue, for there are 
despatched from the port of Aden to India a very large 
number of Arab chargers, and palfreys, and stout nags 
adapted for all work, which are a source of great profit 
to those who export them.* For horses fetch very high 
prices in India, there being none bred there, as I have told 
you before ; insomuch that a charger will sell there for 100 
marks of silver aiPid more. On these also the Soldan of 
Aden receives heavy payments in port charges, so that ’tis 
said he is one of the richest princes,in the world.* ^ 

And it is a fact that when the Soldan of Babylon went 
against the city of Acre and took it, this Soldan of Aden 
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sent to his assistance 30,000 horsemen and full 40,000 
camels, to the great help of the Saracens and the grievous 
injury of the Christians. He did this a great deal more 
for the hate he bears the Christians than for any love he 
bears the Soldan of Babylon ; for these two do hate one . 
another heartily.? 

Now we will have done with the Soldan of Aden, and 
I will tell you of a city which is subject to Aden, called 
Esher. 


Note 1. — ^This is from Pauthier’s text, which is here superior to the 
G. T. The latter has : “ They put the goods in small vessels, which 
proceed on a river about seven days.” Ram. has, “ in other smaller 
vessels, with which they make a voyage on a gulf of the sea for zo days, 
more or less as the weather may be. On reaching a certain port||tey 
load the goods on camels, and carry them a 30 days* journey by laiid to 
the River Nile, where they embark them in small vessels called Zerms^ 
and in these descend the current to Cairo, and thence by an artificial 
cut, called Calizene^ to Alexandria.” The last looks as if it had been 
edited; Polo never uses the name Cairo. I'he canal, the predec essor 
of the Mahmudiah^ is also called II Caligine in the journey of Simon 
Sigoli {Frescobaldi^ p. «»i68). Brunetto Latini, too, discoursing of the 
Nile, says : — 

** Cosi serva suo 6I0 
Ed e chiamato Nilo ; 
ly un suo ramo si dice 
Ch’ k chiamato Calicc'^ 

— Tesoretto^ p. 63. 

Also in the Sfera of Dati : — 


— - “ Chiamad Cali^d^te 
E Gion e Xilo, e non si sa 1’ origine.” 

The word is (At.) Khalij^ applied specially to the canals drawn from 
the full Nile. The port on the Red Sea would be either Suakin or 
Aidhdb ; the 30 days’ journey seems to point to the former. Polo’s con- 
temporary, Marino Sanuto, gives the following account of the transit, 
omitting entirely the Red Sea navigation, though his line correctly repre- 
sented would apparently go by Kosseir : “ The fourth haven is called 
Ahaden, and stands on a certain little island joining, as it were, to the 
main, in the land of the Saracens. The spices and other goods from 
fkdia are landed there, loadfed on camels, and so carried by a journey 
of nine days to a place on the River Nile, called Chus {Ktis, the ancient 
Cos below Luks^), where they are put into boats and conveyed in 15 
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days to Babylon. But in the month of October and thereabouts the 
river rises to such an extent that the spices, &c., continue to descend the 
stream from Babylon and enter a certain long canal, and so are conveyed 
over the 200 miles beftween Babylon and Alexandria.” (Book fjpt i. ch. i.). 

Makrizi relates that up to a. h. 725 (1325), from time immemorial 
the Indian ships had discharged at Aden, but in that year the exactions 
^of the Sultan induced a shipmaster to pass on into the Red Sea, and 
eventually the trade came to Jidda. (See De Sacy^ Crest Arabe^ II. 

556.) 

Note 2 . — The words ^lescribing the horses are (P.'s text) ; “//<? bons 
destriers Arrabins et chevaux et grans roncins k ij selles.” The meaning 
seems to be what I have expressed in the text, fit either fqf saddle or 
packsaddle. 

In one application the Deux selles of the old riding-schools were 
the two styles of riding, called in Spanish Montar d la Gineta and Mon- 
tar d la Brida, The latter stands for the old French style, with heavy 
bit and saddle, and long stirrups just reached by the toes ; the former 
the Moorish style, with short stirrups and lighter bit. But the phrase 
woflid also seem to have meant saddle and packsaddle. Thus Cobarni- 
vias explains the phrase Hombre de dos sillasy “ Conviene saber de la 
gineta y brida, ser de silla y albarda (packsaddle), servir de todoP and 
we find the converse ex^^ression, No ser para silla ni para albarda^ good 
for nothing. 

But for an example of the exact phrase of the French text I am 
indebted to P. della Valle. Speaking of the Persian horses, he says : 
“ Few of them are of any great height, and you seldom see thorough-breds 
among them ; probably because here they have no liking for such and 
don't seek to breed them. For the most part they are of that very useful 
style that we call horses for both saddles (che noi chiamiamo da due 
selle),** &c. (See Cobarruvias^ under Silla and Brida ; Dice, de la Lengua 
Castellana por la Real Academia Espaiiola, under Silla, Gineta, Brida; 
P, della Valle, Let. XV. da Sciraz, § 3, vol. ii. p. 240.) 

Note 3 . — The supposed confusion between Adel and Aden does 
not extend to this chapter. 

The “Soldan of Aden” was the Sultan of Yemen, whose chief resi- 
dence was at Ta'izz, N.E. of Mokha. The prince reigning in Polo's 
day was Malik Muzaflfar Shamsuddin Abul Mahasen Yusuf. His father, 
Malik MansUr, a retainer of the Ayubite dynasty, had been sent by 
Saladin as Wazir to Yemen, with his brother Malik Muazzam Turan 
Shah. After the death of the latter, and of his successor, the Wazir 
assumed the government and became the founder of a dynasty. Aden 
was the chief port of his dominions. It had been a seat of direct trade 
with China in the early centuries of Islam. ^ 

Ibn Batuta speaks of it thus correctly : “ It is enclosed by moun- 
tains, and you can enter by one side only. It is a large town, but has 
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Sultan sent into all the provinces the most urgent orders for the supply 
of troops and machines ; and there gathered from all sides the warriors 
of Damascus, of Hamath, and the rest of Syria, of Egypt, and of Arabia. 
{Michaud, Bibl. des Eroisades, 1829, IV. 569.) 

“ I once ” (says Joinville)^ “rehearsed to the Legate two cases of sin 
that a priest of mine had been telling me of, and he answered me thus : 
^ No man knows as much of the heinous sins that are done in Acre as I 
do ; and it cannot be but God wilt take vengeance on them, in such a 
way that the City of Acre shall be washed in the blo^d of its inhabitants? 
and that another people shall come to occupy after them.’ The good 
man’s prophecy hath com* true in part, for of a truth the city hath been 
washed in the blood of its inhabitants, but those to replace them are not 
yet come; may God send them good when it pleases Him !”»{p. 192). 


. CHAPTER XXXVII. 

CONCKRNING THK ClTY OK ESHEK. 

Esher is a great city lying in a north-westerly direction 
from the last, and 400 miles distant from the Port of Aden. 
It has a king, who is subject to the Soldan of Aden. He 
has a number of towns and villages under him, and admi- 
nisters his territory well and justly. 

The people are Saracens. The place has a very good 
haven, wherefore many ships from India come thither with 
various cargoes; and they export many good chargers 
thence to India.' 

A great deal of white incense grows in this country, and 
brings in a great revenue to the Prince ; for no one dares 
sell it to any one else ; and whilst he takes it from the people 
at 10 livres of gold for the hundredweight, he sells it to the 
merchants at 60 livres, so his profit is immense.* 

Dates also grow very abundantly here. The people 
have no corn but rice, and very little of that ; but plenty 
is brought from abroad, for it sells here at a good profit. 
They have fish in great profusion, and notably plenty of 
tunny of large size ; so plentiful inUleed that you may buy 
two big oi^s for a Venice groat of silver. ^ The natives 
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live on meat and rice and fish. They have no wine of the 
yih^ hut they m^e good wine from sugar^ from ribe, and 
from .'dates also. ... 

.^d 1 must^ tell you another very strange thing. You 
must know, that their sheep have.. no. «ars, but where. the 
ear oug^t 'to be they have a little horn ! They are pretty 
:Sttle beasts/’ 

And I must not omit to tell you that all their cattle, 
including horses, oxen, and camels, "live upon small fish 
and nought besides, for ’tis all they get to eat. You see 
in all this country there is no grass or forage of any kind ; 
it is the driest country on the face of the earth. The fish 
which are given to the cattle are very small, and during 
March, April, and May, are caught in such quat\fities as 
would astonish you. They are then dried and stored, and 
the beasts are fed on them from years end to year’s end. 
The cattle will also readily eat these fish all alive and just 
out of the water."* 

The people here have likewise many other kinds of 
fish of large size and good quality, exceedingly cheap ; 
these they cut in pieces of about a pound each, and dry 
them in the sun, and then store them, and eat them all 
the year through like so much biscuit.’ 


Note 1. — or S/iehr, with the article, Es-Shehr, still exists on 
the Arabian coast, as a town and district about 330 m. east of Aden. 
In 1839 Captain Haines described the modem town as extending in, a 
scattered manner for a mile along the shore, the population about 6000, 
and the trade considerable, producing duties to the amount of 5000/. 
a year. It was then the residence of the Sultan of the HamUm tribe of 
Ambs. There is only an open roadstead for anchorage. Perhaps, how- 
ever, the old city is to be looked for about ten miles to the westward, 
where there is another place bearing the same name, “ once a thriving 
town, but now a desolate group of houses with an gld fort, formerly the 
residence of the chief of the Kasaidi tribe.” (J. A G. S., IX. 151-2.) 
Shehr is spoken of by Barbosa {Xaer in Lisbon ed. ; Pecker in Ramusio j 
Xeher in Stanley ; in the two last misplaced to the east of Dhofar) : “ It 
is a very large place, and.thlre is a great traffic in goods imi>orted by 
the Moors of Cambaia, Chaul, Dabul, Batticala, and the cities of Mala- 
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bar, such as cotton-stuffs .... strings of garnets, and many other 
stones of inferior value; also much rice and sugar, and spices of all 
sorts, with coco-nuts ; . . . . their money they invest in ■ horses for 
India, which ate hertf very largp and good. Every one pf them is worth 
in India 500 or 60O’ ducats.” f. 292.) 

Note 2 . — The hills of the Shehr and Dhafdr districts^were the grqat 
4BOurce of produce of the Arabian frankincense. . liarbosa says^of Shehr : 
“ They carry away much incense, which is produced at this place and 
in the' interior it is exported hence all over the world, and here 
it is used to pay ships with, for on the spot it is worth only 1 50 farthings 
the hundredweight.” See note 2, ch. xxvii. supra. 

Note 3. — ^'Fhis was no doubt a breed of four-horned sheep, and 
Polo, or his informant, took the lower pair of horns fior abnormal ears. 
Probably the breed exists, but we have little information on details in 
reference to this coast. My friend the Rev. G. P. Padger writes : 

There are sheep on the eastern coast of Arabia, and as high up as 
Mohammerah on the Shat t-al- Arab, wiV/i very stnall ears indeed; so 
small as to be almost imperceptible at first sight near the projecting 
horns. I saw one at Mohammerah having six horns.” 

Note 4 . — 'This custom holds more or less on all the Arabian coast 
from Shehr to the Persi^p Gulf, and on the coast east of the (iulf also. 
Edrisi mentions it at Shehr (printed S/iajr, I. 152), and the Admiral Sidi 
Ali says : “ On the coast of Shehr, men and animals all live on fish.” 
{/. A, S. 461). Ibn Batuta tells the same of Dhafdr, the subject 

of next chapter: ‘‘The fish conrist for the most part of sardines, which 
are here of the fattest. The surprising thing is that all kinds of cattle 
are fed on these sardines, and sheep likewise. I have never seen any- 
thing like that elsewhere” (II. 197). Compare Strabo’s account of the 
Ichthyophagi on the coast of Mekran (XV. 1 1), and the like account in 
the life of Apollonius of Tyana (III. 56). 

Note 5 . — At Hdsik, east of Dhafdr, Ibn Batuta says : “ The people 
here live oq, a kind of fish called Al-Luk/ianiy resembling that called 
the sea-dog. They cut it in slices and strips, dry it in the sun, salt it, 
and feed on it. Their houses are made with fish-bones, and their roofs 
with camel-hides ” (II. .214). 


CHAPTER XXXVIII. 

Concerning the City of Dufar. 

Dupar is a great and noble and fine city, and lies 500 
miles tp the north-west of Esher. The people are Saracens, 
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and have a Count for their chief, who is subject to the 
Soldan of Aden ; for this city still belongs to the Province 
of Aden. It stands upon the sea and has arvery good haven, 
so that there is a great traffic of shipping between this and 
India; and the merchants take hence great numbers of 
Arab horses to that market, making great profits thereby.’ 
.This city has uitder it many other towns and villages.* 

Much white incense is produced here, and I will tell 
you how it grows. The trees are like small fir-trees ; these 
are notched with a knife in several places, and from these 
notches the incense is exuded. Sometimes also it flows 
from the tree without any notch ; this is by reason of the 
great heat of the sun there. 


Note 1. — Dufar. The nanie^Ufe is variously pronounced Dhaf^r, 
Dhofar, Zhafdr, and survives attached to a well-watered and fertile 
plain district opening on the sea, nearly 400 miles east of Shdhr, though 
according to Haines there is now no toum of the name. Ibn Batuta 
speaks of the city as situated at the extremity of Yemen (** the province 
of Aden”), and mentions its horse-trade, its unequalled dirt, stench, and 
flies, and consequent- diseases. (See 11 . \^(iyseqq,) What he says of 
the desert character of the tract round the town is not in accordance 
with modern descriptions of the plain of Dhafdr, nor seemingly with his 
own statements of the splendid bananas grown there, as well as other 
Indian products, betel, and coco- nut. His account of the Sultan of 
Zhafdr in his time corroborates Polo’s, for he says that prince was the son 
of a cousin of the King of Yemen, who had been chief of ZJiaf dr under the 
suzerainete of that King and tributary to him. The only ruins mentioned 
by Haines are extensive ones near HafFer, towards the western part of the 
plain ; and this Fresnel considers to be the site of the former city. A 
lake which exists here, on the landward side of the ruins, was, he says, 
formerly a gulf, and formed the port, “ the very good haven ” of which 
our author speaks. Professor Sprenger, however, is satisfied that the 
city was in the eastern part of the plain. 

This Dhafir is supposed to be the Sephar of Genesis (X. 30), and, 
perhaps^ the Sapphara metropolis of Ptolemy. There was, however, 
another Dhafir about halfway between Aden and Sanaa, which was one 
of the royal residences of the Himyarite kings. (Playfait^s Yemen^ p. 
31 ; Haines in J. K G. S., XV. 116, seqq.; Fresnel in J, As,^ sei. 3, 
tom. V. 517, seqq.). Dofar is noted by Camoens for its fragrant, incense 
(X. 101). 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 

Concerning the Gulf of Calatu and the City so called. 

Calatu is a great city, within a gulf which bears the name 
of the Gulf of Calatu. It is a noble city, and lies 600 miles 
from Dufar towards the north-west, upov. the sea-shore. 
The people are Saracens, and are subject to Hormos. And 
whenever the Melik of Hormos is at war with some prince 
more potent than himself, he betakes himself to this city of 
Calatu, because it is very strong, both from its position and 
its fortifications.' 

They grow no corn here, but get it from abroad ; for 
every merchant-vessel that comes brings some. The haven 
is very large and gootl, and is frequented by numerous 
ships with goods from India, and from this city the spices 
and other merchandize are distributed among the cities and 
towns of the interior. They also export many good Arab 
horses from this to India.* For, as I have told you before, 
the number of horses exported from this and the other 
cities to India yearly is something astonishing. One reason 
is that no horses are bred there, and another that they die 
as soon as they get there, through ignorant handling ; for 
the people there do not know how to take care of them, 
and they feed the horses with cooked victuals and all sorts 
of trash, as I have told you fully heretofore ; and besides 
all that they have no farriers. 

This City of Calatu stands at the mouth of the Gulf, so 
that no ship can enter or go forth without the will of the 
chief. And when the Melic of Hormos, avho is Melic of 
Calatu also, and is vassal to the^Soldan of Kerman, fears 
anything at the hand of the latter, he gets on board his 
ships and comes from Hormos to Calatu. And then he 
prevents any ship from entering t^je Gulf. This causes 
great injury to the Soldan of Kerman ; for he thus loses 
all the duties that he is wont to receive from merchants 


2 c 2, 



382 


MARCO POLO. 


BOOK III. 


frequenting his territories from India or elsewhere ; for ships 
with cargoes of merchandize come in great numbers, and 
a very large revenue is derived from them:. In this way he 
is constrained to give way to the demands of the Melic of 
Hormos. 

This Melic^ has also a castle which is still stronger thaif 
the city, and has a better command of the entry to the 
Gulf.^ 

The people of this country live on dates and salt fish, 
which they have in great abundance ; the nobles, how^ever, 
have better fare. 

There is no more to say on this subject. So now let 
us go on and speak of the City of Hormos, of which we 
told you before. 

Note 1. — the Calaiate of the old Portuguese writers, is 
about 500 m. by shortest sca 4 ine north-east of DhafiCr. “ The city of 
Kalhdt,” says Ibn Batutn, “stands on the shore; it has fine bazaars, 
and one of the most l^autiful mosques that you could see anywhere, the 

walls of which are covered with enamelled tiles of Kdsh^n I'he 

city is inhabited by merchants, who draw their sujiport from Indian 

import trade Although they are Arabs, they don't speak correctly. 

After every phrase they have a habit of adding the particle no. Thus 
they will say, ‘You are eating, no !' ‘ You are walking, no I' ‘ You are 
doing this or that, no ! * Most of them are schismatics, but they cannot 
openly practise their tenets, for they are under the rule of Sultan Kutb- 
uddin Tehemten Malik, of Hormuz, who is orthodox ” (II. 226). 

Caiaiate, when visited by d’Albuquerque, showed by its buildings and 
ruins that it had been a noble city. Its destruction was ascribed to an 
earthquake. {De Barros^ II. ii. i.) It seems to exist no longer. Well- 
sted says its remains cover a wide space ; but only one building, an old 
mosque, has escaped destruction. Near the ruins is a small fishing- 
village, the people of which also dig for gold coins, (y. R, G. S,y VII. 

104.) . . * . 

What is said about the Prince of Hormuz betaking himself to Kalhat 
in times of trouble is quite in accordance with what we read in Teixeira's 
abstract of the Hormuz history. When expelled by revolution at Hor- 
muz or the like, we find the princes taking refuge at Kalhat 

Note 2. — “ Of the interior." Here the phrase of the G. T. is again 
“ en fra tere a mainte citk ef castiaus^ (See supra^ Bk. I. ch. i. note 2.) 

There was still a large horse-trade from Kalhat in 1517, but the 
Portuguese compelled all to enter the port of Goa, where according to 
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Andrea Corsali they had to pay a duty of 40 saraffii per head. If these 
ashrafis were pagodas, this would be about 15/. a head; if they were 
dindrs, it would be more. The term is now commonly applied in Hin- 
dustan to the gold m(^. 

Note 3 . — This no doubt is Maskat 


CHAPTER XL. 

Returns to the City of IIormos whereof we spoke formerly. 

When you leave the City of Calatu, and go for 300 miles 
between north-v/est and north, you come to the City of 
Hormos ; a great and noble city on the sea.* It has a 
Melic, which is as much as to say a King, and he is under * 
the Soldan of Kerman. 

There are a good many cities and towns belonging to 
Hormuz, and the people are Saracens. The heat is tre- 
mendous, and on that account their houses are built with 
ventilators to catch the wind. These ventilators are placed 
on the side from which the wind comes, and they bring the 
wind down into the house to cool it. But for this the 
heat would be utterly unbearable.* 

I shall say no more about these places, because I for- 
merly told you in regular order all about this same city of 
Hormos, and about Kerman as well. But as we took one 
way to go, and another to come back, it was proper that we 
should bring you a second time to this point. 

Now, however, we will quit this part of the world, and 
tell you about Great Turkey. First, however, there is a 
point that I have omitted ; to wit, that when you leave the 
City of Calatu and go between west and north-west, a dis- 
tance of 500 miles, you come to the city of Kis.* Of 
that, however, we shall say no more now, but pass it with 
this brief mention, and return to the subject of Great Tur- 
key, of which you shall now hear. 
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Note 1. — ^The distance is very correct; and the bearing fairly so for 
the first time since we left Aden. 1 have tried in my map of Polo's Geo- 
graphy to realize what seems to have been his idea of the Arabian coast. 

Note 2. — These ventilators are a kind of masonry windsail, known 
as Bdd-gir, or “ wind-catchers,” and in general use over Oman, Kerman, 
the province* of Baghdad, Mckran, and Sind. A large and elaborate 
example, from Hommaire de Hell’s work on Persia, is given in the cuf 
which follows. Vdry particular accounts of these ventilators will be 
found in P. della Valle, and in the embassy of Don Garcias de Silva 
Figueroa. {Della VaL II. 333-5; Figueroa. Fr. Trans. 1667, P* 3^; 
Ramus. I. 293 v. ; Macd. Kirifieir, p. 69). A somewhat different arrange 
ment for tl^e same purpose is in use in Cairo, and gives a very peculiar 
character to the city when seen from a moderate height. 

Note 3. — On Kish see Book I. ch. vi. note 2. 

The Turkish Admiral Sidi ’Ali, who was sent m 1553 to command 
the Ottoman fleet in the Persian Gulf, and has written an interesting 
^account of his disastrous command and travels back to Consttintinople 
from India, calls the island Kais, or the old Hormuz"' This shows 
that the traditions of the origin of the island Hormuz had grown dim. 
Kish had preceded Hormuz as the most prominent port of Indian trade, 
but Old Hormuz, as we have seen (Bk. I. ch.^xix.), was quite another 
place, {J, As. ser. 1, tom. ix. 67.) 
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CHAPTER I. 

Concerning Great Turkey.* 

In Great Turkey there is a King called Caidu, who is the 
Great Kaan’s nephew, for he was the grandson of Chagatai, 
the Great Kaan’s own brother. He hath many cities and 
castles, and is a great Prince. He and his people are Tar- 
tars alike ; and they are good soldiers, for they are con- 
stantly engaged in war.' 

Now this King* Caidu is never at peace with his uncle 
the Great Kaan, but ever at deadly war with him, and he 
hath fought great battles with the Kaan’s armies. The 
quarrel between them arose out of this, that Caidu de- 
manded from the Great Kaan the share of his father’s 
conquests that of right belonged to him ; and in particular 
he demanded a share of the Provinces of Cathay and Manzi. 
The Great Kaan replied that he was willing enough to give 
him a share such as he gave to his own sons, but that he 
must first come on summons to the Council at the Kaan’s 
Court, and present himself as one of the Kaan’s liegemen. 
Caidu, who did not trust his uncle very far, declined to 
come, but said that where he was he would hold himself 
ready to obey all the Kaan’s commands. 


* A considerable number of the quasi-historical chapters in this section (which I 
have followed M. Pauthier in making into a Fourth Book) are the merest verbiage 
and repetition of narrative fonnulae without the slightest value. I have therefore 
thought it undesirable to print all at length, and hjve given merelyghe gist (marked 
thusf), or an extract of such chapters. They will be found in English in H. Murray's 
and Wright’s editions, and in the original French in the edition of the Society de 
G^ographie, in Bartoli, and in Pauthier. * 
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In truth, as he had several times been in revolt, he 
dreaded that the Kaan might take the opportunity to de- 
stroy him. So, out of this quarrel bettveen them, there 
arose a great war, and several great, battles were fought by 
the host of Caidu against the host of the Great Kaan his 
uncle. And the Great Kaan from year’s end to year’s enJ 
keeps an army watching all Caidu’s frontier, lest 4 ie should 
make forays on his dominions. He, natheless, will never 
cease his aggressions on the Great Kaan’s territory, and 
maintains a bold face to his enemies.* 

Indeed, he is so potent that he can well do so; for he 
can take the field with 100,000 horse, all stout soldiers and 
inured to war. He has also with him several Barons of the 
imperial lineage ; i.e., of the family of Chinghis Kaan, who 
was the first of their lords, and conquered a great part of 
the world, as I have told you more particularly in a former 
part of this Book. 

Now you must know that Great Turkey lies towards 
the north-west when you travel from Hormos. It begins 
on the further bank of the Rivex Jon,* and extends north- 
ward to the territory of the Great Kaan. 

' Now I shall tell you of sundry battles that the troops 
of Caidu fought with the armies of the Cxreat Kaan. 


Note — ^We see that Polo’s error as to the relationship between 
Kublai and Kaidu, and as to the descent of the latter (see Vol. I, p. 172) 
was not a slip, but persistent. The name of Kaidu’s grandfather is here 
in the G. T. written precisely Chagatai {Ciagatai). 

Kaidu was the son of Kashin, son of Okkodai, who was the third 
s<m of Chinghiz and his successor in the Kaanate. Kaidu never would 
acknowledge the supremacy of Kublai, alleging his own superior claim 
to the Kaanate, which Chinghiz was said to have restricted to the house 
of Okkodai as long as it should have a representative. From the vicinity 
of Kaidu’s position to the territories occupied by the branch of Chagatai 
he exercised great influence over its princes, and these were oflen his 
allies in the Constant hostilities that he maintained against the Kaan. 


* The Jibun or Oxus. 
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Such circumstances may have led Polo to confound Kaidu with the 
house of Chagatai. Indeed, it is not easy to point out the mutual limits 
of their territories, and these must have been somewhat complex, for we 
find Kaidu and Borrak Khan of Chagatai at one time exercising a kind 
of joint sovereignty in the cities of Bokhara and Samarkand. Probably, 
indeed, the limits were in a great measure tribal rather than territorial, 
^ut it may be gathered that Kaidu’s authority extended over Kashgar 
and the cities bordering the south slopes of the Tlj^an Shan as far east 
as Kara Khoja, also the valley of the Talas River, and the country north 
of the Thian Shan from Lake Balkhash eastward to the vicinity of Bar- 
kul, and in the further north the country between the Upper Yenisei 
and the Irtish. 

Kaidu died in 1301 at a* very great age. He had taken part, it was 
said, in 41 pitched battles. He left 14 sons (some accounts say 40), of 
whom the eldest, called Shabar, succeeded him. He joined Dua Khan 
of Chagatai in making submission to Teimur Kaan, the successor of 
Kublai ; but before long, on a quarrel occurring between the two former, 
Dua seized the territory of Shabar, and as far as I can learn no more is 
heard of the house of Kaidu. 

Note 2 . — “ To the N.N.W. a desert of 40 days* extent divides the 
states of Kublai from those of Kaidu and Dua. This frontier extends 
for 30 days’ journey from east to west. From point to point are posted 
bodies of troops under the orders of princes of the blood or other 
generals, and they often come to blows with the troops of Kaidu. Five 
of these corps are cantoned on the verge of the^ desert ; a sixth in the 
territory of Tangut near Chagan Ndr,* a seventh in the vicinity of Kara- 
khoja, a city of the Uigurs, which lies between the two states and main- 
tains neutrality.” {Rashiduddin. see Cathay^ p. 274.) 


CHAPTER II. 

Of certain Battles that were Fought by King Caidu against 
THE Armies of his Uncle the Great Kaan. 

Now it came to pass in the year of Christ s incarnation, 
1266, that this King Caidu and another prince called Yesu- 
DAR who was his cousin, assembled a great force and made 
an expedition to attack two of the Great Kaan’s Barons 

* Not the Chagan Niir of Hook I. ch. lx. ; but probably a lake of that name N.E. 
of Kamul. * 



390 


MARCO POLO. 


Book IV. 


who held lands under the Great Kaan, but were Caidu’s 
own kinsmen, for they were sons of Chagatai who was a 
baptized Christian, and own brother to the Great Kaan ; 
one of them was called Chibai, and. the other Chiban.* 

Caidu with all his host, amounting to 60,000 horse, 
engaged the Kaan’s two Barons, those cousins of his, who 
bad also a great force amounting to more than 60,000 
horsemen, and there was a great battle. In the end the 
Barons were beaten, and Caidu and his people won the day. 
Great numbers were slain on both sides, but the two brother 
Barons escaped, thanks to their good horses. So King 
Caidu returned home swelling the more .with pride and 
arrogance, and for the next two years he remained at peace, 
and made no further war against the Kaan. 

However, at the end of those two years King Caidu 
assembled an army composed of a vast force of horsemen. 
He knew that at Caracoron was the Great Kaan’s son No- 
MOGAN, and with him George the grandson of Prester 
John. These two princes had also a great force of cavalry. 
And when King Caidu was ready he set forth and crossed 
the frontier. After marching rapidly without any adven- 
ture, he got near Caracoron, where the Kaan’s son and 
the younger Prester John were awaiting him with their 
great army, for they were well aware of Caidu’s advance in 
force. They made them ready for battle like valiant men, 
and all undismayed, seeing that they had more than 6o,oqo 
well-appointed horsemen. And when they heard Caidu was 
so near they went forth valiantly to meet him. When they 
got within some 10 miles of him they pitched their tents 
and got ready for battle, and the enemy who were about 
equal in numbers did the same ; each side forming in six 
columns of 10,000 men with good captains. Both sides 
were well equipped with swords and maces and shields, with 
bows and arrows and other arms after their fashion. You 
must know that the practice of the Tartars going to battle 
is to take each a bow and 60 arrows. Of these, 30 are 
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light with small sharp points, for long shots and following 
up an enemy, whilst the other 30 are heavy, with large 
broad heads which they shoot at close quarters, and with 
which they inflict great gashes on face and armsj and cut 
the enemy’s bowstrings, and commit great havoc. This 
•every one is ordered to attend to. And when they have 
shot away their arrows they take to their swords and mac^s 
and lances, which also they ply stoutly. 

So when both sides were ready for action the Naccaras 
began to sound loudly, one on either side. For ’tis their 
custom never to j«in battle till the Great Naccara is beaten. 
And when the Naccaras sounded, then the battle began in 
fierce and deadly style, and furiously the one host dashed 
to meet the other. So many fell on either side that in an 
evil hour for both it was begun ! The earth was thickly 
strown with the wounded and the slain, men and horses, 
whilst the uproar and din of battle was so loud you would 
not have heard God’s thunder! Truly King Caidu him- 
self did many a deed of prowess that strengthened the 
hearts of his people. Nor less on the .other side did the 
Great Kaan’s son and Prester John’s grandson, for well 
they proved their valour in the medley, and did astonishing 
feats of arms, leading their troops with right good judg- 
ment. 

And what shall I tell you ? The battle lasted so long 
that it was one of the hardest the Tartars ever fought. 
Either side strove hard to bring the matter to a point and 
rout the enemy, but to no avail. And so the battle went 
on till vesper-tide, and without victory on either side. 
Many a man fell there ; many a child was made an orphan 
there ; many a lady widowed ; and many another woman 
plunged in grief and tears for the rest of her days, I mean 
the mothers and the araines of those who fell.* 

So when they had fought till the sun was low they left 
oflf, and retired each side to its tents. Those who were un- 
hurt were so dead tired that they were like, to drop, and 
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the wounded, who were many on both sides, Were moaning 
in their various degrees of pain ; but all were more fit for 
rest than fighting, so gladly they took <hcir repose that 
night. And when morning approached, King Caidu, who 
had news from his scouts that the Great Kaan was sending 
a great army to reinforce his son, judged that it was timtf 
to be off; so h^ called his host to saddle and mounted his 
horse at dawn, and away they set on their return to their 
own country. And when the Great Kaan’s son and the 
grandsoi\,of Prester John saw that King Caidu had retired 
with all his host, they let them go unpuntued, for they were 
themselves sorely fatigued and needed rest. . So King Caidu 
and his host rode and rode, till they came to their own 
realm of Great Turkey and to Samarcand ; and there they 
abode a long while without again making war.^ 


Note 1 . — The names are uncertain. The Cx. T. has “ one of whom 
was called Tibai or Ciban Pauthier, as in the text. 

The phrase about their being Kaidu’s kinsmen is in the G. “ qe 
zinzinz (?) meisme esfolcnt de Caidu roC' 

Note 2 . — Araines for Harems I presume. In the narrative of a 
merchant in Ramusio (II. 84, 86) we find the same word represented by 
Arin and Ariiio, 

Note 3 . — The date at the beginning of the chapter is in G. T., and 
Pauthier s MS. A. as we have given it. Pauthier substitutes 1276, as 
that seems to be the date approximately connecting Prince Numugh:;in 
with the wars against Kaidu. In 1275 Kublai appointed Numughan to 
the command of his N.W. frontier, with Ngantung or ’Antung, an able 
general, to assist him in repelling the aggressions of Kaidu. In the 
same year Kaidu and Dua Khan entered the Uigur country (W. and 
N.W. of Kamul), with more than 100,000 men. Two years later, viz., 
in 1277, Kaidu and Shireghi, a son of Mangu Khan, engaged near Alma- 
lik (on the Hi) the troops of Kublai, commanded by Numughan and 
*Antung, and took both of them prisoners. The invaders then marched 
towards Karakorum. But Bayan who was in Mongolia marched to 
attack them, and completely defeated them in several engagements. 
{Gaubil^ 69, 168, 182.) t 

Pauthier gives a little more detail from the Chinese annals, but 
throws no new light on the discrepancies which we see between Polo’s 
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account and theirs. ’Antung, who was the grandson of Mokli the Jelair, 
one of Chinghiz's Orlok or Marshals, seems here to take the place as- 
signed to Prester John’s grandson, and Shireghi perhaps that of Yesudar. 
The only prince of the latter name that I can find is a son of Hulaku’s. 

The description of the battle in this chapter is a mere formula again 
and again repeated. The armies are always exactly or nearly equal, 
they are always divided into corps of 10,000, {tomans), they always halt 
to prepare for action when within 10 miles of one another, and the terms 
used in describing the fight are the same. We sl&ll not inflict' there 
tiresome repetitions again on the reader. 


CHAPTER III. 

What the Great Kaan said to the mischief done by Kaidu 
’ HIS Nephew. 

-^'(That were Caidu not of his own Imperial blood, he 
would make an utter end of him, &c.) 


CHAPTER IV. 

Of the Exploits of King Caidu's valiant Daughter. 

Now you must know that King Caidu had a daughter 
whose name was Aijaruc, which in the Tartar is as much 
as to say “The Bright Moon.” This damsel was very 
beautiful, but also so strong and brave that in all her 
father’s realm there was no man who could outdo her in 
feats of strength. In all trials she showed greater strength 
than any man of them.* 

Her father often desired to give her in marriage, but 
she would none of it. She vowed she would never marry 
till she found a man who could vanquish her in every trial ; 
him she would wed and none else. ^ And when her lather 
saw how resolute she was, he gave a formal consent in their 
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fashion, that she should marry, whom she list and Allien she 
list. The lady was so tall and muscular^ so stout and 
shapely withal, that she was almost like, a giantess. She 
had distributed her challenges over all the- kingdoms, de- 
claring that whosoever should" come to try a. fall with her, 
it should be on these conditions, viz., that if. she vanquished 
him she should win from him loo horses, and if he van- 
quished her he should win her to wife. • Hence many a 
noble youth had come to try his strength against her, but 
she beat, them all ; and in this way she had won more than 
10,000 horses. 

Now it came to pass in the year of Christ 1280 that 
there presented himself a noble young gallant, the. son of 
a rich and puissant king, a man of prowess and .valiance 
and great strength of body, who had heard word of the 
damsel’s challenge, and came to match himself against her 
in the hope of vanquishing her and winning her to wife.’ 
That he greatly desired, for the young lady was passing fair. 
He too was young and handsome, fearless and strong in 
every way, insomuch that not a man in all his father’s 
realm could vie with him. So he came full confidently, 
and brought with him 1000 horses to be forfeited if she 
should vanquish him. Thus might she gain 1000 horses 
at a single stroke ! But the young gallant had such con- 
fidence in his own strength that he counted securely to 
win her. 

Now ye must know that King Caidu and the Queen 
his wife, the mother of the stout damsel, did privily beseech 
their daughter to let herself be vanquished. For they 
greatly desired this prince for their daughter, seeing what a 
noble youth he was, and the son of a great king. But the 
damsel answered that never would she let herself be van- 
quished if she could help it ; if,, indeed,* he should get the 
better of her then she would gladly be his wife, according 
to the wager, but not btherwise. 

So a day was named for a great gathering at the Palace 
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of King Gaidir,..and the King Queen were there, ^d 
when'. the company were assembled, for great numbers 
flocked to see- the match, the damsel first came forth in a 
strait jerkin .of sahunet; and then came forth the young 
bachelor- in - at jerlcin of sendal; and a winsome sight they 
Were to. see. "When both had taken post in the middle of 
. the hali they' grappled each other by the ar^is and wrestled 
this way and -that, but for a long time neither could get 
the better o’f ‘the other. At last, however, it so befel that 
the. damsel threw . him right valiantly on the palace pave- 
ment. Alid wheii. he found himself thus thrown, and her 
Standing oye'r Him, great indeed - was his shame and dis- 
comfiture. He gajt him up straightway, and without more 
ado departed with' all his company, and returned to his 
father full of shame and vexation, that he who had never 
yet found a man that could stand before him should have 
beerv thus worsted by a girl ! And his looo horses he left 
behind him. 

As to King Caidu and his wife they were greatly an- 
noyed, as I can tell you ; for if they had jiad their will this 
youth should have won their daughter. 

And ye must know that after this her fether never went 
on a campaign but she went with him. And gladly he 
took her, for not a knight in all his train played such feats 
of arms as she did. Sometimes she would quit her fiither’s 
side, and make a dash at the host of the enemy, and seize 
some man thereout, as deftly as a hawk pounces on a bird, 
and carry him to her father; and this she did many a 
time. 

Now I will leave this story and tell you of a great 
battle that Caidu fought with Argon the son of Abaga, 
Lord of the Tartars of the Levant. 


Note 1. — The name of the lady is in Pauthier’s MSS. Agiaint, 
ante; in the Bern, Agyanic; in the MS. of the G. T., distinctly A^aruc, 
though printed in the edition of 1824 as Ai^arm. It is Oriental 
VOL. II. an 
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Turkish, Ai-YXri&k, signifying precisely Lucent Lutie^ as Marco explains 
it For this elucidation I am indebted to the kindness of Professor 
Vdmb^ry, who adds that the name is in actual use among the Uzbek 
women. ' 

Kaidu had many sons, but only one daughter, whom Rashiduddin 
(who seems to be Hammer’s authority here) calls Kutulun. Her father 
loved her above all his sons ; she used to accompany him to the field^ 
and aid in state r affairs. Letters were exchanged between her and 
Ghazan Khan, in which she assured him she would marry no one else ; 
but her father refused her hand to all suitors. After Kaidu’s death, 
this ambitious lady made some attempt to claim the succession. (Ham- 
metts Jlkhansy II. 143-4.) 

The story has some resemblance to what Ibn Batuta relates of an- 
other warlike princess, Urdiija, whom he professes to have visited in the 
questionable kingdom of Tawdlisi on his way to China : “ I heard . . . 
that various sons of kings had sought Urduja’s hdncl, but she always 
answered, ‘ I will marry no one but him who shall fight and conquer 
me ’ ; so they all avoided the trial, for fear of the shame of bejng beaten 
by her.” (Z B. IV., 253-4). I have given reasons (Cathay^ p. 520) for 
suspecting that this lady with a Turkish name in the Indian Archipelago 
is a bit of fiction. Possibly Ibn Batuta had heard the legend of King 
Kaidu’s daughter. 

The story of Kaidu’s daughter, and still more the parallel one from 
Ibn Batuta, recall what Herodotus tells of the Sauromatae, who had 
married the Amazons ; that no girl was permitted to marry till she had 
killed an enemy (IV.‘ 117). 


CHAPTER V. 

How Abaga sent his Son Argon in command against • 
King Caidu. 

Abaga the Lord of the Levant had many districts and pro- 
vinces bordering on King Caidu’s territories. These lay 
in the direction of the Arbre Sol, which the book of Alex- 
ander calls the Arbre Sec, about which I have told you 
before. And Abaga, to watch against forays by Caidu s 
people, sent his son Argon with a great force of horsemen, 
to keep the marches between the Arbre Sec and the River 
Jon. So there tarried Argon with all his host.* 
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Now it came to pass that King Caidu assembled a great 
army and made captain thereof a brother of his called 
Barac, a brave and prudent man, and sent this host under 
his brother to fight with Argon.* 

(Barac and his army cross the Jon or Oxus and are 
totally routed by Argon, to whose history the traveller now 
turns.) • 


Note 1. — ^The government of this frontier, from Kazwin or Rei to 
the banks of the Oxus, was usually, under the Mongol so\ereigns of 
Persia, confided to the heir of the throne. Thus, under Hulaku it was 
held by Abaga, under Abaga by Arghun, and under Arghun by Ghazan. 
(See Hamfftery passim,) 

We have already spoken amply of the Arbre Sol (Vol. I. p. 120, seqq,). 
Since tha*. long note was printed,^ have met with a very learned and 
interesting paper by Signor Adolfo Mussafia, “ On the Legend of the 
Wood of the Cross ** (Sulla Legenda del Legno della Croce^ Vienna, 1870), 
which, though not touching on many of the curious ramifications of the 
myth of the “ Arbre Sec% which we have indicated, gives a very full 
account of that fundamental legend which we have alluded to at the 
bottom of p. 128, Vol. L, and of its numerous versions, and throws great 
light on the idea of the Cross as at the base of them all. Adam, drawing 
near his end, sends Seth to the Gate of Paradfee to seek the Oil of 
Mercy which had been promised to his penitence. Seth is allowed to 
put his head in at the Gate. In the midst of Paradise he beheld a 

glorious fountain, from which flowed forth four Rivers And over 

the Fountain rose a Great Tree, with vast roots, but bare of bark and 
leaves.” A great Serpent is coiled about the denuded stem ; tlie upper 
branches reach to Heaven, and bear at the top a new-born wailing 
infant swathed in linen; whilst (as the legend proceeds in a poetical 
French version, from a MS. in the Vienna library, given by Mussafia) : — 

** Les laxmes qui cle lui issoient 
Contreval TArbre en avaloient. 

Adonc regarda Tenfant Seth 
Tout contreval de l’ Arbre Secq ; 

Les rachines qui le tenoient 
Jusques en Enfer s’en aloient, 

Les larmes qui de lui issirent 
Jusques dedens Enfer chei'rent.” 

The Angel of the Gate gives Seth three seeds from the fruit of the 
Tree. Seth returns in time to see his Father die. He buries him in 
the Valley of Hebron^ and places the three grains under hi& tongue. A 
triple shoot springs up, of Cedar, Cypress, and Pine, symbolizing the 

2 D 2 
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three Persons of the Trinity. The three eventually unite into one stem, 
and this Tree survives in various forms, and through various adventures 
in connection with the Scripture history, till it is found at the bottom of 
the Pool of Bethesda (to which it had communicated the healing virtue), 
and is taken to form the Cross on which Our I-.ord suffered. 

Note 2. — Barac or Borrak, who has been already spoken of in 
chap. iii. of the Prologue (Vol. I. p. 9), was no brother of Kaidu’a 
He was the head o^f the house of Chagatai, and in alliance with Kaidu. 
Ihe invasion of Khorasan by Borrak took place in the early part of 
1269. Arghun was only about 15, and his father Abaka came to take 
the command in person. The battle seems to have been fought some- 
where near the upper waters of the Murghab, in the territory of Badghis 
(north of Herat), Borrak was not long after driven from power, and 
took refuge with Kaidu. He died, it is said from poison, in 1270. 


CHAPTER VI. 

How Argon after the Batile heard that* his Father was dead, 

AND WENT TO ASSUME THE SOVEREIGNTY AS WAS HIS RIGHT. 

After Argon had gained this Battle over Caidu’s brother 
Barac and his ho*st, no long time passed before he had 
news that his father Abaga was dead, whereat he was sorely 
grieved.* He made ready his army and set out for his 
father’s Court to assume the sovereignty as was his right ; 
but he had a march of 40 days to reach it. 

Now it befel that an uncle of Argon’s whose name was 
Acomat Soldan (for he had become a Saracen), when he 
heard of the death of his brother Abaga, whilst his nephew 
Argon was so far away, thought there was a good chance 
for him to seize the government. So he raised a great 
force and went straight to the Court of his late brother 
Abaga, and seized the sovereignty and proclaimed himself 
King; and also got possession of the treasure, which was 
of vast amount. All this, like a crafty knave, he divided 
among the Barons and the troops to secure their hearts 
and favour to his cause. These Barons and soldiers accord- 
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ingly, when they saw what large spoil they had got from 
him, were all ready to say he was the best of kings, and 
were full of love for him, and declared they would have 
no lord but him. But he did one evil thing that was 
^greatly ];pprobated by all ; for he took all the wives of his 
brother Abaga, and kept them for himself.^ 

Soon after he had seized the government, word came fo 
him how Argon his nephew was advancing with all his 
host. Then he tarried not, but straightway summoned 
his Barons and all his people, and in a week had -fitted out 
a great army of horse to go to meet Argon. And he went 
forth light of heart, as being confident of victory, showing 
no dismay, and saying on all occasions that he desired 
nought so much as to take Argon, and put him to a cruel 
death.* 

Note 1. — ^Abaka died at Hainadan ist April, 1282, twelve years 
after the defeat of Borrak. 

Note 2. — This last sentence is in Pauthier’s text, but not in the 
G. T. The thing was a regular Tartar custom ^oL I. pp. 221, 222), 
and would scarcely be “ reprobaled by all.” 

Note 8. — Acomat Soldan is Ahmad, a younger son of Hulaku, whose 
Mongol name was Tigddar, and who had been baptized in his youth by 
the name of Nicolas, but went over to Islam, and thereby gained favour 
in Persia. On the death of his brotlier Abaka he had a strong party 
and seized the throne. Arghun continued in sullen defiance, gathering 
means to assist his claim. 


CHAPTER VII. 

How Acomat Soldan set out with his Host against his Nephew 
who was coming to claim the Throne that belonged to him. 

'f' (Relates how Acomat marches with 60,000 horse, and 
on hearing of the approach of Argon summons his chiefs 
together and addresses them.) • 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

How Argon took Counsel with his Followers about ati'ackinu 
HIS Uncle Acomat Soldan. 

-f* (Argon, uneasy at hearing of Acomat’s apprd^ch, calls 
together his Batons and counsellors and addresses them.) 


CHAPTER IX. 

How the Barons ok Argon answered hi's Address. 

-f' (An old Baron, as the spokesman of the rest, expresses 
their zeal and advises immediate advance. On coming 
within ten miles of Acomat, Argon encamps and sends two 
envoys to his uncle.) 


CHAPTER X. 

The Message sent by Argon to Acoma'J'. 

-I- (A REMONSTRANCE and summons to surrender the 
throne.) 


CHAPTER XI. 

How Acomat replied to Argon’s Message. 

And when Acomat Soldan had heard the message of Argon 
his nephew, he thus replied : “ Sirs and Envoys," quoth 
he, “ my nephew’s words are vain ; for the land is mine, 
not his, and I helped to conquer it as much as his father 
did. So go and tell my nephew that if he will I will make 
him a great Prince, and give him ample lands, and he shall 
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be as my son, and the greatest lord in the land after myself. 
But if he will not, let him be assured that I will do 'my 
best to bring him to his death ! That is my answer to 
my nephew, and nought else of concession or covenant 
shall you ever have from me ! ” With that Acomat ceased, 
^nd said no word more. And when the Envoys had heard 
the Soldan’s words they asked again : “ 1/ there no hope 
that we shall find you in difiFerent mind ? ” “ Never,” quoth 
he, “ never whilst I live shall ye find my mind changed.” 

•f* (Argon’s wrath at the reply. Both sides prepare for 
battle.) 


CHAPTER XII. 

Of the Battle between Argon and Acomat, and the Captivity 
, OF Argon. 

•f” (There is a prolix description of a battle almost identical 
with those already given in chapter ii. of this Book and 
previously. It ends with the rout of* Argon’s army, and 
proceeds ;) 

And in the pursuit Argon was taken. As soon as this 
happened they gave up the chase, and returned to their 
camp full of joy and exultation. Acomat first caused his 
nephew to be shackled and well guarded, and then, being 
a man of great lechery, said to himself that he would go 
and enjoy himself among the fair women of his court. 
He left a great Melic ‘ in command of his host, enjoining 
him to guard Argon like his own life, and to follow to the 
Court by short marches, to spare the troops. And so 
Acomat departed with a great following, on his way to the 
royal residence. Thus then Acomat had left his host in 
command of that Melic whom I mentioned, whilst Argon 
remained in irons, and in such bitterness of heart that he 
desired to die.* 
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■ . Note I.— This is io the original Belie, for Melic, i.e,, Ar. ifaliii a 
<^ef or ])rince. (See remark at p. 21 supra.) 

^oTE 2. — the spring of 1284 ^mad marchftd against his nephew 
Arghtin, and they encountered in the plain of Ak Khoja near Kazwin. 
«■ "Arghun’s forca was very inferior in numbers, and he was defeated. He 
fled to the Castle of Kala’at beyond Tiis,. but was persuaded to sur- 
render. Ahmad treated him kindly, and though fiis principal followers' 
urged the execution of the prisoner, he refused, having then, it is said, 
no thought for anything but the charms of his new Wifli Tudai. 


CHAPTER XIII. 

How Argon was delivered from Prison. » 

Now it betel that there was* a great Tartar Baron, a very 
aged man, who took pity on Argon, saying to himself that 
they were doing an evil and disloyal de'ed in keeping their 
lawful lord a prisoner^ wherefore he resolved to do all in his 
power for his deliverance. So he tarried not, but went 
incontinently to certain other Barons and told them his 
mind, saying that it would be a good deed to deliver Argon 
and make him their lord, as he was by right. And when 
the other Barons had heard what he had to put before 
them, then both because they regarded him as one of 
the wisest men among them, and because what he said 
was the truth, they all consented to his proposal and said 
that they would join with all their hearts. So when the 
^Barons had assented, Boga (which was he who had set 
the business going), and with him Elchidai, Togan, 
Tegana, Tagachar, Ulatai, and Samagar, — all those 
whom I have now named, — proceeded to the tent where 
Argon lay a prisoner. When they had got thither, Buga, 
who was the leader in the business, spoke firs^ and to this 
effect: “Good my Lord Argon,” said he, “we are well 
aware that we have done ill in making you a prisoner, and 
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We come to tell you that we desire to return to Right and 
Justice. We come therefore to set you free, and to make 
you our Liege Lord as by Tight you are ! ” Then Boga 
ceased and said no more. 


CHAPTER XIV. 

• ‘ • # 

How Aruon got the Sovereignty at last. 

When Argon heard the words of Boga he took them in 
truth for an untimely jest, and replied with much bitter- 
ness of . soul ; “ Good my Lord,” quoth he, “ you do ill to 
mock me thus ! Surely it suffices that you have done me 
so great wrong already, and that you hold me, your lawful 
Lord, here a prisoner and in chains ! Ye know well, as I 
cannot doubt, that you are doing an evil and a wicked 
thing, so I pray you go your way, and cease to flout me.” 
“Good my Lord Argon,” , said Boga, “be assured we are 
not mocking you, but are speaking in sober earnest, and 
we will swear it on our Law.” Then all the Barons swore 
fealty to him as their Lord, and Argon too swore that he 
would never reckon it against them that they had taken 
him prisoner, but would hold them as dear as his father 
before him had done. 

And when these oaths had passed they struck off 
Argon’s fetters, and hailed him as their lord. Argon then 
desired them to shoot a volley of arrows into the tent of 
the Melic who had held them prisoners and who was in 
command of the army, that he might be slain. At his 
word they tarried not, but straightway shot a great number 
of arrows at the tent, and so slew the Melic. When that 
was done Argon took the supreme command and gave his 
orders as sovereign, and was obeyed by all. And you must 
know that the name of him who was slain, whom we have 
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called the Melic, was, Soldan ; and he was the greatest 
Lord after Acomat himself. In this way that you have 
heard, Argon recovered his authority. * 


CHAPTER XV. 

How Acomat was taken Prisoner. 

•f- (A MESSENGER breaks in upon Acomat’s festivities with 
the news that Soldan was slain, and Argpn released and 
marching to attack him. Acomat escapes to seek shelter 
with the Sultan of Babylon, i.e., of Egypt, attended by a 
very small escort. The Officer in command of a Pass by 
which he had to go, seeing the state of things, arrests him 
and carries him to the Court (probably Tabriz), where 
Argon was already arrived.) 


CHAPTER XVI. 

How Acomat was slain by orokr ok his Nephew. 

And so when the Officer of the Pass came before Argon 
bringing Acomat captive, he was in a great state of exulta- 
tion, and welcomed his uncle with a malediction,* saying 
that he should have his deserts. And he straightway ordered 
the army to be assembled before him, and without taking 
counsel with any one, commanded the prisoner to be put 
to death, and his body to be destroyed. So the officer 
appointed to this duty took Acomat away and put him to 
death, and threw his body where it never was seen again. 


♦ “ // dit a sen un^e qe il soil k maitvenu ” (see supra^ p. 1 1). 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

How Argon w.(^s recognized as Sovereign. 

•And when Argon had done as you have heard, and re- 
mained in possession of the Throne and of «he Royal Palace, 
all the Barons of the difierent Provinces, who had been 
subject to his father Abaga, came and performed homage 
before him, and obeyed him, as was his due/ And after 
Argon was well established in the sovereignty he sent 
Casan his son with 30,000 horse to the Arbre Sec^ I mean 
to the region so called, to watch the frontier. Thus then 
Argon got back the government. And you must know 
that Argon began his reign in the year 1286 of the 
Incarnation of Jesus Christ. Acomat had reigned two 
years, and Argon reigned six years; and at the end of 
those six years he became ill and died ; but some say ’twas 
of poison/ 


Note 1. — Arghun, a prisoner (see last note), and looking for the 
worst, was upheld by his • courageous wife Bulughan (see Prologue, 
chap, xvii.), who shared his confinement. The order for his execution, 
as soon as the camp should next move, had been issued, . 

Buka the Jelair, who had. been a great chief under Abaka, and had 
resentments against Ahmad, got up a conspiracy in favour of Arghun, 
and effected his release as well as the death of Alinak, Ahmad’s com- 
mander-in-chief. Ahmad fled towards Tabriz, pursued by a band of the 
Karaunas, who succeeded in taking him. When Arghun came near 
and saw his uncle in their hands he called out in exultation Mono ! — 
an exclamation, says Wassdf, which the Mongols used when successful 
in archery, — and with a gesture gave the signal for the prisoner’s death 
(loth August, 1^84). 

Buka is of course the Boga of Polo ; Alinak is his Soldan, The 
conspirators along with Buka, who arp named in the history of Wassdf, 
are Yesubuka^ Gurgan, Aruk, Kurntishi^ and Arkasun Noian, Those 
named by Polo are not mentioned op This occasion, but the names are 
all Mongol. Tag! jar, Ilchidai, Tughan,*Samaghar all appear in the 
Persian history of those times. Tagajar appears to have had the honour 
of a letter from the Pope (Nicolas IV.) in 1291, specially exhorting him 
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to adopt the Christian faith ; it was sent along with letters of like tenor 
addressed to Aighun, Ghazan, and other members of the imperial 
family. Tagajar is also mentioned by the contiQuator of Abulfaraj as 
engaged in the conspiracy to dethrone Kailchdtu. Ulatai was probably 
the same who went a few years later as Arghun’s ambassador to Cam- 
baluc (see Prologue ch. xvii.); and Polo may have heard the story from 
him on board ship. •- 

, {Assem. III. pti 2, 118 ; Mosheim, p. 80 ; Ilckau., passim.) 

Note 2. — ^Arghun obtained the throne on Ahmad’s death, as just 
related, and soon after named his son Gh^zdn (born in 1271) to the 
government of Khorasan, Mazanderan, Kumis, and Rei. Buka was 
made Chief Minister. The circumstances of Arghun’s death have been 
noticed already {supra, p. 304). 


CHAPTER XVIII. 

How Kiacatu seized the Sovereignty AfiER Argon’s Death. 

And immediately on Argon’s death, an uncle of his who 
was own brother* to Abaga his father, seized the throne, 
as he found it easy to do owing to Casan’s being so far 
. away as the Arbre Sec. When Casan heard of his father’s 
death he was in great tribulation, and still more when he 
heard of Kiacatu’s seizing the throne. He could not 
then venture to leave the frontier for fear of his enemies, 
but he vowed that when time and place should suit he 
would go and take as great vengeance as his father had 
taken on Acomat. And what shall I tell you ? Kiacatu 
continued to rule, and all obeyed him except such as were 
along with Casan. Kiacatu took the wife of Argon for his 
own, and was always dallying with women, for he was a 
great lechour. He held the throne for two years, and at 
the end of those two years he died ; for you must know 
he was poisoned.* 


* Frer carmus (see I. p. 172). 
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Note 1 . — KaikhItit, of whom we heard in the Prologue (Vol. I. 
P* 33 )» was the brother, not the uncle, of Argliun. On the death of 
the latter there were three claimants, viz., his son Ghazan, his brother 
'Kaikhatu, and his cousin Baidu, the son of Tarakai one of Hulaku’s 
sons. The party of Kaikhatu was strongest, and he was raised to the 
throne at Akhlath, 23rd July, 1291. He took as wives out of the Royal 
Tents of Arghun the Ladies Bulughdn (the 2nd, not her named in the 
^Prologue) and Uruk. All the writers speak of Kaikhatu’s character in 
the same way. Hayton calls him “ a man withoutflaw or faith, of ‘uo 
valour or experience in arms, but altogether given up to lechery and 
vice, living like a brute beast, glutting all his disordered appetites ; for 
his dissolute life hated by his own people, and lightly regarded by 
foreigners.” {Ram. II. ch. xxiv.) The continuator of Abulfaraj, and 
Abulfeda in his Annals, speak in like terms. {Assem. III. Pt. 2nd, 
119-120; Reiske, Ann. Abulf. III. loi.) 

Baidu rose against him ; most of his chiefs abandoned him, and he 
was put to death in March- April, 1295. He reigned therefore nearly 
four years, not two as the text says. 


CHAPTER XIX. 

How Baidu seized the Soverfjgnty after thc Death of Kiacatu. 

When Kiacatu was dead, Baidu, who was his uncle, and 
was a Christian, seized the throne.* This was in the year 
1294 of Christ’s Incarnation. So Baidu held the govern- 
ment, and all obeyed him, except only those who were 
with Casan. 

And when Casan heard that Kiacatu was dead and 
Baidu had seized the throne, he was in great vexation, 
especially as he had not been able to take his vengeance on 
Kiacatu. As for Baidu, Casan swore that he would take 
such vengeance oiT him that all the world should speak 
tHereof; and he^ said to himself that he wpuld tarry no 
longer, but would go at once against Baidu and make an 
end of him. So he addressed all his people, and then set 
out to get possession of his throng. • 

And when Baidu had intelligence thereof he assembled 
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a great army and got ready, and marched ten days to meet 
him, and then pitched his camp, and awaited the advance 
of Casan to attack him ; meanwhile addressing many prayers 
and exhortations to his own people. He had not been 
halted two days when Casan with all his followers arrived. 
And that very day a fierce battle began. But Baidu was. 
net fit to stand, long against Casan, and all the less that 
soon after the action began many of his troops abandoned 
him and took sides with Casan. Thus Baidu was discom- 
fited and put to death, and Casan remained victor and 
master of all. For as soon as he had won the battle 
and put Baidu to death he proceeded to the capital and 
took possession of the government ; and all the Barons 
performed homage and obeyed him as their liege lord. 
Casan began to reign in the year 1294 of the Incarnation 
of Christ. 

Thus then you have had the whole history from Abaga 
to Casan, and I should tell you that Alaii the conqueror 
of Baudac, and the brother of the Great Kaan Cublay, was 
the progenitor of all those I have mentioned. For he 
was the father of Abaga, and 'Abaga was the father of 
ijArgon, and Argon was the father of Casan who now 
reigns.* 

Now as we have told you all about the Tartars of the 
Levant, we will quit them and go back and tell you more 

about Great Turkey But in good sooth we have told 

you all about Great Turkey and the history of Caidu, and 
there is really no more to tell. So we will go on and tell 
you of the Provinces and nations in the far North. 


Note 1. — The Christian writers often ascribe Christianity to various 
princes of the Mongol dynasties without any good grounds. Certain 
coins of the Ilkhans of Persia, up to the time of Ghazan’s conversion to 
IsMm, exhibit sometimes Mahommedan and sometimes Christian for- 
mulae, but this is no indicatiqp of the religion of the prince. Thus coins 
not merely of the heathen Khans Abaka and Aighun, but of Ahmad 
Tigudar the fangtical Moslem, are found inscribed “ In the name of the 
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Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.” Raynaldus, under 1285, gives a frag- 
ment of a letter addressed by Arghun to the European Powers, and 
dated from Tabriz, “ in the year of the Cock,” which begins “ In Christi 
'Nomen^ AmenT^ But just in like manner some of the coins of Norman 
kings of Sicily are said to bear the Mahommedan profession of faith. 

The European Princes cohld not get over the belief that the Mongols 
were necessarily the inveterate enemies of Mahommedanism and all its 
professors. Though Ghazan was professedly a zealous Mussulman, we 
find King James of Aragon, in 1300, offering Cahan Rey del Md^l 
amity and alliance with much abuse of the infidel Saracens ; and the 
same feeling is strongly e^g^ressed in a letter of Edward II. of England 
to the “Emperor of the Tartars,” which apparently was meant for Oljaitu 
the successor of Ghazan. (Fraehn de Ilchan. Nummis^ vi. ^nd passim ; 
Raynald. III. 619 ; Kingtods Frederick II I. 396 ; Capmany\ Antiguos 
Tratados^ &c. p. 107 ; Rymer^ 2d Ed. III. 34; see also p. 15.) 

There are oth^ assertions, besides our author’s, that Baidu professed 
Christianity. Hayton says so, and asserts that he prohibited Mahom- 
medan pgroselytism among the Tartars. The continuator of Abulfaraj 
says that Baidu’s long acquaintance with the Greek Despina K/ialun, 
the wife of Abaka, had made him favourable to Christians, so that he 
willingly allowed a church to be carried about with the camp, and bells 
to be struck therein, but he never openly professed Christianity. In 
fact at this time the whole body of Mongols in Persia was passing over 
to Islam, and Baidu also, to please them, adopted Mahommedan practices. 
But he would only employ Christians as Ministers of State. His rival 
Ghazan, on the other hand, strengthened his owp influence by adopting 
Islam; Baidu’s followers fell off from him, and delivered him into 
Ghazan’s power. He was put to death 4th of October, 1295, about 
seven months after the death of his predecessor. There does not seem ' 
to have been a battle such as the text speaks of. 

Note 2. — Hayton testifies from his own knowledge to the remark- 
able personal beauty of Arghun, whilst he tells us that the son Ghazan 
was as notable for the reverse. After recounting with great enthusiasm 
instances which he had witnessed of the daring and energy of Ghazan, 
the Armenian author goes on : “ And the most remarkable thing of all 
was that within a frame so small, and ugly almost to monstrosity, there 
should be assembled nearly all those high qualities which nature is 
wont to associate with a form of symmetry and beauty. In fact among 
all his host of 200,000 Tartars you should scarcely find one of smaller 
stature or of uglier and meaner aspect than this Prince.” 

Pachymeres says that Ghazan made Cyrus, Darius, and Alexander 
his patterns, and delighted to read of them. He was very fond of the 
mechanical arts; “no one surpassed him 'in making saddles, bridles, 
spurs, greaves, and helmets ; he could haymer, stitch, and polish, and 
in such occupations employed the hours of his leisure from war.” The 
same author speaks of the purity and beauty of his coinage, and the 
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excellence of his legislation. Of the latter, so fam^s in the Easi^'an 
account at lengtf* is given by D’Ohsson* {Hay^n in jRamus. Ih ch. 
xxvL ; Pachym. Andron. Palaeol. VI. i ; P'Ohssdh, Vol.’ IV.) ' 


< » CHAPTER XX. 

Concerning King Conchi who rules the North. 

You must know that in the far north there is a King called 
CoNciii. He is a Tartar, and all his people* are Tartars, 
and they keep up the regular Tartar religion. A very 
brutish one it is, but 'they keep it up just the same as 
Chinghis Kaan and the proper Tartars did, so I will tell 
you something of it. 

You must know then that*'they make them a god of 
felt, and call him Natigai; and they also make him a 
wife; and then they say that these two divinities are the 
gods of the Earth who protect their cattle and their corn 
and all their earthly goods. They pray to these figures, 
and when they are eating a good dinner they rub the 
mouths of their gods with the meat, and do many other 
stupid things. 

The King is subject to no one, although he is of the 
Imperial lineage of Chinghis Kaan, and a near kinsman of 
the Great Kaan.* This King has neither city nor castle ; he 
and his people live always either in the wide plains or among 
great mountains and valleys. They subsist on the milk 
and fiesh of their cattle, and have no corn. The King has 
a vast number of people, but he carries on no war with 
anybody, and his people live in great tranquillity. They 
have enormous numbers of cattle, camels, horses, oxen, 
sheep, and so forth. 

You find in their country immense bears endrely white,' 
and more than 20 palms in length. There are also, large 
black foxes, wild asses, and abundance of sables ; those 
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cfeafur^s I tneiiji from the skins of which they make those 
predous, robes that cost /looo bezants ea^h. There are 
also yair^ in abyndance ; and vast multitudes of the Pha- 
roah’s rat, oh which the people live all the summer time. 
Indeed they have plenty of all sorts of wild creatures, for 
•the cojLintry they inhabit is very wild and trackless.* 

And you must know that this King pdSsesses one tract 
of country which is quite impassable for horses, for it 
abounds greatly in lakes and springs, and hence there is so 
much ice as well as mud and mire, that horses cannot 
travel over it. This difficult country is 13 days in extent, 
and at the end of every day’s journey there is a poi.t for the 
lodgment of the couriers who have to cross this tract. At 
each of these post-houses they keep some 40 dogs of great 
size, in fact not 'much smaller than donkeys, and these dogs 
draw the couriers over the day’s journey from post-house 
to post-house, and I will tell you how. You see the 
ice and mire ^re s 6 prevalent, that over this tract, which 
lies for those 13 days’ journey in a great valley between 
two mountains, no horses (as I told you) can travel, nor 
can any wheeled carriage either. Wh*erefore they make 
sledges, which are carriages without wheels, and made so 
that they can run over the ice, and also over mire and 
mud without sinking too deep in it. Of these sledges 
indeed there are many in our own country, for ’tis just 
such that are used in winter for carrying hay and straw 
when there have been heavy rains- and the country is deep 
in mire. On such a sledge then they lay a bear-skin on 
which the courier sits, and the sledge is drawn by six of 
those big dogs that I spoke of. The dogs have no driver, 
but go straight for the next post-house, drawing the sledge 
famously over ice and mire. The keeper of the post-house 
however also gets on a sledge drawn by dogs, and guides 
the party by the best and shortest way. And when they 
arrive at the .next station they find a new relay of dogs and 
sledges ready to take them on, whilst the old relay turns 
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back ; and thus they accomplish the whole journey across 
that region, always drawn by dogs,* . 

The people, who dwell in the valley?, and mountains 
adjoining that tract of 13 days* journey are great huntsmen, 
and catch great numbers of preciou's little beasts which are 
sources of great profit to them. Such are the Sable, the^ 
Ej-mine, the Vair, the Erculin^ the Black Fox, and many 
other creatures from the skins of which the most costly 
furs are prepared. They use traps, to take them, from 
which they can’t escape.^ But in that region the cold is 
so great that all the dwellings of the people are under- 
ground, and underground they always live.* 

There is no more to say on this subject, so I shall 
proceed to tell you of a region in that quarter, in which 
there is perpetual darkness. 


Note 1. — There are two Kuwinjis, or KauIstchis, as the name, from 
Polo’s representation of it, probably ought to be written, mentioned in 
connexion ..with the Northern Steppes, if indeed there has not been con- 
fusion about them ; both are descendants of Juji the eldest son of 
Chinghiz. One was the twelfth son cf Shaibani, the 5th son of Juji. 
Shaibani’s Yurt was in Siberia, and his family seem to have become pre- 
dominant in that quarter. Arghun, on his defeat by Ahmad {supra p. 
401) was besought to seek shelter with Kaunchi. The other Kaunchi 
was the son of Sirtaktai, the son of Orda, the eldest son of Juji, and was, 
as well as his father and .grandfather, chief of the White Horde whose 
territory lay north-east of the Caspian. An embassy from this Kaunchi 
is mentioned as having come to the court of Kaikhatu at Siah-Kuh 
(north of Tabriz) with congratulations, in the summer of 1293. Polo 
may very possibly have seen the members of this embassy, and got some 
of his information from them. (See Gold, Horde^ 149, 249 ; Jlkhans^ I. 
354> 403 ; II. 193, where Hammer writes the name Kandschu) 

It is perhaps a trace of the lineage of the old rulers of Siberia that 
the old town of Tyuman in Western Siberia is still known to the Tartars 
as Chirishis^Tora^ or the Fort of Chinghiz. (Erman^ I. 310.) 

- «Note 2 : — ^We se6 >hat Polo’s information in this chapter extends 
over the whole latitude of Siberia ; for the great White Bears and the 
Black Foxes belong to the i^ores of th6 Frozen Ocean ; the Wild Asses 
only to thp southern parts %f Siberia. As to the Pharoah’s Rat, see 
Vol I. p. %22. 
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Note 8. — No dog-sledges are now known I believe on this side of 
the course of the Obi, and there not south of about 6i® 30'. But in the 
1 ith century they were in general use between the Dwina and Petchora. 
And Ibn Batuta’s ac 5 ::ount seems to imply that in the 14th they were 
in use far to the south of the present limit : “ It had been my wish to 
visit the Land of Darkness, which can only be done from Bolghar. 
There is a distance of 40 days’ journey between these two places. I had 
to give up the intention however on account of the great difficulty attend- 
ing the journey and the little fruit that it promised. A that country th jy 
travel only with small vehicles drawn by great dogs. For the steppe is 
covered with ice, and the feet of men or the shoes of horses would slip, 
whereas the dogs having claws their paws don’t slip upon the ice. The 
only travellers across this wilderness are rich merchants, each of whom 
owns about 100 of these vehicles, which are loaded with meat, drink, 
and firewood. In fact, on this route there are neither trees nor stones, 
nor human dwellings. The guide of the travellers is a dog who has 
often made the journey before ! The price of such a beast is sometimes 
as high as 1000 dinars or thereabouts. He is yoked to the vehicle by 
the neck, and three other dogs are harnessed along with him. He is 
the chief, and all the other dogs with their carts follow his guidance and 
stop when he stops. The master of this animal never ill-uses him nor 
scolds him, and at feedipg-time the dogs are always served before the 
men. If this be not attended to, the chief of the dogs will get sulky and 
run off, leaving the master to perdition” (II. 399-400). 

The bigness attributed to the dogs by Polo, Ibn Batuta, and Rubru- 
quis, is an imagination founded on the work ascribed to- them. Mr. 
Kennan says they are simply half-domesticated Arctic wolves. Erman 
calls them the height of European spaniels (qu. setters?) but much^ 
slenderer and leaner in the flanks. A good draught dog according to 
Wrangell should be 2 feet high and 3 feet in length. The number of 
dogs usually attached to a sledge is greater than the old travellers 
represent, — none of whom however had seen the thing. 

Wrangell’s account curiously illustrates what Ibn Batuta says of the 
Old Dog who guides : “ The best-trainee} and most intelligent dog is 
often yoked in front . . . He often displays extraordinary sagacity and 
influence over the other dogs, e.g.j in keeping them from breaking after 
game. In such a case he will sometimes turn and bark in the opposite 
direction ; . . . . and in crossing a naked and boundless taundra in dark- 
ness or snow:drift he will guess his way to a hut that he has never visited 
but once before” (I. 159). Kennan also says: ‘‘ They are guided and 
controlled entirely by the voice and by a lead-dog who is specially 
trained for the purpose.” The like is related the Esquimaux dogs. 
Kennads Tent Life in Siberia^ quoted in'the Atheneetmy Nov. 12, 1870 ; 
Wood*s Mammaliay p. 266.) 

Note . — On the Erculin and Ercolin of the G. T., written Arcufin 
in next chapter, Arcolino of Ratnusio, Herculini of Pipino, no light is 
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thrown by the Italian or other editors. One supposes of course some 
animal of the ermine or squirrel kinds affording valuable fur, but I can 
find no similar name of any such animal. It may be the Argali or 
Siberian Wild Sheep, which Rubruquis mentions : “ I saw another kind 
of beast which is called Arcali; its body is just like a ram’s, and its 
horns spiral like a ram’s also, only they are so big that I could scarcely 
lift a pair of them with one hand. They make huge drinking-vessels out 
of these ” (p. 230). 

Vairy so often riientioned in medieval works, appears to have been a 
name appropriate to the fur as prepared rather than to the animal. This 
appears to have been the Siberian squirrel called in French petit-gris, 
the back of which is of a fine grey and the belly of a brilliant white. In 
the Vair (which is perhaps only varius or variegated) the backs and 
bellies were joined in a kind of checquer ; whence the heraldic checquer 
called by the same name. There were two kinds, menu-vair corrupted 
into minever^ and gros-vair^ but I cannot learn clearly on what the dis- 
tinction rested (see Douet d'Arcg^ p. xxxv). Upwards of 2000 ventres 
de menuvair were sometimes consumed in one complete suit,, of robes 
(ib. xxxii.). 

The traps used by the Siberian tribes to take these valuable animals 
are described by Erman (I. 452), only in the English translation the 
description is totally incomprehensible; also in Wrangell, I. 151. 

Note 5. — The country chiefly described in this chapter is probably 
that which the Russians, and also the Arabian Geographers, used to 
term Yugria^ apparently the country of the Ostyaks on the Obi. The 
winter-dwellings of the people are not strictly speaking underground, 
but they are flanked with earth piled up against the walls. The same is 
the case with those of the Yakuts in Eastern Siberia, and these often 
have the floors also sunk 3 feet in the earth. 


CHAPTER XXL 

Concerning the Land of Darkness. 

Still further north, and a long way beyond that kingdom 
of which I have spoken, there is a region which bears the 
name of Darkness, because neither sun nor moon nor 
st^s appear, but it is always as dark as with us in the 
twilight. The people have no king of their own, nor are 
they subject to any foreigner, and live like beasts. [They 
are dull of understanding, like half-witted persons.*] 
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The Tartars however sometimes visit the country, and 
they do it in this way. They enter the region riding 
mares that have 'foals, and these foals they leave behind. 
After taking all the plunder that they can get, they find 
their way back by help of the mares, which, are all eager 
\o get back to their foals, and find the w^y much better 
than their riders could do.* 

Those people have vast quantities of valuable peltry; 
thus they have those costly Sables of which I spoke, and 
they have the Ermine, the Arculin, the Vair, ^e Black 
Fox, and many other valuable furs. They are all hunters 
by trade, and amass amazing quantities of those furs. And 
the people who are on their borders, where the Light is, 
purchase all those furs from them ; for the people of the 
Land of Darkness carry the furs to the Light country for 
sale, and the merchants who purchase these make great 
gain thereby, I assuse you.^ 

The people of this region are tall and shapely, but 
very pale and colourless. One end of the country borders 
upon Great Rosia. And as there is no more to be said 
about it, I will now proceed, and first I will tell you about 
the Province of Rosia. 


Note 1. — In the Ramusian version we have a more intelligent repre- 
sentation of the facts regarding the Land of Darkfiess : “ Because for 
most part of the winter months the sun appears not, and the air is 
dusky, as it is just before the dawn when you see and yet do not see 
and again below it speaks of the inhabitants catching the fur animals 
“ in summer when they have continuous daylight.” It is evident that 
the writer of this version did^ and the writer of the original French which 
we have translated from did not understand what he was writing. The 
whole of the latter account implies belief in the perpetuity of the dark- 
ness. It resembles Pliny’s hazy notion of the northern regions : “ pars 
mundi damnata a rerum naturi et densd mersa caligine.” Whether the 
fault is due to Rustician’s ignorance or is Polo’s own, who can say ? We 
are willing to debit it to the former, and to credit Marco with the im- 
proved version in Ramusio. In the Masdiul^al-Absdry however, we have 
the following passage in which the conception is similar : " Merchants 
do not ascend (the Wolga) beyond Bolghar ; from that point they make 
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excursions through the Province of Julman (supposed to be the country 
on the Kama and Viatka). The merchants of the latter countiy pene- 
trate to Yughra which is the extremity of the Nortji. Beyond that you. 
see no trace of habitation e^^cept a great Tower built by Alexander, 
after which*there is nothing but Darkness.” The narrator of this, being 
asked what he -meant, said : “It is a region of desert mountains, where 
frost and snow. continually reign, where the sun never shines, no plant, 
vegetates, and noV^Luimal lives. Those mountains border on the Dark 
Sea, on which rain falls perpetually, fogs are ever dense, and the sun never 
shows itself, and on tracts perpetually covered with snow.* *(A^ et E,, 
XIII. L 285.) 

Note 2 . — This is probably a story of great antiquity, for it occurs in 
the legends of the mythical Ughuz^ Patriarch of the Turk and Tartar 
nations, as given by Rashiduddin. In this hero’s campaign towards the 
far north, he had ordered the old men to be left behind near Almalik ; 
but a very ancient sage called Bush! Khwaja persuaded his son to carry 
him forward in a box, as they were sure sooner or later to need the 
counsel of experienced age. When they got to , the Land of Kard 
Hulun^ Ughuz and his officers were much perplexed about finding their 
way, as they had arrived at the Land of Darkness.- The old Bushi was 
then consulted, and his advice was that they should take with them 
4 mares and 9 she-asses that had foals, and tie up the foals at the 
entrance to the Land of Darkness, but drive the dams before them. 
And when they wished to return they would be guided by the scent 
and maternal instinct^ of the mares and she-asses. And so it was done 
(see Erdmann^ Temudschin, p. 478).' Ughuz, according to the Mus- 
sulman interpretation of the Eastern Legends, was the great-grandson 
of Japhet. 

The story alsp found its way into some of the later Greek forms of 
the Alexander Legends. Alexander when about to enter the Land of 
Darkness takes with him only picked young men. Getting into diffi- 
culties the King wants to send back iTor some old sage who should 
advise. Two young men had smuggled their old father with them in 
anticipation of such need, and on promise of amnesty they produce him. 
He gives the advice to use the mares as in the text (See Mullet^ s ed, of 
Pseudo-Callisihenesy Bk. II. ch. xxxix.) 

Note 3 . — Ibn Batuta thus describes the traffic that took place with 
the natives of the Land of Darkness ; When the Travellers have accom- 
plished a Journey of 40 days across this Desert tract jtey encamp near 
the .t^r^fers of the Land of Darkness, Each of them then deposits there 
ihjb/jlQods that {le has brought with him, and all return to their quarters. 

jfie morrow they come back to look at their goods, and tod laid 
/beside them skins of the Sable, the Vair, and the Erpiine. If the owner 
of the goods is satisfied with what is laid beside his parcel he takes itj if 
not he leaves there. The inhabitants of the Land of Darkness may 
then (on another visit) increase the amount of their deposit, or, as often 
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happens, they may take it away altogether and leave the goods of 
the foreign merchants untouched. In this way is the trade conducted. 

, The people who go thither never know whether those with whom they 
buy and sell are men or goblins, for they never see any one !” (II. 401.) 

Abulfeda gives exactly the same account of the trade ; and so does 
Herberstein. Other Oriental writers ascribe the same custom to the 
• a people 3 months’ journey from Bolghar. These Wisu have 

been identified by Fraehn with the fVesses, a people sjpoken of by Russian 
historians as dwelling on the shores of the Bielo Osero, which Lfike 
indeed is alleged by a Russian author to have been anciently called 
Wusu {Golden Horde^ App. p. 429 ; Biisching^ IV. 359-60 ; Herberstein 
in JRam, II. 168 v. ; Frciehn^ Bolghar, p. 14, 47 ; Do., Ibn Fozlan, 205, 
seqq., 221). Dumb trade of the same kind is a circumstance related 
of very many different races and periods, e.g,, of a people beyond the 
Pillars of Hercules by Herodotus, of the Seres by Pliny, of the Sasians 
far south of Ethiopia by Cosmas, of the people of the Clove Islands by 
Kazwini, of a region beyond Segelmessa by Mas’udi, of a people far 
beyond Timbuctoo by Cadamosto, of the Veddas of Ceylon by Marig- 
nolli and more modern -writers, of the Poliars of Malabar by various 
authors, by Paulus Joylus of the Laplanders, &c,, &c. 

The term translated here “ Light,” and the “ Light Country,” is in 
the G. T. a la Carte, a la Cartes This puzzled me for a long 
time, as I see it puzzled Mr. Hugh Murray, Signor Bartoli, and Lazari 
(who passes it over). The version of Pipino, “ ad Lucis terras finitimas 
de/erunt,*^ points to the true reading ; — Carte is an error for Clarte, 

The reading of this chapter is said to have fired Prince Rupert with 
the scheme which resulted in the establishment of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company. 


CHAPTER XXII. 

Description of Rosia and its People. Province of Lac. 

Rosia is a very great province, lying towards the north. 
The people are Christians, and follow the Greek doctrine. 
There are several kings in^the country, and they have a 
language of their own. They are a people of simple pntan^-. 
ners, but both men and women very handsome, bdi% 
very white and .[tall, with long feir hair]. There are 'many 
strong defiles and passes in the country ; and they ! ' 
tribute to nobody except to a certain Tartai; king of the 
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. Ponent, whose •name, is Toctai ; to him indeed they pay 
tribute, but only a trifle. It is oot a land of- trade, though 
to be surt they have many fine/alKl valuable furs, such as 
Sables, in abundance, and Ermine, Vair, Ercolin, and Fox 
skins, the largest and finest in the world [and also much 
wax]. They illso possess many Silver-mines, from which? 
they derive a large amount of silver.' 

There is Qothing else worth mentioning ; so let us leave 
Rosia, and I will tell you about the Great Sea, and what 
provinces and nations lie round about it, all in detail ; and 
we will begin with Constantinople. — First, however, I should 
tell you of a province that lies between north and north- 
west. You see in that region that I have been speaking of 
there is a province called Lac, wliich is conterminous with 
Rosia, and has a king of its own. The people are partly 
Christians and partly Saracens. They ha^x abundance of 
furs of good quality, which merchants export to many 
countries. They live by trade arid handicrafts.' 

There is nothing more worth mentioning, so I will speak 
of other subjects ; but there is one thing more to tell you 
about Rosia that I had forgotten. You see in Rosia there 
is the greatest cold that is to be found anywhere, so great 
as to be scarcely bearable. The country is so great that it 
reaches even to the shores of the Ocean Sea, and ’tis in 
that sea that there are certain islands in which are produced 
numbers of gerfalcons and peregrine falcons, which are 
carried in many directions. From Russia also to Oroech 
it is not very far, and the journey could be soon made, 

. were it not for the tremendous cold ; but this renders its 
, I accomplishment almost impossible.' 

Now then let us speak of the Great Sea as I was about 
■“F to do. To be sure many merchants and others have been 
there, but still there are many again who know nothing 
about it, so it will be well to include it in our Book. We 
will do so then, and let us begin first with the Strait of 
. Constantinople. 
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Note 1. — Ibn Fozlan, the oldest Arabic author who gives any 
^Jetailed account of the Russiahs (and a very remarkable one it is), says 
he never saw people of fornr more perfectly developed ; they were 
tall as palm-trees, ifnd ruddy of countenance,” but at thS same time 
“ the most uncleanly people that God hath created,” drunken, and fright- 
fully gross in their manners (Fraehfis Tbn Fozlan^ p. 5, seqq.), Ibn 
, Batuta is in some respects less flattering ; he mentions the silver-mines 
noticed in our text : “At a day’s distance from Ukak (vide supra^ Vol. I. 
pp. 5 and 8) are the hills of the Russians, who ^re Cmistians. They hu.ve 
red hair and blue eyes ; ugly to look at, and crafty to deal with. They 
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have silver-mines, and it is from their country that are brought the 
saum or ingots of silver with which buying and selling is carried on in 
this country (Kipchak or the Ponent of Polo). The weight of each 
saumah is 5 ounces” (II. 414). Mas’udi also says: “The Russians 
have in their country a silver-mine similar to that which exists in Kho- 
rasan, at the mountain of Banjhir ” (i>., Fanjshir; II. 15; and see s%pr€t^ 
Vol. I. p. 153.) These positive and concurrent testimonies as to Russian 
silver-mines are remarkable, as modern o^rcounts declare that no silver 
is found in Russia. And if we go back to the i6th century, Herberstein 
says the same. There was no silver, he says, except wljat was imported ; 
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silver money had been in use barely loo years ; previously they had 
used oblong ingots of the value of a ruble, without any figure or legenc^ 
{Ram, II. 159.) The ruble was, therefore, perhaps originally the same 
as the saumah of Ibn Batuta, the sommo of Pegolorti, In Herberstein’s 
time the ruble appears to have been equal to two Hungary ducats, but 
I cannot interpret that equation. A ruble* seems to be still called by 
some term like saumah in Central Asia ; it is printed soom in the Ap-^ 
pendix to Davies’s Punjab Report, p. xi. 

Russia was ovemn with fire and sword as far as Tver and Torshok 
by Batu Elhan (1237-38), some years before his invasion of Poland and 
Silesia. Tartar tax-gatherers were established in ihe Russian cities as 
V Rostov imd Jaroslawl, and for imtny yearn , 

to the tton^l Khains 
Sara! Tbefr Sahjfxiion to the Khons' wio 

seeins to iraply ; and at least a dozen Russian princes met their death 
at the hands of the Mongol executioner. 

Note 2. — ^Though the direction should have been north-e%3t rather 
than north-west, the Lac of this passage appears to be the country of 
the Wali^achs in their original Asiatic seat, east of the Wolga, and 
adjoining the Bashkir country. Abulfeda calls ihtxst Auldk ; Rubniquis 
Iliac, which he says is the same wSrd as Bloc (the usual European form 
of those days being Blachi, Bldchia), but the Tartars could not pro- 
nounce the B (p. 275). Abulghazi says the original inhabitants of Kip- 
chak were the Urds, the Olaks, the Majars, and the Bashkirs, 

Note 3. — Oroech is generally supposed to be a mistake for Noroech, 
Norwege or Norway, which is probable enough. But considering the 
Asiatic sources of most of our author’s information, it is also possible 
that Oroech represents Wareg. The Waraegs or Warangs are cele- 
brated in the oldest Russian history as a race of warlike immigrants, of 
whom came Rurik the founder of the ancient royal dynasty, and whose 
name was long preserved in that of the Varangian guards at Constanti- 
nople. Many Eastern geographers, from A1 Biruni downwards, speak 
of the Warag or Warang as a nation dwelling in the north, on the 
borders of the Slavonic countries, and on the shores of a grdat arm of 
the Western Ocean, called the Sea of Waraug, evidently the Baltic. 
The Waraegers are generally considered to have been Danes or North- 
men, and Erman mentions that in the bazaars of Tobolsk he found 
Danish goods known as Varaegian, Mr. Hyde Clark, as I learn from 
a review, has recently identified the Warangs or Warings with the Varini, 
whom Tacitus couples with the Angli, and has shown probable evidence 
for fheir having taken part in the invasion of Britain. He has also 
shown that many points of the laws which they established in Russia 
were purely Saxon in charact^. {Bayer in Comment, Acad, Petropol, IV. 
276, seqq,; Fraehn in App. to Ibn Fozlan, p. 177, seqq, ; Erman, I 
374 ; Sat, Revicfe*, June 19, 1869 ; Gold, Horde, App. p. 428. 
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He uk(;ins to speak op the Straits of Constantinople, but 

DECIDES TO LEAVE THAT MATTER. 

At the straits leading into the Great Sea, on the west side, 

there is a hill called the Faro. But since beginning 

on this matter I have changed my mind,^ecause so many 
people know all about it, so we will not put it in our 
description, but go on to something else. And so 1 will 
tell you about the Tartars of the Ponent, and the lords 
who have reigned over them. 


CHAPTER XXIV. 

Concerning the Tartars of the Ponent and their Lords. 

The first lord of the Tartars of the Ponent was Sain, a 
very great and puissant king, who conquered Rosia and 
Comania, Alania, Lac, Menjar, Zic, Gothia, and Ga- 
zARiA ; all these provinces were conquered by King Sain. 
Before his conquest these all belonged to the Comanians, 
but they did not hold well together nor were they united, 
and thus they lost their territories and were dispersed over 
divers countries ; and those who remained all became the 
servants of King Sain.* 

After King Sain reigned King Patu, and after Patu 
Barca, and after Barca Mungletemur, and after Mungle- 
temur King Totamangul, and then Toctai the present 
sovereign.* 

Now I have told you of the Tartar kings of the Ponent, 
and next I shall tell you of a great battle that was fought 
between Alau the Lord of the Levant and Barca the Lord 
of the Ponent. 

So now we will relate out of tvhat occasion that battle 
arose, and how it was fought. 
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Note 1. — ^The Comanians, a people of Turkish race, the Pohmtczer 
of the old Russians, were one of the chief nations occupying the plain.% 
on the north of the Black Sea and eastward to the Caspian, previous to 
the Mongol invasion. Rubruquis makes them idel^tical with the Kip- 
CHAK, whose name is generally attached to those plains by Oriental 
writers, but Hammer disputes this. 

Alania, the country of the Alans on the northern skirts of the Cau- ^ 
casus and towards the Caspian ; Lac, the*Wallachs as above ; Menjar, 
probably the country about Mdjar^ on the Kuma River, a city which 
was visited by^bn Batuta, and is mentioned by Abulfeda 
It was in the X4th century the seat of a Franciscan convent Coins ctf 
that centuryt b^ of Majar and New Majar^are ^ven by ISirdniaithL 
Ttie bnildi^ of the fortresses of Kichi Majar and /(TIu ilsjar 
and great) is ascribed in the Derbend Namek to Anushkwnn. iPhe 
ruins oJT Majar were extensive when seen by Gmelin in tl^ last century, 
but when visited by Klaproth in the early part of the I>resent one there 
were few buildings remaining. Inscriptions found tliere are, like the 
coins, MongoLMahommedan of the 14^ century. • 

Klaproth, with reference to these ruins, says that M(yar merely means 
in “old Tartar” a stone building, and denies any conn^ion with the 
Magyars as a nation. However that may be, and Whether or no the 
city on the Kuma was thek head-quarters,* there, was evidently a people 
in this region known in the middle ages as Majar. One such mention 
from Abulghazi has been quoted in note 2 to chap. xxii. ; in the Masdlak- 
al-Absdr^ the Cherkes^ Russians^ Aas (or Alans), and Majar are "asso- 
ciated ; the Majar and 4 ^dn in Sharifuddin. {Ruhr, p, 246 ; D'Avezac^ 
p. 486, seqq.; Gold. Hordo^ p. 5 ; /. II. 375, seqq,; Biisching^ IV. 
359: Cathay,^. 233 ; Numi Asiatici, I. 333, 451 ; Klaproths Travels, 
ch. xxxi. ; N. et Ex., XIII., i. 269, 279 ; F. de la Croix, II. 383.) 

Zie is Circassia, The name was known to Pliny, Ptolemy, and other 
writers of classic times. Ramusio (II. 196 7») gives a curious letter to 
Aldus Manutius from George Interiano, “ Della vita tie' Zychi chiamati 
Circassi^' and a great number of other references to ancient and me- 
‘dieval use of the name will be found in D'Avezac's Essay so often 
quoted (p. 497). 

^ Gothia is the southern coast of the Crimea from Sudak to Bala- 
Jddva ^x>d the' mountains north of the latter, then still occupied by a 
Goths. The Genoese officer who governed this coast in the 
^ig^i^ntury bore the title of Capilanus Goliae; and a remnant of the 
jbibe stilf survi^d, maintaining their Teutonic speech to the middle of 

• ^Tiis doubt arises because Abulfeda also speaks of Majgaria, “ the capital of the 
country of the Madjgars, a Turk race *’ of nomads, by whom he seems to mean the 
Bashkirs {Reinauds Abulf. I. 324). And it is to the Bashkir country that the Fran- 
ciscan travellers seem to apply thei*term Great Hungary, showing that they were led 
to believe it the original seat of the Magyars {Ruhr. 274, Plan, Carpin, 747 ; and in 
same vol., DAimac,jp. 491). 
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the i6th ( entury, when Busbeck, the emperor’s ambassador to the Porte, 
fell in witli two of them, from whom he derived a small vocabulary and 
other particulars. (Busbequii Opera, 1660, p. 321, seqq.; DAvezac, p. 
498-9 ; ITeyd, II. 1/3, seqq.; Cathay, p. 200-201.) 

Gazakia, the Crimea and part of the northern shore of the Sea of 
Azov, formerly occupied by the Khazars, a people whom Klaproth 
^ endeavours to prove to hav^been of Finnish race. When the Genoese 
held their settlements on the Crimean coast the Bmrd at Genoa which 
administered the affairs of these colonies was felled The Office of 
Gazaria. 

Note 2. — ^The real list of the “ Kings of the Ponent,” or Khans of 
the Golden Horde, down to the time of Polo’s narraUve, runs thus : — 
Batv, Sarta^, UlagcM (these two* almost nominal), Baeka, Mancu 
Timur, Tuda Mangu, Tula Buka, Tuktuka or Toktai. Polo here 
omits Tula (though he mentions him below in chap, xxix.), and 
introduces before Batu, as a great and powerful conqueror, the founder 
of the empire, a prince whom he calls Scan. This is in fact Batu him- 
self, whom he has split into two kings. He bore the surname of Sain 
Khan, or “the Prince,” by which name he is mentioned, e.g., in 
Makrizi {Quatremh'fs Trans. II. 45), also in Wassdf {Hammer’s Trans. 
p. 29-30). Plano Carpini’s account of him is worth quoting : “ Hom- 
inibus quidem ejus satis benignus; timetur tamen valde ab iis; sed 
crudelissimus est in pugn^; sagax est multum; et etiam astutissimus 
in bello, quia longo tempore jam pugnavit.” This Good Prince was 
indeed crudelissimus in pugnL At Moscow he ordered a general 
massacre, and 270,000 right ears are said to»have been laid before 
him in testimony to its accomplishment. It is odd enough that a 
mistake like that in the text is not confined to Polo. The chronicle of 
Kazan, according to a Russian writer, makes Sain succeed Batu. {Car- 
pini, p. 746 ; J. As., sen 4, tom. xvii. p. 109 ; Busching, V. 493 ; also 
Gold. Horde, p. 142, note.) 

According to the Masdlak-al-Absdr the territory of Kipchak, over 
which this dynasty ruled, extended in length from the Sea of Istambul 
to the River Irtish, a journey of 6 months, and in breadth from Bolghar 
to the Iron Gates, 4‘(?) months’ journey. A second traveller, quoted in 
the same work, says the empire extended from the Iron Gates to Yu- 
ghra (see p. 414 supra), and from the Irtish to the country of i!as!-Nemej\ 
The last term is very curious, being the Russian Nlemicz, “ llS|u»l^” ^ 
term which in Russia is used as a proper name of the Germans peofde; 
to wit, unable to speak Slavonia {H. et Ex., Xlfl. i. 282; 284.) 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

Of the War that arose between Alau and Barca, and the 
Battles that they fought. 

It was in the year ia6i of Christ’* incarnation that there, 
arose a great dUcord between KiSg Alau the Lord of the 
Tartars of the Levant, and Barca the King of the Tartars' 
of the Ppnent ; "^e occasion wherep/ was a province. 

the Con&es of Both.^ : - 

exchange defiant and mal^ vast prepara- . 

'dbh&) * ■ 

And when his preparations were complete, Alau the 
Lord of the Levant set forth with all his people. ^ They 
marched for many days without any adventure to speak of, 
and at last they reached a great pldn whichjextends between 
the Iron Gates and the Sea of Sarain.* In this plain 
he pitched his camp in beautiful order ; and I can assure 
you there was many a rich tent and pavilion therein, so 
that it looked indeed like a camp of the wealthy. Alau 
said he would tarry there to sec if Barca and his people 
would come; so there they tarried, abiding the enemy’s 
arrival. This place where the camp was pitched was on 
the frontier of the two kings. Now let us speak of Barca 
and his people.^ 

Note 1 .— “ Que marcesoit A le un et A le autre, f in Scotch phrase, 
“which marched with both.” 

Note 2. — Respecting the Iron Gates, see VoL I. p. 51. The Cas- 
‘ piaii is here called the Sea of Sarain, probably for Sarai, after the great 
city on the Wolga. For we find it in die Catalan Map of 1375 termed 
the Sea of Sokto, Otherwise Sarain might have been taken for some 
corruption of ShirwAn; see VoL I. p. 56 note. 

Note 8. — ^The war here spoken of is the same which is mentioned 
in the very beginning of the book, as having compelled the two Elder 
Polos to travd much further eastward than they had contemplated. 

Many jealousies and heart-burnings between the cousins Hulaku 
and Barka had existed for several years. The Mameluke Sultan Bibars 
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seems also to have stimulated Barka to hostility with Hulaku, War 
broke out in 1262, when 30,000 men from Kipchak, under the 
df Nogm, ])assed Derbend into the province of Shirwan. They were at 
first successful, but afterwards defeated. In December, Hulaku at the 
hwd of 9 great army, passed Derbend, and routed the forces which met 
him. Abaka, son of Hulakw, was sent on with a large force, and came 
upon the opulent camp of Barka beyond the Terek. They were revelling 
In its plunder, when &rka rallied his troops and came upon the army of 
Abaka, driving them southward again, across the frolen river. The tee 
broke and many perished. Abaka escaped, chased by Barka to Derbend. 
Hulaku returned to Tabriz and made great preparations for vengeance, 
but matters were apparent!/ never carried ftuther. Hence Polo’s is any- 
. thing but an accurate account of the matter.' 

The following extract from Wassdf s History, referring to this war, is 
a fine sample of that prince of rigmarole : 

" In the wiSter*of 662 (a.d. 1262-3) ^ben the Almighty Artits had 
covered the River of Derbend rrith plates of silver, and the Furrier of the 
Winter 1 ^ clad the hills and heaths in ermme ; the river being frozen 
hard as a rock to the depth of a spear’s length, an army of Mongols went 
forth at the command of Barka Aghul, filthy as Ghiils and Devils of the 
dry-places, and m numbers countless as the rain-drops,” &c., &c. (Golden 
Horde, p. r63, seqq.; Jlehan. I. 214, seqq . ; Q. R. p. 393, seqq.; Q. Mak- 
rm, I. 170 ; Hammed s iVassd/, p. 93.) 


CHAPTER XXVI. 

How Barca and his Army advanced to meet Alau. 

'f*(BARCA advances vvith 350,000 horse, encamps on the 
plain within 10 miles of Alau; addresses his men, announc- 
ing his intention of %hting after 3 days, and expresses his 
confidence of success as they are in the right and have 
50,000 men more than the. enemy.) 
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CHAPTER* XXVl IP 

' . Of the Great Battle betweer ALAt and JSarca. 

'f‘(DESCRiPTioN of the Battle in the usual style, with 
nothing characteristic. Results in the rout of Baxca and 
great slaughter.) 


CHAPTER XXIX. 

How Totamangu 'WAS Lord of tjje Tartars of the Ponent. 

You must know there was a Prince of the Tartars of the 
Ponent called Mongotemur, and from him the sovereignty 
passed to a young gentleman called Tolobuga. But To- 
tamangu, who was a man of great influence, with the help 
of another Tartar King called Nogai, slew Tolobuga, and 
got possession of the sovereignty. He reigned not long 
however, and at his death Toctai, an able and valiant man, 
was, chosen sovereign in the place of Totamangu. But in 
the mean time two sons of that Tolobuga who was slain 
were grown up, and were likely youths, sible and prudent. 

So these two brothers, the sons of Totamangu, got 
together a goodly company and proceeded to the court of 
Toctju. When they had got thither they conducted them- 

‘ U asenble entore sez parlemeni de grand quantiU des buens homes'' 
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selves with-.^eat discretion, keeping on their knees tilt 
ha^l^^^^ryelcome, and to Stand up. Then;4)iie,‘ 
*cld*it SoVefrfgp^’thosrrj^lGkjod niy Xot4i;! 

...I- A ' t Ax. _ ' 'A. 


T9\(h 

^ slew, H^' tiiou wcll*knowffi 5 t *. 0 £^*q 5 

| ho* more, since he is dead, i)ut ^ c 


w4; 


; iwt^ce as the slayer of our Father; and^Vvtt*' 

pray thee,-a} Soiferiign Xo^^ to summon him before the^ . 
and to do^us-juatide^* "For this cause are we come!”* 

. * “^Toctai agrees to their demand and sends t^^o messen- 
gers to sumihlorl NogaS, but Nogai mocks at the message 
and refuses to ^o. Whereupon Toctai sends a second 
couple of messengers.) 



Note 1. — I ha^ not attempted to correct the obvious confusion 
here ; for in comparing Jhe story related here with the regular historians 
we find the knots too complicated for solution. 

In the text as it stands we first learn that Totamangu by help of 
Nogai kills Tolohuga, takes the throne, dies and is succeeded by Toctai. 
But presently we find that it is the sons of JTotamangu who claim 
.vengeance from Toc^i against Nogai for having aided Tolobuga to slay 
their father. Turning back to the list of princes in chapter xxiv. we 
find Totamangu indeed, biit Tolobuga omitted altogether. 

The outline of the history as gathered from Hammer and D’Ohsson 
is as follows : — 

Noghai, for more than half a century one of the most influential of 
the Mongol Princes, was a great-great-grandson of Chinghiz, being the 
son of Tatar, son of Tewal, son of Juji. He is first heard of a§ a leader 
under Batu Khan in the great invasion of Europe (1241), and*^ajs;ain in 
1258 we find him leading an invasion of Poland. 

In the latter quarter of the century he had established himself as 
practically independent, in the south of Russia. There is much about 
him in the Byzantine history of Pachymeres ; Michael Palaeologus sought 
his alliance against the Bulgarians (of the South), and gave him his ille- 
gitimate daughter Euphrosyne to wife. Some years later Noghai gave 
a daughter of his own in marriage to Feodor Rostislawitz, Prince of 
Smolensk. 

Mangu- or Mangku-Temur, the great n^hew and successor of Barka, 
died in 1280-81 leaving nine* sons, but was succeeded by his brother 
Tudai-Mangku (Polo’s Totamangu). Thi§ P«nce occupied him^lf 
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chiefly with the condpany of Mahomniedan theologiaSs avettte to 

the cares of government In 1287 he abdicated, and was replaced by 
TulabOgha (T&Iobuga) the son of an elder brother, whose power how* 
ever was shared by other princes. Tulabugha quarrelled with old Noghai 
and was preparing to attack him. Noghai however persiuded him to 
come to an interview, and at this Tulabugha was put to death. Toktai, 
one of the sons of Mangku-Temur, who was associated with Noghai, 
obtained the throne of Kipchak. This was in 1291. We hear nothing* 
of cons of Tudai-miingku or Tulabugha. * 

Some years later we hear of a symbolic declaration of war sent by 
Toktai to Noghai, and then of a great battle between them near the 
banks of the Don, in which Toktai is defeated. Later, they are again 
at war, and somewhere south of the Dnieper Noghai is beaten. As he 
was escaping with a few mounted followers, he was cut down by a 
Russian horseman. I am Noghai,*^ said the old warrior, “ take me to 
Toktai.” The Russian took the bridle to lead him to, the camp, but by 
the way the old chief expired. The horseman carried his head to the 
Khan ; its heavy grey eyebrows, we are told, hung over and hid the eyes. 
Toktai asked the Russian how he knew the head to be that o^Noghai ? 
“ He told me so himself,” said the man. And so he was ordered to 
execution for having presumed to slay a great Pcince without orders. 
How like the story of David and the Amalekite in Ziklag I (2 Samuel, 
ch. i.). 

The chronology of these events is doubtful. Rashiduddin seems to 
put the defeat of Toktai near the Don in 1298-99, and a passage in 
Wassif extracted by Hammer seems to put the defeat and death of Noghai 
about 1303. On the other hand there is evidence that war between 
the two was in full flame in the beginning of 1296; Makrizi seems to 
report the news of a great defeat of Toktai by Noghai as reaching Cairo 
in Jumadah I. a.h. 697 or February-March 1298. And Novairi, from 
whom D’Ohsson gives extracts, appears to put the defeat and death of 
Noghai in 1299. If the battle on the Don is that recounted by Marco it 
cannot be put later than 1297, and he must have had news of it at Venice, 
perhaps from relations at Soldaia. I am indeed reluctant to believe 
that he is not speaking of events of which he had cognizance before 
quitting the East; but there is no evidence in favour of that view. 
(Go/den Horde^ especially 269, seqq. ; Ilchan, II. 347, and also p. 35 ; 
jyOhsson^ IV. Appendix; Q, Makrizi^ IV. 60.) 

The symbolical message mentioned above as sent by Toktai to 
Noghai, consisted of a hoe, an arrow, and a handful of earth. Noghai 
interpreted this as meaning, “ If you hide in the earth, I will dig you 
out J If you rise to the heavens I will shoot you down 1 Choose a 
battle-fleld 1” What a singular similarity we have here to the message 
• that reached Darius 1809. years before, on this very ground, from 
Tokt^i’s predecessors, alien from him in blood it may be, but identical 
in customs ^nd mental characteristics : — 



CHS. XXX.-XXXII. TOCTAPS WAR WITH NOGAL 42^ 

At last Darius was in a great strait, and the Kings of the Scythians 
having ascertained this, sent a herald bearing, as gifts to Darius, a bird, 

a mouse, a frog, and five arrows Darius's opinion was that the 

Scythians meant to give themselves up to him But the opinion 

of Gobryas, one of the seven who had deposed the Magus, did not coin- 
cide with this ; he conjectured that the presents intimated : * Unless, O 
Persians, ye become birds, and fly into the air, or become mice and hide 
yourselves beneath the earth, or become frogs and leap into the lakes, 
ye shall never return home again, but be stricken by^ these arrows.' Xnd 
thus the other Persians interpreted the gifts.” {Herodotus^ by Carey, 
IV. 131, 132.) 


CHAPTER XXX. 

Of thk Skcond Message that Tocpai sent to Nogai, and 
HIS Reply. 

-f"(THEY carry a threat of attack if he should refuse to 
present himself before Toctai. Nogai refuses with defiance. 
Both sides prepare for war, but Toctai’s force is the greater 
in numbers.) 


CHAPTER XXXI. 

How Toctai marched against Nogai. 

-|"(The usual description of their advance to meet one an- 
other. Toctai is joined by the two sons of Totamangu 
with a goodly company. They encamp within ten miles of 
each other in the Plain of Nerghi.) 


CHAPTER XXXII. 

How Toctai and Nogai address their People, and the ne<t 
Day join Baitle. 

•|•(THE whole of this is in the usual formula without any 
circumstance worth transcribing. The forces of Nogai 

2 F 2 
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,t4QU^.vjiniferiQr in numbers arc the better men«at-arm 
iUng Toctiu shows ^eat, valour.) 


^CHAPTER 'XXXIII. 

Thiu valiant Feats and Victory of King Nogai. 

r|~(THE deeds of Nogai surpass all; ‘the enemy part an< 
scatter before him like a flock. They are routed and pur 
sued, losing 60,600 men, but King Toctai escapes, and s< 
do the two sons of Totamangu.) 


CHAPTER XXXIV. AND ‘^^LAST. 

Conclusion.* 

And now ye have heard all that we can tell you about the 
Tartars and the Saracens and their customs, and likewise 
about the other countries of the world as far as our 
researches and information extend. Only we have said 
nothing whatever about the Greater Sea and the pro- 
vinces that lie round it, although we know it thoroughly. 
But it seems to me a needless and useless task to speak 
about places which are visited by people every day. For 
there are so many who sail all about that sea constantly, 
Venetians, and Genoese, and Pisans, and many others, that 
everybody knows all about it, and that is the reason that I 
pass it over and say nothing of it. 

Of the manner in which we took our departure from 
the Court of the Great Kaan you have heard at the begin- 

*»This conclusion is not found^in any copy except in the Crusca Italian, and, with 
. a little modification, in another at Florence, belonging to the Pucd family. It is 
just possible that it was the embellishment of a transcriber or translator ; but in any 
case it is verjr old/^and^rves as an epilogue. 
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ning of the Book, in that chapter where we told you of all 
•the vexation and trouble that Messer MaiFeo and Messer 
Nicolo and MdSser Marco had about getting the Great 
Kaan’s leave to go ; apd in the same chapter is related the 
lucky chance that led to our departure. And you may 
* be sure that but for that lucky chance, we should never 
have got away in spite of all our , troublef and never have 
got back to our country again. But I believe it was God’s 
pleasure that we should get back in order that people might 
learn about the things that the world contains. For accord- 
ing to what has been said in the introduction at the begin- 
ning of the Book, there never was a man, be he Christian 
or Saracen or Tartar or Heathen, who ever travelled over 
so much of the world as did that noble and illustrious 
citizen of the City of Venice, Messer Marco the son of 
Messer Nicolo Polo. 


Thanks be to God! Amen! Amen! 
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Appendix A . — Gmealogy of the House of Chinghiz^ to end of Thirteenth%entury. 





Appendix B . — *The Polo Families. 

(I.) Genealogy of the Family of Marco Polo the Traveller. 
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•Appendix B. — contimied, 

( 11 .) The Polos of San Geremia. 

The preceding Table gives the Family of our Traveller as far as 1 have 
seen sound data for tracing it, either upwards or downwards. 

I have expressed, in the introductory notices, vxf doubts about the 
Venetian genealogies, which continue the family down to 1418 or 19, 
because it seems to me certain that all of them do more or less confound 
with our Polos of S. Giovanni Grisostomo, members of the other Polo 
Family of S. Geremia. It will help to disentangle the subject if we put 
down what is ascertained regarding the S. Geremia family. 

To the latter certainly belonged the following : — 

1302. Marco Polo of Cannareggio, see vol, i. p. xcv. (The Chiwch of S. 
Geremia stands on the canal called C.annareggio.) 

(1319. Bianca, widow of Giovanni Polo?) * 

i349i Marino Polo and Brothers. t 

1348. About this time died Nicolo Polo of S. Geremia, J who seems to have 
been a Member of the Great Council. § He had a brother Marco, 
and this #larco had a daughter Agnesina. Nicolo also leaves a 
sister Barkara (a nun), a son Giovannino (apparently illegiti- 
mate §), of in I 35 i>t a nephew Ghbrardo, and a niece 
Fii.ippa, t Abbess of Sta. Catarina in Mazzorbo. 

The executors of Nicolo are Giovanni and Donato Polo.J We 
have not their relationship stated. 

Donato must have been the richest Polo we hear of, for in the 
Kstimo or forced Loan of 1379 for the Genoese War, he is assessed 
at 23,000 fJfr, II A history of that war also states that he 
(“Donado Polo del Canareggio *’) presented the Government with 
1000 ducats, besides maintaining in arms himself, his son, and seven 
others.^ lender 1388 we find Donato still living, and mention of 
Ca'I'ARUZZA d, of Donato;** and under 1390 of Elena, widow of 
Donato.** 

The 'restanientary Papers of Nicolo also speak of GiActiMo Polo. 
He is down in the Estimo of 1379 for 1000 Lire ;% and in 1371 an 
inscription in Cicogna shows him establishing a family burial-place 
in Sta. Maria de’ ServLtt 

1379. In addition to those already mentioned we have Nicolo assessed at 
4000 lire, II 

1381. And apparently this is the Nicolo, son of Almoro {Hermolaus)^ who 
was raised to the Gxeat Council, for public service rendered, among 


* Document in Archivio Xii the Casa di Riantet-o, Bundle I.XXVIT.. No. 209. 
t „ M .. „ LXXIV., No. 651. 

List (extracted in 1868-9) of Doctunents in the above Archivio, but which seem to ha\'€ been 
.since mislaid. ... • 

$ Parchment in the possession of Cav. F, Stefani, containing a decision, dated i6th September, 
*35S* signed l*y *he Doge and two (Councillors, in favour of Giovannino Polo, natural son of the 
Noble Nicoletto of S. Geremia (y«. Nobilis Viri Nicoleti Paulo). 

II In Gallicciolli^ Delle Mem. Ven. AnUchetyaa. X795<^I* P- * 3 ®. In the MS. of Ca/rllari, 
Campiioglio VenetOf in the Marciana, the sum stated is 30M only, 
if Della Presa di Chiozza in Muratari^ Scriptt. xv 785. 

*• Documents seen by the Eklitor in the Arch, of the Casa di Ricovero. 
ft Cicogna^ I. j>. 77 * 
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30 elected to that honour after the War of Chioggia.* Under 1410 
we find Anna, relict of Nicolo Polo.f ^ 

1379. In this year also, A1.MORO, whether father or brother of the last, coifi 
ti^butes 4000 lire to the Estiino.f c 

1390. Clemente Polo (died before 1397)! and his wife MADDALUZiA.t 
1408 and 1411. Chiara, daughter of Francesco Balbi, and widow of £r- 
MOLAO (or Almoro) Polo, called of Sta, TrinUh,^ 

1416. Giovanni, perhaps the Giovannino mentioned above.f 
1474, seqq. Accounts belonging to the Trust Estate of JIartolomeo Polo of*' 
^ S. Ge|^emia.t 

There remains to be mentioned a Marco Poi«o, member of the Greater 
Council, chosen Auditor Sententiarum^ 7th March, 1350, and named 
among the electors of the Doges Marino Faliero (1354) and Giovanni 
Gradenigo (1355). same person appears to have been sent as 

Prowedit/*re to Dalmatia in 1355. As yet it is doubtful to what family he 
belonged, and it is possible that he may have belonged to our traveller’s 
branch, and have continued that branch according to the tradition. But 
1 suspect that he is identical with the Marco, brother of Nicolo Polo of 
S. Geremia, mentioned above, under 1348 (see also vol. i. p. ci). Capellari 
states distinctly that this Marco was the father of the I.ady whp married 
Azzo Trevisan (see Introd. pp. cv, cvi). 

It may be added that a Francesco Paulo appears among the list of 
those condemned for participation in the conspiratzy of Baiamonte Tie- 
polo in 1310 {Dandulo in Mur. XII. 410, 490). 


A PPE N D I X C . — Calendar of Documents Relating to 
Marco Polo and his Family. 

1. — (1280). 

Will of Marco Polo of S. Severe, uncle of the Traveller, executed at 
Venice, 5th August, 1280. An abstract given in vol. i. pp. liv, Iv). 

The originals of this and the two other Wills (Nos. 2 and 8) are in St. 
Mark’s Library. They were published first by Cicogna, Iscrizioni Veneziane, 
and agsun more exactly by Lazari. 


2.— (1300). 

Will of Mafifeo Polo, brother of the Traveller, executed at Venice, 31st 
August, 1300. Abstract given at p. xcii of vol. i. 


3 .— (1302). 


' Archii/io Generate — Maggior Consiglio — Liber Magnus^ p. 8 i 4 


1302, 13 Aprilis. (Capta est) : Quod fit gratia provido viro Marco Paulo 
quod ipse absolvatur a pend incursd pro eo quod non fecit circari unam suam con- 
ductam cum ignoraverit ordinem circa hoc. 

^ Ego Marcus Michael consiliarius m. p. s. 

Ego Paulus Delpkinus ,, ,, ,, 

Ego Marcus Siboto de mandato ipsorupi cancellari. 

a 

• Cagliari, MS. ; SoHuto, Viiedr Dnchidi^i^n. in Muratori^yi'SHl, 730.* , 

f Documents seen by the Editor iu the Arch, of the Casa di Ricovero. « 

i Communicate^ by Signor Berohet, There is some doubt if this refer to our Marco Polo (see 
vol. i. p. xciv). . * . 
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4 .- (1 305). 

4 <esolution of the Maggior Consiglio, in which Marco Polo is styled 
Marcus Paulo Milioni. (See p. xcv of vol, i.) In Archivio 
Generate^ Maggtor Cons, Reg, MS., Carta 82.’" 

“ Item quod fiat gratia Bonocio de Mestre de illis Libris centum quinqua- 
ginta duobus, in quibus extitit coiidempnatus per Capitaneos Postarum, occasione 
vini per eum portati contra bampnum, isto modo videlicet quod solvere debeat 
dictum debitum hinc*ad annos quatuor, solvendo annuatim qiiartum dicti debit! 
per hunc modum, scilicet quod dictus Bonocius ire debeat cgm nostris AmbaxL:- 
toribus, et ^Idum quod ei competet pro ipsis viis debeat scontari, et id quod ad 
solvendum dictum quartum deficiat per eum vel suos plegios integre persolvatur. 
Et sunt plegii Nobiles Viri Petrus Mauroceno et Marchus Paulo Milion et 
plures alii qui sunt script! ad Cameram Capitaneorum Postarum.” 


Decision in Marco Polo’s suit with Paulo Girardo, 9th March, 1311. 

(From the Archives of the Casa di Ricovero at Venice, Filza 
No. 202.) 

“ In nomine Dei Eterni Amen. Anno ab Incamatione Domini Nostri Jesu 
Christi millesimo trccentesimo undecimo, Mensis Marci die nono, intrante Indicione 
Nona, Rivoalti * « m * * 

“Cum coram nobnibus viris Dominis Catiiarino Dalmario et Marco 
Lando, Judicibus PeticioiRim, Domino Leonardo dk Molino, tercio Judice 
curie, tunc absente, inter Nobilem Virum Marcum Polo de confinio Sancti 
Johannis Grisostomi ex unit parte, et Paulum Girardo de confinio Sancti 
Apollinaris .ex altera parte, quo ex suo officio verteretur occasionc librarum trium 
denanorum grossorum Venetomm in parte un&, quas sibi Paulo Girardo petebat 
idem Marcus Polo pro dimidia libra muscli quam ah ipso Marco Polo ipse 
Paulus Girardo habuerat, et vendiderat precio suprascriptarum Librarum 
trium den. Ven. gros. et occasione den Venet. gross, viginti, quos eciam ipse 
Marcus Polo eidem Polo Girardo pectebat pro manchamento unius sazii de 
musclo, quern dicebat sibi defficere de libr^ una muscli, quam simul cum supra- 
scripti dimidi^ ipse Paulus Girardo ab ipso Marco Polo habuerat et receperat, in 
parte alterd de dicta, Barbaro advocator! (r/V) curie pro suprascripto Marco Polo 
sive Johannis (j/r) PoLOt de Confinio Sancti Johannis Grisostomi constitutus 
in Curid pro ipso Marco Polo sicut coram suprascriptis Dominis Judicibus 
legitimum testificatum extiterat .... leg! fecit quamdam cedulam bam- 
bazinam scriptam manu proprid ipsius Pauli Girardi, cujus tenor talis, vide- 
licet : . . . . * de avril recevi to Polo Girardo da Missier Marco Polo librc 

4 de musclo metemelo libre tre de gross/. A //cor a recevi io Polo libre u/ta de musclo 
che me lo /nete libre sei de gross/ ^ et va a so risico et da sita vi//tura et dat/iclo in c/iole- 
ganza a la mitade de lo precio? « Quare cum ipse Paulus noluerit 

satisfacere de predictis, nec velit ad presens * ♦ ♦ * 

♦ • Condempnatum ipsum Paulum Girardo in expensis pro parte 

dicti Marci Paulo factis in questione, dando et assignando sibi termiuum com- 
petentem pro predicifc omnibus et singulis persolvendis, in quern terininum si non 
solveret judicant ipsi domini judices quod cap! debetur ipse Paulus Gerardo et 
carceribus Comunis Venetiarum precludi, de quibus exire non posset donee sib! 
Marco Paulo omnia singula suprascripta exolvenda dixisset, non obstante ab- 



• For the indication oftMs I am indebted' to Professor Minotlo. 

t This perhaps indicates that Marco’s half brother Giovannino was in partnership with him. 
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senci& ipsius Pauli Gerardo cum sibi ex parte Domini Duels proministeriaie 
Curie Palacii preceptum fuisset ut hodie esset ad Curiam Peticionum. 

Katharinus Dalmario Judex Peticionum manu me& 
siibscripsi. 

^ “Ego Marcus Lando Judex PetHonum manu me& subscripsi. 

**Ego Nicoiaus, Presbiter Sancti Canciani notarius complevi et 
roboravi.*’ 

In a list of documents preserved in the Archives of the Casa di Ricovero^ 
occurs the entry which follows. But several recent searches have 
been made for the document itself in vivin. 

“ No. 94 Marco GAllktti htveste della proprietci del beni cite si traitano in 
^ S, Gimuinni Crisostomo Marco Polo di Xicolo. 13191 10 Seitem- 
bre, ro^ato dal notau} Nicoh Prete di S, Canciano^' 

The notary here is the same who made i^he offkia} record of the 
document last cited. 


(1323)- * 

Document concerning House Property in S. Giovanni Grisostomo, adjoin* 
ing the property of the Polo Family, and sold bjfcthc Lady Donata to 
her husband Marco Polo. Dated May, 1323. 

.See No. 10 below. 


S.— (132+). 

Will of Marco Polo. (In St. Mark’s Library).* 

r 

In Nomine Dei Eterni Amen. Anno ab Incaniatione' Dni. Nri. Jhu. Xri. millesiino trccentesiino vige- 
simo tertio, mensis Januarii die nono,t intrante Indictione septima, Kivoalti. 
Divine inspiracionis donum est et provide mentis arbitrium ut antequam superve- 
niat mortis iudicium quilibet sua bona sit ordinare sollicitus ne ipsa 
sua bona inordinata remaneant. Quapropter ego quidem Marcus Paulo 
de conbnio Sancti Johannis Chrysostomi, dum cotidie debilitarer propter infirmitatem cor- 
poris, sanus tamen per Dei gratiam mente, integrofiue consilio et sensu, timens ne ab in- 
testate decederem, et mea 1x)na inordinata remanerent, vocari ad me 
feci JoHANEM Jl'stimam'M pre^bitcnim .Sancti IVoculi ct Notarium, ipsumque rogavi qiiatcnus hoc meum 
scriberet testamentum per integrum et compleret. In quo mcas fidecommTssarias etiam con- 
stituo Donatam dilectam uxorem meam, et Fantinam et Bellklam atque Moretam 
peramabiles iilias meas, ut secundum quod hie ordinavero darique Jussero, 
itft ipse post obitum meum adimpleant. Primiter enim omnium volo et ordi- 
no dari rectam decimam et volo et ordino distribui libras denariorum 
venelorum duo millia ultra decimam, de quibus dimitto soldos viginti denariorum 
Venet, grossorum Monasterio Sancti Laurentii ubi meam eligo sepulturam. Item di- 
jnitto libras trecentas den, Venet, Ysabete Quirino cogibte mee quas 
mihi dare tenetur. Item soldos quadraginta cuilibet monasteriorum et ^ospi- 
taliorum^a Gradu usque ad Capud Aggeris. Item dimitto conventui sanctorum Johanis 

c 

* We print this line for line with the original ; see facsimile at p. xcviii. of vul. i, 
t /. A, 9th January, 13*4. 
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et Pauli Predicatorum illud quod mihi dare tenetur, et libras decern Fratri Renerio 
et libras quinque Fratri Benvenuto Veneto Ordinis Predicatorum, ultra illud 
quod mihi dare tenetur. Item dimitto libras quinque cuilibet Congregation! Rivoalti 
et libras quattuor cuilibet Scolarum sive fraternitatum in quibus sum. Item dimitto 
«oldo8 viginti denariorum VenAcrtim grossorum Presbitero Johanni Justiniano notario pro labore 
istius mei testamenti et ut Dominum pro me teneatur deprecare. Item absolvo 
Petrum famuluiu meum de genere Tartaromm ab omni vinculo servitutis ut 
Deus absolvat animam meam ab omni culpi et peccato. Item sibi remitto omnia 
qu* adquisivit in domp su^ suo labore, et insuper dimitto libras 
denariorum Venetofum centum. Residuum vero dictarum duarum millia librarum absque decimS 
distribuatur pro animi mei secundum bonam discreptionem^commissariarum mearum. 
De aliis meis bonis dimitto suprascripte Donate uxori et commissarie mee 
libras octo denariorum Venetorum grossorum, omni anno dum ipsa vixerit, pro suo usu, ultra 
suam repromissam et stracium %t^ omne capiul massariciorum cum tribus lectis 
corredatis. Omnia uero alia bona mobilia et immcj^ilia inordinata, et .si 

de predictis ordinatis aliqua inordinata remancrent, quocumque modo jure et 
formi mihi spectantia, seu que expectare vel pertinere potuerunt vel p <ssent, tarn ju- 
re successorio et testamcntario ac hereditario aut paterno fratemo matemo et 
ex quicumque alii propihquitate sive ex 4inea ascendenti et descendenti vel ex colaterali 
vel alii quicumque de causi mihi pertinencia seu expectaiicia et de quibus secundum for- 
mam statuti Veneciarum mihi expectaret, plenam et specialem facere mentionem seu dis- 
‘^d’sxt^^em et ordinacionem quamquam in hoc et in omni casu ex formi statuti 
specihcater facio specialiter et expresse dimitto suprascriptis hliabus meis Fantine, 
Bellele, et Morete, libere et absolute ihter eas equaliter dividends, ipsasque 
mihi heredcs instituo in omnibus et singulis meis bonis mobilibus et immobilibus 
juribus et actionibus, tacitis et expvessis qualitercumque ut predicitur niichi pertinentibus et expec- 
tantibus. Salvo quod Morkta preclicta hlia mea habere debeat ante partem de mo- , 
re tantum quantum habuit quelibet aliarum hliarum mearum pro dote et corredis 
suis. Tamen volo quod si que in hoc meo testamento essent contra statuta et consilia 
Communis Veneciarum corrigantur et reducantur ad ipsa statuta et consilia. Preterea do 
et confero suprascriptis commissariabus q[ieis post obitum lAeum plenam virtutem et po- 
testatem dictam meam commissariam intromittendi administrandi et fumiendi, inquirendi inter- 
pel landi placitandi respondendi ad vocationem interdicts et placita tollendi, legem petendi 
et consequendi si opus fuerit, in anima mea jurandi, sententiam audiendi et prosequendi, 
vendendi et alienandi, intromittendi et interdicendi petendi et exigendi sive excuciendi 
omnia mea bona, et habere a cunctis personis ubicumque et apud quemcumque ea 
vel ex eis poterint invenirc, cum cartd et sine carta, in curia et extra curi^, et 
omnes securitatis cartas et omnes alias cartas necessarias faciendi, sicut egomet presens 
vivens facere possem et debercm. Et ita hoc meum Testamentum firmum et sta- 
bille esse iudico in perpetuum. Si quis ipsum frangere vel violare presumpserit male- 
dicionem Omnipotentis Dei incurrat, et sub anathcmate trecentorum decern et octo 
Patrum constrictus permaneat, et insuper componat ad suprascriptas meas fidecommissarias 
aureas libius quinque, et hec mei Testamenti Carta in sua permaneat hrmitate. 
Signum suprascripti Domini Marci Paulo qui hec rogavit fieri. 

** Ego Petrus Grifo testis presbiter. 

Ego Nufrius Barberius testis. 

iEgo Johanes Justinianus presbiter Sancti Proculi et notarius complevi 
et roboravi.” • 



9 .— ( 132 ^). 

Release by the Lady Donata and her three daughtei%, as Executors 
the deceased Marco Polo, to Marco Bragadino. (From the Ai'chivto 
NotariU at Venice.) * 

“In nomine Dei Eterni Amen. Anno ab Ixic. Dni. Ntri. Jhu. Xri. Millesimo 
trecentesimo vigesimo. quinto, mensis Junii die septimo, exeunte Indictione 
octav&, Rivoalti. ^ 

“ Plenam et irrevocabilem securitatem facinius nos DoyAxA relicta, Fan TINA, 
JHellel^ et Mar%ta quondam filie, et nunc omnes commissarie Marci Polo 
de confinio Sancti Joannis Grisostomi cum nostris successoribus, tibi Marco 
BRAGApiNO quondam de confinio Sancti Geminiani nunc de confinio Sancti 
Joannis Qrisostomi, quondam genero antedicli MAlt!bi PoLO et tuis heredibus, de 
omnibus bonis mol^libus quondam suprascripti SAgci Polo seu jpsius eonpiuli-. 
isirm petite Braoaihho quoque^modo 

luSfilis et ante obitum, ad obttm||g et post pintum ipdus 

Ji^per de tota colLeganciA cfiiam a diet! quondam MA&co PpLO. Ipe 

'ejus Ittcto usque ad presentem diem ^ « in ' ^ ^ 

contra hanc securitatis cartam ire temptaverimus tunc emendare debeamus cum 
nostris successoribus tibi et tuis heredibus auri libras quinque, et hec seciintatis 
carta in sua permaneat firmitate. Signum suprascriptarum Donate relicte, 
Fantine, Bellelle et Marote, omnium filiarum et nunc commi^iiarie, que^ 
hec rogaverunt fieri. * 

“ Ego Pejrus Massa^io clericus Ecclesi^ Seti. Geminiani t^tis 
subscripsi. 

“ Ego Si>t£ON Gorgii de Jadra testis su^cripsi. 

“Ego Dominicus Mozzo presbiter plebanus Seti. Geminiani et 
notarius complevi et roboravi. 

“ JMarcus Barisano presbiter Canontcus et notarius ut vidi in matre 
testis sum in fillia. 

“lEgo Joannes Teupullo Judex Esaminatorum ut vidi in matre 
testis sum in fillip. 

“ (L. S. N.) Ego magister Albrrtinus de Mavis Notarius Veneciarum hoc 
exemplum exemplari anno ab incarnatione domini nostri Jesu 
Christi Millesimo trecentesimo quinquagesimo quinto mensis 
Julii die septimo, intrante indictione octava, Rivoalti, nil addens 
nec minuens ciuod sentenciam mutet vel seiisum tollat, complevi 
et rolwravi.” 


10.~-(i333). 

Attestation by the Gastald and Officer of the Palace Court of his having 
put the Lady Donata and her daughters in possession of two tene- 
ments in S. Giovanni Grisostomo. Dated 12th July, 1333. 

(From the Archivio of the Istituto degli Esposti, No. 6). 

^ The document begins with a statement dated 22nd August, 1390, 
, " by Morandus de Carovellis, parson of St. ApoUinaris and 
c Chancellor of the Doge’s Aula, that the original document having 
been lost, he, under authority of the Doge and Councils, had for- 
mally renewed it from the copy recorded in his office. * 

“In nomine Dei Etemi Amen. Anno Incam. D. N. J. C. millesimo 
trecentesimo tregesimo . tercio mensis Julii dif^ duodecimo, intrantis indicione 
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prima Rivoalti. Testifiwr Ego DOnaws Gastaldio Dni, nostri Dni. Fraijcisci 
Dandulo Dei grati| inclyti Venetianim Docis, et Ministerialis Curie Palacii, quod 
> die tercio intrante suprascripti mensis Jttlii, propter preceptum ejusdem Dni. 
Ducis, se cundum formam statuti Veneciarum, posui in tenutam et corporalem 
pc^ssioiiem Donate quondam uxorem, Fantinam et Moretam quondam 
filias, oiunes commissarias Nobilis Viri Marci Paulo de confinio Seti. Jo- 
hannis Cirisostomi, nomine ipsius Commissarie, cum Belella olim filii et simi- 
liter noininata commissaria dicti Marci Paulo * * ,, * de duabus proprie- 

tatibus lerra.rum et casis copertis et discopertis positis in dicto confinio Seti. 
Johannis Dri6ostomi^ que firmant prout inferius in infrascripte notitie cartfi con- 
tinetur • * • • ut in ei Icgitur : « 

y Ilec cst carta fata anno ab Inc. D. N. J. C. millesimo trecentesimo vigesimo 
tercio, mensis Maij die non^exeunte Indictione sextd, Rivoalti, quam. fieri facit 
Dnns. Jol^es Superantio D 7 G. Veneciarum Dalmacie atque Cioade olim Dux, 
enm tois judieibus examinatohim, suprascripto Marco Paulo postquam venit ante 
.tilani suommque judicum examinatorum presenciam ipse Majlcus Paulo de con- 
'finio Seti* Jol^nis Grisostomi, et ost^dit ds duas cartas completa£ et loboratas, 
prinuiquahim est venditionis et securiiatis carta, facta anno ab Inc. D. N. J* C. 
(1321) mensis -Junii die decimo, intAnte indictione quintH, Rivoalti ; quit manifestum 
t iddt ipsa Donata uxor Marci Paulo de confinio Seti. Johannis Grisostomi cum 
, suis successoribus quia in Dei et Christ! nomine dedit, vendidit, atque transactavit 
‘ sibi Marco Paulo viro suo de eodem confinio et suis heredibus duas suas pro- 
.^rietateS terre, et casas ^ertas et discopertas, que sunt hospicia, videlicit camere 
et cami'ni, simul conjuneflf versus Rivum . . . secundum quod dicta proprietas 
sive hospicium firmat ab uno suo capite, tarn superius quam inferius, in muro 
comuni huic proprietdti et proprietati Marci Paulo et Stepiiani Paulo, Et 
ab alio suo capite firmat in uno alio muro comuni huic proprietati et predictorum 
Marci et Stephani PauIo. Ab imo suo latere firmaf in supradicto Rivo. Et 
alio suo latere firmat tarn superius quam inferius in salis sive porticis que sunt 
comunes huic proprietati et proprietati fuprascriptorum Marci et S^phani 
Paulo fratrum. Unde hec proprietas sive hospicia habent introitum et exitum 
per omnes scalas positas a capite dictarum salarum sive porticuum usque ad curiam 
et ad viam comunem discurrentem ad Ecclesiam Seti. Jfihannis Grisostomi ct alio, 
Et est sciendum quod curia, puthei, gradate, et latrine sunt comunes huic proprie- 
tati et proprietati suprascriptorum Marci et Stephani Paulo fratrum. * * * * 
[The definition of the second tenement— cusina — follows, and then a long 
detail as to a doubt regarding common rights to certain sa/e sive porticus magne 
que respiciunt'et sunt versus Ecclesiam Seti, Johannis Grisostomi^ and the discussion 
by a commission appointed to report ; and, again, similar detail as to stairs, wells, 
&c.]— ‘declaraverunt et determinaverunt omnes suprascripti cancellarii in con- 
cordift quod tarn putheus qui eA in dietd curid, quam etiam putlieus qui est extra 
curiam ad quern itur per quamdam januam que est super calle extra januam princi- 
palem tocius proprietatis de Cha Polo, sunt communes supradictis duabus pro- 
prietatibus Marci Paulo et toti reliquo dicte proprietatis quod est indivisum.* 
♦ ♦ • * Et ego suprascriptus Donatus Gastaldio supradicti Dni. Ducis 
secundum predictas declarationes et determinationes posui suprascriptas commis- 
sarias dicti Marci Paulo die suprascripto tercio intrante mensis Julii in tenutam 
et possessionem de suprascriptis duabus proprietatibus confiniatis in cartd noticie 
supradicte. Et hoc per verum dico t^timonium. Signum supradicti Donati 
Gastaldionis PnL Ducis, et Ministerialis Curie Palacii, qui hec rogavit fieri;'’ 
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11. — {1336). 

Release granted by Agnes Lauredano, sister, and by Fantina Bragadino 
and Moreta Dolphyno, daughters, and all three ^Trustees, of the late 
, Domina Donata, relict of Dominus Marcus Polo of S. Giov. Grisos- 
tomo, to Dominus Raynuzo Dolphyno of the same, on account pf 24 
lire of grossi* which the Lady Donata Polo had advanced to him on 
pledge of many articles. Dated 4th March, 133;^. The witnesses 
^ and notary are the same as in the next. 

(In the Archivio Generale j Pacta^ Serie T, No. 144). 

12. -(i336). ^ 

■ * 

Release by the Ladies Fantina and Moreta to their aunt Agnes Laure- 
dano and themselves, as Trustees of the late Lady Donata, or 
account of a legacy left them by the Ij^ter. Dated 4th March, 1336. 
(In the Archivio Generate; Pacta^ Serie 1 , No. 143.) 

“Plenam et irrevocabilem securitatem facimns nos Fantina uxor Marci 
Bragadino de continio Scti. Johannis Grisostomi et Moreta uxor Renuzi Dei^- 
PINO de dicto confinio Scti. Johannis Grisostomi, am^ ^‘rores, et filie t:omdaC 
Donate relicte Domini Marci Pollo de dicto conmio Scti J. G. cum nostrii 
successoribus, vobis Agneti Lauredano, comdam sorori, ac nobis preditis 
Fantine et Morete olim filiabtis (predicte Donate) oi^tnibus commissariabus 
predicte Donate relicte dicti Domini Marci Polo de predict© conhnio S. J. G 
et vestris ac nostris successoribus de libris denariorttm Vcfteciarum Grossorum 
quadraginta quinque, que libre den, Ven, gros, quadraginta quinque sunt pro parte 
librarui%</i^/. Vcn. gros. quadraginta octof quas suprascripta Domina Donata olim 
mater nostra secundum forraam sui testament! cartam nobis dimisit, in quibm 
libris ♦ ♦ ♦ sententiam obtinuimus ♦ ♦ ♦ anno ab Inc. D. N, J. C. 

Millesimo trecentesimo trigesimo quinto mensis febbruarij die ultimo (29th Febru- 
ary, 1336} indictione, quarta Rivoalti. 

“ Signum suprascriptarum Fantine et Morete que hec rogaverunt fieri. 

“♦Ego Marcus Lovari Canonicus Sancti Marci testis subscripsi. 
“*Ego Nicoletus de Bonomo Canonicus Sancti Marci testis 
subscripsi. 

“ (L. S. N) Ego Presbiter Guido Trevisano Canonicus Sancti Marcij ct 
Notarius complevi et roboravi,” 


About go/. 


f About 180/. 
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7. MS. OF Paris Library, 3195. 8. Pipino’s Version (British Mu- 9. Version of Cicogna MS. in L 10. Version printed in the 
(Geographic Latin.) seum, King’s Libr. 14 c. xiii.). Museo Civico, Venice. Novus Orbis of GRYNiEUS. 
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Appendix E. — The Preface of Friar Pipino to his 
Latin Version of Marco Polo. , 

(Circa 1315-1320.) 


**The Book of that prudent, honourable, and most truthful gentleman, Messer 
MARca'^PoLO of Venice, cpncerning the circumstances and manners of the Regions 
of the East, which he conscientiously wrote and put forth in the Vulgar Tongue, 
I, Friar Francesco Piping of Bologna, of the Order of the Preaching Friars, 
am called upon by a number of my Fathers and Masters to render faithfully and 
truthfully out of the vulgar tongue into the Latin. And this, not merely because 
they are themselves persons who take more pleasure in Latin than in vernacular 
compositions, but« also that those who, owing to the diversity of languages and 
dialects, might And the perusal of the original difficult or impossible, may be able 
to read the Book with understanding and enjoyment. 

‘‘The task, indeed, which they have constrained me to undertake, is one which 
they themselves could have executed more competently, but they were averse to 
distract their attention from the higher contemplations and sublime pui'suits to 
which they are devoted, in order to turn their thoughts and pens to things o£>the 
earth earthy. I, therefore, in obedience to their orders, have rendered the whole 
substance of the Book into such plain Latin as was suited to its subject. 

“ And let none deem this task to be vain and unprofitable; f^r I am of opinion 
that the perusal of the Book by the Faithful may merit an abounding Grace from 
the Lord ; whether that in contemplating the variety, beauty, and vastness of God’s 
Creation, as herein displayed in his marvellous works, they may be led to bow in 
adoring w-onder before His Power and Wisdom *; or, that, in considering the depths 

blindness and impurity in which the Gentile Nations are involved, they may be 
constrained at once to render thanks to God Who hath deigned to call his faithful 
people i^t of such perilous darkness into his marvellous Light, and to pray for 
the illumination of the hearts of the Heathen. ' Hereby, also, the sloth of un- 
devout Christians may be put to shame, when they see how much more ready the 
nations of the unbelievers are to worship their Idols, than are many of those who 
have been marked with Christ’s Token to adore the True God. Moreover, the 
hearts of some members of the religious orders may be moved^ to strive for the 
diffusion of the Christian Faith, and by Divine Aid to carry the Name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, forgotten among so vast multitudes, to those blinded nations, 
among whom the harvest is indeed so great, and the labourers so few. 

“ But lest the inexperienced Reader should regard as beyond belief the many 
strange and unheard of things that are related in sundry passages of this Book,^ 
let all know Messer Marco Polo, the narrator of these marvels, to be a 
most respectable, veracious, and devout person, of most honourable character, 
and receiving such good testimony from all his acquaintance, that his many virtues 
alaim entire belief for that which he relates. His Father, Messer Nicolo, a man 
Qf the highest respectability, used to relate all these things in the same manner. 
And his uncle, Messer Ma^eo, who is spoken of in the Book, a man of ripe wisdom 
and piety, in familiar conversation with his Confessor when on his death-bed, 
maintained unflinchingly that the whole of the contents of this Book were true. 

“•W^refore I have, with a safer conscience, undertaken the labour of this 
Translation, for the entertainment of my Readers, and to the praise of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Creator of all things visible and invisible.’* 
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Appendix F. — List of MSS. of Marco Polo's Book, K:ontinu^. 


[A^C&'pbLO. , App. F. 




Appendix F. — List of MSS. of Marco Polo's Book, <5# — continued. 


A iJ-- o 

® 41 ,^' 

c/i .is " . ‘-S S 

c« 9 -JJ 

S o* u 2 o 
4 > a o, ^ . 

c.H 

® 't! ‘ w 5 O 

s 

■§ J 1°^ oL-S 

rr ^ « r *c .ts 

8 = “-^c: i 

sa' 3 'g 

Oj d ^ e 5 'S 

.2 ® 

.JS « 


i§.S «'2 


i § ^ 

S'-I 5 t>-!- 


^ -*‘'1 


i «r C C . 2 > O rt S -s 
5 -SI SSoS-c-^^g. 

•■ It* I,* >. 3 L_JO *0 '3 •r< ► 


bx^.§.S^«£ s| gp 

“ Ss la S,|£ . 

I lw “5 slj” 

) -o 6^ CS h -O W *5 B 


3*,-g Si-s g'-fe 

3£:2-aaS^| 

5 -c ^ ft> 2 

I S-.Sa's"^ 

■5 • 5 ''^^ 

q.g-spf- |;a< 

Sll bS^^'82 • 

^ a ^ o Sao-T^ ^ 
5g.h'SSoNO'|,>? 

QS§*f-S-2| ..2 

o 2 





MARCO POLO. 


App. F. 



Ditto, CL VI. Codd. A rude translation of Pipino’s Version, written late in Di^p, 

ItaL 56. dialect). the 15th cent. 

Also contains a translation of the same Pipine’s Tract 
De Locis Term Sancta. Belonged to T. G. Farsetti. 

I Paper, folio. 
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Chigi Library, li[. VI. Italian . . I Bears a note in the handwriting of Pope Alexander VIL 
140* I J (Fabio Chigi of Siena, 1 655-1667), which draws at- 


ATP. F. 


459 


LIST ^ MSS/OF HIS BOOK, 






Appendix F. — List of MSS. of Marco Polo's Book, — continued. 


MARCO POLO, 


App. F, 



Dittos 352 . ' . Fragment ... n. .... . DMo. 

? The*hole PrimUe 



. WOLFENBeTTEL Ducal lib 
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Appendix H. — Bibliograpl^ of Marco Polo's Book. ■ 

I.— Principal Editions. 

. 1 do not intend to attempt a list of ^ the editions of Polo ; a task for 
which I have no advantages, and which will be found well doiie in Lazari’s 
Appendix, based on Marsden. But it may be useful |o mention the chief ^ 
Editions, with their dates. 

1477. The first Printed Edition is in German. We have given a reduced Fac- 
simile of its Frontispiece at page cih. gedrucki Fricz 

^ Nnrmberg nach cristi gepurdt Tament vUrhundert vnd 
iSIrsiAm vnd sibenczigie iar ** (Marsden)t 

1481. A reproduction of the preceding at Augsburg, in the same volume with 
the History of Duke Leopold and his Son William of Austria. 

About 1490. Pipino’s Latin ; the only printed edition of that version. Without 
place, date, or printer's name, 

1496. Edition in Venetian Dialect, printed by G. B. Sessa. ^ 

1500. The preceding reproduced at Brescia (often afterwards in Italy). 

1502. Portuguese Version from Pipino, along with the Travels of Nicolo Conti. 

Printed at Lisbon by Valentym Fernandes, Alemao (see vol.'ii. of this 
work, p. 239). Stated to have been translated from the MS. presented 
by Venice to Prince Pedro (voL^i. p. cliv). 

1520k Spanish version by Rodrigo de Santaella. Sezilk", 

1529. Ditto. Reprinted at Logrono. 

1532. Novus Orbts — Basileae (see vol. i. p. exxi). * 

1556. French Version from the Hovus Orbis. ^ 

1559. Ramusio's 2nd volume, containing his version of Polo, of which we have 
spoken amply. 

1579. First English Version, made by John Frampton, according to Marsden, 
from the Spa&iish version of Seville or Logrono. 

1625. Purchas’s Pilgrims, vol. iii. contains a very loose translation from Ramusio. 

1664. Dutch Version, from the Novus Orbis. Amsterdam. 

1671. Andreas Miiller of Greiffenhagen reprints the Latin of the Naims OrHs, 
with a collation of readings from the Pipino MS. at Berlin ; and with 
it the book of Hayton, and a disquisition De ChataiA. 'Phe Editor 
appears to have been an enthusiast in his subject, but he selected his 
text very injudiciously (see vol. i. p. exxi). 

1735. Bergeron’s interesting collection of Medieval Travels in Asia, published 
in French at the Hague. The Polo is a translation from Muller, and 
hence is (as we have already indicated) at 6th hand. 

1747. In Astley’s Collection, IV. 580^ setfq.^ there is an abstract of Polo’s book, 
with brief notes, which are extremely acute, though written in a vulgar 
tone, too characteristic of the time. 

1818. Marsden’s famous English Edition. 

1824. The Publication of the most valuable MS. and most genuine form of the 
text, by the Soc. de Geographic of Paris (see vol. i. p. cix). It also 
contains the Latin Text (No. 19 in our list of MSS.). 

1827. Baldello-Boni published the Crusca MS. (No. 34), and republished the 

^ Ramusian Version, with numerous notes and interesting dissertations. 

The 2 volumes are cumbered with 2 volumes more, containing, as a 
Preliminary, a History of the Mutual Relations of Europe and Asia, 
which probably no pan ever read, Florence. 

1844. Hugh Murray’s Edition. It is, like the present one, eclectic as regards 
the text, but the Editor has taken large liberties with the arrangement 
of|he Book. 



App. H. bibliography of POLO'S BOOK. 465 

* 1845. Burck’s Gennan Version, Leipzig. It is translated from Ramusio, with 
copious notes, chiefly derived from Mpsden and Ritter. There are 
some notes at the end added by the lale Karl Friedrich Neumann, but 
as a whole these are disappointing. 

1847. Lazari’s Italian edition was prepared at the expense of the late Senator 
L. Pasini, in commemcgation of the meeting of the Italian Scientific 
Congress at Venice in that year, to the members of which it was pre> 
sented. It is a creditable work, but too hastily got up. 

1854. Mr. T. Wright prepared an edition for Bohn’s Antiq. Library. The notes 
are in the main (and professedly) abridged from Marsden’s, whose text 
is generally followed, but with the addition of Ihe historic^ chapters, 
and a few other modifications from the Geogra^ic Text. 

1854-57. Vcyagmrs Anciens et Modemes^ Par M. Ed, Charton, 

Paris, An interesting and creditable popular work. Vol. ii. con- 
. tains Marco Pok), with many illustrations, includlhg copies from 
miniatures in the Livre des Merveilles (App. F, No. 15). 

1863. Signor Adolfo Bartoli reprinted the Crusca MS. from the original, 
making a careful comparison with the Geographic Text. He has pre- 
fixed a valuable and accurate Essay on Marco Polo and the Literary 
History of his Book, by which I have profited. 

1S65. M. Pauthier’s learned ^ition. 


II.-.-X1TLES OF Sundry Books and Papers which treat 
Marco Polo and his Book. 


I. Salviati, Cavalier Lionardo. Degli Avvertimenti della Lingua 
sopra ^f^ecamerone. In Venezia, 1584. 

Has some brief remarks on Texts of Polo, and on references to him or his story, 
in Villani and Boccaccio. 


2. Martini, Martino. Novus Atlas Sinensm, Amstelodami, 1655. 

The Maps are from Chinese sources, and are surprisingly good. The Descnp- 
tions, also from Chinese works but interspersed with information of Martini s oot, 
have, in their completeness, never been superseded. This estimable J^uit often 
refers to Polo with affectionate zeal, identifying his localities, and jiwtifymg his 
descriptions. The edition quoted in this book forms a part of Blaeu s Great Atlas 
(1663). It was also reprinted in Th^venot’s Collection. 


3. Kircher, Athanasius. China Illustrata, Amstelodami, 1667. 
He also often refere to Polo, but chiefly in borrowing from Martini. 


4. Magaillans, Gabriel de (properly Magalhaens), Nouvelle Des- 
cription de la Chine, contenant la descripHon ^s Particularttis 
les plus considerables de ce Grand Empire, Paris, 1688. 

Contains many excellent elucidations of Polo’s work. 


5. Coronelli, Vincenzo. Atlante Veneto, Venezia, 1690. 

Has some remarks on Polo, and the identity of Cathay and Cambaluc with 
China and Peking. ^ 

6. MuratoRI, Lud. Ant. Perfetta Poesia, con note di Salvini. 

Venezia, 1724. • u- u 1, 

In vol. ii. p. I17, SaJvini makes some reiArks on the language in which he 
supposes Polo to have composed his Book. 
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7. FoscaHini^ M^co. Della Leiteratuyi VeneaioHa. Padova, 175*. 
Vol. (. 414, segg- 0 

3. — , — , Frammento inediie> di^ iniamo at Viaggtaiari Vene^ 

zianij accompaitied by Remarks on BiirckV German edition of 
• Marco Polo, by Tommaso Gak» (now Director of the Venice 
Archives). In Archivio Sl&rico JialfaHa, Append. Tom. IV. p. 
89, segg. 

9. Zeno, Apostolo; Anuotazionl sopra la Bibliote& dell ^Eloguenza 
^ Italiana di Gteisto FontaninL Venezia, 1753. 

See Marsden’s Introduction, pass/m. 

10. Tiraboschi, Girolamo. * Storia della Letteratura Italiana. 

Modena, 1772-1783. * 

There is a disquisition on Polo, with some judicious remarks (IV. pp. 68*73). 

11. Toaldo, Giuseppe. Saggi di Studj Veneti nelV Astronomia e nella 

Marina. Ven. 1782. 

This work, which I have not seen, is stated to contain some remarks on Polo's 
Book. The author had intended to write a Commentary thereon, and had col- 
lected books and copies of MSS. with this view, and read an article on the subject 
before the Academy of Padua, l)ut did not live to fulfil his intention (d. 1797). 

12. Forster, J. Reinhold. //. dcs D^comfertes el des Voyages /aits 

dans le Nord. French Version. Paris, 17§8. 

13. Sprengel, Mathias Christian. Geschichte det •wichtigsten 

geographischen Entdcckungen, &c. 2nd ,£d. Halle, 1792, 

lliis book, which is a marvel for the quantity^ of interesting matter which it 
contains in small space, ha^much about Polo. 

« 

14. ZuRLA, Abate Placido. Dissertasioni di Marco Polo e degli altri 

Viaggiatori Veneziani, &»c, Venezia. 1818-19. 

This book is said to have procured a Cardinal’s Hat for the author. It is a 
respectable book, and 1 dare say the reward has been often worse earned, though 
it seems inappropriate. 

15. 16. Quarterly Review, Vol. XXI. (1819), contains an Article on 

Marsden’s Edition, written by John Barrow, Esq. ; and that for 
July, 1868, contains another on Marco Polo and his Recent Editors, 
written by the present Editor. 

17. Asia, Hist. Account of Discovery and Travels in. By HUGH 
Murray. Edinburgh, 1820. 

x8. Klaproth, Julius. A variety of most interesting articles in the 
yournal Asiatigue (see Ser. I. Tom. IV., Tom. IX. ;wSer. II. 
Tom. I., Tom. XI., &c.), and in his M^moires Relati/s d PAsie. 
e-Paris, 1824. 

Klaproth speaks more than once as if he had a complete Commentary on 
Marco Polo prepared or in preparation see As., Ser. I, Tom. IV.’ p. 380). 
But the examination of his papers litter his death produced little or nothing of this 
kind. 
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1^. CiCOGNA, Emhanuele. * DelU Iscrizioni Veneziane, Raccolte ed 
Illustrate. Venezia, 1824-1843. * 

Contains valuable notices r^;arding the Polo Family. 

« - • 'm ' 

20. Remusat, Jean Pierre AbeI-t-. Melanges Asiatiques. Paris, 1825. 

Nouvelles Melanges As.^ Paris, 1829. 

The latter contains (I. 381, seqq,) an article on Marsden’s Marco Polo, and one 
(P* 397f JW*) wpon Zurla’s Book. 

• t 

21. Antologia, edited by Vieussieux. Tom. 3gX. B. pp. 92.^124. 

Firenze, 1825. 

A Review of the publication of the old French Text by the Soc. de Geographic. 

22. Annali Universali’T)! Statistica. Vol. XVI. p. 286. Milano, 

1828. Article by F. CUSTODI. 

23. Walckenaer. Baron C. Vies de piusieurs Personnes Celhbres. 

Laon, 1830. 

This contains a L#ife of Marco Polo, but I have not seen it. 

24. St.^ John, James Augustus. Lives of Celebrated Travellers, 

London, (circa 1831.) 

Contains a Life of Marco Polo, which I regret not to have seen. 

^ n * 

25. Cooley, W. D. Hist, of Maritime and Inland Discovery. London, 

(circa 1831). • 

Contains a gOQd chapter on Marco Polo. 

26. Ritter, Carl, Die Erdkunde von Asisn. Berlin, 1832, 

This great work abounds with judicious comments on Polo’s geography, most 
of which have been embodied in Biirck’s edition. • 

27. Delecluze, M. Article qn Marco Polo in the Revue des Deux 

Mondesiox July, 1832. Vol. VII. 

28. Paulin-Paris, M. Papers of much value on the MSS. of Marco Polo. 

&c., in Bulletin de la Soc. de Glographie for 1833, Tom. XIX, 
pp. 23-31 ; as well as in Journal AsiatiquCy Scr. 11. Tom. XI 1. 
pp. 244-54 ; LVnstitut, Journal des ScienceSy ^c.y 'Sect. 11. 
Tom. XVI. Jan. 1851. 

29. Malte-Brun. Precis de la Glog. UniverselUy 4i&me Ed. par 

HUOT. Paris, 1836. 

Vol. I. (p. 551, seqq.) contains a section on Polo, very poor and full of errors. 

30. De Montemont, Albert, Bibliotheque Universelle des Voyages. 
In Vol. XXXI. pp. 33-51 there is a Notice of Marco Polou 

31. Palgrave, Sir Francis. The Merchant and the Friar. London, 

1837* . 

The Merchant is Marco Polo, who is supposed to visit England, after his 
return from the East, and to become acquainted with the Friar Roger Bacon. 
The book consists chiefly of their conversations many subjects. 

It does not affect the merits of this interesting book that Bacon is believed to 
have died in 1292, some years before Marco’s return from the East. 
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за. O’AVEZAC, M. Ronarks in his most valuable Notice sur lee AneiJhs 

Vbya^es de Tartarie^ in the Recueil de Vcyag^es et de 
. moires pubHi par la SociM de Q^ograpkiSy Tom. IV. p. 407, seqq. 
Palis, 1839. Ali0 article in the Bulletin de la Sac, de Giog^y df^Cey 
for August, 1841 ; and in yourr^l Asiat Ser. II. Tom. XVI. 
p.117. 

33. Parav£Y, M. Article in yourn, Asiatiquey Ser. II. Tom. XVI. » 

1841, p. loi. • 

34. 6ammer-Purg«tall, in BulL de la Soc, de Giog.y Tom. III., 

No. 21, p. 45. 

35. Quatj^emere, Etienne. His works on Oriental subjects abound in 

valuable indirect illustrations of M. Polo*; but in Notices et Extraits 
des MSS. de la Bibliothique du Roiy Tom. XIV. Pt. I. pp. 281-286, 
Paris, 1843, there are some excellent remarks both on the work 
itself and on Marsden’s Edition of it. 

зб. Macfarlane, Charles. Romance of Travel. London. C. Knight. 

1846. 

A good deal of intelligent talk on Marco Polo. • o 

37. Meyer, Ernst H. F. Geschichte der Botanik. Kdnigsberg, 

« 8 S 4 - 57 . « , 

In Vol. IV. there is a special chapter on Marco Polo’s notices of plants. 

38. Thomas, Professor G. M. A paper on Marco Polo in the Proceedings 

of the Munich Academyy about 1860-^2, the note of which I have 
unfortunately lost. 

39. Khanikoff, Nicolas de. Notice sur le Livre de Marco Polo, 

Miti et comments far Af* G. Pauthier. Paris, 1866. Extracted 
from the yournal Asiatique. ^ 

40. Cahier, P£re. Criticism of Pauthier’s Marco Poloy and reply by 

M. Pauthier, in Etudes Littkraires et Religieuses of 1866 and 1867. 
Paris. 

Not seen by present editor. 

41. Barthelemy de St. Hilaire. A series of articles on Marco Polo 

‘ in the yournal des Savants for January — May, 1867, chiefly coil- 

^ sisting of a reproduction of Pauthier’s views and deductions. 

♦42. De Gubernatis, Prof. Angelo. Memoria Jntorno ai Viaggiatari 
c Jtaliani nelle Indie Orientally dal secolo XIII. a tqtto il XVI. 

' ‘ Firenze, 1867; 

.43. Bianconi, Prof. Giuseppe. Degli Scritti di Marco Polo e delT 
Uccello Rue da lui menzionato. 2 parts. Bologna, 1862 and 1868. 
A^eritorious essay, containing good remarks on the comparison of different 
Texts. 

44. Kingsley, Henry. Tales of Old Travel renarrated. London, 
1869. • 

This begins with Marco Polo, the only one of the ** Tales” that I have read. 
Having much mpect for Mr. Kinsley, and Kingsleys in general, I regret that 
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V »hOTld ^ve put forth the very eccentric gei^phy and history to be found in 
Mr. Kingsley is the author of another story about Marco Polo in a 
but I cannot give the reference. -wgazme, 

45- Ghika, Princgss Elena (Dora d'tstria). Marco Polo, II Cristoforo 
Colombo deW Asia, Tjpieste, 1869. 


Appendix I. Titles of Works which are cited by abbrcg^iated 
References in this Book^ 


Abr. Roger. See La JPorfe ouverte, 
Acad. MJntoires de VAcatUmU des In- 
scriptions, 

Ain-i-Akuari or Ain Akb. Bl., re- | 
fers to Blochmann*s Transl. in Biblio- ! 
theca Indica, Calcutta, it$69, se^^. 
Alexandriade, ou Chanson de Geste 
d* Alexandre-&- Grand f de Lambert 
de Court et Alexandre de Bemay. 

' Dinan et Paris, 1861: 

’Am. • Exot. Engelbert Kaempferis 
.4 manitktum Exoticarum Pascicuti i 
V. Lemgovioe, 1712. i 

Amyot. Memoires d^oncertMnt les Chi- 
nois, <Srv. Paris, v. y. 

Ava, Mission to, Narrative of Major 
Phayre's, By Capt. H. Yule, j 
London, 1858. j 

Ayeen Akbery, refers to Gladwin’s • 
Translation, Calcutta, 1787. 

Bauer, Mem, of Trans, by Leyden 
and Erskiiic. London, 1826. • | 

Bacon, Roger. Opus Majus, Venet. 
* 750 . 

Baer, und Ilelinersen. Beitrdge zur 
ICenniniss des Ritssischen Reiches, ^c, 

St. Petersburg, 1839, seqg, 

Biot. Diet, des noms, <Sr-r., des villes, 
de la Chine, Paris, 1842. 
liRIDGMAN, Rev. Dr., Sketches of the ! 
Meaou-tszi, Translated by. In J, , 
North China Br, R. A, S, for Dec. 

>859. . 

Buchon. Chroniques Etrangbres Re- . 
latwes atix Expeditions Francoises . 
pendant le XIIB si^cle, Paris. 1841. | 
Burnes. Travels. 2nd ed. London, i 

*835. ! 

Busch INg’s Maga&in fur die neue His- ' 
torie und Geographic. Halle, 1779,^^7^. ! 
Cahier et Martin. Mllanges d'Ar- j 
ch/ologie. Paris, v. y 
Carp., Carpini. Ed. in Reeueil de 
Voyages et de Mlmoires, Tom IV. ■ 
Paris, 1839. 

Cathay and The IVay Thither, By y 
Col. H. Yule. Hakluyt Society, 1866. 
Chardin. Ed. ofLangles. Paris, 1821. ■ 


Chine Moderne. By Pauthier and 
Bazin, in V Univers Pittoresque. 
Paris, 1853. 

; — Ancienne. By Pauthier, in 

ditto. Paris, 1837. * 

Clavijo. By C. R. Markham. Hak. 
Soc., 1859. 

Conti, Travels of Nicolo, in India 
in the XVth Century. Hak. Soc. 
1857. 

D’AvEZAa See App. H, II. No. 32. 

Davies’s Report. Rep. on the Trade 
and Re^urces of the Countries on the 
N. 14^ Boundary of Br. India. 
Lahore, 1862. (By R. H. Davies, 
Sec. to the Punjaub Government.) 

Deguignes. Voyages h Peking, &>c.* 
Paris, 1808. 

Della Decima, &c. Lisbone e Lucca, 
1765-66. The 3rd volume of this 
contain^ the Mercantile Handbook ot 
Pegolotti (circa 1340), and the 4th 
volume that of Uzzano (1440). 

Della Valle, P. Viaggi, Ed. 
Brighton, 1843. m 

Dict. de la Perse. Diet. Geog. Hist, 
et Lift, de la P., Isr>c. Par Barbier de 
Meynard. Paris, 1861. 

D’Ohsson. Hist, des Mongols. La 
Haye et Amsterdam, 1834. 

Doolittle. The Social Life of the 
Chinese. Condensed Edition. Lon- 
don, 1868. 

Douet d’Arcq. Comptes de VArgen- 
teiHe des Rois de France au XIV* 
silcle. Paris, 1851. 

Dozy and Engelmann. Glossaire des 
mots Espagnols et Portugais dhivh de 
VArabe. - 2nd ed. Leyde, 1869. 

Edrisi. Trad, par Amldle yaubert. 
Reeueil de Voyages et de Minify Paris, 
1836-1840. 

^^LiE de Laprimaudaie. Mtudcs sur 
Jb Commerce au Moyen Age. Paris, 
1848. 

Ei.LIOT. The History of India as told 
hy^its own Hislbriafts, Edited, from 
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postil. Mpers of Sir H. M. 

Pr^. Dowson. 1867; seqq. 

Erdmann, Dr. Fraiut v. Ttmyd^kin 

^ der UnerschutterHche^ Leipzig‘,’186'2. 

Erman. Travels in Siberia. Transl. 
by W. D. Cooley.' London, 1848. 

Etude Pratique, Ac. See Hed^. 

Faria y Souza. JUstcfy of the Dis- 
eovery and Conquest of India by the 
I^tuguese. Transl. by Capt. J. Ste- 
vens. London, 1695. ^ 

Fortune. Two Visits to the Tea 
Countries of China. London, 1853. 

Franc.- Michel. Recherches sur le 
Commerce, la fabrication, et Pusage 
des itoffes de Sole, dr-v. Paris, 1852. 

Frescob, Viaggi in Terra Santa di 
L. Frescobaldi, Ac. (1384). Firenze, 
1862. 

Garcias da Horta. Garzia dalV ^ 
Ilorto, DelV Istoria dei semplici ed 
altre cose che vengono portate dalP 
Indie Orienta/i, 6 r^c. Trad, dal Por- 
tughese da Annib. Briganti. Venezia, 

Gaubil. II. de Gentchis C^ et de 
Toute la Dinastie des ^nfongous. 
Paris, 1739. 

Gildem. Gildemeister, Scriplorum 
Arabtim de Rebus Indicts, dr*r. 
Bonn, 1838. 

G01.D. Horde. See Hammer. 

Hamilton, A. Ntw Account of the 
East Iftdies. London, 1744. 

Hammer-Purgstall. Geschichte dd^ 
Goldcften Horde. Pesth, 1840. 

Hammer-Purgstall. Geschichte der 
^Ikhane. Darmstadt, 1842. 

Hedde et Rondot. ^tude Pratique 
du Commerce tl Exportation de la 
Chine, par I. Hedde. Revue et Com- 
pletle-^ N. Rondot. Paris, 1849. 

Hevd, Prof. W. Le Colonic Com- 
' mercioli degli ItaUani in Oriente nel 
/Medio Evo; Dissert. Rifatt. dalV Au- 
';tore e recede in Italiano dal Prof. G. 
iMuUer. Venezia e Torino, 1866. 

L':B„ Ibn. Bat., Ibn Batuta. Voy- 
‘^ssges d*Ibn Satoutah par Defrlmery 
]et SangumetH: Paris, 1853-58. 

Ilchan,' Hammer’s Ilch. See 
Hammer. 

J. A. -S. B^ Journed of the Asiatic 
Society^f Bengal. 

J. As. youmal Asiatique. 

J. Ind. Arch. Journal of the Indian 
Archipdagp. ^ 

J. N. C. Br. R. a. S. Journal of the 
North China Branch of the R. Asiafie 
Society. i ' » 
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J. R. A. S. Journal of the Royal As. ‘ 
'Society. 

J.r_R. G. S. Jo^nal of the Royod Geo~ 
graphical Sociefy. 

JoiNViLLE. Edlt^ by Frandsque- 
Michel. Firmin-Didot: Paris, 1867. 

Kaempfer* See Am. Exot. 

Khanikoff, Notice. See App. H, 
IL. No.% 9 . 

MiImoire sur la Partie Mi- 

ridionale de VAsie CentreUe. Paris, 
1862. 

Klap. Mem. See App. H, 11 ., No. 
18. 

KoEPPEN. Die Religion des Buddha, 
von Carl Friedrich K. Berlin, 1857- 

59. 

La Porte Ouverte, &c., ou la Vraye 
Representation^ de la Vie, des Moeurs, 
de la Religion, et du Service Divin, des 
Bromines, 6^r., par le Sieur Abra- 
ham Roger, trad, en Francois. Anv 
sterdam, 1670. ^ 

Levchine, Alexis de. Desc. des Hordes 
et des Steppes des Kirghiz Kcussaks 
trad, par F. de Pigny, Paris, 1840. 

Magaillans. See'App. H, II., No. 4. 

Makrxzi. See. Quat. Mak. 

Mar. San., Marino Sanuto. Liber 
Secretomm Fidelium Crucis, in Bon- 
garsii Gesta Dei per Francos. Han- 
ovisc, 1611. Tom II. 

Martini. See App. H, II., No. 2. 

MAS’u/ii. Les Prairies d'Or, par 
Barbicr de Meynard et Pavet de Cour- 
teille. Paris, 1861 seqq. 

Matthioi.i, P. a. Commentarii in 
libros VI. Pedacii Dioscoridis de Me- 
dic A MateriA. Venetiis, 1554. 

Maundevile. Halliwell’s £d. Lon- 
don, 1866. 

Mendoza. H, of China. Ed. of 
Hak. Society, 1853-54. 

Michel. See Franc.-Michel. 

Mid. Kingd. See IVilliams. 

I Mosheim. Historia Tartarorum Ec- 

I clesiasfka. Helmstadi, 1741. 

I Muntaner, in Buchon, q. v. 

N. & E., Not. et Ext. Notices et 
Extraits des MSS. de la BibUothlque 
du Roy, Paris, v. y. 

N. 8 c Q. Notes and Queries. 

N. & Q. C. & J. Notes and Queries for 
China and Japan. 

Neumann. His Notes at end of 
Burck’s German ed. of Polo. 

P. DB la Croix. P^tis de la Croix, 
Hist, de Timurbec, Ag^c, Paris, 1 722. 

• P. DELLA V. See Della Valle. 
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VALUES OF CERTAIN- MONEYS, ETC 
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•P. ViNc. Maria, PI Vincenzo. 

gio alV IndU Orientali del P, F. V, 
JIf, d, S» Catarina die Siena. Roma, 
1672. 

Pegolotti. See i>elia Decima. * 
Pereg. Quat. Peregrinatores Medii 
Aevi QuatuoTf drv. Recens.*J. M. 
Laurent. Lipsiie, 1864. • 

Post und Reise Route. SeeSfrenger. 
Prairies d’Or., See Mas'udi. 
PUNJAUB Trade Report. See 
I?aznes. 

Q. R., Quat. Rashid. //. des Mon- 
gols de la Perse^ par Paschid-el-din, 
trad. ^c. parM. Quatrem^re. Paris, 

1836. ^ . 

Quat. Mak., Quatrem^re’s Mak. 
H, des Sultam Mamlouks de P£gypte, 
par Makrisd. Trad, par Q. Paris, 

1837, 

Reinaud, Reh Relations des Voyages 
faits par les Arabes dans VInde et la 
CAine, <Srv. Paris, 1845. 

■ Reurt., Relations. See preceding. 

Rub., Rubruquis. Cited from edition 
in Recueil de Voyages et de Mimoires. 
Tom IV. Paris^i839. 

S. S., San Setz. See Schmidt. 


^^UTO.. Sto Mar. San. 

'ScHilt^ierger. Ed. by Neumann.' 

. Munchen, 1859. 

SCHMIDJ. Gesckichte der Ost-Mon- 
golen^ dre.f verfasst von Ssanang- 
Ssetzen Ckungtaidschi, St. Peters- 
burg, 1829. 

Sprenger. Post und Reise Route des 
Orients. Leipzig, 1864. 

St. Martin, M. J. Mimoires Histori- 
ques et Giographiques sur TMrmeftie, 
&>c. Paris, 181^19. 

UzzANO. See Della Decima. 

Varthema’s Travels. By Jones and 
Badger. Hak. Soc., 1863. 

ViN. Bell., ViNC. Bellov. Vincent 
of Beauvais’s Speculum Historiale^ 
Speculum Naturalcy ^c. 

ViSDELOU. Supplement to D’Her- 
belot. 1780. 

I Williams’s Middle Kingdom. 3rd ed. 
New York and London, 1857. 

Weber’s Metrical Romances of the 
XJII.th, XIV.th and XV.th Cen- 
turies. Edinburgh, 1810. 

WiTSENj* Aboard en Oost Tartaryen. 
2nd ed. Amsterdam, 1785. 


Appendix K. — Values of certain Moneys^ Weights^ and 
Measures occurring in tlds Book. 

The Livre Toumois of the period may be taken, on the mean 
of the valuations cited at pp. 82, 83 of this volume, as equal in value 
of silver in modem French money to i8’8 francs. 

In English money equivalent to 14s. Sd. 

The Livre Farisis was worth one-fourth more than the Tournois,* 
and therefore equivalent to 22*72 francs. 

Or ........... i8j. 4d . 

The Mark of Silver may be taken as equivalent to 44^. or thereabouts. f 

The Venice Gold Ducat (or Zecchin), first coined in accordance with 
a Law of 31st Oct. 1283, was in our standard gold value worth % . gs. 4'284</. 

But accounts at Venice were kept in Lire^ of which there were several 
kinds, viz. : 

I. The Lira ai Giossi (in Latin documents, Libra denariorum Venetorum 
ad grosses) was reckoned by decree of 2nd June, 1285, to go 2 to the 
ducat. 


• See iVu/rd de Si. Maur) Essai sur les Monndes, &c. Paris, 1746, p. xv. Also JOouet 

^c^nJlish*Poiind sterling of that period was equivalent in silver value to Th« 

Mark was M of ;£x ; hence 43 ** 5 * 44 ^- . « . 

The Coline Mark, according to Pegolotti, was the same as the English mark. 

The French Mark of silver about X394-6, according to Duprft St. Maur, was — about 3 litfres. 
If these are Tournois this will bo exactly 44^. • , 

rpug Venice Mark of silver, according to Pegolotti, was — x English Tower Mark and 3^^ ster- 
lints (i. e., pence sterling of the time). This nitJces Ae V^ce Marie =. 441. 4^. 
tii‘8 ay>wiK» {CUtrarh, Pol. EcoMOm. M Med. Evo, 111. aaS). . 
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2. The Un dai PioooU (Z. Pene/, ^rtfulorum) #as reckoned at 3 to^ 

the Ducat. Like every Zira^ or Pound, it consisted of 20 iMi, and 
each of these consbted of 12 or/frrofi.* 

3. The Ura del Groaai (Z. dfn, Vmei, grassorum) was equivalent to 

10 Ducats.t « 

The Venice Q-rosso, or Groat, was a silvei^ coin which, according to some 
authorities, was origtns^y reckoned the equivalent of 24 jnccolit X in which case it 
would run 20 to the ducat. Butthe Act for the raindge of the ducat declared it to 
be equivalent to iSgrasst\ which makes the grosso equivalent to 26i piccoli. 

In estimating the iire and grosso in modem Engli^ money 01& the basis of their 
relation: to the ducat, i^ must be recollected that the relative value of gold to 
silver was in Europe then about 12 taka instead'^of about 1$ to 1 as now. Hence 
we must reduce the apparent value by * 

The Xdra al QroBBi will then be equivalent in present £. s, d. 
silver value to about . . -<>39 

Lira PicooU 026 

Lira fei Qroaal 3 15 o 

(So that the latter was by about } greater than the Pound sterling of the period.) 
And the Grosso will be equal to about § 

The Tonijeae or Tomeael was, apcording to Romania (III. ^3)*= 4 Venice 
deniers (or piccoli), and this, is probably correct, as 4 such dmiers will correspond 
(within df) with the denier Toumois = |{ 

The term Bezant is used, I believe, by P0I6, as it is by Joinville, by h^arino 
Sanuto, and by Pegolotti, for the Egyptian gold dinar, the intrinsic value of which 
varied somewhat. But it can scarcely be taken at less than lor. 6 ^/. or 115.^ 

The Venice'^ Sagglo^ a weight Tor precious substances, wad^) of an ounce, and 
hence corresponded to the weight of the Roman gold solidus (which was J of a 
Roman ounce), whence again was taken the Arab Misfdl, So that when Polo 
uses saggio for misfd/p as we suppose him to do (vol. ii. p. 173), he is correct. 

Old Venice Measures of Length, 

4 fingers = I handbreath. 

4 handbreaths = 1 foot. 

5 Teet = I pace. 

1000 paces = I mile. 

4 miles = I league. 

— (Cited in y<i/, Arckhl, Navale^ I. 271.) 
Polo uses the Palm rather than the Foot, I do not find a value of the Venice 
Palm, but over Italy that measure varies from 9} inches to over 10. The Genoa 
I’alm is stated at 9725 inches, 

J • Everybody seems to be tickled at the notion that a Pound Scotch was only ao pence. No- 
l^y seems to think it funny that the Pound French or Italian is only xo pence. 

■T See Venesia e sue Z^gune, 1 . Pt. II. p, 03, s^. But there are obscurities about the rela- 
of die gold dwaus, silver grossi, and lire of account which I find nowhere thoroughly dealt 
#rich. Thus the equhralenoe of a soldo del grossi to half a ducat, or of a lira dei grossi vo xo ducats, 
Ik yepeatfidly assumed by h^rino Sanuto the Elder. And yet from 3 documents (of 1303, X3S7, 
4 nd >340) quoted Inr Jbiruti (in Afgellafhtde MoueHs lialide, II. 158} it is clear that the soUto dH 
JvMirf was lb' all these teckoned as equivalent to xa gross!. This Indeed makes the term lira dsi 
grotsivBhdSeBk^ os Ute grosso thus forms its deniw or 340th part. But It also would seem to 
!halie.ihe grosso run 04 to die ducat, instead of x8, as it ran only a few yean before. 

X See IL p, 39, and note. 

I ha<^ made a siwbt errqr m the' value of the grosso at vol. i. p. 38x, having reduced the 
apparent Value by I Instead ^ * 

Tbagmuo contained 43^ V^ioe graiip of pure silver. If the Venice grain be the tame as the 
old Hitan gndnf'osx giamnies), thk will gbre exactly the same value of sd, 

I According to GaUiq^kdll, in the Lavm' /Acoli (perhaps in the sense ,of small copper coin* 
geowally) were called (11. 53). 

9 See CatAagt p«4|«o»^x, and see also % As., ser. VL tom. XI. p. 506-7. 
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Appendix L. — The Alleged Invention of Movable Types by 
Papfilo Castalii (see vol. i. p. clvii). 


It will have been seen that the^count of the invention of movable types by 
Panfilo Castaldi, as quoted by Mr. Curzon from a local periodical, assumes the 
plausible form of a connected history, thus : — 

1. ** Marco Qolo brings block-printed books from China (1295). 

2. ** Pietro de* Natali, Bishop of Equilio towards the end of the I4tii cen- 

tury, devises a schemer for priiij|||pg the initial letters of MSS. with 
stamps oT glass. 

3. ** Panfilo Castaldi of Feltre (stated to have been^bom 1398, and to have 

died 1464*) prevk>us to 1426, having seen the Block-books brought 
home by Marco Polo, combines the Chinese method with the Bishop’s 
invention, by making movable wooden types, and wijh these prints 
several broadsides, &c., at Venice, in the year named. Some of these 
sheets ‘are said’ to be preserved at Feltre. 
t 4. “ John Fust comes to Italy, passes some time with Castaldi at Feltre, 
acquires his art, and carries it to Germany, where he developes it into 
the Art of Printing.” 

* Thfe story, in its main features at least," has of late years been diligently pro- 
pagated in Northern Italy, and has resulted in the erection at Feltre of a public 
statue of Panfilo Castaldi, of which fui engraving is now before me, bearing this 
inscription (besides otiiers of like tenor) : — 

Panfilo Castaldi t Scopritore gen^roso dei Caratteri Mobili per la Slampa, 
Tribute di Ottore tardissimo Italia porgeT ^ 

Now, on what foundation does this story rest ? 

I have carefully read the pamphlets that were circulated by the promoters of the 
statue, in order to stir up the enthusiasm of Lombardy as well as a Collection 
Qf Documents issued in commemoration of its erectipn.§ The books to which 
these refer are in general not within my reach,- bfe the authors may be safely 
assumed to have quoted all that can in any way support their case ; and, omitting 
a portentous amount of irrelevance, it amounts to this : 

1. There is no ground for connecting Marco Polo’s name with the matter. 

And the introduction of the Chinese block-books is a pure supposition. 

2. The story of the Murano glass types appears to rest wholely and solely 

on a somewhat obscure passage of Sansovino, who says that under the 

Doge Marco Comer (1365-*! 3 ^ 7 ) »» 

della materia delle forme da giustar intorno alle lettere^ ed il mode di 
formarle di vetroP H There is nothing whatever to connect this Natale 
with the Bishop of Equilio, and no further detail as to the use made 


% The aiiAo^ for the further invention of Castaldi is entirely confined to 
^ the passages cited below ; one from an unpublished Histoiy of Feltre, 

rru ^ are riven in the AfeHumenti quoted bel^fc And another pamphlet {Bemardi*s, 
“ntemporaitei ud th. Historian, affirm that (^taldi was a pot I«5 
p. *6) asserts tna verv temnerate and of sweet and noble manners, and so gene- 

iSicatira is given of the authorities by whom these^tesand 

F.l«..86»4to. 
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' a Fiah^cisdu), F. Antonio 

. " late the X7th century the other from ,a printed work by the Oaunt . 

Antonio dal Como, .^led Mmorii Staricke. della Citt^ di 'Fiditet ^ 
Vedice, lyiaf «Iti§ evident that both have drawn from one source. 
The formcr>'^ fullest, we translate • 

* ** This year [1456] Marco da Lezze succeeded to the government of Feltre, 

and at the same time flourished there apiong the most eminent citizens 
Panfilo Castaldio, jurist and poet, who, as we gather from the ancient 
records o^'our native city, invented printing, the noblest and most , 
excellent art of all that were ever discovered. From him Faustus 
^ Comesburi^ who^. was Jjying with him at Feltrp to leam Italian, 
acquired the. art, and wm his return to Germany practised the same 
in the city of Mentz, whereby he gained with some people the credit 
of being the first inventor. What he did however inde^ invent lyas 
the damping of the paper to facilitate the impression of the types.’* 

This IS the whole. The old records, and the chronicles of Feltre to AVhich 
Cambruzzi is*supposed here to refer for his authority, have all disappeared ; 
except one indeed, which is acknowledged to exist in the* Miiseo Civico of Venice ; 
but which (strange to say) none of the supporters of Castaldi*^ claims appear t<U|. 
have examined, t 

But we see that nothing is found here about movable types,” wooden or 
otherwise ; nothing about broadsides and single leaves” alleged to hare been 
printed at Venice in 1426 ; nothing about anything that happened in 1426. And 
as to the printed sheets ** said to be preserved at Feltre, we now hear nothing, 
and may s^ely assume that nothing of the kind exists. Evidence in the shape of 
work ascribed to Castaldi there is none. Mention of Castaldi and his invention 
by contemporaries there is none produced. The stefry of Lawrence Coster of 
Haarlem is supported by vastly better evidence, and has found acceptance with 
some really unbiassed as well as capable persons, which the Casfaldian Legend on 
its present evidence never will. In one version of the Haarlem story, too, it is 
insinuated that the ubiquitous John Fust robbed Coster not only of his invention 
but of his tools ; and it iSM«i||gular that none of Castaldi’s advocates advert to this. 

Such stories have beeti attached to nearly ail the great discoveries of former 
days. And now that Castaldi, on such evidence as has been set forth, has got his 
statue from the printers of l.ombardy, would it not be merely equitable that the 
mariners of Spain should set up a statue at Huelva to the Pilot Alonzo Sanchez 
of that port, who, according to Spanish Historians, after discovering the New 
World, died in the house of Columbus at Terceira, and left the crafty Genoese to 
, appropriate his journals and rob him of his fame ?§ 

* "Sucoesse quest* anno [1456] Marco da Lezze nel reggimento dove fioriva tia* 

' piti ragguardevoli cittadini Panlilo Casuldio, giureconsulta e- poeta,;jHj^ come si raccoglie 
. dalle aotiche snemorie della nostra patria, invcntii la stampa dei e degna di 

j' quante mai fossero ritrovate. Da hii la apprese Fausto CoroesburgO, che seoo abitava in Feltre 
J per impaiare Fidioma Italiano ; c, ritornato in Germania, coll’ eserdtarla nella CitU di Magonta, 
ftcquistb presso alcuni il credito di primo inventore, sebbene egli trovb il modo di inumidire li fogli, 

V per^ riosekse piu facile I'impressione dei caratteri.** 

f "Tanfilto,* della Famiglia Castaldia, Poeta erudittssimo, trovb I* arte di stampare i libri 
r anno 1440, e poscia la comunicb a jjptusto Conesburgo suo gninde amico, che la mise in usd in 
' Cermania neila cittk di Magonza 1 * anno 1450.” What can be mepnt by Ctmesbwrgo f U it a 
^ translacioii of Bwggrajt y 

% The chronicle is that of F€uoU, See Monumentif &c., p, 15. 

^ See Mr. Markham's Carcitatso dtlUt Vega (Hak. Soc.), pp. aa, ieqg. 
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, supplementary notes.' 


Appendix M. — Supplementary Notes to the Book Sf 
, Ma^co Polo. ‘ " ; 

Charchan, Pein, and Bolor. (vbl. i. pp. 179, 176, and 168.) 

After the Text and notes Oi this work had been printed I saw Mr. Douglas 
Forsyth’s interesting letter to Sir Roderick Murchison, on his return from Yark- 
and, which was readout the Royal Geographical Society, Nov. 15, 1870. 

Charchan. — Mr. Forsyth has learned that there is stj^l a town of some size 
called Charchand, situated about 450 miles,*br-30 marches, east of Khotan. It 
is said to be reached by a road which skirts the northeim base of the Kuen Lun, 
and to lie in the gorge of 9ne of many ravines on that side of the range. The 
people are said to be Mahomed an ; twelve rivers are said to flow from the range, 
and to unite before entering' Lake Lop. Charcl:and is famous for precious stones ; 
and merchants travel between it and Khotan. 

This must be, as Mr. Forsyth conceives, the Charchan of Marco Polo; but I 
think that also there can be little or no doubt, in spite of the discrepancy as to its 
distance from Khotan, that it is' the Chdchan of Mr. Johnson, with which I have 
already identified Polo’s Charchan. Mr. Forsyth’s information makes the distance 
30 marches, or about 450 miles ; Johnson’s only 13 marches, estimated by him at 
2i3 miljs. If Mr. Forsyth’s information be correct (and he informs me that it 
came from two distinct sources), it will remove the difficulty about the longitude 
of Lake Lop, which I have referred to at p. 18 1. Marco Polo unfortunately 
omits his usual data as 40 the distance from Pein to Charchan;^ but I have pointed 
out that Mr. Johnson’s distance from Charchan to Lop substantially agrees with 
Marco’s — and this is so far tn favour of Johnson’s accuracy. 

Pein. — Mr. Fbrsyth hearing the expression PiHn Mulh or “ Lowlands ” 
applied to the desert country north of the cultivated tracts at the base of the Kuen 
I.un, a country said formerly to have contained cities now buried by sand, it struck 
him at once that this was the Pein of Marco Polo. It may be so, but from the 
ancient Chinese use of the name Pima (vol. i. p. I77),* I should rather conceive 
that Pein or Pirn was the proper naihe of a lost city about Kiria. I may note that 
Ritter, finding this very word Pdin as part of the name of a station ( Terek lak~ 
Payin')^ on Izzat Ullah’s route from Yarkand to I.adakh, was led to place Polo’s 
Pein there, though quite in the wrong direction from Khotan {Ritter^ VII. 382 ; 
and see Cathay^ p. 545 )* 

Bolor. — And -Bolor Mr. Forsyth is inclined to believe to be merely the 
opposite term Bala^ ‘Miigh,” which is locally pronounced as Bolor, and is, accord- 
ing to Col. Gardiner, applied {Bala-mulh) to the highlands about Pamir. This 
seems likely, but my note at p. i68 will show that Bolor, Bilaur, and Malaur 
occur in Arabic, TeiSmn, and Pushtu compositions, as the proper name' of ^ this 
region. Still theSe.may have been corruptions of Bala^ written in accordance 
with local pronunciation. 


List op Indian Provinces in 14TH Century. (Vol. ii. p. 360.) 

No. 4 in the List from Masdlak-al-Absdr should be Kohrdm, as indicated in 
Mr. Edward Thomas’s new work The Chronicles 0/ the Pathan kings of Dehli 
np 160 and 203; but I cannot point to its position. No. 21 should not 
G^lior as I had erroneously concluded, but (as printed in the Notices et ExTraits) 
Kaldntlr, mentioned in Mr. Thomas’s work pp. 395 and 428. A place so called 
(Calanore) appears in I/amilton*s Gazetteer as 70 m. east from Lahore. 
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I N. D E X. 


— References to Editorial Matter are in ordinary Typ^. '■ 

References to the Text of Marco Polo are in liscivy typo and figuTOS. 


AAS. 


A. 

A AS, Asu (or AlanSf q. v.). 

Abacan, a Tarbir gcueral, II. 200 , 207. 

Abah, see Ava, 

Abaji, son ot Kublui, 323. 

Abaka (Abaga), Khan of Persia, 32, 87, 97; 
11 . 305 , 396 , 397 r 398 , 399 , 405 , 406 , 408 , 
409,425. • 

Abano, Pietro of, his notice of P 4 lo, cxiiii. 

Abash (Ilabshf i. e. Abyssinia, q. v.)> | 

366 , 360 , 361 scqq, 

Abba Gregory, II. 366. 

Abbott, Mr. Consul Keith E., 76, 77, 85 seqq,, 
io6 seqq., 117, 118, 139. 

.Vbdul Kuri Islands, II. 338. « 

— — Mejid, 166. 

Abher, 36, 77. 

Abnus, the word, II. 215. 

Abraha, Kuler of Yemen, II. 368. 

Abraiaman (^Brahmans, q. v.), employed as 
shark-charmers, II. 267 , 274; 297 , 298 ; 
high character, 299 ; distinctive thread, «6.; 
their king; their heed to omens; longevity, 
800 ; the word, 302. ^ 

Abubakr, Atabeg of Ears, 8r ; II. 285. 

, Ibrahim and Mahomed, engineers em- 
ployed by Kublai, II. 130. 

Abulfeda, xxxvi; at the Siege of Acre, II. 1 26. 

Abyssinia (Abash), II. 360 seqq, \ outrage by 
Soldan of Aden causes the King of to at- 
tack the latter, 868; his vengeance, 864 ; ^ 
further particulars regarding, t6.; domi- j 
nion on the Coast, 368; Medieval Hist. 1 
and chronology, 369; Table of Reigns, 370; ■ 
Wars with Mahomedan -States, 37^5 curious : 
account of kings, 372. 

Aebaleo Manzl, II. 19 , 20, 21. 

^ or AobalUO (Chingtingfu), II. 6, 7 - 

Aooambalo, K. of Champa, II. 212„2i4. 


ADEN. 

1 Acheh, Achein, see next word. 

Achin, 11. 229; Gold of, 16 .; Ligu-aloes, ib.\ 
conversion of, 230; 252, 243, 245, 248. 

Head, II. 243, 249. 

Aohmath (^A/mwd, q. v.) the Bailo, his power, 
opj)ressive malversations, death, and post- 
humous condemnation, 370 scqq, 

Acomat Soldan {^Akmad hulUnC), seixes 
throne of Tabria, IK 398 ; goes to encounter 
Argon, 399 ; rejects his remonstrance, 400 , 
401 ; defeats and takes him, ib. ; but hears 
of Argon’s escape, is taken and put to death, 

404 , 406 ; Notes on the history, II. 402, 

405, 406. 

Acorn bread, ^15, 

Acqui, Friar Jacopo d’, liis notice of Polo, 
Ixxxii, xciv. 

Acre ; Broils at, between Venetians and Ge- 
noese, Ixx; 16 - 21 ; plan of, 17; capture 
by Saracens, II, 1 26, 373 ; wickedness of, 
111 - 

Adam, Legend of, Seth, and the Tree of 
Life, 128; 11 . 397. 

^’s Apple, 93. 

*s Sepulchre on Mountain in Ceylon 

(Adam’s Peak), II. 256 ; — ^’s teeth, hair, 
&c. 259 , 260 ; the Footmark, 260 scqq.; 
the Peak, 26 r, 262. 

Adamodana, 55. 

Adel, perhaps confused with Aden, 11 . 367; 
3 *> 9 i 375 - 

Aden, Horse and other Trade with India, 11. 
876 , *85, 806 , 878 , 575, 376; 825 , 334 , 
841 , 349; S 61 ; the Soldan’s treatment of 
a Bishop, 862 ; Vengeance of 2 fte K. of 
Abyssinia on him, ib. scqq.; apparently 
confused with Adel, 367 ; account of the 
Km.®of, 878 ; 374 *, the Sultan, 875 , 877 ; 
Trade with China, 375 ; Tanks, 376; 380 , 
384. . 
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ADORATION. 


INDEX. -r 


ANARAUHTA. 


Adoration of the Emperor, 847. 

Adwlii^ II. 365 ; Inscription of, 368. 

Aepyomis and its Eggs, 11 . 350. 

AStins, his prescription of musk, 345 ; of 
.camphor, 11 . 345. 

Africa^ Sea surrounding, to the South, 11 . 
349 - 

Agathou DaimonoSj Island, II. 251. 

Aghrukji, son of Kublai, 323, 

Agmatae^lh 251. ^ 

Aguil, Mongol general, II. 88, too. 

Ahmad of Fenaket, Kublai*s oppressive Mi- 
nister, see Achmatb, and hist, notes, 373, 

376, 377- 

• Sultan, Khan of Persia, see Acomat. 
— • Shah Duranp i 54 « 

Ahmddi, 107. 

Aidhab, II. 374 * 

Aidhej, 80. 

Aljaruo, Kaidu’s daughter, II. 398 ; her 
strength and prowess, seqq,\ her name, 
395 ; the real lady, 396. ^ 

Ajmir, 11 . 360. 

Akaas of Bolor, 169. 

Akbar and Kublai, 311. 

Ak-bulak salt-mines, 14^. 

Akhaltsiko, 53. 

.^khtuba River, 5, 6. 

Ak-khoja, II. 402. 

Aktar, 91. 

Alahcuiri, II. 365. 

Alacou (Hulakn), 217 , see Alau. 

Alamut, Castle of the Ismaelites, 133, 134, 
138, 139. 

Alwia, 11 . 421 , 472. 

Alans, Massacre of a party of, at Changchau, 
II. 140 , 142 ; note on employment df, under 
the Mongols, 141. 

Alaone, the name, Izxxiv. 

Alarm Tower, at Cambaluc, 335 ; at Kinsajf, 
11. T48. 

kAlau (JSvlaka, q. v.), Khan of Persia, 4 , 8, 
10 ; takes Baghdad, 60 , and puts the Khalif 
to d^ath, 81 ; Longfellow’s Poem on the 
subject, 63 ; makes an end of the Old Man 
of the Mountain, 188 ; II. 408 , 421 ; his 
war with Barka, I. 4 ; II. 424 seqq, 
Alauddin (AloadiaX the Old Man of the 
^ Mountain, 182 SS99. ; 1 39. 

< — ~~{Alawatvng of Mufali), an engineer in 
Kublcl's service, II. 130. 

Khilji, Sultan # Delhi, II. 124, 13 ^ 

270, 333 , 334. 

Albenigaras, II. 298. t 

A 1 Biruni, 98* 

Aiobemy, the 878. 


Alexander the Great, allusions to the Le- 
gendary History of, and Romances regai'd- 
ing, cxxxvii seqq,; $2; 119 , xf>;, 

123, I2S, 126c; 142 , T43, 149 ; II. 262, 
416. 

— ^ Extract from French prose romance of, 
126. * 

builds the Iron-gate, 00 ; site of battle 

with Darius, 119 , 130 ; kills a liopi X44f . 

Wall of, 51; Princes claiming descent 

from, 15 1 ; fixes chains on Adam’s 
Peak, II. 2b2 ; said to have colomxed So- 
cotra, 343 ; tower of, 416. 

Alexandria, ix; il. 180 ; trade to, from 
India, 826 , 378 . 

AlhindCf AlfindOf 88. 

Alihaiya, general of Kublai’s, II. 1 29. 

Alinak, II. 403. 

Alligator, described, and mode of killing, II. 
46; euten, 47, 49; prophecy about, at 
Bhartpiir, II. 1X2. 

Almalik, II. 392. • 

Almanacs, Chinese, 899 , 40 r. 

Almonds, 146, 146 . 

Aloes, Socotrinc,^!!. 343. 

— wood, the name, 11. 215, and see Lign- 
aloes, * 

Al-Ramni, Al-Ramin ^Sumatra), U. 2 31, 243. 

Altai Mountains, 194. 

(Allay), the mountain where the Kaans 

were buried, 217 , 286 ; what mountain in- 
tended, 218. 

• used for the Khingan Range, 261. 

I Alton Khan (mountain), 2x8. 
j Altiin K linn* (Sovereign), II. lo. 

! Al-Thnibi, Family of, 11 . 269. 

I Amazons, 11 . 339. 

’Ambar^i-Rasiil^ 108. 

Ambergris, II. 250 ; 338, 840; how got, 
841, 342 ; 346, 866 , 35 «* 

Amda Zion, K. of Abyssinia, his wars against 
the Mahomedans, II. 369 ; not the K. men- 
tioned by Polo, 371, 372. 

Jmieriy kind of Brazil wood so calHd, il. 
243 » 315* 

Amhara, II. 370, 371, 372. 

Amien (Burma), IL 71 , 72 , 74, same as 
Mien, q. v. 

Amita Buddha, 407, 408. 

Amphora, Anfora, IL 350. 

Amu, Aniu, see Anin. 

Amuhi, or Devoted Comrades of the King, II. 

284. 

Anamis R., xo8. 

Ananda, 11 . 17. 

Anaranhta, K. of Burma, II. 64, 265. 
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Ancestor Worship, II. 88 , 6 o. 

.^ohors. Wooden, U. 881, 124. 

Andaine^ AndenOf Andaniourn^ kind of iroi^ 
see Ondanique. * 

Andaman Islands, II. 249 ; Natives, 260 , 2^ i, 
252, see Angamanain. 

Andragiri, II. 244. 

•Aj^drea^Bianco’s Maps, i 
Andreas, K. of Abyssinia, II. 370. 

Andrew, Bishop of Zayton, II. 189. 
Andromeda Omlifolki^ poisonous, 197, 

Andnn, Andan^ words for steel, 89. 
Angamanain (Andaman Islands), II. 248, 
249; described, 251; form of tfie word, 
251 ; 263. 

Angelic French, cxiii. 

*Angka (Gryphon), II. 349, 350, 352. 

Animal Patterns, see Beast, 

Anin, Province of, described, II. 82 ; 83, 84 ; 

86 , 90, 91, 92, 93; 21 1. 

Annalr of tjie Indo-Chinese States, Remarks 
on the Written, II. 70. 

*An-aan, or Tongking, II. 83, 211. 

Antarctic, Star at the, as drawn by Marco 
Polo, cxliii. 

Anthropoides Virgo, 262. • 

Antongil Bay, II. 348. 

Apostoille (for * Pope ’),*I2. 

Apples of Paradise, 91, 93 ; II. SOL 
*Apuhota (Kapukada?), II. 314. 

Apusca (Apushka), Tartar Envoy from Per- 
sia, 80, 32. * 

Arab Seamen’s Traditions about Java, U. 218. 

colonies in Madagascar, II. ^48 . 

Horses, trade in, see Horses. 

Merchants in S. India, II. 812 . 

Arabi, People called (Arabs), 67 . 

Arabia, see Vol. II. pp. 373 - 3 ®i* 

Arababni, II. 371. 

Arachoti, II. 335 * 

^Arsines,* the word, II. 891, 392. 

Arakan, II., 65, 252, 241. 

* Aram* (Jlarami), the word, 182 , 133* 
Ararat, 46; ascents ot; 49 * 

Arblasts, II. 122, and see Crossbows. 

Arbre Sol or Arbre Sec, Region of the 
(Khorasan), 36,79,119; II. 396 , 406 , 406 . 
Note on the subject, I. 1 20 seqq, 

described, 119 ; the Chinar\ va- 
rious readings, 120; the Tree of the Sun 
Legend (Arbre Sol), 1 2 1-123 ; the Christian 
Legend of the Dry Tree (Arbre Sed), 123 ; 
engrafted in the Legends of Alexander, 125 ; 
Trees of Grace in Persia, 127; Dry Trew 
in Mahomedan Legend, 128; in Rabbini- 
cal and Buddhist stories, and in the Le- 


gends of the Wood of the Cross, 128 (and 
hgain, II. 397); Polo’s Arbre to be sought 
near Damghan, 129; the Chinar, and Sft.* 
baean Apologue regarding it, 130. 

Arbre Sec, cxxxix. 

Seul (a wrong reading), 120, 130. 

Arcall, Arculin, see Eroulin. 

Archbishop of Socotra, II. 888 , ' 339 , 840, 
841, 342 , 343 . 

Architectural Renftins in Indo-China, xliii. 
Areca, II. 311. 

Areng Saccharifera, II. 240. 

Argaeus, Mount, 45. 

Argali, II. 414. 

Arghun Khan (Argon, Lord of the Levant, 
of Polo), of Persia, lii, fiii ; sends an em- 
bassy to the great Kaau for a wife, 80 , 32 ; 
' is dead when she arrives, 88 , 36; 9S; II. 
I 88 ; hi. unhappy use of the Elixir Vitae, 
i 304; 398 , 396 , 897 ; advances against his 
j uncle Akl^d, 399 ; harangues his chiefs, 
I 400 ; sends Ahmad a remonstrance ; is 
i taken prisoner, 401 ; released by certain 
I chiefs, 402 ; gets the sovereignty, 404 , and 
I puts Ahmad to death; is recognised as 

I soveifeign, 406 ; his death, ib. Notes on 

; these events, ^o2, 405-406. 408 ; his 
I beauty, 409 ; 412. 

! Argons or Half-breeds (Arghun), 96 ; 260, 
354, 255. 

Aril, Ariana, H. 335 . 

Arikbuga, brother of Kublai, 298. 

Arimaspia, II. 352, 353. • 

Ariora Keshimur, 82 ; 98, 98 ; meaning of 
Ariora, 98. ^ 

Aripo, II. 272, 274. 

Arjish (Arzizi), 4B. 

Arkasnn Noian, II. 405. 

Arhhaiun, applied to Oriental Christians or 
their clergy, 254. 

Axibenia, Lesser (or Cilician), xli ; charac- 
terized, 41, 42 . 

j the Greater, 46, 98. 

I Armenians, 43, 46, 70^ 

Ai'menian Christians, 255. 

I Arms of Kerman celebrated, 86 , 89 . 

- of the Tartars, 228, 230 ; II. 890. 
Arrows, Tartar, II. 890. 

Artacki, 247, 248. 

Arts, the Seven, 18. ^ 

Am (in Sumatra), 11.^45. 

Aruk, II. 405. 

Arya Q^akravarti, II. 256, 

Aryavartta, 98. 

Arzlron (Erzrum), 46. 

Arzinga (Erzingan), 48 *. 
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Arzizi (ArjCsh), 46 . 
Arulun-Tsaghan-Balghasmi, 361, 369. 

Asl>eBtos and the Salamander, 194** ^ 95 • j 

AsczUoism of the Sensin, 267 ; of the 
Jogis, II. 801 . 

Asciar, see Asliar. 

Asedin Soldan (Ghaiassuddin), an Indian 
Prince, * 08 , 98. 

Ashar, I^»ng of Gail, II. 806 - 6 ; Note on, 3 10. 
AaliinTfiiTi (Assassins), 182 , 136 . 

Asikan, Mongol general, II. 205, 206. 

Asoka, II. 364. 

Asper, II. 12 , 13. 

Assassins, see Ismnelites. 

Asses, Fine, in Persia, 79 , 83. ! 

, Wild, in Persia, 84 , 85, 116 , 303 ; in ; 

Mongolia, 202 , 303 ; 368 ; in Madagascar. ; 
11 . 847 ; in Abvssinia, 364 ; in Far North, j 
410 , 412. 

Astrolabe, 899 . j 

Astrology, Astrologers, in Tai|p|it. 186 ; of | 
Chinghiz, 218 ; at the Knnn*s Court. 266 , j 
847 ; at Oarabaluc, 899 ; at Kinsay, JI. . 
150 , 161 , 160 ; in Maabar, 280 ; in C^oilum. | 
818 . 

Atabegs, of Lnr, 80; of Fars, 81, 113, II. 

385 ; of Yezd, I. 84 ; of Kerman, 87. 
'Atkinson’s Explorations impugned by Rus- 
sians, 193. 

Atlas, Chinese, in Magliab. Library, IL 155. 
Auberoche, Siege of. 11 . 124, ^37. 

Audh (Oudh), II. 360. 

Aufat, Ifat, II. 3,69, 37r, 373. 

Augury, see Omens, 

Aitog Khan (Unc Can, the Frester John I 
of Polo, q. V.), 204 , 20^, 211; 25 r. 252, } 
353; Chinghiz’s victory over, 271 ; II. 10. 
Aurangzib, 160. 

Aurora, striking description of, 7. 

Aussa, II. 369. 

' Ava (Avah or Abah), one of the cities ofetiie 
Magi, 76 , 76-77, 78. 

Avicenna’s classification of Iron, 88. 

* Avlgi,’ the word, 60 , 54. 

‘Avarian,’ epithet V St. Thomas, II. 290 ; 
explained, 292. 

Axum,' inscription, IL ^65 ; Court of, 368. 
Ayas (Layas, Aiazzo, Giazza, &c., a jiort of 
Cilician Armenia), xlix ; sea-fight at, Ixvii, 
Ixxi ar/7., Ixxxiii ; 16 , 19 , 22 , 41 , 48 , 44. 
Aynthia, II. 221, 2.22,.^, 

Azumitif 11 . 365. 

Azure (Ultramarine) ; Mines in Batmehshan, 
160 , 153; Mines in Tcnduc, 249 , 354; ore 

o^aw, J19.., 


Baba Biusurg, worshipped b, the Lore, 8 o. 
Baboons, stym. of the word, II. 318 ; Md. 
Babylon, Babylonia (Cairo or Egypt), 2S, 
33 : II. IM, 183; S 78 , 37S; Sultan of, 

874,404. 

Babylonish garments, 62. 

Bacci-tdeo, IndigOy 11 . 3 1 7 . 

Baccanor, IL 322. 

Bacsi (Ekikhshi), i.e. Lamas, 266, 267, 277 ; 
various changes of meaning, 278; 279; 

866, 2rd8. 

Badakhshan (Badashan), 93, 97 ; i43y 146 ; 
People of, 146, 15 1 ; Mirs of, T47, 148, 
152, 364; Capital, 148; described, 149; 
Kings of, claim descent from Alexander, 
149, 15 1 ; dialect, 15 1 ; scenery, 161, 154; 
depopulation of, 149, 154; Forms of the 
Name, 152; 169; River of (Upper, pxus), 
162. 

Bad.iiin, IL 3 Co. 

Badger, Rev. G. P., II. 379. 

Badghis, 141 ; iT. 398. 

or Wind-catchers, 11 . 888, 384. 
Badruddin Lulu of Mosul, 58. 

Ikifk, 85. 

Bart, ro5. 

Baghdad (Baudas q. v.), 60 serjq, 

Indigo of {/>\tccaded)f 11 . 317. 

Bagratidae, of Armenia, 42 ; of Georgia, 5 1 
Bahai^n. 360. 

Bahauddin 1 1 3, i [4. 

Bahrein, 11 . 285. 

Bai, 176. 

Baiberdon (Baiburt), 49. 

Baidu, II. 407 ; seizes the throne of Persia, 
407 ; displaced ami put to death by Ghazun, 
408 ; alleged to be a CJiristian, 407, 408. 
Bailo, the title, 871 ; etym. of, 376. 

Baku ; Naphtha of, 46, 49 ; Sea of (Caspian), 
56. 1,1 

Bakhtiyaris of Luristan, 83. 

Bala-Sagun, 206. 

Baldnjariyak, or Devoted Lieges of Indian 
Kings, IL 283. 

Balas Rubies, 149, 192 ; II. 398 . 

Bale (Balkh), 142, r 43 . 

Baldac, see Baudas. 

Balddcchiniy Brocades made at Baldac or 
Baghdad, 62. 

Baldwin de Courtenay, Emp. of Constanti- 
nople, 2. 

Bali, Island of, 11 . 229. 

(in Abyssinia), 11. 371. 


balios. 


INDEX. 


bears. 
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Baliosj 376. 

Balish (a money of account), II. 1 74. 

Shlista^ medievally always a crossbow, II. 1 7^, 
Balkhash, Lake, II. 389. • 

Ballads, Genoese, on sea-figlits at Ayas and 
Curzola, Ixxii seqq, * 

BuUad-ul‘Falfal (Malabar), II, 314. ' 

Ballard, Mr., II. 317, 322. 

8alor, Balaur, Bilaur, Mhlnur, see Bolor. 
Balaamodendron Mu’iul, II. 331, 332, 

Balti, 152, 168. 

Balustrade, etyin. of the word, Ixvii. 
Bamboos; Multifarious uses of, 271 ; Jungle 
of, on fire, II. 30 ; largest size of, 16. ; in 
Chekiang, 177, and see Canes. 

Bamian, Caves nt, 148 ; enormous recumbent 
image at, 200. 

Bain-i-duii}pxh, 166. 

Bainm, 107. 

Bamo, Kiver of, II. 72, 74, 76. 
Bander-Abbasi, 100, 103, 108, 112. 

Bangsda, see Bengal, 

Baptism accompanied by branding in Abys- 
sinia, 11. 861, 366. 

Bara, II. 248. • 

Barao {Borrak q. v.) Khan Chagatai, 9 , 
10; his war with Arghun, II. 897 , 398. 
Barberino, Francesco 4la, Ixv; mentions Ca- 
thay, exli; 110. 

Bargu, Plain of, 237, 238 . 

Borguerlac, Bird called (tiyrriMptes Pallasii), 
237 , 239. ^ 

Barguchiii Tugrum, 238. 

Barguzinsk, ih. 

Barin, Mongol Tribe, 11 . no. 

Bark, Fine cloths from, II. 88 . 

Bai ka Khan (Barca), Ruler of Kipchak, 4, 
5; II. ^57, 421, 421; his war with Hu- 
laku, I. 4, 96 ; II. 434 soqq, 

Barkul, 308. 

Barliut, Eagle trained to the chase, 858 , 355. 
Barlaam and Josai)hat, Story of Saints, bor- 
roj^ed from Legend of Buddha, 11 . 263* 
Barley, Huskless, 180 , 153. 

Baroch, II. 302. 

Baron-tala, name applied to Tibet, 193. 
Barozzi, Dr. Nicolo, lix, xcviii. 

Barskul (Barscol), 807 , 30^* 

Barsauma (St. Brassamo) 72 , 73 * 

Bar us, Barros, in Sumatra, and its Camphor, 
II. 245, 246, 247 » 248. 

Barusme fmulae, II. 245, 251. 

Barggaza, 11 . 33 342 » 

Bashai (Pashai), 157 

Basma (Pasei, a K®'- Sumatra, 11. 

227 , 828 , 286, 237- 


Basmuls, 256 , see Guasmuls. 

Baspa Lama and the Mongol character called 
after him, 28, 315 ; II. 30. 

Basra (Bascra or Bastra), 60, 62 . 

Bathang, II. 29, 31, 36, 37, 41, 41. 

Baths ; Natural Hot, near Hormuz, 104 , 

I IJ4; Hot, in Cathay, 396 ; Public, .at 
j Kiiisuy, II. 149 , 155. 

Batigala, Batticala, Battecala, II. 311, 360, 

378. . 

Batochina, II. 244. 

Bats, Large, in India, II. 281. 

Battas of Sumatra and their cannibalism, 11. 
231 ; 240, 241. 

j Batthala (Piitlam in Ceylon), II. 274. 

Battles described; Ku^daPs with Nayan, 
801 , and note, 305 ; Tartars and the King 
of Mien, 11 . 66 ; Kaidu and the Kaan*s 
Forces, 890 , and note, 392; Borrak and 
I Arghun {details omitted), 897 ; Arghun 
and Ahmad (do.), 401 ; Hulaku and Barka 
I {do,), 4 Sfb ; Toktai and Noghai {do,), 429 - 
30 . Remarks on the authorship of these 
passages at p. cxxxvii. 

Batu, Khan of Ky)chak, surnamed Bain or 
Good, xlii ; Founder of Sarui, 5 ; 216, 2f8 ; 
his invasion of Russia, II. 420, 423 ; made 
into two Kings (Sain und Patu) by Pol', 

. 421 , 4 i 3 ; character and cruelty, 423. 

I Bavaria, Duke Ernest of, a Medieval Ro- 
; mance, II. 35 r. 

Baudas (Baghdad), described, 60; taken by 
Aldu (Hulaku), ib,; Calif of, and the 
Miracle of the Mountaiti^ 66 seqq, 
Bandekins, see Baldacchini, 

Bauduin de Sebourg, the Romance of, and its 
borrowings from Polo, cxliv-cli; 133-134; 

137; 174, 194. 

Bawdrij Corsairs, II. 344. 

Bay an Chingaian, a great Mongol Captain 
under Kublai, ]o; 298; 323; II. 100; 
prophecy connected with his name, 107 
seqq,, 112; his conquest of M<anzi or S. 
China, 108 , J 1 3 ; note on his history and 
j character, no; his exceptional cruelty at 
' Changchau, 140 - 141 , 142 ; 165 ; 392. 

, one of the Kaan’s Masters of the Hounds, 

866 , 357- 

, son of Nasruddin, II., 69. 

Khagan of the Aval’s, II. no. 

I Bazamta, II. 251. 

Bdellium, II. 331, 33'^. 

Beads, Hindu, II. 276 , 283. 

Bear<Sote, see Barkut, 

I Bears, 852 , 853 , 866; II. 18 , 24 , 26 , 27 , 47 ; 

I 818 , 846 , 364 ; whi^, in far North, 410 , 41 2. 
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BeuA and Hiked Pattenui oi^ silks, &c., 60 , 
6 a 5 86 , 915 354; n. 357 - 

* Beaten aold;* 8 i^ 344 . 

Beauty of Ge^gians, 40 , 5 1 ; of womon of 
180 ; of women of Kashmir, 168 ; 

* orwomen of Sinju, 812 ; of the helf-breeds 
or ArgonSf 860 ; of the tribe of Ungiat 
(^Kungurat\ 318; of people of Coloman, 
II. 86 ; of the women of Kinsay, 116 ; of 
Kaidu’s^'Daughter, 898 ; ^of Arghun Khan, 
409 ; of the Russians, 117 . 

Beds, arrangement of, in India, II. 888, 289. 

Beef not eaten in Maabar, 11 . 277 , except by 
the Qovl, t6., 286. 

Bejas of Red Sea Coast, II. 358, 365, 368. 

^BeUc ’ for ‘Meli^’ II. 21, 402. 

Bell, Great, at Oambaluc. 838 , 3 35 ; 868. 

Belial Rajas, II. 302, 

Belledi (or Balhdi); Ginger, so called, 11 . 
316; Spanish use of the woixl, 317. 

Bendooquedar, see Bibars Bundu.kddri. 

Benedict XII., Pope, II. 147. 

Bengal (Bangala), xliii ; the King of ^lieii 
(Burma) and — , II. 68 ; how Polo came to 
unite these titles; I'el^ions between me- 
dieval Burma and — ; modern claim pre- 
ferred by K. of Burma, 64-65 ; described, 

r 78 ; alleged Mongol invasion of, a mistake, 
79; 88; 90; confounded by Polo with 
Pegn, 91 ; 93. 

Benjamin of Tudela on the Gr3'ghon, II. 351. 

Benzoin, ctym. of, II. 228 ; 33 r. 

Berbera, Sea of, II. 349. 

Berchet, Cavaliere*'G,, Ivii; Jl. 372, 438. 

Bern MS. of Polo’s Book, xcvi, cxvii, cxz. 

Berrie, meaning and etym., 209. 

Bettelar, rendezvous of Pearl Fishers, II. 
967 , 274 . 

Bayamini, Wild Oxen called, II. 88, 33. 

Beaants, 818 , 860 , 878 , 879 , 897 ; 11. 25 ; 

' 116 ; 47^. 

Bhctgamial II. 283. 

Bhartpur, Prophecy regal'd ing, II. 112. 

Bianconi, Prof., on the Text of Polo, czxiv. 

Biar, II.. 248. 

Blbars BundukeUri (Bendooquedar), Mam- 
Idk Sultan of Egypt ; invades Cilician Ar- 
menia, 22, 23; his character; extraordi- 
nary Letter of, 24 ; 138 ; killed by KunUz, 
»» 7 } *^ 357 ; 367. 3705 4 * 4 . 

Bielo Ose^, 11. 41 7. 

'Bigondo,* 341. 

Blllchis, 95 ; their robber raids, 100. 

Binh-Thuan (Champa), U. 213* * 

Binkin, II. 183, 
fKntang (Fentai&X II* ^35* 


Birch-bark Books, 159. a 
Bird-hunts, Siberian, 887, 239. 

B^r-Pondi or Pira-Bandi, 11 . 270 , 272 . ^ 

Bfr-dhdl or Biyaldawul, capital of Ma’bar, 
II. 272. 

Birthday of the Great Kaq|||4ts celebra- 
tion, 818. 

Bishbaiik, 19?, 394. 

Bishop; of Male lilaud, II. 888 , 339; story 
of an Abyssinian, 861. 

Bitter Bread, 101, 115 . 

Water, 101, 115, 119, 178. 

' Blac, Blachia (Lao, Wallach), 11 . 420. 

I Black Crane, 860, 262 . 

' Sect in Tibet, 288. 

. Saints, White Devils in India, 11. 

891, 294. > 

, Blacker the more beautiful, il. 891. 

'• Block-Books; sup)>osed to have been intro- 
duced from China, clvii, II. 473. 

, Printing in Persia, 384. 

i Blood-sucking, Tartar, 889, 23 ?. 

, ' * Blous, Bloies,’ the words, 291. 

! Boar’s Tusks, Hilge (Hippopotamus), II, 
' 847, J 54 . t 

Boccaccio, possible allusion to Polo’s Work by, 

I Boccassiniy the word, 5/3. 

! Bodhisatva Avalokiteyvara, II. 210. 

> Bodleian MS. of Polo, xlviii, cxvii, cxx. 

! Boeach, a m^ake for Locac, and its supposeit 
i p;>sition, fk" 222. 

] Boemond, Prince of Antioch, Letter of Bibars 
to, 24. 

< Boga (Buka]f, a great Mongol officefv delivers 
j Arghun, 11 . 108 , 108 , 405. 

1 Bohea Country, II. J77, 178. 

BoikofT, Russian Envoy, 1 96. 

Bokhara (Bocara), 9, 10 ; II. 389. 

Bolgana, Queen, see Bulwjhan. 

Bolghar (Bolgara) on the Wolga, 4; account 
j of, 6 ; Ruins of, 7'; Court of, 340; II. 415, 

I 423. 

. Bolghar^ Borgal, i. e. Russia Leather, 860 , 
35 '* 

Boliv.2r, Padre, S. J., his account of the Con- 

I dor (i?uM) II* 353* 

I Bolor, 168, 168 , 769 ; II. 475 - 
; Bombay, II. 331 . 

' Bouga, II. 60. 

Boniface VllL, Ixxiii, Ixxx, Ixxxiii. 

I Bonoccio di Mestre, xcv ; 11 . 439. 

' Bonpos, Old Tibetan Sect, 278, 285, 287, 288, 
1 289, 290. 

I Boniis (Ebony), II. 215. 

{ Book of Marco Polo ; its contents, evi ; ori- 
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ginal language French, cvii ; oldest Italian 
MS. »6. ; Geographic Text” in rude 

^ French, its peculiarities and iudications^f 
originality, cix seqq , ; eVarious 'tfypes of 
Text — (1) The “ Geographic,” cxv : (2) 
Fauthier’a MSS. cxvii ; ( 3 ) Pipino*s Latin, 
cxx ; Grynaeus’s Latin, cxxi ; Mdllcr’s re- 

^ print, (h , ; ( 4 ) Kumusio’s Italian ^edition, 
and its peculiarities, ekxii-cxxvi ; probable 
truth about it, cxxvii ; Bases of it, ih , ; 
discovery of a MS. with some of its pecu- 
liarities, cxxvii ; General View of the re- 
lation .of the Texts, i6. ; Notice of an old 
Irish version, cxxviii ; Tabular View of the 
Filiation of the Chief MSS. and editions, 
11 . 463 ; Geographical data in the Book, 
cxxxiv ; how far it is influenced in form by 
Rustician, cxxxvi ; perhaps in descriptions 
of Battles, cxxxvii , Estimate of diffusion, 
and number of MSS., cxl ; Bases of present 
version, clix aeqq. 

Bordin Uimgrhau Estuary, II. 165. 

Borgal, see Bohjlmr. 

Borneo, Tailed Men in, II. 344. 

— Camphor, see (JampJmr, 

Borobodor, xliii. 

Borrak (Barac), Khan of Chagatai, 9, ro; 

97 i U- 389; 887,^98. 

, Amir, Prince of Kerman, 87. 

Bostam, 128, 129, 130. 

Bosjcellia Thwifern, 11 . 331. ^ 

Glabra, II. 332- ^ . 

Bouqueran, see Buckram. 

Boxwood Forests in Georgia, 60, 54. 

Bozzi, the word, 191. * 

Bragadino, Marco, Uusbaiid of Marco Polo’s 
Daughter Fantina, civ-cv. 

— — , Pietro, supp. son of the preceding, cv. 

Brahmans (Abraiaman) ; Fish-cliarmers to 
the Pearl Fishery, II. 867, 274; Polo’s 
view of them as merchants, II. 299 , 302 ; 
virtues ascribed to them, 299 , 3^3 5 their 
auguries, ib . ; 308 ; Palladian Legend of, 

339 - 

Brahmanioal Thread, II. 299 . 

Brahuis, 95. 

Brakhimov, 6. 

Brambanan, Ruins at, xliii. 

Bran diet, 267, 285 . 

Brazil (Wood) ; in Locac, II. 219; 222 ; m 
Sumatra, 241; manner of growth, ib.-, 
248, *50 ; in Ceylon, 284, * 55 ! Coilum, 
called Oollumln, 812, 314. 3 15 i different 
kind., 36 .; vicittjitudes of the word, 316; 
Atlantic I.l«a*W Braril, Ji6; um of, 
prohibited by Painter.’ Guild, 317. 


Brephung Monastery, 283. 

‘Bretesohe,’ the word, 302. 

Brichu (Brius, the Upper Kiang), 11 . 4r. 
Bridges ; of Pulisanghin, II. 1 ; at Sindafu 
(Chingtu), 2 S ; of Suchau, II. 148 , 144; of 
Kinsay., 146 , I 53 -I 54 > 168, 169, 170; at 
Kienningfu, 179 , 181; Fucbau, 184; at 
Zayton, or Chinchan, 189. 

Brine- wells, see Salt, ‘ 

Brius, the Rivej^ (Kinsha Kiang);' II. 36 , 39 , 

41 . 

Brown, Sir Thomas, on Polo, cxxxix. 

Bruce’s Abyssinian Chronology, II. 369 scgg. 
Bronetto Latini’s Book Lx Tresor, cxiv, cxl. 
Bucephalus, Breed of, 160 . 

Buckrams ; of Arzinga. 46 ; note on the 
stuff’ so called by Polo, 46 ; etymologies, 

I 48 ; at Mardin, 67 , 59; II - 29 5 at Mutffli, 
298 , 29B; in Malabar, 826 ; 880 , 883 ; 
864 . 

Buddha, see Saktfa Muui, 

; his Footmark on Adam’s Peak, II. 

260; a Saint of the Greek and Roman 
Churches, 263 ; his Tooth Relic, 269 , 264; 
his Alms Dish, 2 { 9 , 260, 264, 266. 

I Buddhism; in Kashmir, 159, 160, 16 1; in 
! Taiigut, 186; in Kamul, 190: Amelio- 

! rating effect ot^ on rude nations, 399 ; 

Occasional spiritual force of, in China, 406 
seqq . ; in S. India, II. 273, and see Idolatry. 
Buddhist; Decalogue, 16 1 ; Idols,. 

! and see lUols, 

I Buffet and Vessels of the Kaan’s Table, 
386 - 9 , 341 . • 

I Bajaei, 11. 365. 

; Buka (Boga, q. y.), a Great Mongol chief, 
11. 405. 

Bularguchi, or ‘ Keeper of Waifs,’ 368. 
Bulgaria, Great, II. 229, and see Bolghar. 
Bulughan, the Lady (Bolgana), xx ; 

31; II. 405. 

(another), II, 407. 

Bundukdari, see Bibars. 

I Burkan Kaldun, 218. 

Burma, King of, 11 . 265, and see Mien. 
Burning the Dead; in Tangut, 184; in 
China, apparently common in Middle Ages, 

! see Dead. 

Burning paper imitations of property 

at funerals, 186 , i87» 286 ; 11 . 161 . 

Heretical Men and. Books, 1 ^ 5 , 286. 

Widows in South India, II. 277 , 286. 

Buryats or Buraets, 125, 248. 

Butthers ; in Kashmir, 169 ; in Tibet, 162 ; 

in S. India, II. 278 . 

Butiflis (for Mutfimy II. 297, 
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a 

Ca’ Pojo, or Ca* Milion, the House of the 
Polos at Venice, xxxvi, lir, Iv seqq . ; xcviii ; 

11.443. 

Caaju, Castle of, 216 . 

Cacaxifti (Hokiung-fu), 11 . 89 , 96 . 

CachanAi (P*uchau-fu), II. 7 , 12 , 13 , 14. 
Cachai* Modun, 369 , 363. ^ 

Cachilpatoam, II. 322. 

Caesalpinia, 11 . 315, see Brazil. 

CMaarea of Cappadocia (Casaria), 44* 
Caichu, Castle of, 11 . 7 , 8, 15. 

Gaidu, see Kaidu, 

Oaiju (on the Hoaivg-ho), II. 104 , 106. 

Caaju (on the Kiang, Kwachau), 11 . 133 , 
136 , 13?. 

^aiton, see Zayton. 

Oail (K&yal), II. 272 ; 302 ; a great port of 
commerce, 306 ; the King, 306 ; idcntitieU, 
307; meaning of name, 308; remains, 
309, 310; 334. 

Caindu (a region of Eastern Tibet), 11 . 32 , 
38 , 34 seqq., 41, 42. , 

Caingan, 11 . 145. 

Cairo ; Museum at, II. 357; 374; Ventilators 
rnt, 384; see Babylon. 

Gala Ataperistan (or Gueber's Castle), 74 . 
Calaolian, 247 , 248. 

««« JTaXhaf, 

^Galamanz,* the word, 11 . 215. 

C«laminR, the city, 11.^293. 

Calatu, see Kalhat 

Caldwell, Rev. Dr. R. ; On Shahr-Mandi and 
Sundara Pandi, II. 270; on Facauta, 283 ; 
on G(m% 286 ; on singular custom of 
Arrest, 287; on Rainy Season, 287; on 
food of horses, 288 ; on the word choiacb, 
.303 ; on portable images of oxen, 305 ; on 
the city of Cail or Kayal, 307-b ; on 
Kolkfioif 309; on King Ashar of Cail, 310; 
on Pinati, 314. 

081 ^^ 2 *, Ecclesiastical Buddhi.st, 198 ; 
The Tartar, 400 , 403. 

• of Documents relating to Marco Polo 
and his Family, II. 438* 

Calicut; the King of, and his costume, II. 

284, 283; 321; 3^7. 

Gallic see Khalif. 

Caligine, CSiizene {Khdlij, a canal from Nile), 

n. 374. 

Gamadl, a ruined city, 9 X, 105, 106 ; identi- 
fied, th. ; 107; • 

Gambaluo(Khanbalig or Peking), the capital 
of Cathay ; the Raan\return thither from 


campaign against Nayan, 819 ; the Palaces 
I there)^ 824 ; the City, '331 aeqq, ; its 

^xtent, 381 ; Walls and gates, 832 ; plaff. 
Bell-tower, &c., 4 h. ; 862 ; 866, 866 ; its vast 
suburbs, hosteb'ies, 6tc. 367 ; cemeteriei , 
wSinen ; patrols ; 868 ; great Tratfic ; Pa- 
lace oP the 12 Barons at, 386 ; Roads 
I radiating from, 338 ; Astrologers of, 899 ; 

II. 1 ; 96 ; 168; 260 , see Pekin'f. ^ 

I * Cambuscan * of Cliaucer, origin of the name, 
2r8. 

Cambay (Gainbaet, Cambeth), Km. of, 11 . 
329 ; described, 4132 ; 333, 336, 337 » 359 , 
376, 379 - 

Camels ; Camlets from wool of, 247 ; white, 
t6. and 248; Incensing, 272; alleged to be 
eaten in MuAagascar, 11 . 846, but really in 
I Magudoxo, 347-8 ; ridden in war, 366 , 3s8. 

Cnmexu, Kamichn, 199; 247, ^ee Campiohu. 

Camlets (Cammellotti), SS 47 , 248, 260 ; 
what? 248. 

Cumoeiis, IT. 2 r 1. * 

Camphor; Trees of (Artwriw Camphom\ in 
Fukien, 11 . 136 , and inunufactiire there, 187. 

1 of Sumatra, # 11 . 229; 241 ; Fansuri, 

I 212; 243; details regarding, 244 8 ejq.\ 

earliest mention of, 245 ; superstitious re- 
j garding, 246 ; dcscrvj)tion of the — Tree 
(^Dryabff lamps Cumphora ) ; value attached 
1 to, by Chinese; recent prices of diflerent 
kinds, 247, 250; use of with Betel, 808 , 
3 y. 

Gampichu (Kanchau), City u/; 297 , zqq; 

I 202 ; 237 ; 211 . 

' oil, II. 2^fK 

Camul (Kamiil, Komul), Province of, de- 
scribed, 139 , 190. 

1 Gamut, or fine shagreen leather, 860, 351 . 

' Canal, Grand, of China, 11. 96, 101, 106, 1 14 , 
r 15, 117; construction of, 136, 137; 177. 

I Canale, Cristoforo, MS. by, Ixiv, Ixv. 

• Martino da, French Chronicle of Venice 
by, cxiv. 

Canauore, II. 321. 

Canara, 11 . 326. 

I Cancamum, II. 33 2. 

I Candahar, II. 335. 

Cane, Canes (always means Baminm in 
Polo) ; Kaan’s Palace at Chandu made of, 
264 ; how used tp make roofs, if},, 270; 
Great, on banks of Caramoran R., II. 12 ; 
Fprests of, and their loud explosions when 
burning, II. 26 , 30 ; Ropes of, 188 , 136 ; of 
great size in Chekiang, 176 , see liamboos, 

Canela Bram, II. 326. .* 

I Cannibalism ; ascribed to Tibetans, &v., 
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266 ; Founilation for such charges, 175 
^ seqq,-, ascribed to Hill-people in Fokien, II. 
179 , 18 r ; to Islanders in the Seas of C^ina 
and India, 209 ; in Shmatra, 227 , 285 , 
286 , 287 , 231, 240; the Battas andTcgu- 
lations of their — , 231^ ascribed to the 
Andaman Islanders, 261 , 252, 253. 
^Cannibals, 1. a. Caribs, II. 340. 

Canonical Hours, II. 3^3-4. 

Cansay (Kinsay, q. v.), II. 168. 

Canton, iii; II. 156; 188, 190, iqr; ig8. 
Cape Corrientes, or of Currents, II. 349; 
350. 

Delgado, II. 357. « 

— — of Good Hope, II. 350. 

Capidoglio, ‘CapdoUle’ (Sperm. Whale), 11. 
348. 

Oaraooron (Kara Korum), 208 ; 236 ; II. 
890 . 

Caraian, II. 42 ; but see 
Carai^ Province (Karajang or Yunnan), li ; 
II. 86 ,' 89 ; 40, 42, 43; 93 ; 55. 

, City of, (Talifu), If. 41, 42, 46 . 

Caramoran, R. (Hoang<ho), II. 12 , 104 , 106, 
114 , see Jfoang-ho. • 

Caraonas (Karaunahs, q. v.^ 92. 

Carats, 321. 

Caf'biiw^ etym. of tlae word, 95. 

(Cardamom, II. 32r, 323. 

Cardinal’s Wit, 20. 

Caribs, II. 340. 

Carpets ; of Turcomania (Turkey), ^ 3 ; of 
Kerman, 89. 

Carriages ; ^at Kinsay, II. 162 ; Chinese* 
167. 

Carrion shot from Engines, II. 124. 

‘ Carte, a la,’ the expression, 11 . 417. 
CaryotaUrens, II. 247. 

Casan, see Ghazan Khan. 

Casarla (Cciesare t of Cappad.), 44 , 45. 
Casoar (Kashgar), 169. 

Casern (Kishm, q. v.), 146 . 

Casoni, Giovanni ; on the Ca* Polo, Iviii ; on 
Medieval Galleys, L\iii-hiv. 

Caspian ; Ancient error about, xxxiv, cli ; 61 ; 

Names of, 56 ; II. 424 . 

Gussay* (Kinsay, q* v.), II. 168. 

Cassia, II. 38 ; 326. 

Buds, II. 38 ; 326. 

Fistula, II. 323- ^ 

Castaldi, Panfilo, his alleged invention of 
movable Types, clvii, and II. 473. , 

Casvin (Kaswin), a Km. of Persia, 79 , 80. 
(’atalan Map of 1375 (<'** Catalami), 

characteriirtJi#; *»§ifii“-cliv ; 56 ; H* * 9 * » ^ 97 : 

322,331,334,424* 


Catalan Navy, Ixvii, Ixix, Ixxii. 

Oatliay (Northern China), xxxiv ; Oi'igin of 
Name, xlii ; xlvi ; known by name in 
Europe before Polo’s return, gtli ; in Maps, 
cliii seqq.; 72 ^ 260 ; Cambaluc the Capi- 
tal of, 824 , 827 , 331 9 eqq^ 862 , 867 , 386 ; 
868; 878 ; 304; 896 ; II. 4 ; 89 ; 96 ; 97; 
101 ; 102 ; 162 ; 327; 887 . Generally 
Cathay is treated of in Book II. Pts. i and 2. 
Cathayans ; yieir conspiracy ‘against Ah- 
mad, 372 soqq . ; their wine, 894 ; astrolo- 
gers, 899 ; Religion of, 404 ; transmigra- 
tion ih. ; politeness ; filial duty ; gaol de- 
liveries, 406 ; gambling, t6. 

Catholicos; of Sis, 42; of the Nestorians, 67 , 
58 ;II. 34 T. , 

I Cators, or Great Partridges (CAaWs ?), 261, 
j 262. • 

Cat’s-lTead Tablet, 317. 

Cats in China, 11 . 287. 

Caucasian Wall, 5 r. 

Caugigu, Province of, II. 79, 80, 8t, 83 ; 86 ; 
90; 91, 93. 

Caulking of Chinese Ships, 11. 196, 197. 
Cauly, sec Knuf^ 

Causeway, south of the Yellow R., II. 116. 
Cantcrixing heads of children, II. 366. 

Cavo de Eli, II. 32f. ^ 

de Diab, II. 350. 

Cave-houses, 145, 148 . 

Cayu (Kao-yu), II. 116. 

Celtic Church, II. 305. 

Census of HousesJp Kinsay, II. 162. 

• Tickets * . • 

Ceremonial of Mongol Court, see Etiqnctte. 
Ceylon (SeUan), II. 268, 256 seqq.'y circuit 
of, 254; Etym. of name, 255; the moun- 
I tain of Ad.ain’s sepulchre, otherwise of 
' Sagamoni Borcan’s, 266; the history of 
this person (Buddha) and the origin of 
Idolatry, 267 seqq, ; subject to China, II. 

I 327* 

I Chachan (properly Charchand), sec Char- 
chan. 

Chagan-Nur (N. E. of Kamul), 193 ; II. 389. 

, site of a Palace of Kublai's, 260, 

261, 269; 377. 

Balghassun, 261 ; H* 7 5 

Jang, II. 43 * 

Chagatai, son of Chinghiz, xli, xlii, 93; 

m, 11 . 887 , 388 , 890 * 

Chakor (kind of Partridge), 262 , 

Champa (Chamba), Kingdom of, II. 212; 
f[ublai*s Exp. against, ih,\ the King and 
his Wives, 218; products, » 6 .; 218, 219 ; 

I 867; 360. 
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Cfhandra Bana, 11. 255. 

Chaxidu (Shangtu), City and Summer Palaee 
of the Kaan, 25 ; 868 seqq, 268 ; 865 , 889 . 
OhaagBn, U. 148 . 

Gfaangchau (ChiDgioju), U. 141, 143* 

Changgan, II. 16. 

Ohanglu, II. 95, 96 , 99 . 

Changshan (Ohanshan), II. 155 ; 175 , 177, 
178, 191. 

Chang-y, 376. 

Chao or Baper Money, 38 r. 

Khanahs, Bank-note offices in Persia 

( 1294 ), 384. 

f the Siamese Title, II. 43. 

di BuXf 54 . 

Chaohien, Sung Prince, II. 113. 

Chaotong, II. 92. 

Ghapn, II. 156. 

Cliar^ers, Written; Four acquired by 
Marco Polo, 27 . 28 ; one in Manzi, but 
dirers spoken dialects, II. 186 . 

Cliarohan (Chachan of Johnson, Oharchand), 
178 , 179, 180; II. 475. 

Charities of the Eaan, 897-8. 

, buddhistic and Chinese, 399. 

at Kinsay, II. 148, 155. 

* Chasteaux,’ sense of the word, 42 . 

ChcMkans or Temporary Wires at Kashgar, 
178. 

Chaul, 11 . 302,^79. 

Cheapness in Chinn, 11 . 159. ^ 

Cheetas, 355 “ 354 . 

Oheinan, Gulf of; t. 

Chekiang into Fokieh, Roads from, 11 . 1 78. 

Chenching (Cochin-China), II. 713, 214, 220. 

Chenchu conspires with Vanchu against j 
Ahmad, 872 ; puts A. to death, 878 . 

Cheu, the Seven, II. 220. 

Chibai and Chiban, II. 390. 

OMlaw, 11. 274. 

Ollixi, the Sea of, II. 209, 210. 

Cl^na ; appears in Maps, civ ; the name, II. 
ifo; King of Malacca at Court of, 225; 
trade to, from Arabia, 285 ; from Sofala in 
Africa, 334. 

OlSnail^l (T’sinan-fu), II. 08 , 07 , 99. 

Chindr, see Plane. 

Cbinchau or Jchin-hien, 11 . 117, 130, 134. 

Chinch'au, Chincheo, Chwanchew,Tsiuanchao, 
II. 184, 188, see Zayton. 

Chinese ; Marco ignorant of language, cxxxv, 
28 ; Epigrams, 162 ; Funeral Customs, 
187; feeling towards Kublai, 872 , and see 
375 ; Religion, 404 , and character for il^e- 
ligion, 406 f politeness, 405 , 408; 
respect to parents, ib.% gambling, 405 ; 


^ mounting customs, 11. 157; character as 
regards integrity, 167; written character. 
186 , 191; ships, 195 eeqq. (see S'Ai>s)f 
Pagodas (so-called) at Negapatam, 272; 
and elsewhere, 327 ; coins found in S. 
India, 273 ; pottery, do., 308; trade with 
S. India, 308, 3 14, ^ 1 , IM, 327 ; its cessa- 
tion, 327. 

Chinghian-fti (Ch*n8iang-fU), II. 187 , 139/ 
140. 

Chinghiz Eaan ; xli, xlii ; reported to be a 
Christian, 14: his capture of Talikan, 146; 
ravages Badakhshan, 154; at Samarkand 
favoui*s Christians, 1 72 ; his campaigns in 
Tangut, 186, 216, 247; 204; Rubruquls’s 
account of, 208 ; 209 ; made King of the 
Tartars, 209 ; his system of conquests, 
210 ; asks Prester John's daughter ; is 
refused with scorn; note on this, 3 ii ; his 
anger and advance against P. John, 211 ; 
arrival at plain of Teuduc, 212 cp^)iis 
Astrologers, 218 ; Presage of victory; he 
gains it, 215 ; .Jiis death, 216 ; his favour 
to Christians, 215 ; his alleged relation to 
Aung Kh.an, ih . ; Veal circumstances of his 
death, 2 f 6 ; wouml received, 216; his 
tomb, 217 , 218-19; funeral, 219; 265 ; 
his presiige of Kublai^s capaicity, 293 ; re- 
wsirds his captains, 312; 321 ; alleged in- 
vasion of Tibet by, II. 29 ; his mechanical 
artillery, 130; his cruelty, 142; 888, 410 , 
412.; Table of Genealogy of his Descendants, 
435 * 

Torn, II. 412. 

Cbiug-hoaiig Tovrer at Hangchau-fu, 11 . 1 70. 

Chinghu, 11 . 178. 

Chinglnju (Changchau), II. 140 . 

Chingintalas, Province of, 191 ; the region 
intended, 193. 

Chiugsang, Chincsan (Ch. Chiny - sktutj^y 
title of a Chief Minister of State, 386; 11 . 
107 , 112, 141, 174. 

Chingting-fu (Acbaluo), II. 7, 8. 

Chiiigtsu or Yiinglo, Emperor, II. 327. 

Chinkiangpu, II. 10^). 

Chlnkin, Chingkim, Kublai’s Heir Apparent, 
821 , 322, 323 ; his palace, 827 , 33 i; 8 T»- 
78 , j;6. 

Chin-tan^ or Chlnasthdna, Chinese etym. of, 
II. 82. 

ChinuoM (or Ouniohl ?), 856 , 35 7. 

Ohipan^ H. IW ; described, 199 ; 

Kublai sends an expedition against, 200 ; 
its disasters, 201 seqq.\ history of the 
expedition, 205 seqq. ‘ 

Chitral, 146, 152, 156, 157. 
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Chochau (Juju), 11. 5 ; 93. 

* Oholach,* the term, 11. 800 ; 303. • : 

Hhola, or Sola-desam (Soli, Tanjore), II. 27o, 

^ 72 . 390 , 303. • 

Ohonka, Km. of, (Fokien), II. 183 ; explan. 
of name difficult, 184; 187 . • 

Chonkwci, II. 184. • • 

Choroha (the Churche or Mancliu Country), 

• 204 , 205; 807 , 308 •,•11. 207. 

Christian ; Astrologers, 213 , 899 ; Churches, 

Early, in China, II. 16 ; Inscnption of 
Singanfu, t6. ; Alans in the Mongol Ser- 
vice, 140 , 142. 

ChristianB ; of the Greek Rite (Georgians), 
60 , (Russians), II. 417 ; at Mosul, 1 . 46 , 67 ; 
among the Curds, 67 ; 58, 59; the Califs 
plot against the, at Baghdad, 66 seqq . ; in 
Kashgar, 160 ; at Samarkand, 170 ; their 
arrogance when inr favour, 171 , 1 72 : mi- 
racle of the Stone removed, Vu* in Yar- 
kand, 173 ; in Chingintalas, 191 ; in Suh- 
chau,^l 9 d; in Kanchau, 198 ; in Chinghiz’s 
camp, 213 ; in Erguiul, 241 ; in Sinju, ib , ; 
churches of, in Egrigaia, 247 ; in authority 
in Tenduc, 260 ; on tlit borders of Cathay 
towards Sindachu, * 7 >. ; Navan one, 802 ; 
gibes at the, on his account, 807 , and the 
Kaan*s judgment ^hereon ; at the Kasin’s 
Court, 344 ; in Yunnan, II. 39 ; at Cacanfu, 
96 ; at Yangchau, 117; churches of, at 
Chinghianfu, 139 ; one at Kinsay, 152 ; at 
St. Thomas’s, 290 , 291 ; at Coilum, 812 ; 
in the Male and Female Islands, 838 ; in 
Socotra, 340 , 841 , and note on, 342-3 ; in 
Abyssinia, and their fire-baiflism, 361 seqq., 
and 365-6 ; of tlie Girdle, 366 ; 373 ; in 
Lac (Great Wallachia), 418 . 

Christianity ; attributed to many Chinghizide 
Princes, 14, II. 407 and 408-409; Kublai’s 
views on, I. 310; Former, of Socotra, II. 

342-344. 

Chrocho (The Rukh), II. 350. 

Chronology and chronological data discussed ; 
of First Journey of Polos, 2 ; of the war of 
Barka and Hulaku, 8 ; of the Polos* stay 
at Bokhara, 10 ; of their departure on their 
Second Journey from Acre, 23 ; of their re- 
turn voyage and arrival in Persia on return, 
liii 36 ; and of their arrival at Venice, liv ; 
of the story of Nigudar, 98 ; of Princes of 
Hormuz, 113; of destruction of the Is- 
maelites, 138 ; of history of Chinghiz, 210, 
214, 216; of Kublai’s accession a*d birth, 
397 ; of Nayan’s rebellion, 298 ; of Polo’s 
visit to and II. 48; of the 

Battle with the K. of Mien, 69, and other 


i 

I 


wars between Chinese and that country 
(Burma), 69-70, 74, 77; value of Indo- 
Chinese, 70 ; conquest of S. China,. 1 1 3 ; of 
capture of Siang-yang, 129; of Kublai’s 
dealings with Japan, 205 ; of ditto, with 
Champa, 214, and of Marco’s visit to that 
country, 2 15 ; of Kublai’s expedition against 
Java, 218 ; Review of the Malay, 225 ; 
of events in Ma’bar, 269 seqq. ; of cessation 
of Chinese n^igation to I^dhi, 327; of 
Abyssinia, 309 seqq.^ of Kaidq’s wars, 
392 ; of Mongol revolutions in Persia, see 
notes from 398 to 407; of wars of Toktai 
and Noghai, 428. 

Chloroxylon, II. 332. 

Chuchau-fu (in Chekiang, II. t 78. 

Chuchu (in Kiangsi), II. 178, 182. 

Chungkwe (‘ Middle Kingdom’), II. 184. 

Chungtu (Peking), xliii. 

Chughis, see Jofi'is. 

Churches, Christian ; in Kashgar, 169 ; in 
Samarkand, 170 , 171; in Egrigaia, 247 ; 
in Tenduc, 253; Early, in China, II. i6; 
at Yangchau, 1T7: at Chinkiang-fu, 189 ; 
at Kinsay, 152^15 7; at Zayton, 189; at 
St. Thomas’s, 290 , 293 ; in Coilum, 3 14 ; in 
Socotra, 343. 

Churchy or Nyuche, xli, and see Chorchi» 

Cielstan, 81. 

Cinnamon, II. 32 , 33 ; 86, 38 ; Ceylon, 255 ; 
Malabar, 325 , 3 26 ; story of, in Herodotus, 
298. • 

Circumcision, Forcible, of a Bishop, II. 
862 ; of Socotrans,^363 ; of Abvssinians, 
366. 

Cirophanes, Story of, II. 263. 

Civet of Sumatra, II. 238. 

Clement IV., Pope, 17, 18. 

Clepsydra, 11 . 170. 

Cloves, II. 217 ; 248, 250; Clove-like plant 
in Caindu, 36 , 37, 38. 

CoiQ; ancient store of, in Palace Garden at 
Peking, 330; burned in Cathay, 395 ; nu- 
merous 6elds of, in China, 396 ; in Scot- 
land in Middle Ages, xb. ; II. 172 . 

Cobinan (Koh-banan), 116 , 117 ; identified, 
t6.; 119 , 129. 

Cobler, the Story of the Holy, 67 seqq. 

Cocachin (Kukachin) the Lady, lii, liii ; se- 
lected as bride of Arghun Khan, 31 ; made 
oA^er to Kaikhatu in Persia, anff married to 
Ghazan, 33 ; wept at parting with Polos, 
34; notice of her in Persian history, 
3^. 

Cochin-China, the medieval Champa, IL 213, 


220. 
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Coco-nut (Indian Nut), 102 ; II. 286 ; 248, 

349 , 

• Islands, II. 349, 350. 

Ooeur-de-Lion, his mangonols, II. 136. iitf. 

Goffina, Chinese (in Tangut), 186. 

Ck>gaohin (or Hukaji), son of Kublai, II. 46, 
and se« I. 523. 

Cogatai, 373, 374. 

Gogataly a Tartar sent envoy to the Pope, 
12 ; is lea behind ill, 16. 

Goiganjv (Hwaingan-fu),^ 11. 104, 110 , 
114. 

Goilum (Kaulam, Quilon), Km. of, 11 . 312 ; 
identity of, 313; meaning of name, t6.; 
Church of St. George at, 514; KublaPs in- 
tercourse with; ^modern state of, 317; 
336; 337; 359 - 

Goiluznin, Coiomhino^ Colomni*^ Bnizil-wood 
so called, II. 312 ; Ginger so called, 16. 

Coins; of Cilician Armenia, 42 ; of Mo&ul, 58 ; 
with Lion and Sun, 314; found at Siang- 
Yang, II. 132; of Tartar Heathen Princes 
bearing Mahomcdan and Christian formulae, 
408. 

Coja (Koja), Tartar envoy from Persia to the 
Kaan, 30 , 32; 35. 

Gold, intense, in Mns. of Kerman, 87; in 
J^nssia, II. 418. 

i Mountains,* ro8. 

Coleridge’s verses on Kublai’s Paradise, 269. 

ColombinOf see Goilumin. 

Colnmbnm (Goiluui, q. v.). the sl*e of a I.atin 
Bishop, II. 314; 360. 

Columbus ; Polo pKrallele«l with, xxxv ; Re- 
marks on such a parallel, cxxx : sliows no 
knowledge of Polo’s Book, cxxxi. 

Goloman, Province of, II. 86 , 86, 88 ; 90 ; 
92, 93; 3II. 

Colon, 11 . 3 1 3, see Coiium. 

Colossal Buddhas, Recumbent, 198, 199. 

pomania, Gomaniaus, 60; II. 421, 422 . 

Gbmbermere, Prophecy applied to I^rd, il. 
113. 

< Comeroque,’ the word, II. 23 , 35. 

Goxnaxi, Comori (Cape Comorin and adjoining 
district), II. 813, 818, 820 , 337, 359. 

Comorin, Cape, see above ; also IT. 268, 309, 
326. 

Comoro Islands, II. 348. 

Gompartments in Hulls of Ships, n. 106, 
197. c 

Compass, Mariner’s, clvi. 

Competitive li^aminattoQS in Beauty, 321. 

Gonohl, King of the North, II. 410 , 41^ 

Gonoubines, how selected for the Kaau, 818 . 

Condor; habits of, 11 . 350; Temple’s account 


of, 331; Pudre Bolivar’s of the African, 

353. 

Gondur, Sondur and, II. 219 . d 

Coidax (Sable or IJfjaver), J64. 

Conla (Iconium), 44. 

Conj 4 veram, II. 370. 

Conjuxina; Weather-, 92 , loo, 168 , 159, 
266 , 373 seqq., 310; Lamas’, 379-280; 
Extraordinary, 3(^283 ; 308-309, seer 
iSorcery^ also Devii^Dancing, 

Conosalmi, 98. 

Constantinople, 2; II. 126; 418. 

Convents, see Monasteries. 

Cookery, Tartar horse-, 282. 

Cooper, Mr! T. T., II. 24, 31. 

Ooptil, Indian, II. 332. 

Oopper; Token currency of Mahomed Tugh- 
lak, 384 ; imported to Malabar, II. 826 , to 
Cambay, 838 . 

Coral; highly valued in iv^hniir, Tibet, &c., 
169, 162; 11 . 82 , 33. 

i Corea, 298. • ^ ^ 

I Com, the Emperor’s Store and distribu- 
I tiou of, 396. 

; Coromandel (N[aa];)ar, q. v.), II. 368 ; Rainy 
; Season in, 287; omens followed in, 303, 

■ 304. 

I Corsairs, see Pirates. 

I Oorte del Mil tone, Iv seqq. 

j S;ibbionera at Venice, Ivii, Iviii. 

' (Cosmography, Medieval, cli seqq, 
i Costusy II. 332. 

Cotall, see Khotun. 

Cotton; at Mardtu, 57; iu Persia, 79 at 
Kiishgar, 169; at Yarkand, 178; at Kho- 
tan, 174; at Puin, 176 ; not grown at 
I Aksu, 176; in Bengal, 11 . 79 ; Bushes of 
gigantic size, 828, 329; 880 ; 388; stuffs 
of, 1. 46, 47 > 07 ; n* 296, 398 ; 326 ; 880, 
838 ; 840. 364. 

Counts in Vokhan, 162 , 164; at Dofar, II. 

880. 


Courts of Justice at Kinsay, II. 160. 
CouvudCf Custom of, II. 62, 5 7. 

Cowdung, how used in Maabar, II. 279, 301. 
Cowries, currency of, II. 89 ; value and ex- 
tensive use of, 44, 46, 62; II. 219, 222. 

‘ Cralantur ’ (?), the word, 67. 

Cramoisy, 48, 60, 62 . 

Cranes, Five Kinds of; described, 260, 
25*. 1 1 

Crawfurd, .John, 11 . 220. 

Cremeapr (Gannsir), 70. 

Cross, Legend of the Tree of the, 128 ; 11 . 


397 - _ 

Gibes against, on defeat of Nayan, 807 . 
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Cross on Monument at Singanfu, II. i^», 93* 
Cross-bows, on galleys, Ixvi ; II. 47, *50, 5 1 ; 
*122. ^ 

Cruelties, Tartar, 143, 146*232, 233 ; IT. 142. 
Crusca MS. of Polo, cviii. 

Cubeb Pepper, II. 217, 326. • 

Cubits, Astron. altitude estimated by, II. 

818, 824, 828. 

Cublay, see Kublai, * 

Cucintana, 11. 331. 

Cudgel, use of, among the Tartaw, 284, 235, 
868 . 

Cuiju, Prov. of, (Kwcichau), II. 88 , 90 , 92 , 

93- • 

Cuirbouly, 228, 230 ; IT. 47, 50 . 

Cuju, II. 176, 178 , i« 2 . 

Cunoun, Prov. of, II. 14, 17, 18, 20. 
Cunningham, M.-Gcn. A., 98, 99? 164-5. 

Cups, Plying, 266, 278 , 308 , 310 . 

Curds and Curdistan, 67, 59 5 ^®5 9^S 

186. 

CufdfBBb <Hormuz, q.v.), 79, 82. 

Currency, Paper, in China, 878 S 677 ., 380 
seqq.\ attempt to institute, in Persia, 3 84; 
allusions to, II. 88, 89^96, 97, 101, 102, 
103, 116, lie 118, 119, 132, 136, 139, 
140,142,147,176,176. * 

Copper Token, in India, 5 84. 

, Salt, II. 29, 86, 3 ^^ 37- 

-, Cowrie, II. 89, 44, 46, 62, 86 . 

, Leather, 384- 

Current, Strong South, along K. Coast ■ 
Africa, II. 846, 348 , 349 . 

(Currents, Cape of, or Corrientes, II. 349, 350* 
Cirwla, Island of, Ixxiv; ltet*le there and 
victory of Genoese, xxxvn-vm ; Ixxvi seqq., 
Map of. Lxxviii. . 

Curzoii, Hon. R., on Invention ot 1 rmtm„, 

clvii, II. 473- „ . 

Customs, Custom House, H. 28, 25 , lei , 

172; 186. 

Cutch Pirates, II. 344- 
Guy Kaan (Guyuk), 216. 

Cycle, Chinese, 400, 403. 

Cunocephalif H. 261, 252 . 

D. 


Da Gama, II. ^^7* 

of. in Saniatra, de»vil«d, n. 

etymology, 240, «n.l 
DaVn (Peking). 268. 2^9. OJ. 


Dailiu (Tali), II. 4J. 

Dakiilius, City of, io6. 

Dahtdfi^ or Tooth»Relique of Buddha, II. 264. 
Dalai Lama with four hands, 11. 210. 
D’Albuquerque, II. 224-226, 343, 382. 

Dalivar, Dilivar, a prov. of India, 96, 98 - 

99. 

Dalmian, 11. 240. 

Damascus, 186 ; Siege of, 11. 127. 

Damasks with Cheetns on them, ^5 4; with 
Giraffes, II. 35^, see Silk and Gold, 

Damghan, 129. 

Dancing Dervishe.s, II. 6 T. 

Girls in Hindu Temples, IT. 281, 282, 

288 . 

Dandolo, Andrea, Admiral of the Venetian 
Fleet at Curzola, xxxvii; Ixxiv seqq.\ 
captivity and suicide, Ixxviii; funeral at 
1 Genoa, ih. 

I D’Anghioria, Pietro Martirc, Ixiv, cxliii. 
i Dantai)ura, II. 264. 

< Dante ; Number of MSS. ot, cxl ; does not 
i allude to Polo or his Book. cxli. 
i Darahjird, 8i. 

I Darah, II. 371. ^ 

1 IXirapilr, 99. 

j Darius, 119, 142, 143 , W®- 

iXirk Ocean of the South. 11. 350. 

! Darkness, Magical, 92, 98, 100, 168. 

' , Land of, H. 412, 414; how the lar- 

tars find their way out of. 416 ; the people 
and their* peltry, ih. and 416; Note on, 

: 415 ; Alexander’s legendary entrance into, 

* 416 ; Dumb Trade of, tk and 417* 

Darmj or Black Partridge, 94- 
Daruna Salt Mines. 146. 

Darwaz, 152. 

Dasht of Baharak, 148. 

Dashtishtan, 81. v j r ca 

Dates 0*.«. Ti-ees or Fruit); Woods ot, W. 
62 , 84 , 85 ; 91, 108, 104, 105, 106, 109; 
' 11. 877; wine of, 101, 108, II. 866 ; a«d 

1 Fish, Diet of, 102, 109 ; IL 382. 

! D.t., (Chronol.) in Pol®’* 
i erroneous, liv, 2; statwl, 

i 138, 209, 296 (i)i »• «*• 

804, 212, 918, 260. 290, 881, 880, 804. 

406, 407, 408. 

I)nughtei .8 of Marco Polo, xovii, xcTiii 

! civ.ov; II.440,44i,44J. 

I David, Kings of Georgia, 40, 5 4- 

! ^ King of Abyssinia, IL 37®* 

I Dawaro, II. 3^9» 37 •* 

Daya^II. 243» 248- 

De Barros, Geography of .L, xxxv. 

I De Bode, Baron, 80. ^ 
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0 e Bomn, Robert ab<i .Helie, Ixzxti-lxxxviii. 

' De .C!esi>y» ; Jite mueioiti to Venice 

* , and fecei^ of ‘ a tsopy of th^ Book Ihan 
bitaiMlf»^eTi s^q, | «xvii ; cxli), 

’00 jGUi^ pix^ • litxvi-Tui, fcxii. 

w.i^ad ; of tbe, iBd ; I'artor avetsion to 

meWe w^h things of the, 11 / 74 . 

JN^l of the, IH i« 7 ; at 
c^bRii ^4 m i .in Coloman, UU Ui in 
change in Custom, 96$ in 
" ^ ^gnu^RSS; by the Baifas, &o^ t'4f, ^ 
ilexih^* " . 

cd thei 144 } 11 . lOB, 
ibih iH itiy ue, 114 , 1141 , 144 , m, 
lW,lte? 47 T/„ > 

Z>«i^ Sih^IaSr for, IL B 79 , 287. 
Deeima^ or THhe oh Bequest at Venice, 3Lcix. 
Dedlnai Organization of ^Tartar Armies, 
W, i3i. 

Degenoration of Tartars, 280 , 233; and 
of other unlike conquerors of Chinn, II: 10. 
Deh-Bakti, iof>, to 7 * 

Del Negro, Andalo, Ixxxvi. 

Delhi, Sultans of, xliii ; II. 360. 

DelUkcio, Pier, criii. 

D’Ely, Uount, II. 321 S097., 32ft. 

Demoiselle Crane, 262. 

Depopulation'of Badakhshan, 149, 15 4. 
Derbend ; Wall of, 57 ; II. 425- 
Deserts; of Kerman or of Ldt, 116 , 116; 
110 ; of Persfa, 120; of Khor^isan, 140 ; of ! 
Lop (Cobi), IM, 176, 177, 181; of Kara- j 
konim, 201. 

— , Haunted, 181 ~i 83 , 241 . | 

Despina Khatun, 11. 409. { 

Deragir or Deogir, 11 . 360. 
vDeVapattan, II. 334. 

Dioaddsi, II. 288. 

IMl-Dandng, 279 ; II. 68, 6j, 62. 

Dfuils, VThite, 11 . 291 , 294. 

Di^far (Dofhr, Zhafar), tl. 276 , 284; 379, 
1^; its incense, &c. ; two places of the 
liame, 381. 

or mystic charms, 279. 

DMlkarHain (Alexander), 52. 

Dialects, Chinese, II. 186 , i9i-<2. 

X)iainolldB in India, and how they are found, 
IL 296-0; Mines of, 297 ; diffusion of the 
legend about, 298. j 

Dictation S>f their Narratlres Ay 'celebratc<f 
Travellers, exv. 

*Diez Terrien,’ i33» ' 34 - 

DiUwar, supp; Dflivar of Polo, 99. c 

Zgndrs, )8r; II. 283, 284; 47 ** 

— of Red gold; If. 285. 


i)tV»9<»rtdis fftsufo, U. 542. ‘ V 

Ptei «•» 97» >S5f >SS- ' r* 

IHrahht-^FaMt, ta, teqij. ‘ , o 

Diiih of Sokya or of Adam, H. fMtti 364. 
DiutrSind, 82. 

Diylnati<>A by Twigs or Arrows, 218, 214. 
Dixan, Branding with Cross at, II. 367. 
Diaabulas, Pavilion of, 341. < 

Djao.'Naiman Sum^ 269* 

. Dootors at Kinsay, II. 160. 
pato, see Dhjfdr , . 

Dogafia(Ju:i^na?), 142. 

Dog-headed Baoes, 11. 261, 252. 

*DQgB r the Kaan’s MastUT-, 456 ; Tibetan, II. 

29, aft, 33 ; Fierce, in Cuij^ 98, 90. 
Dog-sledging in Far North, IL 411, 413 ; Note 
on the dogs, t6. 

<Do18ao, Ramiezo, Husband of Polo’s daughter 
Moreta, ciii. 

Dominioans sent with the Pdlos but turn 
' back, 21-22. c-* ' 

*D’or plain,’ the expression, 236; 

Dorla Family at Meloria, Ixxxiv. 

, Lamba, xx;{,vii ; Admiral of Genoese 

Fleet sent to Adriatic, Ixxiii ; his victory, 
Ixxvi s$qq, ; his hoiiotirs, Ixxviii ; tomb and 
descendants, Ixxix ; at Meloria with six 
sons, Ixxxiv. 

f Octaviano, Death of, Ixxvi. 

-, Tcdisio, Exploring voyage of, Ixxix. 
Dorje, 322. 

Douglas, Mr. R. K., II. 153. • 

Doyley, Sir Fulke, II, 128. 

* Draps entaillez,’ 348. 

I Drawers, Enormous, of women in Badakli- 
shan, 161, 15 s. 

I Drawing after Marco Polo, cxiiii. 

' Dreams, Notable, ^69. 

Drums, Sound of, in certain Sandy Tracts, 
181, 183. 

JOryahcUuTiopa Camj/hora, IL 246. 

Dua Khan, II. 389, 392. 

Duel, Mode of, in S. India, II. 806-7, 3x1. 
Dufour on Medieval Artillery, IT. 1 24. 

Dukuz Khatun, 254. 

Dulcamon, 152. 

DuliteSf II. 365. 

Dumb-Trade, II, 416-1 7. 

Dungen or Tungani, q. v. 

Duplicates in Geography, Ji hSJf 343- 
Du/fUj II. 332. ' * 

Dufrer’s Map of Veniee, so-called, 111. 
Dorsamand, JL 360. ^ 

JDushdb, 84. 

Dust-storms, 100. 



DOTiEs;^ 


ETYMOLOGIES. 




' t$bis.x. 


l^tles ;^n goods at Kinsay and Zay^n, H. 

178 , 186 ; oa Homs, 878 , 383. See bus-' 
^ toms and 

uwara Satnudra, II. 337, jo2, 360. • 

name applied to Mongolia, 193. 
Dzungaria, 193. a 


fiftgle Mwk on shoCilder of Georgian Kings, 

48 . . 

Sagles trained to kill large game, 868, 355. 
- White, in the Diamond country, II. 

886 . 

ZSagle-wood; origin of the name, II. 215, 
see Liga-aloes. 

Barth honoured,' II. 878 . 

East, State of the, circa 1260 , xl. 

Ebony, II. 818 , 215. 

Edward I. ; Ixxxrii, i^c, xci ; 30 . . 

• II. ; correspondence with Tartar princes, 
IL -*nq. 

BiYeminaby in Chinese Palaces, II. 8, 10; 

164 . 

Eggs of the Rue, and of ^he Aepyomis, II. 

35 o» 35 i> 354. 

Bgi^aia, ProTince of, 847. 

JEla (Cardamom), II. 321. 

Elabarake^ 11 . 321, 32V 

Blohidai, II. 408 , 405. 

Elephantiasis, 178 ; 11 . 286. 

XSlephants; Kublai carried by Four, on a 
. timber Dartizan, 301 ; The Kaan’s, ' 846 , 
348 ; his litter borne by, 858 , 363 ; of the 
K. of Mien, 11 . 68 ; numbers ^f men alleged 
to be carried by, 65 (also 356); how the 
Tartars routed them, 66 ; the Kaan begins 
to keep, 68 ; 71 , 7 ^ 80 , 82 ; in Champa, 
818 , 214, 215 ; in Locac, 219 , 222 ; in Su- 
matra, 887 , 232 ; 287 ; in Madagascar and 
Zanghibar; trade in Teeth of, 845 , 856 ; 
carried off by the Rue, 846 , 350, 354; in 
Zanghibar, 855 used in war, 856 ; an er- 
roneous statement, 358; Nubian, 357 5 
fable about, t6.; alleged to be used in 
• war by Abyssinians, 363 ; not bred there, 
864 ; Note on alleged use by Abys., 367; 
and on training of African elephants, \b , ; 
War of the Elephant, 368. 

Eli, Ely, Elly (Hili),* Kingdom of, II. 880 ; 

position, 336; 3375 359 * 

Elima, II. 321. 

Vitae of the Jogis, II. 800 , 304. 
Elliott, Sir Walter, II. 272. 

Embroidery; at Kerman, 86 ; of leather in 
Guzci-at, 


you II. 


Empoli, Oiov. d\ 11. 188. 

183. 

Subhanters ; at Socotra, 11. 841 , 345. 

Exiohantmente ; of the Caraonas, 88, 98 , 
see Soremrers. 

ftA teorre,* the phrase, 43 ^ II. 337 ; 

383. 

Engano, Legend reg. Island of, II. 340. 

Engineers,- Orowing Importance of, in Middle 
Ages, II. 127, 128. 

I Engineering Feaf, Curious, Izziz. 
j English Trade and Character in Asia, II. 303. 

Enlightenment, Land of, 406-7. 

Eroultu, Arculin (an animal), II. 412 , 413, 
415 , 418 . 

Brguiul, Pi‘ov. of, 841 , 243. 

Ermine, 360 ; II. 418 , 415 , 416. 

Ersingan (Arzinga), 46, 48. 

Erzi^um (Arairon), 48. 

* Eschiel,’ the word, II. 326. 

Esher (Shehr, F^-shehr), II. 874 ; described, 
877 ; trade with Ipdia ; Incense ; ichthy- 
. ophagy, 378 ; singular sheep, t&. ; position, 
&h., 3785 380. 

Easentemur (Isentimur), grandson of Ku- 
blai, II, 

Estimo, The Venetian, or Forced Loan, Ixxv. 

Ethiopia and India, Confusion of, II. 365. 

Ethiopian Sheep, 11 . 855 , 357, 358. 

Etiquettes, of the Mongol Court, 889 , 840 , 
341, 342, 847 , 348, 405 - 6 . 

Etymologies# Balustrade^ Ixvii; Buckram, 
48; Avigi, S 4 ; CfeliZy $6; Muslin, 59; 
Baudekins, 62; Cramoisy, 62; Onda- 
nique, 88; Carbine^ 95 ; Dulcarnon, 152; 
Balas, 152; Azuee and Lazuli^ 153; 
None, 1 64 ; Mav:met and Mummeryy 1 74 ; 
Salamander, 195; Berne, 208; S^Uiuf, 
<943; Siclatoun, 249; Argon, 255; Tun- 
ganiy 25$ ; Guasmul, 257 ; Chakor, 262 ; 
Jadu, 275 ; Titfur, 277 ; Bac8i,»6.; Sensin, 
285 seq. ; F'ungyi, 290 ; Carquois, 327-8 ; 
Eeshikan, 33^-7; Vemique, 340; Ga- 
mut, Borgal, Shagreen, 351 ; Chinuobi or 
Chuniohi, 357; Toscaol, 363; Bular- 
guohi, 36 3 ; Fondaco, 3 70 ; BaUo, 3 76 ; 
Comerque, II. 25 ; Porcelain, 44 ; San- 
gon, 99; Faghllir, no; Mangonel, 
Mangle, &c., 125; Galingale, 182; CA^I 
and Misri, 183; Satin, 189; Eagle’-wood, 
215; Aloes-icood, ib. ; Bontis,^. ; Cala- 
manz, t6. ; Benzoin, 228 ; Baldnjar, 284; 
A-mt(c^,284; Pariah, 286 ; Govi, f6. ; Ava- 
rian, 292; Abraiaman, 302; Choiaob, 
'303; proques, 305; Brazil, 3165 Ba/- 
hdi, Belledi, 317 ; Qa^aul, 318 ; Baboon 

2 K 
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; lai/uutWf 3a6-<7 ; Rook (in chessX 3$ I ; 
AraSne, 39a \ Vair, 4r4- 
Etymologies (of Proper Names); Curd, 
193; Ohinglntalaa, 

Oambi^n, ai8 ; Dagroian, 11. 340 ; 
OqFkni, 35;; Malmr, a68; Sonajarpat- 
toiiom, 307; Puanei^KdyaJy ib.\ Eayid, 
t8.; KoUam (Coilum), 313; HUi (Ely), 
331; Mmyta and Nehih, 339; Socot^ 
34a; Cu^sseeah, 344; Caiigine, 374; Al- 
jaruo, 396; 423-^ * 

— — ^ Chinese, 11 . 82. 

Etaina, 802 . 

Eunuoha ; 318 ; procured from Bengal, II. 

79 , 79. 

Euphrates ; 43 ; said to flow into Caspian, 
31,56. C 

Euphratesia, 43. 

Execution of Princes of the Blood, Mode of, 
64, 806 ^ 308. 

Eyircaj^ 247. 

*? E*. 

. Facen, Dr. J., clvii. 

Fai^ur (Paelhr, the Emp. of S. China), 11 . 
* 10f|. meaning of title, no; 168 , 168; his 
efieminate diversions, 163 ; decay of the 
Palace of, 163 , see Manad, King of. 
Paizabad in Badakhshan, 147, 148, 154. 

4 Fhkata, II. 207. 

Fakhruddin Ahmad, 114; II. 269. 

Fakmir, II. 376. 

Falcons, see Ibwks. « 

Falooners, the Kaan's, 866, 858 . 

’Famine Horrors, ^77. 

Fanehan, i. a. P’ingchang, title of a 2 nd class 
Cabinet Minister, |66 ; II. 141. 


Fernandez or Moravia, Valentine, II. 23^. 

FeatlTnls, Order of the Kaan's, 888 aeq^i, 

Fidawi, or Ismaelite adepts, 136, 137. 

FOlal flety in Chin«, 405 , 408. ** 

Finn, 114. 

Fion^elisa, supposed to be Nicolo Polo*s 2nd 
wife, xjix, liv, Ivii. 

, daughter of younger Maffeo Polo, xliz, 

xcii. 

, wife of Felice l*olo, Iv, xciii. 
j Firando, Island of, II. 206. 

Firdus, a Castle of the Ismaelites, 1 39. 

; Fire ; afiected by height of Plain of Pamer, 
168 , 167; regulations about, at Kinsay, 
II. 148.0 

Baptism ascribed to Abyssinians, 11 . 

881 , 366. 

Fire-Worship ; in Persia, 74 ; by the Sen- 
sin in Cathay, 268 , 287. 

— - > Pan (or Enginel of War), supposed 
Rockets, 305, 30O. 

Fish ; Miracle regarding, in Geor^ip..^, 54, 
55; — .md Date diet, 102 , 109; supply 
of, at Kinsay, II. 156 ; food for cattle, 
877 , 379. 

Florin or Ducat" II. 171 ; 471. 

Flour, Trees producing (Sago^ 11 . 242 . 

I FlUckiger, Dr., II. 181. 

Fokien; II. 174, 176,^177, 181; Dialect of, 
11. 191. 

Folin (Byzantine Empire), 11 . 339. 

Fondsmo, 370; II. 188, 189. 

Foot-mark on Adam’s Peak, IJ. 261; discre- 
pant dimensions, tb. 

Foot-posts in Cathay, 886. 

Forg, 01. ’ 


Fanchan Lake, II. 1 7. 

Fanehing, Siege of, II. 129, 13a 
Fandaraina, 11 . 376. 

Fa 4 sil!l', Km. of^:iA' Sumatra, IL 2 | 2 ^' pbd- 
tlon oi; 245* , - 4 

Fa 4 siir| Camphor, II. 1512^ 244 ^. 
Fan|renka, or Fanbimko, a general in 

' 


Formosa, Flaln of, 101 , 108 ; the name, t6. 
Ferthne, Mr. R., II. 176, 177, 178, 182, 
Fbpndjlngs provided for, II. 100 , 114. 
Four-housed 8he^ II. 878 , 379. 

FmiOs viilfhidr, H. 150 , i8i. 

«M, 416 , 418 . 

■flV ¥*vrQ*i> Mii>, dir, ii6; II. 91; 331; 

; «8r«« ■' 

T 0 m,’ Me En fra terre. 

Fhidss|^(iriu8^ Jerome, xzziv. 

/Franciso^p^, Convents ; in the Wblga region, 
' 5, 8, 11.^422; at Tang-chan, II. 117; at 
. r88. ^ r 

FzanooUzuh 9 ^ 94$ ICtty 1,06 ; 262. 
FraiikinMD^ aM*XiliNHm 
iTench; thejorijtnai langoa^ of Polo’s 
.,Book,^ oviif its.Ia^e diffusion in 

^ijage, 4xii ;^cxlvi' " 

S«i$Miait{on np' the" KainBoja River, h. 
' *41, 03, tad see Oaruieri - % 
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French Missions and Missionai'ies i|^ China, 
3 o» 33 » 37 > 4 r» 42, 60, 61, 8 r, 90. 
“refe Charnel,’ meaning of, 172. • 

Frere, Sir Bartle, 89, 109® H2 ; II. 330. 

^ rederic II,, the Emperor ; his account ^ the 
Tartars, 52; his Cheetas, 354; his leather 
money, 384; his Giraffe, II. 357. 

Fuchau (FujU, q. v.) ; Paper money at, 383 ; 

n. 113; 184; Tooth-%elique at, 266. 

Puju (Fokien and Fuchau), II. 176, 179«tfg7., 
187; city, 180, 182 ; 183, 185. 

Funeral rites (Chinese), in Tangut, 184 
; oT the Kaans, 217, 219 ; at Kinsay, 
161, 157, see Dead. - 

Fungul, City of, II. 88 , 90 , 92 . 

Ful 8 of the Northern Regions, 224, 360, 
365 ; II. 410, 4 » 3 -i 4 , 418, 418. 

Fusang, fancied Mexico, JI. 339, 340. 

Kuyang (Tanpiju ?),. II. 1 76, 1 7 7. 

a. 

GalasiiKird', 00. 

(ialcazza^ Venetian, Ixv. 

Galingale, 11 79, 179, 180, i 8 r, 217. 

Galletti, Marco, xxv ; II. ^o. 

Galleys of the Middle Ages, the War-, lx 
se<fq, ; peculiar arrangement of the oars, Ix- 
Ixiii ; number of ears, Ixiii-lxiv ; diineu- 
siuns, Ixiii ; tactics in 6^it, Ixvii ; toil 
in rowing, ih . ; strength of crew, »6. ; cost, 
Ixviii; Staff of a Fleet, 16.; description 
from Joinvillc, Ixix ; some customs of ib. 
Galley-slaves, not usual in Middle Age^ Ixvii. 
Gamalec (Cambaluc, q. v.), II. 2 r. 
Gambling proliibited by the Haan, 406. 
Game ; References to, see Sport. 

- 8up[)licd to the Court at Cafnbaluc, 

352, 356. 

Laws, Mongol, 354, 301 ; 11 . 6 .^ ^ _ 

Ganapati Kings, 11 . 297. ; i 

Gandhira, 77, II. 266; the name a^plicd' to 
Yunnan by the Buddhitls, II. 43 » ^ v * 
Ganftx, the Port of Kinsay, It. 149. n* ^ ; 

Gantanpouhoa, son of Kublai, jr ^ 
Gantdr, U. 297. ' * . 4, 

Gardenia, Fruit and Dye, II. i8i. ^ 

Gardner, Mr. C., II. i 54 » * 57 * • 

Gardiner’s (misprinted . Gardner) Twvels, 

154, 169. * ' 

Garmsir, Ghemseer (Cjpr^osor), 94^ - 

Gamier^ M. Francis, IL yj, 38 / 44 ; «« 
ing journey^ Talifu, 48 ; 5 ®i 5 7 » ^3 5 83 '# 
84, 86, 92, 93 * 155. J .^*4 . . ‘ * 

GarriBona, Mongol, m Cathay and M^zi, 
300 ; n. disliked by tue people, 

183 . 


Garuda, II. 288 ; 349. 

Gate of Iron, Existing, ascribed to Derbend, 54 . 
Gates ; of Kaan’s Palace, 324, 32 B ; of Cam- 
baluc, 332, 334 . 

Gat-pauls,’ Gatopaul, Gatos-pautas, II. 318, 
318 - 19 , 372 . 

* Gatto-maimone,’ II. 318 . 

Gauenispola, Island of, 144 ; D. 242, 

248 ; its position, 249. 

Gazaxia, II. 428, 423 . 

Gedrosi, II. 335. 

Gelath, Iron Gate at, 54. 

Geliz, the word, 56. 

Genealogy of Polos, xliv ; Errors in, sQs given 
by Barbaro, &c., evi ; Tabular, II. 436, 

— of House of Chingbiz, II. 435. ♦ 

Genoa and Venice, Rivalry and Wars of, Ixx 
seqq. 

Pisa, Do. do., ih. and Ixxxiv. 

, Polo’s Captivity at, xxxviii, Ixxix seqq. 

Genoese ; their growth in skill and splen- . 
dour, Ixxi ; Character given of, by an old 
Italian author, Ixxvi ; their navigation of 
the Caspian, 51, 56; their merebasts at 
Tabriz, 70, 71, and in Fokien, II. 189. 
‘Geographical Text* of Polo’s Book; cha- 
racter of its language, cix ; proofs that«-it 
is the original, cx ; peculiarities of 
guage, »b. ; indications of verbal dictation, 
ih. ; Tautology, t6. ; proof that it is the 
source of ^le other Texts, cxi ; its use essen- 
tial to a full view of Polo’s Work, clix. 
George, King, of the liqe of Prester John, 
249, 250, 252, 253; iK)s.sible true form of 
his name, 253 ; II. ^90 seqq. 

Georgia (Georgjiania) and Georgians de- 
scribed, 49 seqq. ; their Kings, 49, 51; 
beauty of people, ih. 

O^rfidoons; 287, 240 , 263 ; 858, 859; II. 

^ 418. 

— , Tablets engraved with, 33, 313, 3 1 7 . 
Q«rman PoUoyrer of the Polos, II. 120. 
Ghnia^iniddin Balban^ 98 f». 99 . 

Qhazan'Kban (Oasan)^ of Persia, Mn of Ar- 
ghnn y liii, ; knew . the'-Frank tongue, 

exui, 28 ; hni TOga'id fer , the ^Po1ob,,, 34; 
'.maFries;the J.Ady Kqkaehin,, 36 ; . 844>97 * 

If4; 130; ,171" 384;.H-;9?5 *a7*j96, 

. 197 T .watch the KhofasSn ^rontief^ 

^ 405»;^o6; 406, 4il7r P8t(i|a34he ^roae, 
-. 466 ..‘."- ■'/; 

phel or Ghelan 

the Caspian, 51, 55 . • ^ * 

Ghelw/atw* w» 56:, r; • v//, 

GhiujVy'lT- 175, 177 , ./j - * 

Git&s (GeWns), 183*5 H. 349/ " . ■ * ^ 

a 'jfc' ' 



494 


ohCr. 


INDEX. 


GURGAN. 


Gkiir, 96. 

Oiglioli, Ptof. H., Ixzix. 

OA or Gllan, 55. 

Gilgit, 152. 

Ginao Mountain and Hot Springs, 1 14. 

Gindanes of Herodotus, II. 30. 

Olnger, U. IS, 19 , 86 ; alleged 10 grow in 
Kiangnan, 143 , but it is believed incor- 
rectly, 144; 179 , 180 ; at Coilum, 818 ; 
Different Equalities of, 716; prices, 317; 
at j£ly, 880 , 324; in Malabar, 886; in 
Guzerat, 888. 

oiraftes, II. 847 , 354; described, 866; me- 
dieval notices of, 35 7 ; 804 . 

Girardo, Paul, Marco Polo’s Lawsuit with, 
xcvR; 11.439. « 

Girdlctth, an Ismaelite Fortress, its long De- 
fence, 139. 

Girls consecrated to Idols in India, II. 881 . 

Glaza (^yas, q. v.), Ixxxii. 

Gleemen and Jugglers conquer Mien (or 
Burma), II. 78 . 

Goa, II. 294, 383- 

Gobernador, Straits of, II. 2 .*4. 

GoSs, Benedict, 1 , i6A, r 

Gog and Idagog ; I.egend of, 5 2 ; Country 
of, 860 ; Wall of China suggests the name, 

C57; 359- 

Gogo, II. 333. 

Goitre at Yarkand, 178 . 

Goloonda Diamond Mines, II. 2^^, 

Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh, their mystic 
meanings, 74 , 7^. 

dust in Tibet, II. 88; in Caindu ex- 
changed for salt, 86, 37; dust and nuggets 
in Carajan, 46 , 59; 70 ,^ 71 ; in Caugigu, 
80 ; in Coloman, 86 ; in Ch!|)anga inhnite, 
199 - 800 , 202 ; in Islands of Sea of Chin, 
809 ; dust in Islands of Gulf of Cheinan, 
211 ; ndt really found in Java, 217; in 
Locac, 819 , and the Malayo-Siamese terri- 
tories, 222; in Sumatra, 286 , 229; vast 
aceumulations of, in S. India, xi, 876 , 284; 
hnjported into Malabar, 826 ; and to Cambay, 
888 ; purchased in Socotra, 841 . 

— to Silver, Relative value of, 38 r, II. 59, 
and see 11 .^, 46 , 68 , 70 , 202. 

* and Silver Towers of Mien, II. 78 . 

— • of the Gryphons in Herodotus, explained, 

n- 351 -c 

, Cloths of, 41 , 60 , 67 , 60 , 62, 79, 860 , 

848 , II.. 18 , see m and Gold. 

^Teeth (Zardaudaa), a people of^West- 

em Yunnan, if, 68 oeqq.^ 5 56. 

Golden Xing, TalejOf the, II. 8. 

Golden Island, U. i jr 6 , 487 , 138. 


I Qo^en {fountain, Sumatra, 11 . 243. 

I Horde, II. 423. 

I Gq{fo, Tndigo diy II. 317. 

Gomispola, Gomispbda (GauenlBpolA, q. v.), 
II. 249. 

Oom^htapah, Wall of, $4. 

Gomnti II. 240. 

Gor Khary or Wild Ass, 85. 

Gonlon’s ‘ Ever- Victorious Army,* IL 141. ^ 
Goriosan, 11 . 206. 

Goshawks ; in Georgia, 60 , 54 > 868 ; Black, 
11. 888, 881 . 

Gothia (Crimean), II. 481 ; its limit, 422; 
languagf, 423. 

Govy, a low caste in Maabar, II. 877 , 878 , 
286, 881. • 

Gozurat, see Guzerat, 

Grail, Buddhist Parallel to the Holy, II. 266. 
I Granaries, Imperial, <896, 397* 
Grass-Cloths, II. 90. 

; Grasso, Donato, liv. 

i Great or Greater Sea (The Bhfck .sea), 8, 

; 3 ; II. 418 , 481 , 480 . 

Bear, II. 236 , 240. 

I and Little, Corce of these epithets in 

I application, to certain regions, II. 229. 

Gregorieff, Mr., his excavations at Sarai, 5. 
Gregory X,, Pope, seo Theobald. 

Greek Fire, Ixfi; 11 . 142. 

Greeks in Turcomania, 48 . 

• and Greek Tongue in Socotra, 11 . 342, 

343 ; possible relic of, 344. 

Green Island, Legendary, II. 316* 

Islands, II. 350. 

Mount *<it Cambaluc, 886 - 7 , 330. 

■ River, see TaienTang, 

Groat, or Venetian Ordsso, 878, 381; II. 

18 , 89 , 116 , 148 , 179 , 186 , 190, 291 ; 472. 
Grueber and Dorville, Jesuit Travellers, 243. 
Grus Cinerea, — ATdigonej — LeucogerawtSy — 
MonachuSy 262. 

Grynaous’s Version of Polo, exxi. 

Gryphon, The, alias Rue, II. 846 ; 349, 351. 
Guasmul, 860 , 254, 256. 

Gudderi, the Musk Animal, II. 98. 

I Gnebers, 84* 9 r* 

I Gueoni, People called, H. 8r. 

Qttgaly or Bdellium, II. 331. 

Guilds of Craftsmen at Kinsay, 11. 146. 

Venetian, xeix. 

Guinea-fowl» U. 864 , 372. 

Gum Animd, II. 332. 

Gnmish-Khdnah silver-mines, 49. 

Gunpowder, clvi. 

Gurgan, a Tartar chief|pU»4jS!;^ 

Ourgan (* Son-in-law ’), a title, 254* 
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Gurkhan, a title, 206. ^ 

Gutturals, Mongol elision of, 8, II. 2^4. 
iiuzerat (Oojsurat), II. 302, 824 , 826 
sciibed, 828 , 329, 336,«337, 359, 360. 
Gwalior, II, 360, but should be Kalanur^ sec 

475. • 




Habsh (Absush, Abyssinia, q. v.), II. 364. 
Hadiah, II, 371. 

Haffer, II. 380. 

Hainan, Gulf of, IL *211. 

Hairy Men in Sumatra, IL 243. 

Hajji Mahomed, 190, 199. * 

Hakeddin, II. 371. 

Half-breeds, see Argons. 

Hammer-Purgstall on Marco Polo, cxxxiz. 
Hamilm Arabs, II. 378. 

Hamza-Pantsiiri, II. 245. 

Han River, II. 18, 21 ; cii ; 128. 

HauuU./^ Mr. D., II. 144, 181, 182. 
Hanchung, II. 18, 19, 22. 

Hangchau-fu, xliii; H. 145; 151, 153, but 
see Einsay. • 

Hankau, II. 136. ^ 

Hansi, II. 360. 

Harhaura, a region India, 98. 

Harmozia^ 108. 

Harsuddi, Temple of, II. 286. 

Haru or Aru, II. 245. 

Hasik, II. 379. 

HashUhin (Ashishln), 182 133- 

Hastings, Letter of Warren, 54. 

Haunted Deserts, 181, 1824 241. 

Hawdriy (Avaxlan), the term, II. 292. 
Hawks, Hawking; in Georgia, 60, 54 ; in 
Yezd and Kerman, 84, 86, 91 ; in Badakh- 
shan, 160; in Etzina, 202; among the 
Tartars, 220; on the shores and islands of 
the Northern Ocean, 287, 240, also II. 418 ; 
Kublai’s sport at Chagannur, 1 . 260; his 
hawks in mew at Chandu, 268; trained 


eagles, 868, 355; Kublai’s hawking esta- 
blishment, 868, and sport, 869, 860, 861, 
882, 365 ; IL 6; in Tibet, 82; in Suipa- 
trn, 228 ; in Maabar, 281. 

Hayton L, King of Lesser Armenia, 42. 

Hazaras; their Mongol origin, 965 Lax cus- 
tom ascribed to, 191 ; II. 36. 

Hazbana, K. of Abyssinia, IL 3 7 ^ 

Heat. Vast, at Hormuz, 101, 102; 112 ; H. 
888; in India, 11.280, 812. 

‘Heaven, City of* (Kinsay), H. 148, 144 , 


146, 160.^^ <» < 
Heibak, Caves at, 148 * 


Height, Effects on fire of great, 168 , 166, 
167. 

Belli, IL 322. 

Hemp of Kweichau, II. 90. 

Heraclius said to have loosed the shut-up 
nations, 54. 

Herat, 141 ; 11 . 335. 

Hereditary Trades, II. 146 , see 154. 

Hereford Map, 127. 

Hermenia, see^'menta. ^ 

Hermits of Kashmir, 168 , 160, i6j. 

Hides, 11 . 888, see Leather. 

HUj Hail (the great Cardamom), IL 32r. 

Hili, Hili-Marawi (Ely), 11 . 321, 332, 323, 
324, 3 ^ 7 , 337 * 

Hill-people, Wild, of Fokien, II. 179 , i8f. 

Hinaur, see Hundvear, 

Hind, II. 336; 359. 

Hindu character. Apparent deterioration of, 
II. 303. 

Hing-ngan, 11 . 22. 

Hing-yuen, IL 18. 

Hippo|)otainus Teeth, IL 847 , 354. 

Hips, Admiration of large, 161 . 

Hoang-ho, 216, 2^7, 248, 251 ; IL 13, 15 ; 
changes in its course, 99, 105, 106 ; its em- 
bankments, 1 04; 114, see Caramoran. 

Hochang-fu (Cachanfu), IL 14. ^ 

Hochau, Mangu Kaan*s death at, 216. 

Hokian-fu (Gacanfh), IL 96. 

Hokow or Hokeu, IL 177, 178. 

Holy Sepfilohre ; Oil from Lamp of, 18 , 19 , 
26 ; IL 861 , 862 . 

Homeritae, 11 . 365. * 

Homi-chau or Ngo-ning, IL 84, 92, 93. 

‘Homme,* technical use of the word, 26, 
305. 

Honan, 11 . 128. 

Honhi Tribe (Anin), II. 83, 84. 

Horiad Tribe (Uirat), 266 , 27 

Hormuz (Hormos, Hormes, Curmosa), 1 ; 
79 , 83 ; 101 aeqq . ; trade with India ; heat 
and sickliness ; diet of people, 102 ; ships ; 
intolerably hot and fatal wind; crops, 
108 ; mourning customs ; the King of, 104 ; 
another road from, to Kerman, tb. ; road 
from Kerman to, 104 ; site of the old city, 
J04-'<105 ; Foundation of, 108 ; History of, 
113; II. 276 , 284; 806 ; 886; 376, 881 ; 
the Melik of, 16. ; S 82 , 888 : great heat, 
888 ; 884 ; Old — , Confusion about, 384; 
888 . 

, Island of, or Jerun, 104, 105 ; Organa 

of Arrian, 108; X13, SM* 

Hormuzdia, X05. 

Homs of Ovia J*cly 168 , 166. 
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Horoscopes ia China, 400 ; in Maabar, II. 

ssa 

Borse-Eosts and Post-houses, 888, 390, 
39 ^- 

Horses ; Tarkish, 48 , 44 ; of Persia, 70 , 82 ; 
of Badakhshan, 150 ; sacrificed over Tombs 
of Kaans, 817 ; Tartar, 888, 331; and 
Mares, White, 865 , 271, presented to the 
Kaan on New Year’s Day, 846 ; of Carajan, 
11. 89 , 47 ,« 49 » tails of, do^ed, 47 , 50 ; of 
Anin, 88; tracking by, 136. 

— none, or only wretch^ ones, bred in 
S. IndU, II. 876 , 878 , 387 ; 881 . 

Great Trade in importing, to India ; 
from Persia, 79 , 82 ; mode of shipment, 
108 ; from Carajan, II. 47 ; from Anin, 88 ; 
from Kis, Hormuz' Dofar, Soer, and Aden, 

876, 385, 806, 880, (Aden) 878, (Esher) 

877 , 379, (Do&r) 880 ; (Cnlatu) 881 , 383 ; 
great prices fetched in India, I. 79 , 82 ; 11 . 
876 , 28) ; 878 . Duty on, 878 , 383; cap- 
tured by pirates, 880 . Extraordinary treat- 
ment and diet of, in India, IL 877 , 881 , 
285, 288, 881 . 

Hospitals, Buddhist, 399. ^ 

Hostelrles ; at Oambaiuc, 867 ; on the post- 
roads of Cathay, 889 ; II. 18 ; at Kinsay, 
Regulations of, 158 . 

Hot Springs; in Armenia, 45 , 46; near 
Hormuz, 104 , 114. 

Hounds, Masters of the Kaan’s, 856, 
357- 

Hours ; struck from bell-towenat Cambaluc, 
888, 868 ; at Kin&y, II. 148 . 

, Unlucky, 11. 800. 

, Canonical, II, 303-4. 

Hue, Fbre, U. 24< 

Huchau-fu (Vuju), II. 145. 

Hukaji (Cogachin), son of Kublai, 333 ; II. 

45,48. 

Hnkw«i-hien, II. 182. 

Kulaks Khan (Alau, and in one place Ala- 
Cou), brother of Kublai, and founder of 
Moi^ol Dynasty in Persia, xli ; his enter- 
prise against Baghdad, 60 , 63 ; puts the 
Khailf to death, 61 , 64; 8r ; goes against 
the bmaelites, 186 , 139; i 44 ; 917 , 218; 
his first campaign, 298; II. no; treachery 
of, 142; 397; 399; his war with Barka 
Khan of K^hak, L 4 , 8, 96 ; 11 . 484 seqq. 
Hiillmann’s Extraordinary view of Polo’s 
Book, cxxxiz. 

Human fat, nsed for combustion in war, II. 

14J. ■ • 

— ^ aacrifiGes, 187. 

Hundwar (Onore, HiniuiiX 326, 376. 


Hia^ted-lByes, The Projdieoy of the, li. 

m-t, 112 . 

Hu^ducaniy^ see Ondanique. e 

Hungary, Great, n.i'229, 432. 

Hunting Establishments, Eublai's, 854, 
854, 362. 

Ejpfklitlon of Kublai described, 857 ; 

of Kanghi, 362. ^ 

Preserves, II. 6^ See 8 porU * 

HushikiSn, 143. 

Hwai R., n. 105. 

Hwailu, II. 8. 

Hwaingan-fu (CoiganjuX H. 105, xia, 1x4. 

! Hwen-ho, II. 3. 

{ Hwen Thsang, 143, 156, f6r, 165, 166, 1689 
i 174, 176, i77»»82, 200; 11.249,256,364, 
j 266,-339. 

. Hyena, 354- 

I 


labadin, li. 25 r. 

Ibn Batuti; 4; 5; 6; 8; 9; 35; 44; 7J; 
81; 9$; 112; 197; his account of Chinese 
Juggling, 280; 309; of Khansa (ElnsayX 
II. 169; of Zayton, 199; in Sumatra, 237; 
at Adam’s Peak, 261 ^ 264; 308; at Kau- 
1 am, 314; 315; at Hili, 321; 326; 3 ^ 7 ; 
331; 331; 535; J 45 ; 347; his sight of 
the Rukh, 352; 358; 3bo; 375; 379; 
380; 382; 396; 413; 416; 419. 

Pozlan, Old Arabic writer on Russian 

Countries, 6; II. 419. 

Ichau, 11. 103. r. 

Ichthyophagous Cattle and People, II. 
878, 379 - 

Ichin-hicn, II. 117, 130, 134, 136. 

Icon Amlac, K. of Abyssinia, II. 369, 370, 

37 ^* 

Idols ; Tai-tar, 884, 225, 404, 406, II. 410; 
in Tangut, 1. 108, 199 ; of the Baosi or 
Lamas, 867 ; of the Sensin, 868, 28H, 
290; of the East generally, II. 808, 2 10; 
in India, II. 881-888. 

Idolatry (t. e. Buddhism) and Iddatem ; in 
Kashmir, 158, 159, 160, 161; in Tangut, 
184, 186 ; 189; 101 ; 108, 200 ; 880;841 ; 
847; 850; 865s^.j 897 ; 844. 

Origin of, 158, 11. 858-9, 263. 

of Brahmans, U. 800; of Jogis, 800- 

808. 

*Up68ov\0i, IL 388. 
leu, 11. 360. 

Ifa^ Aufat, IL 369, 

Ig, Ij, or Irej, 81. 
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Igbn Zion, lakba Siun, K. of Abyninitell' 
370, 37 '- 

itchi, meaning of the word, 28 . • 

Ilchi, Cap. of Khotan, 

Ilchigadai Khan, 172 . 
fnuvjo Mundi of Jac d’Acqui, 1 . * 

Incense; Sumatran, II. 228 ; Brewn, in W. 
^ India, 880, 331 ; White, in Arabia, 877, 
379>380. • 

India, xliii ; 1, 108, 150, 868 ; IL 45, 47, 78, 
187 ; Trade from, to Manzi or China,.- 149, 
172, 188, 185 ; 187, 197 ; believed to breed 
no horses, 887, 881, and see Horses; 
Western limits of, 885, 336;Jslands of, 
856, and see Islands ; Division of, 856-7 ; 
Sundry Lists of States in, 360 ; Trade with 
Persia and Arabia, 806; with Aden and 
Egypt, 878, 374-5 ; with Arabian ports, 
877, 880, 882. YoLAL pp. 266-885 treats 
specially of India. 

India and Ethiopia, Confusion of, II. 365. 

file' t>reater, II. 267 seqq,; 885 ; its 

extent, 356 , 359. 

the Lesser,* its extent, II. 857 , 359, 

365 . • 

India, Middle (Abyssinia), JI. 856, 860; 
Remarks on this title, I. 365. 

Tertia, II. 339,565. 

Maxima, II. 359. 

Superior, II. 186, 359 * 

Sea of, see Sea. 

Indian Steel (Ondanique, q. v.), 88 . , 

, Geography, Dislocation of Polo’s, II. 
313, 336, 329, 331, 336- 

Nuts, see Coco-nuts, • 

Indies, The Three, and various distribution 
of them, II. 359. 

Indiflerence, Religious, of Mongol Emperors, 
14, ^ I f , II. 408 seqq. 

Indigo ; at Coilum, and mo»le of making, II. 
812, 317; in Guzerat, 828; at Cambay, 
883 ; prohibited by London Painters’ Guild, 


W 

Indo-China, II. 360. Vol. II. pp. 89 - 85 , and 
212-219 treats of Indo-Chinese States. 
InfiBhnts, Baqposure of, II. 109 , 114. 
Ingushes of Caucasus, 236. 

Inscription, Jewish, at Kaifongfu, 309. 
Insult, Mode of, in S,. India, 11 . 806 . 
Intramural Interment prohibited, 867 . 
Invulnerability, Devices for, II. 205 , 207, 


208. 

’Irik, 70 , 71. 

Irghai, 247 » * 48 - . ^ . w tt 

Irish accus^of eafing their dead km, II. 

241 * ^ 


Irish MS. Version of Polo’s Book, cxxviii. 

Iron; in Kerman, 86, 87; in Cobinan, 117 , 
118. 

Iron-Oate (Derbend); said to have been 
built by Alexander, 50 , 51; gate ascribed 
to, 54; II. 423, 424 . 

Irtish R., II. 423. 

Isaac, K. of Abyssinia, II. 370. 

Isabel, Queen of L. Armenia, 42. 

Isabeniyll, ^ 

Isentemur (Sentemur, Essentemur), gdson., 
of Kublai, II. 89 , 48, 68. 

Ish — , The prefix, 148; — Kashm, 148, dialect, 
15 1 ; 164. 

Iskandar Shah of Malacca, II. 225. 

Islands; of the Indiao Sea, and their vast 
number, II. 197 , 866,*358; of China Seas, 
II. 209 , and see Java, Chipangu, Anga- 
man, Nicoveran, Midaiur, Seilan, 
Scotra, Madagascar, &c. 

Mfide and Female, II. 887 seqq. 

Isle of Rubies (Ceylon), II. 220. 

d’Orleans, II. 220. 

Ismaelites or Assassins, 80 ; 1 ^ seqq, ; assas- 
sinations by, I3>; destruction of, 188 seqq, \ 
recent traces of, 139. 

Ispahan, 81. 

Israel in China, 309, see Jem, ^ 

.Istan, see 

Istanit (supp. Ispahan), a Km. of Persia, 79 , 
8 r. 

Iteration, WcaHsomc, II. 96. 

Ivongu, II. 348. 

Izzuddin Muzaffar, 384. * 


J. 

Jacinth, II. 298. 

Jacob Baradaeus, 58. 

Jacobite Christians ; at Mosul, 46 , 57 ; 
Note on their Churchy 58; at Tauris, 70 ; 
at Yarkand, 178 ; perhaps in China, 255 ; 

II. 343; 336, 337. 

Jadah^ Jdda^ &c., 273, see Yadah, 

Jade (stone) of Khotan, &c., 175 , 176, 17 7, 

178 . 

Jaeschke, Rev. H. A., id8, 2or, 214, 278, 
288. 

Jaffa, Count of; his brave galley, Ixix. 
Jahangfr, 160. ^ 

Jaipal, Raja, II. 282. 

Jajnagar, II. 360. 

Jal&luddin of Khwarizm, 87, 207. 

Jamaluddin Al-Thaibi, 11 . 269, 285. 

Envoy from Ma’bar to Khanbalig, II. 

273 





114, 409; - 

J49, / 

V Jatoi]Q • ICIiiitUii, ^l>lai*s ^favoniita Queeti ; 

.. :ii«r kiilteea^ io ih'^^pinred Ohinese Prin- ' 
; eoMi^ , 57 jt ait tjU 9?o } ‘J 23 . 

"Jal^gattiii II; 365. 

> aanibelc llSibancDf Sarai, 6. 

Japan (Ohipf^ogu, q. y.% Jh fOJ; 

tzpeditiou against, 

Japanasa Pif^per-MonSy, 

Jaroalawl, IJ. 43a 

Jasper, aicid Ohaloedony, 176» 178< 

.JatcJid (C!(iMo/icos>of tbe Nestorians, 67 i 
Jaitcha]i!i, ’II; iqi. 'tt - 

Jaya the Great* rlHI r ^ese^ed, IV > 
its circuit, 217 ; em^rsajn, ^ Ktiblai*s 
expedition against, & ; 219. ' 

— — the Lehs, «• Sumatra ; Polo’s party^ 
touched at, 88; described with its King- 
doms, II. 880 ,ss 99 .; 228; application of 
the name, ib, ; later meaning of * IJttle 
Jara,’ 229 ; 848 ; 818 . 

the Greater and Lesser ; meaning of 

these terms, 11. 229, 359. ^ 

— ; in the sense of the following, II. 360. 
Jd'cay Jdtrt; applied by the Arabs to the 
Islands and products of the Archipelago 
generally, II. 228. 

Jerun, Zamn (the Island on which the later 
Hormuz stood), 104, 105, 108, 113, 114. 
Jesujabus, Nestorian Patriarch, II. 313, 335. 
Jews ; in the Kaan’s Camp and Court, 807 , 
310; in China, 308; at Kaifongfu, and 
their inscription there, 309; end of the 
Synagogue there, ib. ; in Coilum, II. 818 ; 
in Abyssinia, 861 , 365, 369. 

Jibal Nakus, 183. 

• nl-Thabdl, »6. 

Jiruft, 100, 106, 107. 

Jogis (OhugblX Account of, II. 800 seqq . ; 

304, 305- 

Johnson, Mr., his visit to Khotan, 174, 176, 
177, m, i 8 o-i 8 r, II. 475. 

Johqre, Sultan of, II. 223, 225. 

Joa SiTer (Jihon or Oius), II. 888 , 896 , 897 . 
Jor&ttan (Miapattan), 11 . 322. 

Jubb B., II. 357. 

Jug^em; at Kaan’s Feasts, 840 , 342, 847 ; 
a8d Gleemen conquer Mien (or Burma), 
11 . 78 , 71 . 

Juggling Extraordinary, 280 9 eqq. 

Joji, eldest son of Chinghiz, xli; 5 ; XL 412. 
Juju (Chochan), II. 4 , 5 ; 89 , 93. 

Julman, II. 416. 

Jnnghuhn; on Batia Cannibalism, II. 231; 
on Camphor Trees, 246. 


Junks, 

jii8tinople(Capoi|*lBtrta), iv« 

Jyzgank (IX^ana^ |i8, 143. 

X. 

Xhaa, ICbe Great ;csee Kublai Xaan. ^ 
XaauB ; their Bnrifll Place, 817 ; massacre 
. of'alT'iqeVhy the fnneral party,' ib, ; 219. 

Kabal/ri6; 11 . 33 $. 

^KqcKfuiTy tit Wild Sheep (pvis FigraW), 154. 
Kadapah, IL 297. * " . 

yafchi.fc^, n. 91. ' \ 

Hinja Kwh; th«)r'wiae, 8}, 147; 
■ 146; 156. 

Kaidn I^han, (Caidu), cousin and lifelong 
opponent of Kublai, xlii; 170 , 171; 178 ; 
192; plots >vith Nseyan, 897 , 298; 809 ; 
II. Ill; his differences with Kublai, 11 . 
887 , and constant aggressions, 888^; hit 
real relation to Kublai, 388 ;*Hi8"Deatlr, 
389 ; end of his House, ib, ; account of an 
expedition of his against the Eaan, 889 , 
and. victory, SIR); of another expedition, 
890 seqq. Jlistorical note, 392 ; the Kaan’s 
resentment, 898 ; the story of his Daughter, 
and her valour, 898 s&qq , ; note on her, 3963 
896 ; sends a Host against Abaga, 897 ; 898 ; 
408 . 

Kaifung-fu ; Jews and their Synagogue there, 
309 ; the Siege of, II. 130. 

Kai&atu (Elacatu) Khan of Persia; liii-; 
seizes the throne, 88, also II. 406 ; not the 
lawful PriAce, I. 84 ; 36 ; 87 ; his dissolute 
character, II. 406 , 407; his death, 406 ; 
412; his Paper-Money scheme, 1 . 384. 

Kail, see Gail. 

Kain, a City of Persia, 82, 133. * 

Kaiping-fu (Kaiminfu, EemenfU, q. v.), 86, 
204, 268, 269. 

Kaisariya {Caesaraea, Oasarla), 44 , 48. 

Kais, see Kish. 

Kakateya Dynasty, II. 297. 

Kakhyens, Kachyens, Tribe on west of Yun- 
nan, II. 49-50, 56, 83. 

Kakula, II. 222. 
i^la’a Safed, 81. 

Kalajan (GalaolianX 248. 
fahndarj 67. 

Kalantan, U. 222. 

Kal&nur, II. 475. 

Jfakhi^ Jgialakchi, 337. 

Kales Devar, King of Ma’bar, II. 270; 271 ; 

his enormous wealth^284.^|. 

Kalgan or Chang-kia^keu, 26MP 
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IKalh&t (Kalh&«ti, Odl^tu, tL 

285; d«i8cribed^' 8il^ ^2; idiom 
• 383; 884 . 

Kalidasa on the Yak, 24$. 

K 41 ikdt,II. 321, 376. * 

fdlim or JfdUn (marriage price), 224,^48. 
Kalinga, II. 264, 266. o 

^Kalinjar, II. 360. » 

^Kalmia ATigustifoliaf l^isonous,. 197. 
]g[am&rah, Komar, II. 222. 

Kambala,' grandson of Kublai, 322. ' 
Kambayat (Cambay), II. 285. 

Kamboja, II. 97, 221, 222, 318. 

Kam-d;> II. 42.' 

Kamul (IgTomat, Oamul), 189 ; loose cha- 
racter and customs, t6. ; 190; 193. 
Kanat-ul-Sham (Conosalmi), 100. ^ - 
Kanauj, II. 360. 

Kanbaln Island, II. 948. 

Kanchau (Campichu, q. v.), 1^9, 247, 
248. 

]Kandkh&t, Kandar, II. 43 ; 335. 

Kandy, II. 264. 

Konerkos; Coins of, 164; (Kanishka), 160. 
Kanghi, Emperor, 362 ; il. 4, 144. 

Kanpu (Ganpu), old Port qf Hangchou, II. 
156. 

Kansuh, 186, T99. • 

Kao-Hoshang, 376. 

Kaoyu (Gayu), II. 116 , 117, 

Kapilavastu, II. 262. 

Kapukada, Capucate, II. 314. ^ 

j^rabugha, Carabaga, Calabra, a military 
engine, II. 131. 

Karl-Hnlun, II. 41b. * 

Kar&j&ng (Carajan, i,e. Yunnan), li, and see 
Carajan. 

J^ardkhitaian Empire, 206. 

' ■ ■■ Princes of Kerman, 87. 

Kar& Khoja, 193 ; II, 389, 392. 

Kard Korum (Garacoron), 208 - 4 ; 286 ; 
' II. 890 . 

' Mountains, t 76. 

{Tord Kumiz, a kind of drink, 227. 
Karamilren (Caramoran q. v.), the Hoang- 
ho. 

JTarana, meaning of, 95. 

Kardtii (rulgo Cranny)^ 95. 
j^randt, a Mongol Sept, 95. 

4 ^r&iin Jidnn (or Khidnn), 94. 

Kar&nnahs (Garaonas), a robber tribe, 92 , 
98 , 94 ^*; 83, 114. 

iTaranof, an instrument for self-decollation, 
II. 285. 

Karens, II*^. • 

KarmathialrHeretics, 172. 


l^rndl, II. 297. . ' 

Karrfdn, II. ydo. . 

— ^*lfanrkptlr^ 82 . * 

JKasaidi Arabs, II. 378.- # 

ird^ (t.^. Jade), 177. ' 

■ Kashan, 77. .• 

Kashgar (Gasoar), 169 , 1 7a, II. 389 ; CAou- 
Aoas 0^178.: 

Kashish KashiSj 66 ; Jl. 343. 

Kasia People Hflh, 272 ; Ih 38. 

Kashmir (Keshimiir), 98; 156; 196 ; de-. 
scribed, 167 aeqq,*, the people and their 
sorceries ; the country the source of 
Idolatry (i.e. Bnddhism), 168, 159, 160, 

I i6t; I^ihguage, 159. 

Kashmiris, 72, 168, 161. 

K.isyapa Buddha, II. 293. 

Kataghan, 143, 146. 

Katif, II. 285. 

Kattiawar, II. 330. 

Kanlam (CoHum, q. ▼., Quilon, &c.), II. 269, 

i 331, 376- 

! Mal^ II. 314. 

Kauli (Cauly), t. e. Corea, 807 , 308. 

Kaunchi Khan (Qonohi), II. 410 , 41 2. 

KoTeri R., Delta of, II. 272. 

Kaveripatam, «6. 

Kdyal, Kdil, see Gail. 

• Pattanam, II. 307, 308. 

, Punnei-, II. 308, 

Kayavar^ II. 286. 

Kayteu, iC 185. 

Kazan, 6. 

Kazwfn (Ga^yin), 79 , ^o, 95. 

Kehran, H. 360; see 47$. 

Keiaz Tribe, 169. 

Eelinfti (Kienning-fu), II. 179 aeqq. 
Eemezifti, see Kaiping^fu, 

EenjanfU, «. a. Singan-fu, II. 18, 14 , 16 . 
Keraits, a great Tartar Tribe, 207, 208, 25 r, 
252. 

Kerala, II. 326. 

EermdQ, 81 ; 84; described, 86 , 87 ; capital, 
1*6.; history; steel of, 87; manufkctures, 
89; 108, 104, 113, 116, 117, fi8; King 
(or Atabeg) of, 108, 104; II. 882, 888 . 

■ to Honnuz, Route from, 86 - 87 , 91 — 
' 92 , 101 , 104^108. 

EesUoan, the Itaan’s Life-Guard, 886 ; true 
form and probable etymo][pgy of word, 
336-7; W 9 ; 35 r. 

Kesmaooran (Mekr&n), 82; II. 884 ; is 
Kij^Makrdn, 335 ; 336, 337, 339, 359. 
Kftlif (Galif of the Saracens, or of Baudas) 
of Baghdad (•.«. Mosta’sim Billah), 60 ; 
taken by Hulaku (Aldu) and starred to 
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death, 61 . Hov a formei; — laid a plot 
againat the Christ ians, 66, segq. ; its inira> 
culous defeat ; he becomes secretly a Ohris- 
tian, 69 . 

KhdlUy the word, U. 374. 

Khan Badshah of Khotan, 1 74. 

Ehanlte, IL 156. 

Khanikoff’s Notes oa Polo, 49, 55, 97, 98, 99, 
100, 113, J14,, ir6, 130, 141. 

Khan-oolla; yte of Tomb of ^inghia, 218. 
Khansa, Khanzai (Kinsay, q. v.), II. 156, 169. 
Ehazars, II. 423. 

Khato Tribe, II. 83. 

Khitun-gol (Lady’s River, i.e. Hoang-ho), 
2r6. 

Khinsa, Khingsai, Khinzai (Einaay, q. v.), 
II. 106, 137, 169. * 

Khitan, Khitai, xlii. 

Dynasty of Liao, 206. 

- Character, 28. 

Khmer (Komar, Kamboja), II. 222, 318. 
Khorasan, 36, 120, 141 ; II. 398, 406. 
Khormuzda, the Supreme Deity of the Tar* 
tars, 225. 

Khotan (Cotan) ; described^ 78 , 1 74 ; Routes 
between — and Chida, 1 76 ; Buried Cities 
of, ib, (and II. 475) ; Jade of, > 1 77 ; 179; 
181. 

Khumbavati (Caiqbay), 11 . 333. 

Khumd&n, II. 16. 

Kiaomdo, II. 42. 

Kiaking, Emperor, II. 105. * 

Kiang, the Great (Kian and Eian-suy, and 
in its highest coift-se Brius^ 11 . 25 ; 

41; 93; iii; 117; 132 ; its vasfii^and 
numerous craft, 133 ; 134; steamers on, 
136; its former debouchure to the south, 
1 56, see also Kinsha, 

Kiangohcs, IL 1 1 8 ; Limits of, 1 74 ; 178; 1 84. 
Kiang>fiung, Xieng-Hung, II. 82, 91, 92, 93. 
kiangla, il. 30. 

Kiang-mai (Zimm^ Xieng*inai), li. 8r, qr, 
* 221; 

Kiangt^n, 11 . 178. 
kiang^, II..|;7^« 

Kiang^eu, II. 69, 74, 77 - 
Kiang-t'ung, 11 . 80. 

Kiaochi, Ls. Tungking; Cheese etym. of, II. 

82 ; .91. ' . ^ 

Kiayu-knan, 17 7. 

Kien-chau, Ilf 184. 

Kien«kw^ %b, - 

Kianlung, Emperor, 11 . 4, 154. 

Kienning-fh (KeUnlU)^ II. 178. . * 

Kij-Makr&n, see Kefimacoran. 

Kilimanohi R., II. 357. t*'. 


Kin (or Golden) Dynasty in Northern China, 
zlii; 2*05 ; 259; their Paper^^oney, 381 ; 
IJ. 10, 15; 130. • 

Kineha (Gh. name f(fr Kipchaks), II. T41. 
Kinchi or * Gold-Teeth,’ see ZardUuidan. . 
King 6f the Abralaman, IL 299. . 

King of Fiance, Kublai’s messages to, 32 . 

of Bngland, do^i'fr. ; Intercourse 'with 

Mongol Princes, 35f IL 409. 

— of Spain, do., jfr. 

Kings, Subordinate, or Viceroys, in China, 
322 , 323 ; IL 14 , 17 ; 39 , 46 ; 160 , 156. 

— of Maabar, the Five Brother, IL 267 , 
269, 273^291, 806 , 806 ; their mother’s 
efforts to chdhk their broils, 306 ; 269 
seqq,-, 273; 3*0- 
King, Rev. G. W., 329. 

Kingssd, IL 152, see S^insay. 

Kingsmill, Mr. T. W., IT. *117, T45, 165, 176. 
Kinhwa-fu, IL 1 78. 

Kinsay {ICingss^ or * Capital,’ Khansd, Khin- 
sd, Khingsai, Khanzai, Gansay, (MdpsayX 
i.e» the city now called Hangchau-fu, xliii ; 
IL 108 ; its surrender to Bayan, •S 1 13; 
extreme public security, 109 ; in; 117; 
alleged meaqfng of the name, 148 , 144, 
146 ; Description of, 146 8eqq,\ Bridges, 
146 ; Guilds and weakthy craftsmen, their 
dainty wives ; the Lake, its Islands and 
Garden - Houses, 147 ; Stone - Towers ; 
People, their clothing and food; Guards 
and Police-regulations, 148 ; Fires ; Alarm- 
Towers, 149 ; Revenues; Pavements; Public 
Baths; the Port of Ganfu; the Province 
of — , and oilier Provinces of Manzi, 160 ; 
Garrisons ; Horoscopes ; Funeral Rites, 161 ; 
Palace of the expelled King ; vast Census, 
162 ; Church ; House Registers ; Hostel Re- 
gulations. Notes: Name, 132; Circuit of 
the City, 153; Bridges; Lake Sihu, 154; 
profusion of silks, 155; Charities; Pave- 
ments ; Baths ; the Estuary and Sea-port, 
156; Provinces of S. China ; Garrisons, 157; 
Funeral customs; Nestorian church ; Cen- 
sus tickets. ** Further Particulars, 168 
8eqq»\ Canals; Market-places and Markets, 
169 ; fruits and fish ; shops, 160 ; Women 
of the Town ; City Courts ; immense daily 
consumption, 161 ; character of People; 
behaviour to Women, and to foreigners ; 
dislike to Soldiers, 162 ; Pleasures on the 
Lake, and in carriage excursions, 168 ; 
Palace of the King ; his effeminate diver- 
sions, 164 ; ruined state, 166 .. Notes: 
These additions from ^R^usii^ » Tides ; 
Plan of Hangchau, x66 ; public carriagea^ 
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167. Notices of Kinsay by other vrriters: 
Odoric, 1 68 ; Archbp. of Soltania ; ^arig- 
anolli; Wassaf, 169; Nuzhat-^ul-NiM ; Mu- 
sdia's-tU-Absdr ; Ibn Batmta; Martini, 170 ; 

200 , 209 . 

Kinsay, Reyenue of, 149 , 160 ; DeHtils, 

171 - 174 ; 187. 

>, Provinoe of, 16a 176» 176, 179, 182, 

* 187. a 

Kinsha Kiang (Upper Br. of Great Kiang; 

BriU8),25, 31, 37 . 38,41,43- 

Kinshan, see * Golden Island' 

King'te-ching Porcelain Manufacture, II. 19K 
Kinto or Hintn, general against Japan, II. 

205. • * 

Kipchak (Ponent, q. V.) ; Events in, related 
by Polo, liv, and IL 421 seqq . ; People of, 
422 ; Eztent of Empire, 423. ^ 

Kirghiz, 272. 

Kiria, 177, 179. 

Kis, Kish, or Kais (Kifli, Kiahi), an Island 
imfon ««Gulf, 60 ; story of the ^ity, 61 ; 
7^82; II. 276 , 284, 285, 806 ; 884 . 
Kishiky Kishikaiiy KizikyN^shikchiy see Keshi- 
oau. % 

Kishm (Casem), 143; 146 ;^ its position, 
147; 164. 

Kishm or Brakht, an If^land in the Pers. Gulf, 
108. 

Kistna K., II. 297. 

Kiuchau, II. 177, 178. 

Kiulong, II. 20. 

Kiulan (Quilon, Coilum, q. v.). * 

Kneelij^ oxen, 92 , 94. 

Koh-Banan (Gobinan), 117 , isB. 

Kokan Beg of Kunduz, 154. 

Kokcha R., 147, 153. 

Kok- TasA or * Green Stone * of Samarkand, 172. 
Kolastri or Kolatiri Rajas, II. 322. 

Kollam, see Coilum. 

Kolkhoi of Ptolemy identified, II. 309. 
Koloman, see Coloman. 

Kolyma, Bii*d-hunting at, 239. 

K^fuusovy II. 326. 

Komar, II. 222, 318. 

Ko/idpia &Kpoyy II. 318. 

Konkan, II. 302, 326, 331; and Konkan- 
Tana, 335. 

Noranoy The epithet, on Indo-Scythic coins, 

Komish or J$io-£oto, 349. 

Kosakio, a general against Japan, II. 205. 
Kosseir, 11 . 374. 

Kotlogh or Kutlugh, Sultan of Kerman, 87. 

Shah, y, ii4f« 

Kotrobah, Island of, II. 343; 


Kublai (Oublay) Kaan, the Great Khan, 
xli, xliii, xlvi ; his reception of Marco, xlix ; 
Papal Missions to, cxli ; hb Envoys fall in 
with the Two Elder Polos, 10 ; hb reception 
of these, 11 ; sends them back as Envoys to 
the Pope, 12 ; gives them a Golden Tablet, 
14 ; hb death announced, 36; hb great- 
ness and power, 217 , 268 ; , 269 ; hb 
greatness, 296 ; foretold by CShinghiz, 
293 ; his linet^ and accession^ 294 ^ 295 ; 
Age; hears of Dayan’s Plot, 296 ; previous 
Campaigns, 296; marches against Nayan, 
298-7 ; surprises him, 298-9 ; defeats and 
captures him, 802 ; puts him to death, 
806 ; rebukes gibes against the Chrbtians, 
807 ; returns to Cambaluc, 809 ; goes no 
more to the wars, 3 ltl ; treats Four Reli- 
gions with equal respect, 310; views ex- 
pressed by him regarding Christianity, and 
his desire for learned missionaries, 311;- 
Religion a matter of policy with him. 111- 
12; rewards his Captains, 812 - 18 ; per- 
sonal appearance, 818 ; Wives, ib. and 320 ; 
selection of Damsels for his service, 818 , 
3 20 ; his Sons, 8fl ; full list of them, 323 ; 
builds Cambaluc, 881 ; his Body-guard, 
886 ; the order of his Feasts, 888 ; celebra- 
tion of his Birth-day, 348 ; adopts Chinese 
Ancestor-Worship, 348 ; his distribution of 
Robes, 848, 849 ; his New-Year Feast, 846 ; 
his Elephants, ib, ; his Hunting Establish- 
ments, 38 S, 886 ; how he goes on a Hunt- 
ing expedition, 357 ; distribution of his 
time through the yeai^ 866 ; influence of 
AhmatE.Over him, 870 ; his condemnation 
of Ahmad after the latter’s death, 874 ; 
his severities towards the Mahomedans, 
ib, and 377; Chinese view of Kublai’s 
Administration, 375 ; his Mint and Paper- 
Money, 378 eegq, ; his purchases of valu- 
ables, 880 ; his twelve Barons who admi- 
nister, 886 ; his Posts and Runners, 888 ; 
his remissions of Taxation, 898 ; his Jus- 
tice, 394; Stores Com to issue in dearth, 
396 ; charity to the Poor, 897 ; provides 
for numerous astrologers, 899 ; his gaol- 
deliveries and prohibition of gambling,- 
406 1 his Early Campaign in Yunnan, II. 
29 , 48 ; his dealings with Baytm, ill ; hb 
satisfaction with the Mangonels made by 
the Polos for the capture oPSiangyang, 
120 ; 129; 189 ; 146 ; 147 ; 149 ; 160 ; 
his revenues from Kinsay, 171 aeqq , ; from 
Zd^ton and its Province, 186 , 187 ; his 
Expedition against Chipangu (Japan), 200 
seqq , ; 204 ; qend^a Force against Chamb^ 
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. 913 , 314; could not get Java, 217 ; his 
disaiitrous attempt, 318; his death stops 
proceedings, «6.; people of Sumatra call 
. themselyes his subjects, 237 , 285 , 286 , 
3 } 9 , 961 , 969 ; he sends to buy the 
Great Ceylon Ruby, 956 , 256; sends to 
Ceylon for reliques of ^kya, 259 , 264, 

; testides to miraculous powers of Sa- 
kya’s Dish, 260 ; his communications with 
Kaulam, 2-14; his missioi|p to Madagascar, 
867 ; Eaidu’s differences and frequent wars 
with him, 887 , 888 seqq . ; his wrath against 
Eaidu, 898 . 

Ruchd, character of People of, 190. 

Kukdchin, see Gooadhin. 

Kdkin-Tlna, II. 331. 

Kukju, son of Eublaf, 323. 

Kuku-Khotan, 232. 

Kiilab Salt Mines, 146 ; 152. 

Jfuldn or Aaintts Onager^ 85. 

Kulasaikera, II. 271. 

Edmajar, II. 422. 

Knmdr, see J^wnar, 

Kumhari, Enmari, II. 318, 326. 

Jl^unUz (Xemlz), the Tartar beverage, 1 ^ 4 , 
226-237 ; sprinkling of, 373; 341. 
Kunduz, 146; -Baghldn, 82. 

^undux (Beaver or Sable), 364. 

Kungurd^ Kunkurats (XJngrat), a Mongol 
Tribe, 95, 320. 

Kuniya (Iconium, Conia), 44 ^ 48. 

Kiinbdm Monastery, 383. 

Kunlun (Pulo Condore), II. 220. 

Kurdistan, see Gimls. 

Kuria Muria Islands, II. 339. * 

Kuridai, son of Kublai, 323. 

Jfwrkah or Great Drum, 304, 305. 

Kurmishi, II. 405. 

Kurshids of Ldristan, 80. 
furdf, Tartar curd, 326, 229 , 232. 

Kus QT Cos (in Egypt), II. 374. 

Kutap, son of Okkodai, 11. 19. 

Kutttktemur, son of Kublai, 323. 

Kutulnn, Princess, II. 396. 

Kuwinji, see Kawichi. 

Kwac|iau (in Kansuh), 187. 

*— (Gai^u), at mouth of G. Canal or the 
. Tahgtse Kiang, II. 106, 137. 

Kwansin-fu, II. 177, 178, 191. 

Ewawa, t.e. Java, Chin. etym. of, II. 82. 
^weichau (6uiyu) and Ewangsi, II. 86 ; 88 ; 

90,92,93. 

Kweilei R, 308. 

Kweiyang-fu, II. 90, 92. ^ 

Kyahing, II. ,14$. 

I^ychau, II. 15. ^ 


L. 

o 

lAo (WaUachia), H. 41B, 430, 421. 

Ladies of Einsay, 11. 166. 

Ladhfs' dresses in' Badakhshan, 151, 155. 
Lagong, IL 32 r. 

Lahore, 100 ; II. 360^ 

Lahsa, 11. 285 . 9 ** 

Lake ; of Palace at Gambaluo, 826, 328 . 

f l^anchan, II. 17. 

— — of Yunnan-fu, II. 40 , 42. 

-c — of Gaindu, II. 84^ 42 * 

of Talifu, 11 . 48. 

of sinsay (Sihu), II. 146, 158, T 54 , 

156; Boats and pleasure parties on, 162 ; 
165; 167; 169; 170. 

I.aknaoti, JI. 360. 

I.amas of Tibetan Buddhism ; their supersti- 
tions and rites, 187, 272 ; 198, 200; their 
magic, 278; Married — , 283; Red—, see 
ifed, see also Bacsi. 

I.amajin Tribe, 11 . 38. 

Lambri, Km. of, (in Sumatra, also Lamuri, 
Lamori, &c.), I^ 338, 241; its position, 
*«•, 34 J, 34 ^ ; 248, J49. 

Lanoes of Sago-palm, II. 247 . 

Lanchang, 11 . 221. ^ 

Langdanna, 160. 

Langting-Balghasun, 269. 

Language of Polo’s Book, Oi’iginal, cvii sefq. 
I..angaages used in Mongol court and admi- 
nistration, 27 , 28. 

Lanja-Balus, 11 . 250. 

Lanka (Ceylon), II. 260. 

Lanner Falcons, 150 ; 201 ; II. 82. 
Lao-Kiun, or Lao-Tseu, the Philosopher, 286, 
389, 290. 

Laos, 11 . 81, 83 , 83, 91 ; 23 r, see Shan. 

Lar, Province ol^ II. 297, 298; apparent 
confusion about, 302 ; 336. 

Desa, II. 302. 

Larihe, ib. 

Laspnr Mountains, 156, 

Latin Versions of Polo’s Book, zci; cvii,cxvi, 
czz, czxi, cxzvii, and see JPipino. 

Latins, the term, 10, 81. 

Laurato, P., Picture by, Ixv. 

LaurtM Camphora^ II. 187. 

Lawek, II. 221, 222. 

Laxities of marriage customs, sS Jfarrfage. 
Layard, Mr., 80. 

Layas, see Agas. 

Leather, Fine and embroidered, exported 
from Guzerat, II. 828 , 330: from Tana, 

880 ; 888. 
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Iieaves ; used for plates, II. 891 ; Green — , 
said to have a soul, ib, • 

^ Blunt or Le Blond, Gasses, Ixzzvi. 
Lembeser, Ismaelite fortress, 139. * 

Lenzin, II. 103. 

Leon II, K. of Little Armenia, 44. « 

— VI, last ditto, 42. 

Leopards, II. 818 , 846 , 864 . 

, Hunting (or Ch^tas)^ 968 , 868. 

Levant ; term applied by Polo to the Km. 
of the Mongol Khans of Persia, 4 , 8 ; 80 , 
34 , 44 , 46 , 60 ; 79 ; 188 ; 142 ; 11 . 82 , 812 , 
896 , 896 , 408 , 421 , 424 . 

Leung Shan, 216. 

Levy at Venice, Method of, l^v. * 

Lewchew, II. 327. 

Leyes, see Ayas. 

Lhasa ; Monasteries at, 283 ; 11 . 4^9 44 - 
Zt, the Chinese Measure, 11 . 41 ; supposed to 
be confounded wit*b Miles, 153, 154, 165. 
Liampoo (Ningpo), 11 . 18 J, 188. 

Liangc^<^9«fu, 243, 247. 

Lijft Dynasty, xlii; 206, 253. 

Liaotong, 298, 308. 

A/iRavor, 11. 331. ^ 

Zibro <f OrOy xlv. 

Lid^ II. 248. • ^ 

Lieuli-ho, 11 . 3. 

Lign-aloes; 11 . 18 tf; 209 ; 213 , 215 ; from 
Lawak, 221 ; in Sumatra, 226 , 229; 3x8. 
Ligor, II. 222. 

Ligurium, Stone called, 354. 

Zihamankvoas of Abyssinian Kings, II. 184. 
Likiang-fu, II. 38, 42, 43, 56. 

Lime used for offence at Sea, ^ri. 

Zimyrica, II. 342. 

Linching-hien, II. 103. 

Lindsay, Hon. R., II. 30, 44. 

Zinga, 11 . 305. 

Llnju, II. 102 , 103. 

Lin-ngan, II. 84, 92. 

Linthsingchau, II. 10 r, 106. 

Lion taught to do obeisance to the Eaan, 

860 , 352. 

Lions; on the Ozus, 142 , T44; II. 846 ; 

864 ; Chinese notion of, I. 354. 

■ - — (apparently for Tijers in following pas- 
‘sages); trained to hunt, 868 , 354; 860 ; 
11 . 24 ; 27 ; how hunted with dogs, 88 ; 
170 ; 176 , 179,180 ; 818 , 821 . 

Black, II. 813 , 317 ; 866. 

Lion and Sun, 314. 

Lion’s Head Tablets, 88, 818 , 317. 

ZirCy various Venetian, zciz, II. 472. 

of Gold, ci. See LivreB. 

Lismore, Bffok of, dzviii. 


Lisu or Lisau Tribe, II. 38, 56. 

Litan, Bebellion of, 276 ; II. 98, 99 ^ 100 . 
Lithang, IL 30, 36, 41 , 42 . 

Little Orphan Rock, 11 . 136. 

Zivre dea MerceilleSy csliv. 

Livres Toumois, 79, 82 . 

of Gold, II. 877. 

Zoy Tribes of S. W. China so called, IL 86, 

92 , 221 . 

; Chin. Name of part of Siam, 11 . 220, 

Ml. » * 

Lob, see Lop. 

Locac, Em. oi; 11 . 219 , 220, 222, 228 , 224. 
Lockhart, Dr. W., 330, 334, 388; II. 4, 16, 
50, 86. 

Zohohy II. 220, 22 T, 222. 

Lolo Tribes, II. 38, 86, 92. 

Longevity of Brahmans and Jogis, II. 
800, 801. 

Lop, City (and Lake) of, 176 , 177, 179 , 180 , 
181. 

Desert of, 179, 180, 189, 191, 202. 

Lophaburi, IL 221, 222. 

Loping, IL 92, 93. 

Lor (Luristan), a Km. of Persia, 79 , 80. 
Loredano, Agnes, bv. 

— perhaps the name of Polo’s wife Donata, 

zcvii, cv. 

LoupS’Oerviers, 354* ^ 

Louto, II. 221 . 

Low Castes, II. 286. 

Lowatong R., II. 92. 

Loyang, Bridge of, II. 189. 

Luang Prabang, II. 221., 

Lubdiiy II. 331 ; — Jdwiy II. 228 . 

Lubbies, 11 . 307. 

Lucky and Unlucky Hours and Days, 
800, J03. 

Ludder Deo, IL 297. 

Lukyu-Kao (Pulisanghin), II. 3. 

Liirist&n (Lor), 80; Great and Little, ib,; 

81 ; character of Liirs, or people of, 80^ 81. 
LUt, Desert of, 116. 

Lutseu Tribe, II. 38. 

Lynxes trained to hunt, 868 , 354 . 


M. 

Ma’bar (Maabar, •*. e, Coromandel Coast), a 
Great Province of India, II.dS66, its Five 
Brother Kings, 267 , 291 , 806 ; Pearl Fish*> 
ery, 267 , 271, 274; Etym. of Name, 268; 
limits of, tb.y 269; obscurity of history, 
270-271 ; Port of, visited by Marco Polo, 
27 r, 31O; Nakedness of People, 274 ; the 
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King, STS; his Jewels; his many wi^es, 
ST6; his Trusty IJeges; great Treasure; 
Importation of Horses; superstitious cus* 
toms, 2 TT; Ox-Worship; The Govis, 278 ; 
no horses, bred ; other customs ; singular 
mode of arrest for debt, 279 ; great heat, 
281 ^ regard tor Omens ; Astrology ; treat- 
ment of boys ; Birds of the country, 281 ; 
girls consecrated to idols; customs in 
sleeping, 282 , 385 ; 387 ; 290 ; 205 ; 298 ; 
80 S; SlSf; }j6; 337 ; sh»i»o^ 846 ; 359; 
360; SOI. 

Maatum or Nubia, II. 365. 

M&chin, Mahachin (t. e. Great China), used 
often by Persian writers as synon. with 
Manzi, q.v. 73; II. 31 ; 109; 138. 

Machin, City of (•*. «.iCanton), II. 137. 

Afaclagan, Col. Robert, K.E., 99, 147. 

Madagascar (Madeigascar) ; described, 11 . 
885 seqi , ; confused with Magadoxo, 347. 

Madai, Madavi, Maudoy, 11 . 323. 

Madjgaria, II. 433. 

Madra, 98. 

Madnis, II. 393, 394. 

Madura, II. 370, 271, 372. 

Maestro (or Great Bear),* said to be iuvii»i- j 
ble in Sumatra, II. 235 ; explanation of, 
340. 

Magidoxo, conftised with Madagascar, II. 347. 

Magadha, II. 393. 

Magellanic Cloud, as drawn by Marco Polo, 
cxliii. 

Magi ; Tomb of the, 78 ; Legend of the, 74 
SS99. ; as told by Mas'udi,' 77; source of 
fancies about, 78 ; Names as&igned to, 78. 

Magic; of Udyana, 156; Lamaitic, 398, 
see Sorcerers. 

Magnet Mountain, U. 351. 

Magyars, ll^ ^22. 

Meh^ Amltdc, King of Abyssinia, II. 3 70. 

< Maha^n, IL 360. 

^J^hi&ud; Pripce of Hormuz, 1 13. 

Ghazni, n. 134 * 



Mshs^qdiah iCTanal, II. 374. 

Mah^ed (M^hommet) ; his account of 
,. 0(4 fmd Magog,, 53; his Paradise^ 132; 

his^leged prophecy of the Mongols, 333 ; 
, his 'use of oiwgoitels, 'II. 125. 

Supposed Worship^^of (dols'of, 1 74. 


IL uses the old Engines of War, IL 124, 
;i 38. a 

Tughlak of DelM; his itSopper Token 


:C,arrettcy, 384 ; IL 38"4. 
^^Sh^HofMalao^,IL'^i5V ' « 

.M^enuadah; Re;!^tdn Chii^II. 17,43;.'-^ 
epuT^joh bf,Malacci^;3353 of States in 


Sumatra, 227 , 230, 231, 333, 137, 338, 
343, 0345 1 — butchers in Kashmir, 169 , 
and Maahar, 11 . 278 ; — settlement gt 
^ayal, 309 ; — grants to Hindu Temples, 
310; — settlements on Abyssinian Coast, 
3 ^ 9 - 

Mahomedans (Saraoend); in Turcomania, 
43 ; in Aaasttl, 57 ; their universal hatred to 
Christians, 65, 69 ^ 11 . 862 , 878 ; in Tauri^, 

I . 70 ; in Persia, 79 ; their hypocrisy about 
wine, 80 ; at Yezd, 84 ; at Hormuz, 108 ; 
at Cobinan, 117 ; in Tonocain, 180 ; at 

^ Sapurgan, 140 ; at Taican, 145 , 146 ; in 
Badakhshan, 149 ; in Wakhan, &c., 162 ; 
in Kashghat, 169 ; in Samarkand, and 
their strife with the Christians about a 
hue stone, 170 ; in Yarkand aqd Khotaii', 
173 ; in Pein, 175 ; in Charchan, 175 ; in 
Lop, 180 ; in Tangut, 184 ; in Chingin- 
talas, 191 ; in Kanchau, 198 ; 830 ; in 
Erguiul, 241 ; in Sinju, ih. ; in Tenduc, 
and their half-bred progeny, on N. 

Frontier of China, alleged origin of, 25 5 ; 
their gibes at Christians, 807 ; 867 ; 372 ; 
Kublafs dislike^ to, 874 , 377; in Yunnan, 

II . 89 , 40, 43 ; in Champa, 214; Troops in 
^ Ceylon, 264 ; Pilgrims to Adam’s Peak, 

259 ; honour St. Thomas, 290 ; 328 ; in 
Eesmacoran, 886 ; in Madagascar, 845 ; in 
Abyssinia, 861 ; and Aden, %b. and 373 ; 
outrage by, and punishment from K. of 
Abyssinia, 868 seqq, ; at Esher, 877 ; Du- 
~ faiy 379 ; at Calatu, 881 ; at Hormuz, 388 . 

Ahmad Sultan is one, 899 ; 480 . 

Mailapur (sbyne of St. Thomas), IL 292, 
294. 

Maitreya Buddha, II. 366. 

Majapahit, Empire of (Java), II. 218. 

Majar (Meujar), II. 422 ; doubts abetut the 
name, 16. ; cities so called, ih. 

Major, R. H., on Australia, 11 . 223. 
Makdashau, see Magadoxo, - 
Malabar (Melibar, Malibar, Manibar), II. 
824 , 336 ; Products and imports, 825 , 326 ; 
Pirates of, ib, ; extent, 326; Chinese ships 
in, 321, 335, 337, 329, 336, 337; 359; 
Princes in, 360. 

Malacca; Gold in, H. 222; 224; Chronology 
of, discussed, 225 ; 327; 376. 

, Straits of, IL 223. 

Malaiur, Island and City, II. 288 , 224 ; the 
name, 226. 

Malapaga, » Prison at Genoa, Ixxiz. • 
Malasgird, 138. 

Malay; Peninsula, II. 320; — Chronicle, 
223 , 235, 230, .231,^ 245 ; 'invasion of 
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Ofylon, 255 ; — origin of many geogra- 
phical names in use, 25$. 0 

Malayo, or Tana Malay u, 11 . 224. 
ftalcolm, Sir John, II. 288. 0 

Maldive Islands, their number, II. 358. 

Male (in Burma), II. 76, 77. 

Male and Female Islaiids, II. 381 ^; de- 
scribed, 887 segq . ; the Legend 9 ridely dif- 
, fused, 338 wgg.; 34 ^; 350- 
Malifattan, 11 . 269. ^ 

Malik al Dhahir, K. of Samudra, II. 231, 
237. 

Salih, do. II. 232, 237, 238. 

— — Mansiir, II. 232, 237. * 

Eafur, II. 270. a 

Malpiero, Gasparo, xxxvi. 

Malwa, II. 360. 

Mamaseni, 81. 

Mamre, The Tree of, 123, 124, 128, 129. 
See II. 397. 

Man, Col. Henry, II. 250, 252. 

Min (Barbarians), II. 181. 

Manco^,^I. 243, 248. 

Mandald (in Burma), II. 265. 

Mangali^ son of Kublai, lii ; 323 ; II. 14 , 
17 - 

ore, II. 321. > 

Mangi, see Manzi. 

Mangla and Nebila, Mands, II. 339. 
Mangonels; on board Galleys, Ixvi; made 
by Polos for attack of Saianfu, II. 120 , 
121; 122; etym. of, 125; 142, see JftVi- 
tarff Engines, , 

Mangu Kaan (MitngH, Mongu), elder 
Brother of Kublai, xli, xlii ; 58 ; 138 ; 189 ; 
204, 205 ; his death, 216 ; feign, and mas- 
sacre at his funeral, 217 , 219; 311; II. 
19; 26 , 19. 

Temur (Uungultemur), II. 421 , 433, 

426 , 4J7. 

Itm^anik, II. H5, 130; — Knmglia, 130, 
13 1 ; Western, 131, see Mangonels. 
Manjarur, II. 321, 376. 

Manjusbri, Bodhisatva, II. 2ZO. 

Manphul, Pandit, 146, 147, 148, 15 1, 153, 164. 
Mantseu Tribe, 11 . 38. 

Mantzu or Mantzd, II. to6. 

ManuflEUjtiires, The Eaan’s, 898 . 
Manuscripts of Polo's Book, cvii segg., cxy 
seqq, 

— of different works, Comparatire Num- 
bers of, cxl. 

Manzi (or Mangi), a name applied totihina 
south of the Hoang-ho, held by\he natiye 
Sung Dynasty till 1276, xxxv; II, 4 ; 
White Q’ty of the — - Frontier, 19 , 21, 22 ; 


81 ; II. 101 , 102 , 108 ; entrance to, 104 ; 
the name, 106; Conquest of, 107 segg.; 
116 , 119 , 129 ; Character of the People of, 
148 , 161 ; divided into Nine Kingdoms,' 
160 ; its 1 200 cities, and its garrisons, ib, ; 
171 , 172 ; no sheep in, 176 ; 180 , 188 , 186 , 
187 ; written character and dialects, 186 ; 
called Chin, 209 , 211 ; 217 ; Ships and 
Merchants of, in India, 812 , 881 , 886, 327; 
859 ; 887 . 

Manzi, The Kfng of, styled Fffeftir, II. 107 , 
1 13 ; flees from his capital, 108 , T13 ; his 
effeminacy and his charity, 107 , 109 ; dies 
among the Isles, 110 ; his Palace at Kin- 
say, 161 , 168- 1 65 ; his effeminate habits, 
164 . 

, The Queen of., II. 108 ; surrenders, 

109 ; 113; her official report on the City 
of Kinsay, 145 . 

— — , Princess of, sent with the Polos to 
Persia, I. 84 , 36. 

Map ; Data for one in Polo's Book, and con- 
struction from them, cxxxiv; alleged — 
from an original by Polo, ib. ; — of Marino 
Sanuto, cliii; Medicean, ib.] Catal.nn, 
and see s. v. ; Fra Macro’s, cliv, and see 
s. V. ; Ruysch’s, civ ; Mercator’s, &c., clvi ; 
Sanson’s, &c., ib. ; Hereford, 127. See also 
Andrea. -1 

Maps ; allusions to, in Polo’s Book, II. 192 ; 
258 , 254; 856 . 

Mapillas or^Moplas, II. 307, 315. 

Mar Sarghis, II. 118, 139 , 140. 

Mara Silu, II. 237. 

Marabia, Marsvia, Maravi, 11 . 322, 323. 

Maramangalum, site of Kolkhoi^ II. 309. 

Maratha, II. 360. 

Mardin (Merdin), 57 , 59. 

Mare’s Milk, Sprinkling of, 866. 

Marignolli, John, II. 141, 168; 199; 261. . 

Markets in Kinsay, II. 159. 

Mvket-days, 146 ; II. 70 , 71. 

— ^ Squares at Kinsay, II. 168, 166 , 169 . 

Marks of Silver, 79 ; II. 889; 47 r. 

Marriage Customs ; in Tangut, 198 , 848 ; 
of 19 ^e Tartars, 820 , 222 ; in Chamba, U. 
818 ; in India, 813 , 317. 

— of deceased couples, 884 , 235. 

-« — Laxities of different peoples’, 175 ,. 1 78 ; 
489 , 191; 11 . 27 , 30; 131 ; 04 , 36, 36; 
40 , 45 - 

Marsden’s Ed. of Polo, cxxii ; 54, and passim. 

Martini ; his Atlas, clvi ; his account of 
Qangchau (Kinsay), H- Z70, and pahim. 

Martyrs, Franciscan,. 11 . 3314: 

82 lit i69» . 
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Mashhad, 147. 

Maskat, 11 . 382, 38> 

MAatUTDogs; XAepera of the, S 56 , 357. 
9— of Tibet, see J>og 8 , 

Mastodon, Bogged, 11. 233^ 

Ma 4 heu^ the term, II. 101. 

Mati Dwaja, II. 29-30. 

Matitaiiana, II. 348. 

Matityna (Martinique), II. 339. 

Maundevile more popular than Polo in Middle 
Ages, cxl. * a 

lAaiiBul, Em. of, 57 . 

* MAuyenu,* the phrase, II. i r, 404. 
MeocAino Ginger, II. 316. 

Mediceo, Portulano, cliii. 

Mekong R., 11 . 91. 

Mekr&n, often reckon^ part of India, II. 335, 
J 36 ; 339 - 
Mekrfinis, 100. 

MeUbar, IL^SM, 336, 337, see Malabar, 
Mello, the title, II. 881 , 882 , 383 ; ^ 01 . 
MelonB, Dried[, 140 , 142. 

Meloria, Battle of, Ixxxiv. 

Menangkaban, II. 229, 244. 

Menezes, Duarte, II. 294. 

Mengki, general against Java, II. 2r8. 
Menjar (Majar), II. 421 ,. 422. 

Menuvair and Grosvair, II. 414. 

Herghuz Boiruk Khan, II. 10. 

Merkit, Mecrit, Mesmipt, a Tartar Tribe, 
J07 j m, 138. 

Meshed, 141. ^ 

Messengers, Royal Mongol, 35. 

Miautse, 11 . 50. 

Mien (Burma); The King o^ 11 . 68; his 
battle with Tartars, 63 5^9.; the name, 
63-64 ; Different Wars with Chinese, 70 ; 
72 ; City of — ,* 72 ; its Gold and Silver 
Towers, 78 , 77; how it was conquered, 
78 . Communications and Wars with Mon- 
gols, 743099.; Chinese Notices, 77; 91. 
Mien, in Shensi, IL 20, 2 t. 

Military Engines of the Middle Ages, Disserta- 
tion on, 121 seqq.\ Two classes, 122; T/a- 
iittae or Crossbows; Trehucliets or great 
slings, described ; Shot used, 124; carrion 
and other things projected; live men; 
bags of gold ; varieties of construction ; 
the Mangonel; etymology and derivatives, 
1 25 ; the Emperor Napoleon’s Experiments ; 
vast weigh|f occasionally shot ; great bulk 
of the engines, 126; great numbers used ; 
heavy discharges maintained, 227; accu- 
.racy of shooting; growing importancg of 
such artillery; notable paej^ge on range 
from Sanutb, I28; -Iate continuance of 


these mechanicar engines; Effect on^ the 
Saracens as described in a romance, 128. 
Account of Knblai’s procuring engines tg 
attack Siangyang^ from Chinese and Persian 
> histories, 1 29-1 30; not true that the Mon* 
goljg then knew them for the first time, 

1 30 ; former examples ;i the engine Karor 
bughay oV Cahhra^ probable truth as to 
the novelty used afi Siangyang, 131 ; pasi, 
sage from Chinese history, 

Milk, Portable, or Curd, iM, 232. 

i Kite of sprinkling Mare’s, 265. 

^ Million,* Use of the numeral, xcv, and see 

'n. 171 , t7j. 

Millione, Milio^i, applied as a nickname to 
Polo, xxxvii ; Ixxxii ; various explana- 
tions, xciv; real one, xcv; employment, 
in a State Record, t6., and II. 439 ; personi- 
fied in Venice Masques, xcv ; cxxxix ; 
cxlii; II. 173. 

Millione, Corte del, Iv, 3099. 

Min R. (in Ssechuen), II. 25. 

(in Fokien), II. 181, 188 , 1S4. 

Minao, 105. 

I Minever, see Menuvair. 

I Mines and Mineral^ see Iron, Ofidaniquey Sil^ 

^ very HuhieSy cOoldy Azurcy Aehedmy Tur- 
quoiacy DiamondSy Jaeper. 

Ming ; The Chinese Dyn^ty which ousted the 
Mongols, A.n. 1368 ; their changes in Pe- 
king, 333 , 334 , 335 ; their Paper Money, 
3&2; II. 8; their effeminate customs, 10; 
l^Tc 

Mingao, Kaan’s Master of Hounds, 856, 35 7. 
Mingtsing-hien, 11 . 182. 

Minjun, Dialect of, 151. 

Minotto, Professor A. S., xxxvii ; II. 439. 

Mint, The Kaan’s, 378. 

Miracle stories; Respecting Fish in Lent^ 
50, 54-55 ; of the Mountain moved, cxlix, 
65 0099. ; of the Girdles of St. Barsamo, 
72 ; of the Holy Fire, 75 ; of the Stone at 
Samarkand, cxlviii, 170 seqq. ; at St. 
Thomas’s Shrine, II. 260, 292, 293. 

Mfrat, II. 360. 

* Mire,’ the word, 76. 

Mirabolans, II. 323. 

Mis^dl (a weight), 315 ; II. 173, 472. 
Missionary Friars; Powers confeiTed on, 22; 
in China in 14 th cent., clviii. 

Martyrs, 275. 

Modun Khotan, 363. 

Moghistan, 104* 

Mohammerah, 11 . 379. 

Mokli, 11 . 393. 

Molebar {Malabar)y II. 3C0. . ^ 
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Molephatan, 11. 360. 

'Moluccas, II. 210. * 

yombasa, II. 357. 

Momien, II. 37, 72.- • * 

Monasteries of Idolaters (Buddhists), 169 ; 
188 ; 197 ; 252; 267 , 283; II. 184,ai36, 
187 , 138; 168. • 

Money Values, see II. 

Mongol ; Power and l^bdiyision of it, zli, 
zlii; — ^Treachery and Cruelty, 58, II. 142; 
inroads on India, I. 98, 99 ; Fall of the 
— Dynasty, 268, see Tartar. 

Mongotay (Mangkutai), a Mongol officer, JI. 
98 , 100. 

Mongou Kaan, see Manju.^ 

Monjoie (at Acre), Izz. 

Monkeys, II. 287, 228, 818, 364. 

Monks, Idolatrous, 267 , sec Monasteries. 
Monoceros and ^aiden. Legend of, II. 227 , 
234. 

Monophysitisin, 58. 

Monsoo.. ' liii ; 11 . 209 . 

Monte Corvino, John, Archbp. of Cambaluc, 
252; II. 141, 293. 

d’Ely, II. 321-322. 9 

Montgomerie, Major, R.E., on Fire at great 
Altitudes, 16B. * 

Monument at Singan^u, Christian, II. 16, T40. 
Moon, Mns. of the, II. 349, 353. 

Moplas, II. 315. 

Mortagne, Siege of, II. 127. 

Moscow, Tartar Massacre at, II. 423. 
MosoUns, Stuffs and Merchants so^lled^ 
6T, 59. 

Mosos, a Tribe, II. 38, $6. ^ 

Mosta’sim Billah, last Khalif of Baghdad; 
Story of his Death, 61 , 63-64; his ayarice, 
64. 

Mostocotto, 84. 

Mosul, see Mausul. 

Motapall^ see Mutflli. 

Moung Maorong, or Pong, Shan itm. of, 11 . 
48, 77 - 

Mount, Green, in Palace Grounds at Pe- 
king, 826 - 827 , 330. 

St. Thomas's, II. 294. 

Mountain, Old Man of the, cxlri, cl; 
182 seqq. 

■ Miracle of the, 66 seqq. ; 70. 

— — Koad in Shensi, Extraordinary, II. 18. 
Mourning CustoniB; at Hormuz, 108; 

in Tangut,. 186 ; at Kinsay, II. 161 . 

* Muang ’ ; Term applied in Shan Coun- 
tries (Laos and W. Yunnan) to fortified 
towns, as 

Muang-Chi^ II. 40. 


Muang Yong, II. 80, 91, 92. 

— Shung, 11 . 84. 

Mulah\ Chinese form of the next. 

Muldhidah (Mulehet), epithet of Ismaelites, 
18 *. * 33 , > 34 . 

Mulberry Trees, 878 ; IL 7, IS. 

Mul-Jara, IL 285. 

Mttller, Prof. Max, on the Story of Buddha 
and of St. Josafat, IL 263. 

Multan, II. 360.^ '4. 

Miin&l Pheasant, 246 ; desc. by Aelian, A, 
Mungasht, 80. 

Mungul (Mongol), 260. 

Temur and Mongo-Temur (Mangku- 

Temur), II. 421 , 426 . 

Murad Beg, 148, 155. 

Murghab R., IT. 398. * 

Murray, Hugh, IL 165, 167. 

Murus Ussu (Brius, Upper Kiang), IL 41 . 
Mus and Merdin (Mush and Bardin), 67, 
59- 

Musa 'dd. Prince of Hormuz, 113, 114. 
Musk; Marco Polo's I.awsuit regarding, 
xcvii, IL 439 ; Earliest mention of, and use 
in medicine, I. 245. 

Animal; described, 242, 245 ; 826; 

IL 20 , 22 ; 28 ; 36 . 

Muslin, 59; II. 298. 

Mutflli (Motapall^ but put for Teling^ana), 
IL 272; 296 ; story of its diamonds, 295 - 
296 ; identified, 297; 336; 367 . 

MuzOy IL ^2. 

Mynibar, 11 . 359. 

Mysore, II. 302 

N. 

Kac, Naques, a kind of Brocade, 60, 62 , 

250, 259 . 

Nacaires, Ixix, same as next. 

Naccara or Kettle-Drum ; The Great, which 
signals the commencement of Battle, 801 ; 
II. 891 ; account of, I. 303 ; the word in 
European languages, 304. 

Nakedness of Jogis vindicated by them, 
11.801. 

Nakshatra, IL 303. 

Names, Baptismal, Ixzxiv. 

Nan-Chao, Shan I^nasty in Yunnan, II. 43, 

48. • 

Nancouri, IL 249, 250. 

Nandi or Sacred Bull, II. 305. 

Naftghin (Nganking), IL 116, 118. 

Nangiass, Moxi^ol name of Mam if q. v., 11 . 
106. 
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Nankan, Archway in Pass of, with Polyglot 
Inscription, 28, 409. 

Nanking not named by Polo, II. 119. 

Ifamuli (Lambri P), II. 243 . 

Naobanjan, 81. 

Naoshirwan, 5 r. 

Napier of Magdala, Lord, alluded to, II. 1 1 1. 
Naphtha, in the Caucasian Country, 46, 49- 
fire in War, 95. 

Napoleon IF., the Emperor; his Researches 
and Experiments on Medieval Engines of 
War, 11 . 121 8 eqq.j 125 ; 127. 
Narakela-Dyipa, II. 249 * 

Narkandam, Volcanic Island, II. 253. 
Narsinga, K. of, II. 284. 

Narwhal Tusk, the Medieval Unicorn’s 
Horn, II. 234. ^ 

Nasich, a kind of Brocade, 60, 62 ; 250, 
259. 

Nasruddin ‘I^Nescradin), an officer in the 
Mongol sen,dce, 11 . 66, 69, 74, 77. 
Nassiruddin, K. of Delhi, xliii. 

Natigay, a Tartar Idol, 224 , 225; 404 ; II. 
410 . 

Naversa (^Amzaibm')f 55.^ 

Nayan, kinsman of Kublai ; revolts, 296 ; his 
true relation to the Kaan, 298 ; is sur- 
prised by Kublai, 299 ; defeated and taken, 
8il2 ; was a Christian, ib, ; the story as 
given by Gaubil, 305 ; is put to death, 
806 ; his Provinces, 807 , 308. 

Nearchus at Hormuz, 108. 

Nebila and Mangla Islands, II. 339. 

Nechau, II. 1 78. *> 

NecklaceB, Precious, II. 27&, 282. 
Neouveran (Nicobar), II. 248, 249 » 256. 
Negapatam, II. 272. 

— Chinese Pagoda at, t 5 . 

Negroes described, II. 866 . 

Negropont, 17, 18 . 

Neldinnay Nelct/nday II. 321. 

Nellore, II. 268, 269. 

Nemej, Niemicz (“ Dumb ”), applied to Ger- 
mans by Slavs, II. 423. 

Nexghi, Plain o^ II. 429. 

^Neri* for PigSy II. 166. 

Nesoradin (Nasruddin), a Mongol Captain, 
IL 66, 69, 74 » 77 * 

Nemos (a goblin), 183 ; II. 350- 
Nestorian Christians ; at Mosul, 46 , 67 ; 
note on,^'58; at Tauris, 70 ; See of, at 
Kerman, 87; in Kashgar, 169 , 170; at 
Samarkand, 170 , 172; at Yarkand, 178 ; 
in Tangut, 184 ; at Kamul, 19<S; in 
Chingintalas, 190 ; ^t Stikehur, 196 ; at 
Kampichu, 198 ; tltei^l^ difBasion in Asia, 


208; among the Mongols, 214, 219; at 
ErguRil, 241 ; at Sinju, «6.; in Egrigaia, 
247 ; in Tenduc, 250 ; and east of it, 25 K 
fb China, 255 ; Yachi or Yunnanfu, 11 . 
89 , 43 ; at Cacanfu, 96 ; at Yangchau, 117; 
ono in the suite of the Polos, 120 ; Churches 
of, at Chinghianfu, 189 ; Church of, at 
Kinsay, 162 , 157; 292, 293 ; Patriarch of, 
I; 67 , II. 313, 335/ Ml; Metropolitans, h 
170. 172, 186,11^313, 335 , 343. 

Nevergu, Pass of, 106. 

New Year Celebration at Kaan’s Court, 

, 846 . 

Nganking (Nanghin), II. 116, 118, 119, 134 . 

Ngantung,*'II. ^92. 

Nia, in Khotan, 180. 

Nias, Island of, II. 241. 

Nibong Palm, II. 247. 

Nicobar Islands (NecUYoran), II. 248, 249 , 
250 . 

Nicolas ; Friar, of Vicenza, 21 ; Fr. of Pistoia, 
U. 29J. 

, Christian name of Ahmad Sultan, II. 

399. 

Nigudar (Nogod^r, q. v.); Mongol Princes 
of this name, 98 , 96 seqq , ; 155. 

Nigudarian Bdnds, 93 , 96, 1x4, 155, 156. 

Nilapilr, II. 322. 

Nilawar (Nellore), II. 268, 269. 

Nile; Sources of, II. 349; 873 , 374. 

Nileshwaram, II. 321, 322, 323. 

Nimchi Musulnmny 146. 

Niue, an auspicious Number among Tartars, 

‘ 346 , 348 . 

‘Nine Provings,’ II. 156-157. 

Ninghia, 247, 248. 

Ningpo, II, 177, 178, x8l, 188. 

Niriz, 81, 87. 

Nishapiir, 141. 

Noah’s Ark in Armenia, 45, 49 . 

Nobles of Venice, xlv; Polo’s claim to be 
one, 

Nogai Khan, II. 425 ; his intrigues and 
wars, 426 seqq . ; his history, 427 ; wars 
with Toktai, and death, 428. 

Nogodar (Nigudar), King of the Caraonas, 
Story of, 98 , 96. 

Nomade Tribes of Persia, 83. 

Nomogan (Numughan), son of Kublai, 323 ; 
11 . 890 seqq , ; 392. 

*None,’ None, a titld, 162, 164 . 

North, Regions of the Far, II. 410. 

Star, see Pole-star, 

Norway, II. 420. 

Notaries, Validity attaching to acts of, xciv, 
ci; TabeUionato oiy ih. 
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Note-book, Polo’s, II. 153. 

Novgorod, II. 420. * 

ifoydn, Mongol title, T64. 

Nubia; St. Thomas in, il. 291 ; 3^7; Sftl; 
3^51 3 ^ 7 } alleged use of Elephants in, 
368. • 

Nukdaris, a tribe of Kabul, 96 

Nukra-kuh, 146. ^ 

lumbers, Mystic or aii^picious ; Nine, 846 , 
348 ; One HundredAnd Eight, II. 283. 
Nunoy see None. 

Nusi-lbrahim, II. 348. 

Nutmegs, II. 217 ; Wild, 250. . • 

Nyuchd (Chinese appellation of the Church^ 
or race of the Kin EmpeArs) ; Character 
employed by these Emperors, 27 ; 205. 

. O. 

Oaracta (Kishm or BraWd^y 108. 

Obedien. , of Ismaelites, Extraordinary, 137. 
Obi K., 11 . 413, 414. 

Observatory at Peking, 335, 403. 

Ocean-Sea, 101 ; in Fa%North, 237 ; 359 ; 
II. 1 ; encircles the World. 12 ; 28 ; 86; 
108 ; 116 ; 149 ; 171 ; 183 ; 197 ; all other 
Se.as are parts of, SJJLO ; 418 . 

Ocoloro, II. 340. 

Odoric, Friar ; Number of MSS. of his Book, 
cxl; 77; 136; 153 i 178; 341 -, 382; his 
account of Oansay (AVnsay), 11 . i68 ; of 
Champa, 215; of Java, 218; of Sumatra, 
238. 

Ogero the Dane, 123. ^ 

Oil ; Fountain of (Naplitha, at Baku), 46 . 
, Whale, 102 , 209 ; Walnut and Sesame, 

160, 153. 

Head (CapidogUo or Sperm-Whale), 

II. 346 , 348. 

Oirad or Uirad (Horiad), a great Tartar 
tribe, 266 , 271, 272. 

Okkodai Khan, 3 rd son of Chinghiz, xli, 204, 
218. 

Olak, Iliac, Aulak, see Lao. 

Old Man of the Mountain; his Envoys to 
St. Lewis, 47 ; 182 seqq . ; how he trained 
Assassins, 184 ; the Syrian — , 136; sub- 
ordinate chiefs, 138 ; the end of him, 188 . 
Oman, II. 285, 384. 

Omens ; much regar^d in Maabar, II. 280 , 
287; and by the Brahmans, 299 , 303, 304. 
Onan Kerule, 208. 

Ondanique (a fine kind of Steel) ; Mines of, 
in Kerman, 86 ; explanation of word, 87 
seqq. ; 117 ; in Chingintalas, 191 . 


Ongkor, Ruins of, xliii. 

Opera-mortdy Ixiii, Ixv. 

Oppert’s Book on Prester John,2o6, 253, 257. 

* Or Batuz,’ 344. 

Orang Gugu, II. 243. 

Oriental Phrases in Polo’s dictation, cix. 

Orissa, II. 360. 

Orleans, Defence of, II. 126. 

, Isle d’, II. 220. 

OrlokSy or Mars|^ls of the Mongol Host, 231, 
11. 393. 

Ormanni, Michele, cviii. 

Oroech, II. 418 ; note on, 420. 

Oroiiy meaning of, 98. 

Orphaniy strange custom of the, II. 240-241. 

‘ Osci,’ the word, II. 286. 

Ostriches, 11 . 864 . 

Ostyaks, II. 414. 

Oulatay (Uladai), a Tartar Envoy from 
Persia, 80 , 32. 

Oxen; Humped, in Kerman, 92 , 94; Wild, 
Shaggy (Yaks), 241 , 243; Wild, in Eastern 
Tibet, II. 82 ; in Burma, 74 , 78 ; — of Ben- 
gal, 78 , 80 ; worshipped in Maabar, 277 , 
286, 305 ; and ^ot eaten ; reverence for, 
291 - 292 ; worshipped by Jogis, 801 ; 
figures of, worn, t&. and 305. 

OxyrhynchuSy II. 368. ^ 

Ozency II. 33 1. 

P. 

Pacamuria (Baccanor), II. 322. 

Pacauta! (ai^invocation^, II. 276 , 283. 

Pacem, sec Pasci. 

Padishah Khatun of Kerman, 87. 

Padma Sambhava, 156. 

Pag in (in Burma) ; Ruins at, xliii ; II. 64, 7 r, 
76, 77; Empire of, 221. 

Old, II. 7r, 76. 

Pagaroyang, II. 229. 

Paggi Islands, II. 241. 

Pagi^as; Burmese, II, 78 , 77, 78; Alleged 
Chinese, in India, II. 272, 327. 

Pahang, II. 222. 

Pai or Peyih Tribe, 28 ; II. j8, 83. 

Paipurth (Baiburt), 46 , 48. 

Paizahy or Golden Tablets of Honour, 314—15, 
and see Tabfet. 

and Tarlighy ih, and 286. 

Pakwiha China ware, II. 190. • 

Pala (a Bird), II. 287. 

Palace ; of the Kaan at Chagannur, 260 ; 
al^Chaxidu (Shangtu), 268 , 269, 270 ; of 
Cane there, lft^70; at Langtin, 269; at 
Oambaluo, 824 qf 97 . ; on the Green Mount 
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thei'e, 827 ; of the Heir Apparent, tb. 
Note on Palaces of the character described 
at Cambaluc, 3 28. 

Palaoe ; at EenjanAi (Singanfu), II. 14 , t 7 ; 
of the Emperor of Manzi at Kinsay, 151 , 
168 , 168 ; in Chipangu paved and roofed 
with gold, 800 , 202, 218. 

Palembang, II. 224, 225. 

^PalloUe, Or de* for gold-dust, II. 33. 
Pander (Pdmer), Plain o^ 168 ; its Wild 
Sheep; great height; pasture, &c., t6.; 
described by Hwen Thsang, 165, and by 
Wood, 166; Goes and Abdul Mcjid, 16.; 
meaning of name, ib . ; 1 70. 

Pan-Asiatic usages, 317 ; 328; II. 294- 
.Pandarani or Fandaraina, II. 321, 327. 
Pandyan Kings, II. 270, 271 ; 309. 

Panja B., or Upper Oxus, 164. 

Panjkora, 97. 

Panjshir, 153, 257, II. 419. 

Panya (in Burma), II. 77. 

Paoki-hien, II. 18, 19, 20. 

Paoning-fu, II. 22. 

Pape^ Papesifu, 28; II. 8r, 9r. 
Paper-Money, The Kean’s; 878 seqq.; 

380-385 ; modern, 383, also see Currency, 
Paradise ; of the Old Man of the Mountain, 
1 ^, 184 , 136; destroyed, 188 ; 139. 

in Legend of the Cross, 128; II. 397. 

Apples of, 91, 93 . 

of Persia, 108. 

Paramisura, Founder of Malacca) II. 225. 
Parasol, the word, 316. 

Paravas, II. 308. * ^ 

Parez, Falcons of, 91. 

Pariahs {Paraiyar), etym. of, II. 286. 

ParUk or Perlak (Ferlec), a Km. in Suma- 
tra, 11 . 827 ; 230, 237, 238, 245* 

Tanjong, II. 230. 

Parliament, Tartar, II. 426. 
Paropatnisadae, II. 335 . 

Parrots, 101 ; II. 818 ; 864 . 

Partridges, 84 ; Black, 94; Jirufti, 106; 
Great, called Gators (chakors?) 261 , 262; 
in mew, 263 ; see Franiolin, 

Parwana, a Traitor, eaten by the Tartars, 


i;5-J76. 

Paryan Silver-Mines, 153 . 

Pascal of Vxttoria, Friar, 9. 

Pasei, Pacem (Basma), a Km. of Sumatra, 
II. 887, i’31; History of, 230 , 231, 232; 
237; 238; Bay of, 23«, 245 5 248. 

Pasha and Pashagar Tribes, 257. 


Pashai, 155; what region intended, ^56 ; 
Tribe so called, 156, 13 Ti^llr language, 156. 

-Dir, 98, 97 . . 


Pashai-Afroz, 157. 

*Pas80^(or Pace), Venetian, II. 224, 472. 

Patarins, cxxxii ; 267, 284 ; II. 278 ; 800.ij 

Paham, 11 . 274. • 

Pdtra or Alms-dish of Buddha, II. 859 , 
2r)l!^; Miraculous Properties, 260 , 266; the 
Holy Grail of Buddhism, 266. 

Patriarchs, of Eastern Christians, 57, 58 ; 
11. 841, see Catholipoa and Nestorlan. * 

Patteik-kara, II. 64d» 

Patu (Batu), II. 481 , see Batu. 

Paukin (Pao-yng) II. 115 . 

Pculin-Paris, M., on Polo and Rusticiano, 

I Ixxxi, Ixxxvii-xc. 

I Pauthier, 4 l. ; Remarks on his Text of Polo, 
cxvii, and numerous references throughout 
the work. 

Paved Hoads in China, II. 149, 155 ; 
— Streets of Kinsay, 11. 149. 

Payan, see Bayan. 

Payangadi, II. 322. 

Peace; between Venice and Genrtr ( 1299 ), 
Ixxx ; between Genoa and Pisa, xci. 

Peaches, Fellow and White, II. 159 ; 166. 

Peacocks, 11. 29p; special kind in Coilum, 
818. 

Pearls, 57 ;'l 01 ; 812 ; 826 ; 848 ; 846 ; 
850 ; 879 ; 880 ; in, Caindu, II. 84 , 36; 
185 ; 186 ; Rose-coloured in Chipangu, 
200 , 203 ; Fishery of, bet. Ceylon and 
Maabar, 267 , 274, 280 ; Do. at Cail, 307, 
and at ancient Kolhh)', 310; — and pre- 

. cidus stones of King of Maabar, 275 ; 299, 
303, 307. 

Pears, EnoiTUous, II. 159 , 166. 

Pedir, II. 232, 239, 240, 241, 248. 

Pedro, Prince, of Portugal, cii, cxxii. 

Pegu; and Bengal confounded, II. 64, 9 r. 

Peho, II. 22. 

Peichau (Piju), II. 102 ; 103. 

Pein, Province of, 175 ; identity of, 176- 
‘77 5 II- 475 - 

Peking (Cambaluc), xliii ; Plan of Ancient 
and Modem, 330-331, 3^3; History of, 
333 ; Walls of, ib.\ see Cambaluo. 

Pekung-ching, 11. 21. 

Pelly, Colonel L., 8r, 104, seqq, 

Pema-ching, II. 21. 

Pema-kwan, tb, 

Pembei-ton, Capt. R., II. 48, 77. 

Pen and Ink, Dislike cxv. 

Pentam (Bintang), II. 828, 224 , 826. 

Pepper; Daily consumption of, at Kinsay, 
U. 161 ; change in Chinese use of, 166; 
great importation at Zayton, 185 ; duty on, 
186 ; White, 909 ; ift?; in Chilnm, 819 ; 
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at Eli and Cananore, 820, 123 ; in Melibar, 
826 ; in Guzerat, 888 ; Trade in, 1A Alex- 
andria, 186, 878. 

Pepper, Country, II. 314. • • 

Peregrine Falcons, 287, II. 418. 

Perla (Ferlec), II. 230. • 

Persia ; Extension 8 f the name to Bokhara, 
9, 10 ; spoken of, 78 ; its 8 king<Ioms, 78. 
-• — and India, Boundai^ of, II. 336. 
Persian; Polo’s familiarity with, cxix; ap- 
^ parently the language of foreigners at the 
Mongol Court, cxxxv, 338. 

Peter, a Tartar Slave of Marco Polo, c. * 
Fliaraoh’s Bats, 220, 222 ; II. 411, 412 . 
Phayre, Sir Arthur, II. 60, 64^65,09, 76, 78. 
Pheasants; Large and long-tailed, 242; 

probably Reeves’s, 24s ; II. 12 ; 116. 
Pheng (the Rukh), II. 354. 

Philippine Islands, II., 210, 2ll. 

Phipps, Capt., II. 309. 

Phungan, Phungan-lu (Fungul P), II. 90, 93. 
Physician;. ^ Virtuous, 408. 

Physicians, II. 818. 

Physiognomy, Art of, II. 280. 

Pianfti (P’ing yang-fu), 11^7, 8. 

Pichalok, II. 22 r. 

Pigeon Posts, 392. * 

Piju (Pei-chau) II. lOJ. 

PUgrimages ; to Adam’s Sepulchre in Cey- 
lon, II. 269, 264; to the Shrine of St. 
Thomas, 2M. 

‘Pillar-Road,’ II. 18. ♦ 

Pima, 177, 180; II. 475- • 

Ptnoft, K. of Kaulam, II. 314; Explanation 
of name, 315. ^ 

Pine-woods in Mongolian Desert, 202. 

in South China, II. 194, 197. 

P*in(jchang, Fanchan, or 2nd Class Minister, 
386. 

P’ingyang-fu, II. 8 , 14. 

Pinna-Cael, 11. 307. 

Pipino, Fr. Francesco ; his Latin Translation 
of Polo’s Book, xciv, cvii, cxx ; the Man, 
cxxi ; cxlii. ^ 

Pirabandi or Bir Pandi (Vira Pandi), II. 270. 
Pirada, II. 2 ^ 9 . 

Pirates ; of Malabar, II. 824, 326; of Guze- 
rat, 828, 344; of Tana, 880; ofSomnath, 
334; of Socotra, 841, 343» ^44* 

Piraticsd Custom at Eli, II. 820, 324. 

Pisa and Genoa, Wars of, Ixxxiv. 

Pisan Prisoners at Genoa, ib. 

— - Pronunciation of letter c, clx. 
Pistaobioes, 91, 108, 117; 146, 146. 

Plane, The Oriental, or Chindry 119, x 20, 1 28, 

m •' > 


Plano Carpini, xlvi. 

Poison, Antidote to, 11. 47. 

Poisonous Pasture, 196, 197. 

Po/e or Jackdaws on Polo scutcheon, xxxix* 

Pole-star, invisible in Java the Less, II. 226, 
286 ; visible again in India, 818, 824, 828, 
832. 

Police; of Cambaluc, 868 ; of Kinsay, 11. 

148. 

Politeness of Chinese, 406, 408 # 

Polo, Andrea, grandfather of Marco, xxxix, 
xlv, Ivii. 

— — Marco, the Elder, son of Andrea, and 
uncle of the traveller, xlv ; his Will, xlvi, 
liv-lv, II. 438; Ivii; 3, 4. 

, Nicolo and Maffeo, sons of Andrea ; 

their First Journey, %lvi-xlvii ; cross the 
Black Sea to Soldaia, 2 ; visit Wolga 
country, &c., 4; go to Bokhara, 9; join 
Envoys going to Great Kaan’s Court, 10 ; 
well received, 11 ; Kublai’s conversation 
with them on Religion, 308 ; and sent back 
as his Envoys to Po])e, 12; reach Ayas, 
16, Acre, 16, Venice, 17 ; find young Marco 
there, ib. 

Polo, Nicolo, Ma# 60 , and Marco ; proceed 
to Acre, 18; set out for the East; are recalled 
from Ayas, 19 ; set out again with the 
Pope’s Lettera, &c., 21 ; reach the K^n’s 
Court, 21 ; and are welcomed, 26. See on 
their Journey outward also xlix, 1 ; their 
alleged sei^ice in capture of Siangyang, lii, 
and 11. 119 seqq.j 1 29 ; when they desire to 
return home, the Kaan refuses, 1. 30 ; are 
allowed to g<f with ambassadors returning 
to Persia, 31 ; receive Golden Tablets from 
the Kaan, 32. On return see also lii>lv. 
Story of their arrival at Venice, xxxvi; 
and of the way they asserted their identity, 
xxxvi-vii, liv, its verisimilitude, clxi. 

, Nicolo ; his alleged second marriage 

alter his return, and sons by it, xxxviii; 
xlv ; probable truth as to time of a second 
marriage, xlvii-xlviii, xlix ; his illegitimate 
sons, Iv ; Ivii ; probable time of liis death, 
xcii ; his Tomb, cii. 

■ Mafifeo, brother of Nicolo ; in Kanchan, 
119; II. 119; xlv; xcii-xciii; time of 
death unknown, xciv. 

— , Marco, our Traveller; veracity, xxxiii ; 
perplexities in his biography, ffr. ; Ramu- 
sio’s notices ; extracts from these, xxxiv 
seqq, ; recognition of his names of places ; 
parillleled with Columbus, xxxv (see exxx) ; 
why called A/Uioj^ xxxvii ; Story of his 
capture at CurzflP, xxxvii-viii; and the 
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writing of his Book in prison at Genoa, 
xxzYiii ; release and marriage, xxxix ; 
Arms, xxxix~xl ; his claim to nobility, xlv ; 
supposed autograph, his birth, xlvi; 
'^circumstances of his birth and doubts, 
xlvii ; employment under Kublai, 1 ; men- 
tioned in Chinese Records, ib. ; his mission 
to Yunnan, li; government of Yangchan, 

•b. ; employment at Kanchau, lii ; at Kara 
Korum, in Champa and Indian Seas, t6. ; 
mentioned in his Uncle^Marco’s Will, Ir ; 
commands a galley at Curzola, Ixxv ; is 
taken, and carried to Genoa, Ixxviii; his 
imprisonment there, Ixxix seqq.; meets 
there Rusticiano, and dictates his Book, 
Ixxx ; release and return to Venice, Ixxxi ; 
evidence as to ttie story of his capture, 
&c., Ixxxi-iii; his dying vindication of 
his Book, Ixxxii; executor to his brother 
Maffeo, xcii; record of exemption from 
a municipal penalty, xciv; his sobriquet 
of Milioni, xcv; his present of his Book 
to T. de Cepoy, xevi; his marriage and 
daughters, xcvii ; his lawsuit with l*iiulo 
Girardo, xcvii ; proceeding regarding house 
property in S. Giov. flrisostomo, ih,* his 
illness and last Will, xcviii-ci; translation 
of, Ixvii (for original see II. 440); dead 
Bbfore June 1325 , ci ; place of burial, ib, ; I 
Professed Portraits of, cii-Kjiii ; his alleged j 
wealth, cv ; estimate of him and his Book, 
cxxix seqq, ; parallol with Columbus futile, 
exxx ; his real and ample claims to glory, 
cxxxi ; faint indrications of his personality, 
cxxxii ; rare indications of humour, cxxxiii, 
absence of scientific notions ; geographical 
data in his Book, cxxxi v ; his acquisition 
of languages, cxxxv ; Chinese evidently 
not one; dehciencics as regards Chinese 
notices ; historical notices, cxxxvi ; had 
read romances, especially about Alexander, 
cxxxvi i ; incredulity about his stories, and 
singular modern instance, cxxxix ; contem- 
porary recognition, cxl; by T. de Cepoy, 
cxlii; Friar Pipino, ift. ; Jac. d’Aqui, »6.; 
Giov. Villani, ib , ; Pietro d* Abano, cxliii ; 
notice by John of Yprfes, cxliv ; borrowings 
in the poem of B^iuduin de Sebourg, cxlv 
seqq. Influence on geography, cli ; obstacles 
to its effect ; character of medieval cosmo- 


graphy ^ Marino Sanuto’s Map, cHH; Me- 
dicean; Carta Catalana largely based on 
Polo, civ ; increased appreciation of Polo's 
Book ; confusions of nomenclature, clw-clvi ; 



iPeen supposed to 
urope by — , clvi ; 


story of Invention of Printing by P. Cas- 
taldf of Feltre, clvii; the connexion of 
Polo's name with this arbitrary, clviii (i^d 

*see Vol. II. 473>; dictates his Narrative, 1 ; 
found at Venice by his Father, 17; his * 
true age, 18; circumstances of his Birth, 
ih.* 22^; 24; noticed *by Kublai, 26; em- 
ployed by him, 27 ; his tact and diligence ; 
grows into high ^vour, 29 ; goes on maffy 
missions, 80, 81 ; escapes from the Karau- 
nas, 08 ; hears of the Breed of Bucephalus 
in Badakhshan, 160 ; recovers from illness 
in the hill climate of that region, 151; 
hears from his friend Zulfikar about the 
Salamifhdei^ 102 ; at Kanchau on business, 
100 ; brings home the hair of the Yak, 241 ; 
and the head and feet of the musk-deer, 
242; a witness of the events connected with 
Ahmad's death, 878 5 the notice of him in 
Chinese Annals, $7$ ; whether he had to 
do with the Persian scheme of Paper Cur- 
rency in 1294 , 382 ; is sent l^j^t-he Kaan 
into the Western Provinces, II. 1 ; is made 
Oovcraor of Yangchau, 116 ; probable ex- 
tent of his ay,thority, ri8; aids in con- 
structing engines for the Siege of Siang- 
yang, 110 ^eqq . ; difficulties as to this state- 
ment, 129; what he saw and heard of the 
number of vessel^ on the Great Kiang, 133 ; 
ignorant of Chinese, 144; his attestation 
of the greatness of Kiusay, 145 ; his notes, 
153 sent by the Kaan to inspect the 
amount of Revenue from Kinsay, 172 ; his 
great experience, 187 ; never in the Islands 
of the Sea^of Chin, 210 ; is in the Kingdom 
of Chamba, 218, 21s ; remark on his His- 
torical Anecdotes, 214; detained five months 
at Sumatra, 285, and stockades his party 
against the wild people ; brings Brazil seed 
home to Venice, 241 ; partakes of Tree- 
flour (Sago), 242, and brought some home 
to Venice, 247 ; was in six Kingdoms of 
Sumatra, 242 ; witnesses a singular arrest 
for debt in Maabar, 271^; his erroneous 
view of the Arabian Coast, 384; his un- 
c({ nailed Travels, 481 ; Venetian Documents 
about him, 438 seqq, ; his Will in full, 440. 

Polo, Mafleo, Brother of the Traveller ; xlvi ; 
probabilities as to his Birth, &c., xlvii-viii, 
xlix; Iv; abstract of his Will, xcii, II. 438. 

, Nicolo the Younger, cousin of the Tra- 
veller, xlv, Iv, xciii. 

■ ■■ — , Maroca, sister of the last, xxxv, Iv, and 
' perhaps xciii. 

, Steffano and Giovannino, illeg. brothers 

of the Traveller, Iv,**!!!, xciii?’ 
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It. • 


Donate, wifb of the Traveller, xcvii; 
sale of property to hir husband, t^., %nd 
II. 440; xcviii seqq. ; ciii, cv; II. 44r, 443 . 
— , or Bragadino, Fantina, eldest daughter 
of the Travellet; xcviii-ci, ciii, cv; II. 
440, 44f, 442. 

• , Bellella, second /|^ughter of ditto, ih. 

— , or Delfino, Morcta, youngest daughter 
^ of ditto, ib, 

— , Felice, a cousin, Iv, xcii. 

^ Fiordelisa, wife of last, ib. ^ 

, daughter of Maflco the Younger, 

xlix, xcii~xciii. • 

— Maria, last survivor of the Family, cv ; 

doubts as to her kindred, cvi, II. 43 H. 

— , Marco, last male survivor of the Family, 
see as in last. 

, Other Persons bearing this name, 

xciv, ci ; II. 437-438. 

F^^^ily ; its duration and end, according 

to Ram jsio, xxxiv-xl ; Origin of, xliv ; I.ast 
notices of, civ ; Genealogy, II. 436. 

, Branch of S^Geremia, xlv, xciv ; 

II. 437-438. 

PoMo (Bolor), 168. • 

Polygamy; 197 , 220 , 222, 242 ; supposed 
effect on populafion, 392; II. 213 , 276 , 
806 . ^ 


Pomilo (Famer), 165. 

PompholyXf 118. 

Ponent (or ‘West’), term applied byj’olo to 
the Mongol Khanate of the Wolga (Kfp- 
chak), 4 , 8 ; 60 ; II. 418 ; 421 setjq. ; List 
of the Sovereigns, ib , ; Irrors therein, 423 ; 
extent of dominion, ib. 

Pong (Medieval Shan State), II. 48, 77. 

Poods, Russian, 153. 

Population, Vast, of Cathay, 391. 

Porcelain Manufacture, II. 186 , 190; frag- 
ments found at Kayal, 308. * 

— — • Shells, see Cowries, 

Pork, mention of, omitted, II. 166. 

Portohdif Ixv. 

PosHn, 147. 

Posts, Post-houses, and Runners, 888 
8 eqq,y 392. 

Potala at Lhasa, 283. 

Poultry, kind of, in Coilum, II. 318 ; in 
Abyssinia (Guinea-fowl ?), 8M. 

Pout'pre, 62, 345. 

Poyang Lake, II. 177.' 

Prakrama Bahu K. of Ceylon, II. 255, 265. 

Precious Stones; xxxvii; 70 ; 72; 101 ; 
812 ; « 26 ; 84 S^ 846 ; 860 ; 379 ; 880 ; 


II. 185 , 186 , 187 ; 209 ; 276 , 299 , 306; 
how discovered by Pirates, 828 . 

Prester John, alias Unc Can (Aung Khan), 
receives tribute from the Tartars, 204 ; but 
they revolt ; insults the Envoys of Chinghiz, 
210 ; comes out to engage the latter, 212 ; 
is slain, 215 . Note on Prester John, 205 
seqq, ; Rise of the notion of such a personage, 
205 ; Letters under his name, ib, ; first 
notice, 206 ; this applies to Ijie Founder of 
Kara Khitai ^ascription of Christianity to 
him, 207 ; various persons who came to be 
afterwards identified with the supposed 
great Christian Potentate, ib, ; Aung Khan, 
chief of the Keraites (Unc Can), 207-208- 
209 ; Joinville’s account of Prester John, 
209; marriage relations with Chinghiz, 21 1, 
and 249 , 253 ; real site of his lirst battle 
with Chinghiz, 213; and real fate of Aung 
Khan, 214. His line remaining in Tenduc, 
249 ; their continuance under the Mongol 
Dynasty, 252, and II. 890 . The story of — 
and the Golden King, 11 . 9 seqq. Oppert*s 
view about him, I. 206, 207, 253. 

Prices of Horses, see Horses. 

Printing ; connefion of Polo’s name with in- 
troduction of, clvii; alleged invention by 
PanHlo Castaldi, t&., and II. 473. 

Prisoners, Pisan, at Genoa, Ixxxv ; their seal, 
ib. ; their release, xci. 

Private Names, Supposed, 323. 

Probation of Jogls, II. 801 ; im-allel, 305. 

Prodierif Ixv. 

‘ Proques,* the word,* 3^5. 

Prostitutes^ at Cambaluc, 867 ; at Kinsay, 
II. 160 . 

Provinces, Thirty-four, of Kaan’s Empire, 

386 . 

Prophecy regarding Bayan, 11 . 107 - 8 , 1 12. 

Pseudo-Callisthenes, cxxxvii. 

Ptolemy, xxxiv ; his view of the Indian Ocean, 
cli; ciii. 

Ptolemies trained African Elephants, IL 367. 

Puching, II. 178, 182. 

Puer and Esmok, 11 . 37, 8 r. 

Pulad Chingsang, II. 1 74. 

Pufiho, 168. 

Pulisanghln, River and Bridge, near Cam- 
baluc, clvi ; y. 1 ; meaning ; other appli- 
cations, 2 ; account of, 3. 

Pulo Condore (^ondur anc^Condur), II. 
219 , 220. 

_ Gommes (Gauenispola), II. 249. 

— Nankai, ib, 

Bras, ik 

‘We* or my,«'&. 
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Punnei-Kayal, II. 309. 

Purcbas on Polo and Bamnsto, czxr. 
Purpura^ see Powrprg, 

Putchock, IL 332. 

Pygmies, Paotltious, II. d 28 . 


Q- 

Quails in In^ia, II. 881. 

Queen of Mutfili, II. 885 f identified, 297. 
QuioksILver, and Sulphur Potion, II. 800 , 
304. 

, as regarded by Alchemists, 305. 

Quills of the Rue, II. 346, 847, 351 , 352 , 
353 ; suggested explanation, 354* 

Quilon, Kaulam, &c., ase Goilum. 

Quirino, Ysabeta, M. Polo*s sister-in-law, xeix. 


R. 

Rabbanta, a Nestorian Monk, 215. 

Rain-makers, see Weather-Conjuring. 

Rainy Season, II. 880 , and note, 287. 

Rajkot Leather-work, II. 3 Jo. 

Rakka, Rakshasas, 11 . 240; 252. 

Rameshwaram, II. 271. 

Rdmnid, II. 272. 

Rampart of Gog and Magog, 53 , 237. 

Ramusio, Giov. Battista, his Biographical No- 
tices of Polo, xxxiv seqq,, Ixxxk; his Polo 
Genealogies, and errora therein, evi ; Notice 
of — , cxxii ; his Ecytion of Polo, and its Pe- 
culiarities, czxii, cxxvii; II. 165, 167, 31 1. 

N.B. — Throughout the Book Passages pe- 
culiar to Ramusio, if introduced in the 
7 extf are in brackets [thus^. And many 
others are given in the Notes. 

Rana Parpmita’s Woman Country, II. 339. 

* Raonemo^RaOj 164. 

Ras Haili, II. 321. 

Kumhari, II. 318. 

Rashidoddm, Fazl-ulla Rashfd alias, Pei*slan 
Statesman and Historian of the Mongols, 
contemporary of Marco Polo, perhaps drew 
some infoi’mation from the latter, cxliv ; is 
quoted frequently in the Notes. 

Ravenala tree, II. 354. m 
Raw Meat eaten, II. 40 , 45 » 38 . 

Rawlinson, Sif H., 80. 

Re<FOr,lLio. 

Red Sea ; Trade from India to Egypt by, II. 
378 ; described in some texts as a Rinpr, 
374; possible origin of this mistake, cxiz. 

— — Sect of Lamas, 278,'‘4f9, 283, 288. 


Refraction, Abnormal, II. 35 3. 

Reg Rumdn of Kabul, 183. 

Reindeer ridden on, 1^7, 238 , ^ 

ReBgion; Indifieregco of the Ohinghizide 
Princes in, 14 , 310 seqq., 11 . 408 seqq. ; oc- 
ca^cnal power of, among the Chinese, 1 . 
406 seqq, • 

RemiflsioliiB of Taxation by Kublai, 393. 

Rennell, Major James,*ll. 335. * 

Reobarles (RMdri^LSss), 91, 108, 105 , 
107 . 

Revenue of Kinsay, II. 149, 160 ; 171 seqq. 

Rhinoceros (XTnloom); in Sumatra, II. 887 , 
232 ; habits, tb. ; three Asiatic Species, 233. 

■ ' Tichesinu^ II. 333. 

Rhubarb; where got, 196, 197; also at Su- 
chau (in Kiangnan), II. 143, which seems 
to be an error, 144. 

Rialto, Bridge of, liv. 

Rice; II. 19, 89, 52 , 80 , 85 , 136 , 848, 

864, 878, 890, 313, 335, 388, 840, 342 * 
341 , 866, 364, 877. ^ 

Wine, see Wine. 

Trade on Grand Canal, IL 186, 137, 

138. ^ 

Right and Left, Ministers of the, 386. 

Rio Marabia, II.' 322. 

Rishis, 161 . 

‘River of China,' the, IL* 177, 190, 191. 

Roads radiating from Caiftaluc, 388 . 

Robbers in Persia, 79 , 8 3. 

Robbers’ River, 107. 

Robea distributed by the Kaan, 848, 345 ; 
349. 

Rockets, 306. 

‘ Roiaus dereussO ’ (?), II. 3 30 . 

Rome, the Sudarium at, 198, 195 . 

I ‘ Rondes,* ingenious but futile explanation of, 

! 364- 

Rook in Chess, the word, IL 353. 

Rori-Bakkar, 82 . 

Rosaries, Hindu, IL 876 , 283. 

Round-Table Romances compiled by Rusti- 
cian, Ixxxvi. seqq. 

‘ Rose de lAqur,’ 329 . 

Rubles; xxxvii; Balas,149, i5‘»; of Ceylon, 
IL 854; enormous, ib., and 256 . 

Ruble, Russian, II. 420. 

Rubruquis, Friar William de, xlvi; excel- 
lence of his narrative, exxx ; studied by 
Roger Bacon, cliii. 

Rue (Rukh), the Great Bird called; described, 
IL 346 ; its feather, 347 ; wide diffusion 
and various forms of the Fable, 349 seqq. ; 
the Eggs of the Aepyornis, 350 ; Genus of 
that Bird ; Fra Mauro’8*Story ; tile Condor, 
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• 

35 X ; Sindbad ; R. Benjamin ; the Romance 
of Duke Ernest ; Ibn Baiuta’s' sight of the 

^ Rukh, 35 a; probable explanation of that 
case ; parallel stories ;«the Rook of Ohtss ; 
the dimensions given by Polo, 353; the 
Jesuit Bolivar’s account; other ngjbice^y 
354 ; possible fabrication of the quill. 

Riidbar ; River of, 105 ; 106 ; ~ -^I^s (Reo- 

• barlea), 107. 1 

Rudder, Single, note} as peculiar by Polo, 
lOB, II. 195 , because the Double Rudder 
was usual- in the Mediterranean, I. 109 

seqq- ^ . 

— lilted, in Junks, II. 228 , 224. 

Riidkh&nah-i-Shor (Salt Rivg^), ft>6. 

— -i'Duzdi (Robber’s River), 107. 

Rudra Deva, K. of Tilingana, II. 397. 

Rudrama Devi, Q. of Tilingana, i&. 

Ruknuddin Mahmud, Prince of Hormuz, 113. 

• — ■ Masa’ud, do, 1 1 4. 

Prince of the Ismaelites, 139. 

Rdm, 4.^. 

Huomedian Ahomet, King of Hormos, 101 , 
113. 

Rupen, Founder of Armenian State in Oilicia, 

43. 

Rupert, Prince, II. 417. * 

Ruppell’s Table of Abyssinian Kings, II. 3 70. 

Russia (Rcaia), II.* 416 ; described, 417 ; 
great cold, 4 l 9 ; Arab accounts of, 419; 
subjection to Tartars, 420; conquered by 
Batu, ib., 421 . 

Leather, 6, 351; cloths of — , 25^. 

Russians, the King of, his Trusty Lieges, l). 

384. ^ 

Rustak, 164. 

Rusticien de Pise, Rusticiano, or Rusti- 
chello ; in Prison at Genoa with M. Polo, 
and writes down his Book, Ixxx ; Notices 
of, Ixxxiii s&iq . ; perhaps taken at Meloria, 
Ixzzv; mention -of, by Sir Walter Scott, 
Izxzvi ; his Romance Oompiliftions, tb. ; 
his connexion with Edward I., Ixxxvii; 
extracts and character of his Compilations, 
Ixxxviii seqq, ; his identity as the amanu- 
ensis of Polo, Ixxxix-xc ; various forms of 
his name, Ixxxix ; coincidence of Preamble 
of one of his Romances with that of Polo’s 
Book, xc ; portrait of — , referred to, ib , ; 
mistake about a supposed grant to him by 
Henry III., xci ; real name probably Rus- 
tichello, tb. ; ex; cxii, cxiv, cxv; cxxxvi; 
cxxxvii; clx; his proem to the Book, 1 , 
and introduction of himself as the Writer, 
2 . 


S. 

Saba (Sava), City of the Magi, 78. 

Sable; its costliness, 860 , 364-5, II. 411; 

410; 412; 415; 4r6; 418. 

Sabreddin, II. 371. 

Sabzawar, 141. 

Saobiu (Shachan), 184. 

Sacrifices; of People of Tangqjt, 184, 187 . 

, Human, >67; II. 246. 

Sadd-i-Tskandar, 52. 

SafOron, Fruit serving the purpose of, II. 179. 
Sagacity of Sledge-Dogs, II. 413. 

Sagamoni Boroan (Sakya-muni Buddha), 
310 ; Story of, II. 257 ; the name explained, 
260. n 

Sagatu, a General of theKaan’s, 11 . 212 , 214. 
Saggio, a weight (J of an ounce), see II. 472 ; 
I. 813 , 315 ; II. 35 , 45 , 171 , 172 , 173, 275 , 
276 , 283. 

Sago described, II. 242 , 247. 

Saianfu, sec Siangyang-fu, 

Saif Arad, K. of Abyssinia, II. 370, 371. 
Saifuddin Nazrat, 113, 114. 

Saimur (Chaul), II. 302. 

Sain Khan (or Batu), 11 . 421 , and see 423. 
St. Barlaara and St. Josafat, 11 . 363. 

Barsamo, Brassamus (Barsauma), 72 , 

73 - 

’ ^Slaiso, 44. 

I Brandon, II. 253, 

1 Buddha! H. 263. 

j Epiphanius, 11, 298. 

George,sChurch of, at Quilon, II. 3 14. 

John Baptist, Church of, at Samar- 
kand; 170 . 

• Leonard’s, in Georgia, and the Fish- 
I Miracle there, 50 , 55. 

I Lewis, 83 ; his campaign on the Nile, 

1 11. 126. 

* Mary’s Island, Madagascar, II. 348. 

I Nina, 55. 

• Sabba’s at Acre, Ixx, Ixxi. 

Thomas the Apostle, II. 260; his 

j Shrine in India, 278 , 290 , 293, 298 ; re- 
! verenced by Saracens, 290 , 294; Miracles 
! there, 278 , 290 , 292 ; Story of his Death, 

I 291 ; his murderers, 278 ; their hereditary 
curse, 286 ; the tradition of his preaching 
in India, 29;; translation j)f remains to 
Edessa, ib, ; but alleged discovery of them 
in India, 294; schisms about them, tb. ; 
4367 337 ; .343 ; itt Abyssinia, 861 . 

Alounts, II. 394. 

Saker Falcons, '160; Ml ; II. SO. 
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Sakta doctrines, 187, 390. 

Sakya Muni (SagAmond Boroan), 156, 161 ; 
death of 163 ; recumbent figures of, 
198; ^86 288; 310; 11 . 210; the Story ; 
of— ,257,262. 

gadwattOTiter, what it really is, 192 , 194. 

Salar (Huraichau), 11 . 17. 

Salghur Atabegs of Pars, see Atdb^B* 

Salsette Island, II. 331. 

Salt, H., his i^rsion of the Abyssinian chro- 
nology, II. 369. • I 

Salt; Rock — , 144, 146 ; useil for cur- ! 
rency, II. 29, 86, 36 , 37 ; extracted from 
deep wells, 37 , 89, 44; — manufacture in 
£. China, 96; manufacture, revenue, 
and traffic in — , 114, 116, 117 , 188, 184; 
huge trade in — ^on the Kiang, 183; 
Junks employed therein, 136 ; — manu- 
facture and Revenue at Kinsay, 171, 1 73 . 

• Stream, 116 , 116. 

Salwen R., or Lu-Kiang, 287. 

Samagar, II. 408. 

Samana, II. 360. 

Samara (Sumatra), Km. of, II. 236 , 237, see 
Sumatra, 

Samarkand (Samarcan) ; Story of a Mircude 
there, 170; 172; colony from — near 
Peking, 255 ; II. 389; 398 . 

Samudva, Samathrah, Samuthrah, see Sa- 
mara and Sumatra, 

SamsUnji Bdshi, 

Salem explores the Rampart of Gog, 54. 

San Giovanni Grisostomo, Parish in Venice 
in which the Ca’ Polo was, xxxvi, Iv seqq., 
Ixxxi, xcvii, xcviii, cv ; evi; Tkeatreof, Iviii. 

— - Lorenzo in Venice, Burial-place of 
Marco Polo’s Father and of himself, xxxix, 
xeix, cii. 

— — Matteo at Genoa, Ixxviii ; curious en- 
gineering at, Ixxix ; Inscription on, t&. 

Sand; cities buried by — , 177; II. 475; 
Sotmds like Crums heard in — , I, 181, 

183. 

— -Grouse, 239. 

Sandalrwood ; II. 186 ; 248 , 350 ; 345 , 348. 

Sandu, ^71, and see Chandu, 

Sanf (Ohamba, Champa), II. 214. 

Sangin, Sangkan R., II. 3. 

Sanglich, Dialect of, 157. 

Sango^, the title {TaanghturC), II. 98, 99 . 

Sanltaiy Bfibots of Mountain Air, 161. 

Sanjar Sovereigns of Persia, 206. 

Sanuto of Torselli, Marino ; shows no know- 
ledge of Polo, cxli; his Map and Ggog. 
knowledge, eliii; his prophetic sense of 
the importance of long-range, 11. 1 38. 


-J , , 1 

• 

Sappan-wood, see Braail. 

Sapta-shaila,'' 11. 331 . 

Sapurgan (Shibrgdn), 140, 141 . y 

‘Saputa,* ‘Sqae,’ J[*eculiar use of, 391 . 

Sara! (Sara), capital 'of Kipchak, 4; the 
Cit^ and its remains, s ; perhaps occupie<i 
successive sites, 6 ; II. 484. 

Sea ot\Caspian), 56 ; II. 424. 

Saracens, see Mahandsdans, • 

Saras Crane, 263. 

Sardines, 11 . 379. 

I Sardu, 108. 

I Sarghalan R., 148. 

! Sarha, Port of Sumatra, 11 . 237. 

I Sar-i-Kul, lake%called, 134, 168 , x66. 
Sarsiii, II. 360. 

‘ Satin* probable origin of word, II. 189. 
Saumy SommOf silver ingots used in Kipchak, 
11. 479; perhaps the original Buble, 420. 
Sauromataey II. 396. 

I Savah (Saba), 78 , 76. 

I Savast (Siwas), 44. 

I Scasem, 148. 

I * Scherani,’ 94 . 

Sootra, see Socotra^ 

Sea of India, 81; ft; 102,158; 11.210; 856. 
• of Chin, II. 209, 210. 

j of England, II. 210. 

j of Rochelle, ib, * 

1 ofSarain, 11.484. 

I Leed, Imperial, 827, 879. 

1 of Pisan Prisoners, Ixxxv. 

j Secrets, Nicolas, xciii. 

, Catharine, wife of Mafieo Polo the 

Younger, ib. 

Sees; of Nestorian Church, 170, 172, 185, 
189; of Roman Church, 172, II. 189, 314. 
Sehwan, Cotton Trees in, II. 329. 

Seilan, see Ce>jhm, 

Self-decapitation, II. 285-286. 
Selitrennoi-Gorodok, 5, 6. 

* Selles, Ohevaux d deux,’ the phrase, II. 
375 - 

Seroal Tree, II. 329. 

Semenat, see Samnath. 

Sempad, Ai*menian Prince, 1 72. 

SendGd, a Silk texture, II. 5 , 28, 95, 148, 
825, 895. 

Sendemain, K. of Seilan, II. 258, 355. 
Seniy VerzinOy II. 314, 

Sensin, an Ascetic Sect, 267 , 285 seqq, 
Senshingy 286. 

Sentemur, II. 63 , see Iseniemur, 

Sephar, II. 381 . 

Sepulchre of Adam in Ceylon, II. 256 
seqq.y 261 , 362 . * %■ 
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Sapulchre, Ott from the Holy, IS, 19 , 86 . 
Serano, Juan de, II. 239. • 

^terazi (Shiraz), a Km. of Persia, 79 , 8 k. 
Sereodib, 11. 228. • • 

Seres, Ancient character of the, II. 167. 
Serpents ; Great, 1. e. Alligators, II. 49 ieqq., 

49; — in the Diamond Valle)^ 296 . 

Sesamd, 160 , 153; 11 . 864 . * 

Sesnes,* the 'word, ^i. 

Sevan, Lake, 55. 

^Severtsoff, M., shoots the Ocia Polt, 167. 
Sliahank&ra or Shawankara (Sonoara), 79 , 8 1 . 
Shabar, Son of Kaidu, II, 389. 

Shachau (Sachiu), 186, 196. 

Shadow, Augnry from lengtlf of, II. 299 . 

Shah Abbas, 273 ; his Court, 341. 

Jahan, 160. 

Shahr-i-Babek, 87. 

i-Nao (Siani^, II. 222. 

Miindi or — Pandi, 11 . 270-271. 

Shahristan, 81. 

Shaibav^i Khan, II. 412. 

Shuikh-uUJibai, 134; The Syrian — , 236. 
Sliaikhs (Esheka) in Madagascar, II. 846 , 348. 
Shaliat, II. 376. ^ 

Shamanism, 278, 289, 290 ; II. 61, see Devil^ 
Dancing, • 

Shampath, 5 r. 

Shainuthcra (Sumatra), II. 238. 

Shan; Race and Country, II. 37» JS, 43; — 
Dynasty in Yunnan, 43 , 48; Black and 

White-bellied 5,16.; 55, 57 *, 7* » ; 

82, 83- • 

Shanai's of Tinncvelly, II. 62, 294. 

Shangking and Tnngking, 308. 

Shangtu, Shangdu (CbanSuX 25 ; 268 ; 
Kublai’s Annuiil Visits to, 271. 

Kcibung, 268, 269. 

Shanhai-Kwan, 362, 

Shankarah, Shabankara (Soncara), 79 , 8 1, 82 . 
Shansi, II. 8. 

Shantung, II. 99; Silk in, 98 , *99; Peara 
from, 166. 

Shaohing-fu, II. 1 76, 1 78. 

Sharakhs, 14 r. 

Sharks and Shark-charmers, II. 267 , 274. 
Shawankara, 81. 

Shawls of Kerman, 89. 

Sheep; Fat-tailed in Kerman, 98 , 94; Wild 
— of Badakhshan, 160 , 154, of Pamer, 163 , 
t66 ; none in Manzi, II. 176 ; Large Indian, I 
896 ; — of Zanghibar, 866, 35 7 ; Singular | 
at Shehr, II. 878 , 379. 

Sheep’s head given to Horses, II. 288. 

Shehr or Shihr (EsherX IL 877 , 378, 879 , 
380. • 


Shenrabs, 289. 

Shensi, 11 . 14, 18, 128. 

Shentseu Tribe, II. 83. 

Sheuping, 11 . 83, 84. 

Shewa Plateau, 1 54. 

Shibrgan (Saxnirgan), 141, X43* 

Shien^sien, iShin^sien, 286, 287. 

Shieng, Sheng, or Sing, The Supreme Board 
of Administration, 886, 387 ; II. 116 . 
Shighnan, 15 r, 152, 164. « 

Shgarat Mala^ or Malay Chronicle, II. 230, 
^ 45 . 

Shikdrgah, appl. to Animal Pattern Textures, 
63. 

Shinking or Mukdon, 308. 

Shipa ; Chinese, 82 , number of sails, 35 ; — 
of Hormuz, 102 , 1 09 ; of the Great Kaan, 11 . 
104 ; of Manzi or S. China, described, 195 ; 
their size, 198 ; accounts of them by other 
Medieval Authors, 198-199; construction, 
198. 

Shiraz (Cerazi), 81 ; Wine of, 83. 

Shireghi, II. 392, 393. 

Shirhii, II. 37r. 

Shirwan, If^ 424, 425. 

Shi-tsung, KmpA'or, 273. 

Shoa, II. J69, J71, 372. 

Shor-Ab (Salt River), 146. 

Rdd(Do.), ri6. 

Shot of Military Engines, 11 . 124; 125- 
126.* 

Shulistam (Suolstan), 8 1 . 

Shdls or Shauls, a People of Persia, 8 r, 96. 
Shut-up Nations, Legend of the, cxxxviii, 60 , 

52,54. • 

Shweli, R., IL 72. 

Siam, 11 . 220; King of, 221; 222. 
Siangyaug-fu (Saianfh) II. 128 ; Alleged 
aid of the Polos in capturing, lii ; the 
Siege of, by Kublai’s Forces, II. 110, ti 2, 
129 ; difficulties in Polo’s account ; not re- 
moved by Pauthier ; notice by Wassaf ; the 
Chinese account; Rashid’s account, 130. 
Treiisure buried during siege, 132 ; 134. 
Siberia, sec II. 410 ,% 1 2 segq. 

Siclatoun, a kind of Texture, 249* H* 5 * 

Sick Men put to death by their Friends and 
eaten, II. 286 , 240. 

Siddharta, II. 262. 

Sidi ’Ali, II. 2, 379, 384. 

Sicn, Sicn-Lo, Sien-Lo-Kok fSiam, LocaoX 
II. 220, 22 r. 

Sifan, II. 38. 

Sigatay, 170 , see Chagatai, 

Sighelm, Envoy from K. Alfred to India, 11 . 
293 - 
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Si-hn, The Lake of Kinsay or Hangchau; 
Bright l>escriptions of, II. 146 , 154, 156, 
166 , 162 , 165, 167, 169. 

Sijistan, 96. 

Siju (Suthsian), U. 108 . 

Sikintinju, 807 , 308. 

Silk; called aiieUd (of Gilan), 61 ; grown, 
II. 7 , 18 , 18 , 14 , 17 , 98 , 99* loi, 108 , 116 , 
118 , 189 , 140 , 148 , 172 , 176 , 180 . 

■ ■ ■ — Stuffs an 4 Goods ; 48 ; 60 ; 60 ; of Tezd, 
84 , 8 s; 86; 175; ^^O; 368 ; 11 . 4 , 84 , 48 , 
60 , 60 , 62 , 79 ; 97 , 119 ; of Hangchau, 147 , 
155 ; 180 ; in Animal Patterns, I. 60 , 86, 
with Cheetas, 354, with Giraffes, II. 357. 

and Gold Stuffs; 41 ; 60 ; 67 ; 60 ; 70 ; 

101 ; 184 ; 824 ; 850 ; 840 ; 843 ; 868 ; II. 
4 , 5, 18 , 14 ; 95 , 116 v 118 , 189 , 148 , 168 ; 
825 , 346 . 

— Tent Ropes, 860 ; — ^Bed-furniture, 388 . 
•— iq Eweichau, II. 89 , 90 ; in Shantung, 
98 , 99, loi. 

Trade at Cambaluc, 868 ; at Kinsay, II. 

147 . 

, Duty on, II. 172 , and see I. 898 . 

, Cotton Tree, II. 329. 

Siloduri or Trusty Lieges of VJeltic Kings, II. 
284. 

Silver; Mines at Baiburt, 49; at Gumish 
Khai^ 49; in Badakhshan, 160; in N. 
Shansi, 251, 260; in Yunnan, II. 59; 
Russian, 418, 419. 

imported into Malabar, 11 . 485 , and 

Cambay, 833 . 

Chair, 313 , 3 * 7 .^ 

Island, II. 136. 

Simon, Metropolitan of Fare, II. 313. 

Magus, 278. 

Simiim, lilfiects of, 108 - 108 , 112. 

Simurgh, 11. 349 , 35 

Sind, xlvi ; Cotton bushes in, II. 329. 

Sindabnr (Goa), II. 326, 376. 

Sindachu (Siwanhwa-fu), 851 , 260, 261. 
Sindae^ II. 23 

Sindafti (Chingtu-fu), II. 88, 89 , 90. 
Sindbad ; his Story of thl^Diamonds, II. 298 ; 

of the Rukh, ^51. 

Sindhu-Sauvira, Sindh-Sdgor, 98. 

gh l er iBj The Board of Administration 
of a Great Province (in China), 886, 387 ; 
II. 16, 156, 188; The Twelve, 116 , 117. 
Singan-fu (K^anfti), II. 18 , 14 , 16, 17, 18 ; 

Christian Inscription at, t6 ; 20. 
Singapore, Singhapura, 35 ; II. 222, 224, 225. 
Singkel, II. 243. • 

Singphos, II. 56. • 

Singtur, Mongol Prince, II.' 74. 


Singuyli (Cranganore), II. 360. 
Sinhopalao(Aooaiiibale), K. of Chamba, 11 . 

818, 214 . I 

Sinj>CL (Siningfu), 24^, 243 . 

Sinju (Ichin-hien), II. 1 * 88 . 

Sinjuiaatu, II. 99 , 100, 108. 

Sinkalan, Sfn-ul-Sin, MahSchin, or Canton, 

I. 1575 u'-' 137, J90, 198- 

Sirif, 6t. k 

Sirjfo, 87, 91, 1 14. 

Sitting in Air, 279. 

Siuchau, II. 38, 92. 

Sivi^ II. 260 . 

Siwanhwa-fu, see Sindaohu. 

Si was (Sava 8 t), 45, 48. 

Siwastan, II. 360. 

Siwi, Cotton in, II. 329. 

‘ Six Towns * {Alti Shahr*\ 1 76. 

Sifja-goah or Lynx, 354. , 

Sladen, Major, II. 49, yr, 72, 155. 

Slaves and Slave Trade at Venice, Iv, c. 
Sledges, Dog-, II. 411 . ^ 

Slinj or Ziling^ a vroollen stuff*, 243, 248. 
Sluices of Grand Canal, II. 137. 

Smith, Major, R.E., jo6. 

Sneezing, Omen from, II. 800. 

Soap, use of in Naval fights, Ixvi. 

Socoti*a (Scotra), Island of, 338; 339; de- 
scribed, II. 840 ; account of, from ancient 
times, 342 seqq, 

Soer (Suhar), 11 . 876 , 284. 

Solala to China, Trade from, II. 3 ;4. 
£ogonii 2 n Boroan, 310, see Sagamoni. 

Sol, Arbre, see Arbre. 

Soldaia, Soldachia, Sudilk, Iv; 8, 3, 4 . 
Soldan, a Melic, II. 404 . 

Soli, Solli, Km. of (CAo/a or Tanjore), 11 . 
272 ; 299, 303. 

Solomon, House of, in Abyssinia, II. 369. 
Somnath (Semenat). II. 329, 834 , 336, 337, 
359 - 

Sonagar-paftanam, II. 307. 

Soncara (tVAatcanAdm), a Km. of Persia, 79, 
8r. 

Sonder Bandi Davar, see Sundara Pandi. 
Sondur and Condur (Pulo Condore Group), 

II. 219, 222 . 

Sopracomito of a Galley, Ixviii, Ixxv. 
Sorcerers, Sorceries ; of Pashai, 165, i,e, of 
Udyana, 156 ; of Kashmir, 158, 159 , 161 , 
865; of Lamas and Tibetans, 865, 278, II. 
88 ; of Dagroian, 886 ; of Socotra, Ml, 

345. 

Soman (t.e. Shahr-i-nau, Siam), II. 222. 
Soucat, II. 220. 

Spaan, or Ispahan, 81. * 
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Spelling Names in present Translation, Prin* 
ciplos of, clxi. * 

Spermaceti Whales, II. S41, 542, 846, 348. 

* Spezerie/ Sense of, ,43 a * 

Spices in China, Duty on, II. 172, 186. 

Sploe Wood, 860, 362 . m 

Spikenard, II. 2A, 226, 229 ; 

Spinello Aretini, Fresco by, Ixv, 1 10. 

"Spirits haunting Dd(|ertB, 181- 183 , 241. 
Spiritualism in China, 290. 

Spittoons, 406. 

Spodium, 117, 118 . 

Sport and Game, Notices of, in the Boftk, 

41 ; 84 ; 86; 141 ; 146 ; 160 ; 168 ; 261 ; 2 e 0 ; 
866; 369 ; II. 6; 12 ; 13 ; 48 ; 20 ; 86; 74 ; 
102 ; 116 ; 118 ; 119 ; 189 ; 140 ; 148 ; 
169 ; 176 ; 180 ; 186 ; 228 ; 242 ; 818 ; 
821 . 

Springolds, II. 122, 

Sprinkling of Drink, a Tartar rite, 266, 
272 . 

Sri-va' K»]|itham, II. 310. 

Ssechuen, II. 24, 30, 41, 42. 

Star of Bethlehem, Traditions about, 77. 
Steamers on Yangise-Kit^g, II. 1 36. 

Steel ; Mines of, 86 , 87 ; Indian, 88 ; Asiatic 
view of, 89 . * 

Stefani, Signor, xxxix, II. 437. 

Stiens of Kamboja, II. 50, 6r. 

Stirrups, Short and Long, II. 47, 49 . 
Stitched Vessels, 102, 109 . 

Stockade erected by Polo’s Party in Suma- 
tra, II. 286. a ^ 

Stone, Miracle of the, at Samarkand, 170 
seqq,, 1 72 ; the Green — th^re, 172. 

Towers in Chinese Cities, II. 147. 

Stones giving Invulnerability, 11. 206, 207 , 
208 . 

Suakin, II. 374. 

Submersion of part of Ceylon, II. 268, 
254. 

Subterraneous Irrigation, 85, 116 , 116. 
Suburbs of Cambaluc, 867 , 370. 

Subutai, Mongol General, II. 130. 

Suchau (Suju), II. 142, 144 , 145 . 
Sudarium, The Holy, 19^ 195 . 
Suddodhana, II. 262. 

Sugar ; grown, II. 79 ; Manufacture, II. 171 , 
180 ; revenue from, 172 ; art of Refining, 
•&., 188 ; of Egypt and China, 183; 188 , 
184. See also Wine. 

Suhchau (Sukohu), 196^ 247, 248. 
Suichang-hien, II. 1 78. 

Suicides before an Idol, II. 277, 285 , 
286 . 

Sukohu, kee SuhcXau, 


Bukohur, Province of, 196. 

Sukkothai, II. 22r. 

Sukldtj a stuff, 249. 

Suleiman, Sultan of Yunnan, II. 44, 48. 

Sulphur and Quicksilver, Potion of Longe- 
vity, II. 800 , 304. 

Sultan Shah of Badakhshan, 154. 

Sumatra, Island of (Java the Less), cxliii ; 
II. 226 ; circuit, 228; application of the 
name Java, ^. ; its gold, ^9; its King- 
doms, ; 230, 245, 248. 

, Samudra, City and Kingdom of (Sa- 
mara), II. 2)7; Legend of Origin; Ibn 
Batuta there, and others, 238; Position; 
latest mention, 237-238; 245. 

Sumbawa, II. 229. 

Summers, Professor, li. 22 t. 

Sumutaloy Swnuntala (Sumatra), II. 239, 

243. 

Sun and Moon, Trees of the, 12 1 seqq. 

Sundar Fulat (Pulo Condoi^e Group), II. 
219. 

Sundara Pandi Devar (Pondar Band! Da- 
v&r), a King in Ma’bar, II. 267 , 268 ; death 
of, 269; Dr. Qaldwell’s views about, 270, 
271. 

Another, II. 2 70. 

Sung, a Native Dynasty reigning in Southern 
China till conquered by Kublai, xliin their 
Paper-Money; effeminacy of, II. 10; Ku- 
blai’s War against, 107 seqq, ; 113 ; end of 
them, iff. ; 153, 160, see Manzi, King of. 

Sunnis and Shias, 151. 

Suolstan (Shulistan), k Km. in Persia, 79 , 
80. * 

Superstitions ; in Tangut, the devoted Sheep, 
184 , 187 ; the Dead Man’s Door, 186 , 188 ; 
as to chance-shots, 398 ; Remarkable, in 
Carajan, 47 , 50 ; of Sumatran People, 236 , 
240 ; of Malabar, 276 seqq. ; as to omens, 
280 , 800 . 

Sur-Raja, II. 3 10. 

Sushun, Regent of China, Execution of ( 1 86 1 ), 
383. 

Suttees in India, II. 277 , 286. 

Swans, Wild, 860, 261 . 

Swat, 152, 168. 

— River, 156. 

Syghinan (Shighndn, q. v.^ 149. 

Sylen (Ceylon), II. 360. 

Symbolical Messages, Scythian%nd Tartar, II. 
428, 4*9- 

Syrian Christians, II. 367. 

Syrhapies Pallasii (BarguerlAc), 239 ; im- 
migration df this bird into England, 240. 
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T. 

Tabashir, 11 . 2o8, 331. 

Talde of the Great Kaan, 888. 

Tables, how disposed at Mongol Feasts, 340. 
Tablet, the Emperor’s, adored with Incense, 
847 , 348. 

Tablets worshipped by the Oathayans, 404 , 
406. 

Tablets of Authority, Golden (or Pdizah ) ; 
presented by the Kaan to the Brothers 
Polo, 14 ; their powers and privileges, 16 ; 
again presented, 82 ; bestowed on dis- 
tinguished Captains, 812 ; their nature and 
inscriptions, 318 ; Lion’s-Head Tablets and 
Gerfalcon Tablets, 88 and 818 . Note on 
the subject, 314; — granted to Governors 
of different rank, 886. 

Tabellionato of Notaries, ci. 

Tabriz (Tauris), liv, 7O-72 ; 11 . 404, 425* 
Tachindo, see Tathsianiu. 

Tactics, Tartar, 229 - 280 , 232, 333 ; II. 390 - 
891 . 

* Tacuin,’ 400 , 401. ^ 

TadinlU, H. 97 , 100 . 

Taeping (or Taiping) Sovereigns* Effeminate 
Customs, II. XI. 

Taeping Insurrection and Devastations, 276; 

n. 117, 119, 134, 138, 140, 144, 154. 
Tafurs, 277. 

Tagaohcur, II. 402 , 405, 406. ** 

Tagaung, II. 71, 76. 

Taianiy II. 365. 

Taianftl (Thaiyuan-fu), II. 6 ; /lescribcd, 6, 8. 
Taican (Thaikan, Talikan), see Ttdikan, 
Taichau (Tiju), II. 1 1 7. 

Tcddu or Daitu, Kublai’s New City of Cam- 
baluc, 268; 831 , 333. 

Taikhing, II. 15, 16. 

Taikung, II. 74, 76. 

Tailed Men; in Sumatra, II. 248 , 243;- 
elsewhere, 244 ; Englishmen, ib, 

^Tailors, none in Maabar, II. 274 . 
Taish-khsn, 147. 

Taiting-Oi (Ta^Unftl) or Yenchau, II. 99. 
Taitong-fd, see TMung» 

Tajiks, 146, 15 1. 

TakfdTy II. iro. 

TMd-uddin-al-Thaibi, II. 269.- 
Talains, II. 4^. 

Talas R., II. 389. 

Tali-fn (City of CarajanX H- Ah 42, Ah 45 » 
48, 69, 74. ® 

Talikan, Thaikan (Taioan), f43, 144 , 146, 

154. 


TaUiea, Record by, II. 68, 60. 

Tameuriiid, how used by Pirates, II. 828 . 

Tana (AzovX 3 l 1I, Ixxi, c. o 

— ^ (near Bombay^ ^m. ol^ II. 302 ; 829 ; 
880 ; 331; 336, 337; 3595 376. 

<^Maiamba, II. 331. 

Tttnasi clotji, \b. 

Tangnu-oolla, a branch of Altai, T94. 

Txuigut, Prov. of, 18 (!i^ 185 ; applications of* 
the name, tb. ; 192, 196 , 196 ; 216; 241 , 
243. o 

Tanjore, II. 276, 272 ; Suttees at, 286 ; 289 ; 
Fertility of, 303. 

Tankiz Khin (applied to Chinghiz), 2 1 8. 

Tanpiju, tl. 179 , 176, 177. 

I Tantras, The, 279, 287, 290. 

Taosse Sect, 285 ; persecuted under 

Kublai, t6. ; names applied to, 286 ; Prac- 
tices and Rites, 287; 1 application of the 
name to Foreign Heretics, 289. 

Taprdbanay Mistakes about, II. 238. 

Tarakai, II. 407. ^ ^ 

Tarantula, II. 282 , 800 . 

*Tarcasoi,’ the word, 327. 

Tarem or Tarum, 1 14. 

Tnrmabala, grandson of Kublai, 322. 

Tiiroky Burmese name for Chinese, II. 76, 

Mau, and — Myo,^»6. 

I Tartar Language, 12 . 

Tartars, 1 ; 5 ; 10 ; 12 ; 60 ; different cha- 
racters used by, 27 ; identified with Gog 
and Magog, 5 2 ; 73 ; 86 ; 91 ; 92 ; 98 ; 142 ; 
thePx* ^rst city, 208 ; their original coun- 
try, 204 ; tributary to Prester John, ib , ; 
their Revolt and Migration; make Chin- 
gbiz their King, 209 ; his Successors, 216 ; 
their Customs, 219 ; Houses, &c., 220 , 
221; Waggons, 220 , 221; Chastity of 
Women, 280 , 222; Polygamy, ; their 
Gods, 224 ; and Domestic Idols ; their 
Drink, ^Kemiz (Kumtz); Clothing; Note 
on 7 ’artar Religion, 225 ; on Kumfz, 226; 
their Arms and Horses, 228 ; their Military 
Organization; their Sustenance on rapid 
marches, 229 ; their Portable Curd ; Mode 
of Engaging, 280 ; present degeneracy, t6. 
Note on their Arms, 230; Decimal Organi- 
zation, 231; Blood - sucking ; Portable 
Curd, 232; Tactics and Cruelties; Ad- 
ministration of Justice, 284 ; Marriage of 
deceased young couples, ib. and 235 ; the 
Cudgel among them, 235 ; Punishment of 
Theft ; Rubruquis’s account of, 207 ; Join- 
villc’s, 209 ; their Custom to play and sing 
in concert before a Fi^t, 801 ; their want 
of Charity to the Poor, 898 ; t^eir objec- 
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tion to meddle with things pertaining to 
the Dead, II. 74; their emploj^ent of 
Military Engines, II. [30 seqq, ; 142 ; their 
Cruelties, 142 ; their excellence in Archtry, 
II. 67; their equipment with Arrows of 
two sorts, 890-891 ; their Marriages Cus- 
toms,. I. 32, 820 ? II. 399. 

Tartars in the Far North, II. 4116 . 

of the Levant, s^ Levant. 

of the Fonent, see Fonent. ^ 

Tartary Cloths, 239. 

Tathsianlu or Tachindo, II. 29, 30, 33,41,42. 
Tathsing R., II. 99, 106. , 

Tathung or Taitongfu, 216, 251, 252, 253. 
Tattooing, II. 43 ; 62 , 56 ; 80 ) 82 f 181 ; 238 ; 

Artists in, 186 , 190. 

Tauriz, see Tabriz, 

Taurizi, Torizi, 70, 72 . 

Tawalisi, II. 396. , 

Tawankolo, II. 90, 92. 

Taxes. See Customs, Duties, Tithe. 
Tchakiri }J^ndou, 363. 

Tea-Trees in Eastern Tibet, II. 3 7. 

Tebet, sec Tibet. 

Teeth; custom of casing in Gold, II» 62 , 55, 
56, 57; — of Adam, or of Buddha, 269 , 
264, 265, 266 ; Conservation of — by the 
Brahmans, 300 . ^ 

Tegana, II. 402, 405 . 

Teimur (Temur), Grandson and successor of 
Kublai, 821 , 322, 323 ; II. 11 1, 389. See 
Timur, 

Tekhwa Porcelain, II. 190. • ^ 

Tekla Hamainot, II. 293. 

Telo Samawe, II. 238. ^ 

Tembul (Betel), 'chewing, II. 306 , 3 1 r. 
Temkan, son of Kublai, 323. 

Temple, Connexion of the Order of the, 
with Ciliciun Armenia, 24. 

, Master of the, 1 te, 24. 

Temple's account of the Condor, II. 35 r. 
Temujin, see Chinghiz. * 

Tenduo, Flain of, 212 , 213 ; Province of, 
249, 251 . 

Tengri^ the Supreme Deity of the Tartars, 
225, 226. 

Tennasserim, II. 221, 229. 

Tents, The Kaan’s, 860, 364 * 

Terl&n, a kind of Falcon, 91. 

Teroa Mns., II. 353. 

Terra Australis, II. 2x8. 

TerzatUtoli^ Ixi. 

Thai, Great and Little, II. 229. 

Thaigin, 11 . 15, 16. 

Thaiyuanfu (Taianfu), II. 8 . 

Thang Dyftwty, 11 . 17, 154. 


Thard-waJahy sec Bmat and Bird Patterns, 
Theatre, Malibran, Iviii. 

Theft, Tartar Funishment of, 284, 235 . 
Theistic Worship, 404, 406. 

Thelasar, II. 365. 

Theobald or Tedaldo of Fiaoenza, 16; 
chosen Pope, as Gregory X., 19 ; Notes on 
election and character, 20, 2 1 ; sends two 
friars with the Polos, and presents for the 
Kaan, 21. • 

Theodorus, K. 0? Abyssinia, II. 3 70. 
Theophilus, a Missionary, II. 343. 

Thian-Shan, 166, 167, 176; II. 389. 
Thiante-Kiun, 251, 252. 

Thin PEvSque, Siege of, II. 124, 127. 

Thirme of Plotemy, II. 16. 

Tholoman, see Colomdn. 

Thomas, see St. Thomas. 

of Mancasola, Bishop of Samarkand, 172. 

y Mr. Edward, II. 79. 

Thread, Brahmanical, 11. 299. 

‘Thi-ee Kingdoms* (San-Kvr€\ II. 25, 
Threshold, To step on the, a great offence, 
389 , 341, 342. 

Thsang-chau, II. ^6, 99. 

Thsinan-fu (Chinangli), II. 99, 100. 
Thsing-chau, II. 100. 

Thsining-chau, II. lor, xo2. 

Thsing-ling, II. 20. ' * 

Thsiuan-chau, see Zayton. 

Thuran Shah’s Hist, of Hormuz, 113. 

Tibet (Tebet), Province of, II. 26 , 29, 31 , 88 ; 
Boundary of, 29 ; its acquisition by the 
Mongols obscure, ;* organization under 
Kublai, ib, f 33. 

Tibetans, 72; Superstitions of, 187, 188; 
and Kashmiris (Tebet and Sesimur), sor- 
ceries of, 866, ^6 ; accused of cannibalism, 
;» 75 ; 

Tides in Hangchau Estuary, II. 165. 

Tierce, Half-Tierce, &c., Houj:s of, IL 800 * 
303 - 304 . 

Tigado, Castle of, 140. 

Tigei-s; trained to the chase, 354, 355; in 
Kweichau, II. 90, but see Lions, 

Tigris, R., The Wolga so called, 6 , 9. 
Tigudar (Acomat Soldan), II. 399. 

TJju, II. 116, 1 x 7 . 

Tiles, Enamelled, 826 , 328. 

Tilings, Telingana, Tilink, Telenc, II. 297, 
360. * 

Timur (the Great), 173, II. 128. 

Ting, 10 Taels of Silver (or a tael of Gold), 
362 ; II. 173 . 

Tinnevelly, 11.^07, 310. 

Tintoretto, Domeni^, Picture by, Ixvi. 



522 


TITHE. 


INDEX, 


TURKMAN. 


Tithe on clothing material, 808 . 

Tithing Men, Chinese, 11 . 157. 

Tjajya, see Choiaoh. 

Toddy, see Wine of Palm. 

Togan, II. 405. 

Toghon-Temur, last Mongol Emperor, his 
Wail, 268. 

Togrul Wang Khan, 204, see Preater John. 

Toktai Khan (Toctai, Loi*d of the Ponent), 
c ; II. 418 ,' 421 , 426 Wars of, with 
Noghai, 428 seqq, 

Tolobuga, see Tulabugha. 

Tolon-nnr, 269. 

Toman (Tuman), Mongol word for 10,000, 
or a Corps of that number, 94, 9; ; 2 ^ 9 , 
151; II. 182 , 157, 169; iri; m, 173, 
174; 393 - " 

Tomb of Adam, see Adam. 

Tongking, Tungking, II. 82, 83, 213, 214. 

Tonocam (Ttin-o-Kain), a Km. of Persia, 
79 , 82 ; 119 , 120, 138. 

Tooth-Relique of Buddha, II. 269 ; its history, 
264-265. 

Torchi, DorjX First-born of Kublai, 322, 323. 

Tomesel, 878 , 381, II. 472. 

Toro R., 308. 

Torshok, II. 420. 

Torture by constriction in raw Hide, II. 207. 

^Toscaol* or Watchman, 868; the word, 
362. 

Totamangu, Totamangul, see Tudai^ 
Mangka, 

Tozan (Tathung ? ), 253. 

Tower, Alarm, at, Peking, 882 , 335 ; 
Einsay, 11 . 148 . 

Trade, Dumb, II. 416-417. 

of India with Hormuz, 101 ; with 

Egypt, II. 878 , 374, 375; with Esher, 
877 ; with Dofar, 880 ; with Calate, 882 ; 
— at Cambaluc, I. 868 ; on the Caramoran, 
II. 12 ; on the Great Kiang, 23 , 188 ; at 
Chinangli, 97 ; at Sinju Matu, 101 ; at 
Kinsay, 146 , 172 ; at Fuchau, 188 ; at 
Zayto|i, 186 ; at Malaiur, 223 ; at Cail, 
806 ; at Coilnm, 812 ; in Melibar, 825 ; 
at Tana, 880 ; at Cambaet, 883 ; at Soco- 
tra, 841 . 

Trades in China not hereditary, II. 154. 

‘ Tramontaine,’ II. 239. 

Transmigration, 404 ; II, 268 . 

Traps for Animals, 11 . 412 , 414. 

Trayancore Baja, II. 315. 

Treasure of Bings’ of Maabar, II. 276 , 
284. ^ 

Trebizond, Izzi ; 84 ; Emp^brs of, and their 
Tails^ II. 244. ^ ' 


Trebuohets, II. 120 , 121, 122, see MUiiary 
Engithts, 

Trees ; of the Sun and Moon, &o., 121 seqq^ 
dee Arhre So! and A^re Sec ; ' superstitions 
about, 124, 129; by the Highways, 8944 
producing Wine, II. 286 - 286 / 240, 242 , 
264 ; pr^ucing Flour, ^ 842 . 

‘ Tregetour,* the word, 342. 

Trevisan, Jordan, xli^^^ liy, zciii. * 

^^iordelisa? ib. 

, Maroca and Pietro, xciii. ^ 

, Azzo, cv. 

— j — y Marc* Antonio, Doge, zxziz, cy. 

Trincomalec, II. 274. 

Tringano, fX. 22B. 

Trinkat, II. 250. 

^Trusty Lieges,* Devoted Comrades of K. 
of Maabar, 11 . 276 , 283. 

Tseuthung, II. 188. 

TsiamdOy II. 42. 

Tsiang^Kiun Q General *), II. 207. 

Tsien-Tang R.. II. 156, 165, 177, 

19 r; Bore in the, 113. 

Tsing-chau or Kuku Khotan, 25 2. 

Tsintsuci, II. 182. I, 

Tsiusima Island, II. 2o;. 

Tsongkhapa, Tibetan Reformer, 278. 

Tsukuzi in Japan, II. 295, 206. 

Tsung-ngan-hien, II. 178, 182. 

Tuc, Tuk, or Titifhy the Horse-tail or Yak- 
tail Standard, 229 , 231. 

Tudai, II. 402. 

«.Tudah Mangku (Totamangu or Totaman- 
gul), II. 421, 423, 426, 42 ^9, 480. 

Tughan, Tuk^n, Son of Kublai, 323, II. 214. 

Tughlak Shah, a Karaunah, 95. 

Tulabugha (Tolobuga), II. 426 , 427, 428. 

Tuli, or Tului, Fourth Son of Chinghiz, xli, 
II. 18. ^ 

^uman, see Toman. 

Tumba, Angelo di, ly. 

Ttin, a City of E. Persia, 82. 

Tdn-o-Kain, see Tonooaln. 

Tunganiy or * Conyerts,* a class of Mahome- 
dans in Northern China and Chinese Tur- 
kestan, 255, 256. 

Tungchau (Tinju), II. 117. 

Tungkwan, Fortress of, 11 . 16. 

Tunguses, 238. 

Tunny-fish, 102 , 109, II. 878 . 

Turblt, II. 826 , 326. 

Turcomanla (Turkey), 48 , 44. 

Turkey, Great, t. e, Turkestan, 176 ; II. 
229; 884 , 887 , 892 , 408 . 

Turkman, 44, 96 ; Turkmans and Turks, 
distinction between, 44 ; — Hohies, 48 , 44* 
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• 

Turfs ; Ancient Mention of, 53; — and 
Mongols, 259. . • 

Turquans, or Turkish Horses, 48. 

Turmeric, II. 180. • 

Turquoises; in Kei*mkn, 86 , 87; in Caindu, 
*11.84. 

Turtle-doves, 91. • * 

Tutia; Preparation of, 117, 1 18 ;ill. 888 . 
Jiiticorin, II. 308 , 309 . * 

Tutsong, Sung Emperof of China, II. 113, 
167. 

P^'er, II. 420. 

Twelve ; a favourite round number, II. 360. 

Barons over the Kaan’s AdministifU 

tion,886; 11.116. • 

Twigs or Arrows, Divination ly, 214. 
Tyunian, II. 412. 

Tyunju Porcelain manufacture, II. 186. 
Tzarev, 6. 

U. 

Uoaca (iJiRik, Ukek), a City on the Wolga, 
6 ; account of, 8 ; II. 41 9. 

Uchh, II. 360 ; Multan, I. 82. ^ 

Udyana, 156, 157. • 

Ughuz, Legend of, 11 . 416. • 

Uigur Character, 13 ; 37, 28; 315. 

Uigurs, 72; 193; 2<J4; 206; II. 141; 389; 
392. 

Uiraca, 247, 248. 

Uirad, see Oirad, 

Ujjain; Legend of, 286; 3f o. ^ 

Ukiang, II. 92. . * 

Ulahai, 247, 248. 

Ulatai, II. 402, 406. 

Ulugh Bagli in Badakhshan, T46. 

Uman and Peman (‘ Black and White Barba- 
rians’), 11. 43. 

Umbrellas, 818 ; 316 . 

Unc Can (Aung Khan), see Frester John. 
Ung (Ungkiit), a Tartar Tribe, 860$ 259. 
Ungrat (Kungurat), a Tartar Tribe, 818, 320. 
Unicom, t. e. Rhinoceros, 11. 71 ; in Su- 
matra, 11. 227 ; Legend of Virgin and 
— , 233 ; Horns of, 234; 242; 828. 
Unken, 11. 180, 182. 

Unlucky Hours, 11. 800. 

Urduja, Princess, 11. 396. 

Uriangkadai, II. 29. 

Urumtsi, 193. 

Uttungadeva, K. of Java, II. 218. 

Uwek, see Uoaca. 

Uzbegs of Kunduz, 149. 


V. 

Vair (The Fur and Animal), 224; II. 411, 
412, 474 , 416, 416 , 418. 

— — as an epithet of Eyes, cxlvii ; 319. 
Vambery, Professor Hermann, 176, 193, 357, 
JS 7 ; u. 396- 
Van, Lake, 55. 

Vanchu (Wangchu)*" conspires^ with Chen- 
chu against Ahmad, 872 ; is slain, 878 ; 
cxxiv. 

Varaegian, Varangian, II. 420. 

Varaha Mihira, 98. 

Varini, II. 420. 

YasmulOy 256. 

Vateria India, 11 . 3 3 2.« 

Vcdala, 11 . 274. 

Vellalars, 11 . 308. 

Venadan, Title of K. of Kaulam, 11 . 315. 

I Venetian pronunciation, cxxiv, clx. 

1 Venice and Genoa, Rivalry and Wars of, Ixx 
i seqq.'y Peace of 1299 , 1 XXX. 

! Return of the Polos to, xxxvi, liv, 34 ; 

; Mansion of the Polo Family at, Iv. seqq , ; 

Marco’s rcturnoto, from captivity at Ge- 
I noa, Ixxxi, xcii. 

Ventilators at Hormuz, 11 . 888 , 384. 

* Vemiques,’ the word, 3 S 9 , 340. 

Verzino Colonibino, and other kinds of Ver- 
zino on Brazil, II. 315. 

Vessels oqthe Kiang; Vast numbers of, II. 

182 , 133 ; their size, 183 , 136. 
Vijayanagar, II. 298. , 

Vikramajit, legend of, II. 286. 

Vikrampur, 11 . 64. 

Villard de Honcourt, Album of, 11 . 126. 

Vineyards, 174; 11. 4, 6 , 6 , 8 . 34. 

Virgin and Unicom, 11 . 227 , 233-234. 
Visconti, Maileo, of Milan, Ixxx. 

, Tedaldo or Tebaldo (Pope Gregory 

X.), xlix, 16, 18, 20. See Theobald. 
Vochan (or Unchan, Yungchang), 11. 52, 
58, 59 ; Battle there, 62, 68 , 66 , 67, 69. 
Vokhan, see Wakhan, 

Vughin, II. 148. 

Vuju (in Kiangnan), ib, 

(in Chekiang), 11 . 178 , 177. 


W. 

Wakhan (Vokhan); Dialect of, 15 1 ; 152 ; 
]f2, 164. 

Walashjird, loo. 

Wall ; of Alexander (or Caucasian), 5 1 ; an- 
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other, 52, 54; of China, 257; of Pekin^^, 
881, 331. 

Walnut-oil, I 8 O, 15 - 3 . 

Wang,‘ Chin. Title,' ‘ King,* 208. 

Wangchu (Vanobu), 37^-3 77‘ 

Wareg, Warang, II. 420. 

Wassa^ The Historian ’Abdullah son of Faz- 
lullah of Shiraz surnamed ; perhaps drew 
information from Polo, czliv, his eulogf of 
Kublai, 2^ ; his account of the taking of 
Siangyang, II. 112 ; of ^Kinsay, 169 ; of 
Ma’bar, 269 ; of the Hoi*se Trade to India, 
285 ; of the ti*eatment of Horses there, 
288 ; sample of his extravagant style, 425 . 
Water; Bitter, see that; Custom of lying 
in, 108, 112 ; consecration by Lamas, 272 . 
— — Clock, 335. c 

Wathek, the Khalif, 54 . 
Weather-Conjuring, 92; 158, 139 ; 265, 
272 seqq.; II. 811, and see Conjuring, 

Wei R. (in Shensi), II. 1 2. 

(in Shantung), II. 102. 

Wen R. (Do.), 11 . loi. 

Weining, II. 92, 93. 

Whale-oil, 102 , 109. 

Whales, II. 195; how ^taken in Socotra, 
811 ; of the Indian Ocean, 342 ; 348 ; 356. 
Wheaten Bread, not eaten, II. 39, 44 . 
White; — ‘City,* 261 , meaning of the term 
among Tartars, II. 7 ; — ‘ City of the Manzi 
Fibntier,* 11 . 19, 21 ; — Camels, I. 217; 

Devils, 291, 294 ; — Feart, at Kaan’s 
Court, 1 . 816, 317 , 348 ; — Horde, II. 412 ; 
— Horses, and Mares, I. 265, offered to 
the Kaan, 2 jr, 816. f 
Whittington and his Cat in Persia, 6r. 

Wild Asses, see Asses. 

— Oxen, see Oxen. 

WilUam, Friar, of Tripoli, 21 ; his writings, 
22 , 23 . 

Williamson, Rev. A., II. 1 7. 

Win<|^ Poison-, 102-108, 112 . 

Wlnd^of the Vine), in Persia, 79 ; Boiled, 
80, 83 , 115, 147 ; laxity of Persians about, 
83 , 9^ ; of Khotan, 171, and note ; in Shansi, 
II. 6 ,* 7 ; imported at Kinsay^ 159. 

Bloe-, 391; 11. 35, 39, 52, 85, 159, 

160, 172, 856, 878. 

of the Palm, II. 285-386, 240 ; 212; 

251 . 

, from Pugar, II. 818, 878. 

— , from Dates, 101, 108 ; II. 856, 878. 

, not used in Ma’bar, II. 279 . 

‘ Winter,’ used for ‘ Rainy Season,* II. 3^. 
Wisu, a People of Russia, II. (^17. 

Women, Respectful Treatment of, 11 . 161. 


Women, Island of, 11 . 339, 340. 

Wonders performed by the Baosi, 866 , 279 
308,309. 

W^od, Captain Joh^ Indian Navy, 1 ; his exc«- 
lent illustrations of Polo intheOxns Coun- 
tries, 1640097. 

Wo^-oil, II. 195; i 97 .<ip 

Wool, Sals nander’s, 1 94. 

Worship, suppoM(h of Mahomed, 
Tartar, 221, 225 f by the Baosis, 227 ; of 
fire, 268 ; Chinese, Id. 

of the first object seen in the Day, If 

227, 231 . 

Wolga R. (Tigeri), 5, 6, 8, 9; II. 4 i 5 » 42o, 
424. 

Wuchau, II. 1 78. 

Wukiang-hien (Vughin?), II. 145. 

Wylie, Mr. A. S., 286 ; II. i6, 20 seqq . ; 24, 
132, 264. 

X. 

Xavier at Socotra, II. 343. 

Xanadu, 269. 

Y. 

Yachi City (Yunnan-fu), II. 39, 40, 41, 42 » 
43 , 45, 58. 

Tadah, Yadah^Tdsh (alias /odaA), the Science 
and Stone for Weather-Conjuring, 273. 

Yajiij and Majilj, Gog and Magog. 

Yak^^jlesci’ibed, 211, 243 ; its size and horns, 
244 ; cross-breeds, 211, 244. 

Yak-tail standard, 231; decorations, 11 . 294. 

Ya’kilb Beg &i Kashghar, 1 74. 

Yakuts, II. 414. 

Yalung R., II. 38, 42. 

‘Yam* or ‘Yamb* (a post or post-house), 
888 , 390; II. 169. 

Yamgan, 153. 

Yamori,*!!. 243. ^ 

Yangchau (Yanju), City, 387 ; II. 116, 1 19 ; 
Marco’s government there, li ; II. 116, 
117; 182 ; Province of, 187. 

Yarbeg of B^akhshan, 148. 

Yarkand (Yarcan), 178. 

Yarligh and Paxzah^ 288, 314* 

Yas(U (Yezd), 81. 

, a stuff so called, ih. 

Yashm (i.e. Jade), 1 77. 

Yasodhara, II. 262. 

Yavanas, II. 307. 

Ydifu, 251. 

Year, Chinese, 344; Mongol and Chinese 
— Cycle, 100, 403. ' 
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YelTow or Orthodox Lamas, 279, 288. ! 

Yelimala (Mt. d*Ely), II. 321. * ! 

Yemen, II. 367, 380, and see Aden. | 

^enchau (in Shantung), II. 99, loi. « 

(in Chekiang), If. 1 78. 

Venching, II. 114, 

Yenkiiig (Old Peking), xliii, 333, 334. * ' 

Yenshan, II. 1 78. $ 

^Yesubuka II. 405. ^ 

Yesudar, II. 889 , 39^ 

Yesugai, Father of Chinghiz, 209. 
•Fesun-Temur, Mongol Emperor, 271. 

Yetsina (Etzina), 202. 

Yezd (Yasdi), 84; — silks, ib. and 11. 5.* 
Youth, Island of, II. 316. ^ 

Ypr^s, John of, his notice ot^^olo, c.\liv. 

Yrac, 70 . 

Ysetnain of lIMie, II. 130. 

Yu, see Jade, 

Yuen^ Mongol Imif. Dynasty so styled, 333 ; . 
ir. 77. 

-min- Yuen Palace, 269. 

Yuechi, 

Yugria, Yughra, II. 414, 416, 423* 

Yukshan Portage, II. lyy-iyS. ^ 
Yuugchang-fu (in Shensi^ 243. 

(in Yunnan, Voo]ian),« 62 , 53, 55, 56, j 

59, 62 , 63 , 66, 7r, 72. 

Yungehun, II. 190. • 

Yungning-fu, II. 42. 

Yunnan (Carajan, q. v.); MaiWs Mission 
to, li, 27, II. I I- 298 ; ii- 29 ; 36, 57 ; 
39, 40 seqq,\ 49 ; 5^; 57 ; 591 60; 63; 

69; 71; 7 i; 79; 8 j; 90; 91: 9 >- 

Yunnan-fu (Yaohi), II. 40, 74, 9.'. 

Yuthia, Ayudhya (med. Capftal of Siam), 
xliii ; II. 221, 222. 


JL 


z. 

Zaila’, II. 347, 369, 371. 

Zaituniah, a silk stuff, II. 189. 

Zampa (Chamba), IT. 215 . 

ZanghibEur (Zangibar, Zanjibar, Zanzibar), 
II. 339; 346 , 346 , 348; Ivory Trade, 
350 ; 354; name, ; €||scribed, 356 ; 
its Blacks, i&e; Women of, t&. ; application 
of name, 357; 365. 

Zanton (Shantung ?), xxxv. 

Zardandan or ^Gold-Teeth,’ a People of 
Western Yunnan, II. 52, 55, 56, 59; 62. 

Za3rton, Zaitun, Zeiton (Thsiuanchau or 
Chinchau), the griat Medieval Port of 
China, II. 137; 183, 184; described, 186 
s&iq , ; Kaan’s Revenue from, 186 ; identity 
of, 188 ; alleged origin of name, ih.\ name 
not extinct in 16 th cent. ; medieval notices, 
189; origin of the word Satin, ih. ; ships 
of, 209; 210, 2 n ; 217; 3r4- 

Zcdoary, II. 323. 

Zenier, Abate, lix. 

Zerms {Jerms)^ 41. 3 74 . 

Zcrumbct, II. 323. 

Zettani, II. 189. 

Zhafar (Dhafar, Dofar), II. 380. m 

Zic (Circassia), II. 421, 422 . 

Zimme', «ee Kiany-mai. 

Zinc, 118.^ 

Zinj, Zingis, II. 34 J, 354 , 357 . 358, 359 - 

Zorza, II. 207, see Cb^rcha. 

Zu’lkarnain ^ulcamiain, i.e. Alexander), 
149,152. 

Zurpicar (Zu’lRkar), 192. 
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Narrative of Sale’s Brigade in Affghanistan. Post 8 vo. 2d. 

Life of Robert Lord Clive. Post 8 vo. 8 d. 6d. 

Sir Thomas Munio. Post 870 . 3d. 6d. 
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GOLDSMITH’S (Oi.iyiR> Works. ANew|ldiUon. Edited with 

Votes b 7 PsxBB CusmoEAiL Vignettes. 4Vols. 8 to. Skm.* 

GONOORA; An Historical Essay on tko Timiis of Philip IIL and 

lY. of Spein. 'With lltnstrations. By AacaDSACOa Cuustoa. PSr- 
trait. StoIs. PostSvo. r 

GORDON’S (Sir Alix. Durt) Sketches of German Life, and Soenei 
fromtheWarofLiberatioii. From the German. Postavo. 3i*6d, 

c 

— (Labt Dui?) Amber-Witch: A Trial tor Witch 

craft. From the German. PostSro. 8s. 

• f 

French in Alters. 1. The Soldier of the Foreign 
L<rgion. 8. The Frbioners of Abd-el-Kadii» Aom the French 
Post 8yo. 8f . f 

•i 

GOTJGER’S (Kerry) Personal Narrative of Two Tears’ Imprison* 
ment in Burmah. Second JSditum, Woodcuts. PostSvo. 

t 

GRAMMARS (LATinand G reer). SeeCuRTius; Hutton ;MATini.E, 

Bmitb; Kiko Edward YIth., Ac. &c. 

GREECE (History or). See Grote— S niTn. 

GRENVILLE (The) PAPERS. Being the Public and Private 

Correspondence of George Grenville, including Ills Frivatk Dxart, 
Edited by W.J^rRiiiTH. SYole. Svo. 16c. eaelf. 01 , 

GREY’S (Earl) Correspondence with King WilliamfIVth. and 
Sir Herbert Taylor, from November, 1830, to the Passing of the Reform 
, Act in 1832. EYols. 8vo. dOe. » 

' Parliamentary Govemment and Reform; with 

Saggestions for tbe Improtement of our Representative System. 
Soiom £diiion. Svo. Oa 

GRHNER’S (Lswis) Terra-Cotta Arc|)itecti)re of North Italy, 

From careful Drawings and Restorations. *Wi^ Illustrations, engraved 
and printed in Colours. Small folio. Bh 5s, ^ 

GBOTE*S^(Geor6e) History of Greece. From the^lArlieBt Times 
to tbe close of the generation contemporary with tbe death of Alexandei 
the Great. FourCh FdUion, Portrair, Maps, and Plans. 8 Yols. 8vo 
118s. Or, Popular Edition, Portrait and Plans. 12 Yols. Post 8vo. 
Cs. each. 

— - Plato, and the other Companions of Socrates, 

I Second Edition, 3 Yols. 8vo. 45s. 

%* Alphabetical Isdex to the above work, Svb, 2s, 6d. 


-r- — r-r- (Ub8.) Memoir of the Life of Aiy Seheffer. Second 

" JUittoi. With Portrait. 8vo. 8i.6d. 

GHlEO^ (M.) Meditations on Cbrisrianiiy, and on the Religions 
; . Questim^ ibe Day. Part I. The Essence. Part IL The Present 
^ ‘ State. SYwb. PostSyo. 20s. 
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{ALLAH’S (HnRYLContMtntioiuJ Hiitoiy of England, from (ho 

• leeesHion of Heniy the Seventh to the Death of George the Second. 
Stm^lhEdmim, 3y(d8.8vo. 30e.t or3 Vole. PoetSvo. 18«. 

History of Earope daring tlie Middle Ages. Tenth 

mtion. dVolB. Svo. 80e.,or3 Vole. Post 8vo. 18*. 

Literary History of Europe, daring ^he 15th, 16th and 

^ 17th Centuries. J^ourth iditum, 3 Vole. Svo. 36t., or 4.Vole. Post 

• 8vo. 24i. 

Historical Works. Containing History of England, 

—Middle Agee of Europe,— Literary History of Europe. Complete 
in 10 Vole. Post Svo. Se. each. 

• Student’s History of the Middle Ages. With 

Anthor'fl liippleniental Notes and latest Corrections. Edited by Wm. 
Smith, D.C.L. Post Svo. {In the Press,) 

Student’s Constitutional History 0^ England. With 

the Author's latest Additions and Corrections. Post Svo. (7n the Prett.) 

(Arthue) Eemains; in Verse and Prose. Portrait. 

Fcap. Svo. Ss. ed. 

HAMILTON’S (Jamss) Wanderings in North Africa. With Illustra- 
tions. Post Svo. 12s. 

HANNAH’S (Bet. Dr.) Hampton Lectures for 1868; the Divine 

and Human Elements in Holy Scripture. Svo* 10s. 6d. 

HART’iAKMYfilST. {Quarterly and AnnuaUy.) 8to. 

HAY’S (J.sH. Drummonp) Western Barbary, its Wild Tribes and 
Savage Animals. Post Svo. 2s. 

HI?AD’S (Sir Frarois) Royal Engineer. With lllustralidhs. 
Svo. 12s. 

Rapid Journeys across the Ilmpas. Post Svo. 2d. 

Bubbles from the Brunnen of Nassau. SerentJt^ Edition* 

Illustratlcns. |t»8tgv<M 7s. 6d. ^ 

EmigranL^cap. Svo. 2d. 6d. 

StokfB^md Pokers ; or, the London and Nordi Western 

JUilway. Post Svo. 2s. 

(Sir Edmund) Shall and Will; or, Future Auxiliary 
Verba. Fcap. Svo. 4s. 

HEBER’S (Bishop) Journey through India. 2 Vols. Post Svo* 
7s. 

' - - PoetiCSl Works. Portrait. Fcap. Svo. Sd. 6d. 

— * Hymns adapted to the Weekly Church Service. 16mo. 

ls.6cl.. 

HERODOTUS. A Kev English Version. Edited, with Notes 

and Essays, historical, ethnographical, and geographical, by Rsj' 
lUwLiMsoM, aisiated by Sib Hbvbt Kawi»)MSOH and Sia J.G. Wil- 
KiNBON. Second EiiHon* Haps and Wootots. 4Vola. Svo. 4Ss. 
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FOREIGN HANDBOOKS. 

HAKS^BOOE— TRATlEIi-TiliK. EngUih, Freneli, Ocmuii, mi 

TMimn. I8me. Sf.6it. ^ 

NORTH GEBMANT, — ^HoiiUXd, Bnwnni, Pb«S« 

siA, and the Rhine fnm Holland to SwltBeriand. Map^ Poat 8vo. 

BOUTH OBKMANT, Bararia, Anatria» Styria, 

SdLahm, the Aostrlan ai^BaTarian Alps, the Tjrol, Hnngaiy, dhd the 
Danah^arom Uli^^to the^laek Sea. Map. PostSro. lOf. 

KNAPSACK GUIDE TO THE TYROL. POstSvo. 

df. 

PAINTING. Gennan, FlemUh^ and Datdi Sc||iooU. 

Woodenti. a Vols. Poet 8vo. Sit. 

LIVES OP THE EARLY FLEMISH PAINTERS. 

Bp Cnoipfe apd Cavalcasbllb. lUuetratlona. Poat Sro. ^18#. 

Sii'ITZERLAND, Alp. of Savoy, and Piedmont 

Maps. Poat Siro. lOe. 

KNAPSACK GUIDE TO SWITZERLAND. Popt 

8vo. 6t. 

PRANCEi Normandy, Brittany, the Freneh Alps, 

the Rivera Loire. Seine, Rhone, and Garonne, Dauphlnd, 'Provence, and 
the Pyieneea. Maps. PoatSvo. 12a. 

CORSICA and SARDINIA. Maps. Post 8vo. is. 

PARIS, and its Environs. Map and Pians. Post 

8vo. Sr. del. «» *0. 

MUBBAt’a Plait or PABta, mounted on canvas. Sr, dd. 

SPAIN, Madrid, The Castiles, The Basque Provinces, 

I.6»on,The Astnriaa, Galioia, Eatremadnra, AndaUisiR, Konda, Granpda, 

^ Murcia, Valencia. Catalonia, Arragon, Navarre, The Balearic lalanda, 
Ac. Ac. Maps. 2 Vole. PoatSvo. S4r. 

PORTUGAL, e^LiBBOH, Porto, Clntra, Mafra, Ac. 

Map. Post 8vo. Sr. 

NORTH rtfALT, Piedmont, Lij^ria, Venetia, 

Lomhardjr, Parma, Modena, and Bomafpia, Mp. PoatSvo. ISr. 

CENTRAL ITALY, Lnoca, Twj^y, Florenco, The 

ltKelles,Ulnbri.,ulhUlePstrinlOD7orBtPetorS^i^^ PMtSvo. lOt. 

. bomb an) ns Esvnona Map. Post Svo. 9t. 

— SOUTH ITALY, Two Sieilies, Naples, Pompeii, 

Herculaneum, and Vesnviua. Map. PoatSvo. lOr. 

KNAPSACK GUIDE TO ITALY. Poet Svo. 6d. 

SICILY, Palermo, Messina, Catania, Syracuse, Etna, 

and the Rnlna of the Greek Tmnples. Map. Posti6fn. 12i, 

4 ^ PAINTING. The Italian Schools. Edited by Sir 

Ceablcs EASTLAn,R.A. Woodentf. SVdls. Peatevo. SCt. 

J ^ LIVES OP ITALIAN PAINTERS, fboM Cxmabui 

toBASSAvo. Bp Mrs. jAMsaov. Portraits. PoatSvo. 12r. 

4 i ^ RUSSIA, St. Pxixbsbubor, Mosoow, Polahb, and 

* PiaXiAiiB. Maps. PoatSvo. 16r. 
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HANDBOOK— DENMARK, SwiDur, and Moeitat. Mapa^ Poll 
Lil- KNaAaCK' guide to NORWAY. Map. 


PMt 8 to. Si, 

— ORBEuE, the Ionian Islanda, Albania, Themljr, 

and MaMdonia. Mapa. Poitavo. {InpreparaiUm.) 


1 ^ CpNSTANTINOPLE, the Boiphoroa, Dardanelles, 

•Biensa, and Plain of Trojr. Witb Oenaral Uinta for TraTolUng in 
Turkoy. Maps. Post 8to. 7t, 9d» 

EGYPT, Thebes, the Nile, iflezandriay €&ro, the 

Sues Cjfinat, tho Pyramids, Ac. Map. Post 8ro. 16«. 

HOLY LAND — Stbia Airn pALsann, Peninsnla 

*of Sinai, Edom, andiSyrlan Desert Mapa. 8 Vole. Poet8ro. 84#. 

INDIA— Boxbat ahd Madeas. Map. 2 Tola. 

PoatSTo. 12s. etch. 


• iNQLISH HANDBOOKS..' 

HAKD-BOOK— HODEBN LONDON. Map. tWo. 8*. 6d. 
ESSEX, CAMBBIDGE, SUFFOLK, AND NOE- 

t FOJiK. Chelmsford, Colchester, Maldon, Cambridge, Ely, Kewmarket, 
Bury, Ip8wieh,Woodbridge,Felizstoire,Loireatoft Nonrieb, Yarmouth, 
Cromer,' &c. Map and Plans. PostSro. l?s. 

' — CATHEDRALS of Oxford, Peterborongh, Nonrich. 

Ely, and Lincoln. With 90 Illustrations. Crown 8yo. 18s. 


KENT AND SUSSEX, Canterbniy, Dover, Rams- 

gmts, Bheemess, Rochester, Chatham, Woolwich, Brighton, Chlehealor, 
lll^rthing, Udltinga, Lewes, Amndel, Ac. Mop. Post Svo. lOi. 

^ SURREY AND HANTS. Kingston, Croydon, Rei- 

gate, Guildford, Winchester, Southampton, Portsmouth, and ISLX ov 
WxoHT. Maps. PostSvo. 10s. ' 


BERKS, BUCKS, AND OXON, Windsor, Eton, 

Reading, Aylesbury, Uxbridge, Wycombe, Henley, the City and UiA- 
▼eralty of Oxford, and the Descent gf the Thames. Map. Post 8 to. 
7s. 6d. 


WILTS, DORSET, AND SOMERSET, SalUbniy, 

Chippeuham, Weymouth, Sherborne, Welle, Bath, Bristol, Taunton, 
‘ “ p. PoitSro. lOs. 

DEVON AND CORNWALL, Exeter, Iliraooinbe, 

‘i, DCVlIsh, ^ “ 



. Teignmouth, Plymouth, Demport, Tor- 

^TrurOiPenaance, Falmouth, Ao. Maps. PoatSvo. iOs. 

HEDRALS of Winchester, Salisbury, Exeter, 
Wells, Chloheeter, Rochester, Canterbury. With 110 lllnstratione. 
SVols. Crown 8 vo. S4s. 


GLOUCESTER, HEREFORD, ahd WORCESTER, 

CItenoetter, Cheltenham, Strond, Tewkesbury, Leominster, Rose, Mal- 
vern, Kiddermineter, Dudley, Bromsgrove, Eresbam. Map. PoetSvo. 

— CAfTHEDRALS of Bristol, Gloucester, Hereford, 

' WoTcAster,a|id Liobfleld. With 60 lUuatratioBs. Crown Svo. 16k 

. Gloooxsvxr— H iRiroRD— and Woa- 

GSfTsa. With Illnstratlooe. FostSro. 8i.6d.each. 

— * NORTH WALES, Bangor, Carnarvon, Beaumaris, 

Snowdon, Conway, Ae. Map. PoatSfo. 6s. 6d. 

SOUTH ' WALES, Oannarihen, Tenby, Swansea, 

and The ,Wys> Ao* Map; PoBtSve. 7f. 
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HAND.BOOK--I>BRBY, NOTTS, LEICESTER, BT^EFORD, 

MftUodk;, Bakewill, ChaUworth, The Peal^, Buxton, Hardwl^, Dore 
Dal^ Aehbonie, Southwell, Mansfield, Betfoid, Burton, Belrolr, Meltoik 
Mowbray, WolverhamptoD, Lichfield, Walsall, Tamwortb. Map. 

Foot 8to. 7t. 6ct. ^ o 

SHROPSHIRE, CHESHIRE ahb LANCASHIRE 

— Shrewshunr, Ludlow, Brldgnorih, Oswestry, Chester, Crewe, Alderley, 
Stockport, Birkenhead, WarrinKton, Bury, Manenester, LWerpool, 
Burnley, CUtheroe, Bolton, Blackburn, Wigan, Preston, Uochdale, 
Jiancsster, Sou^port, Blackpool, Ac. Map. PostSro. lOr. 

YORKSiHIRB, Doncaster, Hull, Selby, Beverley, 

Scarborongh, Whitby, Hatrogete, Kipon, Leeds, Wakefield, Bradford, 
HallMz, Uoddersflel^ Sheffield. Map and Plans. Post Sve. 12e, 

CATHEDRALS of York, Ripon, Durham, Oarlisle, 

Chester, and Msnehester. With. 60 Illustrations. S.Vols. Crown Svo* 

— — DURHAM AND NORTHUMBERLAND, New- 

caatl^M^TH^ington, Gateshead, Bishop Anckland, StookEn, Hartlepool, 
Saaderland, Shields, Berwick-on-Tweed, Morpeth, Tynemouth, Gold- 
stream, Alnwick, Ac. Map. PostSro. di. 

WESTMORLAND akd CUMBERLAND— Laa- 

caster. Fnmess Abbey, Ambleside, Kendal. Windermere, Conldcon, 
Kesinck, Grasmere, Carlisle, Cockermouth, Penrith, Appleby. Map. 
Postfivo. 6«. 

Mubbat’s Map of ms Lake Distbxct, on canvas. 8f. 6A 

SCOTLAND, Edinburgh, Melrose, Kelso, Glasgow, " 

Dumfries, Ayr, Stirling, Airan, The Clyde, Oban, Inverary, Loch 
Lomond, Loch Katrine and Trossachs. Oale^nlan Can^ Inverness, 
Perth, Bonded* Aberdeen, Braemar, Skye, Caithness, Suther- 
laiid, Ac. Maps and PUni. PostSvo. 9«. 

- — IRELAND, Dublin, Belfast, Donegal, Galway, 

Wexford, Cork, Limerick, Waterford, the Lakes of Klllarney, Coast of 
Monster, Ac. Maps.' FostSvo. 12t. c 

HAKD-BOOK OF FAUILIAB QUOTATIONS. Trom En^ 

Aatbon. ZMptfSBNMt Ftep.8TO. 6f. 

HATHERLEY (Lord) On the Continuity of Scripture. As declared 

by the Testimony of^onr Lord and of the Evangelists and Apostles. 
Fourth EdiHou. Svo. Sr. Or Popular S^itUm, Post Svo. 2s. 6d, 

HBSSSY <Rav. Dr.). Sunday — ^Its Origin, History, and Present 
Obligations. Beli^ the Bsmpton LktsresW 1860. PostSyo. 9t, 
HICKMANB (Wm.) Treatise on the Law Fnetioe of Naval 
Conrts*Martial. Sfo. 10s. 6d. 

.H0LLWAY’S(J.G.) Month in Norway. Feap^t^ 2g. 

•HONEY BEE (Thb). An Essay. By Riv. Thomas Jambs. 

Beprintedfi^the**QosrteilyBeTiew,’* Heap. Svo. Is. 

; HOOK’S (Diav) Church Dietionary. TeiUk EdUhfL 8vo. 10«. 
(THBoi)onB)Life. By J. G.Loouinf. , Feap. 8vo. Is. 

^HOPE’S ARCHITECTURE OF AHMEDABAD, with His- 
torical Sketch and ArdiltoBtoral Notes by T. C. Hopil and James 
pEBoussoir, F.R.S. With 2 Maps, 180 Pbotognplui^ and » Woodcuts. 

4to. IB.6s. 

wHOOBAOE; a New Edition of the Text. Edited Igr Diam Mxlmah. 

' With ;100 Woodcuts. Crown Svo. 7S.ed. 

By Dbah Mxbmab. Illnstrations. Svo. 9#. 
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HOME AHD COLONIAL LIBRARY. A Seriei of Works 
Jtapted for all drolM and dasaea of Baadara, having bean aalaeted 
for ihair acknowledge Intaraat, and sbllitf of the AnttiorB. Poat Svo. 
Pnbliabad at S«. and 8«.6d.aaob, and arranged undar two disttnetlTe 
• heads as followa^- 

GLASS A. 

history; biography, and HI8TORIO TALES. 


1. SIECfe OF GIBRALTAR. By 
Jobs Dbmkwatbb. Sf. 

3. THE AMBER.W1TGH. By 
Ladt Duiw Qobdov. is. 

8. CROMWELL AKD BOEYAN. 

ByROBBWSOOTBBT. Si. 

A LIFEorSn FRANCIS DRAKE. 
By Joinr Babbow. 8a. 

6. OAMPAIGW8 A'T WASHING- 

TON. ByRBV.O.R.OLBio. 2a. 

0. THE FRENCH IN ALGIERS. 
By Laot Dow OoBDOV. 8a. 

7. THE FALL OF THE JESUITS. 

8a. 

a LIVONUN TALES. 8a. 

9. LIFE OF CONDE. ByLoio Ma- 

Hov. 8a. 8d. 

10. SALE’S BRIGADE. By Raw. 
Q.R.<^io. 8a. • 


11. THE SIEGES OF VIENNA 
By LoBSlELLBaaiBBS. it. 

18. THE WAYSIDE CROSS. . By 
Car. Miuiav. 8a. 

13. SKETCHES or GERMAN LIFE. 

By S» A. Gobdow. 8a. 6d. 

14. THE BATTLE or WATERLOO. 

By Rbv. G. R. G&vo. 8a. 6d. 
la AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF STEF- 
FENS. 2a. X 

16. THE BRITIull POETS. 
Thom AB CAMnBUi. 8s. M. 


17. HISTORICAL ESSAYS. 
Loan Mahov. 8a. 6dL 


By 

By 

By 


18. LIFE OF LORD CLIVE. 

Ret. G. R. Glbio. 8a. 8A 

19. NORTH - WESTERN RAIL- 

WAY. By8iBF.B.HaAD. Sa. 
80. LIFE OF MUNRO. ByRBT.G. 
R. GluOm 3a. 6if. 


% CLASS B. 

VOYAGES, TRAVELS. AND ADVENTURES. 


1. BIBLE IN SPAIN. By Gbobob 
Bobbow. . 8a. 6d. 

8. GIPSIES or SPAIN. By Gbobob 
Bobbow. 8a. 6d. 

3db4. JOURNALS IN INDIA. By 
2 Vole. Ts. 


6. TRAVELS IN THB HOLY LAND. 
BylBBTaadMANQLBa.^ 8a, • 

6. MOROCCO AND TH'i: MOORS. 

By J.DBUKMOVDH ViL^ Sa. 

7. LETTERS FB(M 'm BALTIC. 

ByaliADT. 8a. 

& NEW SOUTH WALES. ByMBB. 

Mbbbdxtb. 8a. 

9. THE WEST INDIES. ByM.G. 

Lbwib. 2a. 

10. SKETCHES OF PERSIA. By 

Sim John Maux>ui. 8e.6A 

11. MEMOIRS OF FATHER BZPA. 

8a. 

13. 18. TYFEE AND OMOO. By 

HiBiiAina MBbmu. 3 Vela. 7a. 

14. MISSIONARY LIFE IN CAN- 

ADA, By Bnr. J. Anon. 8a, 

%* Each work may be bad J^pantely. 


15. LETTERS FROM MADRAS. By 

a Laot. 2a. a 

16. HIGHLAND SPORTS. By 

CBABLBa St. John. 8a.6if. 

17. PAftPAS JOURNEYS. By Sn 

F.B.Hbao. 2a. 

18. GATHERINGS PROM SPAIN. 

By R^habd Fobd. 8a. 6dL 

19. THE RIVER AMAz(In. By 

W.H. EowABDa. 8a. 

20. MANNERS A CUSTOMS OF 

INDIA. ByRBY.C.AoLAVD. 8a. 

81. ADVENTURES IN MEXICO. 
By G. F. Rdztom. 8a. 6A 

38. PORTUGAL AND GALLICIA. 

By Lobo CABMABrov. 8a. Sd. 
88 . BUSH LIFE IN AUSTRALIA. 
By Ret. H. W. HAroABTH. 8a. 

84. THB LIBYAN DESERT. By 

Batu St. Jon. Sa. 

85. SIERRA LEONE. By a Last. 

8a. 6d. 
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HUIU’S HiBtoiy of England foT STOsniai firom tha JnTaaion 
af JnltuB Cestr to the ReTolntion of 1^. Correeted end eontlnned 
to 1868. Edited by DB.W 11 . Smith. 'Woodoate. Poit8TO. 7i.6(L 

HUTOHIESON (Qsx.)i on the most 6£peditiou8^ cortain^v and 

easy Method orDog*Bretklog. Fijth JfditiMi. With 40 lllttstratloiis* 
CrovnSvo. 9i. 

HUTTOE’S (H.E.) PrindpiaGroea; an Introdnction to the Stndjr 

of OreelL Comprahendinf Oraminar, Deleetut^ and EMfllMlaa>booh, 
a with Voeatmifiriaa. 8t«(a illiiftoa, 12mo. a«.6<i. 

lEBY AND MANGLES* Trayela in Egjp^ Nnbia» Syria, and 
the Holy Land. PoeiSro. Si. 

JAMES* (Bay. Tboxab) Fables of Jlsop. A New Translation, with 
Nletorieal Prcfaoe. With 100 Woodedts 1^ Tixmiil m WoLf. 
Sixtff^tkird Tkoiuani, PostBro. Si.6d. 

JAlOSOFS (Hu) Lint of tho Eariy ItiBu PHnten- 
and the Progresa of Painting in Italy— ClinabM to Baeiaao. 2km 
With 00 Portraits. PoetSTO. ISi. o 

JENNINGS* (L J.) Eighty Years of Eepubliean Ooyemment in 

the United States. PostSro. 10«.6(i. 

JESSE’S (Bdwabd) Gleanings in Natural Histoiy, Elmnih 

EcSHon. Fep.8vo. Ss.(Sd, ‘ 

JOHNS* (Rsy. B. G.) Blind People; their Works and Ways. With 

Sketehea of the Liyes of some famous Blind Men. With lUnstratlons. 

' Post 8to. 7i. 6d. 

JOHNSON’S (Dr. Samuil) Life. By James Boswell. Inelndinf^ 
the Tour to the Hebrides. Edited by Mb. Cboibb. Portraits. 
Boyaievo. 40s. 9 , 

Liyee of the most eminent English Poets. Edited 

with Notes by PETKBCuirHiifaBAH. Svols. 8vo. Ks.9d. 

JUNIUS’ Hahdwritwq Professionally inyestigated. By Mr, Chabot, 
Expert. With PreOice and Collateral Evidence, by the Hon. Epwabd 
T wiSLBTOir. With Facbimiles, Woodcuts, &e. 4to. 

'KEN’S (Bishop) Life. B^aLATMAir. Portrait. 2Yol8. 8yo. 18s. 
Exposition of the Apostles* Creed. Fcap. Is. 6d. 

KBBIi’S (Bobsrt) GENTLEMAN’S HOUSE; ob, How to Plan 
Ehoush Kmidxmcks, noM thi Pabsovaoi to tbx Palacb. With 
Views and Plans. Third Editinn. 8vo. 24#. 

Ancient LighU; a Book foa Architect Snnreyors, 

lawyers, and Libdiords. 8vo. 61. (kf. t, 

> - (B. Malcolm) Stndent’s Bladw^oner A Systematic 

.Ahridgmentof the entire Gommentarias, ada|Mto the present state 
of the law. PoatSro. 78. 6d. 

KING’S (Riy. G. W.) Antique Gems; their Origin, Use, and 
Talus, as Intarpreters of Ancient History, and as illustrattye of Ancient 
' . Art. SeomdEdUiw, lUusUatlona 8ro. 24#, 

I^NG EDWARD YIth’s Latin Grammar; or, on Introdnetien 

to the Latin Tongna. Seimnieenik EHHoh. 12tn^ Sf.OA 

-f-- First Latin Book; or, the Aeddenee, 

' j Syntax, and Prosody, with an EngUahTranslaUoD. F{flE JUUitn, ISmo. 

llofO OBOBQE THE THIRD’S CORBSSPONDEHCE WITH 

^ LORO NORTH, 1760^. Edited, with Notea and Intiodnetion, by 
W. Bodbax Dombb. 2 yols. 8yo. SSi. 

EUtK’S (J. Fostbb) History of Charles the Bold, Duke of Bur* 

' gmidy. Portrait. 8 Vote. 8vo. 45f. 
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KUQLERB Italian Schools of Painting, Edited^ with Notes, by Sir 
Eastlak# . Third SdUiM. Woodeati. 3 Vote. Post Sfo. SOi. 

Oerman, Dutch, and Flemish Schools of Painting. 

Edited, with Not^ bp Da. Waaout. Second Edition, Woodeats. 2 
t Vols. Foftt 8vo. 

LANE’S (E. W.) Private Life, Manners and Customs 6f the 
Modem Egyptians. A New Edition, With Illustrations. 2 Vote. 
PostSvo. -^12i. 

LAYARD’S (A. H.) Nineveb and its Remains. Being a Nar- 
rative of Researohes and Diseoveries amidsbthe Ruins of sAssjria. 
With an Account of the Chaldean Christians of Kurdistan ; the Yea^. 
or Devil'worehippers; and an Enquiry into the Manners and Arts of 
the Ancient Assyrians. Sixth Edition, Plates and Woodcuts. 8 Vote. 

^0. 8e«. 

V A Popular Edition of the above work. With Illustrations. 
PostSivo. 1t.6d, 

Nineveh and Babylon ; being the Narrative of Dis- 
coveries indhe Ruins, with Travels in Armenia, Kurdistan and the 
Desem during a Second Expedition to Assyria^ YRth Map and 
Plates. 8vo. 21«. « * 

A PoPULiB Edition of the above work. With Illustrations. 
Pont 8vo. 7f. Sd. 

Ll^THES* (Starlit) Practical Hebrew Grammar. With an 
Appendix, containing the Hubrew Text of Genesin l.—vl., and Psalms 
l^yl. Grammatical Analysis and- Vocabulary. Post8vo. 7«. 6d. 

LENNEPS (Riv. H. J. Yar) Missionary Travels in Asia Minor. 

With Illustrations of Bibticil History and Arcbmology. With Map 
« and Woodcuts. 2 Vote. PostSvo. 24#. 

LESLIE’S (0. R.) Handbook for Young Paintera, Second Edition, 

Wnh Illusiratiens. PostSvo. 7#.6(f. ^ 

^ Life and Works of Sir Joshua Reynolds^ Por- 

traits did illustrations. 2 Vote. 8vo. 42#. 


LETTERS From the Baltic. By a Ladt. Posl 8vo. 2a, 

• Madras. By a Lady. PostSvo. 2b, 

Sierra Leorb. By a Lady. Post 8vo. 3a. 

LEVrS (Lrorb) Wages and Earningi of the Working Classes. 
With some Facts Illustrative of their Economic Condition. 8vo. 6#. 


LEWIS’S (M. 0.) Journal of a Residence tooug the Negroes in the 

West Indies. PostSvo. 8#. 

LIDDELL’S (Dear) Student’s ^History of Rome, from the earliest 
Times fo the eatabnahiuent o*f the Empire. With Woodcuts. Post 8vo. 
7#.W. • # 

LINDSAY’S (liORnVdidyes of the Lindsays ; or, a Memoir of the 
Houses of CtUwftird and Balcarres. With Extracts ftom Official Papers 
and Personal Narratives. Second Edition. 8 Vote. 8vo. 24#. 


LISPINGS from LOW LATITUDES; or, the Journal of the Hon. 
ImpnlsiaGushington. Edited bv Lord Duffbrin. Wlth24PlateB.4to.21#. 

LITTLE ARTHUR’S HISTORY OF ENGLAND. By Lady 

Callgott. New Edition^ continned to 1864. With 20 Woodcuts. 
Feap. 8vo. 211 6d. 


LIVINGSTONE’S (Dr.) Missionary Travels in South Africa. 

Illustrations. PostSvo. Cf. 


Expedition to the Zambesiand its Tributaries; and 

the Lakes Shir wa and Nyassa. 1868^ Map and Illustrations. 8to. 81#. 

LIYONIAN TALES. By ^e Au^or of Letters firom She 
Baltie." PostSvOk 8t. 



23 


LIST OF WORKS 


LOGH’S (H. B.) Personal Narratire of Emta darli^ Lord 
Elgin*a8eQoad^bin7toGbliuu SwndJSiftiotk. With luXtsatloas. 
]M8to. 0«. 

LOOXEAB!FS (J. 0.) Ancient SpanLdi Ballada. Historical and 
Bomintie. Truislated, with Notes. Aim SdUioiu With Portrait nod 
lIlUBtratlons. Crown 8vo. 6t. 

Life of Theodore Hook. Pcap. 8 to. Is. 

LOHDON (OLD). A series of Essajs on its Afchsoolo^ and 
AntiquilieB. ByVAiuouB Wutkbs. 8ro. ISt. ^ 

LOirSI)!d.LEB (Bis/op) Life. With Selections from his Writings. 

Bp £• B. Dsnibok, Q.G'. With Portrait. Grown 8?o. lOr. Cd. 
LOUDON’S (Mbs.) Instmctions in Gardening. With Directions 
and Calandar of OperatioBB for Every MonSi. JIKsM KiMen. <Wood- 
entB. Feap.8vo. Zt.M. 

LUCAS* (Sixm) Secularia; or> Sonreys on the Main Stream of 

LUOKNOW^a {jady’s IMary of the Siege. Fcap. Sto.#. 4s. 6d. 
LULL’S (SiB^CHlfetLis) Principles of Geology; or, the Modem 

Ohangea of the Earth and ite InhahltantB eoBBlderedas illnstratlve of 
Geology. Tenth SdittoiL With lUuBtrationa. SVohk 8vo. SSi. 

Student’s Elements of Geology. With 600 

lilnstrationB. FostSvo. Oa. 

: — Geological Evidences of the Antiquity of Man. 

TWrdSiUiim, llluatrationB. 8vo. 14i. 

(K.M.) Geographical Handbook of Ferns. With Tables 

to Bhow their Dlairibiitioo. Poatdro. 7t»9d, 

LYTTELTON’S (I#bi)) Ephemera. Post Svar 10s. 6(f^ 
LTTTONn (Lobd) Poems. PostSvo. 10s. 6d. ^ 

Bightfttl Heir ; a Drama. 8vo. 2& 6(f. 

Lost Tales of Miletus. Post 8vo. Jb, 6(f. 

V«aiNTOCK'S (Sib L.) KamtiT. of tiie DiMOveijr of tli. 

Fate of Sir John Franklin and blB Goinpanlonii in the Aiotie Seas. 
nMtlBditiM, With IlAstratlons. PostSvo. 7f.6d. 

MaoDOUGALL’S (Coi<.) l^odem Warfare as Influenced by Modem 

Artillery. With Plans. PostSvo. ISs. 

MACGREGOR (J.)» Rob Roy on the Jordan, Nile, Red Sea, Gen- 

nesaratn, in, A Canoe Gndse in Palestine and Egypt and the Waters 
o^amascus. With Map, and 70 lllnsftatioiu. Grown 8Vo. 12«. 

MACPHERSON’S (Majob) Services In while PoUtical 

Agent at Gwalior dnrlng tha Mnttny. lllnstrat^ite. 8vo. ISi. 

MJP!TZNER*S COPIOUS ENGLISH GRAMMAR. A Methodical, 

' Analptleal j«d Hletorleal Troatim on the Orthography. Prosody, Infleo- 

tlniB, and l^tax of the English Tongne. 3 Vole. 8vo. (In preparatUm.) 

llikHOlf (Loid), Me SuiBOPi (E«l «f ). ' 

(H. Swiib) Ancieiit Law: it. Connection irith tto 
^ to^H iriwy of^odety, and its Belatten to liodem Ideas. Fowth 

-i VILLAGB COMMUHimS IK THE BAST AND 

' WlBT. nxIiMti>nsidlTena.tOxIlnd< Bn. 
]aU3()IiirS(BtnJoHi)Bketeho»ofPonlik PortSro. 8c. (kL 

KOBEL (Dun), Limit, of Edi,^ Tiiooght Examined. 
'BdantbaBimptoaliMtiiiMlOrlSISB. JUftkSiMen. VaitBn, 8h0il. 



PUBLISHED BY MR. MURRAY. 


MANTELL’S (OiDioir A.) Thoughts on Animalcules; oFi tho 
^jMlslUeVroxld, as revealed by the Mierofleope. Ptatw, lOmo. Of. 
HAHIJAL OF SdlBNTlFlC ENQUIRY. For the Use of 
TraTeUeis. Edited by Sib J. F. Hbbscbbi^ Rerieed by Rby. R, Maut. 
• Haps. Post Orel (hihlU1udhui)fi0rofik$Lof^ 

MARCO POLOS TRAVELS. A New English Version. With 

Copious lUustrattsre Notes. By Col. Hbnbt Yulb. With Maps and 
lllustratfons. 2 Vola. medium. Svo. 


MARKHAM'S (Mbs.) Histoiy of England. From the First Inyar 
Sion by the Romans. New EditioiL contimudedown to 1805. dSFoodcuts. 
ISmo. 4«. 

History of France. From the Conquest by the 

Gauls. New EditionteohUnuediolBBT, Woodcuts. ISmo. 4«. 

• Historyiiof Germany. From the Inyasion by Marins. 

NewJfdttiontConiiHuedtol867. Woodcuts. 12mo. 4«. 

• (Cimnm R.) Trayela in Pern and India. Maps 

and lllustsstioDS. 8vo. 16s. 

MARRTiff'S (Josiph) History of Modem and M^iheyalFotieiy 
and Poreelaln. With a Description of the 'Slknufaeture. TMrd 
. EditUmi Plates and Woodcuts. 8yo. 42f. 


MARSH’S (0. P.) Manual of the English Language. Edited by 

• Dr. Wk. Surra. Post 8 vo. Ts. 6 <i. 

MATTHIJl’S SHORTER GREEK GRAMMAR. Abridged by 

Bishop BLOuriELD. A New EditUmt revited and enlarged by E. 8. Cbookb. 
12mo. 4s« 

MAUREL^ on the Characteri Actions, and Writings of Wellington. 

Feap. 8 ? 0 . lf. 6 d. 

MAYN^H’S (Capus) Four Years in Britislw Columbia and Van* 

oouTer Island. lUusirations. 8to. 16s. 

MEADE’Sl[Hoir. Hebbert) Ride through the Disturbed Districts of 

New Zealand toLakeTaupo, at the Time of the Rebellion; witha Cruise 
among the Soudi Sea Islands. With lliustrations. Medium 8to. 14s. 

HjiLTILLB’B (HnnAira) AdTentana amongst the Uarqu^ 

and South Sea Islands. 2 Vols. Post 8 yo. 7s. 

HILLS' (Bit. Jobb) Three MonthS Besidence at Fablaa. with 

an Account of the Modern Samaritans.. Illustrations. Post 8 vo. 10s. 6 <f. 

MILMAN’S (Dear) HISTORICAL WORKS. Containing: 1. 
History of the Jews, 3 Vols. 2 . Hiatory of Early Christianity, 3 Yols. 
8 . History of JAtin Christianity, 9 Vols. Post 8 vo. aSs. each. 

— Annalp *cfP* Paul’s Catl^draL 8ec(ynd Edition, 

Portrait and I'i^trstloDS. 8 vo. 18s. ^ 

’ Barolliarola, Erasmus, andother Literary Essays. 8V0.153. 

Cbaraeter and Conduct of the Apostles considered 

as au Evidenoe of Christianity., 8 vo. lOs. M, 

Translations from JSsdiylns and Euripides. lUus* 

trations. Crown 8 ro. 12t. 

Works of Horace. With 100 woodcuts. Small 8yo.7d.6d. 


Lih of Horace. Woodcuts. 8 to. Os. 

Poetical Woi^. Rates. 8 Vols. Fcap.8TO. 18f. 

FaD of Jerusalem. Fcap. 8to. Is. 

(Oapt. IL a.) Wayside Crosa. A Tale of the Carlisi 

War. PostSro. 2f. 

MEREDITH’S (Mbs. Chablbs) Notes and Sketches of New South 
Wiles. Postaro. 2e. 



34 


LIST OF WORKS 


HISSUH (THR): A KarntiTe of the Life, TmelL Death, 
Baaometloai, and Aaeanstoa of our Biesaed. Lord. Br ACayman. 
Map. 8vo. 18». 'i 

HICHIE^S (Aluaxoik) Siberian 0?erlaiid Route from PdLing 

to Poterabuix. Mapa and Iltustrationa. Svo.e tOf. • 

MODERN DOMESTIC COOKERY. Founded on Prineiplea of 

EeonomyandPraotlealKnowlodgn. NtwSHUim, Woodoota. Foap.8ro. S«. 

HONOREDIEN'S (Auousiua) Treea and Shraba for Engliah 

Plantation. A S, election and Description of the most OrnrfOental 
nUch vlli ilourijh In the open air la our climate. With Claasifled 
LUta With 30 ihttstrations. 8 to. 16a. 

MOORE'S (Thomab) Life and Letters of Lord Byron. Cabinet 
Adttiba. With Plates. 6 Vola. Fcap. 8ro. Ida.; or rojfular JSetUm, 
with Portraits. RojalSro. 9a. p 

MOTLEY'S (J. L.) Uistoiy of the United Netherlands; from the 
Death of William the Silent to the Twelve Years* Tn\oe, ibOO. Ltirarp 
JSlitfioN. Portraits. 4 Vola. 8vo. 60a. Or Ckbtnei 4 Tola. Post 

8vo.' 6a. each. « 

MOUHOT’S^(?lnBi) Siam, Cambojia, and Lao; a NtmtiTe of 

Travels and Biaeoverlea. Illostratlons. 2 vote. 6vo. 


MOBLEY'S (Bbt. J. B.) Treatise on FredestinaUon. 8 to. Ud. 

Pi^itlTeDoctrineofBaptismalRegeneration. 8yo.7d.6d. 

MUNDYE (OmaAL) Pen and Pencil Sketches in India. 

TkMi JUMm. Plates. Post 8vo. 7a. 6d. 

MUNROE (GnraaiL Sn Thomas) Life and Letters. By the Bby. 
Q. JR.OLaie. PoatSvo. 3a. 6d. 

MURCHISON'S (Sib Rooibiok) Rnssia in Enrope and the Ural 
Moontains. With Colonred Kapa Ae. 2Voli.^4to. 61.6a. 
Silolria ; or, a History of the Oldest Rfoks con- 
taining Organic Remains. J^ottr/A Hdttion. MapandPlaf^. 8vo.80i. 


MUERAYE RAILWAY READING. Containing 

RatuM't Lfvaaaaf Sum. Si. 
Mabon'i Joau Of Aac. la. ' 

Hsap’i EMiMARt.^ Si.M. 

Ninaos oa tuBoav, la. 

Caoaaa or trr Ouillotirb. la^ 
Hollwat*! NoawAi. Si. 

MAUaili*! WlUIRiTOR. U.6d. 
CAiiraai.i'i Lira va Baoor. 3t.fld> 
Taa PMwaa GAaaaa. la. 
LocasAa**! StAaua Bauasi. Si.fd. 
TAitoa's Moraa raoM Lira. Si. 
Ra«itfa> AapaBMM. li. 
Paaa^Ha/taoa AsMiae. lA 


WauiaafOR. By Loaa EuimaaB. 64. 
NinaoBORfaB Craib.Ii. 

S IBATB raoa "Taa Tivai." SVda. 8t, 
ioaic ARB naaas. li. 

LAfABB*! ACCOVRTOPHiRRTBa. Si. • 
MlLMAR'a VA1.A Of Jbboialrii. ll. 
MAaoa*B**foBTi-FivB.’' aa 
Lira ov Tnoaoaa Boot. li. c 
OaBBi or Natai pAaiao, Si. 64. 

Th Horit Baa. li. 

JAvaa* JBiof’a fABtaa. Si. 64. 

Niiiaoa OR taa ^var. la. 64. 

Aav Of Diriho. la. 64. 


MUSIC AHD DRESS. %y a Ladt. Bepiinljd from the “ Quar- 
terly Review.” Feap.8vo. la. 

NAPIER'S (SiB Cbas.) Life, Journals, and Letters. By Sib W. 

Baptbb. BeaoNd JMM oii. Portraits. 4 Vola. PoatSvo. 48i. 


(Sib Wm.) Life and Letters. Edited by H. A. Bavoi, 

^ M.P. Portraits. 2 Vola. . Crown 8vo.. 28a. 


■- — English Battles and Sieges of the Peninsular 

War. PoidiA Portrilt. PbatSvo, fia. ^ 

irA]|>LEON AT FONTAIf BLEAU AKD ELBA A Jonnul 

^ Notes of Conveiaatioos. By S» Neil Caupbili*. 

V C.B., British Commisaloner. With a Memoir of that OfBcer. By 
. N by- A. M. C. Maclachlah. M.A. Portmlt. 8vo. ISa. 
NAuTIU^ (Thi) almanac. Royal 8 yo, Si. itd, (By 

J 4a<»orf/g.) ' ^ 

NA7YLIST. Monthly and Quarterly. PostSTo. (ByAvBwrUy») 



PUBLISHED BY MR. MURRAY. 


25 


NEW TESTAMENT (Illustbatbd). With Explanatory Com* 

Bentary. Edited by Abohdbacow CnuBTosr, M.A., and Arcudeacov 

* Basil JobkBi MIA, With 110 autlieutio Views, &c. 2 Vois. Urowa 
8tro. 21«. bound, 

NICHOLLS’ (Sir pEORoa) History of the English^ Irish and 

* Scotch Poor Lai^. 4 Vole. 8ro. 

(Rev. H. G.) Historical Account of the Forest of 

Dean, Woodente, Ac. Post 8vo. 10«. 6d, 

NlC()JLiAS’ (Sir Harris) Historic Peerage of England. Exhi- 
biting the Origin, Descent, and Present State of every TlUe of Peer- 
age which has existed in this Country Since the Congest. By 
William CouBTHtipa. 8vo. 80«. 

NIMROD, On the Ghace — ^Turf — and Road. A New Edition, 

illttstrafed with Portrait of the Author by Maclisp, and Plates by Aiken. 

* Crown 8vo. ba, 9t with Coloured Plates, 7s. Qd. Or Cluap Edition, 

FeaiL 8vo. 8s. 6d. 

OLD LONDON ; Papers read at the Archaeological Institute. 

By variouvAuthors. 8vo. 12s. 

OWEN’S ^lEui.-CoL.) Principles and Practice of. Modern Artillery. 

inoliidtng Artillery Material, Gunnery, and Orgnftif&ation and Use of 
Artillery in Warfare. With numerous llliistrations. 8vo. 15s. 
OXEN HA M’S (Rev. W.) English Notes for Latin Elegiacs ; designed 
• for early Proficients in the Art of Latin Versification, with Prefiatory 
Rules of ComposiUon in Elegiac Metre. Fourth EdUum, 12mo. 8s. fid. 

PALLISER’S (Mrs.) Brittany and its Byeways, its Inhabitants, 

and Antiquities. With Illustrations. Post 8vo. 12!r. 

PARIS’ (Dr.) Philosophy in Sport made Science in Earnest; 
or, the First Principles of Natural Philosophy inculcated by aid of the 
Toys and Sports of Youth. Ninth Edition. Woodcuts. Post 8vo. 7s. fid. 
PARK MAN’S (ftiAKOis) Discovery of thewGreat West; or, the 
Valjeya of the Mississippi and the Lakes of North America. An 
Hl.<i%rical Narrative. Map. 8vo. 10s. 

FARKYNS* (Mansfirld) Three Years’ Residence in Abyssinia: 
• with Travels in that Country. Seco/id Edition, with lllustratious. Post 
8vo. 7s. 6dL 

PEEL'S (Sir. Robert) Memoirs. Edited by Earl Stakh5pr 
and Mr. Cabuwbll. 2 Vols. PostlSvo. 7s. fid. each. 

PENN’S (UlOHARD) Maxims and Hin^ for an Angler and Chess-, 

player. Woodcuts. Fcap. 8vo. Is. 

PERCY’S (John, M.D.) Metallurgy. Vol. I. Fuel, Coal, Fire- 
Clays, Copper. Zinc, Bj^sas, &c. Ntw and Rovimd EdUton. With 
llluKtrations. ^ {In prep iration.) 

Yol, IL. . ^ron and SteeL N^ and Eevisdd Edition, 

With IlIU'>t|(kUom]. 8vo. {In preparation.) 

Yol. HI. Lead, including Desilverization and Cupel- 

laUon. With Illustrations. 8vo. 30s. 

Vol, IV. Gold, Silver and Mercury. With Illustrations. 

8ro. {In the Press.) 

Vol. V. Platinum, Tin, Nickel, Cobalt, Antimony, 

Bismuth, Arsenlo, and other Metals. With Illustrations. 8vo. 

(/a IVeparation.) 

FHILLIPP (C. S. M.) On Jurisprudence. 8vo. 12«. 

PHILLIPS’ (Johe) Memoirs of William Smith. 8vo. 7s, 6d, 

Geology of Yorkshire, The Coast, and Limestone 

District. Plates. 4to. Part I., 80s.— Part II., aOs. 

Rivers, Mountains, and Sea Coast of Yorkshire. 

With Essays on the Climate, Scenery, and Ancient Inhabitants. 
Second Edition, Flutea, 8vo. 16s. 



26 


LIST OF WORKS 


PHILPOTTS’ (Bishop) Letters to the late Charles Bntler, on his 

* Book of the Roman Catholic Church." NewMition. Poatl^ 6«. 

PICK’S (Dr.) Popular . Etymological DlctionaTj of the French 

Language. Sro. 7«.6i. 

POPE'S (Auuarrsr) Life and Works. A 2^ Edition^ Collected 

la pari bf the la^a Right Hon. J. W. Crokkb, with lotroducUons and 
Notea^by Rxy. WbitwkllRlwui. With Portraila. Vol.I.toIlL 8vo. 
10«. 6^ each. - 

PORTER'S (Rbv. j. L.) Damascus, Palmyra and Lebanon. oWith 

TIhyela among tlig Giant Cities of Bashau and the Hauran. JSm Edition, 
Map and Woodcuts. PoatSvo. It, da. 

PRATE^BOOK (Illustratsd), vith Borden^ Initials^ Vig* 
nettea, Ac. Edited, with Notes, by Ray. Tnos. Jambs. Medium 
Svo. 18s. ehlh ; 31s. 6d. calf; 36s. morocco, ^ • 

PRINCIPLES AT STAKE. Essays on Cborcli Questions of the 

Day. By the following writera. Sieomi L'diiim. - 8yo/ Ida. 

Burj^inK SoAW. Caxost BamiAnD. 

Loan AwntTB HEavay. Artiiitr Miua. ^ 

PBoraasoB Bai^b Smith. Rev. Dr. Salmok. 

Rbv. ALBBABOBa It. Grakt. Rrv. W. G. HniiriiaT. 

Exy. G. H. SuHBctt. Dbak Howsob. 

PUSS IN BOOTS. With 12 Illustrations. By Om Spsc&iikR. 

QBARTERtT REVIEW (Ter). 8to. 6s. 

RAMBLES in the Syrian Deserts. Post 8yo. 10«. 6<f. 
RANKE'S (LEOPOtn) History of the Popes of Rome during the 
16th and 17th Centuries. Translated from the German by Sabah 
A trSTiir. 3 Tola. 8m. 30a. 

RASSAM'S (HorkuzF) Narrative of the Britist Mission^o Abys- 
sinia. With Notices of the (Countries Traversed from Massowah to 
Magdala. Illustrations. 2 Yols. 8vo. 28tf. ^ 

RAWLINSON'S (Rrt. Gkoroe) Herodotus. A Now English 
Version. Edited with Notes and Essays. Second Edition. Maps and 
f Woodcut. 4 Vols. 8vo. 48f. ' 

Five Great^ Monarchies of the Ancient World, 

ChaldsBs, Assyria, Media, Babylonia, and Persia. Second Edition. With 
Maps and Illustrations. ^3 yol<*. 8yo. 42s. 

REED'S (E. J.) Shipbuildiog in Iron and Steel; a Practical 

Treatise, giving full details of Construction, Processes of Manufacture, 
and BuildAg Arrangements. With O^Maus and 260 Woodcuts. Svo. SOi. 

— Iron- Clad Wiips; tbeir QualRies, Ferformauces, and 

Cost. With Chapters on Turret Ships, Icon4l/>^ Rams, Ac. With 
llluhtrations. 8vo. I2s. 

REJECTED ADDRESSES (Thx). By Jams Ann Horaci Smitb. 

New Edition. Woodcuts. Post 8vo. 3i. Cd, ; or Cheep Edition, Fcap. 

RENNIE'S (D. F.) BriUBh Arms in Peking, 1860. Poet 8ro. 126. 

— — Narrative of the Britiah Eakbaasy in China. Illaa- 

- tratioos. STole. PosrSvo. 24a. * , 

a Story of Bhotan and the Dooar War, Map and 

. Woodcut Post8vo. 12s. 

RESIDENCE IN BULGARIA ; or, Notea on the Reionrcea and 
^ Admlniatration Of Turkey, Ac. By S. G. B. St.Ciaie and Chablxs A. 
Bbopst. Svo. 12s. 

REYNOLDS^ (Sib Joshua) Life and Times. By C. B. Lbsub, 
RA. and Tok Tailob. Portraits. 2 Vols. Svo. 



PUBLISHED BY MR. MURRAY. 


27 


REYNOLDS (Sib Josuua) ; Descriptive Catalogue of liis Works. 

. With Notices of their present owners end localities. With Illustrations. 

* j^ap. 4to. {In iht Preiiat) 

XRICABDO’S (Davib) Political Works. With a Notice of his 

Life and Writidlfs. By J. B. M^CTrLU)CH. NemBdUim, 8vo. IGs. 

RIPA’S (Faihib) Thirteen Years’ Residence at the Court of Peking. 

FOstSvo. 2f. 

ROBSRTSOIK’S (Canon) History of the Christian Church, from 

* the Apostolic Age to the end of the Filth Council of the Li^rao, 1517. 

4Vols. 8vo. • • 

The Work may be had Mpamtely. 

Vol. 1. — Fourth Edition, a.i). 64-690. 8vo. 18 a 
^ Vol. 2 . — Third Edition, a.d. 590-1122. 6vo. 20a 
Vol. .3.— A.D. fl22.1303. 8vo. 18«. 

Vol'. 4t— A.D. 1303-1517. 8vo. (/« the Preu.) 

^ How shall we Conform to the Litwgy of the 

Chareh of England ? Third EdUion. PostSvo. .9s. * 
ROBINSON’S (Rxv. Db.) Biblical Researches i& Falestine and the 
Adjacent Regions ; a Journal of Travels in 1838 and 1853. Thud Sdir 
^ turn. Maps. 8 Vols. 8vo. 42«. 

4 Physical Geography of the Holy Land. Post 8vo. 

— (Wif.) Parks, Promenades, and Gardens of Paris ; 

Deseribed and considered in Relation to the Wants of our own Cities. 
With 400 Illustrations. 8vo. 18«. 

Alpine Flowers for English Gardens. An explana- 
tion of the Principles on which thev nmy be grown to peifection in all 
l^rts of the British l:ilands. With 70 llltiiWations. CiuwnSvo. 12i. 

^ Wild Garden: or, our Groves and Shrubberies 

mam beautiful by the Naturalization of Hardy Exotic Plants. With a 
Chapter on the Carden of Brituh Wild Flowers. WlihFrontispleca. 
Small 8to. 

bOme. See Liddnll and Smith. ^ 

ROWLAND’S (David) Manual of the English Constitution; 
Its Bise, Growth, and Present State. Post 8vo. lOa. 6J. 

Laws of Nature the foundation of Morals. Post 

8 to. 6 f. 

RUNDELL'S (Mbs.) Domestic Cookery, adapted for JPrivate 

Families. New Woodcuts. Fcap.Svo. 

RUSSELL’S (Rnembfubd) History of fhe Heroes qf Medicine. 
Portraits, i^o. 14«. 

RUXTON’S (Gbobob F.) Travels in Mexico ; with Adventures 
among the Wild Tribes and Animals of the Prairies and Rocky Moun- 
tains. PostSvo. 8«.6d. 

SALE’S (Sia Bonnti) Brigade in AtTglianistaa. With an Aceonnt ol 

th. IMne. o< JalUOabad. B7 R«t. O. K. Qliio. PMtSro. 2<. 

SALLESBUBTJ’S (EbwamJ) “Ciuidren of the Lake." A Poem. 

Fcap. 8vo. 4e. 6(f. 

SAKDWITH’S (HoKPHni) Siege of Sam Peat 8to. 8& 6d. 
SCOTT’S (0. Giiiimi) Secniar and Domoatie Architecture, fto* 
sent and Future. 8vo. 9tf. 

(Dean of Rochester) University Sermons. PoBt8vo. 8a 6a. 

SCBOPE’S (G. P.) Geoiogy and ExUnct Voicanoea of Central 

France. Illustrations. Medium 8 to. 80s. 



LIST OF WORKS 


SHAW’S (T. B.) Manual of English Literaturo. Edited, with 
Motes and Illustrations, by Da. Wm. Smith. PostSvo. 7s. 

Specimens of English Literature. Selected f&d the 

Chief Writers. Edited by Wic. Smith, LL.D. PostSvo. Is. r 

(Boberi) Visit to High Tsrtary, Ydrkand, and KashgSIr 

(formerly Chinese Tsrtary). and Keturn Journey over the Karakomm 
Pass. With Map and Illustrations. 8vo. {IXettrly Ktady,) 

SMILES* (Samuil) Lives of British Engineers; the ^liest 
Period to the Present Time, with an account of tbetr Principal Works; 
including a illKtnigr of the Invention and lotroduction of the Steam 
Engine. With OPortraita and 400 liluatrationa. 4 Vols. 8vo. 91s. each. 

Lives of George and Robert Stephenson. With Portraits 

and Illustrations. Medium 8vo. 21s. Or Pomiar JEditkm, with Wood- 
cuts. PostSvo. ds. * 

Lives of Boulton and Wait. With Portia' and lUns- 

trations. Medium 8vo. 21s. 

Lftcs of Brindley and the Early Engineers.'* WiiJiL Portrait 

and 50 WotdfUts. PostSvo. 6s. 

Life of Telford. With a History of Roads and Travelling 

in England. Woodcuts. PostSvo. 6s. 

Self-Help. With Illustrations of Character and Condnctf 

PostSvo. 6s. Or in French. 54. 

Industrial Biography : Iron-Workers and Tool Makers. 

A sequel to Self-Help.*’ Post 8vo. 6s. 

Huguenots In England and Ireland : their Settlements, 

Chnrehes and Industries. Pditiou. PostSvo. 6s. 

SHIRLEY (Evelym on Beer and Beer Parksfor some Account 
of English Parks, with Notes on the Mausgement of Dht. Illus- 
trations. 4to. 21s. 

SIERRA LEONE ; Bescribed in Letters to Friends at Home. By 

ALadt. PostSvo. 3s. 6(1. • 

SIMMONS (Capt. T. F.) on the Constitution and Practice of 
Courts-Martial ; with a Sug^mary of the Law of Evideuoe. Sixth and 
Pevistd Edition. 8vo. {In tho Preot.) 

STANLEY’S (Bear) Sinai and Palestine. Map. 8vo. He. 

Bible in the Holy Land ; being Extracts from the 

above Wor]^ Weodculs, Fcap. 8vo. 2s. 6d. 

St. Paul’s Ejpstles to the TToriuCuians. With Buser- 

tatioift and Notes. 8vo. 18s. • ^ 

— - History of the Eastern Church. PI&s. 8vo. 12e. 

History of the Jewish Chorch. Third Edition. 2 Vols. 

8vo. 24f. 

Historical Memorials of Canterbniy. Fourth Edition. 

Woodcuts. PostSvo. 7s. 6i. 

Memorials of Westminster Abbey. Third 

Edition. With llittstmtlons. 8vo. 21s. * 

— Essoys on Church and State, 1850—70. 8vo. 16e. 

; — Sermons in the East, during a Tonr with H. E. H. the 

Prinee of Wales. 8to. 2s. 

on Evangelical and Apostolical Teaching.. 

PostSvo. 7s. 6d. 

ADDRissia AED Chabobs Of Bubop SiAKiiT. With 

Memoir. Svo. 10is.6d. 



29 


PUBLISHED BY MR. MURRAY. 


SMITH’S (Dr. Wm.) Dictionary of the Bible; its Antiquities^ 

y ^loenwp^i Oeegnphyt u<i Ketnral History. Illustrations. 3 Yols. 

■ ■■ Concise ^ible Dictionary, for Families and Students. 

* With Maps ana 300 Illustrations. Medinm 8vo. 21«. 

Smadler Bible Dictionary, for Schools and Young Persons. 

With Maps and Illustrations. Post 8ro. 7s. B-i, 

—a Greek and Roman Antiquities. Woodcuts. 8to. 21s. 

Greek and Roman Biography and Mytholoify. Wood- 

'euts. SVoIs. 8vo. eSi. 

— Greek and Roman Geography. Woodcuts. 2 Vols. 

• 8vo. 4?s ^ 

.Classical Dictionary of Mythology, Biography, and 

(jjaugnynhy. With 750 Woodcuts. 8vo. 18«. 

— 7 -a— S^ler Classical Dictionary of Mythology^ Biography, 

aad Geography. With 200 Woodcuts. Grown 8vo. ««. 6d. 

— Smaller Dictionary of Greek and .^ihan Antiquities. 
With 200 Woodcuts. Crown 8vo. 7s. 6(1. 

Complete Latin English Dictionary. With Tables of 
the Roman Calendar, Measures, Weights, and Money. 8to. 21s. 
Smaller Latin-English Dictionary. 12 mo. 78. 6d. 

— Copious and Critical English-Latln Dictionary. Sro. 21^. 
Smaller English'Latiu Dictionary. 12mo. 7«. 6d. 

Principia Latina— Part I. A Grammar, Delectus, and 

^zercise Book, with VocabnlarisB. EUventktEditM^. With an Appendix, 
containing the Accidkngb arranged for the ** Public School Latin 
Pljimer.” 12mo. 3«.6<f. 

Part II. A Reading-book of Mytho- 

logy. Geography, Roman Antiquities, and History. With Notes and 

* Dictionary. Fifth Edition. 12uio. 8f.6<f. 

Part III. A Latin Poetry Book. 

Hexameters and Pentametern; sGclog. O rid lane; Latin Prosody. 
Ac. Fourth Edition. 12mo. 8«. 6d. 

Part lY. Latin Prose Composition. 

Rules of Syntax, with Examples, Explanations of Synonyms, and 
Exercises on the Syntax. Fifth Edition. 12mo. 3s. 6d. 

— ^ Part V. Short Tales and Anecdotes 

for Transla^ll into Latin, Second Edition. l2mo. 35.# 

LatiiASnglish Vocabulary; for Phmdrus, Cornelius 

Nepos, and Csraar. 12mo, Ss. 6d. 

Student’s Latin Grammar. Post Sro. 6a. 

' Smaller Latin Grammar. 12mo. 3a. 6d 
Initia OrsBcs, Part I. An Introduction to Greek ; 

oom^rehendlng a ramrofo*, Delectus, and Exercise-book. Fourth Edition. 
With Voosbularies, Third Edition, 12mo. 3f.6(i. 

Initia Gneca, Part 11. A Reading Book. Containing 

Short Tales, Anecdotes, Fables, Mythology, and Grecian History. 
Arranged in a systematic Progression, with a Lexicon. Second Edition, 
12mo. 8s. Bd, 

■ ■ Initia Grmca, Part III. Greek Prose Composition. Con- 

taining the Rules of Syntax, with copious Examples and Exercises. 
12mo. Bt.Bd. 


30 


LIST OF WORKS 


By P|PFBS 80 R 




SMITH'S (Dk. Wm.) Student's Greek Grammar. 

CuBTiuii. PoBtgyow Sb. % 

■ ' — " Smaller Greek Grammar. 12mo. 3s. 6ct ^ 

History 6f England. lllaatcatlonB. 16mo. 3s.CliK 

History of Greece. Illustratioiis. lOmo. 8s. 6rf. 

History of Rome, lllnatratioos. l6mo. 8s. 6d. 

Classical Mythology. With Tralllslations^from 

8«.6rf. • 


the Poeu. Illustrations. 12mo. 

— * Hiatoiy of English Literature^ irith Specimens 

of the Chief Writers. 2 Vole. 16mn. Ss. 6tf. each. 

Scripture History. .Illustrations. 16mo. 8s. 6d!. 

Ancient History. Illustrations. 16mo. • 

4/iearly ready. 

(Re V. A. C.) Attractions of the Nile and Ms Itoks. A 


Journal ofTra^els in Egypt and Nubia. Woodcuts. !^fohi. PM^ro.l8f. 
STUDENTS^ HUME. A History of England from tba Invasion 
of Julius 4l9SaT. By David Hum. Continued to 1888. Woodcuts. 
PostSTo. lei fUL 

Qiiefftlons on the above Woik« 12mo. 2t. 

HISTORY OP FRANCE ; from the Earliest TimM 

to the Establishment of tho Second Empire, 18S2. Woodeuts. Pos 


8vo. 


7m. 

HISTORY 


OF ROME; from the Earliest Time^ 
to the Establishment of the Empire. By Dkak Liodslu Woodcuts. ^ 
Crown 8 to . 7m. 6d. 

GIBBON ; ai! Epitome of the Decline and Fall of the 

Roman Empire. Woodents. Post Svo. 7s. 6d. a ^ 

HISTORY OP GREECE; li^m tha Earliest 

Times to the Roman Conquest By Wm, SiciTn, LL.D.‘^ Woodents. 
Crown 8vo. fM.6d. 

Questions on the above Work, 12mo. 2#, 

ANCIENT HISTORY OP THE EAST; Egypt, 

Assyris. Baby Ionia, Media, Peisla, Asia Minor, and Phoenicia. Wood- 
cuts. Post 8vo, 7m. 6d. ^ 

OLD TESTAMENT HISTORY ; from tho Creation 

to the Return of the Jews from Captivity. Ma^ and Woodcuts. Post 


8vo, 


7s. 6d. 

- NEW 


TESTAMENT HISTORY. 


With an Intro- 
Maps 


ductiou coifhectiDK the History of the^ttld imjkNew Testaments, 
and Woodcuts. Post^vo. 7«. 9d. 

a. 


ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY. Bf W. L. Bbtak, 

M.A. Woodcuts. PostCvo. 7s. Bd. 

Modern geography; Mathemalicil, Physi- 

cal, and Descriptive. By Rsv. W. L. Bwast, Woodcuts. Post 8vo. 7 a SdL 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE. By G*o. P, Mabsh. 

PostSro. 7m. td. 

— ENGLISH LITEBATUKE. By T. R Bsaw, M.A. 

FMtS... 7.;M. • 

SPECIMENS OF ENGLISH LTEHRATUBE. 

Bctteted ftom tb. Chtef WrltMi. By TaOiiAt B. {bUITtJf JL BBrt 

8VOb 


7#. Sd 

— ^ MORAL PHILOSOPHY. 

D.O. PwitSTO. 7m. M. 

> — BLAOESTONE. By B. Mau»ui 

PostSvo. 7#.8d. 


By WiixiAM Fhnnro, 
Ksrb, LL.D. 



PUBLISHED BY MR. MURRAY. 




81 


ST 


5T. 


.NHOPE*S (Eabl) History of England, from the Peace of 
L Rtrecbt to the l^oce of Veraailleg, 1718-8). JAhrarp JSdilion, 7 yolg 
\mo, 93s, Or, mbinet Eiiiticn, 7 Yols. Post 8vo. Ss. each. 

Reign of Queen Anne until the Peace of Utrecht. 

Second Edition, %yo. 164. 

Britiah India, from its Origin till 1783. Post 8vo, 

3s, 3d, ^ 

History of Forty-Fire.” Post 8vo. Se. 

- - - Spain under Charles the Sec Jnd. Post 879. €8, 6d, 

- Historical and Critical Essays. PostSvo. Ss, 6d. 
Life of Belisarius. Post 8vo. 106. 3d, 

Cond8. Post 870. 86. 6d, 

^ i Pitt. Portraits. 4 Vole. Post 8vo. 246. 

— ^scellanics. Post 870, 58,6d. -• 

— Story of Joan of Arc. Fcap. Srtf.* *l6. 

CLAIR and BROPHY’S RESIDENCE IN BULGARIA ; or, 

Notes on the Kesonrecs and Administration of Turkey. 8to. 124. 

JOHN’S (Cbarlus) Wild Sports and Natural History of the 

Highlands. Post Sro. 8s, 3d, 

(Batls) Adrenturea in the Libyan Desert. Post 870. 26. 

8T. LEONARDS (Loan) Misrepresenyitions in Lord CampbeU’s 

Lires of Ly^hurst and Brougham. Post 8vo. 3s, 3d, 

3T0Blft FOB DARLINGS. A Book*for Boys and Girls. 

Wiln lUubtratlons. Square ICmo. 54. 

STOTHARD’S (Thos.) Life. With Personal Reminiscences. 

, By Mrs. Brat. With Portrait and 60 Woodcuts. 4to. 8I4. 
STREET’S (G. E.) Gothic Architecture in Spain. Second Edition, 

With Illustrations. Medium 8 vo. 304. * 

STYFFE (Kkutt) On the Strength of Iron and Steel. Translated 
by C. P. Sandbebo. With Preface by Qa. Pkrcy. With Plates. 8vo. 12*. 
SWIFT’S (Jonathan) Life, and Works. By John Fonstkr. 870. 

(Jn Preparation.) 

SOMERVILLE’S (Mnny) •TPhysical Geomphy,^ Sixth Edition, 
RcvUsd, ByJV^U Bates. Portrait. rostSvo, Of, j 

Connexion of the Physical Sciences. Niidh 

Edition, Woodcuts. PostSvo. 94. 

Molecular and Microscopic Science. Illustra- 
tions.' 8 Yols. Post 8vo. 214. 

SOUTH’S (John F.) Household Surgery; or, Hints on Emergen- 
cies. Woodouts. Fep.Syo. 44. 6d. 

SOUTHEY’S (pOBBRT) Book of the Church. PoEt 870. 

Lives of Bunyanand’CromwelL Post 870. 2m, 

SFECKTER’S (Otto) Puss in Boots. With 12 Woodcuts. Square 

13mo. I4. 64. plain, or 24 . 64. coloured. 

SYBEL’S (Von) History of Europe during the French Reyolution, 
1789-1795. 4 Yols. 8to. 484. 

SYME’S (Profxssor) Principles of Surgeiy. 5th Edition, 870. 126. 


82 UST OF WORKS PUBl4l8j|BD BY MR. HURRAY. 


TAYLOB*B (Hbk&t) Kot^ from Life. Feap^ Sroy 2e. ^ 
THOMSON’S (ABOHBisaop) I^coln’s Inn Sonnoae. SvtUfOe. M. 

Life in fho Light of Ood’a Word, * Post 8vo. 

THRER-USAYBB MANUAL OF FAMlIff PRAYBB. RdM 

Svo. Of. 

TOZER’S (H. F.) Resesrches in the Hfghlandsof Tarhej. Includ- 
ing Visits to Mounts Ids, Athos, Olympus,, snd Pftllsnu *'Witb Illustra- 
tions. 3 Vols. Crosrn 8vo. Sis. ' ^ 

TRISTRAM’S (H. Great Sahara. lllnatratioiiA Post dro. 
TWISS” (HoBAon) Life of Lord Rldon. 2 Tots. Post Syo* 21A 
TYLORS (£. B.) Researches into the Early History of Mankind, 

and the Development of Civilisation. Si^cmd JSdiiipN. 8va ire. 

Primitive Culture ; llesearchei into th|i^DeYelopineni 

of Mythology, Philosophy, Religion. Art, and Cui^Kigs^ 9!rOm 

TAMBERY’S (Abmuixits) Travels from TsIligiAw^^ 

manlreseri^ the Eastern Shore of the Gaspte; Xlld^tXijmuk.Sin. ils 
YAK LEKKSt^ (Hm&r J.) Trayels la muur.' ..WiO 
llliut>mltona of muleat Utwmture, uid atoMtirtNif'. 

SI Tote. PtMtero. M.. ■ 

WAAQBKS (Da.) Tronares of Art .la 

Aeeonnt of the Chief Golleetlons of Palntti^ AAvIIa lb 

Country. 4VoU. five. 64r. ■ Tv 

WXLUNGTOK (T»i) Dsspatohea 8 Vobi 

Sopplomentary Deapatefcoa -'^e. Vda 8ra 

aOa each. 


civil and Pi^Ucal Cwngfiom^imcib^ 8 Yola 

8vo. 30s. each. . c 

Selections from Despatches aAd Gemral Orders 


8vo. 18*. 

Speeches in Parliament. 2 Yols. Svo. 42o. 

WHITE’S (Hbuet) Massacre of St. BartholomeiT. Based or 

Doenments in the Archive^ of France. Svo. Ids. 

WHTMPER’S (Edwabd) Scrambles among the Alpe. 1860 — 68 

Including the Firet Ascent of the BTatterhorn, and the aitemFts whiet 
preceded it ; with Notes on Qlacial Phenomena. With Maps, and lOt 
Illustrations. Svo. 2 is. 

(Yrbdebick) Travels and Advcnt^iM:.^^ 

on Ae River YukdQ. and Visits to other ] — 

Wltn Illustrations. Svo. 16*. 

VILBERFOBCKS (Wiimam) Ufe. By 

WnOBama. Voitr.lt. Post 8*.^ lul. I 

WlIiKIKSOK^ (8n J. O.) Hannan ud 

g ; -WltbeooWoodeuts. aY^ _ __ _ ^ _ 

— Fieforial, Deacriptifa^ iMIC'’!lHatailaal Aoeonn 
' iltoAiiMm. With euo aroodiet. BojidSao* ai«. 
ZIKCKSe'(VxT' r. Baanan) Winter taljM Dnitad Stotaa. Pos 

8Vo^ " ' 



BouimvmT, avAKs, aku co., vi 






